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Sacramento area museums
offer fun camps and activities

I

n addition to its fascinating
Gold Rush past, the Sacramento area is rich with an amazing
array of state-of-the-art museums
and historic sites that offer visitors
the chance to explore California’s
fine art, history, science, and
wildlife treasures all year long.
They also offer specially-designed
activities and programs perfect for
inspiring and engaging children
during the more leisurely sum-



mer months. Here are a couple
of activities for August:

information, call (916) 808-3942
or visit www.thediscovery.org.

Robot Renegades at the Discovery Museum Science and Space
Center - August 6 to 10
Perfect for kids ages 10 to 13,
robots are everywhere! In this
fun-filled five day camp, campers
will explore different robotics
concepts such as engineering
with LEGO Mindstroms® and
programming with NXT. Campers will build and program robots
while learning how robots influence our world. The Museum is
located at 3615 Auburn Boulevard, Sacramento. For more

Family Overnight Safaris at
the Sacramento Zoo - August
3 and 11
Sacramento Zoo Family Overnight Safaris make for a great,
safe, mini-vacation - without
the drive! Guests can experience
a unique side of the Zoo with
friends and family without the
rush of the daytime crowds and
meet some of the animals up close
and personal. As night falls, guests
camp out under the stars just yards
away from dozing flamingos. For
more, visit www.saczoo.org.
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Fairytale Town
events
Moonlight Costume Ball: Men
in Tights
Friday, August 3, 7 to 11 p.m.
Outlaws wanted! Merry
men and women are invited
to a night of revelry, music,
dancing and more at Fairytale
Town’s annual Moonlight
Costume Ball. This year’s
Robin Hood-themed fundraiser features a red carpet
photo op, giant dance floor,
DJ, costume contests, live
performance by Celtic rock
band Tempest and fun all
night long. Proceeds support
the renovation of the Sherwood Forest play set. Nohost food and bar. Costumes
are required. Ticket holders
must be at least 21 years of
age. ID required. Advance
tickets are $10. Day-of tickets
are $15.
Children’s Concert Series
Saturday and Sunday, August 4
and 5, 2 p.m.
Join Fairytale Town and
local performing artists for
rockin’ matinee concerts on
the Mother Goose Stage. Ericka Davis and Kiss N Tell
will perform on August 4.
The series wraps up with a day
of fun, games and music on
National Kids Day with performances by the Freebadge
Serenaders, Musical Charis
and Ricky Berger. Blankets are
encouraged. The concerts are
free with paid park admission.
Weekend admission is $5 for
adults and children ages 2 and
older and free for children ages
1 and under. For more information, visit fairytaletown.org
or call (916) 808-7462.
Kids Day Sunday
August 5, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Fairytale Town and Chalk
it Up partner together to celebrate National Kids Day with
carnival games, arts and crafts
activities, live music, chalk
art and more. Musical Charis,
the Freebadge Serenaders and
Ricky Berger will perform live
on the Mother Goose Stage.
Join the fun and celebrate
children and the importance
of play. Kids Day is free with
paid park admission. Weekend
admission is $5 for adults and
children ages 2 and older and

free for children ages 1 and
under. For more information,
visit fairytaletown.org or call
(916) 808-7462.
Family Campout at Fairytale
Town
Friday, August 10, 5:30 p.m.
through Saturday, August 11, 7
a.m.
Spend the night at Humpty
Dumpty’s house. This overnight
adventure includes a theater performance, arts and crafts activities, a scavenger hunt, bedtime
stories and a sing-along. Wake
up the next morning under Fairytale Town’s canopy of trees
to a light continental breakfast.
Prices range from $35-$45 per
person and include all activities.
Member discounts are available.
For more information, visit
fairytaletown.org or call (916)
808-7462.
The Fairytale Town Troupers
present: “A Princess of Stars
Episode 3: Return of the Trilogy!”
Saturdays and Sundays, August
18, 19, 25 and 26, Show times at
12:30, 1:30 and 2:30 p.m.
In their final show of the
season, the Fairytale Town
Troupers present the closing
chapter in the epic sci-fi fairytale “A Princess of Stars.” In
this original production, the
Sisterhood of Space Fairies
joins forces with the brave Astra-Knights of Earth for one
last confrontation with the
evil Drakonian Empire. Performances will be held in the
Children’s Theater. Tickets
are $1 for nonmembers in addition to park admission, and
members receive two-for-one
admission. Tickets can be purchased at the Fairytale Town
main gate or at the entrance
to the Children’s Theater.
For more information, visit
fairytaletown.org or call (916)
808-7462.
Jackie Greene Live at Fairytale
Town
Saturday, August 18, Gates open
6:30 p.m., Concert starts 8 p.m.
Sacramento favorite Jackie
Greene returns to Fairytale
Town for a fourth annual benefit concert. Taking place on
the park’s Mother Goose Stage,
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Photo courtesy Fairytale Town

the outdoor concert supports
Fairytale Town’s education programs and park improvements.
Ticket prices are $25 if purchased in June; $30 in July;
and $35 in August. For concert
rules and restrictions, please visit
fairytaletown.org.
Teacher Workshop: Giving
Voice to Children’s Literature
Wednesday, August 29, 4:30 to
6:30 p.m.
Learn easy and effective readaloud techniques from Francie
Dillon, a professor of children’s
literature at Sacramento State
University. Her simple techniques make reading and learning
fun for everyone. This workshop
is free, but preregistration is
required. To register, please
email rsvp@fairytaletown.org.
For more information, visit
fairytaletown.org or call (916)
808-7462.

About Fairytale Town
Fairytale Town is a 501 (c)(3)
non-profit children’s park and
educational center in Land Park
whose mission is to promote the
imagination, creativity and education of children. Established in
1959, Fairytale Town is home to
25 three-dimensional play sets based
on favorite fairytales and nursery
rhymes, a family of 22 rare and

miniature breed animals, three
interactive learning gardens and
two performing arts stages. From
March through October, the park
is open daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
From November through February,
the park is open Thursday through
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
weather permitting. For more information, visit www.fairytaletown.org
or call (916) 808-7462.

Pop-Up Cinema: “The Wizard
of Oz”
Friday, August 31, 7 and 10 p.m.
Fairytale Town celebrates the
completion of the Yellow Brick
Road play set with two screenings of this family classic. The
7 p.m. show features the movie
and fun arts and crafts activities
for kids. The 10 p.m. screening
features the movie played along
with the cult-favorite Pink Floyd
album, “The Dark Side of the
Moon.” Event tickets are $5 per
person. Members and brick owners receive 2-for-1 admission.
Tickets will go on sale in August.
Blankets and chairs are welcome.
Outside food and beverages are
not permitted. Sponsored in part
by Style Magazine.



Discovery Museum Science and Space Center
Rocks Rock! - Saturday and Sunday,
August 4 and 5
Become a geologist this weekend
at the Discovery Museum Science
and Space Center. Each guest 12
and under constructs a take home
mini rock starter kit. Three basic
rock types are given out. Learn about
these rocks and more in the “Blast
from the Past” exhibit. Rock fun for
everyone! Planetarium shows are at 1
and 3 p.m. for ages 4 and older; live
animal presentations at noon and 2
p.m. for all ages.
Parallax Robotics Event - Saturday,
August 11
Get hands on with robots and
learn to solder. Parallax Inc., a
local robotics and microcontroller
company, shows participants how
to solder their very own badge with
a seven-color LED that lights up
and looks just like a mini-version
of the popular Parallax Scribbler

2 (S2) robot. This activity is great
for children and adults ages 7 and
up. Robot demonstrations include
popular robots, such as the Boe-Bot
Robot and flying ELEV-8 quadcopter. Planetarium shows are at
1 and 3 p.m. for ages 4 and older;
live animal presentations at noon
and 2 p.m. for all ages. This is all
included with admission.
Dino Diorama - Sunday, August 12
Feeling crafty? Join the Discovery Museum Science and Space
Center for a day of dinosaur diorama design. Each child 12 and under has a diorama to decorate and
take home as a souvenir. View the
“Blast from the Past” exhibit to get
ideas for your project. Remember,
your admission also includes an
animal presentation at noon and
2 p.m., and a planetarium show
at 1 and 3 p.m. (for ages 4 and
above only).

