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Hoops at  St. Mary’s  
School

J a n e y  Wa y  M e m o r i e s

By MARTY RELLES
East Sacramentov News columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

Boom, boom, boom, boom.
I remember that sound as if it were yes-

terday: the sound of Dave Jurin bounc-
ing his basket ball down the street. Soon 
it bounced right up to my house.

“Marty, let’s go down and play basket-
ball at St. Mary’s,” Dave said, and off we 
went to the school.

The baskets at St. Mary’s did not reach 
the regulation height of ten feet. They 
stood only nine feet high. Better for us, 
as we had not reached our full height 
yet. 

Nor were the courts regulation length. 
No matter, we usually played half court 
ball anyway: one-on-one to a score of 22 
points. You had to win by four points 
or the game continued. Dave and I were 
equal in size and skill so we played very 
competitive games.

Soon, other kids arrived and awaited 
their turn to play.

The winner of the first game played 
the next in line and so on. The loser sat 
out.

Dan Petrocchi often saw us and came 
over from his house on M Street. Don 
Agostinelli usually came over the fence 
from his N Street home as soon as he 
heard us playing. Jim Ducray played with 
us, as did Lou Viani.

If a total of four people showed up, 
we played two-on-two, half court bas-
ketball. If six showed up, we began play-
ing a full court basket ball game.

We played basketball at St. Mary’s al-
most year around. We didn’t play in the 
rain or if it got real cold. Otherwise, we 
played daily, after school, before it got 
dark. As we had no coaching, we taught 
ourselves the “ins and outs” of compet-
itive basket ball: dribbling, passing, 
shooting and defense. Later I utilized 
these skills in Catholic Youth Organiza-
tion basketball. I did not play basketball 
in high school. I chose football instead, 
but the completion at St. Mary’s was as 
intense as any organized competition.

When I grew taller, I learned to dunk 
the basketball on the 9-foot rims at St. 
Mary’s. What a thrill that was to dunk 
the ball like Wilt Chamberlain did on 
television. I usually just did it in prac-
tice, but a few times I did it in actual 
games, to the “oohs” and “aahs” of my fel-
low competitors.

Sadly, I never could dunk the ball on 
a regulation 10-foot basket, but at St. 
Mary’s I strutted my stuff.

We all did.
Dave had a smooth 10-foot jump shot. 

Dan drove hard to the basket to slam 
in lay-ups. Don dribbled practically 
through our legs to drive the hoop and 
score. We had some epic games.

I drove by St. Mary’s School the other 
day, heading toward our family home on 
Janey Way. The baskets still stand exact-
ly where we played 50 years ago. A new 
generation of children now play there.

I can still hear the sounds of the ball, 
the squeak of the shoes and the thump 
of bodies banging into one another. An-
other exhilarating Janey Way memory.
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‘Beary’ appreciated…
Employees from five Glidden Profession-

al Paint Centers in the area volunteered to 
spend the day painting the Children’s Crisis 
Nursery at the Sacramento Children’s Home 
as part of AkzoNobel’s “Global Color Week” 
on Oct. 7.

Existing murals were carefully preserved as walls 
and other items got fresh coats of paint. The result 
was a cheerful, colorful look that the volunteers 
hoped would allow the children to experience col-
or, joy, engagement and a sense of community.

Here, Jim Haynie and Tammie Butler pre-
pare to “touch up” around an existing mural in 
the home.

“AkzoNobel Paints is committed to 
transforming the communities in which 

we live and work,” said Eric Stasiowski, di-
rector of communications for AkzoNobel. 
“ Through our volunteer efforts in Sacra-
mento , we’re excited to enhance the en-
vironment of the Sacramento Children’s 
Home.”

Photo courtesy
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By SuSAn LAiRd
East Sacramento News editor
susan@valcomnews.com

Every winter, millions of 
creatures migrate though 
California. Monarch but-
terflies are returning to 
Carmel. Hummingbirds 
are headed for Mexico. 
And waterfowl, including 
the tundra swan, are head-
ing for their favorite winter 
habitats in Baja California.

Tundra swans are the 
most common swan in 
North America. The bird 
is completely white, al-
though the head and neck 
can appear rusty, due to 
contact with ferrous min-
erals in marsh soils where 
the birds feed. They have 
black legs and a black bill 
that usually has a yellow 
spot at the base.

Tundra swans are strong 
fliers and fly either in a 
straight line or in a clas-
sic “ V ” formation. These 
birds prefer habitats that 
include marshy lakes, 
bays and tundra – espe-

cially locations in Can-
ada where tree growth is 
hindered by low temper-
atures and short growing 
seasons.

The birds mate for life, 
producing their young in 
the spring. It is not uncom-
mon for cygnets – young 
swans – to do their first 
migration south with their 
parents. Tundra swans have 
a long lifespan, and few 
predators outside of man. 
A tundra swan can live as 
long as 20 years or more.

