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Faces and places

Fun on the 
Fourth

One of the most time-honored tra-
ditions in East Sacramento, the 41st 
Street Fourth of July Parade once 
again drew hundreds of people to the 
Fabulous Forties neighborhood in 
celebration of our nation’s founding. 
The event, now 70 years old, began as 
a simple neighborhood parade of lo-
cal children and has since expanded 
into one of the largest locally hosted 
parade events in Sacramento.

Photos by Kati Garner. For more Fourth of 
July photos, visit www.valcomnews.com.
Cover photo by Ryan Rose.

J a n e y  Wa y  M e m o r i e s

Stories from 
‘The Pit’

By MARTY RELLES
East Sacramento News Columnist
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: In the last edition of “Janey 
Way Memories,” Marty Relles discussed “the 
pit,” a remnant of an abandoned sand and 

gravel plant needing backfill to restore it for residential use. To-
day, St. Francis High School sits where the pit once was; back 
then, the pit was the playground of the rambunctious youth 
that lived on Janey Way.

My first memory of the pit dates back to 1950. I was 3 
years old at the time. My parents had come to visit the Ross 
Relles family, who lived on Janey Way then. Their boys, Ross 
Jr., Tom and Jim, took me out the back of the house to see the 
pit (the vacant sand and gravel site adjacent to the houses on 
the east side of Janey Way). Unfortunately, I took a spill into 
a hole. When the boys pulled me out, I was covered with dirt, 
sand and blood. They walked me back to the house, much 
to the dismay of my shocked parents, who took me home 
straight away where a good bath soothed my wounds.

The next time I saw the pit came in 1952. My family moved 
to Janey Way that year. My new next-door neighbor called 
himself Butch. He was a throwback, and actually looked 
something like the character “Butch” from “The Little Ras-
cals.” Butch took me out to the pit. He said, “This is where we 
come to play.” And then he issued a warning: Watch out for 
Ole Man Charlie, the man hired to watch over the pit.

“If he gets you, he’ll take you back to his shack and you 
will never get out,” he said.

That story seemed plausible to a 5-year-old boy. Thereaf-
ter, I kept my distance from Ole Man Charlie, that is, un-
til I was a teenager. A little older and a little more coura-
geous, a couple of us decided to sneak up to Charlie’s shack 
just to see what it looked like close-up. We crept and belly-
crawled up to within a few yards of his gate. His house was 
old and rickety. The outside was cluttered with junk, kind 
of like the basement at my grandma’s house. It seemed very 
quiet in there. Charlie must have been sleeping. We eventu-
ally got bored and ran back to the block.

A unique event
My most exciting memory of the pit came in the early 1960s. 

It was springtime and Jim Costamagna, one of the neighbor-
hood kids, and I had built a fort out of broken pieces of con-
crete. It stood 4 feet wide, 8 feet long and about 4 feet high. 
We placed a piece of sheet metal over one end to cover it. The 
weather was blustery. A storm approached. Jim and I heated 
beans for lunch over a can of sterno, when something caught 
our eye. A black funnel cloud edged down from the sky above 
River Park. Holy Cow! That looks like a tornado, I told Jim. 
We watched it closely, and sure enough, it appeared to touch 
ground. Needless to say, we high-tailed it home. Later that 
night, on the news, our suspicions were confirmed. A tornado 
had indeed struck River Park. Fences were blown down; glass 
windows were broken, but no one suffered injury. I can’t re-
member hearing of another tornado in Sacramento history.

There are many other stories about the pit. My friends 
from Janey Way will enlighten me and in future columns 
you will get to hear them all.
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By ELIZABETH VALENTE
East Sacramento News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

Susan Miller, who has held the su-
perintendent’s position on an inter-
im basis since former Superinten-
dent M. Magdalena Carrillo Mejia 
left a year ago, has extended her July 
1 resignation until the Sacramento 
City Unified School District Board 
of Trustees officially announces a 
new superintendent has been hired.

As of July 13, SCUSD admin-
istrators said, “a candidate has not 
been named, yet, or a confirmed of-
fered.”

As of press time July 14, no candi-
date had taken the position. Of the 
potential candidates rumored for the 
position is Jonathan Raymond (see 
sidebar), currently the chief account-
ability officer for Charlotte-Meck-
lenburg Schools in North Carolina. 
News reports point to Raymond as 
being favored for the role.

“Right now there is no firm time-
line but we hope to have someone in 
the office before the start of school 
on Sept. 8,” said Maria L. Lopez, 
spokeswoman for the school dis-
trict. 

Since May, Ray and Associates, 
Inc., the firm hired by the trustees 
to identify superintendent candi-
dates, have reviewed nearly 50 pos-
sible replacements for Miller. From 
the trustees’ request, the firm fielded 
applicants that have a background 
in business and finance and an “indi-
vidual with visionary leadership and 
strong administrative skills to lead a 
district of 48,000 students.” 

“Several board members agree 
with me that the candidate needs 

to know how to put together busi-
ness plans, who understands 21st 
century leadership, the business sec-
tor, strategic planning, marketing, 
and working well with governmen-
tal agencies,” explained Roy Grimes, 
president of the Sacramento City 
Unified School District Board of 
Trustees and the Pocket area repre-
sentative on the board.

A lot of the requirements for the 
new superintendent position came 
from public comment. It was the trust-
ees’ decision to have an open search. 
According to Grimes, the process has 
not led with an approval from every-
one in the community, but he added 
there are a lot of checks and balances 
in the process. 

“We have to respond to a commu-
nity’s need. This is a business, and like 
a business, we have customers and we 
need to please those customers if we 
want to stay in business. In the past, it 
has not been open to the community 
and the dialog has not been as flowing 
as it could have been. This board real-
ly wants to see more of that.”

Like many school districts across 
the state, the new superintendent 
will face budget issues, possibly more 
school closures, layoffs, and achieve-
ment gap between minority students.

“We do have a gap in ethnic diver-
sity in our school district, it obvious-
ly does not match up,” said Grimes. 
“Community of interest want to see 
diversity reflected in leadership of 
the district and that is something the 
board and the new superintendent 
will have to look at and deal with.”

Salary for the successful candidate 
will be in the range of $260,000, plus 
an excellent comprehensive benefits 
package.

As of press time, North Carolina candidate rumored to be favorite

Trustees are still looking for the right superintendent for the job
Miller’s 
goodbye

Sacramento City 
Unified interim Su-
perintendent Susan 

Miller posted a “heartfelt thank you” 
to community members online at her 
Superintendent’s Message board.  She 
thanked everyone for their support 
while she served the Sacramento City 
Unified School District as its interim 
superintendent for the past year.   

“During these past several months 
I have come to an even deeper ap-
preciation for the diversity of our 
district, the engagement of our par-
ents and community, and the ded-
ication, commitment, and talent of 
all employees,” she wrote.

As a 25-year employee and for-
mer Sacramento City Unified stu-
dent, Miller added that despite the 
cuts and the stress in the districts 
schools and communities, the dis-
trict continues to find ways to move 
forward.  She said that when she 
was named interim superintendent 
she listed three areas of focus:  stu-
dent achievement, fiscal solvency, 
and relationships. 

“I also stated I did not wish to be 
a ‘caretaker’ superintendent; my goal 
was to keep the district moving for-
ward during a time of transition,” 
wrote Miller.

School Board President Roy 
Grimes said Miller did not apply for 
a permanent position as superinten-
dent for the district.

“She did a good job at holding the 
ship together as interim superinten-
dent, but we need to move forward to 

the future now,” said Grimes.  “Any-
thing else would be a personnel issue.”

Miller plans to return to her pre-
vious position as associate superin-
tendent when a new supervisor is 
hired and will “continue to be a home 
grown cheerleader for our students, 
families, and communities.”

Meet 
Jonathan 
Raymond

According to Jona-
than P. Raymond’s bio 
posted by the Board 

Superintendents Academy, he has a le-
gal background combined with knowl-
edge of business and non-profit orga-
nizations.  He has worked with CMS 
since November 2006 at which time 
he helped develop that district’s ‘Data 
Dashboard,” a Web site that informs 
parents and other community residents 
about how schools are progressing and 
allows people to compare schools.

