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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

For many people who remember watch-
ing television in the pre-cable days when 
people relied on the reception of an an-
tenna to view programming of only a few 
channels, the names Smothers Brothers, 
Lawrence Welk and Glen Campbell are 
quite familiar.

Certainly, the names of those TV variety 
show hosts and many of their famous celebri-
ty guests are well remembered.

But few people react nostalgically when they 
hear the name Ron Gill.

But Gill, who presently resides in Carmi-
chael, was very much a part of those shows, al-
beit behind the scenes.

Having filled a spot for an absentee dress-
er on “The Hollywood Palace” television va-
riety show in the 1960s, Gill made an im-
mediate impression and was hired as a 
permanent employee.

That work led to Gill acquiring similar em-
ployment for “The Smothers Brothers Com-
edy Hour,” “The Lawrence Welk Show” and 
“The Glen Campbell Goodtime Hour.”

And through his work for popular TV vari-
ety shows, he met many famous entertainers.

In recalling the time when he met ac-
tress and singer Alice Faye, Gill said, “ I 
met everybody. Alice Faye, her and I be-
came friends. Her dresser told her I was 
a big fan of her, at the Palace. And this 
was rehearsal, so she was in her dress-
ing room. I went up there and we talked 
for over an hour. She said, ‘ I used to have 
my hair this color in the 1930s. I love 
that when they shave my eyebrows and 
buff that big arch up like Marlene Dietri-
ch. See, Marlene Dietrich didn’t have any 
eyebrows, so she could put her eyebrows 
anywhere she wanted.”

Gill said that he also met Dietrich when she 
was unpacking her trunks by herself at the 
Western Costume warehouse in Hollywood.”

And Gill recalled a certain aspect about 
many of the actresses who he met.

“They’re all tiny,” Gill said. “Bette Davis was 
tiny, short and had two little grandkids.”

Gill said that he worked at the Palace most 
of the time, but also occasionally filled in for 
“The Lawrence Welk Show.”

Gill described Welk as the same person peo-
ple saw on their television sets, but he added, 
“If you crossed him, you were off the show.”

“The Hollywood Palace” was cancelled after 
seven seasons by the ABC network in Febru-
ary 1970.

Gill recalled leaving that show after his em-
ployer, Ed Smith, was suddenly replaced.

“(Smith) took a vacation and while he was 
gone they replaced him without telling him, 
and he was very upset,” Gill said. “So, then 
I went to The Smothers Brothers (Comedy 
Hour) and that was a complete difference. It 
was very radical. President (Richard) Nixon 
couldn’t stand it, because they were always 
putting him down.”

In recalling the show’s hosts, Gill said, 
“Tommy was the boss. He ran the show. 
Dickie, all he cared about was his auto racing. 
Tommy was a great mimic and he played the 
dummy next to Dickie, who was the straight 
man. I could always tell when Tommy was 
upset. He got real snippy, but he never took 
it out on me. (The Smothers Brothers) were 
my friends. They were nice and just what you 
saw on camera.”

Creating the show was a time consuming 
process, Gill recalled.

“It was probably like a 10-hour day,” Gill 
said. “We would go in, get the costumes 
set up for fittings or whatever. And we had 
like a book (with) all the scheduling of the 
scenes and how many dancers and this and 
that. It was like a script. And then the cam-
eramen would come in, we would rehearse 
with no audience. And around 2 o’clock in 
the afternoon, the audience would come in. 
The lights would come on full blast, every-
body’s in costume, the makeup has been 
done, and we would start taping. If there 
was a mishap, we would stop and re-tape 

it again. It was like sometimes 12 
hours a day. We did the show Mon-
day through Friday, and sometimes 
I did work on the weekends.”

During his breaks at CBS Studios 
in Los Angeles, Gill would sit in on 
the taping of such TV shows as “The 
Carol Burnett Show,” “All in the Fam-
ily,” “The Red Skelton Show” and “The 
Merv Griffin Show.”

One of the most well received 
guests on the Smothers Brothers’ 
show was Glen Campbell, whose 
appearance on the show led to him 
landing his own music and comedy 
television variety show, “The Glen 
Campbell Goodtime Hour.”

With the cancellation of the 
Smothers Brothers’ show in 1969, 
Gill began working as personal as-
sistant costume designer for the 
Glen Campbell show.

Gill said that his association with 
Campbell’s show led to him visiting 
the White House for a Future Farm-
ers of America dinner and show with 
Campbell in 1972. And during that 
visit, Gill met President Nixon.

After working for the Glen Camp-
bell show for about five years, Gill was 
offered work for the film, “Saturday 
Night Fever.”

And in regard to that offer, Gill said, 
“I had to bow out, because we were 
moving to Long Beach.”

Gill added that his TV days end-
ed in about 1978, since shows fea-
turing dancers and singers were 
being replaced by talk shows and 
game shows.

After spending about two years 
working for Buffums’ department 
store, Gill moved to Sacramento with 
Norman “Mike” Payne, who spent 48 
years as Gill’s partner before his death 
in 2014.

Payne had been transferred to the 
capital city through his employment 
with the Lennox corporation.

Gill also acquired work in Sacra-
mento, as he was hired by Dorothy 
Miles as a visual merchandiser for 
the large store windows of the Miles 
& Miles high-end women’s shop in 
Town & Country Village.

After about five years of working 
for Miles & Miles, Gill acquired em-
ployment as an X-ray technician as-
sistant at the American River Hospi-
tal, which was located at 4747 Engle 
Road in Carmichael until 2000.

Gill’s last place of employment 
was at an Arden area senior com-
plex, where he worked as a main-
tenance worker and decorator for 
nearly 26 years.

Although Gill is many years re-
moved from his life among Hollywood 
stars, and he no longer communicates 
with any such people, he continues to 
cherish the many years that he spent 
mingling with those notable celebri-
ties of days gone by.

Local man had role in 
classic TV variety shows

See Variety Show, page 3

Variety Show:
Continued from page 2

Photo courtesy of Ron Gill
Ron Gill holds a coat for Tommy Smothers on the set of “The Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour.”
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eskaton.org

Eskaton Village Carmichael
Continuing Care Community (CCRC): Independent Living with Services, 

Assisted Living, Memory Care and Skilled Nursing
3939 Walnut Avenue  Carmichael, CA 95608

916-827-1470
License # 340313383 | COA # 202

92% of residents and families 
would recommend Eskaton

A premier nonprofit provider of aging services in Northern California for over 45 years

At Eskaton, we listen. We want to know how we’re doing, so 

we ask. According to our 2014 Satisfaction Survey — carried 

out, calculated and validated by a third party — more than nine 

out of ten residents and families would recommend Eskaton. 

The reasons are many. We provide high quality service. Our 

focus is on wellness of mind, body and spirit. And we feature 

unique Signature Programs like Smart Sensor technology for an 

enhanced level of care, Kids Connection for intergenerational 

experiences, along with powerful life enrichment like Thrill of a 

Lifetime, music and pet therapies. Come visit Eskaton Village 

Carmichael. Take in our beautiful 37-acre campus and imagine 

your life with so many opportunities right outside your door.

Experience the Eskaton difference. Call 916-827-1470, 

click or come by today.

Even though life is busy, take 
a moment to reflect on what’s 
most important. For peace of 
mind, protect your family with 
State Farm® life insurance. 
We put the life back
in life insurance.™

CALL ME TODAY.

BUSY. BUSY.
BUSY. BUSY.
BUSY.

Life insurance shouldn’t wait. 

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL1311009

Stephanie Slagel, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0C34763

6130 Fair Oaks Blvd
Carmichael, CA  95608

Bus: 916-485-4444

May 2 musical event to benefit 
Bella Vista High School bands, 
programs; special guest Capitol 
Pops Concert Band

“Java & Jazz,” a free, open to the public musical event 
benefitting Bella Vista High School’s bands and auxiliary 
programs, will be held at 7 p.m., Saturday, May 2, 2015, at 
the school, 8301 Madison Ave., in Fair Oaks.

The fundraiser in the school’s “Big Gym” will feature live per-
formances by the BVHS Jazz and Concert Bands.  The Capitol 
Pops Concert Band will open the show with selections from its 
portfolio and turn the stage over to the BV Bands.  The lively, di-
verse musical program is family friendly and geared to all ages.

Refreshments, including specialty dessert items, will be 
available for purchase, and a raffle featuring a wide range 
of items donated in support of  the BV Band  program will 
be held during the event. 

Plentiful free parking is available at the high school.
More information on the fundraiser and supporting Bella 

Vista High School’s bands and auxiliaries can be obtained by 
visiting www.bellavistaband.org or by calling 971-5031.

Bella Vista’s music/band programs have an award-winning 
history, routinely placing high in myriad competitions. Direc-
tor of Bands Ed Moore has instructed scores of talented young 
musicians in a wide range of musical genres enjoyed by audi-
ences throughout the Sacramento area.

Started in 1997, the CPCB has performed a diverse portfo-
lio of high-quality, well-prepared music heard by thousands of 
concert-goers throughout Northern California.  Based in Cit-
rus Heights and directed by Kurt Pearsall, the self-supporting, 
nonprofit community band of about 65 musicians represents 
a wide cross-section of the Sacramento area. For more infor-
mation on the Capitol Pops, visit www.capitolpops.org or its 
Facebook page.

www.valcomnews.com

See Solution page 17
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Call today for a consultation 
and free market analysis 

PHYLLIS
HAYASHI

Your Realtor of Choice

(916) 284-7304
CalBRE# 01726140

PhyllisHayashi.GoLyon.com

By LEiGh STEphENS

In a New York Times article 
(1979) Michiko KaKutani 
interviewed writer Joan Did-
ion, a fifth-generation Sac-
ramentan who wrote exten-
sively about our Sacramento 
rivers. KaKutani said, “…
Sacramento is a valley town 
where the summers are hot 
and plagued by drought, and 
where the winters are cold and 
menaced by flood. It is a land-
scape of extremes.”

 Although they bask in 
the beauty and recreation-
al fun of the rivers, Sacra-
mentans who live near the 
Sacramento and American 
Rivers go on alert when the 
floodplain subject comes 
up. Even though California 
is in historic drought time, 
the river levees must be 
kept safe with constant re-
pair. Levee wall seepage has 
happened in some areas for 

decades and record storms 
have haunted Sacramento.

California State, SAFCA,  
and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers have released draft 
plans for $1.46 billion in Sac-
ramento levee work. Costs are 
typically shared by the Feder-
al Government and Califor-
nia State.  SAFCA is  hold-
ing community meetings in 
April to seek comments from 
residents about the proposed 
river levee projects. Deadline 
for the comment period ends 
May 4, 2015.