California’s Department 
of Fish and Game is offer-
ing an opportunity to view 
these amazing creatures as 
they make their journey 
south, starting in Novem-
ber and running through 
the migratory season’s end 
in February. Members of 
the public are invited to 
register for a naturalist-led 
swan tour of Marysville’s 
rice and waterfowl area.

Co-hosted by local rice 
farmers and land owners, 
these tours will focus on 

finding tundra swans, as 
this tract is one of the best 
locations for seeing swans 
in California.

“We’ll be scouting for the 
sheets of white – namely the 
swans – and other assorted 
waterfowl,” said Bruce For-
man, naturalist for the De-
partment of Fish and Game. 
“It’s also a special treat to see 
a bald eagle, as this is also 
bald eagle habitat.”

Ducks, geese, cranes, 
shorebirds, white pelicans, 
herons, egrets and raptors 
are also commonly seen in 
this area, known as Dis-
trict 10. The area contains 
23,000 acres of rice fields 
and restored habit not nor-
mally open to the public.

“Part of the experience 
will be learning about the 
importance of rice farm-
ing as critical habitat for 
many kinds of waterfowl,” 
Forman said.

Tours will be held on the 
second and third Saturdays of 

Swan tours focus on migratory 
waterfowl in Sacramento Valley

See Swans, page 6
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each month from 9 a.m.–11 
a.m., November through Feb-
ruary. These are driving tours 
along a short route with very 
little walking required.

Pre-registration is re-
quired on the department’s 
website, www.dfg.ca.gov/
regions/2/SwanTours. 

Up to 30 people may reg-
ister for each tour. The tours 
are free, but registrants are 
encouraged to make a dona-
tion online to the Califor-
nia Wildlife Foundation to 
support the program.

The swan tours are part of 
DFG’s wildlife viewing ser-

vices program, which includes 
similar outdoors opportu-
nities at Gray Lodge Wild-
life Area, Yolo Basin Wildlife 
Area, Isenberg Crane Reserve 
and North Table Mountain 
Ecological Reserve. For more 
information about the swan 
tours, call (916) 358-2852.

Photo courtesy of Ashok Khosla, www.seeingbirds.com
Tundra swans migrate south from Canada through the Sacramento Valley during the months of November through February. 
These graceful birds can flock in numbers so great that they can appear “as a sea of white.” The California Department of 
Fish and Game is offering tours to view these creatures as they migrate south.

Swans: Private lands will open for tours
Continued from page 5
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By SuSAn LAiRd
East Sacramento News editor
susan@valcomnews.com

Close to two thousand Sacramento area res-
idents attended the Emergency Preparedness 
Fair held on Oct. 16.

The first 400 attendees received complimen-
tary emergency kits until supplies ran out. Ev-
eryone who attended received information on 
how to prepare for a disaster, whether by fire, 
flood, earthquake or via a medical or finan-
cial emergency. The key is to be as prepared 
as possible.

Attendees had the opportunity to speak with 
members of Sacramento DART (Drowning 
Accident Rescue Team), the Sacramento Fire 
Department, the Sacramento Police Depart-
ment Neighborhood Watch, and members of 
the National Guard who landed an Army Na-
tional Guard HH60 rescue helicopter on a 
nearby field.

The event was sponsored by the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Sacramen-
to Stake, Councilmember Bonnie Pannell, 
Councilmember Robbie Waters, County Su-
pervisor Jimmie Yee and the Sacramento Of-
fice of Emergency Services.

Emergency Preparedness Fair well attended
Photos courtesy of John McKinney
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document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

10% off SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

loving companions

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

special alzheimer’s living

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

senior move manaGers

roses hair design

BeaUTY salon

(916) 457-6659 

Specializing in the Mature 
Woman since 1995

Need help getting around? 
Rose can accommodate you.

394 – 45th St (45th & D Street)

real estate services YoUr ad shoUld Be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

call melissa at (916) 429-9901 
to advertise Your service

By SuSAn LAiRd 
East Sacramento News editor
susan@valcomnews.com

St. Francis High School brings 
innovation to the fore once more, 
with its production of “Willy Won-
ka: The Musical” that will open on 
Nov. 3 and runs through Nov. 13.

The all-girls Catholic high school, 
which has developed a national repu-
tation for excellence in the arts, draws 
students from the entire region: Sac-
ramento, El Dorado Hills, Auburn, 
Woodland, even Fairfield. It regularly 
enlists boys to try out for male roles 
in its performing arts productions. 
In a pursuit of faith, excellence, lead-
ership and service, the school seems 
to be stepping out to try something 
rather daring this season.

The school is performing a mu-
sical in the fall.