Raymond earned a law degree 
from George Mason School in 
1991, and a master’s degree in Law 
and Diplomacy from the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy of 
Tufts University.  He also complet-
ed Harvard Business School’s Exec-
utive Management Program.  

Raymond said his purist to work in 
education came from working with a 
non-profit corporation in Boston that 
focused on helping at-risk children.

If Raymond is selected for the su-
perintendent position, he will move his 
wife and two children to Sacramento.

-Elizabeth Valente
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July 2009

Special to the East Sacramento News

(NAPSI) - Purchasing a home can be the 
most important financial decision a person 
makes. That’s why it is important to under-
stand the process of buying a home and to 
evaluate your budget and credit score.

Here are some tips to help you navi-
gate the home-buying process: 

1. Save for your down payment. 
Zero down payment mortgages are 

rarely available, so it’s important that 
you save ahead of time. The more mon-
ey you put down on the house, the low-
er your mortgage payment will be. And 
if you make a down payment of at least 
20 percent of the home’s worth, you can 
avoid having to pay Private Mortgage 
Insurance (PMI). PMI is an additional 
cost built into your mortgage that pro-
tects the mortgage lender in the event 
of a default. There are a variety of pro-
grams that can assist first-time home-
buyers or low- to moderate-income 
families. Check with the Federal Hous-
ing Administration or the state’s hous-
ing authorities for more information.

2. Shop for a mortgage before you 
shop for a home. 

Most real estate professionals recom-
mend that you obtain a credit pre-ap-
proval before you begin looking for a 

home. Getting preapproved generally 
means you receive a loan commitment 
from your mortgage company before 
you have found a home, based on a re-
view of your credit and finances. Cred-
it requirements are more stringent than 
they’ve been in years past, so you should 
review your credit report, find out what 
your credit score is and immediately 
contact the credit reporting bureaus to 
correct any errors. You will want your 
credit report to be accurate and your 
credit score to be as high as possible.

Having your credit application preap-
proved shows sellers that you’re a quali-
fied buyer and helps you establish a real-
istic price range. You can access an online 
tutorial on credit from the GMAC Fi-
nancial Services’ financial literacy pro-
gram, SmartEdge, that can help you un-
derstand how credit affects your loan 
options, what affects your credit score 
and how to get on the right track.

3. Become familiar with all mortgage-
related terms. 

The SmartEdge Web site also offers 
a real estate and home-financing glos-
sary, which defines important home-
buying terms such as Annual Percent-
age Rate (APR) and escrow. Knowing 
certain terminology can help you bet-
ter understand and converse with a 
real estate agent or a loan officer.

4. Ask for a comparative market analysis 
(CMA) before you make a purchase offer. 

The best way to avoid offering too 
much for a home is to ask for a writ-
ten CMA, which your real estate pro-
fessional should be able to provide. 
This will show recent sales prices of 
comparable neighborhood homes and 
the asking price of nearby homes. The 
CMA can be shown to the seller when 
you make your offer. This may justify 
your purchase offer and show the sell-
er why your offer is reasonable.

5. Decide what conditions (also 
known as contingencies) you want 
to place on buying the house.

Your purchase may be made con-
tingent on obtaining financing, a 
building inspector’s satisfactory re-
port or selling your present home. 
Real estate contracts today already 
include many of these standard con-
tingencies. 

Owning your own home can be eas-
ier to accomplish if you heed a few 
hints.

Top five tips for buying a home in the Sacramento area

Photo courtesy
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By JOHN WOODALL
The Real Estate Quarterly
Special to The East Sacramento News

Imagine driving along an unfamil-
iar cliff road that has no guardrail, in a 
dense fog. A wrong turn could spell di-
saster. That’s today’s real estate market. 
But there are some things you can do 
during this difficult economic reality. 
You can educate yourself about this new 
realty world and adjust your mindset. 
Here are some practical suggestions for 
buyers and sellers – a mental framework 
if you will – that could be the guardrail 
for your journey through the mist.

Buyers and Sellers 
Whether a buyer or seller, you can 

start by learning the differences be-
tween bank-owned listings (REOs), 
“short sales” and traditional owner sell-
ers. Get good advice. Work with a sea-
soned Realtor who can show you how 
the shifting supply of REO vs. non-
REO properties will affect your plans.

Today’s Realtor should be able to 
show you overall market conditions for 
your area and price range; and show you 
how things have changed in the last six 
to eight years and the past few months.

You especially need to be aware of 
what I call “micro-market” dynam-
ics. The impact of a poor economy 
and home foreclosures is not uniform 
across the region. You’ll find availabil-
ity, values and demand being quite dif-
ferent from one neighborhood to an-
other and even the pace of change 
can vary—hence micro-markets. You 
need to know what is happening in 
your neighborhood now.

Sellers
Sellers should educate themselves 

about what is happening with the real 
estate market where they live. Go be-
yond sales comparisons by gaining an 
historical perspective; find out wheth-
er values have held up or declined, and 
differentiate between your neighbor-
hood’s distressed and non-distressed 
properties in good times and bad. 
Find out, too, if you are competing 
with ROs. Banks typically value their 
listings 15 percent to 20 percent be-
low the local market, dragging down 
the value you of your home. 

Selling within 3 months?
For an owner choosing to sell in the 

near future, they need to learn about 
market trends, standing inventory, 
months of inventory and sales trends. 

Currently, price is king. Sellers need to 
be realistic, understand that buyers are 
in the driver’s seat and price their prop-
erty to be the next sale. An experienced 
agent can help get them the best deal 
available but will not be able to get a 
price that buyers are unwilling to pay. 

If the seller has little choice but to 
sell (difficulty keeping up with the 
mortgage payments, for example), it’s 
more important to elect the appro-
priate agent than learn about current 
market conditions. Select a Realtor 
who can suggest financial options to 
explore and is experienced at selling 
homes under trying/difficult condi-
tions; this requires knowledge of what 
lenders expect and the tenacity and 
patience to see it through.

Selling a year from now?
Begin now to educate yourselves 

about market dynamics. Seek out in-
formation about neighborhood trends 
and don’t be afraid to ask a Realtor 
to help you set up an Internet search 
that will give you real time informa-
tion. The goal should be to put your-
self in a position to pick the optimum 
point at which you can get good value 
for your home that meets your selling 
objective (such as downsizing).

Buyers
Buyers need to consider which part 

of the market segment they will be in-

volved in. Price, neighborhood or func-
tion (more bedrooms for example)? Buy-
er’s need to educate themselves about 
current market conditions in the market 
segment that affects them. 

Your agent should also help you get 
qualified with a mortgage lender and 
even an insurance broker because your 
personal credit history and claims history 
can make a big difference in your mort-
gage rates and insurance premiums

Buying in the next few months?
With a short time frame in which to 

buy, it is critical for buyers to be well-
prepared and financially prequalified 
before making an offer. Make sure you 
select a responsive Realtor and mort-
gage broker who work well togeth-
er and are familiar with today’s fluid 
market and on top of the constantly 
changing lending guidelines.

Due to your time frame, you should 
avoid short sales because they are 
usually taking three to six months 
to conclude – typically taking 2-plus 
months just to find out if you are the 
buyer chosen by the bank. If you’re 
buying an REO, be prepared to move 
very quickly to make an offer once you 
find the one that’s right for you. This 
is especially true below the $200,000 
price mark where we are seeing multi-
ple buyers going after the same home. 
A day’s indecision or not being pre-
approved can cause you to lose out.

Buying a year from now?
Well over 80 percent of buyers today 

spend three to six months “window shop-
ping online” before actually entering the 
market place. Work with an agent who can 
provide you with access to the online mar-
ket place and is available to help you when 
you need it. Use the time you have to edu-
cate yourself about terminology and mar-
ketplace trends. And keep in mind that 
what is true today may not be true a year 
(or even a few months) from now.

While you familiarize yourself with 
the market and your choices, this is 
also a good time to improve your cred-
it rating if possible and aggressively 
save money so you will be in stronger 
position when you are ready to buy.