SAFCA is a Joint Powers 
Agency, formed in October 
1989, in the aftermath of the 
February 1986 flooding.  Le-
vee vulnerability was exposed 
during this time when several 
levees nearly collapsed under 
the strain of the storm. 

In 2013, speaking before 
the U.S. Senate Committee 
on Environment and Pub-
lic Works, Richard M. John-
son, Executive Director of 

the Sacramento Area Flood 
Control Agency (SAFCA) 
said, “The Sacramento region 
is one of the most at-risk ar-
eas in the country from the 
standpoint of potentially dev-
astating flooding.”

Johnson says  the goal of the 
proposed levee improvements 
is to actively move forward so 
the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) 
will not start the remaping 
process.

According to the SAFCA 
website, “Sacramento Area 
Flood History,” in the 1840’s, 
John Sutter who settled Sac-
ramento considered the prox-
imity of two mighty Rivers, 
the American and the Sacra-
mento, a significant benefit to 
the fledgling settlement. Yet 
since, record storms have dev-
astated the Sacramento area.

On December 9, 1861, the 
American River Levee failed 
east of 30th street, flooding 
what is now known as River 

Park.  The water then overran 
the City’s levee built to pro-
tect it.  To relieve the rising 
water levels, the levee at R & 
5th Streets was cut to drain 
the “lake” but houses were 
swept away in the current of 
the cut in the levee. 

Sacramento streets were 
raised in response to the 
floods of 1861-62.  Streets 
east of the Sacramento Riv-
er to about 12th Street were 
raised as much as 14 feet. In 
1862, newly elected Governor 
Leland Stanford had to travel 
in a rowboat to his inaugura-
tion at the Capitol. 

The First Comprehensive 
Flood Control Plan was writ-
ten in response to the 1878 
flood. The plan subsequent-
ly came to include a system 
of levees, weirs, and bypass 
channels to protect existing 
population centers.

Folsom Dam was autho-
rized in 1944 by the Flood 
Control Act .  It gave the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
power to build a dam on the 
lower American River.  The 
Dam was completed in 1956.

Just after the ground was 
broken on Folsom Dam in 
1951, the American River wa-
tershed began to experience 
massive storms. In 1956, a re-
cord storm filled Folsom Dam 
in a week, and the Dam saved 
Sacramento from flooding.

Another record storm in 
1964 caused engineers to re-
evaluate storm frequency.  
They concluded that Folsom 
Dam was designed to handle 
a 120-year storm.

The February storm of 
1986 dumped 10 inches of 
rain on Sacramento in 11 
days. After two days of re-
leases from Folsom Dam, it 
was downgraded to a 60-year 
storm performance. 

Pete Ghelfi, Director of 
Engineering for SAFCA in 
an interview with KSTV 
Channel 32 said, “1986 was 
a benchmark year. It was re-
ally the worst storm on re-
cord, the largest storm we’ve 
had in the 150-year history 
of Sacramento.”

Greenhaven homeowner 
Bob Aldrich says, “We lived 
in Campus Commons by the 
American River during the 
1986 flood.  I was a reporter 
for KHYL/KAHI Radio and 
would go up to the levee and 
then report from my home of-
fice. After moving furniture 
upstairs, we, with our cats, vol-
untarily evacuated Campus 
Commons by the one route 
out and stayed in the south 
area with family. We moved 
to Greenhaven near the Sacra-
mento River in 2003.”

Improvements to the 
American River levees in 
2005, included deep under-
seepage cutoff walls and ero-
sion protection. This pro-
vided Folsom Dam 100-year 
protection for much of the 
American River floodplain, 
except the Pocket and Mead-
owview communities.  More 
than 55,000 properties with 
100-year flood protection 
were eligible to receive low-

er cost for Preferred-Risk 
flood insurance policies.

Improvements in 2007 to 
the Sacramento River levees 
and the South Sacramento 
Streams levees expanded pro-
tection for the Meadowview 
and Pocket communities.  
More than 26,000 properties 
became eligible to receive the 
lower cost flood insurance.

Greenhaven/Pocket home-
owner Muriel Farrell says, “It’s 
hard to pay flood insurance 
on my home and on a rental I 
have, but I know it’s necessary. 
During flood threats, I’d lie in 
bed at night and worry about 
what I would do if I had to 
leave in an emergency.”

The proposed river levee 
projects will reduce risk of 
flooding to approximately 
120,000 residential homes. 
This will allow FEMA to 
re-certify the levees. In ad-
dition to federal standards, 
the California Legislature 
approved legislation requir-
ing all California to meet the 
200-year level of flood pro-
tection.

Upon approval of the 
draft of the Environmen-
tal Impact Report (DEIR), 

construction would start 
no earlier than 2016 in the 
North Sacramento Streams 
area (Natomas) and no ear-
lier than 2017 along the 
Sacramento River East Le-
vee (Pocket/Greenhaven). 
These improvements will 
also  enlarge the Sacramento 
Bypass that was built a cen-
tury ago to divert floodwa-
ters away from Sacramento.

Pocket homeowner Kathi 
Windheim says, “The levee 
seepage is worrisome, and the 
200-year flood protection cer-
tification is important.”

Currently officials say the 
levees are safe, but just do not 
meet newer safety standards.

For more information on le-
vee projects, a list of commu-
nity meetings, and to make 
comments on the DEIR , 
contact:

SAFCA website www.saf-
ca.org,

SAFCA Project Ombuds-
man Jay Davis) jdavis@gual-
co.com,

U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers Project Manager Dan.
P.Tibbitts@usace.army.mil

Leigh Stephens is a CSUS re-
tired professor of journalism 
and the author of the book, 
Covering the Community.

Levee Protection: Sacramento and American Rivers Levees:
Continued from page 6

See Levees, page 7

Congratulations to John W. Kight and 
Joan (Arbini) Boyd who were married this 
year on Valentine’s Day in Auburn. About 
40 friends and family members attended. 
The day was sunny and perfect. The wed-
ding and reception was held at a family 
member’s home with views of Sacramen-
to visible from the outside deck. A barber 
shop quartet showed up as a surprise gift 
and sang, “Let Me Call you Sweetheart.” The 
bride cried.

Julie Reardon, John’s daughter, had the fol-
lowing to say about the ceremony: “At the 
end of the brief ceremony, my Dad looked 
at the guests and said, “we have decided not 
to have kids. Of course everyone had a good 
laugh over that.”

John W. Kight and Joan (Arbini) Boyd 
met at SacramentoState College in the 
fall of 1976 when Joan joined the bowl-
ing team, which John was a member of. 
Joan was the Student Affairs coordi-
nator at the College of Business for 42 
years, and John was the painting super-
visor for 26 years.

John grew up on a farm in south Geor-
gia. He is the oldest boy, second born of 10 
children. At a very young age, he became 
the foreman on the farm and his father, also 
named John Kight, drove the local school 

bus.At age 17, John W. lied about his age 
and joined the Navy because World War 
II had just begun. He was a gunner mate, 
third class petty officer on the USS La-
valette. He fought in 15 major battles in the 
South Pacific, fighting in the largest battle 
in history called the Lady Gulf in the Phil-
ippine Islands.The USS Lavalette was the 
only ship that got a 15-gun salute upon re-
turning to San Francisco Bay at the end of 
the war according to John W.

Joan Arbini was a beauty queen back in 
her day. They married so late in life because 
each of them had spouses when they met, 
Julie Reardon said. About a 1 ½ or two years 
ago the spouses died, not at the same time 
but both in the recent past. 

Wedding announcement: 
John. W. Kight and Joan (Arbini) Boyd
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document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

legal services

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

casey.s@chancellorhealthcare.com
www.reverecourt.com

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

Lic. #347001338/342

Your services are needed
call melissa todaY 
to place Your ad

(916) 429-9901

in-home safetY assessment

By MONiCA STARk
editor@valcomnews.com

Peace, love and rock and 
roll. Some things from the 
Baby Boomer Generation 
never change. Still young 
at heart, many boomers to-
day still enjoy the opportuni-
ty to boogie down with their 
friends. From line dancing to 
singing along to their favorite 
tunes, Carmichael area boom-
ers have been coming to Mis-
sion Oaks Community Cen-
ter for ongoing dance parties.

Called the Baby Boom-
er Dance Party, attendance 
has surpassed the organiz-
ers’ expectations. 

Community center supervi-
sor Terri McAdam spoke with 
the Arden-Carmichael News 
about the growing popularity of 
the Baby Boomer Dance Party, 
as follows: “The Baby Boomer 
dances started in January on a 
Friday from 7 to 9. It was our 
test market. We thought let’s 
give it a try. We advertised it as 
you don’t need a partner. You 
just get up and dance. It’s just 
a dance party. I sat there think-
ing 50 people would show up. 
It was more like 150.”

From Meetup.com groups to 
other various social clubs, the 
boomers flocked to Mission 
Oaks for the dance parties. “We 
weren’t expecting that kind of 
interest. They were coming af-
ter work and were asking, ‘can 
you do it again?’ Sure enough, 
we had another one in March. 
We did all the same marketing 

and sure enough 140 people 
showed up. We sold 50 bottles 
of water for a dollar. ” 

But it hasn’t been just baby 
boomers boogying down to live 
music by The 59ers, you know, 
that trio of musicians that each 
refuses to turn 60 years old. Se-
nior citizens came and Terri got 
them dancing too. “I told them, 
‘You were the masters of dance. 
You can dance to any tune,’ and 
they said, ‘you’re right.’ So they 
got up and started ballroom 
dancing to these (rock and 
roll) tunes.” Then there was the 
younger, 30 to 40 year olds who 
came to enjoy the live music.

Each of the 59ers, includ-
ing Tom on guitar and vocals, 
Sharon on keyboards and vo-
cals, and Chuck on drums and 
vocals, were 59 years old when 
the group formed and now 
each are 63. Their upbeat and 
classic set lists continue to get 
folks’ feet tapping in no time. 

Terri said at the March event 
there were more women than 
men who came to the dance, so 
she ventured out onto the floor 
and started dancing by herself. 
Recalling that moment, Ter-
ri said, “People asked, ‘who are 
you dancing with?’ And I said, 
‘me, myself, and I.’” And not 
much later, a group of wom-
en formed around her and she 
danced in the middle of the cir-
cle. “Since they paid to get in, (I 
wanted them to) get over the 
stigma of the past and have fun.” 
And that’s what happened.

One of the testimonies Ter-
ri recalls hearing from an event 

goer was the following: “(The 
Baby Boomer Dance Party) 
feels like a neighborhood block 
party with all your friends.”