While this may not seem rath-
er remarkable on the surface, 
this fl ies in the face of  conven-
tional wisdom. Most of  the oth-
er high schools in the region do 
their high school plays in the 

fal l , and their musicals in the 
spring.

One of  the reasons for this is 
so the judges for the Ellys can 
view all of  the plays in each cat-
egory, evaluate performances 
and cast ballots.

St. Francis has garnered its 
fair share of  Ellys in past years. 
By switching its schedule, it 
runs the risk of  being forgot-
ten in the running with judges. 
However, the school is taking 
the view that there is more to 
life than awards. It’s about doing 
the right thing for students, the 
audience and the work itself.

“Performing a musical in the fall, in-
stead of the spring gives us more time 
to rehearse, as a musical needs extra 
time for the music and choreography,” 
said Cheryl Watson, performing arts 
department chair at St. Francis. “There 
is less conflict with other events and 
concerts that happen in the spring. 
Musicals tend to be larger casts and 
with less events, there are fewer con-
flicts. We also have more time to build 
the set and props.”

According to Watson, St. Fran-
cis “never chooses a play or musical 
with regard to Elly judges. Shows 
are chosen for the value they pro-
vide to our students, production 
staff, St. Francis community and 
general audience, never for any 
award outcome.”

It’s a daring and refreshing move. 
Whether such chutzpah will be ap-
preciated by members of SAR-
TA remains to be seen. It will be a 
grand experiment.

With an eye to producing a qual-
ity musical, this year’s offering by 
St. Francis should be outstanding.

“Willy Wonka: The Musical” 
will be familiar to audiences who 
enjoyed the classic film “Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Facto-
ry” (1971). There are several fa-
miliar songs, and there are new fa-
vorites.

In the play, a young boy named 
Charlie Bucket becomes one of 
several youngsters competing 
to win “a year’s supply of choco-
late.” What Charlie, his Grandpa 
Joe and the others do not realize 

is that Wonka is seeking an heir 
to his chocolate empire. A tour of 
the chocolate factory is laced with 
delicious temptations designed to 
test the characters of all.

The St. Francis production fea-
tures four young men in lead roles. 
Jake Murphy, a senior at C.K. Mc-
Clatchy High School, plays the ti-
tle role of Willy Wonka. Grand-
pa Joe is played by Niles Swinney, 
also a senior at McClatchy. The 
roles of Mr. Bucket and Mr. Salt 
are played by Matt Pritchard and 
Cameron Tapella, both seniors at 
Jesuit High School.

Charlie Bucket is played by Julia 
Rehwald, a freshman at St. Fran-
cis.

“It’s fun and the whole cast gets 
along,” Rehwald said. “Rehearsals 
are fun and it’s a great cast. I was 
nervous at first being a freshman 
but not any more.”

“I am doing the show with my 
brother who goes to Jesuit and it’s 
really fun sharing this with him,” 

St. Francis High not afraid to lead with ‘Willy Wonka: The Musical’ 

See Wonka, page 9
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said freshman Stephanie Maro, who is in 
the ensemble. “It’s fun to watch him on-
stage having a great time in something 
new.”

Over 100 young people are working on the 
production, and over 120 students auditioned 
for the 50 roles in the musical. The musical 
will feature flying effects and a full student or-
chestra.

Two outreach shows to local  e le -
mentary and middle  school  students 
have sold out . Over 1,000 students 
and teachers  wi l l  attend .

“ The interest  in  the outreach was 
phenomenal ,” Watson said .

It  wi l l  be  interesting to see  how this 
production fares  in the memories  of 

El ly  judges  when nominations are 
posted next  fa l l . Unti l  then, howev -
er, be prepared enjoy one of  the most 
spectacular  offerings  of  the fal l . After 
a l l , this  production was planned with 
qual ity  for  the audience in mind .

“ Wil ly  Wonka: The Musical ” opens 
with a  gala  night  celebration on Nov. 
3  at  7:30 p.m. ($25 general  that  night 
only) . Regular  performances are  at 
7:30 p.m. on Nov. 4, 5 , 6  and Nov. 12 
and 13. There is  one matinee perfor-
mance at  1:30 p.m. on Nov. 13. Ad-
mission is  $10 students  and $15 gen-
eral . Tickets  are  expected to sel l  out 
quickly, so v isit  www.ticketguys .com 
as  soon as  possible.

Photo courtesy 
WILLY WONKA: THE MUSICAL is St. Francis High School’s stunningly unusual offering for fall entertainment. The production 
is expected to sell out. Left to right, C.K. McClatchy senior Jake Murphy (Willy Wonka), St. Francis freshman Julia Rehwald 
(Charlie) and McClatchy senior Niles Swinney (Grandpa Joe).