A well-prepared and well-informed 
buyer cannot control the market place, 
but can place himself or herself in a po-
sition to better pick the optimum point 
at which they get into the market for a 
home that meets their objective.

John Woodall, GRI, SRES is a Broker 
Associate with LYON REAL ESTATE. 
He’s earned a GRI designation (for ad-
vanced real estate education) and is also 
a Seniors Real Estate Specialist, (SRES).  
John helps clients with Short Sales, han-
dles REO’s and is equally skilled at help-
ing sellers or buyers of homes and invest-
ment properties.  For more information, 
please contact John at 916.421.5421 or 
log on to John@ at www.john.golyon.com

Today’s economic realities: Preparing for the unknown

Photo courtesy
Make sure you select a responsive Realtor and mortgage broker who work well together and are familiar with today’s fluid market and on top of the con-
stantly changing lending guidelines.
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East Sacramento Residential Real Estate Transactions • Second Quarter • Apr.–Jun. 2009

Address  BR /BA  Date  Value

(NAPSI) – Deciding whether to 
rent or buy a home is one of the most 
important financial decisions many 
families make. Fortunately, the more 
information you have, the easier that 
choice might be. 

For instance, a little homework 
could reveal that thanks to declining 
interest rates and more attractive pric-
ing, you might be able to afford a new 
home for about what you current-
ly pay in rent. But analysts say home 
values and monthly expenses are only 
part of what should be considered 
when deciding to rent or buy.

Real estate experts at Century 21 
Real Estate offer this information to 
help you make a choice:

Benefits of ownership
Pros of renting include flexibil-

ity, no upkeep costs and the abil-

ity to invest the money you might 
have spent on a down payment 
elsewhere. Cons include rent in-
creases and the fact that you build 
no equity in the property. Pros of 
homebuying include tax breaks, 
the chance to build equity in a 
home and the satisfaction of own-
ing your own house. The govern-
ment also offers incentives for 
first-time homebuyers. Cons in-
clude the costs of property and 
school taxes, upkeep, and mort-
gage payments, not to mention less 
flexibility to move. 

Knowing your budget
It’s also important to analyze what 

you can afford to pay before choos-
ing to rent or buy. Factors affecting af-
fordability include:
• Gross income;

• Funds you have available for a down 
payment, closing costs and cash re-
serves;
• Your debt and credit history;
• The type of mortgage you select and 
current interest rates.

Another figure that lenders 
use to evaluate how much you 
can afford is the housing ex-
pense-to-income ratio. It is de-
termined by calculating your 
projected monthly housing ex-
pense, which consists of  the 
principal and interest payment 
on your new home loan, prop-
erty taxes and hazard insurance 
(also known as PITI). 

Finding qualified advice
If you plan to buy a home, it’s 

important to work with a qualified 
Realtor. Between explaining home 

loan options, the closing process 
and the new government stimulus, 
hiring a qualified real estate pro-
fessional is more important than 
ever to help you navigate the com-
plexities of a home sale transac-
tion.

According to the recently re-
leased Century 21 Real Estate LLC 
First-Time Homebuyers Survey, 
homebuyers who have a stable job 
history of at least two years, solid 
credit and down payment money 
that can be documented are “well 
positioned” to secure a mortgage 
in today’s credit environment. 

If you are likely to buy a home, 
you can find tips – including a 
“Buying 101” section and arti-
cles on how to make an offer and 
choose a real estate agent – at 
www.century21.com.

Renting vs. buying: Information and education are key

95816
517 23RD ST ...........................  3 1  ..............20090611   ... $330,000 
1900 23RD ST .......................  4 3.5  ............20090520   ..... 308,000 
415 26TH ST ...........................  3 2  ..............20090615  .....  270,000 
1420 26TH ST  ....................... 2 1  ..............20090626   ..... 254,575 
1621 28TH ST  ....................... 2 1  ..............20090611   ..... 180,500 
341 32ND ST .......................... 2 1  ..............20090612   ..... 384,000 
1241 33RD ST  ........................ 2 2  ..............20090430   ..... 470,000 
1401 33RD ST  ........................ 2 1  ..............20090619   ..... 307,857 
421 34TH ST  .......................... 2 2  ..............20090522  .....  509,000 
553 36TH ST  .......................... 2 1  ..............20090527   ..... 385,000 
1064 36TH ST  ....................... 2 1 ............... 20090421   ..... 125,000 
824 38TH ST  .......................... 2 1  ..............20090429  .....  349,000 
3156 B ST  ................................ 1 1  ..............20090430 .....   225,000 
3167 B ST  ...............................3 2.5 .............. 20090529 .....   295,000 
2210 C ST  ................................ 3 1  ..............20090501   ..... 373,000 
3177 CARLY WAY  ................ 2 1  ..............20090403  .....  350,000 
3183 CARLY WAY  ................ 3 1  ..............20090625   ..... 339,000 
2209 D ST  ............................... 2 1  ..............20090420   ..... 313,000 
2212 D ST ................................  3 1  ..............20090617   ..... 599,000 
3285 D ST  ............................... 3 1  ..............20090409  .....  627,000 
2731 G ST ...............................3 1.5  .............20090612   ..... 480,000 
2404 L ST  ................................ 2 1  ..............20090618   ..... 272,500 
3209 MCKINLEY BLVD  ....3 1.5  .............20090507   ..... 380,000 
2407 Q ST ................................  2 1  ..............20090623  .....  155,000 
3235 SERRA WAY  ................ 2 1  ..............20090527 .....   300,000 
1322 SUTTER WALK  ......... 0 0  ..............20090522  .....  450,000 
1325 SUTTER WALK  ......... 0 0 ............... 20090401  .....  450,000 
1327 SUTTER WALK  ......... 0 0 ............... 20090527   ..... 450,000 
2120 T ST .................................  4 1  ..............20090526   ..... 469,500 
3701 T ST  ................................ 2 1  ..............20090622  .....  370,000 
3708 T ST  ................................ 1 1  ..............20090605  ........ 66,600 

95819
129 40TH ST  .......................... 2 1  ..............20090420  ...  $250,000 
600 41ST ST  ..........................3 2.5  .............20090612   ..... 778,000 
872 41ST ST  ........................... 4 2  ..............20090609   ........80,000 
1736 41ST ST  ......................... 2 1  ..............20090527  .....  315,000 
509 42ND ST .......................... 2 1  ..............20090610  .....  316,500 
1133 42ND ST  ....................... 3 1  ..............20090513   ...   800,000 
1339 42ND ST  ....................... 6 2  ..............20090626  .....  745,000 
1516 42ND ST  ....................... 3 2  ..............20090424   ..... 530,000 
86 43RD ST  ............................ 3 1  ..............20090424   ..... 300,000 
801 43RD ST  .........................3 2.5 .............. 20090608   ..... 817,500 
933 44TH ST  .......................... 2 1  ..............20090527   ..... 559,000 
431 45TH ST ...........................  3 2  ..............20090506   ..... 510,000 
121 46TH ST  .......................... 3 1  ..............20090603   ..... 389,000 
520 46TH ST  .......................... 2 2  ..............20090625   ..... 474,469 
915 47TH ST  .......................... 2 1  ..............20090618   ..... 297,500 
936 47TH ST  .......................... 2 1  ..............20090417   ..... 490,000 
1402 47TH ST  ....................... 3 2  ..............20090505   ..... 776,000 
1516 47TH ST  ....................... 2 1  ..............20090508   ..... 368,500 
1361 48TH ST  ....................... 2 1  ..............20090529  .....  305,000 
1432 48TH ST  ....................... 3 2 ............... 20090430  ...... 625,000 
1328 49TH ST  ....................... 0 0  ..............20090529   ..... 305,000 
1721 50TH ST  ....................... 2 1  ..............20090515   ..... 275,000 
728 51ST ST ............................  3 1  ..............20090519   ..... 365,000 
928 52ND ST .........................3 2.5  .............20090408   ..... 300,000 
932 52ND ST .........................3 2.5 .............. 20090518  .....  245,799 
940 52ND ST .........................3 2.5  .............20090403   ..... 289,500 
1471 52ND ST ........................  2 1  ..............20090515   ..... 355,205 
531 54TH ST  .......................... 4 2  ..............20090430   ..... 410,000 
538 54TH ST  .......................... 2 1  ..............20090529   ..... 342,000 
1368 55TH ST  ....................... 2 1  ..............20090605   ..... 387,000 
1417 55TH ST  ....................... 3 3  ..............20090515   ..... 310,000 
847 56TH ST ...........................  2 1  ..............20090519   ..... 320,000 
1122 56TH ST  ......................3 2.5  .............20090615   ..... 610,070 