Terri agreed, adding, “It’s 
no different than high school. 
They are still waiting and 
wishing someone ask them to 
dance. They’re fighting over 
someone who they think is 
hot. These personality traits 
don’t completely go away.”

As marketing specialist at 
Mission Oaks Community 
Center, Pat Sieberg, says, “It is 
just a fun night out when not a 
lot to do on Friday nights, which 
makes you realize music is fun. 
They’re playing a lot of the tunes 
we grew up with. It’s a good place 

in our generation. It’s getting the 
boomers to realize they are still 
young at heart. We’ve been the 
same all along. And, live danc-
ing isn’t as common anymore. 
There’s something about that. 
Even if it’s not perfectly in sync 
when it’s recorded by the true 
artist, it still brings you right 
there. But I’m not perfectly mu-
sically in-tune.”

Line dances were hits 
among the boomers and one 
of the more popular songs 
was Creedence Clearwater 
Revival’s song “Proud Mary” 
which got folks out of their 
seats and dancing.

Terri has people from her 
church, people from her gym 

asking when the next Baby 
Boomer Dance Party will be. 
“We’ll have another one on May 
29. We want to keep them on a 
roll and see what happens, the 
more marketing the merrier.”

if you go: 
What: Baby Boomer Dance 
Party 
When: Friday, May 29 and Fri-
day, July 17 from 7 to 9 p.m.
Cost: $6 at the door; $5 online 
(register today at http://www.
activityreg.com/clientmain-
page.asp?cid=MISSOAKS)
Where: 4701 Gibbons Dr., 
Carmichael
For more information, visit 
MORPD.com

Baby Boomer Dance 
Party at Mission Oaks 
Community Center 
continues to be a big hit

Each year the Sacramento Banjo 
Band sponsors an annual banjo music 
festival known as Banjo-Rama. World 
class banjo stars are featured as soloists 
and in ensembles. Eddie Peabody, prob-
ably the most famous banjo player ever, 
performed at the very first Banjo-Rama. 
In addition to banjo virtuosos, there 
are several exciting West Coast banjo 
bands. It’s quite a musical spectacle that 
could just as well have been named the 
banjo Olympics. These musicians are 
not just plucking chords like grandpa 
used to do on the back porch! They are 
genuine pros! Their fingers and hands 
are sizzling hot, moving faster than the 
eye can follow, playing everything from 
classical to popular music. You’ll be sur-
prised and delighted at their imagina-
tive arrangements, versatility, and pre-
cise execution. Primarily 4-string banjos 
are played at Banjo-Rama. Banjo-Rama 
proceeds are a benefit for charities like 
the Shriners Hospitals for Children.

Be sure to attend this year’s Banjo-
Rama, which will be held Thursday, 
May 14 through Sunday, May 17 at Li-
ons Gate Hotel, 3410 Westover St. For 
more information, call 640-0835. There 
will be a special Banjo-Rama Room 
Rate for $89 (plus tax). Banjo-Rama in-
cludes shows, workshops, vendors, jam 
sessions 24/7, and more! What follows 
are biographies of some of the perform-
ers. For more information visit http://
banjo-rama.com/2015/

Johnny Baier
Since he began his career in 1971, 

Johnny Baier has been developing an ad-
mirable reputation as one of the world’s 

most ardent performers on, and pro-
moters of America’s only native musical 
instrument – the banjo.

From the beginning, playing banjo 
for the sing-along crowd at the Shakey’s 
Pizza Parlor in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, 
Baier maintained a goal of keeping his 
performances both musical and enter-
taining.  The varied musical influences 
he absorbed as a youngster – from jazz 
to polkas to classics, coupled with inspi-
ration, guidance and instruction from 
many great banjo artists of the past, 
have resulted in a contemporary banjo 
artist with a unique sound and style. 

A Johnny Baier performance always 
demonstrates his eagerness to attempt to 
add new textures and colors to the ban-
jo’s perceived repertoire and sound.  Rag-
time, Jazz, Bluegrass, Folk, Classical, Pop, 
and, of course, traditional banjo favor-
ites are all given Johnny’s unique touch.  
A certain highlight of his career came in 
1983 when, after a participating in a ban-
jo competition held in Ontario, Canada 
that featured some of the finest banjoists 
in North America, Baier was named the 
North American Banjo Champion.

Following this success, Baier was 
asked to represent a division of the Sara 
Lee Corporation as a musical goodwill 
ambassador.  In this capacity, he traveled 
throughout the United States perform-
ing at trade shows, fairs, parades and 
special events.  After three years of tour-
ing, Johnny settled down in Orlando, 
Florida where, in 1988, he began an in-
credible run at the world-famous Rosie 
O’Grady’s at Church Street Station.  In 
the years that followed, Johnny, combin-
ing masterful musicianship with crowd 

pleasing entertainment skills, performed 
over 15,000 solo shows.

Currently serving as the Executive Di-
rector of the American Banjo Museum 
in Oklahoma City, Baier still finds time 
to perform on cruise ships, at communi-
ty and corporate events or as a featured 
guest artist at musical festivals and con-
cert venues throughout the world.   Ad-
ditionally, Johnny has just released a new 
CD entitled Pick Yourself Up which fea-
tures his banjo and vocals in an easy lis-
tening jazzy setting

The highest compliment a musical artist 
can hope to receive usually comes from fel-
low musicians.  When banjo players gath-
er, they often refer to Johnny Baier as “the 
best.”  While such high praise is certain-
ly a matter of opinion, it is clear that his 
love for the banjo and the music it is capa-
ble of creating has allowed Johnny Baier to 
evolve into exactly what he hoped to be-
come     ...THE BANJO MAN.

Linda Lehmann
A new and exciting presence in to-

day’s banjo world, Michigan’s Linda 
Lehmann has been an avid banjo player, 
vocalist and entertainer for most of her 
life. From the simple beginning of play-
ing the banjo with her dad, Linda has 
developed into a seasoned banjo profes-
sional with a swinging, jazzy style and 
sound all her own.

Lehmann began playing professional-
ly at the age of 15 when she began a ten 
year run at the Village Inn pizza parlors 
in Grand Rapids and Muskegon, Mich-
igan. After a performing hiatus to raise 
her two daughters, Linda burst back 
upon the music scene in 2003, quick-
ly becoming a featured performer at fes-
tivals around the country. As a soloist, 
Linda’s instrumental skills, engaging vo-

cals, and ease with an audience are a hit 
wherever she performs. Often teamed 
with banjoist and vocalist Margie Bau-
mann, their duo - known as Sweet and 
Simple - is a perfect pairing; one of those 
rare entertainment treats where the sum 
exceeds its parts.

In addition to her solo performanc-
es, Linda is active in the traditional 
jazz scene, performing with bands such 
as The River Rouges Jazz Band and The 
Docs of Dixieland.  Such versatility was 
recognized by her hometown in 2007 
when Linda was invited to perform in 
Italy as a musical ambassador of the 
City of Grand Rapids.

With an unabashed and contagious 
love for the music and the banjo, a Linda 
Lehmann performance is always a delight.

Bill Dendle
Bill Dendle began his entertainment 

career at Capone’s Warehouse in Mon-
terey with Eddie “Fast Eddie” Erickson. 
From there they went to Disneyland 
and DisneyWorld, where they opened 
the Empress Lilly Showboat. Over the 
years Bill has appeared at: Mickie Finn’s, 
on USO tours, Dixieland and Jazz Fes-
tivals all over the U.S., in Japan, France 
and Germany, at banjo shows, conven-
tions, private parties, jazz concerts and 
as guest artists with bands and not-
ed jazz performers such as Bob Cros-
by, Bob Haggart, Dave Frishberg, Dick 
Cary, Abe Most and others.

Shelley Burns
Shelley Burns performs with a number 

of Sacramento musical groups, the Shel-
ley Burns Trio (or Quartet), and with her 
band Shelley Burns and Avalon Swing at 

Banjo-Rama set for May 14-17

See Banjo-Rama, page 17

Photo courtesy
Shown here is The 59er Band at a recent Baby Boomer Dance Party.
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By BONNiE OSBORN
Special to the Land Park News

As they count down the days until their one-night-
only 30th anniversary concert spectacular, Sacramen-
to Gay Men’s Chorus members are thinking about 
where they began and how far they’ve come. 

On May 8, the chorus will present “Milestones: 
Our Journey Continues” before its largest audience, 
in the largest venue, of its 30-year history, Sacra-
mento’s Memorial Auditorium—a far cry from the 
group’s first concert in spring 1985, performed at 
tiny St. Paul’s Episcopal Church at 15th and J. 

“I’m proud of the artistic quality that has evolved 
under Musical Director Steven Johnson and heart-
ened to find how many men who love to sing have 
found a home with the chorus,” said former state 
Assemblyman and cable industry executive Dennis 
Mangers of Carmichael, a founding member of the 
chorus, although he no longer sings with the group. 
“I am also gratified to find that the environment 
for the LGBT community has changed to the point 
where gay men and their straight allies in music are 
comfortable now calling themselves a ‘gay’ chorus. 
Such was not the case 30 years ago, when we were at 
risk in our employment and subject to other forms 
of discrimination.”

Indeed, the chorus name was a topic of debate 
off and on for years. Members of a Sacramento gay 
men’s social and networking group, Pillars, attend-
ed a concert of the San Francisco Gay Men’s Cho-
rus, founded in 1978, which sparked the idea to 
start a Sacramento gay men’s chorus, recalls found-
ing member David Kwong of Natomas, who con-
tinues to sing with the chorus.

Some wanted the new chorus to be identified as 
gay; others, including several who worked as teach-
ers, were fearful of losing their jobs. In the end the 
group was named Sacramento Men’s Chorus. “Even 
though by our statement, our programs, our sup-
porters, everybody knew it was a gay group, our 
name allowed us the opportunity to be to work with 
the larger musical and arts community,” Kwong says, 
noting that the chorus has performed with the Sac-
ramento Choral Society, the Sacramento Philhar-
monic, Sacramento Ballet and Sacramento Opera 
as well as at senior centers and LGBT community 
events over the years. “There were straight members 
of the chorus then, and there are now,” Kwong says.

“I don’t think we thought about politics going 
into it,” says Frank Lasso-Lawler of Arden-Arcade, 
founding member and three-time president of the 
chorus. “It really was a shelter, a place for people to 
socialize, have fun and sing.”

 Twenty-five to 30 men attended the first rehears-
als in fall 1984, in an old building in Oak Park then 
owned by Metropolitan Community Church. There 
were springs beneath the floor of the second-floor 
ballroom floor, Kwong remembers, and you sank 
when you walked across it.

