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w w w . v a l com   n e w s . com 
By MARILYN VAN LÖBEN SELS
Arden-Carmichael News guest columnist

If your high school senior is heading to college 
this fall, your first task for 2011 is to fill out the 
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 
and submit it ASAP through www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Filling out this form is not difficult and will 
be easier to complete if you understand why the 
FAFSA is so important and if you prepare ahead 
of time. You can expect the entire process to take 
just a few hours and you need to make the project 
a top priority in order to have the best chance at 
receiving funding to pay next year’s college bills.

You will notice that the FAFSA has two parts—
one for students and one for parents. It is important 
for students to take an active role in applying for fi-
nancial aid not only because they will benefit from 
college but also so they will know how to deal with 
the FAFSA in succeeding years at renewal time.
Filling out the FAFSA is a family project.

At this point, you probably have some questions:

Why should I fill out the FAFSA?
Everyone should fill out the FAFSA because it 

is the basis for all financial aid – even merit aid 
given by colleges, and it may establish your eligi-
bility for some loans.

How do I approach this task?
Here are the steps you need to follow:

1. Both parents and students need to apply for PIN 
numbers.  They are free at www.pin.ed.gov and nec-
essary so you can electronically sign your FAFSA.
2. Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov and print out a FAF-
SA so you can become familiar with the form 
and complete information to transfer to your on-
line application—use it as your draft.
3. Gather information for you and your student:  
social security and drivers license numbers; 2009 
tax records and W-2 forms; current bank state-
ments, mortgage and investment information; and 

records of any untaxed income information.  (Note:  
You will estimate your 2010 income based on 2009 
earnings and later make online revisions when your 
2010 tax information becomes available.)

What are some definitions I need to know?
• “You” and “Your” mean the student.
• “School” and “College” mean any school beyond 
high school.
• “School Year” means July 1, 2011 through June 
30, 2012.

What else do I need to know?
• For dates, use this format:  02152011 (Febru-
ary 15, 2011).
• For dollar amounts, round to the nearest dol-
lar:  $258.99 is recorded 259.

The good news is that plenty of help is available. 
The new FAFSA website’s help menu includes Live 
Help, a secure online chat sessions; Call Us (800) 4-
FED-AID; and E-mail Us: FederalStudentAidCus-
tomerService@ed.gov. During the next two months, 
sixteen Cash for College Workshops will be held 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. throughout the Sacramento 
area. In an hour, you get the help you need and may 
even enter a contest to win a $1,000 scholarship.

Jan. 27	 Sacramento Charter High School
Feb. 2	 New San Juan High School
Feb. 3	 West Campus High School
Feb. 17	 Hiram Johnson High School
Feb. 22	 Kennedy High School
Feb. 23	 Burbank High School
There are more sites and information at 

www.calgrants.org.
As with your college applications, work careful-

ly, proofread for accuracy and answer all questions. 
The ultimate deadline in California is March 2, 
but be ahead of the game and submit your FAF-
SA early – NOW. Good luck, and I hope filling 
out your FAFSA goes well and reaps good results 
for you and your family.

Filling out the FAFSA is a family project
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By SUSAN LAIRD
Arden-Carmichael News editor
susan@valcomnews.com

Residents  of  the Sac-
ramento area wi l l  have 
an opportunity  to ex-
perience 26 venues that 
enhance the high qual-
ity  of  l i fe  in  the reg ion 
when the 13th annu-
al  Sacramento Museum 

Day is  held on Saturday, 
Feb. 5.

The free museum day 
is just that: a day to en-
joy free admission to the 
many museums in Sac-
ramento and through-
out the region. This year’s 
event is presented by the 
Sacramento Association 
of  Museums (SAM) and 

is sponsored by Umpqua 
Bank. Over 85,000 people 
participated in last year ’s 
free Museum Day.

Museums are nonprofit 
and educational institu-
tions that make a unique 
contribution to the com-
munity by interpreting 
and preserving the things 
of  this world, according 

to the California Museum 
Association.

There is a museum for 
every taste and interest. 
There are art and natural 
history museums, science 
and technology centers, 
historical societies and 
museums, botanical gar-
dens, zoos, children’s mu-
seums and much more.

“ With an expanded and 
energized focus on the 
arts, culture and muse-
um offerings in the Sac-
ramento region, this is an 
exciting time to explore 
the rich experiences avail-
able at a wide variety of 
local museums,” said Paul 
Hammond, Sacramento 
Association of  Museums 

chairman. “Sacramento 
Museum Day offers the 
perfect opportunity for 
everyone to visit a muse-
um they haven’t been be-
fore – or return to an old 
favorite – to gain a new 
appreciation for or a fresh 
perspective about our re-
gion, our state, and our 
world.”

Event coordinators rec-
ommend planning ahead, 
and to limit the day to 
two or three different mu-
seums on the day of  the 
event in order to allow 
adequate time to enjoy 
the experience. Free shut-
tles will operate through-

Popular ‘Free Museum Day’ returns Feb. 5

See Museum Day, page 5
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The Aerospace Museum of California will be among 26 museums that will open 
their doors to the public for the 13th annual free Museum Day on Feb. 5.

out the day with stopping 
points located adjacent to 
many—but not all—par-
ticipating museums. The 
California Museum, at 
10th and O streets, serves 
as the central transfer 
point for shuttle routes 
in operation during Sac-
ramento Museum Day. 
Volunteer “step-on” tour 
guides will be on-board 
to assist riders and nar-
rate the route, courtesy of 
the Sacramento Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau.

Participating museums 
this year include: Aero-
space Museum of  Califor-
nia , the California Au-
tomobile Museum , the 
California Foundry His-
tory Museum , the Cali-
fornia State Military Mu-
seum, the California State 
Capitol Museum, The 
California Museum, the 
California State Indian 
Museum, the California 
State Railroad Museum, 
the Crocker Art Museum, 
the Discovery Museum 
Science and Space Center, 
the Don & June Salvatori 
California Pharmacy Mu-
seum, Fairytale Town, the 
Folsom History Muse-
um, the Governor’s Man-
sion State Historic Park, 
the Heidrick Ag History 
Center in Woodland, the 
Leland Stanford Man-
sion State Historic Park, 
the Museum of  Medical 
History, the Old Sacra-
mento Schoolhouse Mu-
seum, Old Sacramento 

State Historic Park, the 
Sacramento Zoo, the Sac-
ramento Historic City 
Cemetery, the Sacramento 
History Museum, the So-
journer Truth Multicul-
tural Arts Museum, Sut-
ter ’s Fort State Historic 
Park, the Wells Fargo 
History Museum on Cap-
itol Mall and the Wells 
Fargo History Museum in 
Old Sacramento.