1333 56TH ST  ....................... 3 1  ..............20090630  .....  399,000 
1216 58TH ST  ....................... 2 1  ..............20090407   ..... 332,500 
4641 B ST  ................................ 2 1  ..............20090619   ..... 379,000 
4513 C ST  ................................ 3 1  ..............20090629   ..... 379,000 
5328 CALEB AVE  .................. 3 2  ..............20090618   ..... 280,278 
5860 CALLISTER AVE  ......2 1.5 .............. 20090507   ..... 320,000 
158 COLOMA WAY  ............. 2 1  ..............20090618   ..... 330,212 
1909 DISCOVERY WAY  ..... 2 1  ..............20090508 .....   295,000 
763 EL DORADO WAY  ...... 3 1  ..............20090522   ..... 599,000 
3551 ELVAS AVE ...................  2 1  ..............20090626  .....  225,250 
84 FALLON LN ......................  3 1  ..............20090529  .....  415,000 
4624 FOLSOM BLVD  .......... 2 1  ..............20090430   ..... 389,000 
4608 FREEMAN WAY  ......... 3 2  ..............20090504  .....  440,000 
4237 J ST  ................................. 0 0  ..............20090421 .....   620,000 
4740 JERRY WAY  .................. 2 1  ..............20090520 .....   260,000 
5281 K ST  ...............................2 1.5  .............20090506   ..... 450,000 
5342 K ST ................................. 2 2  ..............20090513   .. 4,215,909 
436 LAGOMARSINO WAY  4 3  ..............20090403  .....  575,000 
5027 M ST  ............................... 3 2  ..............20090428   ..... 380,000 
4143 MCKINLEY BLVD  ..... 2 2  ..............20090515   ..... 385,000 
3951 MODDISON AVE  ...... 3 2  ..............20090513   ..... 370,000 
5429 MODDISON AVE  ...... 3 1  ..............20090630   ..... 358,000 
5744 MODDISON AVE  ...... 2 2  ..............20090428   ..... 387,000 
541 PALA WAY  ...................... 3 2  ..............20090610   ..... 650,000 
5328 ROGER WAY  ............... 2 1  ..............20090529   ..... 355,000 
140 SAN ANTONIO WAY  2 1  ..............20090609  .....  421,000 
417 SAN MIGUEL WAY  ..... 4 2  ..............20090617   ..... 675,000 
5304 SANDBURG DR  ........3 1.5  .............20090601   ..... 300,000 
5619 SHEPARD AVE  ........... 3 1  ..............20090515   ..... 695,000 
5900 SHEPARD AVE  ........... 2 1  ..............20090617   ..... 290,000 
5915 SHEPARD AVE  ........... 2 2  ..............20090623   ..... 362,500 
5333 STATE AVE  .................. 3 2  ..............20090610   ..... 341,000 
5017 T ST  ................................ 2 1  ..............20090414   ..... 335,000 
5409 T ST  ................................ 2 1  ..............20090508   ..... 325,000 
5050 TEICHERT AVE  ........3 1.5 .............. 20090424   ..... 365,000

Address  BR /BA  Date  Value Address  BR /BA  Date  Value

w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m
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Know your neighbor

Tradition of historic Corti Bros. grocery store continues 
By LANCE ARMSTRONG
East Sacramento News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

After 62 years of service in the com-
munity, one of East Sacramento’s 
most popular grocers, Corti Bros., is 
going strong.

But it was not that long ago that the 
store was faced with a major dilemma 
when its building lease ran dry and 
the store was not offered a new lease. 

But due to the community’s love for 
this popular, historic Italian grocery 
store, many people in the city rallied 
to save the store at this location.

These efforts proved to be effective 
and Corti Bros. is moving forward 
with its mission to provide a unique 
shopping experience in East Sacra-
mento.

Rick Mindermann, the store’s direc-
tor, said that he is quite aware that it 
was the community who saved Corti 
Bros. at its current location.

“Basically, (the new lease) is a testa-
ment to the loyalty of our customers,” 
said Mindermann, who has worked at 
Corti Bros. for the past 30 years. “And 
in my opinion, it is a testament to the 
intelligence of these customers who 
realize Corti Bros. is a special, unique 
business.”

Tradition alive at Corti’s
To a casual observer, who knows lit-

tle to nothing about the history and 
offerings of this grocery store, which 
sits at the southwest corner of Folsom 
Boulevard and 59th Street, the hap-
penings associated with this business 
would almost undoubtedly come as a 
surprise.

First time visitors of the store are 
often amazed to see Corti Bros.’ vast 
selection of unique food and beverage 
items.

Mindermann is quick to credit Dar-
rell Corti, who co-owns the store with 
his brother-in-law Allan Darrah.

“We’re just very fortunate to have 
the passion and the mind of Darrell 
Corti, because he gives us the edge to 
maintain ourselves in this very unique 
niche food and wine business,” said 
Mindermann, who also serves as Cor-
ti’s personal assistant.

Corti, who speaks about a half-
dozen languages, travels the world 
in search of notable products he can 
share with his customers.

Growing up working for the store’s 
original owners, Corti’s father Frank 
and his uncle Gino, Darrell Corti has 
had a long career in the specialty gro-
cery business.

This experience included owning 
his former Freeport Boulevard, Ar-
den Fair Mall, Arden Way/Fair Oaks 

Boulevard and Citrus Heights loca-
tions.

The man behind the name
Along with his passion for contin-

uously improving his East Sacramen-
to store’s offerings, Corti, 67, has also 
gained much national and interna-
tional fame. 

Speaking of Corti, who was a re-
cipient of the Who’s Who in Cook-
ing in America award in 1989 and 
was inducted into the Vintners 
Hall of Fame last year, Minder-
mann said, “ The knowledge and 
passion for food and wine that he 
maintains is spread throughout the 
business that is Corti Bros.”

Mindermann, who is a 30-year Cor-
ti Bros. employee and is part of a man-
agement team averaging about 25 
years working at the store per person, 
added that Corti Bros. continuously 
fills orders from customers through-
out the United States.

“Darrell writes this newsletter that 
he has been writing for close to 40 
years and it goes out to close to 5,000 
people all over the country,” Minder-
mann said. “We have a toll-free num-
ber and through our Web site, we sell 
products literally to almost every state 
in the country. We probably have reg-
ular customers in almost every state. 
Aside from our brick and mortar here 
(in East Sacramento), Corti Bros. has 
seeds and roots all over the country 
with customers. And many of them 
have not even met us.”

Mindermann added that Corti is 
very well respected throughout the 
world for his knowledge of food and 
wine.

What’s so special?
On a local level, Corti Bros. has cus-

tomers who regularly travel to the 
store from within a 100-mile radius 
from such places as Reno, San Fran-
cisco, Jackson, Sutter Creek, Stock-
ton, Marysville, Colusa, Galt and Da-
vis.

One such customer, Elk Grove res-
ident John Pan, said that Corti Bros.’ 
unique food selection is worth his 
routine 24-mile drives to and from 
the store.

“The main reason that I come here is 
this is the only place you can buy Saa-
gs German franks,” Pan said. “At $8 a 
pound, that’s more than steak, but to 
me it’s worth it. And would you be-
lieve, I even come down here for Pep-
peridge Farms cookies. They carry a 
coconut cookie that you can’t find in 
regular grocery stores.”

When asked to provide details re-
garding Corti Bros.’ unique food and 

wine selections, Mindermann first fo-
cused on the store’s wines.

