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Special to the Arden-Carmichael News

Sacramento County has made strides 
in expanding access to high quality pre-
school, but even more children could ben-
efit from the opportunity. However, a new 
five-year action plan for improving pre-
school programs in the region offers pro-
posals aimed at not only promoting school 
readiness, but also closing the achieve-
ment gap.

“Our action plan calls for countywide col-
laboration among preschool providers, as 
well as business and community leaders, to 
serve our youngest learners,” said Sacramen-
to County Superintendent of Schools Da-
vid W. Gordon. “We need to make major 
changes in our approach to early childhood 
education in order to narrow the achieve-
ment gap.”

The Sacramento County Preschool Plan 
was developed following a two-year study 
by leaders representing local school dis-
tricts, private early child care and educa-
tion providers, First 5 Sacramento, Sac-
ramento County Local Child Care and 
Development Planning Council (LPC), 
Child Action Inc., SETA Head Start, Pre-
school California, public agencies, higher 
education, and the general community. The 
study was led by Superintendent Gordon 
with support from the David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation.

The action plan was released on Febru-
ary 3, during a special town hall meeting 
where representatives of the California Ear-
ly Learning Quality Improvement System 
Advisory Committee met to discuss the 
current work to create a statewide Quality 
Rating Improvement System. 

Some of the strategies highlighted by the 
Sacramento County Preschool Plan are al-
ready being piloted, implemented, and 
adapted, and some benchmarks have al-
ready been reached. The report addresses 
goals and makes the following recommen-
dations:
• Expand partnerships among preschool 
providers and develop strategies for transi-
tion between preschool and kindergarten

• Promote and support family and commu-
nity engagement and communication about 
preschool programs in Sacramento County
• Improve training and professional de-
velopment for preschool providers and in-
crease their compensation as they improve 
their qualifications
• Survey all existing preschool facilities to 
determine if they meet the needs of children 
and, if not, make improvements or find suit-
able facilities
• Expand access to preschool by maximizing 
use of existing funds or launching exhaus-
tive searches for new funding

Preschool impact
Recent research in California shows that 

preschool experience has an important impact 
on school readiness for young children. How-
ever, on a statewide basis, children who are the 
most likely to benefit from high-quality pre-
school are the least likely to be enrolled. The 
Sacramento County Preschool Plan addresses 
those issues as well as the following preschool 
related challenges:
• 56-percent of all preschool age children in 
Sacramento County have both parents, or a 
single parent, in the workforce and may not 
be able to participate in preschool unless it is 
connected with daycare
• More than 25-percent of children in Sacra-
mento County enter kindergarten as dual lan-
guage learners
• Only about 50-percent of the preschool 
teachers in Sacramento County have either a 
BA or AA degree
• Even the highest paid preschool teach-
ers with BA degrees earn less than 60-
percent of what elementary school teach-
ers earn

Through a collaborative process, key 
stakeholders will work together to shape 
the quality of what young children experi-
ence today in the many preschool settings 
around the county. Children must have the 
best educational start possible and the Sac-
ramento County Preschool Committee wel-
comes the participation of expanded part-
ners in the execution of the Sacramento 
County Preschool Plan.
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Special to the Arden-Carmichael News

Early this month, the Arden Arcade 
Incorporation Committee confirmed it 
raised enough money to make the final 
payment to the Sacramento County Local 
Agency Formation Commission, the gov-
ernor of cityhood petitions. LAFCo pro-
vides the environmental and economic re-
ports as to whether a proposed city would 
be fiscally and governmentally sound. Af-
ter paying hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars, this latest payment – $25,000 – is 
the last required. 

“Good for you Arden Arcade, you un-
derstood the need even though continual-
ly raising money to pay a bureaucracy to 
study our request wasn’t very much fun,” 
said a statement on the incorporation 
committee’s Web site, www.ardenarcadec-
ity.org. “As we’ve said before, our next step 
is to review the environmental impact re-
port that LAFCo promises to release any 
minute now.

“ The comprehensive fiscal analy-
sis should be available at the end of the 
month. We are on track to complete nego-
tiations over revenue neutrality with the 
county of Sacramento and hammer out 
details with LAFCo to get on the ballot 
November 2010.”

Sheriffs’ association supports cityhood
The Sacramento County Deputy Sher-

iffs’ Association Board of  Directors an-
nounced last month that they voted 

unanimously to support the efforts of 
the residents of  Arden Arcade to become 
an incorporated city.  The members of 
the board of  directors met with repre-
sentatives of  the Arden Arcade incorpo-
ration group and, subsequently, had ex-
tensive discussions to examine the pros 
and cons of  supporting the incorpora-
tion effort. 

The members of  the board unani-
mously concluded that the primary goal 
of  the Deputy Sheriffs’ Association was 
to ensure that, after incorporation, the 
new city would contract with the Sher-
iff ’s Department to continue to provide 
law enforcement services to that com-
munity.  It is believed that the level of 
law enforcement services under such a 
contract would be higher than current-
ly provided.  

The Sacramento County Deputy Sher-
iffs’ Association believes it is very im-
portant to have the ability to maintain 
ongoing relationships with the leader-
ship of  the new city in order to best pro-
tect the jobs of  those deputies and the 
level of  services provided under the pro-
posed contract.  

Sacramento County Deputy Sher-
iffs’ Association President Kevin Mick-
elson noted, “ We have had very strong 
relationships with the residents of  Ar-
den Arcade for many years. We know 
the community and we look forward to 
many more years of  working with and 
serving the residents in Arden Arcade.”

Arden Arcade cityhood push moves forward

Incorporation committee meets 
the last fundraising deadline
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Arden-Carmichael News Writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is the first 
in a two-part story series. Read 
part two in the Feb. 25 edi-
tion of the Arden-Carmichael 
News.

With the recent change in 
the calendar year, El Cami-
no High School is nearing a 
special milestone in its his-
tory, as this September will 
mark the 60th year since the 
school’s opening. And in rec-
ognition of this fact, the fol-
lowing history of the school 
is presented.

El Camino High School 
was a pioneer school of the 

San Juan Union School Dis-
trict, which became the San 
Juan Unified School Dis-
trict on July 1, 1960.

As the district’s second 
high school, El Camino 
High began with a class of 
225 students, a staff of seven 
full-time teachers and three 
part-time teachers, who met 
in a new unit that included 
eight classrooms and a shop 
building.

The school, which is lo-
cated on 40 acres at 4300 El 
Camino Ave., at Eastern Av-
enue, continued to be in an 
under construction status 
for the following nine years, 
as more classrooms and fa-
cilities were added each 
year.

The early years
During the first year of its 

existence, El Camino High 
was complimented by its first 
principal, W.F. Hunter, who 
expressed his satisfaction 
with the school’s growth.

“Less than a year ago, El 
Camino High School exist-
ed only as a partially complet-
ed building,” Hunter wrote 
in 1951 for the first edition 
of the school’s yearbook, The 
Aerie.