da Vinci Robot Visit - Saturday and
Sunday, August 18 and 19
The Discovery Museum is hosting
the da Vinci Robot for this weekend
only! This surgical robot fills up the
classroom and is a sight to see. Learn
about this frontrunner in medical technology, and to take it for a trial run. What
a memorable experience for your children. Knowledgeable staff are available
to answer questions on how it operates
and the function it has in our medical
community. A guest speaker, Dr. Afshin

Eslami, is sharing his work with the da
Vinci Robot at noon and 2 p.m. (for all
ages). Planetarium shows are at 1 and 3
p.m. (for ages 4 and older).
Science Discovery activities are from 12:30 to
4 p.m. The Museum is located at 3615 Auburn Boulevard, Sacramento. Admission is
$8 adults (18+), $6 seniors (60+), $6 teens
(13-17), $5 children (4-12), $0 children (3
and under) Ages appropriate for: 4 to 12
years old. For more information, call (916)
808-3942 or visit www.thediscovery.org.

Have fun coloring!
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Special events at Effie
Yeaw Nature Center
August 4, Saturday, 10:30 a.m., Flying High
Walk the Nature Preserve with a naturalist to discover the many
species of birds that use this area. You may want to bring your binoculars (or borrow some from us). All ages welcome.
August 5, Sunday, 1:30 p.m., Critter Corner
Meet several smaller animal residents at the Effie Yeaw Nature
Center up close and learn what habitat and food they need to survive.
All ages welcome.

Beach Bash! Fun for all!
R

iverside Wesleyan Church will host a “Beach Bash” for the entire family. This is a free community event for children of all ages. There will
be waterslides, games, activities, kiddy pools, slip-n-slides, crafts, food
and door prizes.
Join the fun, Saturday, August 25, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The church is located at 6449 Riverside Boulevard, Sacramento, next to Walgreens. There is additional parking available across
the street at Elk’s Lodge #6.
For more information contact Pastor Nick at (916) 391-9845 or visit www.rwcsac.org

August 11, Saturday, 10:30 a.m., Your Art Saves Our Wetlands!
Sabreena from California Waterfowl will share biological specimens from ducks, swans and geese and instruct children ages 5 to
17 to draw a waterfowl. Find out how your waterfowl art helps to
conserve wetland habitats and the animals that live there.
August 12, Sunday, 1:30 p.m., Critters of the River
Join the staff inside for a presentation on the local river wildlife.
Enjoy viewing “biofacts” items like skulls or feathers, and a live
animal, too. Fun for all ages.
August 18, Saturday, 10:30 a.m., Beat the Heat
Join a naturalist for a morning stroll through the Preserve to learn
about the local wildlife and how they survive the summer heat. All
ages welcome.
August 19, Sunday, 1:30 p.m., Tools and Toys
Join us inside to view replica Maidu artifacts made from the gifts
of the earth and enjoy a traditional Maidu story. View the artifact
items up close to discover what they are made from and how they
are used. All ages welcome.
August 25, Saturday, 10:30 a.m., Plant Walk
Stroll through the Nature Preserve with a naturalist and learn to
identify many of the common plants while discovering their traditional uses. All ages welcome.
August 26, Sunday, 1:30 p.m., Cool Snakes
Join the staff inside for a presentation on reptiles and view some
reptile “biofacts.” Meet a resident snake from the Nature Center up
close. All ages welcome.
These are free weekend activities, space is limited. Sign-ups taken the day
of the program, Donations gratefully accepted. There is a $5 per car daily
parking fee in Ancil Hoffman Park (Parking is free to members). Effie Yeaw
Nature Center is located at 2850 San Lorenzo Way, Carmichael. For more
information, call (916) 489-4918 or visit www.sacnaturecenter.net.

Giant book sale!
M

ore than 70,000 “gently used” books, videos, records, and bookson-cassettes will be offered for prices from fifty cents to $2 at
the August 4 and 11 sale at the warehouse of the Friends of the
Sacramento Public Library.
The warehouse is at Suite E, 8250 Belvedere Avenue, just south of 14th Avenue, between Power Inn Road and Florin-Perkins Road. Sale hours will be from
noon to 4 p.m. on Saturday August 4, and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on August 11.
There will be a preview for Friends members only from 9 a.m. to noon on
August 4 (You can join at the door for $15). Income from the sale helps pay for
programs, equipment, and materials local libraries need but can’t afford.
The Friends’ “Book Den” store at the warehouse, with most items
priced individually from $3 up, will be open during the sale, as well as
weekly on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For
more information, call (916) 731-8493 or go to fspl@att.net.
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Yum! Something smells good!

B

aking our own desserts is fun! Yummie cakes, cookies and cupcakes. It’s fun to
pour, stir and taste! Can you find the words that have something to do with baking? Look carefully, words can appear vertical, horizontal, diagonal, backwards
and upside-down. Good luck!

T
S
E
M
P
I
U
Q
E
G
F
S
Z
M

L
P
S
I
I
N
E
L
B
R
L
F
A
U

A
I
R
L
E
T
P
E
A
S
A
D
M
Y

M
H
E
K
C
A
R
I
B
O
V
E
N
A

E
C
M
O
T
E
S
O
S
F
O
V
S
S

Bowl
Cake
Chocolate chips
Cookies
Cupcakes
Eggs

A
E
I
S
C
E
W
T
E
E
R
I
T
C

L
T
X
I
N
L
O
A
T
S
C
D
U
S

S
A
E
S
C
U
M
V
S
I
A
P
N
K

U
L
S
G
G
E
R
L
N
N
C
A
R
G

Flavor
Flour
Icing
Milk
Mixes
Nuts

G
O
U
A
N
I
L
G
L
A
M
F
E
C

A
C
N
U
T
S
E
H
K
T
F
L
C
C

R
O
U
E
R
U
C
E
M
U
N
O
I
A

W
H
B
D
D
M
S
S
K
D
G
U
P
K

J
C
O
O
K
I
E
S
A
A
C
R
E
E

Oats
Oven
Raisens
Recipe
Sugar
Yum


Make it
yourself!
Felt Monster Dangle Craft Grow a grass head monster

T

his is a brilliant nature
craft for kids, who will
love creating their own
grass head monster and watching him sprout hair!

M

onsters can be any size,
shape or color, so your
imagination is your
only limit. You can make this
cute felt monster “dangle” to
hang from a hook, maybe as a
keychain, attach it to a backpack, or leave the “dangle” off
completely and stitch a safety
pin to the back to make a monster brooch or pin.

You will need:
A nylon sock or a foot from
tights or a stocking, grass
seed, sawdust, elastic band,
old yogurt pot, googly eyes,
paper, buttons, ribbon, etc. to
decorate

You will need:
Scraps of felt, chenille
stems/pipe cleaner, pompom,
embroidery thread and needle,
googly -eyes, and /or other
craft bits and pieces to decorate your monster, toy stuffing
or wadding

You will need to:

You will need to:
Cut out a long rectangle
of felt, which will be folded
in half for your monster’s
body. If you prefer, you
could make your monster a
different shape by cutting
out two matching pieces of
felt. You could make a set of
monsters to learn the different shapes - square, circle,
triangle, rectangle, etc.
Fold the rectangle in half
and place a tiny amount of
stuffing inside. Starting near
the folded edge, sew up the
side and half way across
the top edge using a simple
running stitch. Leave a few
inches of thread clear, and remove the needle. Thread the needle
again and, starting at the other corner, sew up the other side and
across the top to the middle. Pull out the needle and knot the two
loose ends together. Twist them together and then connect them
to a keychain or book ring.
Use chenille stems to form arms, legs and antennae. You can wrap
them around a pencil to make them spiral and attach pompoms
to the end of the legs with glue. Glue or sew to the back of your
monster.
Finally, decorate your monster’s face. This silly monster has 12 eyes!