Detailed information 
about participating mu-
seums, suggested parking, 
public transit options, and 
free event shuttle routes 
is available at www.sac-
museums.org (click on 
“Events”), or by calling 
the Sacramento Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau at 
(916) 808-7777.

Museums, in  addit ion 
to  be ing  the  stewards  of 
our  cu ltura l  and natura l 

her i tage, offer  every-
one  the  inva luable  op -
portunity  to  re f resh , re -
lax , recharge  and renew. 
As  the  old  adage  goes , 
“ You ’ve  got  to  pour  into 
yourse l f  before  you can 
pour  yourse l f  out  for 
others .”

Museum Day
Continued from page 4
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By LINDA MELODY
Special to Arden-Carmichael News

Political, civic, and commu-
nity leaders gathered togeth-
er at The Palace to honor the 
Carmichael Chamber’s 2011 
Person of the Year, Sacramen-
to County Supervisor Susan 
Peters on Jan. 7.

The event, entitled “Des-
perately Seeking Susan” after 
the movie starring Madonna, 
was emceed by former Sacra-
mento Chief Meteorologist 
Tom Loffman. Represent-
ing the 3rd District, which 
includes Carmichael, Peters 
was honored amongst a room 
full of friends and communi-
ty leaders, including Sheriff 
John McGinness, Sacramen-
to County’s new sheriff, Scott 
Jones and former Supervisor 
Sandy Smoley.

Smoley, Assemblyman Rog-
er Niello and Jack Harrison of 
the Carmichael Recreation & 
Park District all shared about 
their experiences with Peters 
and the valuable impact she 
has had on the community.

The evening included hon-
oring Dr. Major A. Nilson as 

Peters honored as the Carmichael Chamber’s 2011 Person of the Year

Arden-Carmichael News photo, Bill Condray
Jack Harrison presents Sacramento County Supervisor Susan Peters with a framed artwork, thanking her for her support of 
Camrichael’s Park and Recreation District.

the Chamber’s 2011 Business 
Person of the Year. Nilson has 
been involved with the Cham-
ber for over 56 years, includ-
ing twice being Board Presi-
dent. Nilson is a veterinarian, 
a World War II veteran and a 
humanitarian.

Peters administered 
the oath of office to the 
2011 Carmichael Cham-
ber Board. The new Board 
includes President Chris 
Meyer of Lind Brothers Fu-
neral Home, Vice-President 
Gary Andersen of Century 
21 All Professional, Secre-
tary Becky Furtado of Mer-
cy San Juan Medical Cen-
ter, Treasurer Cary Duckett 
of Cypress Avenue Baptist 
Church and directors Bill 
Schlack of XLeration Ser-
vices and Don Hall of Cal-
ifornia Central Property 
Management Group. 

“I am touched by all the 
kind things that have been 
shared tonight,” Peters said. 
“It has been a privilege to 
serve the County and the peo-
ple of Carmichael.”

Arden-Carmichael News photo, Bill Condray
Chris Meyer presented Major A. Nilson, DVM, with a plaque honoring the World War II veteran and humanitarian as the 
Carmichael Chamber’s 2011 Business Person of the Year. Nilson has been with the chamber for over 56 years.
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By TANIA NEWMAN
Arden-Carmichael News correspondent

Valent ina  Kern ce lebrated 
her  100th birthday  surround-
ed by  her  fami ly  and f r iends 
in  her  home at  Aeg is  of  Car-
michael .

She  waltzed  w ith  her  son- in 
law, Horace  Wolf , a s  she  wa s 
serenaded by  Rick  Bezemer  on 
h i s  accordion. In  recognit ion 
of  her  b i rthday, she  wa s  pre -
sented  w ith  a  large  bouquet  of 
red  roses .

Ke rn  wa s  b orn  i n  S i b e r i a 
a nd  at te nd e d  s cho ol  i n  Ha r-
b i n , Ma nchu r i a ,  C h i n a . He r 
f a the r  wa s  a l re ady  l iv i ng  i n 
the  Un i te d  St ate s  whe n  she 
j o i ne d  h i m  i n  1 9 2 9  at  the  a ge 
o f  1 9 .

Upon her  arr iva l  in  the  States 
she  took a  job  sew ing  in  a  fac-
tory. She  met  and marr ied  her 
husband of  seventy  years , Max 
Kern, in  1933. They  l ived  in 
San Franci sco  and San Car-
los  before  they  moved to  Sac-
ramento  in  1999. Max pa ssed 
away  in  2003. Together  they 
had a  daughter, Nina  and two 
grandchi ldren, Michael  and 
Catherine.

In  her  spare  t ime Kern en-
joys  reading, both  in  Rus-
s ian  and Engl i sh . She  i s  a l so 
very  knowledgeable  in  Russ ian 
History. When the  weather  i s 
n ice, she  spends  most  of  her 
t ime outs ide  he lping  w ith  the 
f lower  garden. She  says  she 
fee l s  “so  lucky  to  have  l ived  in 
America .”

Carmichael resident celebrates 100 years

Photo courtesy
Feeling 100 years young, Carmichael resident Valentina Kern celebrated her birthday at Aegis of Carmi-
chael this month. A native of Siberia, she came to this country as a teenager in 1929 and feels lucky to 
have lived in the United States of America.

Overcoming the odds 
to create a new life

NAPSA – Veteran William 
“Bill” McGee, a well-known re-
tired radio and TV broadcaster 
in the San Francisco Bay Area, 
felt pretty hopeless when faced 
with the misfortune of going 
blind. Fortunately, he had a 
helpful resource to turn to.

Department of Veterans Af-
fairs (VA) Blind Rehabilitation 
Service gave him a new life that 
inspired him, with the help of 
his wife, Sandra, to write a book 
about it. Created with her assis-
tance, the book describes what 
VA blind rehab can do for vet-
erans, both those who lose their 
sight as a result of combat opera-
tions as well as due to age-related 
factors such as macular degener-
ation, retinitis pigmentosa, glau-
coma, and diabetic retinopathy.