Continuing, Hunter wrote: 
“(The school) had no stu-
dent body, no constitution, 

no organizations, no teams, 
no colors; it didn’t even have 
a name. Today (in 1951), it 
is a living institution, full of 
dynamic, intelligent boys and 
girls. With the cooperation 
of the board of trustees and 
the administration, the facul-
ty, the parents and the entire 
community, it has demon-
strated its abilities in athlet-
ics, in public speaking, in the 
dramatic field, in preparing a 
constitution and organizing 
the student body. Best of all, 
it is developing students who 
can think, who can and will 
become leaders in communi-
ty, national and world affairs.”

During El Camino’s initial 
year, the school established its 
green and white colors, its ea-
gle mascot, a constitution, the 
aforementioned yearbook, 
various clubs and The El Ca-
minian newspaper, the pre-
decessor to today’s The Eagle 
Eye, which was first published 
in 2001.

By the beginning of its sec-
ond school year, El Camino 
expanded to include 585 stu-
dents and 19 full-time and 
two-part time faculty mem-
bers.

And by following school 
year, El Camino had grown to 
an even greater degree, as the 

Pieces of the past

El Camino High School: Six decades 
of education, memories, tradition 

Arden-Carmichael News Photo/Lance Armstrong
El Camino High School at 4300 El Camino Ave., at Eastern Avenue, opened in September 1950.

See 60 years, page 7
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number of students reached 
1,014 and the number of 
teachers reached 41.

Growing the campus
Much of the school’s ex-

pansion during its early 
years was due to the rapid 
growth in the area’s housing 
market and the increase in 
military and civilian person-
nel at the nearby McClellan 
Air Force Base.

The school’s first gradu-
ating class was the Class of 
1954, which consisted of 
269 students who partici-
pated in commencement ex-
ercises at the Memorial Au-
ditorium on Saturday night, 
June 19, 1954.

Other events of the 1953-
54 school year, which began 
with 1,535 students and 60 
full-time teachers, includ-
ed the first football game at 
the school’s football field, 
Eagle Field, which later in-
cluded 5,200 seats, and the 
first Senior Ball.

In 1956, the school was 
under the direction of its 
second principal and the 
former superintendent of 
Yuma (Arizona) Union 
High School, Dr. Alva D. 
Abbott, who headed El 
Camino High for the fol-
lowing 16 years.

Abbott is remembered for 
his overall love and dedica-
tion to El Camino High.

In speaking about the 
alumni and then-current 
students at El Camino in 
1967, Abbott said, “My 
heart fills with pride to have 

had a share in the making 
of the great Eagle image 
and tradition. El Camino 
has taken its rightful place 
among the leading schools 
of California and the na-
tion in scholarship, athlet-
ics, music, drama, journal-
ism, student government, 
cadets, school activities and 
clubs.”

In appreciation of Abbott’s 
longtime commitment to the 
school, El Camino’s foot-
ball field became known as 
Abbott Field and the 1973 
yearbook was dedicated to 
Abbott.

Replacing Abbott as prin-
cipal at the beginning of the 
1972-73 school year was Bill 
“Doc” Dresser.

Dresser arrived at the 
school to encounter a much 
improved campus, which by 
this time had grown to in-
clude 45 classrooms and ad-
ministration offices in the 
main building, eight an-
nex classrooms, a shop with 
eight classrooms and a lit-
tle theater, a pair of gym-
nasiums, a swimming pool, 
a library, a music building, 
guidance offices and a cafe-
teria.

Memories of yesteryear
According to the school’s 

records, El Camino, which 
added midterm gradua-
tions in 1963, had 7,093 
graduates by the end of 
its 1968-69 school year.

And of  course, many 
more students have gradu-
ated from the school since 

this time and like students 
before them, they carry 
with them many memo-
ries of  their years spent at 
El Camino High.

One of  the school’s 
early graduates, Mary 
(Ahlquist) Harger of  the 
Class of  1959, which was 
the last El Camino class 
to graduate at Memori-
al Auditorium, recently 
shared her memories of 
the school.

“ To those of  us at-
tending El Camino in 
the 1950s, it was a great 
place to be,” Harger said. 
“ We received a great ed-

ucation, but found lots 
of  time to work together 
on activities that includ-
ed the pep club, The Ae-
rie yearbook, the El Ca-
minian newspaper, dance 
committees, student gov-
ernment and attending 
many sports events, in-
cluding football and bas-
ketball games followed by 
fun at the “Oaks,” our lo-
cal drive-in. Recently, we 
celebrated our 50th class 
reunion and we were able 
to bring back the original 
school fight song, which 
was performed by the cur-
rent El Camino pep band 

at the reunion. We con-
tinue to treasure these 
traditions and our mem-
ories of  El Camino High 
School.”

El Camino is also recog-
nized for its most notable 
alumni, who include: Larry 
Linville, who played Maj. 
Frank Burns on the famous 
television series, MASH, 
former state assembly-
man and Sacramento may-
or, Phil Isenberg, Chicago 
Cubs first baseman Derrek 
Lee, Olympic gold medal 
swimmer Mike Burton and 
Ken and Tom Fat of the 
Fats restaurant fame.

    Arden-Carmichael News Photo/Lance Armstrong
Pictured left to right, Lynnette (Rhoades) Purvis, Kathy (Scott) Clay and Mary (Ahlquist) Harger of the Class of 1959 are 
among the many El Camino High alumni who have continued to keep in touch throughout the years.

60 years: ‘El Camino has taken its rightful place among the leading schools’
Continued from page 6
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By BENN HODAPP
Arden-Carmichael News Writer
benn@valcomnews.com

Like many children, Jay 
Canter was given some-
thing to do with his curious 
and potentially destruc-
tive hands. Unlike most of 
them, however, Canter de-
veloped an infatuation that 
continues to grow to this 
day. At age six or seven, 
Canter was given a camera 
to keep his hands busy dur-
ing the annual family trip to 
the Smithsonian in Wash-
ington, D.C. Idle hands 
could be a very expensive 
proposition in such a place, 
after all.

At first, it was just point 
and shoot, of course. He 
knew nothing of lighting 
and shadows and any num-
ber of other tricks known 
by professionals. But what 
started as a project to 
curb youthful exuberance 
for the Carmichael-raised 
Canter, eventually turned 
into a life-long artistic 
journey.

“I had my first stuff pub-
lished when I was 16,” Can-
ter said. “I was really into 
race cars and that was what 
I photographed first.”

It wasn’t long before car 
magazines became aware 
of his skills. Executives 
came from all over to see 
this kid with the cam-
era. He went on to gradu-
ate from El Camino High 
School in 1996, but pho-
tography was still just a 
hobby for the most part.

The first national mag-
azine to feature his work 
was a high-performance 
car magazine called “ Tur-
bo.” The honor came at a 
pivotal time for him, as he 
was unsure about whether 
or not to pursue photogra-
phy as a job.

“Photography is absolute-
ly my full-time job now,” he 
said. “I left corporate Amer-
ica 10 years ago.”

But how did he come to 
be so outstanding that he 
was able to make a career off 
his skills? He took photog-
raphy class in high school, 
but he never really absorbed 
the nuts and bolts aspects 

taught in structured classes. 
Instead, he learned by do-
ing.