Wonka: Outreach shows to local schools sold out
Continued from page 8

Girl Scouts Heart of 
Central California 
council moves to 
East Sacramento
Special to East Sacramento news

Girl Scouts Heart of Central California (GSHCC), 
home to nearly 30,000 members, has moved its Pro-
gram Center.

The new Program Center – the headquarters for 
the organization’s staff and home to its membership 
support services, volunteer quarters for training, out-
reach activities, Girl Scout shop, and history display 
– can now be found at 6601 Elvas Avenue in Sacra-
mento. The location is centrally located near public 
transportation and the crossroads of highways 50 and 
99, making the organization more accessible to more 
of its members.

Over the past five years the membership of the coun-
cil has grown by 13 percent. The newly remodeled 
25,000 square-foot building will help the council to 
meet its goal of reaching every girl who wants to be a 
Girl Scout.

Girl Scouts Heart of Central California offers lead-
ership opportunities for girls to build “Courage, Con-
fidence and Character.”

To offset the costs of the new building and maintain 
funding for all its programs, the council has kicked-off 
a capital campaign, which is currently in the “friends 
and family” stage.

“We’re confident we can fund the majority of the 
building with the capital campaign and the support 
of our community,” said Catherine Cardoza Conner, 
GSHCC board chair.

w w w. va l c om n e w s . c o m
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By MARC MALOnEY
East Sacramento News writer

Sailing long distances on 
the Pacific Ocean, Michael 
Caplan says, is “hours of 
boredom punctuated by mo-
ments of sheer terror.” 

The boredom, Caplan said, 
includes spending hours on 
watch in some of the remot-
est spots on the globe, com-
plete with hallucinations and 
some conversation with your-
self, seeing one’s life compart-
mentalized into only periods 
of light and periods of dark-
ness, and repeated meals of 
the same tired pasta dish-
es and preserved canned ba-
nality.

At the other end of the 
seagoing spectrum are the 
otherworldly, sailors-only 
occurrences and interac-
tions that the landlocked 
will never experience: eye-
ball-to-eyeball meetings 
with whales, endless sea-
scapes seemingly meant 
solely for the viewing plea-
sure of those lucky few on 
board to view them at that 

particular moment and lat-
itude, and occasional mo-
ments of mortal terror.

Caplan, a Sacramento re-
altor and a member of the 
Rotary Club of Arden-Ar-
cade, recently completed his 
sixth Pacific Cup, a yacht 
race that takes competitors 
2,070 miles from San Fran-
cisco to the Kaneohe Yacht 
Club on the windward side 
of Oahu, Hawaii. Fifty-six 
boats participated in the 
2010 event, the race’s six-
teenth running.

The Pacific Cup, Caplan 
explained, is a race primarily 
for amateur crews, unlike the 
Trans-Pacific Race, which is 
held in odd-numbered years 
and draws professional rac-
ers.

“In the Trans-Pac, the 
more money you have, 
the better your chances to 
win,” he said. “ The Pacif-
ic Cup is an amateur race, 
run usually with older 
boats and amateur crews, 
and there is an enormous 
recidivist rate. It really 
gets in your blood.”

A ‘water-oriented’ upbring-
ing in paradise

Sailing got into Caplan’s 
blood early; his family moved 
to Hawaii from Sacramento 
when he was just four.

“My whole recreational 
perspective was water-ori-
ented. I learned to surf be-
fore I learned to swim,” he re-
called. “I started sailing when 
I was 12; one of my teenage 
jobs was sailing in Hawaii. 
The ocean became my com-
fort zone.”

Caplan returned to the 
mainland for college and re-
settled in Sacramento. As 
soon as he felt he had the 
discretionary time he need-
ed to be able to do so, he re-
sumed sailing, first on San 
Francisco Bay, then on the 
Pacific Ocean. He entered 
his first Pacific Cup in 1990 
and competed in the 2000, 
2002, 2004, 2008, and 2010 
races. Over the years, Ca-
plan has helped oversee and 
supervise the race in a vari-
ety of roles, including once 
serving as race commodore, 
a post he recalls as being “a 

great deal of fun and very 
time-consuming.” 

How the race was run
A veteran Pacific Ocean 

sailor, Caplan knows well 
the sea and its capricious-
ness. During one race, his 
boat went from upright to 
capsized in the blink of an 
eye.

“One moment, it was five-
foot seas and a 25-knot 
breeze, and then around 
3 a.m., a squall hit us. The 
winds went from 25 miles 
per hour to 55, and we went 
from upright and controlled 
to on our ear with the boat 
on its side,” he said. “We went 
from tranquility to utter cha-
os in seconds.”

Handling the challenges 
of the rapidly-changing sea-
scape is the true test of a sail-
or’s abilities, Caplan main-
tains.