His booklet, “Learning to 
Cope with Sight Loss: Six 
Weeks at a VA Blind Rehabil-
itation Center,” recounts Mc-
Gee’s loss of sight and his sub-
sequent day-to-day experience 
at the VA Western Blind Re-
habilitation Center (WBRC) 
in Palo Alto.

It outlines how the center 
works and what is taught there, 
training that includes Visual 
Skills, Orientation and Mobil-
ity, Living Skills, Manual Skills, 
Computer Access Program, 
Recreation Therapy, and Fam-
ily Training.

The publication, also 
available online and on au-

dio CD, explains how such 
instruction and training 
improved McGee’s coping 
skills. McGee hopes to in-
spire others.
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document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

10 % OFF 
SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will • Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

loving companionS

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

elderly services

Hospice and More
Hourly and 24 Hr. Live-In

Free Home Assessment
Liability Insured, Bonded

(916) 453-1344
4420 del rio rd, sacto. ca 95822

Long Term Insurance Accepted

real estate services
your services

are needed
call melissa

today
to place your  

ad
(916) 429-9901

transition/relocation

By ART GERMAN
Arden-Carmichael News Writer

There’s a vital and little-
known connection with our 
very own Sacramento area 
in a just-published book – a 
potential best-seller – that 
tells the story of helicopters 
and how they came into in-

creasingly widespread use 
by U.S. presidents during 
the years after the Korean 
and Vietnam wars.

The book, “Inside the 
President’s Helicopter: Re-
flections of a White House 
Senior Pilot,” was authored 
by Army Lt. Col. Gene T. 
Boyer, the senior presiden-

tial helicopter pilot during 
the administrations of Lyn-
don Johnson, Richard Nix-
on and Gerald Ford. The 
local connection is provid-
ed by Jackie Boor, listed on 
the book cover as a co-au-
thor with Boyer. The book 
lists Boyer as the author 
and is written in the first 

‘Inside the President’s Helicopter’ a tale of courage, history

See Helicopter, page 9

person, but the title adds 
Boor’s name as participat-
ing in authoring the book.

A South Area resident for 
the past 35 years, Boor, 59, 
makes her home in Sacra-
mento.

Over the years, she has 
been active locally in a num-
ber of areas. She’s worked 
as a freelance writer and fa-
cilitator for several local or-
ganizations, achieving rec-
ognition and special awards 
from Sacramento Mayor 
Kevin Johnson, the County 
Board of Supervisors, Sher-
iff ’s Department and other 
Sacramento-area agencies. 
She is now an associate for 
Land Park-based Lang and 
Associates, a human dy-
namics consulting firm.

Boor first met helicop-
ter pilot Boyer in 1995 at 
American River College, 
when the retired helicopter 
pilot lived for a time in El 
Dorado Hills after retiring 
from the military. The idea 
of an autobiography based 
on Boyer’s years piloting 
U.S. presidents along with 
numerous other world lead-
ers developed gradually.

By 2007, when Boy-
er had moved to Hunting-
ton Beach on the Southern 
California coast, the book-
writing project finally be-
gan to bear fruit. Over the 

next three years, there were 
frequent trips by Boor to 
Boyer’s new home, where 
the two conferred, wrote 
and edited the book’s 412 
pages of history as recalled 
by the presidents’ helicop-
ter pilot.

Gradually, the volume be-
gan to take shape and was 
finally completed in late 
2010.

Boyer began his military 
career during the Korean 
War in the 1950s, when he-
licopters were used primar-
ily to evacuate battle ca-
sualties. Later, during the 
Vietnam War, the value of 
helicopters to pinpoint sites 
of battle action began to be-
come clearer and they were 
increasingly used in actual 
combat operations.

By this time, Boyer had 
decided that his own fu-
ture would be concentrat-
ed on helicopters and their 
unique uses in air travel 
and combat missions. He 
was assigned to the White 
House in 1963 and became 
the Army’s Executive Flight 
Detachment commander in 
1969.

All told, Boyer’s career 
included in 6,900 hours 
devoted to copter flights, 
368 in combat operations 
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in Korea and Vietnam, and 
580 on presidential mis-
sions, some of them taking 
him to far corners of the 
world, such as Egypt and 
the USSR.

Although he was raised 
by staunchly Democrat-
ic parents, Boyer makes it 
clear in his book that he 
didn’t think much of Dem-
ocrat Lyndon Johnson as 
president – “a drinker and 
a phoney” he says. He said 
he ended up voting for Re-
publican Richard Nixon as 
president and he appears 
to admire him as a public 
figure even in the face of 
Nixon’s eventual removal 
from the office at the end 
of the Watergate scandal.

At the end, he writes 
candidly about the pres-
idents and other leaders 
who came after he retired.

Noting that new Pres-
ident Gerald Ford se-
lected Donald Rumsfeld 
as his secretary of  de-
fense and Dick Cheney as 
his vice president, Boyer 
writes that “ We do know 
the most unforgivable and 
devastating imprint was 

their alignment with Pres-
ident George W. Bush to 
lead the U.S. invasion of 
Iraq – an insane war that 
should never have made 
it out of  the Oval Of-
fice.” That is the way Boy-
er feels about the Middle 
Eastern conflict that con-
tinues to take a heavy toll 
of  U.S. lives.

Boyer writes that he 
hopes his book will be 
viewed as paying tribute to 
those who fought for the 
nation in its foreign wars.

The pilot author also 
describes his effort, long 
after his military service 
was over, to salvage the 
helicopter that he piloted 
when Nixon departed from 
the White House when 
he was removed from the 
presidency – Nixon’s arms 
outstretched in a gesture 
of farewell to the nation. 
Boyer’s effort succeeded. 
The copter was eventually 
located in a warehouse and 
has been refurbished and 
moved to its permanent 
resting place in the Nix-
on Presidential Library in 
Yorba Linda, Calif.

The book has received 
glowing endorsements, 
including one from Julie 
Nixon Eisenhower, who 
states “Inside the Presi-
dent’s Helicopter is a sto-
ry of high adventure, cour-
age and history-making 
moments…a very human, 
up-close look at the Presi-
dency. It is a must read for 
anyone interested in the 
White House.”

The first author’s book 
signing ceremony was held 
Dec. 12 at Avid Book Store, 
across the street from the 
Tower Theater at Broad-
way and Land Park Drive. 
Boyer, who is dealing with 
recurrent health problems, 
was unable to attend, but 
additional signings are ex-
pected to be scheduled 
around the nation in the 
months to come.