The group did a lot of cabaret shows in the ear-
ly days, Lasso-Lawler says, performing at Garbeau’s 
Dinner Theatre, closed in 2009 but recently re-
opened; audience members threw flowers and can-
dy onto the stage. 

After rehearsals the group would often gather 
at Alhambra Fuel and Transport, where someone 
would play piano and they would sing, Lasso-Lawl-
er recalls. “They gave us free drinks as long as we 
were singing,” he says.

Or sometimes it was the Spaghetti Factory 
for an after-rehearsal meal, where, waiting out-

side for a table, they would break into a doo-
wop number, and the restaurant would open the 
doors to let the sound inside. Later they would be 
inundated with requests to sing at the tables of 
diners who were celebrating birthdays. Following 
the first concerts at St. Paul’s, chorus members 
would treat the audience to cookies and cham-
pagne.  “We didn’t sing as well back then but we 
sure had a lot of fun,” Lasso-Lawler says.

But the chorus’s early years were also the be-
ginning years of the AIDS crisis. More than 50 
chorus members have been lost to HIV/AIDS, 
including two founding members instrumen-
tal in starting the chorus, Steve Mabs and Rick 
Whitnah. “I think to most members, the chorus 
is our family,” Kwong says. “When we lose a cho-
rus member we all feel it.”

The chorus has ranged in size over the years 
from just 18 singers to its current 70-voices-
strong. As it grew, it improved in musical quality 
and became known for creative productions com-
bining a classical choral sound with profession-
al-quality lighting and staging, exuberant cho-
ralography, costumes, and small-ensemble skits. 
Steven Johnson, who became musical director 
in 2012, further professionalized the group and 
pushed it to sell out performances in larger ven-
ues, such as Sacramento’s Crest Theater. 

The May 8 Milestones show pulls out all the 
stops, featuring guest performances by operatic 
soprano Carrie Hennessey, the Sacramento Chil-
dren’s Chorus and Aerial Evolution. AMP’D En-
tertainment’s Arteen Kharrat, which counts the 
Golden Globe Awards and the Oscars among his 
clients, designed lighting for the production. Rob 

Stewart of KVIE’s “Rob on the Road” will serve 
as master of ceremonies. 

The 30-year milestone has prompted many 
of the chorus members to reflect on how not 
only the chorus but society have changed. 
“ Thirty years ago not that many people knew 
someone who was gay,” Kwong says. “Once you 
know someone, it becomes more personal, you 
lose the fear.

“Enjoying the sound of a chorus singing is such 
a common denominator among all people. When 
people can accept that the sound of singing is 
good, it helps tie communities together. Whether 
a person is gay or not is not a factor anymore.”

Lasso-Lawler has detected a change in audi-
ence reaction. “We are appreciated for different 
reasons now,” he says. “ There were a lot of times 
in the early years when the audience would come 
out afterwards and say, ‘ That was nice.’ Now to 
see the audiences walking out with excitement 
and high energy, I get a feeling of electricity.”

For the chorus members themselves, the love of 
singing is important, but it is being part of some-
thing larger than themselves that keeps them 
coming back. “At one of our recent rehearsals we 
talked about why we joined,” Lasso-Lawler says. 
“It always comes back to the brotherhood, the 
support we give each other.”

The one-time-only performance of Milestones 
will be Friday, May 8, 8 p.m., at Memorial Audi-
torium, 1515 J Street, Sacramento. Tickets are $25 
general admission, $40 VIP seating, and may be 
purchased online at www.sacgaymenschorus.org/, 
at the Gifted Gardener, 1730 J Street; or from any 
chorus member.

Bond of Brotherhood has inspired Gay Men’s Chorus through 30 years

Photo courtesy of Sacramento Gay Men’s Chorus Archives
This historic photo of the Sacramento Gay Men’s Chorus was taken circa 1985 in front of the state capitol with some of the group’s 
founding members, including Frank Lasso-Lawler who is shown in the back row, the first on the left. Dennis Mangers is shown 14th from 
the left and David Kwong is 23rd from left (or fourth from right).The chorus is celebrating its 30 year anniversary with a concert on May 8 
at Sacramento Memorial Auditorium at 8 p.m. 

Sacramento fashionistas 
won’t want to miss Haute 
Stuff, presented by Sac-
town Magazine. At this 
premiere spring event for 
the Sacramento Children’s 
Home, guests will shop a 
unique marketplace lined 
with fashion, home and 
lifestyle temptations. Local 
vintner and culinary part-
ners will offer a selection 
of specialty wines and de-
licious delicacies. The high-
light of the afternoon will 
be an entertaining fashion 
show designed by Person-
al Stylist, Karri Grant, fea-
turing the Sacramento Bal-
let and Front Street Animal 
Shelter.  

Haute Stuff will be held on 
Sunday, May 17 from noon 
to 4 p.m. at Jardin Rue Es-
tate.  Tickets can be pur-
chased at www.kidshome.
org/events, and are $95 each 
or $320 for a package of 
four.  Located along the Gar-
den Highway, Jardin Rue Es-
tate features beautiful gar-
dens and breathtaking views 

of the Sacramento River.  
Free shuttling will be avail-
able all day from the nearby 
NP3 and Westlake Charter 
School parking lots.

Haute Stuff brings com-
munity members, sponsors, 
and supporters together to 
celebrate spring while help-
ing to sustain programs that 
prevent child abuse and ne-
glect and build strong fami-
lies.  All proceeds, including 
20 percent of all marketplace 
sales, benefit the Sacramen-
to Children’s Home. A vari-
ety of sponsorship opportu-
nities are available.

Karri Grant, Personal Styl-
ist and Image and Wardrobe 
Consultant, is coordinat-
ing the fashion show.  She 
is putting together an enter-
taining show that showcas-
es local boutiques with their 
spring and summer designs. 
Guests will see grown-up 
florals, jewel tones, comfort-
able fabrics, classic black/
white and nautical designs, 
as well as graphic prints, soft 
hues, suit separates for men, 

and playful patterns and 
bright colors for kids.  For 
our furry friends - adorable 
cuffs, colors and bows.

Models will include many 
familiar faces from the great-
er Sacramento scene.  They 
are all “real” people (not pro-
fessional models), includ-
ing women, men and chil-
dren. Both the Sacramento 
Ballet and Front Street An-
imal Shelter will add special 
surprises to the Haute Stuff 
Fashion Show.  

Describing how the idea 
for this kind of benefit came 
about, Laurel Sunderman, 
marketing and communica-
tions manager for the Sac-
ramento Children’s Home, 
told the Arden-Carmichael 
News that “many women 
proudly support the Sac-
ramento Children’s Home, 
and we wanted to create a 
signature fundraising event 
tailored primarily for them. 
With a broad selection of 
marketplace offerings – 
from fashion and accessories 
to home and garden – Haute 

Stuff appeals to women of 
all ages, economic levels and 
stylistic tastes.” 

The event gives wom-
en the opportunity to min-
gle, shop and celebrate their 
support of the Sacramento 
Children’s Home in a unique 
setting.  Attendees can-
not get the same experience 
from any mall. “Ultimately, 
Haute Stuff brings togeth-
er our community partners 
and our some of our most 
dedicated supporters for a 
fabulous time that prom-
ises opportunities for net-
working, while at the same 
time building awareness of 
the Sacramento Children’s 
Home and raising funds to 
sustain programs that are 
helping to stop child abuse 
and neglect in Sacramento,” 
Laurel said.

The Sacramento Chil-
dren’s Home provides com-
prehensive residential and 
community-based programs 
to address the issues of chil-
dren and families through-
out Sacramento who are at 
risk of or affected by child 
abuse and neglect.  From ed-
ucating parents of infants 
and toddlers to teaching in-
dependent living skills to 
young adults, the Sacramen-
to Children’s Home is able 
to help the widest range of 
clients and address the wid-
est range of needs of any 
child and family service or-
ganization in Sacramento 
County.  At nearly 150 years 
old, the Sacramento Chil-
dren’s Home is the oldest, 
and one of the most high-
ly regarded charities in the 
area and makes a significant 
difference in the lives of ap-
proximately 5,500 children 
and 4,200 families every 
year.  Through prevention, 
intervention, and trauna-in-

formed care, the Sacramento 
Children’s Home is opening 
doors to the future by maxi-
mizing the potential of chil-
dren and families.

Jardin Rue Estate is the pri-
vate estate of long-time Sac-
ramento Children’s Home 
supporters, Butch and Ei-
leen Schuering, who have 
generously offered to host 
the event the last two years. 
Jardin Rue Estate is situat-
ed on the Garden Highway 
along the Sacramento Riv-
er.  Guests will be enchant-
ed by the extensive grounds 
featuring beautiful gardens 
and river views.

This year marks the third 
annual Haute Stuff.  The 
event has raised nearly 
$75,000 for the Sacramen-
to Children’s Home since 
2013. “Many of our partners 
and sponsors look forward 
to returning to the event 
each year, and we are expect-
ing this year to be our best 
yet!” Laurel said. 

In addition to the fash-
ion show and marketplace, 
there will be some fabu-
lous raffle prizes.  Themed 
packages will offer some-
thing for everyone – from 
a “sporty” package includ-
ing horse riding lessons 
and Sac Republic tickets to 
a “Pamper Yourself ” pack-
age featuring a spa day at 
Arden Hills, and so much 
more. The event will high-
light event partners and 
previewing raffle items on 
the Haute Stuff Facebook 
page between now and 
May 17.

For event information and 
to purchase tickets: www.
k i d s h o m e . o r g / e v e n t s 
Follow Haute Stuff on Face-
book: www.facebook.com/sa-
chautestuff

Haute Stuff
Shop all things fabulous to support the Sacramento 
Children’s Home at Arden area benefit

Photo by Rob Orani
Shown here is a photo from last year’s Haute Stuff event, benefitting the 
Sacramento Children’s Home.  
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 Where Quality Memory Care 
Meets Quality of Life

The Chateau at Carmichael Park invites you to discover two options 
for loved ones with memory loss at our Memory Care community.
RESIDENTIAL
•  Designed specifically for seniors with Alzheimer’s disease and other forms of dementia
•  Offering individual and group activities based on specific needs and abilities
•  Private studio apartments with bath on a month-to-month basis
•  Caring staff trained in appropriate memory-care techniques

MEMORY DAY PROGRAM
•  Offering full-day and half-day programs
•  Providing companionship and physical activity
•  Facilitating family support groups and educational seminars
•  Allowing caregivers and family members free time to run 

errands, work outside the home or relax

Call today to 
schedule a tour
(916) 481-7105

HankFisherProperties.com • Locally owned and operated for over 35 years.