“Because of Darrell’s reputation – 
locally, regionally, nationally, interna-
tionally – we are a proving ground or 
a major bench mark (for wines),” Min-
dermann said. “People want us to taste 
their wines and they want to have us 
acknowledge their wine. They cer-
tainly want to know what we think, 
so every week sales reps, brokers and 
wineries from all over send us wine 
to sample. We sample an average of 
100-plus bottles of wine every three 
to four weeks. Every bottle of wine 
that’s on our shelves has been tasted 
by (a Corti Bros. wine expert or an-
other expert in the industry).”

With this notoriety and experience 
in wine tasting and Corti’s many trav-
els, Corti Bros. offers some of the bet-
ter, good valued wines from through-
out the world.

Overall, looking at the shelves at 
Corti Bros., one can generally find 
wines from at least 20 to 25 countries 
and eight U.S. states.

Corti Bros. is also dedicated to 
providing basic necessities for quali-
ty cooking and offering common and 
unique foods and ingredients.

As a new recipe begins to gain pop-
ularity, Mindermann said that many 
customers call Corti Bros. first, be-
cause “They know that (Corti Bros.) 
will either have it or they’ll know 
where they can get it.”

Continuing, Mindermann said that 
a couple of the store’s most popular 
items are a Vignalta herbed sea salt 
– a sea salt from Venice that is used 
to cure fresh herbs from the Vignal-
ta Wine Estate – and (Spanish and 
Portuguese) tuna, one from the Bay 
of Biscay and one from The Azores 
Islands.

When it comes to Corti Bros. meats, 
no one knows better than Mike Car-
roll, the store’s meat manager.

Carroll, who like Mindermann has 
been a Corti Bros. employee since 
1978, said that the meat department 
places exceptional attention on cus-
tomer service.

“It’s not just about getting a custom-
er the cut of meat that they want, but 
it’s also about helping them know how 
to cook it,” Carroll said. “A lot of peo-
ple want a roast, but they’re intimidat-
ed what to do with it, especially the 
younger people.”

In regard to the store’s meat selec-
tion, Carroll said that the meat de-
partment specializes in prime beef 
and also carries choice beef.

“Better grocery stores carry choice 
beef, while the others carry select 
(beef ), so we’re two notches ahead of 
most stores,” Carroll said.

The meat department also table 
grinds its own hamburger meat and 
carries milk-fed veal, California fresh 
lamb, Berkshire pork, air-chilled and 
organic chicken and daily-delivered 
fresh fish.

And of course, as an Italian grocer, 
Corti Bros. offers a variety of pastas 
and pasta sauces, including its pop-
ular, homemade raviolis and meat 
sauce, which Corti Bros. has been pre-
paring for its customers since the ear-
liest years of the store when it was lo-
cated at 8th and I streets and 32nd 
Street and Folsom Boulevard.

To the future
As the tradition of Corti Bros. con-

tinues, the store retains its old cus-
tomers while attracting new custom-
ers, thus maintaining the living legacy 
of this longtime popular East Sacra-
mento business.

East Sacramento News Photo/Lance Armstrong
Corti Bros. generally carries wines from at least 20 to 25 countries and eight U.S. states.
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Reliable Handyman

HANDYMAN

Doors • Molding • Windows
Cabinets • Electrical 

• Plumbing
Water Heaters • Disposals

All repairs
15 Years Experience

Call (916) 806-7879

Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

JOHNNY ON THE SPOT
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Certifi ed Firm • Red Stain Removal
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal Treatment
    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Free in home written estimates
     Call (916) 391-9292

Complete Carpet & Upholstery Care

Measuring success one client at a time.

 (916) 332-5412

CUSTOM CARPENTRY

SacramentoMillworks.com

• Traditional & Contemporary 
Handrails • Crown molding 

• Custom cabinets
• Doors • Mantels • Hardwood Floors

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR COMPLETE 
LISTING OF SERVICES

Sacramento Millworks

CA Lic# 910214

FULSTER CONSTRUCTION

(916)443-4166   (916) 952-0838

GENERA L CONTRACTOR

Custom Remodeling & Additions
Specializing in state-of-the-art 

Kitchens/Bathrooms 
& every aspect 
of construction 

from Painting to Roofi ng

Local References/ Lic# 639780

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231 

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 
• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

FENCING MATERIALS

  AFFORDABLE LUMBER
Specializing in Fencing Material

      • Cedar
      • Redwood
      • Pressure Treated
      • Custom Milling
  (916) 570-3078 PH./FAX/(916) 380-0061 CELL#

• Steel Posts
• Chain Link Supplies
• Security Panels Rentals
• Installation Available $10.75 per ft.

YOUR SERVICES ARE NEEDED
CALL Melissa TODAY TO PLACE YOUR  AD

(916) 429-9901

GATEWAY FENCE COMPANY

Call (916) 425-7435Lic# 927602

FENCING

• Redwood, Cedar, pressure-treated
• Ornamental Iron
• Ranch-style fencing
 10% Senior Discount

FREE Estimates

(916) 532-4475

Philip Braun Construction
Quality work – Great rates!

•Additions • Remodels 
• New Construction • Windows 

• Doors & Trim • Fences 
• Decks & Crown Molding

CONSTRUCTION

Lic. #81461

 NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME FOR 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS call Melissa at (916) 429-9901!

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable
Res. & Commercial work

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/Free Est.

Since 1960 in Sac area

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

CHIMNEY SERVICES

Servicing All Surrounding Areas
(530) 315-8980 or (916) 968-5649

•Stone & Masonry
      • Air Ducts & Dryer vent cleaning

Lic. # 935115

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

Free up your time from those pesky 
unwanted jobs. I do odd jobs, 

plumbing, carpentry, security door 
installation, light fi xtures & fans, 

recaulking of tubs, hauling
NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Call Eric
(916)470-3488

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

CALL 444-0551

DON’T WAIT–BEAT THE HEAT!
Season Special

A/C Check-up–$79.99 

REBATES/TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE/ ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS 

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 
 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

 LIC# 696355

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 10 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

Summer Deals from Les for Less
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Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and reserve your 
space on the East Sacramento News Home Improvement page

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

East Sac Specialists
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

Rose & dynamic
Painting co.

PaINtING

Steve Rose 665-1041

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

References available
                       BBB - Member

Summer Discount 10% OFF

lic# 911035

PaINtING

YOUR SERVICES aRE NEEDED
CaLL Melissa tODaY tO PLaCE YOUR  aD

(916) 429-9901

gallagher Roofing

call dan: (916) 965-6381

ROOFING

*Residential composition
specialist

*Roof Repair & maintenance

lic# 664323

FRee estimates

Serving Sacramento Since 1993

“No job too small”

PLUMBING

  

office 442-7586 mobile 204-4090
Located on corner of 7th and Riverside Boulevard

25% discount for all new customers with this ad, good until 07/31
(discount applies to labor only)

Water Heater   Disposal    Faucets
Sewer & Drain Cleaning/Video Camera Inspections

We sPecialiZe in
•Copper repipe •Sewer and water line replacements •Gas lines - installed

Full Service
Keith & Harry StaleyRiverside Plumbing 

 Lic# 338816 C-36 

PaINtING PLUMBING

roberts landscape
CUStOM LaNDSCaPE

                  aND DESIGN       
*Sprinklers   *Decks
      *Concrete    *Masonry

Experienced with 
Old Garden Renovation

Call: 444-6458
License # 590317

landscaping

soVeReign Painting

 (916) 422-4416
dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

GaRY’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

Free est. (916) 483-1318

all seasons Roofing
We specialize in

 Residential Re-roofing
all types of roofing:

•Tile • Composition • Shake
• Seamless Gutters 

roofing

Bonded, insured, lic. #459864

terra bella

call Randy (916) 454-3430
or 802-9897

LaNDSCaPING

• Full yard maintenance
• one time clean-up
• tree trimming

gardening maintenance

“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

(916) 798-6787 or (510) 300-4906

Open 24 hrs/7 days a week
Sacramento & Surrounding areas

toucHdoWn Hauling

sPecialiZing in:
• FoReclosuRes/eVictions
• yaRd clean uP
• gaRage clean uP
• gutteR cleaning

HaULING

Always quick to the end zone & cheap!

touchdownhauling@gmail.com

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WORK GUaRaNtEED / SENIOR DISCOUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
East Sacramento News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

It is certainly not every 
day that one can witness the 
type of scene that recently oc-
curred at a restaurant in the 
Pocket area of Sacramento.