Fill the toe of your sock
with grass seed. Top up
with sawdust until you have
a ball shape. Fasten tightly with the elastic band. Decorate the yogurt pot
as the body using, paper, ribbon, and whatever else you can find in your
craft box!
Stand the stocking ball in the pot with the grass seed at the top. Add some
eyes and any other decorative bits you like. Keep the yogurt pot topped up with
water. After a few weeks your head should grow hair!

Monster Feet Craft
H
ere’s an unusual craft - but one
which is useful any time the
kids are interested in monsters!
They will have great fun stomping
around the room and this monster
feet craft will suit all ages as you
can make the feet as fantastic and
detailed as you like.

You will need:
2 tissue boxes (the hole must be big enough to fit their feet), paint, sequins
and other decorative bits, and craft foam

You will need to:
Paint your tissue boxes any color you like and let dry. Cut triangles from craft
foam. Glue them along one of the short edges of the box as claws. Decorate
your feet however you like. You can glue on pompoms or fake fur and be as
creative as you like.

Crafts courtesy of: www.Activity Village.co.uk - Keeping Kids Busy
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Moss Landing, Monterey Bay’s Lesser
Known Family Friendly Nature Escape
by Carmel L. Mooney

W

hat used to be a sleepy,
little, lesser known fishing
locale nestled between
Monterey and Santa Cruz, has
evolved into its own destination
and world famous wildlife lover’s
getaway.
Moss Landing, once known
only for its antique shops and
fishing companies is now a
mecca for families in search
of wildlife adventures and unspoiled coastline at a slower
and more low keyed pace.
You won’t find fancy chain
hotels, large crowds, traffic
congestion, or high end boutiques which is precisely why
traveling families are discovering and returning to Moss
Landing in recent years where
the once laid back coastal
lifestyle of now larger and
more populous beach towns
is being recaptured.
Locals remember a time,
several decades back, when
Moss Landing was best known
for its smoke stacks, bustling
harbor, and locals-only greasy
spoon waterfront diners. Fast
forward to the twenty-first
century when Moss Landing
has developed into a destination of albeit only a small
handful but nonetheless,
gourmet restaurants, quaint
inns and world class wildlife
adventures.
The perfect place to launch
your coastal adventure is
from the Captain’s Inn at
Moss Landing. The simple
colonial revival style building looks inviting but like
any typical old historic inn
from the outside yet is undoubtedly Moss Landing’s
best kept secret and hidden
gem of a surprise once you
check in. This historic inn has
been lovingly remodeled by
talented innkeepers Melanie
and Yohn Gideon.
Attention to detail, comfort, hospitality and lots of
little extras make this a place
to appreciate and enjoy for all
ages. Best suited for families
with kids over the age of ten,
two of the rooms are connected making family travel
easy. Each and every room
is beautifully, artfully, and
thoughtfully decorated with
a nautical theme through-

out. We loved our view of
the wildlife overlooking the
coast, our toasty fireplace,
and our raised bed crafted
from a retired sail boat complete with a sail decorated
with pretty little lights for
its canopy.
Historic boats of all kinds
adorn the rooms, and provide
beds, decorations, and whimsical conversation pieces. Meticulously chosen wall papers,
nautical lights, desks made of
boats, oars, rudders, sails for
window coverings and so much
more make each room a true
work of art and novelty. Everything is comfortable, elegant,
historic and fun at the same
time. Not an easy melange to
master but well accomplished
at the Captain’s Inn.
A delicious freshly made,
hearty homemade breakfast is
served each morning. Gourmet teas and coffees, snacks,
sodas, homemade cookies,
candies, lovely bathroom
amenities round out the details.
A separate boathouse of
rooms behind the main building or rooms in the main historic building offer different
types of options and experiences. We enjoyed watching
the resident wetlands wildlife
from our soaking tub. We
were awoken to the peaceful
play of frolicking harbor seals,
otters, and numerous coastal
waterfowl at daybreak.
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A sitting room with games
and books, an outside deck
made of yet another boat, and
a parlor full of artifacts, historic photos and a welcoming
fireplace will make you want
to stay and relax awhile even
if you do have outdoor plans
in the vicinity.
Bicycling, kite flying, fishing, antiquing, browsing,
trail walking, dining, kayaking, bird watching and even
massage are options for passing the time in and around
Moss Landing.
However, no visit would
be complete without a thorough exploration of Elkhorn
Slough. And there is no better way to immerse yourself
in the flora and fauna of this
diverse ecosystem than to embark on a guided nature boat
cruise atop the calm waters of
the Slough on a pontoon boat
with Elkhorn Slough Safari.
This two hour excursion is
fantastic for all ages and offers
an unparalleled opportunity
to enjoy, photograph, learn
about and be captivated by
hundreds of birds, sea otters,
marine mammals, and wildlife. Kids are invited to play
special games encouraging
their exploration skills while
parents and friends enjoy
spotting, counting and learning about the residents of the
resident rich wildlife mecca.
The morning we embarked
with Captain Yohn and his

Photo courtesy Captain's Inn

first mate docent/naturalist we
counted 60 playful sea otters,
184 Harbor Seals, 141 Sea
Lions, 54 Great Egrets, 18
Snowy Egrets, 15 Great Blue
Heron, and countless Gulls,
Terns, Sand Pipers, Pelicans,
Cormorants, Avocets, and
more. All ages from pre-teens
to seniors were enthralled
with the beauty and diversity
of wildlife encountered by all.
It was educational, fun, and
captivating every moment
from start to end. Complimentary homemade cookies
and hot coffee were an added
perk worth mentioning and
enjoyed by all aboard.
The Captain’s Inn offers
special packages throughout
the year with tickets to various events included in multinight stays.
While Moss Landing offers
numerous dining venues in
recent years, Phil’s Fish Market
continues to be the areas best
dining for impeccable sea food
and much more in a relaxed
and casual atmosphere. Phil
has won prestigious awards
and accolades from all over the

world for his famous cioppino
and other specialties and has
been featured on some of the
world’s most famous cooking
and dining shows and by celebrity chefs. For the true, fresh
catch, Moss Landing experience it is an absolute must.
Pack your bags for Moss
Landing and experience the
other other side of the Bay.
A gem rich in history, wildlife and coastal charm, Moss
Landing has it all but on a
smaller scale and at a peaceful pace.
An upcoming event:
Rolex Monterey Motorsports
Reunion August 17 to 19
www.captainsinn.com
831-633-5550
www.elkhornslough.com
831-633-5555
www.philsfishmarket.com
Carmel L. Mooney is a fourth generation Californian. She grew up
in Carmel and spent her weekends
and summers in Moss Landing at
her great grand mother’s home in
the 60’s and 70’s.



Farm Animal Maze
Can you help these two
farmyard friends get
together?

www.ActivityVillage.co.uk
10
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Who Wrote That?

MORE ABOUT LeUyen Pham
How to Contact LEUYEN PHAM
Website: www.leuyenpham.com

The Creators of Your Child’s Favorite Books
Featuring LeUyen Pham
By Patricia M. Newman

SELECTIONS FROM LeUyen Pham’s LIBRARY
Author/Illustrator

All the Things I Love About You, Balzer + Bray, 2010.
Big Sister, Little Sister, Hyperion, 2005.