THE CHATEAU AT CARMICHAEL PARK • 7125 Fair Oaks Blvd. • Carmichael, CA 95608 • (916) 481-7105 Lic. #347001523

Hank Fisher Senior Communities
INDEPENDENT • ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE • MEMORY DAY PROGRAM • RESPITE SUITES

For more information, visit 

Join us for a 
monthly site tour

FairOaksEcoHousing.org

• Safe and Supportive Community 
  for People of All Ages

• Close to Fair Oaks Village

• Large Clubhouse and Gardens

• 30 Townhomes and Flats

By kRiSTiN ThéBAuD
Special to the Arden-Carmichael News

Arden resident Patty Lake was liv-
ing in a tent by the American River just 
three years ago. Next month, she will 
speak before 500 guests at the 14th an-
nual Celebration of Independence Gala, 
which benefits Women’s Empower-
ment, a local nonprofit job training and 
empowerment program for women who 
are homeless and their children. 

A native Sacramentan, Lake was a 
young mom, dropping out of 9th grade to 
raise her two daughters. She also battled a 
lifelong addiction to alcohol but managed 
to work in manufacturing for seven years. 
After her older brother was killed, she sank 
into a deep depression, lost her job and be-
came homeless. She also lost her relation-
ship with her daughters and remained out 
of their lives for many years. 

“I was just a shell of the person I 
am now,” she said. “Homelessness is 
incredibly lonely, and I felt as if I was 
completely invisible.”

After getting clean of drugs and alco-
hol, Lake was accepted into Women’s 
Empowerment. She had not worked 

in an office environment for more than 
eight years, but at Women’s Empower-
ment, she developed the skills she need-
ed to find and keep a job. She graduated 
from Women’s Empowerment and ac-
cepted a position with the River Cats, 
working at Raley Field for the 2014 
baseball season.

Lake has been clean and sober for 
more than three years and is now re-
united with her entire family, including 
her grandchildren. She left her part-
time job with the River Cats for a full-
time job at Apple One, and will start a 
full-time job at Health Net on May 1.

On May 14, Lake will don a formal 
gown and be the keynote speaker at 
Women’s Empowerment’s Gala. The 
event, which raises funds for the orga-
nization and honors the group’s 1,223 
graduates, will take place 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
on May 14 at the Red Lion Woodlake 
Hotel in Sacramento. Guests will min-
gle with graduates from the program 
and enjoy a formal dinner, live and si-
lent auctions, live music and a presen-
tation from Lake and her former em-
ployer at the River Cats. 

Beaming from the audience will be 
Arden resident Ronnie Corrick, who 
chaired the Gala committee for two 
years and has helped outfit the Wom-
en’s Empowerment graduates in for-
mal gowns for six years as they pre-
pare to be celebrated at the event. 

“Many of the graduates have never 
been to prom or homecoming,” Cor-
rick said. “At the Gala Gown Bou-
tique, they see themselves in a new 
light. They find out that they are fab-
ulous and beautiful, and they feel spe-
cial and deserving of this moment.”

Gala tickets are $100. Those who can-
not attend, or wish to contribute more, 
can sponsor a graduate like Lake to attend 
the event. For tickets and sponsorship op-
portunities, call (916) 669-2307 or visit 
www.womens-empowerment.org. 

Women’s Empowerment offers the 
most comprehensive job-readiness 
program in the Sacramento area de-
signed specifically for women who 
are homeless and their children. The 
2014 Organization of the Year has 
graduated 1,223 homeless women 
and their 2,648 children. Last year, 
89 percent of graduates found homes 
and 88 percent found jobs or en-
rolled in school or training. The pro-
gram combines self-esteem courses, 
job training, health classes and sup-
port services to help homeless wom-
en across diverse ages, races and cul-
tures. Women’s Empowerment is 
funded solely through private dona-
tions from the community. To do-
nate online: www.womens-empow-
erment.org

Arden woman overcomes 
homelessness, will share 
story at upcoming gala

1 p.m. inside the Central Li-
brary Galleria, 828 I St.

Drawing classes with Lynn 
Morrison at the Arden-
Dimick Library

Artist Lynn Morrison will 
teach color theory, proper-
ties of graphite pencils, color 
blending, and drawing tech-
niques at the Arden-Dimick 
Library. Registration is re-
quired to attend. The class-
es will be offered on Tues-
days, May 5 to June 23, 
starting at 10 a.m. Arden-
Dimick Library is located at 
891 Watt Ave. Artist Lynn 
Morrison will teach color-
theory, properties of graph-
ite pencils, color blending, 
and drawing techniques dur-
ing these hands-on sessions. 
Free art supplies will be pro-
vided. Lynn is a graduate of 
California College of Arts & 
Crafts with a BFA Degree in 
Environmental Design. She 
has been an interior design-
er and college instructor. Her 
artwork graces the walls of 

homes and businesses both 
locally and nationally.

Watercolor Classes with 
kathy Lemke Waste at the 
pocket Library

Artist Kathy Lemke Waste 
will demonstrate wetting and 
stretching paper, how to cre-
ate a basic wash, how to set up 
your palette and more in this in-
troduction to watercolor, which 
will be held at the Robbie Wa-
ters Pocket-Greenhaven Library. 
Registration is required to at-
tend. This class will be held Fri-
days, May 1 to June 26, at 9:30 
a.m. There will be no class May 
22. The Robbie Waters Pocket-
Greenhaven Library is located 
at 7335 Gloria Dr.

Kathy will demonstrate wet-
ting and stretching paper, how 
to create a basic wash, how to 
set up your palette and more in 
this introduction to watercol-
or. Kathy teaches workshops 
for the Crocker Art Museum 
and is an Artist in Residence 
for the Sacramento County 
Office of Education. She has 

Free art for seniors:
Older adults are invited to celebrate their creative 
sides with eight-week art classes in the Arden area

All levels of experience wel-
come. Art supplies will be pro-
vided. Class sizes are limited.

Participants are expected to 
be able to attend all eight class 
meetings.  Creative Aging in 
America’s Libraries is sup-
ported by a National Lead-
ership Grant from the U.S. 
Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Services in collabora-
tion with Lifetime Arts, Inc., 
AARP Foundation, Ameri-
can Library Association and 
Westchester Library System.

These classes will culminate 
in an art show at the Central 
Library on Sunday, Aug. 2 at 

In Creative Company is a 
series of art classes for old-
er adults (55-plus). Learn 
from professional teach-
ing artists in this series 
of multi-week visual arts 
courses that will help you 
discover and express your 
inner talents through paint-
ing and drawing.

If you are interesting in 
attending, please note: To 
register for a class series, 
visit the Sacramento Public 
Library’s events page which 
can be found off the main 
web page, http://www.
saclibrary.org/

taught Communication Stud-
ies in California’s state college 
and university system.

Watercolor Classes with Su-
san Recely

Artist Susan Recely will in-
corporate color theory, art his-
tory and painting demonstra-
tions, while helping students 
create their own artwork at 
the Sylvan Oaks Library. Reg-
istration is required to attend. 
This class meets Thursdays, 
April 9 to June 4 at 10 a.m. 
There will be no class on May 
14. Sylvan Oaks Library is lo-
cated at 6700 Auburn Blvd., 
Citrus Heights. Susan re-
ceived her Master’s degree in 
painting from CSUS and has 
taught numerous adult classes 
including at Hart Senior Cen-
ter. Susan is an award-winning 
painter specializing in teach-
ing oil, acrylic and watercolor 
painting to adults. The class 
will incorporate color-theory, 
art history, painting demon-
strations and students creating 
their own artwork.
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ADDITION SPECIALIST

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HOUSE CLEANING

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

HARDWOOD FLOORS

CLEANING

HANDYMAN

GET READY FOR SPRING!
Call LESTER 

(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HEDGE TRIMMING 
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 18 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

FENCING

HANDYMAN

BUILDERS

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

ALARM SYSTEMS

HAULING

(916) 685-3555

Garage/Construction
Clean-up

One Shot Yard Clean-up
Senior Citizen Discount

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS

CS
L #

99
62

71

For 24 hours on May 5, 
Sacramento will again come 
together for a BIG Day of 
Giving. According to the Big 
DOG website, the goal is to 
raise $5 million from 25,000 
donors for over 500 nonprof-
its in a 24-hour giving chal-
lenge as part of the national 
campaign called GiveLocal-
America. To participate, lo-
cal donors can go to www.
bigdayofgiving.org to give 
and support the nonprofits. 
In 2014, our region’s BIG 
Day of Giving raised more 
than $3 million from more 
than 12,000 donors for 400 
nonprofits and ranked No. 2 
in the nation. Let’s make it 
No. 1 this year.

On www.bigdayofgiving is 
a powerful online commu-
nity tool called Giving Edge 
and it can help you find 
nonprofit organizations, 
learn about the impact they 
are making, and make a do-
nation. Each nonprofit in 
the database is a partner of 
GiveLocalNow, a movement 
to increase local giving.

What follows below is a 
listing of Arden-Carmica-
hel area nonprofits that are 
participating in the Big Day 
of Giving. 

The American River Nat-
ural history Association 
and the Effie Yeaw Nature 

Center, 2850 San Lorenzo 
Way, Carmichael, are ded-
icated to bringing aware-
ness of the beauty and di-
versity of the natural world 
to children, families and 
the community through 
education initiatives that 
foster appreciation, enjoy-
ment and stewardship of 
the unique wildlife. 
   
It is the mission of St. Mi-
chael’s Episcopal Day 
School, 2140 Mission Ave., 
Carmichael, to provide a 
learning environment where 
students are inspired to 
think critically; act respon-
sibly; lead compassionately; 
and innovate wisely in seek-
ing scholastic, artistic and 
physical achievement. 
   
Sacramento Fine Arts 
Center, 5330B Gibbons 
Dr., Carmichael, encour-
ages the creation and pre-
sentation of original visual 
arts, to support the cultural 
life of the community, and 
to encourage all artists to 
fulfill their potential.

Women’s Wisdom ART, 
5230 Whitney Ave., Carmi-
chael, is dedicated to trans-
forming the lives of women 
by inviting them to engage 
in a community dedicated to 
participating in the arts.  We 

believe that the images and 
words women create to ex-
press their lives enrich not 
only themselves and their 
families, but our entire com-
munity. 

   
Eskaton Foundation, 5105 
Manzanita Ave., Carmi-
chael, funds essential proj-
ects and innovative pro-
grams in order to enhance 
the quality of life of seniors. 
The older adults we serve 
enjoy greater independence, 
dignity and health, whether 
they are living in an Eska-
ton retirement community, 
residing in Eskaton’s afford-
able housing. 