Gathering together for a 
very special reunion, a group 
of about 25 ladies and two 
male guests sat down for 
lunch at Scott’s Seafood on 
the River on Riverside Bou-
levard. But of course, this 
was not the unusual part of 
this assemblage of very close 
friends.

Renting out an entire room, 
this group was meeting to cel-
ebrate the fact that most peo-
ple in the room had reached 
the age of 85 years old.

And these were not just any 
85-year-olds, however, as the 
core ladies of the group were 
alumni of McClatchy High 
School’s Class of 1942.

Complete with a frosted car-
rot cake, which was prepared 
and eventually served in hon-
or of this special birthday, the 
June 10 event was alive with 
memories dating back sev-
en decades and in some cases 
even more.

A tight circle of friends
Close-knit connections 

around the room were many, as 
most participants of the gather-
ing had stepped onto the Free-
port Boulevard campus to be-
gin their high school years in 

1939, when the 71-year-old 
school was only two years old.

Several women, like Betty 
(Terra) Lee and Lois (Lippi) 
Espigares, even attended ele-
mentary school together.

Sitting alongside Espigar-
es in the southwest corner of 
the room, Lee pointed to Es-
pigares and said, “We went to 
William Land Elementary, 
California Junior High and 
then we graduated from Mc-
Clatchy together in 1942. We 
were born in 1924 and we’ve 
known each other since we 
were probably about 5 (years 
old), which means we’ve been 
friends since about 1930.”

This nearly 80-year-old 
friendship has an even deep-
er bond, since Lee, who now 
lives in Cool, and Espigar-
es, who resides in Woodland, 
both grew up as neighbors. 
Lee lived at 1712 W St. and 
Espigares lived at 1508 U St.

“We lived very close to each 
other and we began walk-
ing to school together in the 
1930s,” Espigares said.

When asked to relate any 
special memories of her 
school years, Espigares shared 
a piece of local trivia.

“We had the same principal 
all through our school years, 
starting with kindergarten to 
junior high to high school – 
Sam Pepper,” Espigares said. 
“He was an excellent prin-
cipal. He was tall and just a 
wonderful man and I was 
afraid of him, too. We were 
always afraid that we were go-

McClatchy High alumnae celebrate memorable birthday

Sacramento area residents remember McClatchy in ’42

East Sacramento News Photo/Lance Armstrong
A group of female graduates from the McClatchy High School Class of 1942 
and several guests met at Pocket area restaurant Scott’s Seafood on the River to 
participate in a special birthday celebration.

ing to get in trouble and have 
to go into the office. In those 
days, they used a little strap 
on your backside, but we nev-
er had that. But we were al-
ways afraid that we would.”

With a grin, Espigares said 
that since boys were general-
ly punished more than girls, it 
would be best to seek details 
about this topic from some-
one like Class of 1942 alum 
Norman Greenslate.

Greenslate, who married his 
high school sweetheart (and 
Pocket resident) Dolores Sil-
va, another member of the 
Class of 1942 and the chair-
person of the day’s gathering, 
knew Espigares and Lee quite 
well, since he grew up in the 
same neighborhood at 2225 
14th St., near W Street.

Dolores (da Rosa) Pierce, 
who also grew up in the same 
neighborhood, drove about 
50 miles from Grass Valley to 
participate in the 85th birth-
day gathering.

Memories to the forefront
Pierce said that she en-

joyed attending the event and 
spending time with many 
longtime friends.

“It’s quite nice to talk and 
visit with your friends,” said 
Pierce, who worked for the 
state Board of Equalization 
from 1947 to 1984. “I have 
good memories of attend-
ing McClatchy. I grew up at 
1308 T St. with my father 
(Wilbert), my mother (Ina) 
and my brother, Robert (of 
the McClatchy High Class of 
1946). There were quite a few 
of us (McClatchy students), 
who lived within the area 
from 13th to 17th streets and 
from S to V streets. It’s a lot 
of fun to get together with old 
friends and this event means 
that we have bragging rights 
that we made it to 85 and 
we’re still walking around, 
although some are doing so 
with canes.”

Sacramento resident Ruth 
Ann (Cook) Pedisich said 
that she was fortunate to at-
tend the dedication of Mc-
Clatchy High in 1937.

“We all marched down from 
California Junior High to see 
the dedication in 1937,” Pe-
disich said. “It was a really hot 
day and a couple of the girls 
fainted. I really enjoyed going 

to McClatchy. I used to work 
in the library and I thought 
McClatchy High was the 
most beautiful high school in 
Sacramento.”

One of several East Sacra-
mento residents in attendance, 
Eunice (Christensen) Locke, 
who grew up near the Tower 
Theatre and sat at the same ta-
ble at the event with her lifelong 
friend, Dora (Marani) Cam-
poy of Granite Bay, said that she 
liked that McClatchy High was 
“a good school that didn’t have a 
whole lot of problems.” 

Campoy, who has fond mem-
ories of her time as the school’s 
head majorette, shared a hu-
morous story about leading 
an act of rebellion during Mc-
Clatchy High football games.

“We had a vice principal 
who was old fashioned and 
of course the skirts used to 
come down to our knees at 
that time, so when we went 
to Hughes Stadium and came 
out during halftime to do our 
routine, I got the girls to all roll 
up their skirts, so they could 
show their legs a little bit,” said 
Campoy with a chuckle.

Barbara (Hawkins) Jones of 
Woodland added that she has 
fond memories of the school’s 
annual variety show and the 
Turkey Day Game – the annu-
al football matchup against the 
school’s rival, Sacramento High.

Also among those attend-
ing the event were: Pocket res-
ident Minerva (Mello) Brun-
er, the event’s co-chair; North 
Highlands resident Mary Iris 
(Smith) Ryder, who worked at 
McClellan Air Force Base dur-
ing World War II; East Sacra-

mento resident Lauretta (Pur-
cell) Geremia, who belonged 
to SPARS – the U.S. Coast 
Guard Women’s Reserve dur-
ing World War II; Roseville 
resident Muriel (Hopkins) 
Payne, a former Sacramento 
High teacher; and Sacramen-
to resident Arleen (Matson) 
Lotta, who taught first graders 
in Sacramento for 32 years.

“Sisterhood” thrives
Although the event was cer-

tainly a special gathering for a 
very memorable birthday, not 
much time will pass before these 
longtime friends meet again.

Committed to keeping in 
touch on a consistent basis, 
the group meets nearly every 
month throughout each year.

Dolores Silva Greenslate, who 
is a founding member of the 
Portuguese Historical and Cul-
tural Society and who gained 
national recognition through 
her part in Ken Burns’ docu-
mentary, “The War,” said, “this 
is a very special group of ladies, 
who consider themselves a band 
of sisters.”

“These spirited and vivacious 
ladies belie their age with their 
enthusiasm for life,” Greenslate 
said. “As members of the Mc-
Clatchy High January and June 
classes of 1942, we take a lot of 
pride in keeping our friendships 
and our many fine memories 
alive for as long as possible.”

And with 67 years removed 
from their cherished gradu-
ation year, it appears that this 
unique group is doing quite 
fine in their mission to main-
tain their much beloved Mc-
Clatchy High sisterhood.
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Get in the calendar

Is your club, group, church, school, or 
organization having an upcoming event? 
Let us know. Send information about your 
event—including date, time, location, a 
brief description, cost (if any), and contact 
information—to Calendar, c/o Valley 
Community Newspapers, 2709 Riverside 
Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818, or e-mail 
ryanrose@valcomnews.com. Deadline is 
one week before publication. Priority is given 
to events that are in the community and/or 
of little or no cost. There is no guarantee that 
events submitted will appear in the calendar. 
To ensure placement within the newspaper, 
please call 429.9901 to place an advertisement.