L

eUyen Pham and her family
boarded the second to the last
helicopter from the roof of
the U.S. Embassy during the fall
of Saigon in 1975. She was two
years old, and recalls brief stops in
the Philippines, Hawaii, and Camp
Pendleton Marine Base (near San
Diego). The family finally settled in
Temple City (in Los Angeles) with
the assistance of a sponsor.
The soft-spoken Pham is now
in demand by a host of publishing
houses with at least five upcoming
picture books, graphic novels, and
chapter books already under contract. The winner of several awards
for her work, she says, “Awards are
not important to me. I get really
nervous when people put an award
on one of my books. It feels like the
expectations are higher for the next
project. And I am beyond nervous
accepting them!” With that said,
Pham treasures one accolade: the
Mock Caldecott awarded by children for Big Sister. Little Sister. “It’s
not something a librarian foisted on
them. They genuinely liked it.”
As a child, Pham remembers
weekly family visits to the library
where she stayed three to four hours
at a stretch. “I really loved to read,”
she says. When she graduated to
chapter books, she started with the
As and made her way, book by book,
through the Gs before her reading
selections became more haphazard.
Always an artist, Pham also entered
the art contests sponsored by her
school’s annual book fair hoping to
win the $2 prize to purchase her very
own books. “We were refugees and
didn’t have much at home.”
Pham graduated from Art Center
College in Pasadena and took a full
time job with DreamWorks Studios, where she met her husband,
French artist Alex Puvilland. “They
hired a legion of young artists,” she
says. “We would draw the buildings, the backgrounds, the trees, so
we had to have a really good sense
of design and perspective, and we
had to be able to draw very, very
quickly.”
During Pham’s first year at DreamWorks, she lived sparely to pay off
college loan debt. The second year she
treated herself to some furniture and
clothing, but the third year she saved.
“I knew I wanted to freelance,” she
says, so in college she took a business
class for art students where her professor advised setting aside two years of
income to cushion her entrée into the
freelance world. Pham received her

Illustrator

The Best Birthday Party Ever by Jennifer Larue Huget, Schwartz & Wade, 2011.
Shoe-La-La by Karen Beaumont, Scholastic, 2011.
Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things by Lenore
Look, Schwartz & Wade, 2008.
Grace for President by Kelly DiPucchio, Hyperion, 2008.
Prince of Persia by Jordan Mechner and A. B. Sina, illustrated with Alex
Puvilland, First Second, 2008.
God’s Dream by Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Douglas Carlton
Abrams, Candlewick Press, 2008.
Freckleface Strawberry by Julianne Moore, Bloomsbury, 2007.
One Little Mouse by Dori Chaconas, Viking, 2002.

Upcoming

first picture book contract during her
second year at DreamWorks. When
she finally struck out on her own, she
left with several books under her belt.
In spite of her confidence, Pham’s
young colleagues at DreamWorks
placed bets on how quickly she would
return. She surprised them with her
success!
At the beginning of Pham’s career
as an illustrator, more experienced
artists suggested she create one style
and become known for it, a rule she
felt honor-bound to break. In the
illustrations for Eve Bunting’s Little
Badger series of picture books, Pham
used a detailed, time-consuming
watercolor style from her student
portfolio. When she received the
offer to illustrate Anna Grossnickle
Hines’ Whose Shoes? and Which Hat is
That?, she started at square one proving to her editor she could handle a
style switch. Pham changed her style
yet again for Kathi Appelt’s Piggies
in a Polka.
Not only can Pham handle a
variety of styles, she excels at them.
“There is a risk involved,” she
admits. “[Changing styles] is draining. It’s like redefining yourself.”
However, once she realized that
the elements of design remained
constant from book to book, she
felt free to experiment with various media to achieve the look she
wanted. “I have to evolve to stay
alive and interested as an artist.”
The Freckleface Strawberry series
is a testament to Pham’s prowess as
an illustrator. Actress Julianne Moore
authored the series and received multiple offers from the major publishing
houses. Each publisher suggested to
Moore a handful of illustrators for the
project, but every publishing house
suggested Pham.
To date, Pham has written only
two of her published books (Big
Sister, Little Sister and All the Things
I Love About You), but plans to
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focus on her writing in the future.
Big Sister, Little Sister began as
an amusing 4” x 5” gift book of
sisterly complaints for her older
sister’s birthday. “We have a tempestuous relationship,” Pham says.
It turns out their complaints were
more universal that she originally
thought—the published version is
almost exactly like the gift Pham
presented to her sister.
Pham’s day generally begins at
7:00 a.m. with her boys, ages five
and two. When her nanny arrives,
she works uninterrupted in her
San Francisco studio spending the
morning hours on drawing and

Vampirina Ballerina by Anne Maire Pace, Hyperion, 2012.
There’s No Such Thing as Little, Bloomsbury, 2013.
Templar by Jordan Mechner, Spring 2013.
The Boy Who Loved Math by Deborah Heiligman, 2013.
Friends, Roaring Brook, 2014-2015.
design while she is fresh and sharp.
She takes a break at mid-afternoon
for some family time, but returns
to her drawing table devoting the
evening hours to painting, a task she
finds more intuitive than cerebral.
For the coming academic year,
Pham plans to reduce the number
of projects in her queue. She and
her husband will move to France
for their oldest son to attend school
and learn the language.
Pham taps her inner child as she
creates books for children, yet she
says, “I don’t want people to look

at my work and think of me. I just
want them to look at my work.”
Next month: Ashley Wolff
Patricia Newman is the author of
Jingle the Brass (Farrar, Straus &
Giroux), recommended by the Smithsonian National American History
Museum. Her newest book, Nugget
on the Flight Deck (Walker), received
the California Reading Association’s
Eureka! Silver Honor Award for excellence in children’s nonfiction. Visit her
website at www.patriciamnewman.
com to watch the trailer.
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The Book Report

Pets
Galore
By Connie Goldsmith

D

o you share your home and
life with an animal? Millions of people do. If your
child longs for a pet but doesn’t
yet have one, maybe one of
these books will convince you
there’s a perfect pet for every
child. The unconditional love
of a dog and the soft warmth
of a purring cat are treasures to
cherish. Besides, isn’t it every
child’s constitutional right to
own a pet? Save a life: think
about adopting your pet from
your local shelter.
“How to be a Good Cat,” by
Gail Page. (Bloomsbury).
Bobo is such a good dog that
he agrees to watch a new kitten for a friend. Bonkers does
everything that cats love to
do: scratch the chair, climb
the curtains and unroll all
the toilet paper! But Bonkers
won’t do anything that Bobo
wants, like sit, or fetch or
stay. So Bobo asks an expert
in to help him understand
cats. He learns that cats are
sneaky, chatty, stretchy, and
they like to climb. Once Bobo
has the inside scoop on cats,
he and Bonkers make a perfect
pair. They play sneaky games,
chatty games, stretchy games,
and climbing games. Best of
all, they take a cozy cat nap.
Search for funny details in

the colorful active art. (Hint:
How did Mrs. Birdhead get
her name?)
“I Spy Animals,” by Jean Marzollo, photos by Walter Wick.
(Scholastic). This I Spy book
features Wick’s trademark style
in which he photographs a
number of real objects (such
as wooden and plastic toys and
animals, blocks, marbles, etc.)
on each page with a “hidden”
object for a child to find. For
example, “I spy a fish and a
yellow dog. I spy a mouse and
a spotted frog.” The fish, dog,
mouse, and frog are spread out
on patterned backgrounds with
several other toys. The rhyming
riddles guide the child’s search.
Bonus items appear on the final
pages. This search-and-find
book is easier than some of
Wick’s others. A child as young
as two or three will enjoy the
thrill of finding the toys.