   
The mission of Chautau-
qua playhouse, 5325 En-
gle Road Suite 110, is to ac-
tively develop andpromote 
educational and cultural in-
volvement and awareness in 
theperforming arts by of-
fering the general public a 
wide-variety of high qual-
ity, affordable performing 
art opportunities that en-
courage diversity, and orig-
inal works. 

Atkinson Family Servic-
es, 4718 Engle Road, Car-
michael, protects, nurtures, 
and inspires children, adults, 
and families to be success-
ful through residential, be-
havioral health, education-
al, and vocational programs 
promoting personal growth 
and development. 

American River park-
way Foundation, 5700 Ar-
den Way, Carmichael, es-
tablished in 1983, serves 
the Sacramento community 
with programs that span a 
23 mile, 4,800 acre expanse 
of land, water and nature. 
The vision is to conserve 
and improve the parkway 
as a sustainable natural re-
source to all. 

Sacramento Valley Con-
servancy’s mission is to 
preserve the beauty, char-
acter and diversity of the 
Sacramento Valley land-
scape by working with citi-
zens, property owners, de-
velopers, public agencies 
and other nonprofit orga-
nizations. It preserves ded-
icated open space by the 
acceptance of gifts, pri-
vate purchase, facilitation 

of public acquisition, con-
servation easements and 
by cooperative efforts. In 
2012, it added the old Boy 
Scout camp, Camp Pollock 
to the heart of the Ameri-
can River Parkway, making 
recreation for youth, park-
way users and communi-
ty events the main goals of 
the acquisition. 

Previously run by the Boy 
Scouts of America since the 
early 1920s, Camp Pollock 
is available for group camp-
ing and more.

SVC facilitated the acqui-
sition of Camp Pollock by 
the State Lands Commis-
sion in January 2013 and is 
managing the site in accor-
dance with the American 
River Parkway Plan.

A glorious feature to 
Camp Pollock is the histor-
ic 1924 lodge that can be 
rented by the general public 
for special events, office re-
treats or other private occa-
sions. The Lodge can hold 
up to 250 guests. Outdoor 
barbeque pit and lawn area 
available when renting the 
historic Lodge.

Unique to Sacramento, 
one of the few locations to 
camp along the American 
River Parkway is the Group 
Camp Ground for Scout 
Troops, clubs and other  
groups. Camp Pollock of-
fers group camping, host-
ing up to 200 campers on 
its vast property. Yes, both 
group camping and the 
Lodge can be rented simul-
taneously for an unforget-
table experience!

Found very close to Camp 
Pollock is the Jedediah 
Smith Trail, also known as 
the American River Park-
way, stretching 32 miles 
upstream to Nimbus and 
Folsom Dam. The trail is 
considered one of the longest 
paved purpose-built bike 
trails in the country. Cyclist, 
joggers, walkers, bird watch-
ers, plein air artists, hikers, 
photographers and eques-
trians use the multipurpose 
trails. The American River 
Parkway can lead you to the 
Fish Hatchery, Sacramento 
State University, State Fair-
grounds, Effie Yeaw Nature 
Center and many public rec-
reational areas. Wildlife is 
abundant and can be spot-
ted when traveling through 

the major metropolitan area. 
How will you use the trails 
near Camp Pollock?

Less than 10 minutes 
from downtown Sacramen-
to, Camp Pollock is nearby 
many attractions including 
the State Capitol, under-
ground tours of Sacramen-
to, historic Old Town, the 
Crocker Art Museum, Dis-
covery Park, Sutter’s Land-
ing Park, the Railroad Mu-
seum and the California 
Auto Museum. The Gold 
Rush history influences 
much of Sacramento’s his-
tory. Gold was discovered 
along the American River in 
1849, just 50 miles up-river 
from Camp Pollock!

The American River sup-
plies a watery migration al-
most year round. Steelhead 
(Nov-May), Shad (May) 
Striped Bass ( Jun-Jul) Chi-
nook Salmon (Oct). Camp 
Pollock fish trail will take 
you to the water’s edge. De-
pending upon the fish spe-
cies, a fish can weigh 16-59 
pounds! Try your luck at 
landing a big fish at Camp 
Pollock!

Camp Pollock offers an in-
terpretive Native Plant Gar-
den in front of the Historic 
Lodge, educating visitors to 
the Riparian forest that sur-
rounds Camp Pollock. On 
the 11 acres of Camp Pol-
lock, oaks, willows, Califor-
nia Buckeyes, Alders, Firs, 
Pines and Cottonwoods 
enclose the group camp-
grounds, creating a shad-
ing environment. Blackberry 
bushes can be found in ri-
parian areas too. Ripe ber-
ries are ready for picking in 
mid-Summer!

Camp Pollock is home to 
the Wild Turkey, that can 
be found grazing through 
the grounds. While squir-
rels, chipmunks and a vari-
ety of birds call the tree tops 
home. River otters, beavers, 
turtles and the raccoon can 
be found living in their nat-
ural habitat. The Ameri-
can River attracts the dis-
tinguished Blue Heron, the 
water diving Cormorant and 
the graceful Great Egret, just 
to name a few. Mule Deer 
will occasionally be sight-
ed at Camp Pollock too. Re-
member to pack your binoc-
ulars and camera!
-Source: Sacramento Valley 
Conservancy

Arden-Carmichael area nonprofits gear up for the May 5 BIG Day of Giving
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tree service

Your services are needed! 
call (916) 429-9901 

and reserve your space on the 
Arden Carmichal News

Home improvement page

your ad here

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

roof/gutter cleaning

tree & gardening service

Painting

garY’s Painting
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

Mcclatchy ‘67

“Member BBB”

Painting

RooneY’s
Plumbing

FULL service PLUMBing

PLUMBing

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

PaintingLandscaPing

Crockett-Deane Ballet Company 
& Deane Dance Center

present “The Unicorn Fountain”

May 23 at 7 p.m.
May 24 at 2 p.m.

Tickets $10 - $15 at the door
OR contact 

www.deanedancecenter.com

The Center at Twenty-Three Hundred
2300 Sierra Blvd. Sacramento

(916) 453-0226

YOUNG ACTORS STAGE
presents

THE SOUND OF MUSIC
Friday, May 15 & 22 at 7;

Saturday, May 16 & 23 
at 1, 4, & 7;

Sunday, May 17 at 1 & 4

Tickets $10 - $12
More info at YoungActorsStage.com

24th Street Theater,
2791 24th Street, Sacramento

CALL AND 
PLACE 

YOUR EVENT 
TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

17th Annual

May 9th & 10th
Saturday & Sunday, 10am-4pm

www.eastsacgardentour.com
All proceeds benefit David Lubin Elementary School.

Tour: $20 thru 5/8 • Weekend of Event $25
Luncheon: $15

Mother’s Day 
Weekend

Treat Mom to a tour
of seven beautiful
East Sac gardens,

shop at the garden boutique 
and enjoy a delicious 
luncheon catered by 
Along Came Jenny

at the Historic
Sutter Lawn Tennis Club.

Solution to Crossword:
S T O P V I S A W R A P
T A R O T I C O N H A Z E
O P A L E S C E N T A B U T
W E L L R E A D E N T I R E

U S E R M A U N D E R
S K A T E R S E T T O
L A B E L T I D E T E L L
E Y E Y A R D A R M V I A
D O T E D I L L A M I S S

S M O T E S C U L P T
P A S T U R E D E A F
A S T H M A W I N D F A L L
S H O E B L I N D A L L E Y
H E A T L A N A M E T E R
A N T E E W E R R O S E

handyman
handyman SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic#
908942. Call Steven at 230-2114.

SPRInG CLEan-UP SPECIaLS!!
Rain Gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, pressure 
washing/power spray, hauling, yard work,  painting, tree 
& shrub removal, clean-up, fence repairs, light tree 
trimming, & more. Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247. 18
yrs. exp.Specials for seniors. Licensed

haRdWOOd FLOORInG
haRdWOOd FLOORInG
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring. Or repair and 
refurbish your existing flooring. Call Michael at  (916) 
383-8742. References available/Lic#544159

#1 BOOkkEEPER
32 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, Res-
taurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, Chiropractors, 
Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, Barber, Construction, 
Wholesale, Investment Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, 
Sm Business. We are experts in General Ledger, 
Payroll, Profit & Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr 
specialized appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene 
Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

bOOkkEEPInG

#1 Tax PREPaRER
32 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including all State 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTEC Registered & Bonded. Please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, 
Nevada (775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

Tax PREPaRER

Check out the
Home Improvement Guide 

 in the Arden Carmichael News.
Call Melissa at 429-9901 

for ad rates.
Sell your car

in the classifieds!

Sell your furniture
in the classifieds

adVERTISE  yOUR REnTaLS

Call 429-9901

HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

Drivers (CDL-B): Great Pay, 
Hometime!

No-Forced Dispatch!
New Singles from Sacramento

to surrounding states.
APPLY: TruckMovers.com

1-855-730-1084

Classified ads work

EMPLOYMENT
Terminal Manager and

 Laborers needed for a new 
TruckMovers Depot Location.

CDL required, FT position, 
100% Home Time,

Great Pay and Benefits
Send resume to: 

kristy@truckmovers.com
 or call 1-855-902-5160

e-mail editor@valcomnews.com or call 429-9901.

the Sacramento Jazz Jubilee and 
at other jazz festivals around the 
world. Shelley has an extensive 
knowledge of standard jazz rep-
ertoire, having over thirty-five 
years of experience as a profes-
sional jazz vocalist, working 
with world-class musicians.

Charlie Tagawa
In 2005, Charlie was induct-

ed into the National Four-String 
Banjo Hall of Fame. He began 
playing banjo and guitar at age 20 
in Tokyo. He was a favorite with 
the Americans who heard him 
with the Dixieland Dukes at To-
kyo’s Gaslight Club. A Bay Area 
restaurant owner convinced him 
to come to the U.S in 1964 to en-
tertain. He eventually became the 
music director of the Peninsula 
Banjo Band, organizer of a great 
youth band, and an outstanding 
performer at almost every Banjo-
Rama in recent times.

Bill Lowrey
Bill Lowrey began studying 

the Tenor banjo from Char-
lie Tagawa at the age of 14. Bill 
joined Charlie’s Junior Ban-
jo Band and quickly progressed 
in both chord and melody tech-
niques. He studied Plectrum 
banjo from Kevin McCabe at 
the age of 17 and fell in love 
with the styles of Perry Bechtel 
and Eddie Peabody. Bill has 
spent countless hours study-
ing and mimicking great musi-
cians such as Chet Atkins, Les 
Paul, David Grisman and many 
others to create a style of ban-
jo playing as diverse as music it-
self. Bill has recently undertaken 
the task of mastering the works 

of the Tenor great, Harry Reser, 
on the Plectrum banjo. Bill loves 
to play all types of jazz from tra-
ditional to modern and particu-
larly loves to immerse himself in 
the works of George Gershwin. 
Bill feels the banjo, as life, is to 
be constantly explored and ex-
panded to encompass new ideas. 
Bill works as a software consul-
tant to the healthcare industry, is 
actively involved as a Boy Scout 
volunteer and is the father of 
two wonderful pianists: Katie 
and Laura.