“Usually during a race, 
there’s a middle ground,” 
he said. “You’re on the edge, 
and anything can happen at 
any time, but you’re manag-
ing it well. You’re complete-

ly focused on this 30- to 
50-foot long piece of flota-
tion.”

This year’s race, Caplan 
said, was marked by poor 
sailing conditions, and the 
conditions influence how 
fast each race is run. During 
this summer’s race, Caplan 
and his shipmates aboard the 
Whistler V took 16 days to 
complete the nearly 2,100-
mile course; the boat he was 
on during the 2004 race fin-
ished in just 11 days.

“ The conditions really 
were about as bad as you 
could imagine this year,” 
Caplan said. “ The weather 
was either calm or unfavor-
able. Our boat performed 
pretty poorly, and this race 
was just slow; even the fast-
est boats performed below 
capacity.”
All hands on deck (and in 
the galley)

Participating in six Pacific 
Cup races has given Caplan 
insight into how to assemble 
a crew for a race. The main 

Know your neighbor

Sacramento resident sails into adventure with each Pacific Cup

See Caplan, page 11
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Photo courtesy
Sacramento resident Michael Caplan loves to sail the Pacific Ocean from San 
Francisco to Hawaii. His voyages have involved encounters with flying fish, squid 
and whales.

trait he looks for in prospec-
tive crew members is reliabil-
ity.

“Each person on that boat 
depends totally on every oth-
er person and their ability to 
perform,” said Caplan. “And 
it’s true what they say, a qui-
et boat is the most efficient 
boat.”

Caplan also looks for peo-
ple who are experienced 
ocean sailors, and possess-
ing additional desirable skills 
like the ability to cook or pri-
or medical training or expe-
rience, helps one’s resumé. 
For the record, family ties 
hold no sway when Caplan is 
gathering his crew.

“My son-in-law is the only 
member of my family that 
I deem reliable enough for 
this,” he said. “I hope that 
just he and I can go sailing 
one of these days.”

For safety’s sake, each boat 
in the Pacific Cup is required 
to carry certain amounts of 
potable water, provisions, 
anchors, feet of chain, and 
the like. Expecting the trip 
from San Francisco to Ha-
waii to take between 12 and 
14 days, Caplan prefers to 
take provisions for 16 to 18 
days, just to be safe. Caplan 
also supplements the pro-
visions by fishing from the 

boat; during this year’s Pa-
cific Cup, he caught and pre-
pared four mahi-mahi. Even 
with the occasional fresh 
catch, meals and accom-
modations aboard the boat 
grow tiresome quickly, Ca-
plan admits.

“There is no shower, no com-
fortable way to sleep, so you 
basically race all day, eat, crash, 
and wait until you’re called for 
your next watch,” he said. “As 
far as food, we have each crew 
member bring in his or her fa-
vorite dish frozen, and we eat 
those first. Then we get into 
the fortified protein shakes, 
pasta, Vienna sausages, Spam, 
that sort of thing.”

The things you see at sea
Asked about his most 

memorable moments and 
sights on a boat, Caplan re-
calls seeing living “Rem-
brandt paintings” stretch out 
before him at sunset, scenes 
so beautiful that exhausted 
crew members would inter-
rupt their hard-earned naps 
to take them in.

He remembers feeling like 
his “whole soul had been 
sucked up into the Milky 
Way” one night under the 
stars. He tells of flying fish 
and flying squid inexplica-
bly landing with a plop on 

the deck of the boat and of 
birds lighting on one of the 
ropes or rails and hitchhik-
ing for days. Perhaps most 
stirring are the encounters 
with whales.

“They make eye contact 
with you, and you’re look-
ing at them and they’re look-
ing back at you, and you can’t 
help but wonder, ‘What the 
hell is this animal thinking?’”

Unfortunately, Caplan 
also has seen how human 
thoughtlessness is impacting 
the oceans. 

“I’ve observed a lot of trash 
in the open ocean: ropes, parts 
of fishing nets, and of course 
plastic bottles and other plas-
tic things,” he said. “It’s real-
ly discouraging and disheart-
ening. The nets and ropes are 
the most disheartening ob-
jects, since they can trap fish, 
dolphins, and turtles.”

Caplan credits his Hawai-
ian upbringing for his fond-
ness for the ocean and its in-
habitants.

“The ocean has always been 
dear to me; chalk it up to be-
ing raised on an island in the 
middle of the Pacific,” he said. 
“Spending time ‘out there’ just 
strengthens the commitment 
to preserving our natural re-
sources.  I think that most of 
us that sail feel similarly.”

Caplan: Adventurer has made eye contact with 
whales, seen Rembrandt-style sunsets
Continued from page 10
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By LAnCE ARMSTROnG
East Sacramento News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

It is certainly not every day that fam-
ilies host get-togethers that involve 
the meeting of about 200 relatives us-
ing rented facilities. But such was the 
case last weekend as members of the 
DeFazio, Arcuri and Pane families 
– who are all descendants of immi-
grants from Castanga in the Calabria 
region of Italy – gathered together in 
East Sacramento for the 14th annual 
Calabrese Picnic.

