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Pitch your tent 
at Fairytale Town
N

o need to spend endless hours traveling to a state park or national for-
est; Fairytale Town offers much of the same outdoor retreat, Friday, 
June 25, Saturday, July 24 and Friday, August 6, 5:30 p.m. to 7 a.m. 

The lush gardens and urban forest will ensure you’ll have a five-star camp-
ing experience closer to home. Join the staff this summer for a camping 
trip full of activities and amenities in beautiful Fairytale Town. 

Families can bring their tents, sleeping bags, lanterns, and Fairytale 
Town will provide a night of fun. An overnight stay at Fairytale 
Town includes a scavenger hunt, arts and crafts, and an old fashion 
sing along around the faux camp fire. And the best part, you can 
pitch your tent under their mighty oaks, stately redwood trees, or 
in the shadow of King Arthur’s Castle for an evening. 

Family Camp Outs are a great way to bond as a family, and enjoy 
the great outdoors while closer to home. Camp Out all-inclusive 
fees range from $20 to $30 and includes an evening snack, a light 
breakfast, and activities. Fairytale Town campers will be safe behind 
locked gates for a unique evening experience.

Fairytale Town is located in William Land Park,  3901 Land Park 
Drive, Sacramento. For more information, call (916) 808-7979, e-mail: 
programs@fairytaletown.org  or visit www.fairytaletown.org

W
hether your child is a budding artist or an 
aspiring star, Fairytale Town FunCamps offer 
week-long fun beginning in June.

Fairytale Town’s FunCamps are week-long daytime 
programs geared towards children ages 4 to 12 years 
old. Children can participate in a variety of subject 
areas in visual and hands-on art production, theatre 
and stage for aspiring musicians, singers, actors, and 
a one-of-a-kind program for learning about Fairytale 
Town’s friendly farm animals. 

Fairytale Town offers a set of camps geared towards 
visual and hands-on art production. 
• Once Upon A Puppet - Children will create a new 
puppet each day based on Fairytale Town’s themed play 
sets, while learning the art of puppet storytelling. 
• Comic Art Basics with Mr. Lee - Learn the art of 
comic book storytelling, and develop super characters.
• Art with Andy - Use printmaking techniques, 
beginning drawing and design to create your own 
art portfolio.
• Let’s Make Art - Explore texture, water colors, and 
prints to learn about art and different art techniques.

Let your rising star soar with an introduction to 
theatre and stage for aspiring young actors, musicians, 
and singers. 
• DramaRama - The essentials of theatre art educa-
tion; children learn through a series of games, exercises 
and storytelling experiments. 
• Mr. Sean’s School of Rock - Explore modern 
rock music, its genres and the instruments used in 
their production. 
• Sing-A-Long with Dana - Learn to sing, read 
music, and identify musical notes. 

The most popular FunCamp at Fairytale Town is 
a one-of-a-kind animal husbandry program, where 
youngsters become Junior Farmers for the week. 

• Farmer Brown’s Junior Farmers - Help Farmer 
Brown with his daily chores while learning about 
different breads and types of animals in his barn at 
Fairytale Town. 

Fairytale Town’s summer FunCamps are a 
unique way to expand your children’s minds and 
experiences, while beating summer boredom. For 
a complete description of FunCamps and regis-
tration, visit www.fairytaletown.org/educational-
programs/camps.

Theatre and Stage
Drama Rama: June 14 to 18 and August 16 to 20
Ages 6 to 12; 1 to 4 p.m.; Fee: $100 member/
$135nonmember
Mr. Sean’s School of Rock: June 21 to 25 and 
July 26 to 30; Ages: 6 to 12; 1 to 4 p.m.; Fee:$100 
member/$135 nonmember
Sing-A-Long with Dana: July 12 to 16 and 
August 9 to 13; Ages: 6 to 12; 1 to 4 p.m.; Fee: 
$100 member/$135 nonmember
Visual & Hands-on Art
Once Upon A Puppet: June 28 to July 2 and July 
26 to 30; Ages: 4 to 6; 9 a.m. to noon; Fee: $95 
member/$130 nonmember
Comic Art Basics with Mr. Lee: June 28 to 
July 2; Ages: 6 to Noon; 1 to 4 p.m.; Fee: $95 
members/$130 nonmember
Art with Andy: July 19 to 23; Ages: 4 to 6
 9 a.m. to Noon; Fee: $95 member/$130 non-
member; August 2 to 6; Ages 6-12, 1 to 4 p.m.; 
Fee: $95 member/$130 nonmember
Let’s Make Art: August 2 to 6 and August 9 
to13; Ages: 4 to 6; 9 a.m. to noon; Fee: $95 
member/$130 nonmember

T
he Sacramento Zoo’s Suma-
tran tiger cub, born Thursday, 
March 18, needs a name.  The 

Zoo is requesting the help of the 
community to choose a name fitting 
for this adorable cub.  Her name will 
be announced when she goes out on 
exhibit for the first time in June (date 
will be announced in early June). 
Vote now at saczoo.com

The following list of names 
and their meaning can be voted 
on at saczoo.com.
• Shamrock – Born the day after 
St. Patty’s Day, this little cub is 
sure to be a lucky charm.
• Selamat – It has multiple mean-
ings in Indonesian: congratulations, 
safe and survivor.  The Sumatran 
tiger is an endangered species and 
the birth of this girl is a safeguard 
for the survival of the species.
• Malia – Malia Obama, the 
daughter of President Barack 

Obama, talks to her father weekly 
about what he is doing to save 
her favorite animals, the endan-
gered tigers.
• Jingga – It means orange in 
Indonesian.  The little tiger cub 
already has a full coat of orange 
and black striped fur. Did you 
know that no two tigers have an 
identical stripe pattern?
• Lina – for Lina Fat, the matriarch 
of the Fat family in Sacramento, 
whose philanthropy has greatly 
served the Sacramento community.

The Sacramento Zoo is located near 
the corner of Land Park Drive and 
Sutterville Road in William Land 
Park, Sacramento. Open daily from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., general admission 
is $11; children ages 3 to12 are $7 
and two and under are admitted 
free. Parking is free throughout the 
park. For information, call (916) 
808-5888 or visit saczoo.com.

Sumatran tiger cub 
needs a name!

Registration now open for 
FunCamps at Fairytale TowN
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D
eborah Underwood once heard that 
people who write for children re-
ally love kids or actually are kids. “I 

fall into the latter category,” she quips. 
“Mentally, I’m a pretty intelligent six-
year old. It’s never hard for me to tap 
into those childlike emotions and feel-
ings.” For Underwood, there is not a 
huge separation between childhood and 
adulthood, and she thinks many people 
feel the same way. “Even though people 
act grown-up, walking around in their 
grown-up worlds, if you ask them about 
something hurtful that happened to them 
as a child, it’s pretty close to the surface 
for most of us.”

Underwood’s first three picture books 
were released this year: A Balloon for Isabel, 
Granny Gomez and Jigsaw and The Quiet 
Book. A Balloon for Isabel focuses on the 
single-mindedness with which children 
yearn for things. Underwood likes to 
give her characters big problems, and 
what could be bigger than a porcupine 
who desperately wants a balloon? Un-
derwood captures Isabel’s naked longing 
and frustration, and at the same time 
gives her the determination and creativ-
ity to come up with an alternate solution. 
A self-described introvert, Underwood 
admires Isabel’s pluck. “She is not going 
to accept the status quo,” Underwood 
says. “She does everything she can to get 
stuff changed.”

Although Underwood sees herself as a 
coward, she’s actually more like her char-
acter Isabel in a quiet, understated way, 
trying to affect change with her books. 
“I hope that what I care about comes 
through in my writing,” she says. Her 
devotion to animals and their protection 
planted the seed for Granny Gomez and 
Jigsaw. “Jigsaw was inspired by Babe, my 

adopted pig who lived at Farm Sanctuary 
for many years,” Underwood writes at 
Our Hen House, an animal rights blog. 
“Because of her, I learned that pigs form 
very close friendships.” 

The Quiet Book began during a classical 
guitar concert. “There were several kinds 
of quiet back to back,” Underwood says. 
“First since [the concert] was in a church, 
the audience was hushed as it chatted be-
fore the concert. Then the guitarist walked 
out to applause, then there’s this polite 
silence while he tunes the guitar…And 
then there’s this magical expectant silence 
just in those couple seconds right before 
he starts playing and you can tell he’s 
very focused…There’s was something 
so magical about that silence that I won-
dered what other kinds of silences there 
might be.”

Underwood began writing soon after 
college and sold a piece to Glamour 
magazine for $1,000. “That was four 
times my rent!” she says, and she de-
cided writing was easy and profitable. 
“I was traveling when the article came 
out. Every time I saw Glamour in an 
airport I’d look and see if my article 
was really in it. I thought maybe [the 
editors] had sent me some sort of 
mock-up!” She pitched many, many 
more articles to Glamour without 
success and eventually gave up. “I 
received [editorial] comments, but 
I didn’t recognize encouragement. 
I wasn’t schooled enough in the 
whole world of writing.” For awhile, 
Underwood dabbled in greeting 
cards, puzzles and screenplays, but 
when she was laid off from her day 
job, she decided to give writing 

another try and attacked it with 
the passion of one with a strong 
financial motive. She describes her 
regimented approach as picture 
book boot camp. “Every week I 
read ten picture books,” she says. 
She created a spreadsheet listing a 
summary of each book, the number 
of pages, the author, the illustrator 
and comments. She read books 
about children’s writing and studied 
picture books as an art form.

Nonfiction titles, such as Ani-
mal Secrets and Safari Adventure, 
were among Underwood’s early 
published work, but she has also 
published an easy reader (Pirate 
Mom) and a series of chapter books 
(Sugar Plum Ballerinas), which she 
writes with Whoopi Goldberg. 
“Each book centers on a differ-
ent character,” Underwood says, “so it 
shakes things up.” The first draft is the 
most difficult part of the writing process 
for Underwood and she forces herself to 
face the blank computer screen and start 
typing. Borrowing from her picture book 
boot camp structure, her goal in chapter 
book boot camp is two hours or 1,000 
words, whichever comes first.

According to Underwood, “Writing…
is either the best or worst career in the 
world for a control freak like me. There 
are so many things you have no control 
over: whether or not a manuscript will 
sell, who the illustrator will be, whether 
or not the publisher will promote your 
book, whether people will buy the book 

after it’s out. But instead of driving me 
crazy--which was a strong possibility--this 
job is slowly teaching me to focus on what 
I’m writing at the moment, because that’s 
the only thing I actually can control…It’s 
easy to forget that the ultimate goal of 
[writing children’s books] is that there is 
some child somewhere actually reading 
it…I don’t think there’s any kind of writ-
ing that’s more important.”

 Next month:  Dan Yaccarino

Patricia Newman is the author of Jingle the 
Brass (Farrar, Straus & Giroux). Her newest 
book, Nugget on the Flight Deck (Walker), is 
now available. Visit her website at www.patri-
ciamnewman.com to watch the trailer.

MORE ABOUT 
DEBoRAh unDERWooD
how to Contact DEBoRAh unDERWooD

Website:  http://deborahunderwoodbooks.com

SElECTionS FRoM DEBoRAh 
unDERWooD’S liBRARY

 
Granny Gomez and Jigsaw, Disney Hyperion, 2010.

The Quiet Book, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010.
A Balloon for Isabel, Greenwillow Books, 2010.