The book is being of-
fered in both paperback 
and hard cover forms by 
the publisher, Cable Co. 
of Brule, Wisconsin. It is 
available to purchase at 
Avid Book Store and on-
line at www.amazon.com. Photo courtesy

LTC Gene T. Boyer with Army One, during the Nixon Administration.

Helicopter: Book endorsed by Julie Nixon Eisenhower
Continued from page 8
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Arden-Carmichael News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

The Carmichael Recre-
ation and Park District, 
which was recently featured 
in this newspaper in cele-
bration of its 65th anniver-
sary, will celebrate another 
significant accomplishment 
this month when the dis-
trict’s nonprofit 501(c)3 
foundation turns two years 
old.

Foundation established in 
2009

Organized as the Carmi-
chael Recreation and Park 
District Foundation on Jan. 
20, 2009, the foundation was 
designed to improve the dis-
trict’s parks and programs 
through community reinvest-
ment via tax-deductable con-
tributions.

The foundation, which 
has the ability to recruit, 
solicit and accept funds on 
a tax-free basis, is commit-
ted to further advancing the 
progress of various district 
projects from simple re-
pairs to having a new pool 
constructed at Carmichael 
Park.

Peter Tateishi, a Carmi-
chael native and a former 
member of the park district 
board, said that he found-
ed the CRPD Foundation 
through his desire to ad-
vance the district’s continual 
efforts to improve upon its 
offerings.

“I had done a lot with 
the park district and I rec-
ognized that we actually 
didn’t have a nonprofit that 
was dedicated to helping the 
park district in Carmichael,” 
Tateishi said. “Seeing all the 

good work that the park dis-
trict had done with the com-
munity, I thought that it was 
important that the commu-
nity had an outlet in which 
they could help the park dis-
trict to enhance and contin-
ue their work.

“The park district, just 
like any government agency, 
is obviously going through 
tough times. So, if this is the 
way that the community can 
come together and help ral-
ly and support (the district), 
we thought we needed that 
vehicle, that engine. That’s 
why we started the founda-
tion.”

Former swimmer, coach
Tateishi, a 1998 Jesuit High 

School graduate, who later 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
in government at Sacra-

mento State University and 
a master’s degree in public 
administration at the Uni-
versity of Southern Cal-
ifornia, said that as a per-
son who spent many years 
involved in local swim-
ming activities, he was es-
pecially interested in assist-
ing the Carmichael Aquatic 
and Park Projects (CAPP) 
Committee.

“From the time I was 10 
to the time I was 24, I swam 
(on) or coached different 
swimming teams,” Tateishi 
said. “ The park district had 
set (up the CAPP) Com-
mittee and they were trying 
to do an engineering survey. 
It was costing some mon-
ey and (the district) need-
ed a vehicle to pay for those 
things, so the foundation 
was able to help with get-
ting some of those funds 
and helping transfer those 
funds for paying for those 
services, so we could see 
whether or not the aquatics 
center would be a viable as-
sessment tool for the com-
munity.”

Tateishi, 30, added that 
he hopes that he can one 
day have children of his 
own who can swim at Car-
michael Park just like he 
did during his childhood.

Project ‘wish list’
In its efforts to set goals, the 

foundation has worked with 
the district to create a “wish 
list” for park projects, which 

require funds that are not yet 
available.

Among the “wishes” that 
can be found on the list are: a 
shade structure for the skate 
park at the La Sierra Com-
munity Center at 5325 En-
gle Road, window replace-
ments, new carpeting and a 
proposed petting zoo at the 
undeveloped Capra Park site 
at the corner of Kenneth Av-
enue and Aboreata Court.

Another one of the foun-
dation’s projects is to contin-
uously acquire and put aside 
funds for the Wall of Hon-
or, the memorial landmark 
at Patriots Park – Palm Av-
enue, off Dewey Drive – 
that honors people from the 
community who died in the 
line of duty.

As an ongoing project, 
new plaques need to repeat-
edly be purchased, engraved 
and installed on the wall.

A plan is also underway 
to enhance the current, off-
leash dog park at Carmi-
chael Park.

Foundation funds will ad-
ditionally be used to replace 
vandalized items at the dis-
trict’s parks such as the but-
terfly garden sign and a 
“spinner” playground appa-
ratus that were recently de-
stroyed at Patriots Park.

Community support needed
Since the foundation is 

still considered to be in its 

Know your neighbor

Park district foundation making strides, seeking notoriety, contributions

Photo courtesy, Peter Tateishi
Carmichael native Peter Tateishi 
founded the Carmichael Recreation 
and Park District Foundation two years 
ago this month.

See Foundation, page 13



13www.valcomnews.com  •  January 13, 2011  •  Arden-Carmichael NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

infancy, it is no wonder why 
Tateishi said that efforts 
continue to be made to sim-
ply inform the community 
that the foundation exists.

Among the ways that the 
foundation has promot-
ed itself thus far is through 
advertising in the district’s 
program activity guides 
and on the district’s Web 
site, www.carmichaelpark.
com, speaking to commu-
nity groups and passing out 
brochures and fliers at lo-
cal events such as Founders 
Day and 4th of July events.

Tateishi mentioned the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution as an organiza-
tion that learned about the 
foundation and soon after-
ward made about a $5,000 
contribution to the founda-
tion for the nature pathway 
for the blind at the Charles 
C. Jensen Botanical Garden 
at 8520 Fair Oaks Blvd.

In its efforts to better 
serve the district, the foun-
dation’s board meets four 
times per year.

Current foundation 
board members are: Tatei-
shi, the foundation’s CEO, 
Ron Greenwood, who is a 
member of the Carmichael 
Water District Board, Mike 
Koerner, a former CRPD 
director and a retired San 
Juan Unified School Dis-
trict administrator, Paul 
Pennington, a financial ad-
visor, and Gary Hursh, an 
attorney in Carmichael.

Tateishi said that it was 
these board members with 
the assistance of CRPD 
Administrative Analyst Lee 
Ann Yarber who “made ev-
erything happen” for the 
foundation.

He added, however, that 
special recognition should 
also be given to CRPD Ad-
ministrator Jack Harrison, 
whose vision of enhanc-
ing the park district helped 
lead to the creation of the 
foundation.

Since its establishment, 
the foundation has raised 
about $10,000 for park 
projects.

Parks are important
In contributing to the 

foundation, community 
members and organizations 
can assist local parks, which 
are a part of our lives that 

Tateishi said are not always 
entirely appreciated.