“I am totally self-taught,” 
he said. “I have always had 
an artistic eye.”

That might be just a bit of 
an understatement for some-
one who was named “The 
Best Photographer in Sac-
ramento” by the Sacramen-
to News & Review in 2008. 
Canter knew he was good, 
but even he was shocked to 
be given that honor.

“I had no idea about the 
award,” he said. “I wasn’t 
even in town when the issue 
came out.”

Canter recalled getting a 
text from a friend congratu-
lating him.

“Congratulations for 
what?” he laughed. After 
hearing the news, he sent 
his parents on a search for 
copies of the end of the 
year “Best Of ” issue of the 

Know your neighbor

Have camera, will travel: Carmichael shutterbug eyes excellence

Photo courtesy Jay Canter
Now a world-class photographer, Jay Canter graduated from El Camino High 
School in 1996. See his photos online at www.valcomnews.com.See Photographer, page 9

“I consider myself a real world 
photographer…”
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publication. The voting is 
all anonymous and to this 
day, he doesn’t know who 
voted for him or which 
works of his inspired said 
votes.

Shots from around the 
world

In his career, Canter has 
traveled all over the Unit-
ed States as well as interna-
tionally. He has shot fashion, 
commercial, weddings, par-
ties and the aforementioned 
sports cars, but now most of 
his work deals with scenery 
and architecture photogra-
phy.

“I consider myself a real 
world photographer,” he said. 
“I’m not going to cut your 
head off and put it on Brad 
Pitt’s body. That’s not what I 
do.”

Canter takes pride in tin-
kering as little as possible 
with his pictures. Either he 
got the shot he wanted, or 
he didn’t. It would appear 
that he generally gets the 
shot he wanted. His scen-
ery pictures have been so 
well received, in fact, that 
Mercy San Juan Hospi-
tal features 32 works in its 
new six-story critical care 
facility.

Twenty pictures are in 
the lobby of the facility, 
while the others are in the 
actual patients’ rooms. The 
pictures are what Canter 
describes as “iconic stuff 
from the western U.S.” 
The pictures are from all 
over California includ-

ing Pollock Pines and Pla-
cerville. They are meant 
to be colorful and cheery 
pictures in the hopes that 
they might make a stay in 
a critical care facility a lit-
tle more comfortable for 
the patients.

An eye on the future
As for future projects, 

Canter has something in 
the works for Second Sat-
urday on March 13 at the 
L Street Lofts at 1818 L 
St. He will have an entire 
floor dedicated to his work 
alone and proceeds from 
the event will go to a lo-
cal charity. As of right now, 
some of his pieces can be 
seen at the Appel Gallery 
at 931 T St., which Can-
ter said is the only photog-
raphy-exclusive gallery in 
Sacramento.

Eventually he would like 
to open a gallery and stu-
dio where people can come 
and see his work perma-
nently on display. In the 
meantime, Canter contin-
ues to spread his message 
about his craft. He teach-
es seminars, gives private 
lessons and helps with the 
photography department 
at El Camino.

“Just because you have a 
camera doesn’t make you a 
photographer,” he said. “I 
want to get that awareness 
out there that photography 
is an art and that we need to 
support local artists.”

He also encourages peo-
ple to ask him questions. 

He says that he has people 
come up to him all the time 
with photographical que-
ries and he always answers 
each one to the best of his 
ability.

Canter has made it as a 
big-time photographer pub-
lished all over the world, but 
he still calls just one place 
home.

“I love Sacramento,” he 
said. “I have had opportu-
nities to move to Los Ange-
les and New York, but I stay 
here because I love the com-
munity.”

In the end, it looks like 
his parents had the right 
idea sticking that camera in 
his hands. He found what 
he loves and has become a 

success without destroying 
even a single priceless arti-
fact.

People interested in buy-
ing some of Canter’s artistic 
works can do so at his Web 
site www.jaycanter.com. 
There you can find contact 
info and pretty much any-
thing you need to obtain one 
of his unique prints.

Photographer: ‘I stay here because I love the community’
Continued from page 8
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By SUSAN LAIRD
Arden-Carmichael News Writer
susan@valcomnews.com

True love and tragic misunderstand-
ing, aristocrats and commoners, noble 
sacrifice, betrayal and dying young…
Sacramento Opera’s production of Gi-
useppi Verdi’s “La Traviata” has it all.

Verdi based his opera in three acts on 
a novel by Alexandre Dumas, fils, called 
“La dame aux Camélias.” The novel, which 
was based on Dumas’ own affair with the 
beautiful courtesan Marie Duplessis, who 
died at the age of 23 from consumption, a 
common term for tuberculosis. Duplessis 
was known for her petite figure, charm-
ing smile and her smart conversation in 
French salons of the day. It is reputed that 
no fewer than two French noblemen (and 
former lovers) were at her bedside when 
she passed away. In death, as in life, she was 
a legend.

In English, Dumas’ work was trans-
lated as “Camille,” and the title character 
was successfully portrayed to great suc-
cess by Greta Garbo on the silver screen 
in 1936.

In contrast, the first performance of 
Verdi’s opera, at Venice’s La Fenice in 
1853, was an utter failure. However, 
Verdi had faith that his work would en-
dure (“‘La Traviata’ last night a failure,” he 
wrote. “My fault or the singers’? Time will 
tell”). After some revisions, an 1854 pro-
duction at the Teatro di San Benedetto in 

Venice proved to be successful. “La Travi-
ata” has been in production ever since.

The title for Verdi’s work, “La Travia-
ta,” means “The Woman Who Strayed,” 
or “The Fallen Woman.” It focuses on 
the lives of a famous courtesan, Violet-
ta Valéry, and a young nobleman, Alfre-
do Germont. The two meet at a party 
she is hosting to celebrate her “recovery” 
from a “brief illness.”

Alfredo woos Violetta, who has her 
doubts about the young man who “has 
loved her long from afar.” However, she 
also wonders if he could “be the one.” In 
the Act I finale, Violetta sings “Ah, fors’è 
lui” – “Perhaps, he is the one.”

The second act finds the two as lovers, 
happily ensconced in the French country-
side. But trouble is on the way, in the form 
of Alfredo’s father, Giorgio Germont. 
Giorgio informs Violetta that his daugh-
ter’s upcoming marriage is threatened be-
cause of Alfredo’s affair with her. Because 
of her love for Alfredo, Violetta agrees to 
sacrifice her love for the sake of his family 
and leaves for her former life in Paris.

Alfredo, at first determined to bring 
her back, eventually is led to believe that 
Violetta has betrayed him. He confronts 
her publicly, throwing money in her face 
at a party. She faints and the members 
of the party reprimand him: “You have 
offended a noble lady.”

Too late, Alfredo realizes that Violetta’s 
love for him was true all along. In the third 

act, the lovely courtesan is told by her phy-
sician that she has not long to live, as her 
consumption has worsened dramatical-
ly. Violetta sings “Addio del passato” – “So 
closes my sad story.” Alfredo rushes to her 
side, and the two lovers are reunited. Alfre-
do tells Violetta that he will take her away 
from Paris, back to the countryside. But 
she senses that her life is slipping away.