Sugar Plum Ballerinas Series: Perfectly Prima with Whoopi Goldberg, 
Hyperion, 2010.

Nat Love, Lerner, 2008.
World of Music: Australia, Hawaii & the Pacific, Heinemann, 2008.

Safari Adventure, Raintree, 2008.
Animal Secrets, Raintree, 2008.

Staging a Play, Lerner, 2007.
Has A Cow Saved Your Life?, Raintree, 2007.

Pirate Mom, Random House, 2006.

upcoming
The Loud Book, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, April 2011.

Part-Time Princess, Disney Hyperion, 2012.

Who Wrote That?
The Creators of Your Child’s Favorite Books
Featuring Deborah Underwood By Patricia M. Newman
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Summertime Birding!

S
ummer’s here! Time to go outside and enjoy nature! Whether you are alone or with friends 
and family, enjoying the outdoors with birds is always a lot of fun! Here’s a list of birds 
that you might be able to find outside your own home! Look carefully; words can appear 

vertically, horizontally, diagonally, backwards and upside-down. Have a great summer!

H T Z B V D F G K B W O L L A W S

F U J H U N L W O K W R T Y D W A

A L M Q C M A X Q L U H A J A N N

L K A M H H M C U R Z J M N G B D

C V R T I O I G A T E A G L E K P

O B T X C N N K I U N B Q C L O I

N M I N K B G O L M V J K A H N P

T J N I A T O B L U E B I R D V E

N Q R B D C O R I O L E L D B C R

A K X O E U R M G R H C N I F O G

S B W R E N T O T J D E H N T N T

A T H Z D V O L W B U Z Z A R D V

E L G N L A R K J H G D N L J O Q

H N E V A R O L M T V U L T U R E

P V W A R B L E R Q W O R R A P S

Bluebird
Blue Jay
Buzzard
Cardinal
Chickadee
Condor
Crow
Eagle
Falcon

Finch
Flamingo

Hawk
Hummingbird

Lark
Martin
Oriole
Owl

Pheasant

Quail
Raven
Robin

Sandpiper
Sparrow
Swallow

Swan
Vulture
Warbler

Doggy Dash & 
Bark at the Park 
Festival

J
oin the Sacramento SPCA for the 17th Annual Doggy Dash and 
Bark at the Park Festival, Saturday, June 5, where an estimated 
4,000 animal enthusiasts will gather both with and without 

their canine companions to raise funds for animals sheltered at the 
Sacramento SPCA.   The event will be held at William Land Park, 
Village Green area. Come for the fun run/walk, but make sure to 
stay for the SPCA’s Bark at the Park Festival, where you can enter 
your canine pal in the Pup Show, high-flying disc contest, or the 
ever-popular pug races! Enjoy the Camp Kindness KidZone, watch 
canine demonstrations, visit with pet-friendly businesses, learn about 
Sacramento-area animal rescue organizations, or just have lunch 
while watching all the action.  Don’t miss your chance to meet Pabst, 
winner of the 2009 World’s Ugliest Dog Competition and holder 
of the Sacramento SPCA’s 2009 Best Smile title.

Registration opens ......................................................... 7:30 a.m.
Festivities begin ............................................................. 8:00 a.m.
2k walk .......................................................................... 9:00 a.m.
5k run ........................................................................... 9:10 a.m.
5k walk .......................................................................... 9:10 a.m.
Festival continues until approximately ................................1 p.m.

Whether you choose to bring a canine companion or invite a two-
legged friend, mark your calendar for Doggy Dash and the Bark at 
the Park Festival. Register as a solo participant, start a team or join 
an existing team. Registration fees start at $25 per person.  

Visit www.sspca.org and register today.  For questions about 
Doggy Dash, call (916) 383-7387, ext. 9102.

Going Batty 
in Old Sac

C
ome down to the Trailmix.Net Old Sac-
ramento Store on Saturday, June 26, at 
1 p.m. for a very special presentation by 

NorCalBats (http://www.norcalbats.org).
NorCalBats is dedicated to the rescue, re-

habilitation, and release of bats throughout 
Northern California. In this workshop you will 
learn about bats, look at live bats, clear up some 
common bat myths, learn about bat rescue/re-
habilitation, and find some special places in the 

Sacramento region where parents and families 
can observe bats in the wild.

Advanced reservation is not required, but it 
is appreciated it if call to let the staff know you 
are coming. Either call the Trailmix.Net Old 
Sacramento Store at (916) 498-9090 or use 
facebook page: http://facebook.trailmix.net .  
Trailmix.Net Old Sacramento Store is located 
at 116B I Street, right across the street from 
the California State Railroad Museum.

About the Trailmix.Net Workshop Series: Trailm-
ix.Net (online and in Old Sacramento) blends 
education and outdoor adventure. Their workshop 
series are designed to help parents create learning 
expeditions that tap into the educational potential 
of backyards, state parks, national parks, and other 
public lands.
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Make it  
yourself!

Crafts courtesy of: www.Activity Village.co.uk - Keeping Kids Busy

King Dad Crown
T

his “King Dad Crown” 
is a fun way for the kids 
to spoil their Dad on 

Father’s Day - and they’ll 
enjoy making it, too!

You will need:
Strip of Gold card big 

enough to go around Dad’s 
head,  Embellishments – in-
cluding sticky letters , Glue , 
Stapler or sticky tape

You will need to:
Cut your strip of card into 
a crown shape

Use stickers to add the words ‘King Dad’
Decorate the crown and staple or tape the ends together to secure

Father’s Day Photo Frame 
You will need:
Poster board/thick colored paper 
(heavier than construction paper)
Stickers, ribbons, stars, glitter, and 
any other embellishments that you 
have
Glue
3 Photographs

What you need to do:
Draw two D’s and an A shape onto the poster board/thick colored paper, 

and cut out. Use a small pair of scissors to cut out the inside of the letters 
(younger children will need adult help or supervision).

Decorate your letters with stickers, gems, ribbons, sequins, pompoms or 
anything else from your craft box.

Glue a photo to the back of each letter so that it fills the opening. Trim 
any overhanging bits of photo away.

Layer the letters so they overlap slightly, spelling out the word “Dad”, 
and glue together.

You could also laminate the photo frame to make it last, or enclose it 
within a larger frame.

Shirt and Tie Card
You will need:
Sheet of A4 card 
Small piece of brightly colored 
card
Scraps of colored paper
Glue

You will need to:
Fold the card in half, to make 

your ‘card’.
With the fold on your left, cut 

a slit about 1-inch long down the 
middle of the card.

Fold the top edge of the card over 
on the diagonal, from the center 
cut to the top corners, to make the 
collar.

Cut a tie shape from the bright card and decorate it with scraps of col-
ored-paper. Then glue your tie to the center of your card. If necessary, add 
a bit of glue to keep the collar in position.

Special socks for Dad

E
very year, fathers around the 
world get given gifts of socks. 
Why not stand out from the 

crowd? With a little bit of imagina-
tion, kids can make this year’s Dad 
Socks extra special!

You will need:
Socks (not ribbed)
3D fabric paint (the kind that you 
squeeze out) in a variety of colors

You will need to:
Let your imagination go wild! 
Bear in mind that your painted 

socks might not be the most comfort-
able socks that Dad will own, but he 
will love them! He’ll probably prefer 
to wear them around the house in the 
evenings to keep his feet warm!
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By Connie Goldsmith

W
hat a thrill for a child to discover the joy 
of reading an entire book alone. Some of 
today’s best writing is found in novels aimed 

at independent younger readers. If your child isn’t 
quite up to the task, the stories are ideal for family 
read-aloud time. These books all include illustra-
tions, a growing trend in children’s novels.

“News for Dogs,” by Lois Duncan. (Scholastic). 
Sequel to the popular book and movie, “Hotel for 
Dogs,” sibs Andi and Bruce whip up a new batch 
of canine capers. Bruce must earn money to pay 
for the Irish setter he rescued from bad-guy Jerry. 
Andi has the perfect idea – start a newspaper for 
dogs! Filled with poems, articles, and photos of 
neighborhood dogs, the paper is a hit with locals. 
But the dogs and their owners catch the attention 
of Jerry and his cousin. The boys decide there’s big 
profit in dog napping. Can Andi and Bruce find 
the criminals and bring the dogs safely home? They 
can with the help of Aunt Alice, a retired private 
eye. Not too scary and not too mysterious, this 
fast-paced story is sure to captivate the dog lovers 
in your family.

“43 Old Cemetery Road: Dying to Meet You,”  by 
Kate Klise, illustrated by M. Sarah Klise. (Har-
court). This story, told through a campy collection 
of letters, maps, newspaper clippings, and draw-
ings, will hold the attention of reluctant readers. 
Former best-selling children’s author I.B. Grumply 
rents a Victorian mansion for the summer so he can 
finish the 13th book in his “Ghost Tamer” series. 
Instead of the quiet he seeks, he finds 11-year-old 
Seymour who’s been abandoned by his parents, 
and ghost Olive C. Spence who lives in the cu-
pola. I.B., Seymour, and Olive communicate only 
through letters. I.B. begins as a dried-up husk of 
a man – as grumpy as his name – but he learns to 

love again. In this quick read, the trio write a best-
selling book, buy the house which is scheduled for 
demolition, and establish themselves as the family 
they each long for.

“The Dreamer,” by Pam Muñoz Ryan, draw-
ings by Peter Sís. (Scholastic). This may be 
the most beautiful novel of the year. From 
the stunning cover to the elegant drawings 
inside, readers are enticed into the fictional-
ized life of Chilean poet, Pablo Neruda. It 
starts with a timid boy verbally brutalized by 
his domineering father, and follows the child 
as he grows into a young man who gains fame 
with his evocative poetry. Vivid details lace 
the narrative as we follow the flowering of 
Neruda’s towering talent, which ultimately 
landed him the Nobel Prize for Literature. Sís’ 
symbolic drawings add to the story, such as 
that accompanying the question: “Is fire born 
of words? Or are words born of fire?” in which 
a phoenix formed of tiny words emerges from 
flames. A selection of Neruda’s poetry rounds 
out this book that’s likely to be a Newbury 
nominee.  **

“The Boy Who Climbed Into the Moon,” by David Al-
mond, illustrated by Polly Dunbar. (Candlewick). 
vBe prepared to suspend disbelief as you embark 
on this quirky adventure. Paul is very shy, perhaps 
because of his “unusual ideas.” For example, he 
believes the moon is actually a hole cut into the sky. 
He skips school one morning to wander the halls 
of his urban high-rise and meets Molly, maybe the 
one person in the building with ideas stranger than 
his. With the help of family, friends, neighbors, and 
a really tall ladder, Paul climbs through the moon 
into a very weird world of lost pilots, balloonists, 
pterodactyls, comets, and Fortuna, a circus girl 
shot out of a cannon into the moon some years 
past. The spectacular full-color art, often stretching 
over two pages, is a wonder to behold.