“(Parks) are so important 
to the community, they’re 
so important to how we 
grow our families and how 
we live our lives,” Tateishi 
said. “I don’t think people 
fully understand that all the 
time. We kind of just take 
for granted that there will 
always be a park there.”

Fortunately for those 
who have the interest and 
the means to help support 
efforts to preserve, im-
prove and develop local 
parks and park sites, the 
foundation has been made 
available for the purpose 
of accepting tax deducta-
ble contributions and di-
recting the distribution of 
such funds.

Tateishi described the act 
of donating to the founda-
tion as an opportunity that 
represents a showing of 
one’s community pride and 
appreciation for the value 
of the district’s parks.

“Carmichael parks are our 
gathering places for our com-
munity,” Tateishi said. “We’re 
giving you the opportunity to 

say, ‘Yes, I support the park dis-
trict,’ ‘Yes, I support parks,’ ‘Yes, 
I support the recreational val-
ue of having a recreational sys-
tem and I want to support this 
park district and I am happy 
to make a donation to help re-
invest in my community.’”

Tax deductable dona-
tions can be made by send-
ing a check made payable 
to the CRPD Founda-
tion and mailed to: CRPD 
Foundation, 5750 Grant 
Avenue, Carmichael, CA 
95608.

For additional information 
regarding the CRPD 
Foundation, call Lee Ann 
Yarber at (916) 485-5322, 
ext. 24 or write to Peter 
Tateishi at the e-mail address 
peter.tateishi@gmail.com.

Foundation: Donations directly benefit Carmichael’s local parks
Continued from page 12

Arden-Carmichael News photo, Lance Armstrong
One of the district’s major projects is to replace the more than half-century-old, abandoned pool at Carmichael Park.



14 Arden-Carmichael News  •  January 13, 2011  •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.



15www.valcomnews.com  •  January 13, 2011  •  Arden-Carmichael NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

CARPET/ UPHOLSTERY CLEANINGADDITION SPECIALIST

Sunshine Electrical

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca Lic # 633853 Liability Insured 

ELECTRICAL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!
Residential Specialist

Security Lighting
Computer Circuits Etc

Spa Electrical
New Houses/Additions

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Arden Carmichael  News
Home Improvement Guide call Melissa 

at 429-9901 to advertise your service 

Your services are needed! 
Call and reserve your space on the 

Arden Carmichael News Home Improvement page

CARPET/FLOORING YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CONTRACTOR/REMODELSYOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

NO JOB TOO SMALL!
Call Eric

(916) 470-3488

Free up your time from those 
pesky unwanted jobs!

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement!
–Plumbing – Carpentry – Electrical
– Yard Care – Hauling – Sprinklers

Quality work the fi rst time, Guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

 456-7777

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

NOW IS tHE PERFECt tIME
FOR HOME IMPROVEMENtS!

CaLL Melissa at 429-9901 FOR RatES

handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RaIN GUttER CLEaNING
• ROtOtILLING/& SOD PLaCEMENt
• CONCREtE REMOVaL
• yaRD CLEaN-UP/HaULING
• PRESSURE WaSHING

SPECIaLS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING tHE aREa FOR OVER 10 yRS*

lic#128758/Ref

WINTER SPECIALS!/Yard Makeovers

ROOFING

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WORK GUaRaNtEED / SENIOR DISCOUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

Arden Carmichael  News
Home Improvement Guide

call Melissa at 429-9901 to advertise your service 

CaLL 444-0551

DON’t BE CaUGHt IN tHE COLD! 
Season Special

Heating System tune-up $85

HEatING/aIR CONDItIONING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WORK GUaRaNtEED / SENIOR DISCOUNtS / LIC # 696355

Heating & Cooling Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 

 High Efficiency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

your ad should be here!

Call melissa today!

Call (916) 429-9901

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

yOUR SERVICES aRE NEEDED
CaLL 429-9901 tODay tO PLaCE yOUR aD

PaINtINGPaINtING

Terra bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430 or 802-9897

 tREE SERVICE/GaRDENING

• Full yard maintenance
• one time clean-up
• sprinkler repair

TRee seRViCe & CleAn-uP
“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

PLUMBING

tELEPHONE SOLUtIONS

your ad should be here!

Call melissa today!

Call (916) 429-9901

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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Sacramento
Childrens’ Chorus

Calling all Singers
Grades 2 – 12 for

January Auditions

Questions? Email:
info@sacramentochildrenschorus.org

sacramentochildrenschorus.org

(916) 454-1141

Dancing in the River City
“Over the Rainbow in River City”

3rd Annual Same-Sex Ballroom

Dance Competition
 2011 NASSPDA Calif State Championship

Sunday, January 16, 2011
• Competition Starts @ 11 a.m

• Show Starts @ 8 p.m.

The Ballroom of Sacramento
6009 Folsom Blvd. 

www.DancingInTheRiverCity.com

Arts & Crafts Faire
at Raley Field

Opening Saturday
April 2, 2011

8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

VENDORS WELCOME!

(916) 798-3819
WestSacSaturdayMarket.com

Event 1st and 3rd Saturday

CALL AND PLACE 
YOUR EVENT TO-

DAY!
Cost will fit your 

budget!

(916) 429-9901

Safari Tours
Spring Travel Fair

Coloma Community Center Auditorium

4623 T Street
Thursday, February 10, 2011

10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Learn about one-day & overnight trips 

for Active Adults PLUS
a presentation by Collette Vacations

FREE! Refreshments & Prizes!
For more info please call (916) 808-8687

City of Sacramento Parks & Recreation

For more Calendar enteries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: susan@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

January

‘A Pioneering Collection’
Through Feb. 6: “A Pioneering Collection: 
Master Drawings from the Crocker Art 
Museum.” The finest early collection of Eu-
ropean drawings in the U.S. Works by Dür-
er, Fra Bartolommeo, van Dyck, Fragonard 
and Ingres. Crocker Art Museum, 216 O 
St., Sac. (916) 808-7000, www.crockerart-
museum
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘The Vase and Beyond’
Through Feb. 6: “The Vase and Beyond: 
The Sidney Swidler Collection of the Con-
temporary Vessel.” Comprised of some 800 
vessels by 300 artists, this collection show-
cases the wide-ranging, innovative practice 
of contemporary ceramic artists with a gor-
geous array of forms, techniques and glazes. 
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 
808-7000, www.crockerartmuseum
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tai Chi
Daily, except Sundays: Meditation, breath-
ing, forms and various styles of Tai Chi are 
taught. No experience necessary. Everyone 
welcome. Free. 8 a.m.–9 a.m. Reichmuth 
Park, 6135 Gloria Dr., Sac. (601) 559-5481
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Big Band Dance
Jan. 13, 18, 20, 25, 27: Dance to the 
rhythms of the Big Band era. Every Tues. & 
Fri. $5 admission. 1:15 p.m.–3:45 p.m. Mis-
sion Oaks Community Center, 4701 Gib-
bons Dr., Carmichael. (916) 972-0336
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
Jan. 13, 20, 27: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle with obesity, food obsession or 
eating disorders. Meets Thursdays. 9 a.m. 
St. Andrews United Methodist Church, 
6201 Spruce Ave., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Living Positive with Chronic 