Together, Alfredo and Violetta sing 
“Gran Dio! morir si giovane”– “O, God! 
to die so young.” Giorgio enters with a 
doctor to save Violetta, but it is too late 
– Violetta dies in her lover’s arms.

“La Traviata” is listed in the Top Three 
most popular operas in the United 
States by “Opera America,” just behind 
“Madama Butterfly” and “La bohème.” 
Sacramento Opera’s production will 
be sung in Italian with English super-
titles. James Marvel directs and Timm 
Rolek returns to conduct the Sacramen-
to Philharmonic Orchestra.

Soprano Karen Slack will perform as 
Violetta. She has performed interna-
tionally to much acclaim. Her voice is 
described as “warmly expressive.” Slack’s 
career has been fostered by both the San-
ta Fe and San Francisco operas, which 
recognized her native talent and invited 
her to participate in their programs for 
young artists. She is noted as a talented 
performer whose star is on the rise.

Tenor Alexander Boyer is cast as Al-
fredo. Boyer has performed with the San 

Jose Opera, as well as the Merola and San-
ta Fe Opera programs. He is a winner of 
the Mario Lanza Scholarship Award.

“La Traviata” will run for three per-
formances: Friday, Feb. 26 at 8 p.m., 
Sunday, Feb. 28 at 2 p.m. and Tuesday, 
March 2 at 7:30 p.m. The Sacramen-
to Community Center Theater is lo-
cated at 1301 L Street in Sacramento. 
Admission is $18 to $130. For tickets, 
call (916) 808-5181, visit the box office 
at the theater or visit www.tickets.com. 
For more information, visit www.sacop-
era.org or join the Sacramento Opera 
on Facebook and Twitter.

Love is the ‘heartbeat of the universe’ in Sac Opera’s ‘La Traviata’

Photo courtesy
Sacramento Opera presents Giuseppe Verdi’s “La 
Traviata” at the Sacramento Community Center 
Theater, 1301 L Street, Sacramento, Friday, Febru-
ary 26, 2010 at 8 pm; Sunday, February 28, 2010 
at 2 pm; and Tuesday, March 2, 2010 at 7:30 pm. 
(Pictured is an earlier production.)
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 Call  Melissa at 429-9901 for advertising information

bookkeeping
#1 Bookkeeper
26  yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, Chiro-
practors, Non-profit, retail, Martial Arts, Barber, 
Construction, Wholesale, Investment Clubs, Corp, 
partnerships, Sm Business. We are experts in Gen-
eral Ledger, payroll, profit & Loss & Quarterlies. 
Call for yr specialized appt. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820. www.taxirene.info

CoMpUTeRS
goT CoMpUTeR pRobLeMS?
pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the pocket area. $35/hr. outside the pocket 
area,  travel charge will apply. problem not 
fixed? No pay! Free estimates/consultation. 
Call cell# 296-7161

HAnDYMAn
RAin gUTTeR CLeAning SpeCiALS
eMerGeNCY SerVICeS, too! Sod, sprinklers, 
hauling, concrete removal (patio, borders, etc.), 
gutters cleaned, pressure washing,  painting, 
tree & shrub removal, clean-up, general labor, 
fence repairs, planting, light tree trimming, odd 
jobs & more. LICeNSeD. references available. 
Call Les at 838-1247. Ask about the specials 
for seniors.

HAnDYMAn SeRViCeS
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call.  electrical, plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,plaster, 
Stucco, repairs and remodeling, you name it! Lic# 
908942. Call Steven at 230-2114.

HoUSekeeping
expeRienCeD HoUSekeepeR
experienced housekeeper looking to add new 
clients. Honest, dependable, reliable & very picky 
about how I clean your home. I clean your home the 
way YoU want me to. Affordable rates. ref avail-
able. Contact Sharon @ 916 451-4014.

peT poRTRAiTS
oRiginAL peT poRTRAiTS
original pet portraiture. realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. perfect gift for animal-lovers! rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

RooMMATe wAnTeD
RooMMATe wAnTeD
1 unf. room, full/prvt bath, in a furnished custom 
duplex in pocket/Greenhaven area. rent $595 
plus 1/3 of SMUD & pGe. All amenities. private 
pool. Cable/internet access/security paid. Call 
kimberly 717-5604.

TAx pRepAReR
#1 TAx pRepAReR
26 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax re-
turns including Corp & partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including allState 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTeC registered & Bonded. please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. 
www.taxirene.info 

Sell it fast in the classified ads: 
autos, furniture, misc., rentals, 

services.
Call 429-9901

Sell your car fast in 
the classifieds!

Looking for work? Need 
a new career?  Call Valley 
Community Newspapers 

for rates for their new 
employment listing section.

Call  (916) 429-9901.

Do you have an interesting 
story to tell? 

Unusual hobby, collection 
or job? Maybe it’s your 

100th birthday!  Do you have 
fun/unusual photos you 

would like to share with the 
readers?

Do you know someone who 
deserves recognition for 

volunteering?
Mail to: Arden/Carmichael 

News
2709 Riverside Blvd. 

Sacramento, CA 95818 or 
send to:

ryanrose@valcomnews.com

HOUSING

ClASSifieD 
AD

yOUr ad SHOUld be Here

for A box 

Call MelISSa

429-9901

By LANCE ARMSTRONG 
Arden-Carmichael News Writer
lance@valcomnews.com

The Greek Orthodox 
Church of the Annunciation 
has a rich history in the cap-
ital city, including nearly 60 
years in East Sacramento.

Many East Sacramentans are 
familiar with the large, Byzan-
tine-style church and its accom-
panying Hellenic Center at the 
northeast corner of Alhambra 
Boulevard and F Street, across 
from McKinley Park. But the 
church’s history in Sacramento 
predates this historic site.

But taking a step back pri-
or to the church’s establish-
ment in Sacramento, county 
records indicate that Greeks 
had a presence in the city as 
early as 1890.

From 1910 to 1920, no more 
than 50 Greek families resided 
in the Sacramento area. And 
of these families, the majori-
ty of the men were employed 
by the Southern Pacific and 
Western Pacific railroads.

Although there was no 
Greek church in the city dur-
ing this time, the Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Church – the 
mother church of Greek ortho-
doxy in the West at the time – 

Church opened at East Sacramento site in 1951 

Greek Orthodox Church has long 
history in the capital city 

served as a relatively nearby ac-
tive presence for the church.

Also during this era, litur-
gy was occasionally celebrated 
in Sacramento through cler-
gy of San Francisco and lat-
er Los Angeles, with the first 
of these liturgies being held at 
Red Men’s Hall at 716 I St.

Constructing a church
The first official step to-

ward establishing a Greek or-
thodox church in Sacramento 
occurred with a Jan. 18, 1920 
meeting, which was held at the 
Pythian Castle at 831 I St.

Tom Mantis, president of El-
pis, a then-6-year-old, indepen-
dent Greek fraternal organiza-
tion in Sacramento, initiated the 
meeting, which was designed to 
organize the Greek Orthodox 
Community of Sacramento.