“Nathaniel Fludd, Beastologist. The Basilisk’s Lair” 
by R. L. LaFevers, illustrated by Kelly Murphy. 
(Houghton Mifflin). Ten-year-old Nathaniel Fludd is 
heir to a long dynasty of Fludds that search out and 
protect rare beasts of the world. It’s 1930, and Nate’s 
parents are presumed lost at sea. He lives with his 
adventurous Aunt Phil. In this second book of what’s 
turning out to be a charming series, Nate and Aunt 
Phil are in hot pursuit of a missing, deadly basilisk, a 
poisonous serpent so deadly that even its gaze can kill. 
A little fantasy, a bit of adventure, a dose of history, 
all combine to make a most enjoyable and satisfying 
story. The drawings of the story’s exotic settings 
add additional appeal. Once the captured basilisk is 
returned to its den, Nate and Aunt Phil take off to 
follow a clue that may lead to the discovery of Nate’s 
missing parents. 

** Reviewer’s pick of the month
Connie Goldsmith lives in Carmichael where she writes 
for adults and children. Her latest nonfiction juvenile 
books, “Cutting Edge Medicine,” “Meningitis,” and “Su-
perbugs Strike Back: when antibiotics fail,” can be found in 
school and public libraries, and at online booksellers.

The Book Report

Novels for Younger Readers
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Sacramento Fire 
Station Open 
House Schedule

T
he Sacramento Fire Department is hosting “Fire Station Open 
Houses” through September. Everyone is invited to come  out 
and visit with your Firefighters, learn about the job they do, 

see some of the equipment they use, and how you can prevent fires 
and keep your family safe! All Open Houses will take place from 2 
to 5 p.m. The dates and Station locations are:

 
 June 5, Station #11    -  785 Florin Road
 June 12, Station #57  -  7927 East Parkway
 June 19,  Station #5   -  731 Broadway
 June 26, Station #10  -  5642 66th Street
 July 10, Station  #6    -  3301 Martin Luther King Boulevard
 July 17, Station #16   -  7363 24th Street
 July 24, Station #17   -  1311 Bell Avenue
 July 31, Station #18   -  746 North Market Boulevard
 August 7,  Station #60   -  3301 Julliard Drive
 August 14, Station #20  -  2512 Rio Linda Boulevard
 August 21, Station #4    -  3145 Granada Way
 August 28, Station #19  -  1700 Challenge Way
 September 18, Station #8  -  5990 H Street
 September 25, Station #56  -  3720 47th Avenue

Annual Fiddletown 
Flea promises to 
be a major outing

T
he Fiddletown Community Center will be holding the Fiddle-
town Flea on Saturday, June 19, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. This is 
a giant community yard sale held in the park on the main street 

in Fiddletown and many private residences in the surrounding area. 
Maps will be available to guide attendees to the multiple venues. Food 
and beverages will be available for purchase. Vendors welcome. For 
directions or any other questions, call (209) 296-0918.

Black Bart Returns!

S
utter Creek’s 4th Annual Black Bart Hold-Up Day, Saturday, 
June 19,10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,  will take you back 127 years, to the 
last successful stage coach robbery by the infamous highway-

man. There’s fun for the whole family! Historic re-enactments of 
Black Bart’s Stage Coach Robbery and a Wild West Show will take 
place at various times during the day on Main Street. Learn about 
gold fever, and try your luck panning for gold. Period costumes are 
encouraged; there will be a costume contest for the Best Male, Best 
Female, and Best Child costume. Finish the day at a Street Dance on 
historic Main Street from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. featuring the rock band 
Out of the Blue. Sponsored by the Sutter Creek Business and Profes-
sional Association. For more information, visit www.suttercreek.org 
or call (800) 400-0305.
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By Carmel L. Mooney

S
ummer is almost here and families are 
starting to mark their calendars with 
trips, outings, vacations, and getaways. 

It’s time again to buy a new bathing suit and 
get the sunblock and visor ready.

Sacramento is a great place from which 
to take many day-cations, and one-tank get-
aways and with all that goes on right in the 
Sacramento area, there’s plenty to do here. 
With a little planning and ingenuity you 
might just feel like you skipped town for the 
day, even if you stay in the Metro area.

But should you want to skip town for a day-
cation, SuperShuttle’s Gateway Express Shuttle 
has just launched a terrific new way to travel 
from Sacramento to Napa or Tahoe. This ex-
cellent stress free mode of transportation offers 
daily scheduled service between Sacramento 
International Airport and locations throughout 
Napa and South Lake Tahoe. With Napa’s new 
waterfront and fantastic dining and shopping 
options, it’s a no-brainer. Both routes are served 
by a 22-passenger bus.

No place is more beautiful for a day trip 
or a few nights away than Lake Tahoe. With 
the SuperShuttle, families can go for the day 
to escape the heat and play at the beach. 
Or mom and dad can enjoy the luxurious 
appeal of not driving and the whole clan 
can getaway to Tahoe on the shuttle for a 
few nights of lake fun, golfing, kayaking, 
casino fun for mom and dad, and to take in 
the many festivals and events this summer 
in Tahoe. Conveniently the shuttle stops 
at Lakeside Inn and Casino and MontBleu 
Resort and Casino & Spa which both are 
excellent family friendly properties. 

Lakeside Inn has a 1-mile scenic hike to 
beach access, small-property feel and fam-
ily- friendly dining. MontBleu boasts world 
class dining, an award winning steak house, 
full service spa and salon, nightclubs, a la-
goon style pool, and much more.

Also a wonderful program in Tahoe 
called Parents’ Night Out allows visitors to 
have a night out without the kids for only 
$10. With all of Tahoe’s award winning 
dining, this is a winning combination for 
parents to get that much needed date night 
alone at an amazingly low cost.

Parents’ Night Out is a child program 
designed to allow parents to have a night 
out without the kids. Activities include: 
movies, games, Bible stories, songs, crafts, 
and a snack. All children ages birth-12 are 
welcome! The cost of PNO is $10 per child 
for the evening with a maximum of $20 
per family.

Parents’ Night Out is held the first Friday 
night of the month from August to May. 
PNO is also held weekly on Friday nights 
in June and July. PNO begins at 6 p.m. and 
ends at 10 p.m. (Note: The August Parents’ 
Night Out is over at 9 p.m.)

Closer to home is the timeless favorite 
of rafting the American River. For over 
30 years, Sacramento area residents have 

enjoyed American River Rafting and no 
company does it better than American River 
Raft Rentals. Just a few miles east of down-
town Sacramento this self-guided company 
offers the best in self-guided Class II rafting. 
When the temperature approaches triple 
digits, stay cool on the river. Just remem-
ber to pack to a cooler with a picnic and 
water squirting toys. It’s a cheap, easy way 
to enjoy the beautiful river that meanders 
through our capital city area.

If something educational and captivat-
ing is in order, then stay inside a nice cool 
air-conditioned building to enjoy Bodies 
Revealed. In its return engagement, the 
groundbreaking and provocative exhibit is 
back in Sacramento with an all-new exhibi-
tion which began in late April. This limited 
engagement is located at 2040 Alta Arden 
Way (Alta Arden at Arden Way; across 
from Arden Fair Mall).  The exhibition’s 
much anticipated return to the West Coast 
follows a two-year absence where visitors 
explored and learned about the human 
body.  The exhibition has been seen by 
more than 15 million visitors worldwide. 
It features more than 200 specimens never 
before seen in California.  

The return of Bodies Revealed to Sac-
ramento marks one of the few times the 
exhibition has ever revisited a host city.  
Hundreds of Northern California area 
schools attended the exhibition as an 
educational field trip supported by special 
classroom curriculum designed for teachers 
to continue the important discussion about 
the human body and health awareness.  Also 
among its many visitors, medical students 
and practitioners, art students and other 
related professions attended the exhibition 
for its fascinating combination of scientific 
and artistic education.

“Northern Californians have embraced 
this remarkable exhibition and we are 
thrilled to meet the demand for its return,” 
stated Dr. Roy Glover, Chief Medical 
Director for Bodies Revealed.  “It is more 
powerful and memorable than ever before 
with the new specimens and a unique 
design.  In a region so well known for its 
medical excellence and passionate outdoor, 
active lifestyles, this is sure to enlighten, 
empower, fascinate and inspire.”

“Based on the success of the first Sacramen-
to run, we are very excited to see this expanded 
Bodies Revealed exhibit return to our city,” 
said Steve Hammond, President and CEO 
of the Sacramento Convention & Visitors 
Bureau (SCVB).  “Not only does it give our 
residents the opportunity to see a world-class 
traveling exhibit, it provides the SCVB with 
a strong attraction that will help us to draw 
additional visitors to this community.”

Another fun and educational option is 
The Sacramento History Museum. Re-
cently renovated with some exciting and 
spectacular new changes, it’s a “must visit” 
this summer with its hands on exhibits and 
activities and impressive new additions. 

Beginning on Saturday, July 10, the 
Historic Old Sacramento Foundation 
(HOSF) will unveil guided tours of Old 
Sacramento’s underground and hollow 
sidewalks. The tours will be offered hourly 
on Thursdays through Sundays from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. (the last tour departs at 5 
p.m.). Tours will last approximately 45 
minutes and cost $15 for adults and $10 
for youths. Private groups will be able to 
book weekday and evening tours. The tours 
will be high quality presentations utilizing 
extensive original historic research. 

Visitors to the Old Sacramento Under-
ground will have new eyes with which to see 
the district and understand the city’s history 
after they view the disappearing windows and 
doors, dipping alleyways, exposed retaining 
walls, and walk into underground hollow 
sidewalks and tour under historic structures. 

Most important of all, they will learn 
about Sacramento’s unique historical iden-
tity as the only city in the California to raise 
its streets, and one of only a handful to do 
so in the entire nation.

Another “must plan” for the summer cal-
endar and a great idea for summer fun and 
staying cool is to take in a show at the Es-
quire IMAX theater. A line-up of fabulous 
films for summer is on its way including the 
mind boggling and phenomenal HUBBLE 
3D running throughout the summer.

Fountains Free Summer Entertainment Se-
ries in Roseville at the Fountains offers concerts 
three nights a week beginning June 4. And 
Fountains will host a free family entertainment 
series. Wednesday and Saturday nights will 
include concerts of all genres including rock 
, reggae, and country with free dance lessons 
and exhibitions on Friday nights.  

Also don’t forget the State Fair. This year 
the state fair will be bringing back one of 
the most popular exhibit producers of recent 
years, Stage Nine Entertainment. This year 
the folks who brought you “Toytopia,” “It’s 
a Candy Nation,” and “Going Hollywood” 

return this year with “Get Animated.” It’s 
the first time that all the major animation 
studios have come together in one educa-
tional and entertaining exhibit.

One great way to escape the heat and 
escape into another world for a couple of 
hours is to see a play at the Sutter Street 
Theater in the heart of historic Folsom’s 
downtown district. All of this theater’s 
productions are top notch, excellent, enter-
taining and the theater has earned countless 
top awards. They are refreshingly dedicated 
to families and children, so check out their 
acting workshops and instruction, too. 
Robin Hood is coming in June and they 
have a terrific line up of shows throughout 
summer and fall, in the works.

Before or after the show, stop by the Fol-
som Zoo and take the train. And if you’re 
really adventurous, stop by Folsom Lake 
for a picnic or outing as well.

There is so much in our own backyard 
in the Sacramento area, or just a gas tank 
away, so get out the red pen and the calen-
dar and start plotting your summer course 
of fun today.