Disease group
Jan. 13, 20, 27: Meet-up group for people 
living with chronic disease who honor how 
important a positive mindset is. If you want 
to complain – this isn’t the group for you. 
The group will discuss and support: best 
practices for managing your condition, com-

munication strategies, ways to laugh, have 
fun, engage with life and more. Free. Meets 
Thursdays. 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. Starbucks, 
1401 Alhambra Blvd., Sac. Danea Horn 
(503) 319-4247
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of East Sacramento
Jan. 13, 20, 27: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international top-
ics. Visitors welcome. 12:15 p.m.–1:15 p.m., 
every Thurs. Salvation Army Dining Hall, 
2550 Alhambra Blvd., Sac. www.rotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Jan. 13, 20, 27: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international topics. 
Visitors welcome. 7:30 a.m., every Thurs. 
Aviators Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., 
Sac. Kelly Byam (916) 684-6854.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sutterville Heights Optimist Club
Jan. 13, 20, 27: Come enjoy community 
speakers and community projects for youth. 
12 noon., every Thurs. Aviators Restaurant, 
6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Cliff  (916) 427-
2698 or Mary-Jo at (916) 691-3059
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
Jan. 13, 20, 27: Improve your language 
skills and lose fear of speaking in front of 
people with Toastmaster club Los Orador-
es. Una oportunidad unica para mejorar sus 
habilidades bilingues y superar el temor de 
hablar delante de gente con nuestro club Los 
Oradores de la organizacion de Toastmas-
ters. Thursdays/Jueves, 6:45 p.m. 2118 K 
St., Sac. Teri Bullington (916) 723-6232, 
teri.bullington@gmail.com, www.sacramen-
totoastmasters.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Kiwanis Club of East Sacramen-

to–Midtown
Jan. 14, 21, 28: Come listen to an interest-
ing guest speaker weekly; community ser-
vice, serving the children of the world. Vis-
itors welcome, first breakfast “on us.” 7 a.m. 
– 8 a.m. Fridays. 2875 50th St., UC Davis 
Med. Ctr., Sac. (916) 761-2124 www.east-
sacmidtownkiwanis.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Point West
Jan. 14, 21, 28: Hear guest speakers address 
local, regional and international topics. Visitors 
welcome. 7 a.m., every Fri. Red Lion Inn, 1401 
Arden Wy., Sac. www.pointwestrotary.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimists of Sacramento
Jan. 14, 21, 28: Soroptimist Internation-
al of Sacramento South, a service club for 
business and professional women, meets 
Fridays. 11:15 a.m.–12:45 p.m. Casa Gar-
den Restaurant, 2760 Sutterville Rd., Sac. 
Barbara McDonald, (916) 363-6927
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
Jan. 15, 22, 29: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle with obesity, food obsession 
or eating disorders. Meets Saturdays. 8 a.m. 
Mercy General Hospital North Auditori-
um, 4001 J St., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
Jan. 16, 23, 30: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle to maintain healthy relation-
ships. Meets Sundays. 2 p.m. Heritage Oaks 
Hospital, 4300 Auburn Blvd., Rm.101, Sac 
(866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community Sunday breakfast
Jan. 16, 23, 30: Enjoy a delicious breakfast of 
eggs Benedict, corned beef hash, Joe’s scram-
ble, pancakes and more. 8:30 a.m.–11 a.m, 
every Sun. $9. Elks Lodge No. 6, 6446 River-
side Blvd. (at Florin Rd.), Sac. Proceeds ben-
efit student scholarships. www.elks6.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
Jan. 17, 24, 31: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle to maintain healthy relation-
ships. Meets Mondays. 7:30 p.m. Friends 
Community Church Fireside Room, 4001 E 
St., Sac. (866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Hatha yoga
Jan. 17, 24, 31: Align the body through 
breathing techniques, postures and deep re-
laxation. 3 p.m.–4 p.m. Hart Senior Center, 
915 27th St., Sac. (916)808-5462. Meets 
every Mon. Repeats Wed., Fri.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

MLK Day at the Crocker
Jan. 17: Visitors are invited to 
commemorate Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day with tours based on King’s teachings 
at 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., and 2:30 p.m.; 
gospel music performances by Cosumnes 
River College Contemporary Gospel 
Choir at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.; screenings 
of “Martin Luther King, Jr.: Legacy of a 
Dream” at noon and 2 p.m.; and at 10:30 
a.m., noon, and 1:30 p.m., a reading of 
Faith Ringgold’s “My Dream of Martin 
Luther King” followed by a hands-on art 
making project. Crocker Art Museum, 
216 O St., Sac. (916) 808-7000 www.
crockerartmuseum.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of South Sacramento
Jan. 17, 24, 31: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international topics. 
Visitors welcome. 11:30 a.m., every Mon. 
Casa Garden Restaurant, 2760 Sutterville 
Rd., Sac. www.rotary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tai Chi & Chi Keung
Jan. 17, 24, 31: Chinese exercise combines 
specific movements and relaxation. 1:30 to 
2:30 p.m., Hart Senior Center, 915 27th 
St., Sac. Meets every Mon. (916) 808-5462
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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bees for your yard
Honey bees for spring!
Honey at the end of the season. Order bees 
for your backyard today–your garden & flowers 
will flourish! Pocket-owned/backyard-operated. 
Bee green. Bee happy. Backyard Bee Co. (916) 
534-2448.