By Dec. 20, 1920, the com-
munity had been formed and 
members of its first board of 
trustees were elected.

The following year, the first 
Greek Orthodox Church of 
the Annunciation was con-
structed at 620 N St.

The first liturgy in the new church 
was held on Dec. 25, 1921, under 
the direction of Father Sardounis.

A Greek school was estab-
lished at the N Street site in 

a two-story Victorian in the 
mid-1920s.

The school, which was held 
following classes at local ele-
mentary and middle schools, 
was located on the ground 
floor of the building.

East Sacramento resident 
Penny (Anton) Kastanis re-
called attending the school 
during the late 1940s.

“The school had desks that 
we sat at like in a regular school 
room and the classes were quite 
often taught by the priest or the 
priest’s wife,” Penny said. “Father 
Econome was one of my teach-
ers. We all had books that we 
would purchase and they were 
all in Greek. They were like a 
first grade book with things like 
the alphabet, stories and poetry.”

The priests of the church 
resided on the second floor of 
the school building.

Additionally, the second floor 
of the school building was home 
to Nicholas Terzakis, the church’s 
caretaker during the 1920s.

Penny said that she contin-
ues to remain friends with for-
mer students of the school and 
added that the site of the orig-
inal church and the school was 
very much “the center of both 

See Greek, page 13
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religious and social activities for 
the Greeks of Sacramento.”

Helen (Sady) Psihopai-
das said that she remembers 
a unique aspect of the old N 
Street church.

“They had singing birds on 
both sides of (the nave of ) the 
church,” Psihopaidas said. “They 
were hanging in regular-sized 
bird cages and there were about 
five on each side of the room. It 
was quite a unique sight.”

Penny, who also remembers 
the birds, said that the birds, 
which she suspects were canar-
ies, were covered during litur-
gies, so that they would not in-
terrupt the chanting, singing 
and other parts of the liturgies.

Parish and parishioners
With the founding of the 

church in Sacramento, a pop-
ular annual Greek picnic was 
established in 1922.

By the early 1930s, the event, 
which was held at Helvetia Park 
in West Sacramento and in-
cluded food, games and a beau-
ty queen contest, was drawing 
about 2,000 Greek-Americans 
from Sacramento and beyond.

Another Greek event was the 
Greek Independence Day cer-
emonies, which honored the 
Greeks’ freedom, as a result of 
the 1820s war that eliminated 
the Turkish control of their land.

In Sacramento, the event 
was celebrated every March 
25 with special liturgies, ban-
quets and dancing.

During World War II, 
members of the church sup-
ported the Greek War Relief 
and the Red Cross.

An article in the Dec. 9, 1940 is-
sue of The Sacramento Bee, for in-
stance, showed that by this time, 
Greeks in the Sacramento area had 
raised as much as $10,000 to assist 
war victims in their native land.

Eventually, the old N Street 
church became inadequate to 
meet the needs of the growing 
parish and efforts were made to 
establish a new church building 
and recreation hall, known as 
the Hellenic Center, on prop-
erty that the church purchased 
across from McKinley Park.

In 1949, George E. John-
son, who many longtime Sac-
ramento residents remember 
for his Del Prado Restaurant, 
organized a fundraising drive, 
which resulted in the collection 
of about $48,000.

The Hellenic Center, which 
is located to the south of the 

Alhambra Boulevard church, 
was the church’s first building 
constructed at the site.

Shortly after its construction, this 
building, which has hosted many 
events throughout its history, was 
temporarily used for church litur-
gies and the offices of the priests.

Charting growth
The new church was completed in 

the fall of 1951 and held its first litur-
gy in the building with its pastor, Fa-
ther Nicholas Karas.

New church offices were also con-
structed along N Street in the 1950s.

Many of the icons and oth-
er important pieces from the origi-
nal church were placed in the new 
church.

These pieces included vari-
ous paintings that are still lo-
cated in the church today.

Overall, the cost of the land 
and its buildings was $318,211.

A plan to build a church in 
South Natomas fell short in 
1993 and the property was 
subsequently sold.

Through this sale, the prop-
erty’s former owner, Ange-
lo Tsakopoulos gifted the 
church $1.1 million, which 
was used to purchase the re-
mainder of the block at the 
Alhambra Boulevard site.

Prior to this purchase, the 
church owned half the block.

Expanding and exploring
Currently, members are split 

between the options of demol-
ishing the present church build-
ing and constructing a new 
church in its place or building a 
new church on an 8-acre site in 

the 48-acre McKinley Village 
development, just east of the cur-
rent church.

Terry Kastanis, the parish’s li-
brarian who met Penny at the 
Alhambra Boulevard church 
and married her a year later in 
1961, said that no matter what 
its members decide, the current 
economy has the new church 
project on hold. However, the 
church did move forward with a 
plan to construct a preschool and 
childcare center at the church site. 
The center is now open and op-
erating 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. For more infor-
mation on the preschool, call An-
nette Chavez (916) 231-9173. 

Undoubtedly, the Greek com-
munity is not only known for its 
historic East Sacramento church 
complex, but also for its Greek Fes-

Greek: ‘We’ve been here for a long time and have grown a lot’
Continued from page 12

tival, which is held each year at the 
Sacramento Convention Center.

This year’s edition of the fes-
tival, which is the city’s third 
largest drawing event, will be 
held September 3 through 5.

Eugene Fotos, 77, who was raised 
in East Sacramento and attended 
both locations of the church, said 
that he is proud of the church’s long 
history in the capital city.

“We’ve been here for a long time 
and have grown a lot since we were 
on N Street,” said Fotos, whose 
nephew, Father James Retelas, is 
the current pastor at the church. 
“We used to have about 40 people 
come to the church on N Street 
and now we get about 200 on av-
erage and sometimes about 300. 
I look at it as a big family and you 
don’t have to be of Greek descent. 
We welcome everybody.”
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By BENN HODAPP
Arden-Carmichael News Writer
benn@valcomnews.com

A lot of things seem to be 
taking the “green” approach 
these days. But this move-
ment seems to have only 
started in the last few years 
as far as cars and other ma-
chinery are concerned. One 
Sacramento club, howev-
er, has been advocating the 
green motto for 25 years in 
the form of gardening.

The Organic Gardening 
Club of Sacramento Coun-
ty is a non-profit organi-
zation founded in 1985, in 
the absolute infancy of the 
movement. 

“Nobody really knew 
much about it at the time,” 
club president Barbara 
Schulte said. “But now I 
think a lot more people are 
going organic.”

The club meets on the 
first Friday of each month 
at Carmichael Park, 5750 
Grant Ave. in Sacramen-
to. The meetings are open 

to the public and one of the 
goals of the club is to edu-
cate people about the ben-
efits of organic gardening 
rather than just how to do 
it.

“It is absolutely the health-
iest way to grow food both 
for the environment and 
for people,” Schulte said. “It 
is very important to grow 
without pesticides and try-
ing to make the healthiest 
soil possible.”

Healthy soil doesn’t just 
aid in the growing of differ-
ent fruits and vegetables, it 
also acts as a nature-made 
insect repellent, according 
to Schulte.