Visual Arts!  Workshop intensives are 
also available for students. 

       
www.sutterstreettheater.com
www.folsom.ca.us/depts/parks_n_recreation/zoo/
www.montbleuresort.com/
www.bodiessacramento.com
www.fountainsroseville.com
www.stagenine.com
www.bigfun.org
www.sachistorymuseum.org
www.raftrentals.com/
www.tahoeministries.com/PNOMO.php
www.lakesideinn.com/

Carmel L. Mooney is a 4th generation Cali-
fornian who loves to travel with her family. 
You can hear her talk about travel, dining, 
and entertainment on KJAY 1430 AM in 
Sacramento on Sunday afternoons.

Summer Day-cations, Stay-cations and Creative Heat-Busters 
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Creative Cave Painting, 
June 5 and 6, 12:30 to 4 
p.m. Release your inner cave-
man at the Discovery Museum 
Science & Space Center.  View 
our Gee Whiz Geology exhibit 
and learn about animals that 
lived with early man, such as 
the mammoth, crocodile and 
saber-toothed cat.  Every child 
has an opportunity to design a 
“cave painting” on a personal 
sized piece of sandstone.  This 
would make a great Father’s 
Day gift! 

Ancient Oceans, June 12 and 
13, 12:30 to 4 p.m. Planning 
on taking a trip to the beach 
this summer?  Visit the Dis-
covery Museum Science and 
Space Center this weekend 
to learn about oceans dur-
ing the Paleozoic era (before 
dinosaurs  ex is ted) .   Chi l -
dren explore this ecosystem 
while working on a coloring 
sheet. Every child, 12 and un-
der, takes home a small replica 
fossil as a souvenir.

Woolly Wonders, June 19 
and 20, 12:30 to 4 p.m. Visit 
the Discovery Museum to 
learn about an animal that may 
be in – or under --your own 
backyard. Woolly Mammoth 
fossils have been discovered 
in the Elk Grove area, proving 
the species once resided right 
here in the Sacramento Valley. 
Learn about this colossal crea-

ture in our Gee Whiz Geol-
ogy exhibit. Back by popular 
demand, Max, our life-size 
baby woolly mammoth replica 
is on display. Add yarn to his 
coat and make him woollier 
then ever!  Children make a 
paper mammoth banner to 
take home.

Fourth of July Fun, June 26 
and 27, 12:30 to 4 p.m. Get 
ready for the Fourth of July 
with a patriotic star-spangled 
waver.  This is always a popu-
lar activity for kids to con-
struct. Admission includes the 
Gee Whiz Geology exhibit, 
Creature Feature programs 
and Planetarium shows (ages 
4 and above only). Bring a 
picnic lunch too!

Challenger Learning Center 
Community Missions
June 11  – Comet Halley
July 9     – Voyage to Mars        
Time: Doors Open  at 5:30 
p.m.  (Team selection on a 
first come, first served basis)
Launch Time  is 6 p.m. –– 
Landing Time  is 8:30 p.m.
Age: 9 to 109 years old!

NOTE - Each 9 and 10 year 
old child must be accompa-
nied by an adult teammate.

Al l  people  ages  17 and 
younger must have an adult 
chaperone onsite. Missions are 
held at the Discovery Museum 
Science & Space Center and 
reservations are required. Call 
(916) 575-3942 to pay by 
credit card or visit the mu-
seum to pay by cash or check. 
The cost is $15 for members 
and $20 for non-members.

The Discovery Museum Science & 
Space Center is located at 3615 Au-
burn Boulevard,  Sacramento. Mu-
seum admission is $6 adults (18+), 
$5 seniors (60+), $5 teens (13-17), 
$4 children (4-12), $0 children (3 
and under). Above activities are 
appropriate for 4 to 12 years old. For 
more information, call  (916) 808-
3942 or visit  www.thediscovery.org 

 

www.activityvillage.co.uk

Discovery Museum 
events

Call Marc
for ad rates

(�1�) ���-��01
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Wild Kingdom comes 
to Effie Yeaw

T
hings are about to get wild at Effie Yeaw Nature Center. 
Peter Gros, co-host of the original Mutual of  Omaha’s Wild 
Kingdom, along with some of his animal friends will stop by 

Monday, June 7, to do two appearances from 8:45 to 9:15 a.m. 
and 9:30 to 10 a.m.

Gros will talk with those in attendance about what they can do 
to protect the natural world and the animals that share it with us. 
A serval, python, civet, ocelot, ring-tail lemur, fennec fox and a few 
creepy crawly creatures will help him deliver his message. 

Live animals from the Nature Center and some fascinating natural 
history biofacts will also be on display. Tickets for this event are $2.50 
per person. For more information, call (916) 489-4918.

For more information about Mutual of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom, visit 
wildkingdom.com and for more information on Peter Gros, visit http://
www.wildkingdom.com/nostalgia/gros_bio.html

J
oin the fun at the Ar-
cade Library, Thurs-
day, June 17, at 3 p.m., 

with “Soak Up Stories,” 
with Bosco the Magician. 
This program is best suited 
for children ages 5 to 12. 
Arcade Library is located 
at 2443 Marconi Avenue, 
Sacramento. Call (916) 
264-2920 or visit saclibrary.
org for more information. 

Meet Bosco the Magician
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Choices Charter School is a tuition-free,
public school providing students with

individualized learning, small group and
hybrid classes for grades 7-12.

Looking for a high quality public school for your child?
CHOICES CHARTER SCHOOL IS NOW ENROLLING!

AT CHOICES CHARTER SCHOOL:
•  We offer advanced courses for college and career preparation
•  We build character and confidence
•  We provide tutoring daily at no cost
•  We are a Modified Home School - Independent Study program

For more information, call 916-979-8378 or visit www.choicescharterschool.com

By BENN HODAPP
California Kids! Writer
benn@valcomnews.com

W
hen Copeland’s Sports went 
out of business, the sprawl-
ing 21,300 square foot lot at 

6404 Fair Oaks Boulevard sat idle 
for years, just waiting for an op-
portunity to re-open its doors. But 
finding a suitable establishment can 
be difficult for such a large locale. 
For over three years, it lay dormant 
until Patrick O’Donnell and associ-
ates decided to take a chance on 
the site in the form of Fliptastic! 
Gymnastics, Dance and Cheer.

In August of 2008, O’Donnell, 
the primary owner of the facility, 
began the process of drawing out 
the plans for what he wanted it to 
look like and how it would func-
tion on the inside. With truckloads 
of equipment coming in, the 20 or 
so workers were consistently busy 
making the vision a reality.

The huge site may not have 
been great for the ice cream 
shops and burger joints of the 
world, but O’Donnell found the 
building most conducive to his 
needs. Add in the fact that the 
shopping center was ecstatic to 
fill the lot, and you have an ideal 
situation for all involved.

Fliptastic! quietly opened its 
doors on January 11, 2010, 
17 months after the idea was 
hatched. But it didn’t stay quiet 
for long.

Just three months into its stay 
in Carmichael, the facility boasts 
an impressive 722 students tak-
ing part in all manner of cur-
riculums.

“We’re off to a great start,” 
O’Donnell said. “The com-
munity was looking forward to 
this. We didn’t advertise like we 
should have, but due to great 
word of mouth from the com-
munity it’s been great.”

The grand opening took 
place on February 27, which 
O’Donnell admitted was the only 
time he advertised his location. 

The layout
When you walk inside the 

building, it is hard not to be a 
little bit overwhelmed by all the 
chaotic routines unfolding be-
fore you. Trampolines, backflips, 
uneven bars, balance beams, 
painted murals and more color-
ful contraptions than you can 
imagine immediately jump out 
and grab your attention.

There are sectioned-off areas 
for the different disciplines be-
ing taught by the 23 different 
instructors. There is an area for 
babies as young as 12 weeks old 
to work on their coordination; an 
area for kids up to age five to play 
and learn; and the rest of the main 
room is where the big kids go to 
study and practice physical feats 
most of us will never achieve.

The facility also has two rooms 
set aside for dance classes, com-

plete with floor-to-ceiling mir-
rors. Next to the dance rooms 
is a break room/party room that 
is used to host birthday parties. 
O’Donnell said that there were 
12 parties at Fliptastic! just in 
the last week.

One of the most unique as-
pects of the building is the 20-
by-16-foot foam pit that acts as 
a soft landing spot for gymnasts 
and cheerleaders to practice their 
aerial acrobatics. The pit, which 
is filled with 9,000 foam cubes, is 
the only such pit in the area. 

Classes offered 
The most popular discipline 

as of right now is gymnastics, 
but that isn’t all that the facility 
has to offer. There are a number 
of dance classes, cheerleading, 
tumbling and trampoline classes 
as well. Before long, O’Donnell 
hopes to bring karate and yoga 
in as well to make the building 
even more versatile.

There is a lifetime member-
ship fee of 45 dollars and classes 

range from $45-$60 per month 
for as long as the child chooses 
to continue. There is also a VIP 
program for children who take 
three or more different classes. 
The program offers discounts 
so as to not burden the families 
financially.

You can also have a birthday 
party there, which has been a 
very successful aspect since the 
January opening.

Although one might think that 
a place that offers gymnastics, 
cheerleading andt dance instruc-
tion would be a boy-free zone, 
such is not the case. O’Donnell 
explained that the beginner 
tumbling class is predominantly 
boys. The break dancing and hip-
hop dancing classes are popular 
with the young male population 
as well.

O’Donnell, who grew up play-
ing baseball, stressed the fact 
that the things you can learn at 
Fliptastic! can help kids in other 
sports.

“We’ve all jumped on a trampo-
line before and when we got off our 
legs were sore,” he said. “In almost 
every sport you need to have that 
strong hip rotation and our classes 
can help you achieve it.”

It’s early yet, but it looks as 
though the gaping hole that 
was left by the departure of 
Copeland’s has been filled quite 
well by these energetic, tumbling 
youngsters.

If you have a child interested 
in becoming a gymnast, cheer-
leader, dancer or tumbler, call 
Fliptastic! At 487-FLIP (3547) 
or visit them online at www.
fliptastic.biz.

New Carmichael business has kids flipping...literally
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Special to California Kids

Y
our children want to go to 
camp. You think that’s a 
great idea. At camp they 

can experience a community 
where learning contributes to 
their growth and development 
through play. They can have a 
great time and learn new things, 
and you will probably get some 
peace and quiet.

Before your children take off 
though, there are some things 
you can do to help make the camp 
experience more fun and reward-
ing. Here are some suggestions 
on how to prepare your children 
for camp, courtesy of the Ameri-
can Camp Association® (ACA), 
Northern California.

• Involve your children. You and 
your potential campers should 
select the camp and prepare for it 
together. Try to match the camp 
with your campers’ interests so 
that they will do the things they 
want to do, learn the things they 
want to learn. Discuss the differ-
ences between day and resident 
camps. If your children don’t feel 
ready for a resident camp, look 
at day camp alternatives. If they 
want to go to a resident camp, 

discuss how long they would 
like to stay.

• If possible, you and your chil-
dren should attend a camp fair 
and visit the camp itself.

• Be sure to send the message 
“you get to go to camp” and not 
“you are being sent to camp.” 
Make it clear you are not “trying 
to get rid” of your campers.

• Discuss what camp will be like. 
Talk about your own camp expe-
riences and, if possible, talk with 
former campers and their families. 
Encourage your children to ask them 
questions. Consider role-playing an-

ticipated camp situations such as us-
ing a flashlight to find the bathroom.  
Be open. Answer any questions that 
come up. The more questions that 
are answered, the more confident 
your campers will be.