“Presidential Pets: The Weird,
Wacky, Little, Big, Scary,
Strange Animals That Have
Lived in the White House,’”
by Julie Moberg, illustrated
by Jeff Albrecht Studios.
(Imagine Publishing). Kids
aren’t the only ones who
love their pets! The First Pet
has always been a creature
worthy of media attention.
From George Washington’s
imported French hounds to
President Obama’s perky
Portuguese water dog, pets
have lived in the White
House with their presidential families. Some of the
more unusual pets have included Jefferson’s bear cubs,
Adams’ alligator, Taft’s
cows and Harrison’s goat. A
poem introduces each president’s pet; accompanying
material includes presidential accomplishments and
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interesting factoids.
The humorous cartoon-like art makes
this book both fun
and informative. **
Reviewer’s pick of the
month**

“Which Pet is Best?” by
Bruce Johnson, illustrated by Erin Marie
Mauterer. (Treasure
Bay). There are plenty
of learn-to-read books
but few that encourage as much parental
involvement as these,
“We Read Phonics” books.
They start with a parent’s introduction of material to cover
before reading the story, such
as a picture walk and a go-fish
game using words to be found
in the story. The story itself
comes next followed by more
word games a parent and child
can play together. In this level
2 book, a little girl tries to
decide which pet is right for
her: dog, cat, fish, hamster,
duck and turtle. Each pet has
strengths and drawbacks. In
the end, she wants all of them!
Children learn to sound out
words, to memorize sight
words, and are introduced to
vowel and consonant sounds.
The lively art is colorful and
kid-friendly, and the sturdy
book design ensures repeated
readings.

middle vowels (green, tree).
Ending material includes
activities designed to move
beginning readers along at a
steady pace. In this story, a
little boy imagines how much
fun it would be to have a pet
snake. It would go to school
with him and sleep with him.
Then he imagines what Mom
will say and it’s time to think
of another pet! The ending

twist will surprise and amuse
young readers.
Connie Goldsmith (www.conniegoldsmith.com) lives in Carmichael where
she writes for adults and children. See
her nonfiction juvenile books, “Battling Malaria: on the Front Lines
Against a Global Killer,” and “Leukemia,” one of the USA Today Health
Reports series, in school and public
libraries, and at online booksellers.

“If I Had a Snake,” by Leslie McGuire, illustrated by
Meredith Johnson. (Trea sure Bay). This is a level 4
book in the publisher’s “We
Read Phonics” series. The
word games and phonics
are more advanced than the
level 2 book above. Parents
can make flash cards to help
a child understand patterns
within words such as double
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Gold Rush Days’ Returns
to Old Sacramento
Labor Day Weekend!
G

et ready to turn back the
clock to the 1850s! Free to
the public and a wildly favorite Sacramento heritage celebration, Gold Rush Days 2012
returns to Old Sacramento over
Labor Day weekend running
Friday, August 31, through
Monday, September 3. Nearly
200 tons of dirt will transform
the streets of Sacramento’s
27-acre historic district into a
scene straight out of the Gold
Rush era. The unique four-day
event features crowd-favorite K
Street shoot-outs, entertaining
live music and dancing, Old
West theatrics, history re-enactments, horse-drawn carriages, pony, wagon and train
rides, gold panning, hands-on
children’s games and the popular Tent City that depicts daily
life during the Gold Rush. The
annual heritage celebration

16

is produced by the Historic
Old Sacramento Foundation,
the Sacramento Convention
and Visitors Bureau, the City
of Sacramento and California
State Parks.
To set the tone and get the
crowd in a festive spirit, an
impressive and varied line-up
of free, live entertainment will
be available on various stages
throughout Old Sacramento,
including a variety of bands
playing many different genres
in the popular Save Mart BBQ

Patio & Farmers’ Market. As
a musical highlight, the local
favorite Johnny Cash Tribute
Band is scheduled to perform
on Sunday at 2 p.m. on the Save
Mart Stage.
Along with a variety of other street dramas playing out
throughout Old Sacramento
during Gold Rush Days, the
“Burning of the Brothel” outdoor theatrical shows are back
by popular demand. As part of
See Gold Rush, page 17
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Gold Rush
Coninued from page 16

the fun and elaborate productions, the Hook and Ladder Fire
Brigade dramatically rushes to
the scene of a burning building
on K Street to rescue damsels in
distress in a daring yet hilarious
fashion.
And, Gold Rush Days visitors won’t want to miss the
signature Tent City in Old
Sacramento State Historic Park
that offers a mercantile, boarding house, millinery, hardware

store, bank, various saloons,
and even an old time doctor
and pharmacist. In addition,
visitors can sample real sarsaparilla, discover lace making, hat
making, embroidery and even
pan for gold.
Admission to Gold Rush
Days is free and event hours
are as follows: Friday from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturday and
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
and Monday from 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. For a complete listing of
activities or more information
about Gold Rush Days, visit
www.sacramentogoldrushdays.
com or call (916) 808-7777.
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Hands-on-History:

Planting is Done and Harvest
Birthday Bash
Hasn’t Started: It’s Time for Fun! S

E

veryone needs to have fun. Long before computers and video games, imaginative games and
contests helped lift spirits, encourage a sense of
community and fun and brought people together.
Pioneer games gave people a chance to get together,
help children develop and build lasting friendships,
or lead to courtship and marriage.
Bring the family to Sutter’s Fort, Saturday,
August 18, for “Hands-on-History” from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. This day is dedicated to fun and games
of skill, such as barrel hoop racing, the game of
Graces, tug-o’-war, jump rope, even marbles and
parlor games. But, not all the games were for
children. Some of Sutter’s card sharps will be on
hand to pilfer your Sutter Faro game. Guests will
also be able to pan for gold - fool’s gold! Lots of
games and fun toys will be for sale in the trade
store. Everyone who plays a game will win! For
more information, call (916) 445-4422 or visit
www.suttersfort.org.
About Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park
Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park is operated by California State Parks with financial assistance from the
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Courtesy of Sacramento Convention and Visitors Bureau

nonprofit Friends of Sutter’s Fort. As of January 1,
2012, Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park is open Tuesdays through Sundays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Located
in midtown Sacramento on L Street between 26th
and 28th Streets, the Fort offers monthly “Hands on
History” activities and special events throughout the
year. For more information, call (916) 445-4422 or
visit www.suttersfort.org

acramento Children’s Museum is celebrating its first
birthday in August and one of the first celebrations will
be Leo’s Birthday Bash fundraising event at Harlow’s
Restaurant and Nightclub at 2708 J Street, Sacramento,
Thursday, August 30, from 5 to 8 p.m.
“The party is for adults but will feature kid activities with
a mature twist,” said Sharon Stone Smith, the Museum’s
Executive Director. “Activities will include a photo booth,
face painting station, and activities that showcase the fun and
learning we provide at the Museum.”
In addition, live and silent auctions will go on throughout the
party. Prizes include “The American President” movie script
signed by the director, Rob Reiner; resort and hotel stays;
trips; and tickets to the New York City Fire Museum. “Donors
have been amazingly generous and their donations are exciting
and very desirable,” said Stone Smith. A preview of the auction
items is online at www.sackids.org.
Sacramento Children’s Museum, located at 2701 Prospect
Park Drive in Rancho Cordova, features interactive exhibits
that prompt children to test, tinker, and wonder. Even babies
and toddlers get into the act at the Baby Bloomers exhibit.
For information about contributing items for the Birthday
Bash auctions or purchasing tickets, call (916) 638-7225 or
go online to www.sackids.org.  For a calendar of activities,
visit the Museum website at www.sackids.org and click on
Calendar.
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Have fun coloring!

www.ActivityVillage.co.uk - Keeping Kids Busy
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Water Safety Fact: Drowning is 100% Preventable
A Message from First 5 Sacramento

D

rowning can occur from a variety of activities including swimming, bath time, playing near pools,
hot tubs or fresh water, and even with a bucket of
water. This tragedy can be avoided with the correct level
of active supervision and education.
First 5 Sacramento provides the following tips to help
parents and caregivers keep children safe in, out, and
around water and pools:
• Watch your children constantly around water. Never
turn your back, even for a moment. Children can
drown in as little as one inch of water.
• Identify all water hazards. Don’t leave water in buckets where children can reach them. Keep lids to toilets closed.
• Fence your pool on all four sides with a barrier that
is at least 5 feet high. Move lawn chairs, tables, and
other potential climbing aids away from the fence to
help keep children out.
• Alarm your door if you have an outdoor pool.
• Never leave a child unattended in a bath. Don’t answer the door or phone.
• Always designate an adult to watch children at a pool
especially at large gatherings.
• As cute as they are, flotation devices can’t always
keep your child safe. Inflatable toys or swimming
aids can become dangerous when they suddenly
shift position, lose air or slip out from underneath.
• At lakes and rivers, children should always wear a life
jacket. There is the life jacket loan program provided
through the California Department of Boating and

Waterways (www.dbw.ca.gov) if your child does not
have a life jacket. Warning: Fast moving undercurrents can still appear as calm surface water so never
let your child enter the water alone.