CoMpuTers
goT CoMpuTer probLeMs?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $35/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area,  travel charge will apply. Problem not 
fixed? No pay! Free estimates/consultation. 
Call cell# 296-7161

HandyMan
winTer speCiaLs!
EMERGENCY SERVICES, too! Sod, sprinklers, 
hauling, concrete removal (Patio, borders, etc.), 
gutters cleaned, pressure washing,  painting, 
tree & shrub removal, clean-up, general labor, 
fence repairs, planting, light tree trimming, odd 
jobs & more. LICENSED. References available. 
Call Les at 838-1247. Ask about the specials 
for seniors.

HandyMan serViCes
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic#
908942. Call steven at 230-2114.

peT porTraiTs
originaL peT porTraiTs
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

adVerTise  your renTaLs

Call 429-9901

#1 BOOkkEEPER
26 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820.. www.taxirene.info

bookkeeping

Tax preparer

#1 Tax preparer
26 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax 
returns including Corp & Partnerships. We 
prepare expertly all past tax returns includ-
ing all State returns. Get the most deductions 
allowed to you by law. CTEC Registered & 
Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. Irene 
Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

List your auto for sale in 
the classified ads

Old Land Park, 1700+ sq ft, 3 
bdrms, 1 ba, Living rm w/fireplc, 
din rm, new roof/new paint, Cent 

H&A, partial basement, 
low maintenance “patio” 

backyard, clean inside & out, 
quiet neighborhood, corner lot.

Jeri Hromada
916.761.6734

www.jerihromada.com
jeri.hromada@bhghome.com

Offered at $322,000
2644 17th Street 95818

DRE# 01324435

for a box 
CLassified ad

Call Melissa
(916)  429-9901

By SUSAN LAIRD
Arden-Carmichael News editor
susan@valcomnews.com

The Sacramento Fine 
Arts Center will be cen-
ter stage for a unique ex-
perience when it presents 
a magical evening of  mu-
sic and art on Saturday, 
Jan. 29 and Sunday Jan. 
30.

“Art Song” will feature 
the musical talents of 
Donna Helmich-Agnel-
lo, dynamic soprano, and 

Performing, fine arts unite for Sacramento Fine Arts Center’s ‘Art Song’

Photo courtesy
“Far and Away” is a watercolor by Susan Montague, an artist whose work is part 
of the American Watercolor Society Travelling Show. The show will partner with 
the Sacramento Fine Arts Center for a unique collaboration of the visual and 
performing arts, “Art Song,” on Jan. 29 and 30.

Michelle Xioa You, re-
nowned violinist – as 
well as some 40 works by 
the American Watercol-
or Society International 
Traveling Exhibition.

Helmich-Agnello will 
perform a variety of 
works about love, betray-
al, pirates and selections 
from J.S. Bach’s “Magni-
ficat.”

Xioa You will play a dra-
matic selection of  works, 
including Nikolai Rim-

sky-Korsakov’s “Song of 
India” and Pablo de Sara-
sate’s “Zapateada.”

The Sacramento Fine 
Arts Center is the only 
California venue select-
ed by the American Wa-
tercolor Society for the 
travelling exhibit. It is 
considered a feather in 
Sacramento’s cap, as the 
Society is highly selective 
and the exhibits are of 
high caliber. Past exhib-
itors of  the Society have 
included Andrew Wyeth 
and Winslow Homer.

The January concert 
will be the first of  a se-
ries of  concerts present-
ing top musical talent to 
audiences in the Sacra-
mento region.

“ It ’s  a musical  per-
formance you wil l  not 
see anywhere else,” said 
Richard Turner, presi-
dent of  the Sacramen-
to Fine Arts Center and 
producer of  the musicals . 
“ There has never been a 
collaboration between 
the best watercolorists 
in the world and inter-
nationally renowned mu-
sicals artists.”

The concert will be per-
formed at the Sacramen-
to Fine Arts Center, lo-
cated at 5330-B Gibbons 
Drive in Carmichael. 
Turner encourages visi-
tors to come “check it out. 
The acoustics are great – 
you don’t even need a mi-
crophone.”

Th e  S a c r a m e n t o 
F i n e  A r t s  C e n t e r  i s  a 
2 5 - y e a r  o l d  n o n p r o f -
i t  c o m m u n i t y  a r t  e d -
u c a t i o n  a n d  o u t r e a c h 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  c o n -
d u c t i n g  h a n d s - o n  a r t 
c l a s s e s  f o r  a l l  a g e s  a n d 
h o s t i n g  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y 
o f  e x h i b i t s  t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e  y e a r.

“Art Song” wil l  be per-
formed on two days, Sat-
urday evening on Jan. 29 
at 8 p.m., and Sunday af-

ternoon, Jan. 30 at 4 p.m. 
Seating is  l imited to 130 
at each performance, so 
advance tickets are rec-
ommended. Admission 
is $50 ($35 is tax de-
ductible). Tickets may 
be purchased by cal l ing 
(916) 971-3713 or by 
sending a check to the 
Sacramento Fine Arts 
Center, 5330-B Gibbons 
Drive, Carmichael, CA 
95608. Also visit  www.
sacfinearts.org.
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By MARTY RELLES
Arden-Carmichael News columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

Nowadays, children participate in organized sports at 
an early age. My grandson Angelo, who just turned sev-
en, has already played one year of youth soccer and tee-
league baseball.

Back when I grew up on Janey Way, we had no orga-
nized sports programs, so we created our own. In the 
spring, we played sandlot baseball in the vacant lot near 
our house. In summer, we played basketball on the court 
at St. Mary’s School, and in the fall, we played football 
on Janey Way.

Since we had no lush green field for our football games, 
we played right out on the street in front of our house. 
Because of the hard asphalt surface, tackle football was 
out. We played two- hand touch football. Our field cov-
ered about 75 yards in length, not the regulation 100 
yards. The lawns on either side of the street marked the 
out-of-bounds lines. Our field began at the fence on the 
side of the Ducray’s driveway and extended to the fire 
hydrant in front of the Costamagna driveway.

We had no first down markers, so each team had only 
four downs to score a touchdown. Because of the short 
length of the field, we threw rather than kicked the ball off. 
This helped avoid confrontations with old Joe who did not 
want us to come onto his property to recover errant balls.

We had no referees either, so we called penalties on 
each other. Five yards back for off sides, and ten yards 
back for holding or pass interference. We played four 
players to a team with all players eligible to receive a 
pass. If a car was parked on the street, it became part of 
the field. You could run around the sidewalk side of the 
car or cut back to the street in front of it and use the car 
as a blocker.