• Set realistic expectations. 
Camp, like the rest of life, has 
high and low points. Not every 
moment is filled with wonder 
and excitement. Encourage your 
children to have a reasonable 
view of the experience. Your chil-
dren should not feel pressured 
to succeed at camp, either. For 

Preparing Children for Camp

See Camp, page 17

Photo courtesy American Camp Association
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them, the main purposes of camp 
are to relax and have fun.

• Make it clear in advance that 
you do not intend to “rescue” 
your children from camp if they 
don’t like it.

•  Be practical. As the first day of 
camp draws near, double-check 
the list of items your youngsters 
need. Make sure the camp receives 
in writing any information about 
your children’s health (prescrip-
tions, allergies, mediations).

By following these tips, you 
can almost assure that your chil-
dren will enjoy a fun, enriching 
and educational camp experi-
ence. And don’t be surprised if 
they don’t want to come home 
at the end of camp.

ACA is the only organization 
that accredits all types of camps. 
ACA accreditation means that 
your child’s camp cares enough 
to undergo a thorough (more 
than 300 health and safety stan-
dards) review of its operation  
from staff qualifications and 
training to emergency manage-
ment. Accreditation is voluntary, 
and while many good camps are 
not accredited, ACA accredita-
tion assures families that camps 
have made the commitment to a 
safe, nurturing environment for 
their children.

To find an ACA-Accredited® 
camp and to access other resources, 
visit www.ACAnorcal.org, phone 
(916) 333-5344 or e-mail info@
acanorcal.org. For more informa-
tion about summer camps in gen-
eral, visit www.CampParent.org 
and www.ACAcamps.org

Camp
Continued from page 16
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In preparation for the public Grand 
Opening of the New Crocker on 
10.10.10, the Museum will be 
closed to the public from June 7 thru 
October 9, 2010. Visit newcrocker.
org for more information.

PUBLIC PROGRAMS, 
CONCERTS and 
SPECIAL EVENTS
Thursday, June 10, 12 p.m. 
- Public Art Walkabout: The 
Crocker Family Legacy Meet in 

front of the Crocker for a one-hour 
walking tour of the public art on 
view in Downtown Sacramento. 
This tour is presented in collabora-
tion with the Sacramento Metropol-
itan Arts Commission. Reservations 
are required. To register, call (916) 
808-5499 or email education@
crockerartmuseum.org. Free.

Youth and Family Programs
Thursday ,  June  10 ,  11 
a.m. and 3:30 p.m. - Sto-
ries and Art at Elk Grove 

L ib ra ry  Encourage  your 
pre-schooler’s development 
through a  spec ia l  a r t  ac -
tivity inspired by a classic 
children’s book. Designed 
after the Crocker’s popular 
Wee Wednesday series, this 
program is for children 3-5 
and the special adult in their 
l ives .  Show your Crocker 
membership card to receive 
a special at-home activity for 
your child. This program will 
take place at the Elk Grove 
Library. Free.

The Crocker Art Museum is 
located at  216 O Street  in 
Downtown Sacramento. Mu-
seum hours are 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Tuesday to Sunday; 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays until 9 p.m. 
Admission is $6 for adults, $4 
for seniors and $3 for students. 
Free admission on Sundays from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more in-
formation, call (916) 808-7000 
or visit crockerartmuseum.org.

Crocker Art Museum Calendar
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L
ocated two miles north 
of Santa Cruz, on High-
way 1 (831) 426-0505

 
The  Hi s tory  o f  Wi lde r 
Ranch: A tour of the His-
toric Ranch Buildings  All 
Saturdays and Sundays in 
June at 1 p.m.  Discover what 
life was like a century or more 
ago on this innovative dairy 
ranch. The hour-long tour 
inc ludes  the  1859 Meder 
Gothic revival style farm-
house, 1897 Victorian home, 
1896 water-powered machine 
shop, barns and other historic 
buildings. 

 
Living History Demonstra-
tions: Some Saturdays and 
Sundays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. At 
Wilder Ranch State Park, 
volunteers lead living history 

activities on most weekends.  
Stop by for a picnic and lawn 
games and you may also find 
blacksmiths,  qui lters ,  and 
cooks demonstrating their 
skills on the ranch.  Call (831) 
426-0505 for more informa-
tion.

 
History, Nature, and Scenic 
Views:  A Tour of the Grey 
Whale Ranch Area, Saturday, 
June 12 at 9 a.m.

This chal lenging guided 
three-hour hike will explore 
the natural and cultural histo-
ry of the upper hills of Wilder 
Ranch State Park. Meet at the 
Wilder Ranch interpretive 
center.  Bring good walking 
shoes ,  lunch,  snacks ,  and 
water.  Hike is  canceled i f 
rain.

 

Wilder Ranch Coast Nature 
Walks: Saturdays, June 5, 19, 
and 26 at 11 a.m.

On these two-hour natural 
history excursions you will 
explore the plants, animals, 
and geology of the spectacu-
lar coastal bluffs. Meet at the 
Wilder Ranch interpretive 
center. Bring a snack, water, 
binoculars, and good walk-
ing  shoes .  B inocu lar s  a re 
available to borrow. Walk is 
canceled if rain.

Activities at Wilder Ranch 
State Park
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Family Fun Day
Second Sunday at the Park
Sunday, June 13 - 1 to 3:30
Event starts at 1 p.m. with a public 
tide pool walk at 3:30 p.m.
For more information, call the park at 
(831) 423-4609.

 

Tidepool Explorations 
June 5 at 11 a.m.
June 6 at 12 Noon
June 11 at 3 p.m.
June 13 at 3:30 p.m.
June 14 at 10 a.m.
June 18 at 10:30 a.m.
June 19 at 10:30
June 20 at 11 a.m.
June 21 at 12 Noon
June 25 at 3 p.m.
June 27 at 9:30 a.m.
June 28 at 10 a.m.
 

Natural Bridges is famous for the wave cut platforms that form the basis of some of the most diverse tidepools in 
the world.  Join a Docent Naturalist and discover the amazing plants and animals that make their home in the 
intertidal habitat. Tours are 1 1/2 hours long. Layered clothing and shoes with traction are recommended.  In-
clement weather will cancel Tidepool Explorations.  Meet at the Visitor Center.  For further information or 
accessibility assistance, please call (831) 423-4609.

Activities at Natural 
Bridges State Beach
Located at the end of West Cliff Drive in Santa Cruz (831) 423-4609
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Catfish Derby Set For 
June 5, Competition 
Now Open to Adults 

S
an Joaquin County Parks and Recreation and the Delta Fly Fish-
ers will launch this year’s Catfish Derby, set for Saturday, June 
5, at Oak Grove Regional Park, by opening the competition 

up to adults for the first time in the event’s 26-year history. 
In the past, young anglers have competed for prizes in similar age 

groups (i.e.: 8 and under, 9 to 12 and 13 to 15). This year’s derby, 
however, will allow those 16 years of age and older to compete as 
well. Approximately 1,500 lbs. of catfish will be planted prior to the 
derby, with additional poundage supplied by the California Dept. 
of Fish and Game.

As always, kids age 15 years and younger fish for catfish FREE 
at Oak Grove’s 10-acre lake during the event, which begins at 6:15 
a.m. There is no registration fee for the event, however, a $3 fishing 
permit fee and valid CA. fishing license are required for those sixteen 
(16) years of age or over. A $5 vehicle-parking fee will also apply. 
All State Fish and Game laws apply. Participants must supply their 
own fishing equipment. 

Oak Grove Regional Park is located on Eight Mile Road and In-
terstate 5 in Stockton. Park gates will be open at 6:15 a.m., derby 
registration closes at 10 a.m. and the last weigh-in is at 12:30 p.m. 
Prizes will be awarded shortly thereafter. For more information, 
call (209) 331-2050 or log onto www.mgzoo.com.

Cherry Pineapple Frozen Treats

Q
uick to whip up, this family favorite 
is great to have in the freezer for hot 
hungry moments.

Ingredients:  1 large (20 oz, 560g) can 
cherry pie filling 1 large (20 oz, 560g) can 
crushed pineapple, drained 1 x 14 oz (396g) 
can sweetened condensed milk 8 oz (225g) 
whipped topping, thawed (or equivalent 
whipping cream)  Instructions:  Combine all 

the ingredients and pour them into a 9 X 13” 
pan. Cover and freeze. Alternatively, spoon 
into ice lolly moulds.

When ready to serve, turn out and cut into 
squares to serve. Keep cool by refrigerating 
for a short time, if necessary.

For more treats, visit Activityvillage.co  
Keeping Kids busy

www.activityvillage.co.uk

Rancho Del Oso 
Nature & History 
Center activities
Located 16 miles north of Santa Cruz along Highway One, at 
Waddell Creek (831) 427-2288

 

Guest Presenter - Pat Rapp
Saturday, June 19 at 1 p.m.
Native American Arts

June 19, Pat Rapp, a long time practitioner of Native American 
arts, will teach how to make cordage, tule effigy/animal figures, 
and beginning basketry to adults and older children. Please call or 
email to reserve a space so that we will know how many materials 
to harvest. The class will go from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Nature and 
History Center at Rancho del Oso State Park. Call(831) 427-2288 
or email: RDOPIS@parks.ca.gov

 

Natural History Hikes
Sunday, June 6 at 1:30 p.m.

Join Naturalist Laura Shaw for a wildflower hike starting at the 
ranger station at Rancho del Oso at 1:30.  We will hike the new 
interpretive trail (West Trail not West Ridge trail) to enjoy the 
abundance of this rainy spring’s gift of wildflowers. Hike is 3 miles 
with moderate elevation gain and at a slow pace so that we can 
explore. Meet at the Ranger Station located .25 miles in from the 
Highway 1 entrance to the park along the Skyline to the Sea trail. 
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Monday, June 7, Summer Classes Begin! The 
Museum offers half-day and week-long classes 
in cartooning, manga, computer and Lego 
animation, hands-on art, and even ice skat-
ing! Look for a complete class listing on the 
Museum website at www.schulzmuseum.org/
workshops-summer.html or call (707) 579-
4452, ext. 263.

Saturday, June 12, 1 to 3 p.m., Second-
Saturday Cartoonist Meet, watch, and talk to 
freelance illustrator Karen Luk. Luk’s comics 
and art have been displayed throughout the 
San Francisco Bay Area.

Saturday, June 12,  5 to 8 p.m., FREE Sum-
mer Sampler Enjoy FREE admission and sample 
our summer class activities, including live story-
telling and cartoon workshops by Joe Wos and a 
free Italian soda at the Warm Puppy Café.

June 16 through September 27, NEW EX-
HIBITION | From Highland Park Caddy to 
Pebble Beach Celebrity: Schulz and the Game of 
Golf Sports were important to Charles Schulz, 
and golf was one of his favorite games.

Saturday, June 19, 1 to 3 p.m.  Nancy Gold-
stein will talk about her biography of Jackie 
Ormes, the first African-American woman 
cartoonist, and will sign books.

Monday, June 28, 10 a.m. to Noon, Mu-
seum Mondays for Little Ones Enjoy sto-

ries, movement games, and arts and crafts 
especially designed for little ones ages 1 to 5. 
$5 per child; 2 adults per child are free before 
11 a.m.