“If the soil is healthy it 
keeps away the harmful in-
sects,” she said.

There is a misconcep-
tion that going organic is 
a difficult thing to do that 
leads to much more work 
being done by the garden-
er; Schulte described why 
that’s simply not the case.

“It’s absolutely easy to do,” 
she said. “You can make it 

difficult if you want to, but 
you certainly don’t have to. 
Most nurseries have organ-
ic products and staff that 
can answer any questions 
you have about it.”

As with anything else, 
there are levels of difficulty 
depending on how far you 
want to get into it. Schulte 
spoke of the organic grow-
ing of flowers and plants 
that can actually attract 
beneficial insects to an or-
ganic garden, which could 
greatly aid growing.

She also believes that the 
word is getting out about 
the benefits of organic gar-
dening, partly thanks to 
groups like hers.

“I think it has become 
more common recently,” she 
said. “ There are many arti-
cles out about the different 
ways to become an organ-
ic grower. People are begin-
ning to realize that it isn’t 
complicated and our pro-
grams teach them what to 
do. People are really starting 
to learn that it’s a healthy 
way to grow.”

The group welcomes new 
members, but Schulte asks 
that people attend a couple 
of the monthly meetings be-
fore deciding whether to join. 
The meetings are open to the 
public and are a good way 
to introduce yourself to the 
concept of going organic.

She also said that the Fair 
Oaks Horticulture Center 
has an organic exhibit that 

could be helpful for inter-
ested parties. 

The February meeting 
featured Candace Schuncke 
from the Fair Oaks Horti-
cultural Center. Her pre-
sentation was titled “It’s 
all about the dirt” where 
she talked about the best 
kinds of soil for growing. 

The March meeting (which 
will take place on March 5) 
will welcome master gar-
dener Mary Ose, who will 
talk about spring gardening 
preparation.

Those interested in be-
coming a member can con-
tact the club at (916) 635-
6724.

Gardening meetings at Carmichael Park

Good things grow at county organic gardening club

Photo by kafka4prez via Flickr.com
Healthy soil doesn’t just aid in the growing of different fruits and vegetables, it 
also acts as a nature-made insect repellent, according to Organic Gardening Club 
of Sacramento County president Barbara Schulte.
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J a n e y  Wa y  M e m o r i e s

Is there a 
doctor in 
the house?

By MARTY RELLES
Arden-Carmichael News Columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

The Costamagna family lived across the street from 
our house on Janey Way: Dom Costamagna, his wife 
Leda and their boys Gary and Jim. Dom worked as a 
field supervisor for Pacific Gas and Electric. He was 
the kind of guy who could fix anything. If your hot wa-
ter heater broke, Dom came over and fixed it. If your 
toilet clogged, Dom helped you un-clog it.

Dom fixed people, too. When one of the kids on 
the block fell and scraped a shin or cut a hand, Dom 
came with his big first aid box and repaired the dam-
age. He always seemed to be there for us. I remember 
one incident in particular. One summer evening, we 
played tag on the lawn in front of St. Mary’s Church 
in East Sacramento. The cement pathway around the 
lawn formed the border for the game. One boy chased 
another until he made the tag. When a boy chased 
my brother Terry diagonally across the lawn, Terry, 
who was a little clumsy, fell. He landed on the sharp 
edge of an exposed sprinkler head. Blood gushed out 
of his knee and Terry began to cry. He got up to walk 
home which only opened the wound further. The boys 
pushed Terry back down to the ground and one boy 
yelled, “Someone get Dom Costamagna!” A few min-
utes later, Dom came around the front of the church 
carrying his first aid box. He walked over to the melee 
and knelt down by Terry who still cried loudly. “Don’t 
worry Terry,” Dom said, “I’ll fix you up.” 

Dom took out a bottle of hydrogen peroxide and 
poured it over the wound. He wiped it dry with a clean 
white cloth. He then tightly taped a piece of gauze 
over the wound to stop the bleeding. Then, he slid one 
arm under Terry’s legs and one arm around his shoul-
der, picked him up and carried him back to Janey Way. 
We followed behind him carrying the first aid box. 
When he got home, he put Terry in the front of his car, 
sat down in the driver’s seat beside him, started the en-
gine and drove off.

As he headed off, he said, “Someone tell Martin 
(our dad) I’m taking Terry to the hospital emergen-
cy room.”

I ran home immediately to tell mom. She called dad, 
who was on duty at the Sacramento Police Depart-
ment. When dad got the message, he met Dom and 
Terry at the hospital.

Terry came home late that night with over 20 stitch-
es in his damaged knee. Thanks to Dom, he healed 
quickly. Sadly, Dom passed away a few years ago. I 
stood up at the funeral and related the story of how 
Dom cared for my little brother. As people wiped a 
tear from their eye, they smiled. Like all the fathers on 
Janey Way, Dom looked after all the children on the 
block. With their loving care, we survived and pros-
pered. All of our fathers, save one, have passed on now, 
but we have not forgotten what they did for us.
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Get in the calendar

Is your club, group, church, school, or 
organization having an upcoming event? 
Let us know. Send information about your 
event—including date, time, location, a 
brief description, cost (if any), and contact 
information—to Calendar, c/o Valley 
Community Newspapers, 2709 Riverside 
Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818, or e-mail 
ryanrose@valcomnews.com. Deadline is 
one week before publication. Priority is given 
to events that are in the community and/or 
of little or no cost. There is no guarantee that 
events submitted will appear in the calendar. 
To ensure placement within the newspaper, 
please call 429.9901 to place an advertisement.

February

Jo Anne Marquardt art show
The Unitarian Universalist Society of Sacra-
mento presents an exhibition of the artwork 
of Land Park resident Jo Anne Marquardt Jan. 
22 to Mar. 21, 2010 at the UUSS Auditorium 
located at 2425 Sierra Blvd, Sacramento. An 
opening reception will be held on Friday, Jan. 
22 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. This event is free. 
For more information visit www.uuss.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pocket girls softball
Register now through March 1 for the 2010 
season or visit www.pocketgirlssoftball.com. 
For girls ages 4 ½ to 16.

February 11

Computer club meeting
The Mission Oaks Computer Club will 
meet on Thursday, February 11, 2010 from 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Mission Oaks 
Community Center, 4701 Gibbons Drive, 
Carmichael, CA. The meeting topic will be 
“Using Online Bill Paying Systems.” A prob-
lem solving clinic, led by Adam Lacey of 
Applications, Etc, will follow the meeting. 
First-time visitors are welcome. For addi-
tional information call (916) 366-1687 or 
visit our Web site at www.missionoakscom-
puterclub.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

California Citizens for Health 

Freedom
Sponsored by California Citizens for 
Health Freedom, a free lecture on “Body 
Signs, Swine Flu and You” will be presented 
by Jim McAfee, Th.M., C.C.N., 7 - 9 p.m. 
at the SMUD Auditorium (the old SMUD 
Building), 6201 S Street, Sacramento. Call 
916-635-6724 for information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Parks and Rec meeting
The Carmichael Recreation and Park District 
is developing a Recreation Master Plan to 
guide our programs. We would like the com-
munities input to determine the types of ac-
tivities and programs that are needed to meet 
the recreation interests of our district. There 
are two community workshops scheduled for 
your convenience. Recreation Master Plan 
Community Workshop, Thursday, February 
11 at 6 p.m. La Sierra Community Center, 
5325 Engle Rd, Carmichael, CA 95608.