Steve peterson
Steve Peterson started on 

the Tenor banjo back in 1973. 
After playing for just a few 
months, he attended his first 
banjo show and saw the jaw-
dropping performances of Brad 
Roth and Scotty Plummer. Al-
though, he didn’t know what a 
Plectrum banjo was, he knew 
he needed to get one ASAP!

A few months later, he bought 
his first Plectrum banjo. Armed 
with the McNeal banjo book, a 
few records, and a portable tape 

recorder, he immersed himself 
in the recordings of the world’s 
best banjoists. Without a ban-
jo teacher, he consumed himself 
in self-study for up to six hours 
each day.

Within a few months, he was 
playing professional gigs around 
the San Francisco Bay Area. 
And just 3 years after first see-
ing him, he performed together 
with Scotty Plummer!

Over the years, Steve has 
played professionally at many 
amusement parks, nightclubs, 
and conventions through-
out the U.S. and Canada. For 
several years, he played banjo 
and guitar at Marriott’s Great 
America. He also has per-
formed at Marine World, Scar-
lett LaRue’s, The Echo, and 
many Banjoramas, Banjo Jubi-
lees, and FIGA conventions.

Steve is also known for his 
love of teaching banjo. Many 
banjoists, here in the audience 
today, have attended Steve’s 
classes, including beginners, 
intermediates, advanced, and 
even professionals.

Banjo-Rama:
Continued from page 8
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 Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

April

April is Poetry Month
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free SAT Exam at Carmichael  
(Teen)
April 25: Preparing for college?   Take Ka-
plan’s free Mock SAT Exam. Open to all 
high school students. Registration required. 
Come back for the follow-up test strategies 
seminar on Wednesday night  May 13  6 
p.m. for your results and valuable test taking 
tips. Sponsored by Kaplan Test Prep. Reg-
istration is required. Exam starts at noon. 
Carmichael Library, 5605 Marconi Ave.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Valley Scottish 
Games & Festival 
April 25-26: held at the Yolo County Fair-
grounds, Woodland. Gates open at 9 a.m. 
both days. To organizers, the “Games” 
means anything that is a competition relat-
ed to Scottish culture; athletics, highland 
dance, piping and drumming, and drum ma-
jors. “Festival” represents activities that are 
to be enjoyed, participate in, and watch; 
children’s area, entertainment, vendors, 
country dance, fiddling and harps, kirkin’, 
historical area, Scottish animals, and eating. 
There is something Scottish for everyone, 
and you don’t have to be Scottish to have 
fun. The theme this year is: A Little Scot-
land in Your Backyard. It means that you 
can experience a taste of Scottish culture 
without having to travel thousands of miles. 
There will be entertainment, dancing, pipes 
and pipe bands, music, animals, athletics, 
drum majors, vendors, and other colorful el-
ements. For more information, visit saccal-
lie.org / sacramentoscotgames.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Wildflower hike at Deer Creek
April 25: Sacramento Valley Conservan-
cy’s featured monthly outing is Wildflow-
er Hike at Deer Creek Hills scheduled from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Have you always wondered 
the names and characteristics of wildflowers 
to the central valley region? Join volunteer 
docents on an educational walk at Sacra-
mento’s largest open space preserve to share 
knowledge of the blooming wildflowers. 
This walk will explore the rolling foothills, 
letting your eyes to drink in the spectacu-
lar colors of spring. View the colorful dis-
play of the season’s array of yellows, oranges 
and blues in a lush carpet of green grasses, 
emerging from the beautiful hills and oak  
woodlands of Deer Creek Hills. The hike 
is great for all ages. The cost is $10.Register 
online: www.sacramentovalleyconservancy.
org/calendar.asp
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Wildflower Hike at Deer Creek 
Hills Preserve
April 25: Sacramento Valley Conservancy’s 
featured monthly outing is Wildflower Hike 
at Deer  Creek Hills scheduled for Satur-
day, April 25th, 2015 from 9:00am-1:00pm.  
Have you always wondered the names and 
characteristics of wildflowers to the cen-
tral  valley region? Join volunteer docents on 
an educational walk at Sacramento’s larg-
est  open space preserve to share knowledge 
of the blooming wildflowers.  This walk will 
explore the rolling foothills, letting your eyes 
to drink in the spectacular colors of Spring. 
View the colorful display of the season’s ar-

ray of yellows, oranges and blues in a lush 
carpet of green grasses, emerging from the 
beautiful hills and oak woodlands of Deer 
Creek Hills. Great for all ages. Cost is $10.
Register online: www.sacramentovalleycon-
servancy.org/calendar.asp
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Fairytale Town Troupers 
present: “Once Upon A Time 1959”
April 25 and 26: Fairytale Town’s most fa-
mous and beloved storybook characters 
come to life in the Fairytale Town Troup-
ers first production of the season! The year 
is 1959 and Robin Hood, Cinderella, Jack 
and Jill and more colorful characters are 
lost in a fantastical fog after being swept 
away from their storybook homes. Work-
ing together, they overcome their erratic ec-
centricities to uncover the mysterious force 
that united them and find a way home. This 
show features original songs set to a 1950s 
beat. Tickets are $2 for nonmembers in ad-
dition to park admission, and $1 for mem-
bers. There are two shows each day, one at 
noon and the second at 1:30 p.m. For more 
information, visit fairytaletown.org or call 
808-7462. Sponsored by ScholarShare Col-
lege Savings Plan. Fairytale Town is located 
at 3901 Land Park Dr. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 1 Open House
April 25: Fire Station 1, located at 624 
Q St. will have an open house from 2 to 4 
p.m. Meet firefighters and possibly mas-
cot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Youth Symphony 
Premier Orchestra Spring Concert:
April 26: Come hear the award-winning 
Premier Orchestra play professional reper-
toire from renowned and beloved compos-
ers at 7 p.m., at the Sacramento City Col-
lege Performing Arts Center. Founded in 
1956 as a 55-member youth orchestra, the 
Sacramento Youth Symphony will be cele-
brating its 60th anniversary in 2016! Un-
der the artistic direction of Michael Neu-
mann, SYS now has a membership of 
400-plus talented young musicians from all 
over the Sacramento Valley region. We of-
fer beginning through advanced orchestral 
ensembles and present 20+ concerts per 
year under the baton of some of the best 
music educators and conductors in the re-
gion. Visit us online at www.sacramentoy-
outhsymphony.org or call Robert at 916-
731-5777 for ticket information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rio Americano High School’s 
Race for the Stars
April 26: Race for the Stars is sponsored by 
the San Juan Education Foundation to raise 
money for teacher grants for the San Juan 
Unified School District. The cost to partic-
ipate is $30 for adults and $15 for students. 
Race for the Stars is a great opportuni-
ty for you to raise money for Rio Ameri-
cano High School while having fun with 
your family and friends. By participating, 
$10 of every adult entry fee and $5 of ev-
ery student/child entry fee will directly ben-
efit Rio Americano High School. Race for 
the Stars will take place at Rio Americano 
High School at 8 a.m. The registrations will 
start at 7 a.m. Families are welcome to par-
ticipate in a 5k walk/run. A kids run will be 
available for young children as well. In addi-
tion, there will be kids activities, entertain-
ment, bike raffle and give-aways. Food and 
drinks will be available as well. For more in-
formation, visit  http://www.sanjuan.edu/
domain/6703.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Baby/Toddler Stay & Play at Pocket 
Library (Early Childhood (0-5))
April 28: Fun starts at 10:15 a.m. at the 
Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Library, 
located at 7335  Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sci-Fi Book Club (Book Club)
April 28: Sci-Fi book club will explore the ex-
citing and diverse field of science fiction and 
fantasy : from aliens and spaceships to dragons 
and wizards. Please bring a snack to share and 
join us. This month’s title is The Dragonbone 
Chair by Tad Williams. 6:30 p.m.; Carmichael 
Library,  5605 Marconi Ave.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mr. Cooper’s Sing-a-Long Club at 
Pocket Library (Early Childhood (0-5))
April 28: A family-friendly performance by lo-
cal singer/guitarist Mr. Ken Cooper.  This pro-
gram is made possible by the Pocket-Green-
haven Friends of the Library. Fun starts at 11 
a.m. at the Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven 
Library, located at 7335 Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Books at Lunch: Middle School Book 
Group at Pocket Library (Teen)
April 28: Seventh and eighth graders are in-
vited to talk about books over lunch. Meet-
ing starts at 11:25 a.m. at the Robbie Wa-
ters Pocket-Greenhaven Library, located at 
7335 Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Books at Lunch: High School Book 
Group at Pocket Library (Teen)
April 28: Ninth through 12th graders are in-
vited to talk about books over lunch, starting 
at 12:30 p.m. at the Robbie Waters Pocket-
Greenhaven Library, located at 7335 Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Homework Zone at Pocket Library 
April 28: There will be free homework help 
for grades 1 through 8 on a drop-in basis at 
3:30 p.m. at the Robbie Waters Pocket-Green-
haven Library, located at 7335 Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Homework Zone at Pocket 
Library (School Age (6-12))
April 29: There will be free homework 
help for grades 1 through 8 on a drop-in 
basis at 5:30 p.m. at the Robbie Waters 
pocket-Greenhaven Library, located at 
7335 Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Music at noon free concert at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church
April 29:  Bring your lunch and enjoy fine 
music. This week there will be music fea-
turing Bay Area pianist Miyuki Otani. Up-
coming concert information and “printed” 
programs can be accessed from  www.mu-
sicatnoon.org. Westminster Presbyterian 
Church is located at 1300 N St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Baby/Toddler Stay & Play (No 
Storytimes in April) at Pocket 
Library (Early Childhood (0-5))
April 30: Fun starts at 10:15 a.m. at the 
Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Library, 
located at  7335 Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pocket-Greenhaven Friends of the 
Library Board Meeting (Adult)
April 30: Interested in knowing how you 
can help your library? Attend the Pocket-
Greenhaven Friends of the Library month-
ly Board meeting (usually held on the fourth 
Thursday each month) for more informa-
tion. Meeting starts at 6 p.m. at the Robbie 
Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Library, located 
at 7335  Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Minecraft Gaming @ McKinley (Teen)
April 30: Like building and creating new 
worlds in Minecraft?  Come to the library at 
3:30 p.m. for Minecraft gaming! Each play-
er will be given their own computer to build 

new creations in either Creative or Survival 
Mode. Players of any level of experience are 
welcome to join. McKinley Library is locat-
ed at 601 Alhambra Blvd.
 