July

Small works, miniatures exhibition
Small Works, miniatures and maquettes 
features a broad array of small works, from 
turn of the century female sculptor Camille 
Claudel, shown currently in the Louvre, to 
young college students Christopher Dubois 
and Wesley Wright. This free exhibition, 
which runs from July 8 through August 23, 
attempts to display the diversity of minia-
tures as a whole, and will include a num-
ber of well-known national and internation-
al phenomena. A juried collection, Small 
Works provides emerging artists the oppor-
tunity to showcase their work among estab-
lished greats. Visit the show at John Nat-
soulas Gallery, 521 First St., in Davis. The 
gallery opens at 11 a.m. For more informa-
tion, call (530) 756-3938.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Music Camp
Northminster Presbyterian Church is offer-
ing a week-long music camp for 2nd - 12th 
graders from July 6 to 10, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
3235 Pope Ave. Children will have the op-
portunity to learn to play musical instru-
ments including guitar, percussion, song 
flute, and chimes, do drumming, work with 
props and set decorations as well as partic-
ipate in singing and movement.  They will 
also be putting a musical together. The mu-
sical, Fruit for Thought, will be performed 
on Sunday, July 12, during the worship ser-
vice (9:55 a.m.)  Children are asked to bring 
their lunch. Snacks and drinks will be pro-
vided.  The cost is $25.  For more informa-
tion, call 487-5192 or visit Northminste-
ronline.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Summer Concert Series
Parkside Community Church, 5700 S. Land 
Park Dr., will host area musicians to present 
Seven Summer Sundays + One Concert Se-
ries. The series funds the work and mission 
of Parkside Community Church. Suggest-
ed donations for each concert are: $10 per 
person; $30 per family; and a “Season Spe-
cial” of $65 per person for all eight concerts. 
Tickets may be purchased at the church of-
fice between 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday, at the door, or by 
phone at 421-0492. The concerts are the Se-
quential Sundays at 7 p.m. from July 12 to 
August 30. For more info, call 391-3317.

July 16

Sacramento Job Fair
Held Thursday from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. at 
the Holiday Inn Northeast I-80, 5321 
Date Ave., this free job fair can help con-
nect the unemployed or underemployed 

to new career opportunities. Come meet 
multiple employers face-to-face who will 
be hiring for all types of jobs. A variety 
of Colleges/Vocational Schools will also 
be in attendance to help you with all of 
your educational needs. For more infor-
mation, visit us at www.goldenfutureex-
pos.com or www.goldenfuturecareerfairs.
com. Parking is free.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Genealogy Club meeting
Mission Oaks Genealogy Club will 
meet from 1-3 p.m. at Mission Oaks 
Community Center, 4701 Gibbons Dr., 
Carmichael.  Subject will be: “ Intro to 
Genealogy with a panel discussion.”  
Visitors are welcome.  For additional 
info, call Robert Noyes at 332-5753 or 
visit missionoaksgenealogyclub.org.

July 18

A night at the movies
Enjoy a night at the movies and see a classic 
film the third Saturday each month at Didi-
on/Lewis Park Recreational Center at 6490 
Harmon Dr. Doors open at 6.30 p.m. Mov-
ie begins promptly at 7 p.m. Free admission, 
free popcorn and free prizes. See the follow-
ing movies: “Roman Holiday” on July 18; 
“To Kill a Mockingbird” on August 15; and 
“Gaslight” on Sept.19.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Art Show in Lyon Village
Cottage Affair in the Lyon Village 
Shopping Center at Fulton and Fair 

Oaks will host an artists’ exhibit Satur-
day from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. See unique 
pieces by local artists. Admission is free.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Find your roots
More genealogical information is being 
made available online all the time. Learn 
about the web sites that will enable you 
to start researching your family’s histo-
ry at a free workshop at 10:15 a.m., Sat-
urday, July 18, at the Central Library, 828 
I Street, Sacramento. Registration is re-
quired by telephoning the Sacramento 
Public Library (916) 264-2920 or visiting 
www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Singles Luau Dance
Christian Singles Network, will hold 
a Luau Dance for single adults Satur-
day, July 18, from 7 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. at 
Carmichael Presbyterian Church, 5645 
Marconi Ave., near Fair Oaks Blvd, Car-
michael. The ticket price of $15 pre-
sale or $20 at the door includes hors 
d’oeuvres, non-alcohol beverages and the 
dance lessons. Pre-sale dance tickets are 
available on line at www.christiansin-
glesnet.com. For more information, call 
658-0606.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael Concerts
Held at the Carmichael Park Danny 
Bishop Memorial Pavilion, 5750 Grant 
Ave., in Carmichael, see La Familia 
Loca, Saturday from 6 to 8 p.m. Spon-
sored by Aegis Living of Carmichael 
and Point West Insurance Associates. 
Invite your family, friends and neigh-
bors for this free community event.  
Bring a blanket, lawn chairs and enjoy 
the evening watching these concerts un-
der the trees.  

July 20

Medical care tips presented at 

Arden-Dimick Library
Local practicing family physician and author 
Davis Liu, M.D. will share valuable tips on 
receiving the best medical care and getting 
the most out of one’s doctors’ visits at 6:30 
p.m., Monday, July 20, at Arden-Dimick Li-
brary, 891 Watt Avenue. He covers this top-
ic in depth in his book, Stay Healthy, Live 
Longer, Spend Wisely: Making Intelli-
gent Choices in America’s Healthcare Sys-
tem, with the critical information needed 
to make intelligent medical and related fi-
nancial issues. Dr. Lieu’s book will be avail-
able for purchase and signing at the pro-
gram’s conclusion. For more information, 
telephone the Sacramento Public Library at 
(916) 264-2920 or visit www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Paratransit Mobility Training
Come learn about navigating the RT Bus 
system, senior discounts and how to sign 
up for Paratransit.  Do you qualify for a free 
lifetime RT bus pass?  Come and find out 
Monday at 1:30 p.m. at the Ethel Hart Se-
nior Center, 915 27th St. Free to public.  
Info:  916-808-5462.

July 22

Lower House Payment
Attend this free seminar to get answers on 
short sales vs. loan modifications. The meet-
ing is 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 4305 Freeport 
Blvd. RSVP Deb Luna or Anthony Car-
rillo at www.cookrealty.net or 834-1947 or 
833-6266.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Accordion Club meeting
The Golden State Accordion Club wel-
comes the public to our meeting on 
Wednesday. Warm-up music by one of our 
featured players, David Lee, starts at 6:30 
p.m. at the Dante Club, 2330 Fair Oaks 
Blvd., Sacramento. You can bring dinner or 
snacks. No host bar. Admission is $4.

July 23

Senior Legal Hotline Workshop
Reverse Mortgages. Are they as good as the 
brokers offering them make them sound? 
How do they work? How can you deter-
mine if one may work for you? 1 p.m. Eth-
el Hart Senior Center, 915 27th St. Free. 
808-5462.



�� East Sacramento News  •  July 16, 2009  •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

Your services Are needed
cALL melissa todAY to pLAce Your  Ad

(916) 429-9901

roses Hair design

BEAUTY SALON

(916) 457-6659 

Specializing in the Mature 
Woman since 1995

Senior Pedicures
We STILL use rollers!

394 – 45th St (45th & D Street)

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

HeLp At Home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

YOUr Ad ShOULd BE hErE!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Asbury Park
SKILLEd NUrSING FACILITY

• 24 hour admission availability
• Short term skilled nursing services
• Long term care
• Hospice services

(916) 649-2000
 www.jdlhealthcare.com

nursing & rehabilitation center
(916)455-1880

rebuiLding togetHer

Vision: All homeowners in our community live 

in a safe, healthy & efficient home.

www.rebuildingtogethersacramento.org

safe at Home Fall preven-
tion program

Call to schedule a safety assessment of your home! 
FREE or for-a-fee depending on eligibility

• grab bars • Hand rails • night lights 
• smoke detectors • shower stools 
• Fabrication of outdoor railings

transition/relocation

Home sAFetY

HOUSECLEANERS/ERRANDS

Residential Care Facility
for the Elderly now accepting 

applications for residents.
Let us care for your loved ones.

Woods Retreat

ELdErLY CArE

owner-operated (916) 421-5845

state Lic #340306720

AntennA removAl
AntennA removAl

Conover’s Antenna removal Service
 Why not remove that old, ugly, unused antenna. 