February 12

Carmichael Geranium Society meeting
Carmichael Geranium Society February meeting 
- 2/12/10, Carmichael Community Clubhouse 
at 5759 Grant Avenue, Carmichael. Robin Par-

er will show us how to grow angel and pansy face 
pelargoniums visitors welcome - no fee.

February 13

Coca-Cola Memorabilia Sale
Coca-Cola Memorabilia Sale from 11a.m. 
to 2p.m. at Red Lion Hotel at Arden, 1401 
Arden Way, Sacramento CA The Great Get 
Together Chapter of the Coca Cola Col-
lectors Club will be holding a Memorabil-
ia Sale as a part of its 32nd Annual Conven-
tion. Entrance is free. For more information, 
contact: Mel Munson, Convention Chair-
person, Telephone: 530 662 8840, E Mail: 
mmunson@pacbell.net

February 14

Concert at All Saints
Matthew Walsh, Organist and Maria Cas-
well, Violinist, in Concert at All Saints Epis-
copal Church, 2076 Sutterville Rd., Sac-
ramento, on Sunday, February 14, 2010 at 
4:00 PM. Music by Rheinberger, Bach and 
others, with $10 donation. For more infor-
mation, visit www.allsaintssacramento.org 
or call 455-0643.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

All Saints concert
Feb. 14, Sunday, 4:00 PM All Saints Epis-
copal Church, 2076 Sutterville Rd., Sacra-
mento.$10 suggested. Matthew Walsh, Or-
ganist, assisted by Maria Caswell, Violinist. 
In addition to organ literature by Bach Alain 
and others, the duo will perform four seldom 
heard pieces for organ and violin by Josef 
Rheinberger, 19c. German composer. Walsh, 
a faculty member at Holy Names University 
in the Bay Area, has a long history as a cathe-
dral organist, most recently in Chicago. Ms. 
Caswell performs on both baroque and mod-
ern violins and is a member of the American 
Bach Soloists. You can get more information 
from our church’s website: www.allsaintssac-
ramento.org or from Matthew Walsh at stel-
larsky@sbcglobal.net or, the builder of our 
organ, Scott Nelson at 916-399-9752.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mardi Gras Sunday
Northminster Presbyterian Church will 
present a special worship service on Sun-
day, February 14, at 9:55 a.m., featuring the 
acclaimed Dixieland Minsters performing 
traditional Dixieland jazz.  Following the 
service, a free Mardi Gras luncheon of Jamba-
laya beans and rice, and “red velvet” cake will 
be served. Northminster is located at 3235 
Pope Avenue, between Watt and Fulton Av-
enues. For more information call (916) 487-
5192 or visit northminsteronline.org.

February 15

American Heritage Day
American Heritage Day event at 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., 8201 Greenback Lane, Fair Oaks. 
The 8th Annual American Heritage Day 
will be held at Mt. Vernon Memorial Park. 
This event brings history to life for children 
with hands on/re-enactment performances. 
Families can enjoy over 17 different perfor-
mances and continuous free entertainment. 
For more information, call (916) 969-1251.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Genealogy Workshop
Root Cellar – Sacramento Genealogical So-
ciety - February 17, 2010. Informal work-
shop to exchange ideas and problem solve. 
Presentation: “DNA - How Much Do You 

Understand?” with John Jay. Merrill Gar-
dens (Garden Square Room), 7418 Stock 
Ranch Road, Citrus Heights, 1pm-3pm. 
Sign-in at front desk, wear guest badge, sign 
out when leaving. Free, everyone welcome. 
Contact John Jay (916) 331-0963, jksljay@
sbcglobal.net, or www.rootcellar.org.

February 18

What Do I Do with All This Stuff?
Event is Thursday, February 18, 2010 from 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Carmichael Park 
Clubhouse, 5750 Grant Ave, Carmichael. 
FREE class, but must pre-register by calling 
485-5322. Start 2010 with a clean-sweep! 
Surrounded by clutter? Need to organize 
years of belongings, mementos and paper? 
This class will help you begin the task of 
sorting and disposing of clutter to help keep 
things manageable.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Brown Bag Poetry Readings
Held 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. at 828 I Street, the 
Sacramento Poetry Center will hold a poet-
ry reading from 12 noon to 1 pm, the third 
Thursday of every month, at the Central Li-
brary. Brown Bag Poetry will be held Thurs-
day, February 18th and continues through the 
year. Sacramento poet Mary Zeppa will host 
the readings with assistance from poet Law-
rence Dinkins and Poet Laureate Bob Stanley. 
Bring a brown-bag lunch and a favorite poem 
- or you may select from material available in 
the library. Information: 264-2920.

February 20

Crab feed for Children’s home
Sacramento Children’s Home Guild to hold 
“Down By the Sea” Crab Feed, Saturday, 
February 20, 2010, at the Folsom Commu-
nity Center, 52 Natoma Street, Folsom, CA 
95630. Tickets are $45. For reservations, 
call 916-698-1150.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Boy Scouts Recycle E-Waste
When: Saturday, Feb 20, 2010, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Where: Arcade Wesleyan Church, 3532 
Whitney Ave., Sacramento (near corner of 
Whitney & Sunset Ave.) They can take: TVs 
(including flat screens), laptops, monitors, 
VCRs, stereos, disk drives, PDAs, Zip drives, 
computer mice, printers & copiers, scanners 
& faxes, telephones, video game consoles, 
small appliances (such as blenders, mixers 
toasters, vacuum and carpet cleaners). CEAR 
shreds all computer disk and hard drives to 
protect your privacy. We can’t take: Large ap-
pliances. Questions? Want to arrange a pick-
up (if you’ve got big items or you’re a busi-
ness)? Contact: ponyexpress@surewest.net.

February 24

Los Ninos Service League
The Los Ninos Service League is hold-
ing its next recruitment drive for volun-
teers to work within our organization. We 
would greatly appreciate it if you would post 
the following notice in your next upcom-
ing publication. Thank you in advance for 
your continued support of the Casa Gar-
den Restaurant and Sacramento Children’s 
Home. Want to give back to our community 
and have fun too? Become a volunteer in the 
dining room, kitchen, or garden at the Casa 
Garden Restaurant. The restaurant, located 
in the Curtis Park neighborhood, has been 
raising funds for the Sacramento Children’s 
Home since 1974. For more information 
about being a volunteer, please join us at our 
restaurant on February 24, 2010, 9:30 a.m., 
at 2760 Sutterville Road, Sacramento, CA 
95820. Please RSVP by calling (916) 452-
2809, as we look forward to meeting you.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 714-1606
Lic # 510423

Arden Carmichael  News
Home Improvement Guide

call Melissa at 429-9901 to advertise your service 
BUILDING MATERIALS

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable
Res. & Commercial work

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/Free Est.