Museum hours are: Weekdays Monday 
through Friday (except Tuesdays*) 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Closed Tuesdays*Open everyday 
throughout the summer (Memorial  Day 
through Labor Day)  Admission fees are: 
Free – Museum Members, Children 3 and 
under $5, Children 4 to 18, college students 
with valid I.D. card, and Seniors 62 + $10 
– Adults

The Charles M. Schulz Museum is located 
50 minutes north of San Francisco by car on 
Highway 101. The Museum is located at 2301 
Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa. For more infor-
mation consult the Museum web site: www.
SchulzMuseum.org.

About the Charles M. Schulz Museum and Re-
search Center The Charles M. Schulz Museum 
opened in August 2002 to fulfill its mission of 
preserving, displaying and interpreting the art 
of Charles M. Schulz. The museum carrys out 
this mission through changing exhibitions and 
programming that: build an understanding of 
cartoonists and cartoon art, illustrate the scope 
of Schulz’s multi-faceted career, communicate 
the stories, inspirations and influences of Charles 
Schulz, and celebrates the life of Charles Schulz 
and the Peanuts characters.  

Charles M. Schulz Museum events

Special Olympics Athletes 
Prepare for 2010 Summer Games

S
ome 800 Special Olympics athletes from 
32 Northern California counties are de-
scending on the UC Davis Campus June 

25 to 27 to compete in championship-level 
play for the 2010 Summer Games. Their quest: 
to Reach for the Gold® as they compete in 
the sport that has required their hard work, 
time and commitment. Summer Games will 
feature aquatics, bocce, tennis and track and 
field events. 

Last year, about 110 athletes from Sacramen-
to/Yolo, Placer/Nevada counties made it to the 
games. A similar number of athletes are expected 
to qualify this year. 

The Opening Ceremonies and the Summer 
Games are free and open to the public. The Sum-
mer Games is the largest Special Olympics sporting 
competition in Northern California showcasing 
four sports offered during the spring season 
– aquatics, bocce, tennis and track and field. 

Schedule of events:
June 25, 10:30 a.m.– Press Conference and Final 
Leg of Torch Run, Capitol Steps
June 25, 7:30 p.m.– Opening Ceremonies for 
Summer Games (Aggie Stadium)
June 26, 9 to 5 p.m. –Summer Games Competi-
tion
June 27 –Summer Games Competition

Special Olympics Northern California is a 
free year-round sports training and competi-
tion program for children and adults with 
developmental disabilities. About 14,000 
athletes compete in over 170 competitions 
throughout the region in 12 sports. Programs 
are free to all eligible athletes. Financial 
support comes almost exclusively from in-
dividuals, organizations, corporations, and 
foundations. Find out how you can be a fan 
and visit www.SONC.org.

Mandarin Munchies
T

hese super quick and super easy kids snacks are a real 
treat, and thirst quenching, too.

You will need: 
Mandarin oranges and Plastic wrap

You will need to:
Peel a few mandarin slices and cover in plastic wrap. Place in 
the freezer for about an hour (or longer) for a thirst quench-
ing treat.

For more yummy treats, visit ActivityVillage.co Keeping Kids Busy

Quick Banana Ice
T

his is not quite ice-cream, and you need at least half an 
hour for preparation, but your kids will love it.

You will need:  Bananas!

Instructions:
Mash one or two bananas in a bowl. Cover and place in the 

freezer for about 30 minutes. Remove from freezer and fluff 
up with a fork, then enjoy!
For more ideas, visit ActivityVillage.co Keeping Kids Busy!
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T
h e  w a r m  s u m m e r 
weather is coming, and 
what better way to read 

a “hot” book than to “Make 
a  Sp la sh”  by  jo in ing  the 
Sacramento Public Library’s 
Summer Reading program.  
Each of the 27 Sacramento 
Pub l i c  L ib r a ry  l o c a t ion s 
wil l  offer  nearly 600 free 
entertaining and educational 
summer reading programs 
f o r  s c h o o l - a g e  c h i l d r e n , 

teens, adults, and families, 
June through August.

Everyone is invited to the 
Summer Reading program’s 
kick-off celebration, Mega-
Splash,  from 1 p.m. to 3 
p .m. ,  Sunday,  June  6 ,  a t 
the Central Library, 828 I 
Street, Sacramento.  There 
wi l l  be  f ree  act iv i t ies  for 
a l l  ages at  the downtown 
Sacramento l ibrary event, 
f e a tu r ing  award -winn ing 

s inger- s toryte l l e r  Franc ie 
Dillon; face painters; a hen-
na artist; favorite costumed 
book  cha r a c t e r s  Cur ious 
George, Stella Luna, Rot-
ten Ralph, and Clifford the 
Big Red Dog; storytelling; 
kids and teen craft making; 
games; and more. Plus, me-
tered street parking is free 
on Sunday.

Water  i s  the  theme for 
this year’s Summer Reading 
programs: “Make a Splash 
for kids”, “Making Waves 
for teens”, and “Water Your 
Mind for adults”. 

Start ing June 1,  l ibrary 
customers can either sign up 
online at saclibrary.org or 
at their Sacramento Public 
Library branch.

Regis trants  wi l l  rece ive 
a  bingo game card which 
features Summer Reading 
activities. When a partici-
pant finishes a bingo row 
of activities, he or she will 
receive a branch’s prize: a 
book for  pre-readers  and 
s c h o o l - a g e  c h i l d r e n  a n d 
teens and a book bag for 
adults. There will be grand-
prize drawings at summer’s 
end.  Cal l  the Sacramento 
Public Library at (916) 264-
2920 or visit saclibrary.org 
for more information.

Make a Splash for Summer 
Reading Fun 

Summer activities at 
Seacliff State Beach
Located off State Park Drive in Aptos (831) 685-6444

Saturdays at Seacliff 
Activities take place from 11 

a.m. to 2 p.m.
June 12 - 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. – A 
Day of Crafts.  Join volunteers in 
a day of crafts and fun!
July 10 - 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
– Sand sculptures.  Come see and 
make sand sculptures.
August 14 - 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
– Music Day with Michelle Kiba, 
Banjos by the Bay and other local 
musicians.

 

Family Beach Discovery Walk 
at Seacliff State Beach
Saturday, June 26 - 1 p.m.

Join Docent Norm Beeson for a 
fun filled family beach walk to explore 
the mysteries and wonders of Seacliff 
State Beach and our incredible Mon-
terey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.  
We’ll see what the day has to offer on 
this easy, 1 mile, 1 hour walk. Bring 
beach friendly shoes, water, sunscreen, 
a snack and an inquisitive spirit. Meet 
at the Visitor Center.
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Special to California Kids

T
urns out, it is easy being green. 
Parents and caregivers can teach 
children environmentally-friendly 

habits starting at an early age. However, 
the benefits of a healthy environment 
are not for Earth alone. Many ‘green’ 
choices have added health benefits for 
children and families, such as encouraging 
physical activity, eating fresh fruits and 
vegetables, and creating safer, toxin-free 
environments.

First 5 Sacramento offers families the 
following “Top 10” green tips to teach 
children to care for both their health and 
the health of the planet:

No Gushing While Brushing: Teach 
children to turn off the water while 
brushing their teeth during the two-
minute brushing time dentists recom-
mend.
Walk the Walk: Instead of taking the car, 
walk! By walking, you will not only help 

cut down on pollution, but provide good 
exercise for you and your family.
Fresh Is Best: Go to a farmers market 
and teach your preschooler how to 
choose local seasonal produce for healthy 
snacks. A farmers market is eco-friendly 
because it offers fresh produce that has 
not traveled a long distance and isn’t 
wrapped in a lot of packaging. Don’t 
forget to bring a reusable bag to carry 
your groceries home!
Lights Out: Tell children to turn off the 
lights when leaving a room and help them 
open curtains and blinds to let in the sun’s 
natural light during the day. Switching off 
lights helps conserve energy – and lower 
your home energy bill.
Recycle Over and Over: Teach your 
kids the value of recycling – newspapers, 
magazines and junk mail are just a start. 
You can even turn this into a fun activity 
like creating a newspaper and magazine 
photo collage.  
Green Thumb, Here We Come: Most 
kids love to play in the dirt. Turn this into 
a fun gardening experience to grow plants 

and herbs – all it takes is a small plant con-
tainer. As an extra bonus, indoor plants 
help clean the air in your home.  
Take a Hike: Play as a family outdoors. 
Throw a ball around, go for a hike or 
play tag instead of playing with electronic 
toys. 
Think Artsy: Bring the artist in you to 
life and make crafts from objects you were 
planning to throw away. Make homemade 
wooden toys or create new outfits for your 
child’s dolls from old clothes and linens. 
Give Bottled Water the Boot: It is im-
portant for kids to drink plenty of water 
every day. To cut down on trash, refrain 
from buying bottled water. Instead, show 
your child how to fill up reusable bottles 
and thermoses with filtered tap water. An 
added value for children’s teeth to prevent 
tooth decay is when the tap water is fluori-
dated. Visit the First 5 Sacramento website 
at www.First5Sacramento.net to check 
the fluoridation map and find out if your 
family lives in a fluoridated water district.
Turn Household Chores Into Playtime: 
Kids are natural scientists and love experi-

menting with things, so show them how 
to mix baking soda and vinegar to create a 
natural cleanser for your home. Not only 
will you replace unhealthy household tox-
ins found in traditional cleaning supplies, 
but you will also turn a household chore 
into a fun activity for your child. 

For more information on First 5 Sacra-
mento and early childhood development 
programs, please visit the Parents Re-
source Center at  www.First5Sacramento.
net or call (916) 876-5865.

About First 5 Sacramento – Research shows 
that a child’s brain develops most dramati-
cally in the first five years and what parents 
and caregivers do during these years to sup-
port their child’s growth will have a mean-
ingful impact throughout life.  Based on this 
research, California voters passed Proposition 
10 in 1998, adding a 50 cents-per-pack tax 
on cigarettes to support programs for expect-
ant parents and children ages zero to five. 
First 5 Sacramento distributes approximately 
$16 million a year in Prop. 10 revenues to 
programs and services that meet local needs.

Be a ‘Green’ Family

Tips for parents of young children to live environmentally-friendly 
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Calendar of Events
Arts and 
Crafts

June 16, T-Shirt craft, 2 p.m., 
5605 Marconi Avenue, Carmi-
chael. Join the fun at the Carmichael 
Library for “Fish Print T-Shirts.” 
This program is best suited for 
children ages 5 to 12. For more 
information, call (916) 264-2920.

June 23, Origami, 2 p.m., 5605 Mar-
coni Avenue, Carmichael. Join the fun 
at the Carmichael Library for “Ocean 
Origami.” This program is best suited 

for children ages 5 to 12. For more 
information, call (916) 264-2920.

June 26, Wind Chimes, 1 to 4 p.m., 
212 D Street, Davis. The Pence Gal-
lery in Davis invites you to make wind 
chimes out of glass, found objects, and 
beads, with artist Brenda Brinkhous-
Hatch. This event is appropriate for 
children ages 3 to 14, but adults are 
also welcome. If you would like to par-
ticipate, RSVP to (530) 758-3370.

June 30, Buttons, 2 p.m., 5605 Mar-
coni Avenue, Carmichael. Join the fun 
at the Carmichael Library for “Button 
Making Party.” This program is best 
suited for children ages 5 to 12. For more 
information, call (916) 264-2920.

July 8, Collages, 3 p.m., 920 Grand 
Avenue, Sacramento. Children ages 
5 to 12 are invited to the Del Paso 
Heights Library for “Seashore Col-
lages,” with ArtWorks. For more 
information, call (916) 264-2920.