A home improvment at little cost.  
Call (916) 973-9928 for an appt. for removal.

bookkeeping
#1 Bookkeeper
25 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechan-
ics, restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-profit, retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, partnerships, Sm Business. We are 
experts in General Ledger, payroll, profit & Loss & 
Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. Same low 
1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. 
www.taxirene.info.

buriAl SpACe
deluxe fAmily Crypt
For up to 3 persons in highly desired old section 
of east Lawn Memorial park Mausoleum, 4300 
Folsom Blvd. priced lower than current cost. 
For sale by family members. 916 428-4555 or 
916 454-2497.

CAr for SAle
2005 ford tAuruS
4D V6  Sedan ,  fu l l y  l oaded  S eL .  Grea t 
c o n d i t i o n ,  a p p e a r a n c e .  M i l e a g e  3 9 k ,
25 MpG on fwy. Automat ic.  A/C .  power 
s tee r ing ,  b rakes ,  w indows ,  door  l ocks , 
seat.  t i l t  wheel ,  AM/FM, CD player,  dual 
front airbags, new tires. Silver $7500 Call 
978-9936. 

2006 vW JettA
MUST SeLL! Looks new. Auto, A/C, cruise, 
power windows/doors, disc brakes, single 
in-dash CD. 43,915 miles (freeway). recently 
had 40k svc. Asking $13,750, obo. Call 916 
548-2764.

Computer ServiCe
got Computer problemS?
pocke t  Compu te r  Techn i c i an .  I  do  on -
s i t e  v i s i t s  i n  t h e  p o c k e t  a r e a .  $ 3 0 / h r. 
outs ide the pocket  area,   t ravel  charge 
w i l l  app ly.  p rob lem no t  f i xed?  No  pay ! 
F ree  es t ima tes /consu l ta t i on .  Ca l l  ce l l # 
296-7161.

Call Melissa at (916) 429-9901 today to place your ad!

ConStruCtion
philip brAun ConStruCtion
Quality work, affordable rates. Additions, remod-
els, new construction., windows, doors & trim, 
fences, decks & crown molding. (916) 370-3129 
Lic#814641.

hAndymAn
Summer CleAn- up 
rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod 
placement, rototilling, pressure washing/power 
spray, yard work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub 
removal, general labor, fence repair, odd jobs & 
more. references available. licensed. Call les 
at 838-1247.

hAndymAn ServiCeS
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call.  electrical, plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,plaster, 
Stucco, repairs and remodeling, you name it! lic# 
908942. Call Steven at 230-2114

gift baskets & books

Call for infor (916) 519-8128

sHeRRY’s WoRLD of
baskets & books

• Surprise gift baskets
• Unique journals
• Custom photo albums

sell your car! 429-9901

Advertise in California Kids! 
Serving Greater Sacramento, 

For more information, call
(916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

$1,350 includes utilities, heat, hot water, w/s/g, 1,200 sq ft.
1 BR; hardwood floors throughout; formal dining; breakfast 
room; vintage fold-into-wall chairs; huge kitchen; lots of 
closets & cabinets plus basement storage & garage; ceramic 
tile bath/tub/shower; personal laundry room; huge windows 
– bright & airy; kitty cats spayed & neutered welcome.  
(916) 447-4545

Apartments for rent
Elegant
Midtown
Amazing
Architecture

$1,050 private/secluded, 1 BR; windowed breakfast–large 
kitchen & laundry; tiled tub & shower; kitties welcome.
(916) 447-4545

Garden,
Treed Cottage

List your items for sale 
in the classified ads

Sell you car fast 
in the classifieds

tAx prepArer
#1 tAx prepArer
25 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including allState returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTeC
registered & Bonded. please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info.
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GREAT CURB APPEAL
Great curb appeal. Large Family Room, Kitchen 
and bath remodeled approximately 12 years ago. 
Deck outside master bedroom. Private office. 
Your client will love it! 2 bedrooms 1 bath and 
nice as can be. See www.63151stst.eproperties.
com $349,000

JERRY KIRRENE 455-1001
DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

STORYBOOK TUDOR
Storybook Tudor on one of East Sacramento's quietest 
streets. As you walk through this home you will notice 
leaded glass built-ins, high ceilings, a vintage fireplace, 
spacious floor plan, CH&A and a large formal dining 
room. Newer roof and a completely remodeled kitchen. 
Simply a must see! See www.1640BerleleyWay.com 
$474,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

2401 American River Drive, 
Suite 150 

484-2030

GREAT LOCATION
Phenomenal Mediterranean home located on arguably one of the 
best streets in East Sacramento. 36th Way on this curve offers a 
superb location with walking distance to McKinley Park. This 
home offers a large porch, central heat & air, vintage fireplace, 
large breakfast nook, coved ceilings and a spacious floor plan. 
Updated kitchen connects to the large backyard which is perfect 
for entertaining! See www.395-36thWay.com $499,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

Visit Our Web Site: www.windermeredunnigan.com

BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED
This beautifully remodeled 3 bedroom home includes a family 
room and enclosed patio overlooking a park-like yard ideal 
for entertaining or growing your own produce in the separate 
garden area. The home was recently remodeled w/ decorator 
colors, crown molding, granite counters, dual fuel stove & 
refinished wood, travertine & slate floors, and dual paned 
windows. See www.1060PiedmontDr.com $359,500

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

BETTER THAN ORIGINAL
4br/2.5ba 2500+ sf home. Three-phase stucco w/tile roof & dual 
pane windows make this 1944 Mediterranean better than the origi-
nal. Gleaming wood floors, custom gas fireplace, beautiful & unique 
lighting, granite kitchen, custom alderwood cabinets with Subzero 
Wolf appliances combine to make this home one of a kind. Multi-
zone central HVAC and whole-house fan also make it efficient. See 
www.70034thst.greatcustomehome.com $929,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

EAST SAC COLONIAL
Private property w/paved road leading to gated entrance. Located on 0.4 
acres, includes hardwood floors, leaded glass windows, crown molding, 2 
master suites (1 downstairs), 2 fireplaces, formal living & dining rooms, 
spacious family room, remodeled kitchen, sun room, home office & 3 car 
garage. You will not find this size lot & quality home in East Sac for such 
an amazing price. See www.EastSacColonial1.com $785,000

KARA LABELLA PARKER 716-3313

STUNNING CRAFTSMAN
Stunning 24' entry, with open floor plan. Wide plank cherry floors, 
huge kitchen /great room combo w/ fireplace, home theater & surround 
sound. Granite counters.  Spectacular master suite with 3 closets, 
granite, custom cabinet sinks, spacious shower & tub. High ceilings 
throughout with lots of light. Oversized 3 car garage w/ lots storage. 
RV or boat storage. See www.gstreethome.com $1,195,000

COLLEEN WIFVAT 719-2324

CLASSIC FRENCH NORMANDY ESTATE
Loaded with charm! Breath-taking from the moment 
you walk into the formal entry w/stunning staircase & 
beautifully refinished random plank hardwood floors. 
Large living room w/inviting fireplace & beamed ceiling. 
Outdoor fireplace & patio.  See www.1432-45thStreet.
com $1,250,000

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

FABULOUS LOCATION
Immaculate three bedroom, two bath located in the 
heart of East Sacramento!!! Open floor plan includes 
a gourmet kitchen,  vintage fireplace, completely up-
dated bathrooms, large basement and three bedrooms 
upstairs. Quiet tree-lined street located within minutes 
of shops and restaurants. See www.windermeredun-
nigan.com $749,921

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

MCKINLEY PARK
Wonderful McKinley Park home, 2 story brick Tudor 
w/ 4 bedrooms & 2 baths, large kitchen w/ breakfast 
nook, hardwood floors, tankless hot water system,  
spacious living room w/ high ceilings & fireplace, large 
formal dining area w/ leaded glass built-ins overlooks 
a dramatic waterfall. Backyard ready for entertaining.  
See www.57733rdst.eproperties.com $625,000

CHRIS BALESTRERI 996-2244