On a picture perfect, sunny and mild 
weather day, these family members ar-
rived at East Portal Park at 51st and 
M streets in East Sacramento to con-
tinue their tradition of enjoying each 
others’ company, sharing family mem-
ories and preserving their Italian heri-
tage and culture.

For those familiar with the histo-
ry of Italians in East Sacramento, the 
site of this event, which was held on 
Sunday, Oct. 10, made perfect sense.

After all, the park site had for many 
years served as the playground for 
those living in the now-historic “Lit-
tle Italy” section of the city, which is 
roughly located from 48th to 58th 
streets between H Street and Folsom 
Boulevard.

For many people who unexpected-
ly passed by the park on this day, the 

gathering likely must have had the ap-
pearance of a community event, as op-
posed to a family affair.

But those attending the event knew 
better, as they were well aware of the 
many large, immediate, local fami-
lies with the last names of DeFazio, 
Pane and Arcuri, as well as other fam-
ilies with last names directly linked to 
these three family surnames.

As a pot luck event, the picnic’s 
food alone demonstrated the fami-
ly members’ rich connection to their 
heritage.

As opposed to plates mainly filled 
with traditional American picnic sta-
ples such as hamburgers, hotdogs 
and macaroni and potato salads, most 
plates at the event featured home-
made foods such as chicken cacciato-
re, sausage and peppers, pastas, meat-
balls, risotto and Italian salads.

Although the event was very much 
an Italian gathering, there were vari-
ous exceptions to this theme.

A prime example of how the De-
Fazio, Pane and Arcuri families have 
blended with other cultures can be 
seen through the potluck, which in-
cluded some non-Italian food, includ-
ing the most dominant of these offer-
ings: pork and nopales (edible cactus), 
which is a Mexican dish.

Throughout the day, a friendly com-
petition of bocce ball – an histor-

ic sport most closely related to lawn 
bowling and popularized in Italy 
many years ago – was played on the 
park’s bocce ball courts.

After about five hours, the tourna-
ment was completed, with the win-
ners being Mark and Vickie DeFazio.

Bill DeFazio, one of the tourna-
ment’s coordinators, said that the 
tournament is a great way to bring the 
families together at the event.

Since the annual picnic is in its 14th 
year, Bill, a Sacramento native who 
graduated from Jesuit High School in 
1967, said that it is important to rec-
ognize the people who founded the 
event.

“(My first cousins) Mark and Steve 
(DeFazio) were the original organiz-
ers (of the tournament). No question 

Italian memories plentiful at 14th annual Calabrese Picnic

East Sacramento News photo, Lance Armstrong
Margaret (DeFazio) Jacobs, Louise (Arcuri) Schultze, Rose Marie Pane and Anthony DeFazio are among 
the senior members of their families who enjoy sharing their family memories at the annual Calabrese 
Picnic.

See Calabrese, page 15
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about it,” said Bill, who is the 
oldest of the DeFazio grand-
children. “So, Mark and Steve 
really deserve the lion’s share 
of doing this thing.”

Bill added that the event, 
which is held on the Sun-
day closest to Columbus Day, 
stemmed from the DeFazio 
family’s occasional tradition 
of getting together “every so 
often.”

“(The event’s roots dates 
back to about) 40 years ago, 
but it was never an annual 
event,” Bill said. “Somebody 
would just say, ‘We’re all go-
ing to go out. Let’s just all try 
to get together.’”

During its initial years, the 
annual event was held at Wil-
liam Land Park and featured 
a golf tournament, followed 
by a picnic.

When asked to share his 
feelings about the impor-
tance of holding the annual 
picnic, Bill said, “It’s huge for 
our families – the DeFazios, 
the Panes and the Acuris – to 
keep the tradition going, be-
cause we’re old-time Italian 
families in Sacramento and 
we’ve lived basically in the 
same area for probably 100 
years, for the most part.”

Margaret (DeFazio) Jacobs, 
Rose Marie Pane and Louise 
(Arcuri) Schultz, a trio of the 
matriarchs of the three fam-
ilies, shared portions of their 
family histories for this arti-
cle.

Passionately relating her 
family history, Margaret (De-
Fazio) Jacobs said that her 
grandparents, Joe and Berna-
dina (Piccoli) DeFazio, were 
the first members of her fam-
ily to immigrate to the Unit-
ed States.

After settling in New York, 
Joe and Bernadina moved to 
East Sacramento in 1914.

Joe and Bernadina’s son, 
Louis DeFazio, who was Ja-
cob’s father, married Chris-
tine Talerico on Feb. 24, 1924 
in Utica, N.Y.