Did you know?
• Drowning is a silent death. There are no warning
signs of splashing or other distress.
• According to a national study of drowning-related
incidents involving children, a parent or caregiver
claimed to be supervising the child in nearly nine out
of ten child drowning-related deaths.
• Two-thirds of drowning deaths occur in the summer,
between May and August, and most commonly on
the weekends.
• The majority of infant (less than 1 year old) drowning deaths happen in bathtubs or large buckets.
• It is imperative that whenever a child is near or in water he or she is being actively supervised at all times,
no exceptions. It only takes a split-second for a child
to get into a dangerous water situation causing a fatal
accident.
For more information on water and general child safety
visit Safe Kids at www.safekids.org.
About First 5 Sacramento
Research shows that a child’s brain develops most dramatically in the first five years and what parents and caregivers
do during these years to support their child’s growth will have
a meaningful impact throughout life. Based on this research,
California voters passed Proposition 10 in 1998, adding a 50
cents-per-pack tax on tobacco products to support programs

for expectant parents and children ages zero to five. In the
last year, First 5 Sacramento distributed approximately $14
million a year in Prop 10 revenues to programs and services
that meet local needs. Each county has a First 5 Children
and Families Commission providing unique local services
for that county. Surrounding First 5’s include: First 5 Yolo:
530-669-2475; First 5 Placer: 530-745-1304; and First 5
El Dorado: 530-672-8298.
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Calendar of Events
Arts &
Crafts

sentation on reptiles and view some
reptile “biofacts.” Meet a resident
snake from the Nature Center up
close. All ages are welcome. For more
information,call (916) 489-4918.

August 11, Your Art Saves Our
Wetlands, 10:30 a.m., 2850 San
Lorenzo Way, Carmichael. Bring
the family to the Effie Yeaw Nature
Center to meet Sabreena from California Waterfowl who will share biological specimens from ducks, swans
and geese and instruct children ages
5 to 17 to draw a waterfowl. Find
out how your waterfowl art helps to
conserve wetland habitats and the
animals that live there. For more
information, call (916) 489-4918.

Magic
Events

Critter
Events
August 4, Flying High, 10:30
a.m., 2850 San Lorenzo Way,
Carmichael. Walk the Effie Yeaw
Nature Center Preserve with a
naturalist to discover the many
species of birds that use this area.
You may want to bring your
binoculars or borrow some from
the staff. All ages are welcome to
attend. For more information, call
(916) 489-4918.
August 5, Critter Corner, 1:30
p.m., 2850 San Lorenzo Way,
Carmichael. Join the fun at the Effie
Yeaw Nature Center and meet several smaller animal residents up close
and learn what habitat and food they
need to survive. All ages are welcome
to attend. For more information, call
(916) 489-4918.
August 12, Critters on the River,
1:30 p.m., 2850 San Lorenzo Way,
Carmichael. Bring the kids to the
Effie Yeaw Nature Center for a presentaiton on our local river wildlife. Enjoy
viewing “biofacts” –items like skulls or
feathers – and a live animal, too. Fun
for all ages. For more information, call
(916) 489-4918.
August 26, Cool Snakes, 1:30
p.m., 2850 San Lorenzo Way,
Carmichael. Join the staff at the
Effie Yeaw Nature Center for a pre-

August 1, Magic Program, 3
p.m., 5600 South Land Park
Drive, Sacramento. Bring the family to the Belle Cooledge Library.
Dan Chan Magic Man and Kat
the Acrobat will present a magic,
juggling, and variety show that
includes climbing into a six-foot-tall
balloon. For more information, call
(916) 264-2920.

Nature
Events
August 18, Beat the Heat, 10:30
a.m., 2850 San Lorenzo Way,
Carmichael. Join a naturalist at
the Effie Yeaw Nature Center
for a morning stroll through the
Preserve to learn about the local
wildlife and how they survive the
summer heat. All ages are welcome. For more information, call
(916) 489-4918.
August 25, Plant Walk, 10:30
a.m, 2850 San Lorenzo Way,
Carmichael. Stroll through the
Effie Yeaw Nature Preserve with a
naturalist and larn to identify many
of the common plants while discovering their traditional uses. All ages
are welcome. For more information,
call (916) 489-4918.

Special
Events
August 4, Harvest Day, 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m., 11549 Fair Oaks
Boulevard, Fair Oaks. Hear
presentations by local gardening
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experts, tour the unique Horticulture Center demonstration
gardens; taste fruit, grapes, and
tomatoes; visit educational booths
and the silent auction; ask Master
Gardeners questions at the Plant
Clinic. This free event will be
held at the Fair Oaks Horticulture Center, south of Madison
next to the Fair Oaks Library.
For more information, call (916)
875-6913.
August 4, Kid Olympics, 10
a.m., 4660 Via Ingoglia, Sacramento. Bring the family to the
North Natomas Library for “Kid
Olympics.” Jumping rope and
hula hooping may not be Olympic
sports, but everyone will receive a
medal. For more information, call
(916) 264-2920.
August 4, Garden Event, 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m., 11549 Fair Oaks
Boulevard, Fair Oaks. This free
program will be held at the Fair
Oaks Horticulture Center. Hear
presentations by local gardening
experts,tour the unique Horticulture
Center demonstration gardens; taste
fruit, grapes and tomatoes, visit
educational booths and the silent
auction. For more information, call
(916) 875-6913.
August 5, Community Yard
Sale, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 2201
Cottage Way, Sacramento. Come
join the fun at Fulton-El Camino
Recreation and Park District’s
Community Yard Sale. Shop to
your heart’s content at the massive
yard sale. Enjoy the day in Howe
Park, as you browse the treasures
of your neighbors. Food and drinks
will be available for purchase during the event. Be sure to make
your calendar for the October 7
sale, too. Howe Park, is located
at 2201 Cottage Way, enter from
Bell Street.

August 8, Juggling Program,
3 p.m., 5600 South Land Park
Drive, Sacramento. Join the fun
at the Belle Cooledge Library for
a special program by Mark Bunnell, the Juggling Tornado. Don’t
miss this fast-paced comedy show
that offers interactive and clever
entertainment for the whole family! Expect world class juggling,
silly stunts and physical comedy to
boot. For more information, call
(916) 264-2920.
August 11, Food Preservation
Demonstration, 10 a.m. to noon,
4145 Branch Center Road, Sacramento. The Sacramento County
UC Cooperative Extension Master
Food Preservers will hold this public
demonstration: “All Dried up! Basic
Introduction to safe dehydration
techniques.” This is a free program,
for more information, call (916)
875-6913.
August 11, Bubble Show, 11 a.m.
7335 Gloria Drive, Sacramento.
Join the fun at the Robbie Waters
Pocket-Greenhaven Library with
Rebecca Nile the Bubble Lady. She
will present “Journey to Bubble
Land.” For more information, call
(916) 264-2920.
August 15, Food Preservation
Demonstration, 6:30 to 8:30
p.m., 4145 Branch Center Road,
Sacramento. The Sacramento
County UC Cooperative Extension
Master Food Preservers will held a
demonstration, “Pickle Perfection”
at the Extension office. There is a
$3 material fee, payable at the door.
No advanced registration required.
For more information, call (916)
875-6913.
August 19, Tools and Toys, 1:30
p.m., 2850 San Lorenzo Way,
Carmichael. Join the staff at the

Effie Yeaw Nature Center inside to
view replica Maidu artifacts made
from the gifts of the earth and enjoy
a traditional Maidu story. View the
artifact items up close to discover
what they are made from and how
they are used. All ages are welcome
to attend. For more information, call
(916) 489-4918.
August 25, Mend-a-Thon, 2:30 to
4:30 p.m., 2443 Marconi Avenue,
Sacramento. The Capitol Ballet
Company Costume Committee will
hold a mend-a-thon fundraiser at the
Arcade Library Community Room.
Bring your clothes that need mending. Their volunteers will repair
them on a donation basis while you
wait. Repairs such as loose buttons,
small tears, simple hems, bring
buttons if you have them, they will
have extra on hand. No irreplaceable treasures, please. There will
also be prizes for children and light
refreshments.
Ongoing, Music for Young Children Classes, Sacramento. Sacramento Piano Conservatory is
offering summer group music camps
for kids. For more information
about Sacramento Piano Conservatory call (916) 538-3357.