We had a small group of regular players for our street 
football games which included the Ducray boys, Bill and 
Jim; the Costamagna’s, Gary and Jim; Lou Viani and his 
cousin Harry; Dave Jurin; Bob Pesce; Dan Petrocchi; my 
brother Terry, my sister Pat and myself.

Since we had no time keeper, games often lasted for 
hours, or at least until lunch time. Games were often heated 
and language sometimes became profane. When that hap-
pened, a mother usually poked her head out the door and 
said, “You boys watch your mouths or I will put an end to 
that game.” Then, our speech took on a tone of civility.

These games were usually high scoring affairs with lots 
of action, but eventually, a player had to go home for 
lunch or to mow the lawn. That is when the game usu-
ally ended. Then, the team with the most points was de-
clared the winner. Tomorrow, another game would be 
played providing a new opportunity for victory.

These days when I drive over to the family house on 
Janey Way, I see no children playing football on the street. 
Street football has given way to Pop Warner league or 
school sports programs. Now, our days of street football 
are just another hard-hitting Janey Way memory.

Playing street 
football on 
Janey Way
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‘Citizenship Celebration’ 
commends new citizen kids 
Arden-Carmichael News photos by 
TOM PANIAGUA

Twenty-four youngsters ages 12 and under, re-
ceived their citizenship papers from the U.S. Cit-
izenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) at a 
special “Citizenship Celebration” ceremony in Sac-
ramento on Dec. 28.

The children had all derived United States citizen-
ship from their U.S. citizen parents.

Eight of the children were from India, three were 
from the Philippines and two each came from Mol-
dova, Vietnam and Ukraine. Children also came 
from Fiji, El Salvador, Afghanistan, Morocco, Chi-
na, Thailand and Ethiopia.

Michael Biggs, field office director for the USCIS 
administered the Oath of Citizenship and was the 
keynote speaker at the event. He welcomed all the 
families and explained what it means to be a citizen 
of the United States of America to the children.



GLENBROOK/COLLEGE GREENS
Spacious & open floor plan. Kitchen w/solid 
oak cabinets & large pantry, updated appli-
ances include Jenn-Air cooktop, microwave, 
dishwasher & oven. Remodelled bath. Dual 
pane windows, Trane HVAC & roof new in 2003. 
New hardwood in entry & hallway. Pool. See 
www.2801MarmorCt.com $267,000

LINDA WOOD 802-8042

CAMPUS COMMONS
Popular 4400 model in Campus Commons. 2/3 
bedrooms, 2 and a half baths with fresh paint and 
brand new carpet. Hardwood floors in kitchen and 
downstairs den. Fireplaces in both living room and 
master suite. Huge walk-in closet in master. See 
www.1105dunbartoncir.isnowforsale.com $289,900

LEIGH RUTLEDGE 612-6911
BILL HAMBRICK 600-6528

GARDEN OF THE GODS
Adorable and lovingly maintained Garden of the Gods home! 
You will love the wood flooring, dual pane windows, updated 
bathroom, spacious kitchen, ample storage space, and 2-car 
attached garage. Central heating & air unit new in 2008. 
Don't miss this one! Short sale was previously approved! 
4320 Morpheus Lane $229,000

ERIN  ATTARI 342-1372

Visit Our Web Site: www.dunniganrealtors.com

DEL PASO MANOR
Adorable home! You will love the updated kitchen with tile 
counters, tile floors & stainless appliances, the remodeled 
bathroom w/tile flooring, large stall shower, & separate tub, 
the cozy fireplace & more! Amazing back yard w/ 4-year 
old built-in pool & spa, planter beds & shed. Don't wait! See 
www.2508catalinadrive.com $199,000

ERIN  ATTARI 342-1372

ENTERTAINERS DELIGHT IN ARDEN OAKS
Sunny, delightful remodeled home. Family room w/walls of 
windows viewing pool & expansive backyard. Remodeled 
kitchen w/granite & SS appliances w/wonderful skylight 
windows. Remodeled bathrooms. Hardwood & tile floors. 
Lovely formal LR & DR. 4 bedrms + office/den/library. See 
www.4001windingcreekrd.isnowforsale.com $1,099,000

LEIGH RUTLEDGE 612-6911
BILL HAMBRICK 600-6528

GATED CUSTOM ESTATE
Extraordinary quality. 24' entry, Limestone floors, Security system 
w/ cameras linked to TVs. Main floor master, bath w/ onyx counters, 
jetted air tub w/ lighting, heated floor. Granite kitchen w/ 3 dw, 
high-end appliances, butler's pantry, large built-in banquette, open 
to family room. Home theater, wine room, wet bar, outdoor kit, 2 
patios. Quiet street. See www.BarberryHome.com  $2,100,000

COLLEEN WIFVAT 719-2324   

SIERRA OAKS
This quiet, cul-de-sac home offers over 2100 square feet & a 
wonderful floor plan. Three bedrooms, two full baths & one half 
bath. Large kitchen w eating area & newer double ovens. Formal 
living room w/gas fireplace. Formal dining room. Separate fam-
ily room w/gas fireplace. See 3125 Moreland Ct. $500,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715
KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458

AMERICAN RIVER VIEWS
Rare single family home in Riverwood w/the most private, 
secluded setting you can imagine! Home has never been 
on the market & has been loved & cared for by the original 
owner for 31 years. Hardwood floors, vaulted ceilings, 
great floor plan & river views from almost every room.  See 
www.88coveredbridgerd.com $1,195,000

CARMAH HATCH 765-6210

2401 American River Drive, Suite 150 

484-2030

CLOSE-IN COUNTRY LIVING
This gracious Tudor has 5 bedrooms, an office, 2 family 
rooms, 4 car garage, cold wine storage, a vineyard, charm-
ing old stables, an orchard, garden area, huge gourmet 
kitchen and one of the prettiest lots you'll ever see. You get 
the best of all worlds with this classy family home close to 
everything but with the feel of living in the country!  See 
www.1154MariemontAve.com $1,650,000

CARMAH HATCH 765-6210

ARDEN PARK
4 beds/2.5 baths plus bonus FR. Formal LR/DR has 
hardwood floors. Fabulous master has his&her walk-in 
closets & spacious master bath, gourmet kitchen w/granite 
countertops & s/steel appliances & a sunroom w/knotty 
pine ceilings. Pool + a bonus outbuilding in the back used 
as an office. See www.760LaGoletaWay.com $549,000

CHRIS BALESTRERI 996-2244
LIBBY NEIL 539-5881

PENDING!