Since 1960 in Sac area

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

FENCING

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

 NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME FOR 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS call Melissa at (916) 429-9901!

BUILDING MATERIALS & FENCING COMPUTER REPAIR

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Licensed & Insured
Senior Discounts

GUTTER CLEANING

 Lic# 630547

James Brothers Services

(916) 236-8940

HANDYMAN
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

 456-7777

NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME  
FOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS! 

CALL Melissa at 429-9901 FOR RATES

Arden Carmichael  News
Home Improvement Guide

call Melissa at 429-9901 to advertise your service 

CALL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE ESTIMATES / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

PLUMBING

We’ll beat any written estimate! 
We charge by the job, 

not by the hour!

Call Don @(916) 481-3836
lic # 713823

straightline Plumbing

ComPleTe Plumbing 
service & repair

Terra bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430
or 802-9897

LANDSCAPING

• Full yard maintenance
• one time clean-up

gardening maintenance
get ready for spring!

“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

REMODEL CONTRACTORPLUMBING

CALL 444-0551

DON’T BE CAUGHT IN THE COLD! 
Season Special

Heating System tune-up $85

HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING

FREE ESTIMATES / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS / LIC # 696355

Heating & Cooling Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 

 High Efficiency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

STORM Clean-up Specials
HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• RAIN GUTTERS CLEANED
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 10 YRS*

lic#128758/Ref

GARY’S PAINTING
cUstoM resIDeNtIAL                   

INterIor & exterIor over 20 
YeArs exPerIeNce wItH PrIDe

exceLLeNt refereNces       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PAINTING

LANDSCAPING

PLUMBING

  

office 442-7586 mobile 204-4090
Located on corner of 7th and Riverside Boulevard

25% Discount for all new customers with this ad, good until 07/31
(discount applies to labor only)

Water Heater   Disposal    Faucets
Sewer & Drain Cleaning/Video Camera Inspections

We sPeCiAliZe in
•Copper repipe •Sewer and water line replacements •Gas lines - installed

Full Service
Keith & Harry StaleyRiverside Plumbing 

 Lic# 338816 C-36 

FReeDom
HAnDymAn seRViCes

HANDYMAN

Free up your time from those pesky 
unwanted jobs. i do odd jobs, 

plumbing, carpentry, security door 
installation, light fixtures & fans, 

recaulking of tubs, hauling
no Job Too smAll!

Call eric
(916)470-3488

Reliable Handyman

HANDYMAN

Doors • Molding • Windows
Cabinets • Electrical 

• Plumbing
Water Heaters • Disposals

All repairs
15 Years Experience

Call (916) 806-7879

bRiCK & sTone

 (916) 899-0101

MASONRY

Cultured stone, block,
Walls, Patios, Walks,

FRee estimates

CA lic #516538 ~ References

ROOFING



AMERICAN RIVER DRIVE
Desirable Sierra Oaks 4 bedroom 3 full baths with great floor 
plan and generous room sizes. Living room has stunning 
travertine fireplace. Family room has wood beamed vaulted 
ceiling. Remote 4th bed and bath. Location, location, close to 
American River Parkway. See www.3321AmericanRiverDr.
epropertysites.com $699,000

CAROLE GOODIN 718-0875

SIERRA OAKS
Remodeled in late ‘07. Charming hardwood floors, 
kitchen w/ granite, new appliances, tile flooring, new 
dual pane windows w/ new shutters. Dining & living 
rooms have fireplaces. 3 baths remodeled w/ granite, 
new fixtures & cabinets. See www.3008Huntington.
quickbuyme.com $699,000

NITA CASKEY 616-5380

2401 American River Drive, 
Suite 150 

484-2030

COMING SOON
Tlustosch Construction presents this beautifully remodeled 
single story - Moss & Moss ltd edition 2 bed/2 bath, 1600 sq. 
ft. home. LR w/ wood beamed truss ceiling & stone fireplace.  
Custom designed kitchen w/new cabinetry, granite counters, 
stainless steel appliances & tile flooring.  Baths updated w/ 
granite.  See www.windermeredunnigan.com  $359,900

CHRIS BALESTRERI 996-2244

Visit Our Web Site: www.windermeredunnigan.com

PENDING!

WYNDGATE HOME
Beautifully appointed & updated home in gated 
community. Kitchen redone in 2009. Teak wood 
& stone flooring. New H/A unit in 2008. Custom 
closets. Redone stone patios. Pool & Spa resurfaced. 
3 Bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths. Many amenities. See 
www.432WyndgateRd.com $650,000

PATTY BAETA 806-7761

UNIQUE ARDEN PARK W/ STABLES
Fabulous remodeled ranch home on 1.19 acre in Arden Oaks. 
New kitchen, master bath. LR, FR & game rm. Remodeled 
pool, new outdoor kit w/ Viking range, 4-stall horse barn, 
oversized 3 car gar w/ shop. Creek runs through yard. See 
www.4010WindingCreek.com $1,295,000

LEIGH RUTLEDGE 612-6911
BILL HAMBRICK 600-6528

AMAZING RIVER VIEWS
Rare opportunity to live on the river! You don't 
just see the river from inside most rooms - you 
hear the San Juan rapids!! Gorgeous private set-
ting at the end of a cul-de-sac. Remodel the house 
or build your dream home. See www.AlexanderCt.
com $925,000

CARMAH HATCH 765-6210

PRIVATE CUL DE SAC
French  Normandy  home  on  p r iva t e  cu l  de  s ac . 
F e a t u r e s  p r iva t e  o p e n  c o u r t y a r d .  O p e n  l i v -
i ng  room wi th  l o t s  o f  g l a s s  and  F rench  doo r s 
g iv ing  an  open  and  a i ry  f e e l i ng .  5  bed rooms 
a n d  3  b a t h s .  S e e  w w w. 2 1 8 H a t h a w a y C t . c o m 
$750 ,000

PATTY BAETA 806-7761

WELLINGTON ESTATES
Rarely does one of these homes come on the market. Just feet 
from the American River Parkway. Completely remodeled 
kitchen. Large master and master bath. Atrium off of den. 
Attached two car garage. See www.1049HarringtonWay.
isnowforsale.com $399,900

LEIGH RUTLEDGE 612-6911
BILL HAMBRICK 600-6528

GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD
Charming open floor plan that's just right for you! 
Real hardwood floors, updated kitchen with Quartz 
countertops, huge family room with beamed ceil-
ings and a gigantic garage that's potentially a 4 
car garage. See www.4715BowerwoodDr.com 
$379,500

CARMAH HATCH 765-6210

UNIVERSITY PARK
Spacious & free-standing Powell-built home 
w/ over 2400 sq ft. Popular model w/ sunny 
kitchen, formal dining room & a family room off 
kitchen. Lots of privacy & 2 car attached garage. 
Beautiful flooring, roof is only a few yrs old. See 
www.2014UniversityParkDr.com $388,000

ANN WORTHINGTON 425-7715

PENDING!