July 14, Water Crafts, 2 p.m., 
5605 Marconi Avenue, Carmi-
chael. Join the fun at the Carmichael 
Library for “Water Crafts.” This 
program is best suited for children 
ages 5 to 12. For more information, 
call (916) 264-2920.

Critter 
Events

June 5, Catfish Derby, 6:15 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Oak Grove 
Regional Park, Stockton. Adults 
can participate in this derby. Ap-
proximately 1,500 lbs. Of catfish 
will be planted prior to the derby. 
Kids age 15 years and younger 
fish free for the event, however, 
a $3 fishing permit and valid CA 
fishing license are required for 
those 16 and over. A $5 vehicle 
parking fee will also apply. Bring 
your own fishing equipment. Oak 
Grove is located on Eight Mile 
Road and Interstate 5. Park gates 
will open at 6:15 a.m., derby 
registration closes at 10 a.m. and 
the last weigh-in is at 12:30 p.m. 
Prizes will be awarded shortly 
thereafter. For more informa-
tion, call (209) 331-2050 or visit 
www.mgzoo.com.

June 10, Animal Library Pro-
gram, 3 p.m., 920 Grand Avenue, 
Sacramento. Children ages 5 to 12 
are invited to the Del Paso Heights 
Library for “Animals of the World,” 
with Wild Things. For more infor-
mation, call (916) 264-2620.

June 11 to 13, Dogs Expo, Cal 
Expo Fairgrounds, Sacramento. 
Highlights include educational 
seminars, demonstrations, adop-
tion/rescue row, doggie makeovers 
and shopping. Live entertainment, 
learn from UC Davis vets, plus much 
more. Friday and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m., Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Admission: adults $18; children 7 
to 13 $5, and 6 and under admitted 
free. Discount tickets available at lo-
cal pet stores. For more information, 
call (800) 352-2411 or visit www.
dogsexpo.com

June 11 to 13, Western States 
Horse Expo,Cal Expo Fair-
grounds, Sacramento. The 12th 
annual Horse Expo, is known 
throughout the US as the gold 
standard of equine expositions. 
Clinicians, breed demonstrations, 
competitions, horse sale, and shop-
ping for the equestrian lifestyle. Plus 
a model horse show by BreyerWest, 
a Young Rider Park with pony rides 
and activities, art show and evening 
performances. Friday and Saturday, 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sunday, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.. Admission: Adults $18; 
children 7 to 13 $5; 6 and under 
free. Enter Main Gate. Expo Bucks 
(discount tickets) available at your 
local feed and western stores. For 
more information, call (800) 352-
2411 or visit www.horsexpo.com

June 26, Bat Program, 1 p.m., 
116B I Street, Old Sacramento. 
Come down to the Trailmix.Net Old 
Sacramento Store for a very special 
presentation by NorCalBats www.nor-
calbats.org NorCalBats is dedicated to 
the rescue, rehabilitation, and release of 
bats throughout Northern California. 
In this workshop you will learn about 
bats, look at live bats, clear up some 
common bath myths, learn about bat 
rescue/rehabilitation, and find some 
special places in the Sacramento region 
where parents and families can observe 
bats in the wild. A reservation is not 
required, but it would be appreciated if 
you call (916) 498-9090 if you plan to 
attend to let the staff know. The store 
is located across the street from the 
California State Railroad Museum. 

Especially 
for Parents
June 5, Gardening Program, 8:30 
to 11:30 a.m., Fair Oaks and Madi-
son, Fair Oaks. Drop buy to see the 
orchard, berries, grapes and vegetables 
at the Fair Oaks Horticulture Center. 
Talk to UC Master Gardeners as they 
work. Wander in the water efficient 
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landscape. Ask gardening questions 
and see how to make every drop 
count. The Fair Oaks Horticulture 
Center is located south of Madison, 
on Fair Oaks Boulevard, next to the 
library. Admission is free. For more 
information, call (916) 875-6913.

June 2 to July 7, Free Positive 
Parenting Classes, 11601 Fair 
Oaks Boulevard, Fair Oaks. Par-
ents can learn long-term parenting 
skills at a free workshop at the Fair 
Oaks Library. Debbie Sheridan, 
a credentialed Adult Ed educator 
with a degree in early-childhood 
education,will show parents how to 
encourage their children to think for 
themselves, become more respon-
sible, and have a greater respect for 
themselves and others. The teachings 
of positive discipline are filled with 
non-punitive, respectful methods 
that will incorporate kindness and 
firmness into parenting, help par-
ents get to the core of their child’s 
misbehavior, bring more joy into 
the home,and give parents a sense of 
accomplishment. For more informa-
tion, call (916) 264-2920.

June 12, Food Preservation Dem-
onstration, 10 a.m., 4145 Branch 
Center Road, Sacramento. This is 
a free event held at the Sacramento 
Cooperative Extension Office. The 
Sacramento County UC Cooperative 
Extension Master Food Preservers 
presents, “All Dried Up!” basic in-
troduction to safe dehydration tech-
niques. For more information, call 
(916) 875-6913.

June 12, Plant Clinic, 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m., 5750 Windmill Way, Car-
michael. The Sacramento County 
UC Master Gardeners have sched-
uled a plant clinic at the Windmill 
Nursery to assist the public in diag-
nosing and solving garden problems. 
This is a free clinic and the public is 
encouraged to bring samples from 
problem plants or insects that need 
to be identified.

June 16, Food Preservation Dem-
onstration, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., 4145 
Branch Center Road, Sacramento. 
The Sacramento County UC Coop-
erative Extension Master Food Pre-
servers offers this demonstration on 
“Apricots, Peaches and Plums.” There 
is a $3 fee to attend, no advanced 
registration is required. For more 
information, call (916) 875-6913.

Ongoing, Book Sale, 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.,  8250 Belvedere 
Avenue, Suite E, Sacramento. 
The Book Den, has books for 
sale and is open Fridays and 
Saturdays. The Book Den is op-
erated by members of Friends of 
the Sacramento Public Library. 
For more information, call (916) 
264-2880.

Wednesdays, Crochet and Knit-
ting Circle, 6:30 p.m., 11601 
Fair Oaks Boulevard, Fair Oaks. 
Enjoy a bit of conversation and 
companionship at the Fair Oaks 
Library Crochet and Knitting 
Circle. All ages and skills are wel-
come; this is not an instructional 
class but some assistance will be 
available. Please bring your own 
hooks, needles, yarn and a project 
to work on. If you need a project, 
the library can provide you with 
ideas and patterns to make newborn 
baby hats. Those wishing to donate 
their baby hat creations to the Mad 
Hatters, who provide free newborn 
baby hats to local hospitals, can do 
so through the Fair Oaks Library. 
For details, call (916) 264-2920 or 
visit saclibrary.org. 

Magic 
Events

June 17, Magic Program, 3 p.m., 
920 Grand Avenue, Sacramento. 
Children ages 5 to 12 are invited to 
the Del Paso Heights Library for a 
free program called “Caddwynn’s 
Magical World of Wonder and 
Amazement.” For more informa-
tion, call (916) 264-2920.

July 22, Magic Show, 3:30 p.m, 
11601 Fair Oaks Boulevard, Fair 
Oaks. Children ages 5 to 12 are 
invited to the Fair Oaks Library for 
“Make a Splash Magic,” with magi-
cian Jon Lopez. 

July 29, Magic Program, 3 p.m., 
920 Grand Avenue, Sacramento. 
Bring the kids, ages 5 to 12, to 
the Del Paso Heights Library for 
“Make A Splash,” with magician Ed 
Middleton. For more information 
about this free program, call (916) 
264-2920.

Special 
Events

June 2, Bubble Program, 3:30 
p.m., 8900 Elk Grove Boule-
vard, Elk Grove. Join the fun 
at the Elk Grove Library for 
“Adventures in Bubble Land” 
with Rebecca Nile, the Bubble 
Lady. For more information 
about this free program, call 
(916) 264-2920.

June 17, Ice Cream Social, 4 p.m., 
891 Watt Avenue, Sacramento. 
Bring the family to the Arden-Dimick 
Library for a “Summer Reading 
Kickoff: Ice Cream Social,” with the 
staff. For more information, call (916) 
264-2920 or visit saclibrary.org

June 17, Student Awards Event, 
11:30 to 1:30 p.m., L and 11th 
Streets, Sacramento. Elected 
officials will join Comcast in 
a celebration of education on 
the steps of the California State 
Capitol. Students and families will 
meet at the North Steps where 
Comcast will distribute more than 
$175,000 in scholarships saluting 
the California high school seniors 
who have won a 2010 Comcast 
Leaders and Achiever® Scholar-
ship and a $1,000 grant. Two 
students will be surprised with 
$10,000 scholarships. 

June 19, Preschool and Kinder-
garten Open House, 9 a.m. to 
Noon, 410 Crother Road, Mead-
ow Vista. Learn about the unique 
and nurturing curriculum offered 
in the early childhood programs 
of a Waldorf school. At this event, 
you will see the beautiful 40-acre 
campus, meet faculty members, and 
discuss your child at this free open 
house. Free childcare with advanced 
reservations. For more information, 
visit www.liveoakwaldorf.org or call 
Live Oak Waldorf School, which 
is just minutes from Auburn, off 
I-80 at the Applegate exit, at (530) 
878-8720. 

June 19, Black Bart Hold-Up 
Day, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Main 
Street, Sutter Creek. Sutter Creek’s 
4th Annual Black Bart Hold-Up Day 
will take you back 127 years, to the 

last successful stage coach robbery 
by the infamous highwayman. 
There’s fun for the whole family. 
Historic re-enactments of Black 
Bart’s Stage Coach Robbery and 
a Wild West Show will take place 
at various times during the day 
on Main Street. Learn about gold 
fever,and try your luck panning for 
gold.Period costumes are encour-
aged; there will be a costume contest 
for the Best Male, Best Female, 
and Best Child costume. For more 
information, visit www.suttercreek.
org or call (800) 400-0305. 

June 19, Flea Market, 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Fiddletown. The Fiddletown 
Community Center will be holding 
the Fiddletown Flea, which is a 
giant community yard sale held in 
the park on the main street. Many 
private residences will also partici-
pate. Maps will be available to guide 
attendees to the multiple venues. 
Food and beverages will be available 
for purchase. Vendors welcome. 
For directions or any questions, call 
(209) 296-0918.

J u n e  3 0 ,  F a c e  P a i n t i n g , 
3:30 p.m., 8900 Elk Grove 
Boulevard, Elk Grove.  Chil-
dren ages 5 to 12 are invited 
to the Elk Grove Library for 
“A Splash of  Face Painting,” 
with Blanca Rose.  For more 
in format ion  about  th i s  f r ee 
p r o g r a m ,  c a l l  ( 9 1 6 )  2 6 4 -
2920.

July 21, Balloon Program, 
3:30 p.m., 8900 Elk Grove 
Boulevard, Elk Grove.  Bring 
the family to the Elk Grove 
Library for “Underwater Bal-
loon Twist ing,” with Blanca 
Rose.  For more information, 
cal l  (916) 264-2920.