After moving to East Sac-
ramento, Louis DeFazio be-
came well-known for his gro-
cery stores in such places as 
East Sacramento, Florin, 
Sloughhouse and West Sac-
ramento.

Early immigrants of the 
Pane family to arrive in Amer-
ica were Rose Marie Pane’s 
grandparents, Giuseppi and 

Rosa Maria (Arcuri) Pane, 
and her great uncle and great 
aunt, Antonio and Malana 
(Mancuso) Pane.

A unique trivia of these 
couples is the fact that Gi-
useppi and Rosa Maria had 
seven boys and one girl and 
Antonio and Malana had sev-
en girls and one boy.

Rose Marie, who resides 
in her family home that was 
built in East Sacramento in 
about 1935, said that another 
interesting part of this fami-
ly trivia is that one of Giusep-
pi and Rosa Maria’s sons and 
one of Antonio and Mala-
na’s daughters passed away 
in their childhood within 
months of each other.

Additionally, Ronnie Pane, 
who is a first cousin to Rose 
Marie, said that these chil-
dren were the youngest born 
to each family.

Today, Rosie “Doty” Taylor, 
who is in her mid-90s, is the 
only survivor of these 16 chil-
dren.

Schultz said that her uncle 
Joe Arcuri and her aunt Elvi-
ra (Massoni) Arcuri first ar-
rived in America in the ear-

ly 1900s. The couple soon 
traveled from New York to 
Roseville, where they had 
three sons and three daugh-
ters.

Joe Arcuri supported his 
family through his employ-
ment as a railroad worker in 
Roseville.

Shortly after the arrivals of 
Joe and Elvira Arcuri, who 
emigrated from Italy at sep-
arate times, Schultz’s father, 
Louis Arcuri, immigrated to 
the United States with his sis-
ter, Rosina Arcuri.

After coming to Sacramen-
to in 1916, Louis Arcuri mar-
ried Margaret DeFazio.

And following the death of 
Margaret, Louis Arcuri mar-
ried Ellen Margaret Har-
ris in 1928 and moved to Elk 
Grove.

Altogether Louis Arcuri, 
who worked various jobs, in-
cluding his work as a taxi 
cab driver, laundry and hotel 
worker and used car and tire 
garage owner and operator, 
had 12 children.

Schultz, a 1949 graduate 
of Elk Grove High School, 
said that she appreciates the 

picnic’s ability to maintain 
her family’s history and her-
itage.

“(The picnic) keeps our 
family together and keeps our 
heritage up for our children,” 
Schultz said. “It’s through us 
that they learn about their 
heritage. We talk to them and 
tell them about their fami-
ly, so they won’t forget where 
they come from.”

Although some attendees 
of the picnic expressed their 
concerns regarding the fu-

ture existence of the event, 
12-year-old Marissa De-
Fazio, the daughter of Steve 
and Sheri DeFazio, is among 
those of the younger gener-
ation who are dedicated to 
continuing the annual gath-
ering.

“(The event) is really im-
portant to me and I learn a 
lot about my family history 
(at the picnic),” Marisa said. 
“It’s really fun. I would want 
to keep (the event) going (in 
the future).”

Calabrese: Families share histories, heritage with a younger generation
Continued from page 14

East Sacramento News photo, Lance Armstrong
Anne DeFazio shows off a plate of Italian foods made by attendees of the picnic.
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By SuSAn LAiRd
East Sacramento News editor
susan@valcomnews.com

When displaced New Yorkers walk 
through the door of Giovanni’s Old 
World New York Pizzeria in East Sac-
ramento for the first time, it is not un-
common for them to stop dead in their 
tracks, inhale deeply and then reach in 
their pockets for their cell phones.

“Mom, I’ve found pizza.”
This reaction does not surprise John 

Ruffaine, co-owner of Giovanni’s, in 
the least. It is something he has come 
to expect, and to reflect upon with 
pride as a native of Bedside, Brook-
lyn himself.

“I’ve had people literally cry at my 
counter because they were so happy,” he 
said. “They walk in the door, and they 
know they’ve found a taste of home. 
They can tell just from the smell.”

The sign on the building says “New 
York” pizza, and that is what John pre-
pares for his customers every day. He 
is committed to providing Sacramen-
to’s pizza lovers with the “real deal.”

“This is real Italian pepperoni,” he 
said as he prepared a pizza pie. “And 
this is real mozzarella from New 
York. We don’t throw dough here – 
we stretch it. Those guys who throw 
dough around aren’t authentic. No-
body in New York or Italy does that.”