MAy

The 3rd Annual JFK Football and 
Baseball Rib Dinner
May 1:  Starting at 6 p.m. join the JFK foot-
ball team for a dinner, raffle, door priz-
es (must be present to win!) and games, all 
happening in the quad of the football stadi-
um at Kennedy. Ticket prices will be $25 for 
adults and children and students, $15. Chil-
dren 5 and younger are free! All attending 
will need a ticket for entry. Dinner will in-
clude a plate of ribs or chicken, side dishes, a 
roll and desert. Bottled water or can of soda 
is included in the ticket price. There will 
be additional drinks on hand for purchase. 
Contact Head Football Coach Matt Cos-
ta for questions or additional tickets, 508-
7831, or jfk.cougarfootball@gmail.com.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 4 Open House
May 2: Fire Station 4, located at 3145 
Granada Way, will have an open house from 
2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possibly 
mascot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Intergalactic Expo! 
May 2-3: Fans of all ages are welcome at the 
“Intergalactic Expo”. This out-of-this-world 
event, run by local science fictions fans, is a 
community fundraiser and special weekend-
long celebration featuring a Friday night art 
show, a Saturday night cosplay dance and a 
Sunday full-day convention.The expo will 
also offer photo ops with costumed charac-
ters, indoor vendors, outdoor bazaar, cos-
tumed parade, script reading contest, live 
comedy, charity auction, demos, workshops, 
panels, memorabilia exhibits, art exhib-
it, board games, video games, kids’ arts and 
crafts, hands-on activities and more! A per-
centage of ticket sales will go to the Make-
A-Wish Foundation, with the goal of rais-
ing at least $5,000. Additional funds will 
also be allocated for the City of West Sacra-
mento Department of Parks and Recreation 
children’s programs, and other local commu-
nity organizations. The event will be held at 
the West Sacramento Community Center 
and, across the street from it, at the Sacra-
mento City Hall Galleria, 1110 West Cap-
ital Ave, West Sacramento. For ticket and 
event details please go to www.intergalac-
ticexpo.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Cowboy Breakfast Hike and 
Equestrian Ride 
May 2: Come and join the Sacramento Val-
ley Conservancy Staff for the splendor of 
freshly made pancakes, hot off the grill with 
a steaming cup of coffee at the 8th annu-
al Cowboy Breakfast at Deer Creek Hills 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Returning this year is 
local Cowboy Poet, Jeralynn Strong. She’ll 
share her clever poems with guests attend-
ing, reflecting the area of Deer Creek Hills. 
Meet and enjoyed local supporters of Sacra-
mento Valley Conservancy at this working 
cattle ranch, surrounded by  colorful roll-
ing foothills and blooming wildflowers. To 
complete your visit, top off breakfast with 
a docent led hike -or- docent led equestri-
an ride! The Docent led hikes are approxi-
mately 3-5 miles. Hikers of different capaci-
ties are always welcomed and will be divided 
accordingly to best suit your pace! Slower, 
moderate and adventurous paces are offered. 
Docent led Equestrian rides run approxi-
mately 2 1/2 hours exploring the proper-
ty on your horses back, exploring 4,400-
plus acres of this working cattle ranch. No 
horses are provided, riding your own horse 
is required. The ride is through open coun-

try over a variety of terrain, including water 
crossings, ascending and descending hills. 
Most groups are from 10 to 20 people in 
size, and travel at a walking pace. Cost: Free; 
Register online: www.sacramentoval-
leyconservancy.org/calendar.asp
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Music at noon free concert at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church
May 6:  Bring your lunch and enjoy fine mu-
sic. This week there will be music featuring 
Chanteuses Women’s Ensemble; Chris Al-
ford, director. Upcoming concert information 
and “printed” programs can be accessed from  
www.musicatnoon.org. Westminster Presby-
terian Church is located at 1300 N St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free! Riverside Concert Series at 
Camp Pollock
May 7: Come Relax at Camp Pollock! Con-
cert will feature a relaxing musical experience 
on Sacramento’s American River Parkway. 
Concerts start at 6 and continue until 8 p.m. 
Bring your own picnic basket and blanket. 
Bring your leashed dog. Enjoy S’mores compli-
ments of Sierra Service Project! The events are 
hosted by the Sacramento Valley Conservancy. 
For more information, contact  sacramentoval-
leyconservancy.org or call 731-8798. Camp 
Pollock is located at 1501 Northgate Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
The Theodore Judah Community 
Theater presents School House Rock!
May 8-9: The Theodore Judah Communi-
ty Theater presents ‘School House Rock!’ on 
Friday, May 8 at 6 p.m. and Saturday, May 
9 at 3 p.m. at Theodore Judah Elementa-
ry, 3919 McKinley Blvd. Adults are $5, chil-
dren are $2; children age 3 and younger are 
free. Light refreshments are available for 
purchase. Proceeds benefit Theodore Judah 
Arts Program. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 2 Open House
May 9: Fire Station 2, located at 1229 I 
St., will have an open house from 2 to 4 
p.m. Meet firefighters and possibly mas-
cot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Stigma Free 2015 event at the 
Clunie Community Center
May 9: From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. enjoy a Sac-
ramento youth celebration recognizing men-
tal health from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Cl-
unie Community Center at McKinley Park, 
601 Alhambra Blvd. There will be music 
from 102.5 KSFM, spoken word perfor-
mances, a scavenger hunt, selfie station, raf-
fle prizes and more. Presented by Sacramen-
to County’s “Mental Illness: It’s not always 
what you think” project, this event is free to 
the public. To RSVP, email info@stopstig-
masacramento.org and for more informa-
tion, visit www.stopstigmasacramento.org. 
info@stopstigmasacramento.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Music at noon free concert at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church
May 13:  Bring your lunch and enjoy fine 
music. This week there will be music fea-
turing violinist Lubo Velickovic, and pianist 
Dmitriy Cogan. Upcoming concert informa-
tion and “printed” programs can be accessed 
from  www.musicatnoon.org. Westminster 
Presbyterian Church is located at 1300 N St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mission Oaks Computer Club 
meeting 
May 14: The Mission Oaks Computer Club 
will meet from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Mission Oaks 
Community Center, 4701 Gibbons Dr. The 
meeting will include a problem-solving clin-
ic, led by Adam Lacey of Applications, Etc.  
First-time visitors are welcome.  For addition-
al information visit our website at www.mis-
sionoakscomputerclub.org or send an email to 
mocc@missionoakscomputerclub.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Faces and Places: 

BANDALOOP 
performance on 
the side of Sac 
State’s library
photos by STEphEN CROWLEY
stephen@valcomnews.com

BANDALOOP, a pioneering verti-
cal dance group that has performed on 
the sides of buildings, cliffs, and monu-
ments, performed a special perspective-
bending dance presentation on the sides 
– yes, the sides – of the University Li-
brary on Friday, April 10. The group’s 
performance was part of the Universi-
ty’s annual Festival of the Arts. For more 
information about BANDALOOP, visit 
http://bandaloop.org/.



ARDEN PARK HOME
Remodeled 3 bedroom 2 bath is fabulous for entertaining inside 
and out. Gourmet kitchen, Wolf gas range, island with micro/con-
vection oven, skylight and accent lighting and plenty of room for two 
to cook. Big family room w/wet bar, G.E. Monogram wine refrigera-
tor; sparkling pool with 2 patio areas in backyard. $589,900

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

CUSTOM BUILT FAIR OAKS
Wonderful Custom Tudor-like home with large formal living 
room and dining room. Very spacious open kitchen, nook and 
family room. 4 bedrooms (one remote with bath) and 3 full 
baths. 2nd floor bonus room; private yard with pool/spa and 
brick patio. $675,000

PATTY BAETA 806-7761

CURRAGH DOWNS ESTATES
4 bedroom 3 bath home, 3000 square feet, among large, well-
maintained homes in a quiet neighborhood. Borders American 
River Parkway. Spotless home with updated kitchen, lots of 
storage, spacious game room with full bath and access to 
pool. Large backyard deck. $549,500

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495
JERRY KIRRENE 455-1001

LIKE NEW ARDEN PARK
Calling all car buffs! 6-car garage - room for your boat, your 
cars, or extra storage. The house itself is beautiful - rebuilt 
over the past 7 years – 3 bedrooms 3 baths, new electrical, 
new plumbing, new HVAC, new roof. All this on .6 acres, 
beautifully landscaped with roses, natural grasses, and 
redwoods. $539,950

LINDA EISENMAN 838-4338

NORTHRIDGE COUNTRY CLUB
Amazing 5 bedroom 3 bath home backs to Northridge Country 
Club golf course. Remodeled from the studs up. New electric, 
new HVAC, Acacia wood flooring, imperfect smooth walls, 
quartz counters in the kitchen, and imported granite in the 
baths. Drive your cart to the 15th fairway. $499,000

LINDA EISENMAN 838-4338

ADORABLE CARMICHAEL
Tucked away in the hear t of Carmichael. 4 bedrooms, 2½ 
baths, updated kitchen with granite counters, new laminate 
flooring in family room, fresh interior paint, newer HVAC. 
New windows across front of house, kitchen and slider. 
Even a white picket fence! Nice backyard and patio. Move-
in ready! $317,500

PATTI PRIESS 801-0579

FEELS LIKE HOME
Beautiful 2 bedroom 2 bath home with inviting open floor plan. 
Living room fireplace, kitchen pantry closet, ceramic cooktop, 
inside laundry and attached garage. 2008 upgrades include 
roof, HVAC, windows and doors. Easy access to freeways and 
the American River Parkway. $159,000

LINDA WOOD 802-8042

STUNNING GOLD RIVER
Spacious rooms, lots of windows, very open and bright. 3 
bedrooms downstairs, each with its own bath, and private 
master suite with loft (ideal for office). Large open family room 
and kitchen provides great space for gatherings! 4-car garage, 
well landscaped backyard. $699,000

PATTI PRIESS 801-0579

BEAUTIFUL ARDEN BLUFFS
Custom 5 bedroom, 4½ bath home in a gated community 
on Arden Bluffs Lane. Top of the line appliances and granite 
counters. Master suite includes fireplace and sitting area. 
Downstairs has 2 remote guest rooms with private baths, large 
game room and swimming pool just steps away. $995,000

CHERYL NIGHTINGALE 849-1220
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