Storytime
& Puppet
Shows
August 2, Puppet Program, 3
p.m., 2443 Marconi Avenue,
Sacramento. Join the fun at the
Arcade Library for “Jungle Joe’s
Dream Big with California Puppets.” For more information, call
(916) 264-2920.

August 6 to 9, Summer Camp,
3200 Freedom Park Drive, McClellan. This four-day camp introduces aviation to students ages 13 to
17 and includes pilots language, aircraft basics, flight controls, forces of
flight, weight and gravity, basic flight
data, weather considerations, flight
planning, traffic patterns, computer
tools, and aviation history. For more
information, call (916) 643-3192 or
visit www.aerospaceca.org.
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Henry Cowell
Redwoods State Park
Main entrance located two miles
South of Felton on Hwy 9.

Campground entrance located off Graham
Hill Rd. (831) 335-7077
Hike Fall Creek in Henry Cowell Redwoods
State Park with a Park Naturalist Wednesday,
August 1 at 10 a.m. and Sunday, August 26 at
1 p.m. Discover a redwood shaded trout stream
while visiting the sites of a historic barrel mill
and lime kilns. A park naturalist will lead this
four hour, 5-mile hike at leisurely pace with a
maximum ascent/descent of about 400ft. Creek
crossings include bridges and perhaps some very
shallow wading. Dress in layers. Bring water and
snacks. Meet at the trailhead parking lot about
.25 miles up Felton-Empire Grade from the Hwy
9 traffic light in Felton, CA. No state park entry
fee is collected but park donations are welcome.
Heavy rain cancels.

refreshments. The main entrance to Henry
Cowell Redwoods State Park is located off of
Highway 9 in Felton at 101 Big Trees Park Rd
Felton, CA 95018. This event is appropriate
for all ages. More information is available at
(831)335-7077.
Hike to Frisbee Beach in Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park with a Park Naturalist Sunday,
August 5 at 1 p.m. Explore old growth Redwood
and Douglas fir forest then ramble the San
Lorenzo River gorge from Frisbee Beach. Hike
leader is a park naturalist. This is a four hour/5
mile hike we will take at a leisurely pace with a
maximum ascent/descent of about 400ft. Dress in
layers. Bring water and snacks. Meet at 1:00 PM
in front of the Nature Store (edge of parking lot)
at Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park. Enter the
park from Hwy 9 just south of downtown Felton,
CA. Heavy rain cancels.

Old-Growth Redwood Grove
Full Moon Madness Astronomy Night Walks
Saturday, August 4 from 6 to 9 p.m.
Join a moonlit guided tour of the redwoods
and moon gaze through telescopes. Activities
include music, multi-media presentation about
the park’s nocturnal critters, crafts for kids and

©2012 Feld Entertainment

Rancho Del Oso Nature and History Center
Located 17 miles north of Santa Cruz, off Highway 1 (831) 427-2288

“MAGICAL”

“WONDROUS”

“AMAZING”

And that’s just the ticket price.

Tickets start at $15!
SEPT.
6-9

Thu.
SEPT. 6
7:00 PM

Fri.
SEPT. 7
7:00 PM

Sat.
SEPT. 8
11:00 AM
3:00 PM
7:00 PM

SEPT.
13 - 16

Sun.
SEPT. 9
1:00 PM
5:00 PM

Thu.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
SEPT. 13 SEPT. 14 SEPT. 15 SEPT. 16
11:00 AM
3:00 PM 1:00 PM
7:00 PM 7:00 PM
7:00 PM 5:00 PM

Buy tickets at Ringling.com,
Retail Locations,
Arena Box Offices or call    

207507

For information call (Sacramento): (916) 928-6900
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Every Saturday and Sunday in August at 1 p.m.
Come experience a forest adventure on a docentled walk through the magnificent old-growth coast
redwoods. Guided walks meet at the Park Visitor
Center and last about an hour.        

For information call (Stockton): (209) 373-1400

Sacramento Regular Ticket Prices:
æsææsææsææ6)0æsææ&RONTæ2OWæ
æ#IRCUSæ#ELEBRITYSM

Stockton Regular Ticket Prices:
æsææsææsææ6)0æsææ&RONTæ2OWæ
æ#IRCUSæ#ELEBRITYSM

Additional fees may apply.

Additional fees may apply.

Discovering Plant Diversity,
Saturday, August 4, noon
Join California State Parks
Environmental Scientist, Tim
Hyland, as he highlights the
diversity of plants that can be
found at Rancho del Oso. Start
out with a small talk and exploration of the native plants right
around the nature center. Then
head out on a hike to discover
what plants are here in the Waddell Valley. Meet at the Nature
and History Center.
Waddell Valley Wildflower Hike,
Sunday, August 12, 10 a.m.
Hike starts at the Rancho
Del Oso Nature and History
Center.
Take a hike among the wildflowers of Rancho del Oso’s
Waddell Valley. Docent Scott
Peden will lead a 4.5 mile hike
to view a variety of wildflowers
in a rainbow of colors. Within
Rancho del Oso’s 7 different
habitats, there are easily over 50
species of flowers you can view
in a day. Photographers are easily

accommodated. Call the Rancho
del Oso Nature and History Center at (831) 427-2288 to RSVP,
or just show up with lunch, water
and energy to hike!   
The park is located 17 miles
north of Santa Cruz on Highway One. From Santa Cruz,
turn right just before the Waddell Creek Bridge at the sign
for Rancho Del Oso Nature
and History Center. From Half
Moon Bay take Highway One
south 30 miles and turn left after
the Waddell Creek Bridge (2.6
miles south of Año Nuevo State
Reserve). More information is
available by calling (831) 4272288 or (831) 425-1218.
Hidden Lives of Native Animals,
Sunday, August 19, 1 p.m.
On this 2 hour family-friendly
walk, scan for wildlife and uncover the tracks and other “signs”
that animals leave behind. See
how predator and prey (from
deer and bobcats to hawks and
lizards) survive in our streams,
forests and fields. Bring walking

shoes and water on this walk that
begins at the Nature and History
Center. Meet at 1 p.m. at the Nature Center at Rancho del Oso on
the south side of Waddell Creek–
just off Hwy 1, approximately 17
miles north of Santa Cruz / 30
miles south of Half Moon Bay.
Heavy rain cancels the walk. For
more information or questions
call (831) 425-1218.
Rancho del Oso Nature and
History Center NEW Extended Summer Hours
Thursday through Sunday
from noon to 4 p.m.
Stop at the newly renovated
Nature and History Center and
discover new interactive exhibits
share the wonders and diversity
of the Waddell Valley. Rancho
del Oso is part of the ocean end
of Big Basin Redwoods State
Park and is located 17 miles
north of Santa Cruz on Highway
1. Turn right before the Waddell
Beach parking lot, you’ll see a
sign marked “Rancho del Oso
Nature and History Center.”
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Santa Cruz
Mission State
Historic Park
L

ocated off Mission Plaza on School Street
overlooking downtown Santa Cruz (831)4255849