S u n d a y ,  F r e e  A d m i s s i o n , 
10 a .m. to 1 p.m.,  216 O 
S t r e e t ,  S a c r a m e n t o .  T h e 
Crocker Art Museum is offer-
ing f ree  admiss ion hours  to 
v i s i tors .  For  more  in forma-
t ion,  cal l  (916) 808-7000 or 
vis i t  crockerartmuseum.org. 
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Calendar of Events
Maidu Museum calendar
MUSEUM SECTION 
Maidu Museum, Indigenous Art Gallery and Historic Site, 
1970 Johnson Ranch, Roseville 
Guided Tours: Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. and 2nd Sat-
urdays at 10 a.m. and 1p.m. Call (916) 774-5934 or  visit 
www.maidumuseum.org for more information.

DROP IN FAMILY ACTIVITIES
Native American Stories  
Saturday, June 12, from 11:30  to Noon and 2:30 to 3 
p.m. All ages. 
Enjoy Native American stories told by Nisenan Maidu 
Rick Adams. Free with paid admission to museum.

Fabulous Campfires
Friday, June 18, 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  Fee: $5/ 

person or $16/family of four
Enjoy an evening with family and friends around a camp-

fire in the new amphitheater.  Listen to Native stories under 
the stars and roast marshmallows for a sweet ending to the 
perfect family gathering.  No reservations required.

ADULT CLASSES
Rock Art Mysteries
Ages 7+
Saturday, June 12, from 8 to 9:30 p.m.  Fee: $6 per person

Join Nisenan Maidu Rick Adams to visit the new museum; then journey outside to observe 
petroglyphs by lantern light – the best way to see them. Explore ideas about the purpose of these 
ancient symbols in stone and the native people who made them thousands of years ago.  No 
reservations required.

CHILDREN’S CLASSES
Pre-registration required for classes.  Call the Maidu Museum to sign up for this exciting learn-

ing opportunity.  (916) 774-5934

Summer Adventure Camps  Fee: $119/$109 City of Roseville Resident Discount  Please 
preregister: (916) 774-5934. 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.  Birds, Bees, Flowers and Trees, June 
14 to 18, Ages: 5 and 6, Class #49438 Explore nature, its plants, animals, shapes and smells, 
through hikes, games and investigations of the natural world.  Wet and Wild, June 21 to 25, 
Ages: 7 to 9, Class#49431 Explore the life of local creeks and ponds.  Meet aquatic creatures 
and investigate their homes. Bike trip along Miner’s Ravine one day.  Wild Things, June 28 to 
July 2, Ages: 7 to 9, Class #49444

Meet the world of the wild as you become acquainted with plants, animals and their homes. Play 
nature games, enjoy a live animal show and discover where the wild things live on land, in air 
and water.
Water Zone, June 28 to July 2, Ages: 9 to 12, Class #49434

Immerse yourself in the life of the water zone as you explore Roseville’s creeks and ponds. Bike 
trip at Miner’s Ravine.
Hands on Archaeology, June 21 to 25, Ages: 9  to 12, Class #49430

Reconstruct the past! Participate in an archaeological dig to uncover artifacts from Roseville’s 
ranching era.
Afternoon Archery Fun, June 28 to July 2, 1 to 3:30 p.m., Ages: 9 to 16, Class #49445

Spend a week as an archer!  Learn how to hold and shoot a bow and arrow, then jump into 
archery fun in the indoor archery range.

And many more Camps throughout the summer!
 Maidu Museum and Historic Site is located at 1970 Johnson Ranch Drive, Roseville. For museum and 
program information call (916) 774-5934 or visit www.roseville.ca.us/indianmuseum.

Storytellers 
& Puppetry

June 17, Storyteller, 3 p.m., 2443 
Marconi Avenue, Sacramento. 
Join the fun at the Arcade Library 
with “Soak Up Stories,” with Bosco 
the Magician. This program is best 
suited for children ages 5 to 12. Call 
(916) 264-2920 or visit saclibrary.
org for more information. 

June 24, Puppet Show, 3 p.m., 
2443 Marconi Avenue, Sacra-
mento. Children ages 5 to 12 are 
invited to the Arcade Library for 
“Goldilocks and the Three  Sharks,” 
with Puppet Art Theater. For more 
information about this free program, 
call (916) 264-2920.

June 24, Puppet Show, 4 p.m.  
891 Watt Avenue, Sacramento. 
Bring the kids, ages 5 to 12 to the 
Arden-Dimick Library for “Froggy’s 
Big Splash,” with the Caterpillar 
Puppets. For more information, call 
(916) 264-2920.

July 1, Music Show, 4 p.m., 891 
Watt Avenue, Sacramento. Join 
the fun with musician, Bonnie Lock-
hart, at the Arden-Dimick Library 
as she presents, “Flippers, Fins and 
Feathers.” For more information, 
call (916) 264-2920.

July 1, Puppet Show, 3 p.m., 920 
Grand Avenue, Sacramento. Chil-
dren ages 5 o 12 are invited to the 
Del Paso Heights Library for “Make 
a Splash Stories and Puppetry,” with 
Mr. Tim and Ms. Jami. For more 
information, call (916) 264-2920.

July 7, Marionette Show, 3:30 
p.m., 8900 Elk Grove Boulevard, 
Elk Grove. Join the fun at the 
Elk Grove Library for “The Frog 
Prince,” with the Fratello Mari-
onettes. For more information, call 
(916) 264-2920.

July 8, Ventriloquist Show, 4 p.m., 
891 Watt Avenue, Sacramento. 
“Make a Splash,” with ventriloquist 
Steve Chaney and Cornelius Crowe 
at the Arden-Dimick Library. This 
is a perfect program for kids ages 5 

to 12. For more information, call 
(916) 264-2920.

July 15, Puppet Show, 4 p.m., 891 
Watt Avenue, Sacramento. Bring 
the family to the Arden-Dimick 
Library for “Tommy’s Splashy 
Pirate Adventure,” with Puppet 
Art Theater. For more information 
about this free program, call (916) 
264-2920.

July 15, Marionette Program, 
3:30 p.m., 11601 Fair Oaks Bou-
levard, Fair Oaks. Join the fun at 
the Fair Oaks Library for a very spe-
cial program called, “Vaudeville Fol-
lies,” with the Fratello Marionettes. 
For more information about this free 
program, call (916) 264-2920.

July 15, Storyteller, 3 p.m., 920 
Grand Avenue, Sacramento. Chil-
dren ages 5 to 12 are invited to the 
Del Paso Heights Library for “Gyo-
taku Fish Printing and Stories” with 
Mr. Tim. For more information, call 
(916) 264-2920.

July 15, Music Show, 3 p.m., 
2443 Marconi Avenue, Sacramen-
to. Join the fun with musician, Bon-
nie Lockhart, at the Arcade Library 
as she presents, “Flippers, Fins and 
Feathers.” For more information, 
call (916) 264-2920.

July 22, Puppet Show, 4 p.m., 
891 Watt Avenue, Sacramento. 
Children ages 5 to 12 are invited 
to the Arden-Dimick Library for 
“Shouka the Whale,” with the Cali-
fornia Puppetes. For more informa-
tion about this free program, call 
(916) 264-2920.

July 29, Puppet Show, 3 p.m., 
2443 Marconi Avenue, Sacramen-
to. Bring the family to the Arcade 
Library for “Adventures on Puppet 
Island,” with Tony Borders Puppets. 
For more information, call (916) 
264-2920 or visit saclibrary.org

First Mondays of each month, 
Dog Program, 6:30 p.m., 9845 
Folsom Boulevard, Sacramento. 
Join the fun the first Monday of 
each month at the Rancho Cordova 
Library for “Reading with Dogs,” 
with Lend a Heart Pet Therapy. 
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Parties!     Parties!     Parties!     Parties!     Parties!     Parties!     Parties!     Parties!     Parties!     

T
his classic game has been played in many varia-
tions at countless children’s parties over the 
years, and remains a favorite. Choose a theme 

that your particular group of children will love.
Age: 4+

You will need:
A pin board
A large piece of cardboard or paper, or poster-
board
A “tail” made of pieces of wool tied together, or 
drawn and cut out 
Drawing pins
A blindfold

You will need to: 
Draw a donkey on the cardboard or paper as big 

as possible and attach the card to the pin board. 
Hang or prop it up at child-height so that the 
children can reach it easily.

Blindfold a child, turn them round three times, 
then lead them so that they stand just in front of 
the pin board, and put the “tail” in their hand, with 
the drawing pin already attached. The child pushes 

the “tail” into the pin board in what they think is 
the right position. The blindfold is removed and 
a tiny circle drawn for the position of the drawing 
pin, and the child’s initials written nearby.

When everybody has had a go and a few laughs, 
the child who was closest to the correct position is 
declared the winner.

Variations:
Find a poster, or draw, your child’s favorite charac-

ter, or perhaps a large clown’s face or celebrity’s face. 
Invent something appropriate instead of a “tail” such as 
a moustache or a wart! You can also use an inanimate 
object such as a house or school (you could provide a 
“teacher” and try to place her at the front door).

Ask the party child to come up with an idea for 
the pin board in advance - you might be surprised! 
Maybe an elephant missing it’s trunk!

Some children don’t like to wear a blindfold. If 
you have one of these kids at your party, appoint 
them the official in charge of writing initials, or 
tying the blindfold.

For younger children you could use sticky-tack 
or even sticky-tape to attach the “tail”.

Pin The Tail On The Donkey

www.activityvillage.co.uk - Keeping Kids Busy!
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Parties!     Parties!     Parties!     Parties!     Parties!     Parties!     Parties!     Parties!     Parties!     

 

Elk Grove’s Premier Dance-Wear Store! 

Ballet ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical ~ Gymnastics  ~ Ballroom   
Pointe Shoes ~ Praise-Wear ~ Cheer 

9630 Bruceville Rd., #104, Elk Grove, CA 95757  
              In the “KOHL’S Shopping Center    (916) 686-6772 

 
M-F 10 am -7 pm  Sat. 10 pm - 5pm   Sun 12-5 pm 

Mention this  
ad & 

receive 10% off 
your purchase 

A good game to quieten down 
a party, this works well with 
mixed age groups.

 Age: 5+

You will need:
A collection of large socks (try us-

ing 10, but you could provide less 
for younger age groups) Various 
small objects  A piece of paper 

What’s In The Sock?
and pencil for each child Sticky 
notes or small pieces of paper 
numbered 1-10 (to correspond 
with the number of socks.)  Hide 
an object in the toe of each sock, 
and place the socks around a table 
or room and assign it a number. 
The children take a piece of paper 
and pencil and walk around the 
room, feeling each object through 
the sock (no peeking!) and trying 
to guess what it is. They should 
write down their answers against 
the correct number.

When they have finished, the 
objects are revealed, correct answers 
added up, and a winner declared.

Hints:
Younger children may be al-

lowed to put one hand inside 
the sock while guessing (which 

makes the guessing process a lot 
easier!)

Keep an eye on the clock and 
move everyone on to the next 
sock if it is taking too long. 
Tell the children to guess if 
they don’t know (suggesting 
that they think of something 
funny if they don’t know the 
right answer can reduce tension 
if somebody is getting anxious 
or competitive).

Suggested objects:
(Vary your objects to suit the 

age of the players)
Coin Small, plastic toy ani-

mal or insect, Toothbrush or 
nailbrush, Hair grip, Paper 
clip, Lego piece, Medicine 
spoon,  Bot t l e - top ,  Dol l ’ s 
shoe, Candy (sweet).
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