Junior Rangers at the Santa Cruz Mission “Vaqueros”
Thursday, August 2 from 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Junior Rangers is a statewide program for 7 to 12 year
olds. It’s roundup time. Practice roping skills and leathercraft. This program is FREE. Space is limited. Please preregister by calling (831) 425-5849.
Building Methods at the Mission
Saturday, August 4 from 1 to 2 p.m.
Come and see how the oldest building in town was
made. Work with the materials used by the Ohlone to
build their homes and the materials used by the Spanish
to build Mission Santa Cruz. You will have the chance
to get your hands dirty and make your own mini abode
brick. The event is FREE. Call (831) 425-5849 for more
information.
Junior Rangers at the Santa Cruz Mission “Papel Picado”
Thursday, August 9 from 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Junior Rangers is a statewide program for 7 to 12 year olds.
Prepare for fiesta time with a variety of colorful paper crafts. This
program is FREE. Space is limited. Please pre-register by calling
(831) 425-5849.
Mission Cooking Demonstration
Saturday, August 11 from 1 to 2 p.m.
Come to Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park for a
taste of history. There will be a presentation of Ohlone
and Spanish cuisine including hot rock cooking, tortilla
frying on a Comal and baking in our Horno. You can
even sample the creations and make your own tortilla.
The event is FREE. Call (831) 425-5849 for more information.
Old Fashioned Campfire for the Whole Family at the Mission
Friday, August 17, from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
Bring your picnic dinner and lawn chairs, and tortilla toppings to share. Make a fresh tortilla on the comal as we enjoy
live music. Then gather around the campfire for songs, skits,
and stories. What a great way to relax into summer with the
best views of Santa Cruz! The event is FREE. The Santa Cruz
Mission State Historic Park is located on School St. off of
Mission and Emmet Street in Santa Cruz. Please call (831)
425-5849 for more information.
Hides and Tallow at the Mission
Saturday, August 18 from 1 to 2 p.m.
Come and see how Mission Santa Cruz participated in
a world economy back in the early 1800’s. Look at some
of the major products of the mission; leather and tallow,
and demonstrate how they were used. You will see how a
branding iron works and get to make your own candle. The
event is FREE. Rain Cancels. The Santa Cruz Mission State
Historic Park is located on School St. off of Mission and
Emmet Street in Santa Cruz Please call (831) 425-5849 for
more information.
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Bubbles Party
www.birthdaypartyideas4kids.com

F

un Birthday Party
Ideas for a Bubbles
themed party! Great
birthday party ideas with a
Bubbles theme ... just pick
and choose which ideas
you want to use for your
Bubbles party.

Bubble Party
Decoration Ideas
On the walkway to the party
tape down sheets of bubble wrap
for guests to walk on. Hang different sizes of white Styrofoam
balls and/or rubber ducks from
the trees with fishing line. Set up
a bubble machine right outside

Parties!

Parties!

the party entrance to welcome
the guests to the party. Cover
the doorway to the party with
bubble wrap.
Decorate with blue, white
and clear balloons. For a fun
effect you can tape different
sizes of paper plates in white
and blues to the walls to look
like bubbles. Place glass or clear
plastic vases filled with blue,
white and clear marbles on the
party tables. Or fill different sizes
of clear containers with bubble
gum balls or round candies. Use
empty bubble bottles for a centerpiece by hot gluing them
together.

Bubble Party
Activities
Bubble Art - Have an adult
mix several colors of water based
paint in different containers of
bubble mixture. Give each guest

Parties!

Parties!

a piece of thick art paper or a
painters canvas. While the adult
blows bubbles with the paint
mixture the party guests can catch
them on their paper. When the
bubbles pop on the paper they
make fun designs. Variation:
Buy white t-shirts for the guests
and let them change into them
before the bubble art. Instead of
paper or canvas let the kids catch
the bubbles on their shirts. Let
the paint dry and spray with a
fabric paint sealer before letting
the kids take them home as party
favors.
Bubbles Everywhere! -Fill
a small kids pool full of bubble
solution . Set out lots of different types of wands for the kids
to make bubbles with such as
bubble wands, wire hangers bent
in a circle, small hula hoops,
etc. Let the kids experiment
with different sizes and shapes
of bubble wands.

Parties!

Bubble Party Games Bubble
Pop - Have several adults of
older children (or better yet a few
bubble machines!) blow bubbles
for the kids to pop. Let them
pop them with their hands or
give them different items to pop
them with such as squirt guns or
pool noodles.
Who’s in the Bubble? - Fill
a small kids pool with bubble
solution at least 3” deep. Place
a large hula hoop inside the
pool. Inside the hula hoop place
a step stool or sturdy item like
a cement block for one child to
stand on. Help the kids one by
one to stand in the middle of the
pool on the step stool. Have
them bend down and pick up
the hula hoop and slowly lift it
over their head. The hula hoop
will make a huge bubble that
will enclose the child. Have
a camera ready to take their
picture!
Bubble Party Food Ideas
- Soda’s or chocolate milk with
straws so they can blow bubbles, doughnuts, circle suckers,
cut out food with circle cookie
cutters such as Rice Krispie
treats, brownies, sandwiches
or fruit.
Bubble Party Favors - Bubbles; take off label and replace
with a large mailing label printed
with a thank you note from the
birthday child. Pop Rocks, circle
suckers, bubble gum ball, balls,
bubble bath, rubber ducks, bead
necklaces or bracelets, Bubble
Gum lip-gloss.

Have fun Coloring!

www.ActivityVillage.co.uk - Keeping Kids Busy!

WACKY TACKY
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Party Games for five
and six year olds
B

irthday party games
especially for boys and
girls ages 5 and 6. These
fun games are age appropriate.

Gone Fishing Game
Kids who are 5 and 6 love
this party game where they
fish for prizes! This game
needs small prizes, fishing
poles made from bamboo
sticks, yarn, clothespins
and something large that
will hide an adult such as an
appliance cardboard box, a
hallway or doorway covered
with a sheet or a tablecloth
placed over a card table. The
adult hides inside the water
without the children seeing them and then the kids
cast their line. When the
line put in the “water” then
the adult clips a wrapped
candy or small toy to the
clothespin.  The adult can
give a few light tugs, so the
child thinks the fish is biting. The child then reels in
their prize. Kids are amazed
at this game and want to
play it over and over!

Rubber Ducky Grab
Game
Kids choose ducks (or any
floating item that matches
the birthday party theme)
from a kids pool. Buy

several different styles of
prizes for the game. Assign
a number to each style
of prize (for example if
you buy whistles, bubbles,
sidewalk chalk, candy and
stickers number the whistles #1, bubbles #2, chalk
#3, candy #4 and stickers
#5). Write numbers 1 to
5 underneath the ducks in
permanent marker. You
might also want to include a few ducks that say
“Choice” that lets the child
choose which prize they
get. Kids choose a duck
and receive the matching
prize that is the same as the
ducks number.

Hula Hoop-la Game
Divide kids into teams.
Each team must hold hands–
–they are not allowed to
let go of each others hands
during the game! Teams are
given a hula hoop and their
goal is to move the hula
hoop over their bodies from
the beginning of their line
to the opposite end and the
back again. The hula hoop
has to go over each team
member while they are holding hands.

spoons, sponges or cups with
holes in the bottom. Great
for summer parties because
everyone gets wet! Set out a
large tub filled with water at
the far end of the field and
two smaller containers that
are equal in size next to the
teams starting point. Kids
run to the tub, get water
and carry it to fill their
container.

Toe Grab Game
You will need a small wading pool and marbles. Fill a
kids size wading pool with
water. Place marbles in the
pool. The birthday guests
move marbles from the
pool bottom to a floating
container inside the pool by
using only their toes. Very
easy, but a very fun game
for children’s parties. No
need for prizes … they just
love playing this game! Fun
game in the summer for
splash parties.

Water Relay Games
Teams have to move water
from one side of the playing
field to the the other using
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