John so enjoys making pizzas that 
customers sometimes laughingly ac-
cuse him of not wanting to hand it 
over to them. He seems to work with a 
perpetual smile on his face as he crafts 
each pizza. He is passionate about 
producing a pizza that is as New York 
as possible. He was taught by those 
in the know, in the Italian neighbor-
hoods of New York. The recipes are 
Old World Italian.

“I made my first pizza when I was 
eight years old,” he said. “I was helping 

my mom in the kitchen. Old time Ital-
ians taught me, if you made a mistake 
you got more than just a payment – if 
you know what I mean.”

John with his wife, Jenny, and Carlo 
and Allison Grifone founded Giovan-
ni’s in 2001.

“We’re two Italian American fami-
lies, and our families are from Salerno, 
Sicily and Calabra,” he said. “A lot of 
what’s on our menu is inspired from 
Southern Italy – it’s actually what 
they use in their pizza. We don’t use 
any enhancers. What you are getting 
is genuine flavor and texture. We use 
only the finest ingredients. If it’s not 
made from scratch, it’s imported from 
Italy or New York.”

Sizes are larger than what most Sac-
ramento residents are used to seeing. 
A large at Giovanni’s is a generous 16 
inches across – a good value for a hun-
gry family.

A standard Pizza Pie is made with 
Giovanni’s tomato sauce, mozzarella, extra 
virgin olive oil and spices (Large, $17.95). 
The Little Italy is generously topped with 
meatballs, ricotta, garlic and spices ($11.95 
for small, up to $24.75 for large).

Specialty pizzas are featured every 
three weeks.

“The specials focus on different re-
gions of Italy,” John said. “Those are 
true Neapolitan pizzas.”

Customers can’t get enough – they 
are tremendously loyal.

“My mother is from New York and 
I’ve been out there lots of times. This is 
the closest thing around here to a real 
New York pizza,” said Tony Brown, 
Sacramento resident and loyal custom-
er. “Not to mention, I like the customer 
service. John treats you real well.”

The pizzeria is large and spacious – 
intended for families and community 
gatherings.

“This is where baseball teams come af-
ter the game,” John said. “It’s where fami-
lies gather. It’s where a kid can get his first 
job and bring his first date. And I’ve seen 
that happen a lot in the last nine years.”

“Giovanni” is Italian for John. His 
name, quite literally, is on the build-
ing. He is also known for his support 
of local schools and charities. Many a 
Giovanni’s pizza has raised funds for a 
worthy cause.

“There’s a lot of action behind what I 
do,” John said. “My name is on the build-
ing. I care about this business and the 
community. We help everyone in the 
community. Those kids are the future.”

Giovanni’s Old World New York 
Pizzeria is located at 6200 Folsom 
Boulevard in Sacramento. A sec-
ond location is at 5924 South Land 
Park Drive in Sacramento. Visit www.
giosnypizza.com and their page on 
Facebook.

‘That’s-a Italian’ – Authentic New York flavor at Giovanni’s Pizzeria

Chris Rodrigues, daytime manager at Giovanni’s 
Pizzeria, prepares three large pizzas for hungry 
customers.

East Sacramento News photos, Tom Paniagua
A “Pizza Rustica” is lovingly placed into the oven to bake to delicious perfection by John Ruffaine, the 
“Giovanni” of Giovanni’s Pizza.
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Special to East Sacramento news

Don’t let your holiday gift 
shopping go ‘til the last min-
ute. Shop and support your 
local artisans at the 5th annu-
al St Mary Fine Art & Craft 
Show on Saturday, Nov. 6 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

In addition to purchas-
ing one of kind items di-
rectly from the creator you 
will be supporting St. Mary 
School’s students by sup-
porting this fun event.

This wonderful fund-
raising event for St. Mary’s 
School will feature over 
50 artists and contempo-
rary craft vendors exhibit-
ing in Giovanni Hall and 
the School Gym located at 
58th and M streets in Sac-
ramento. Admission is $3 
for tickets purchased in ad-
vance or $5 at the door.

Current parent and 
Event Chair Mary Willett 
is excited to be leading this 
show for the third year.

“I can’t imagine a better 
group of artists or a bet-
ter cadre of volunteers,” she 
said. “An exit interview with 
our 2009 visitors identified 
the need for more items for 
children – boys and girls. 
So this year you’ll find 
many fun, creative items for 
both boys and girls.”

Shoppers will find ce-
ramics, wearable and dec-
orative fiber arts, innova-
tive toys to encourage your 
kids’ artistic spirit, specialty 
food, glass, metalwork, jew-
elry, painting, fine art pho-
tography, watercolors and 
so much more. At the kid’s 
craft area, children can cre-
ate their own art while their 
parents find unique pieces 
for every one on their gift 
list. Delicious and healthy 
snacks and lunch will be 
available, too.

While many schools are 
facing cutbacks in the arts, 
St. Mary’s provides full 
time art and music teach-
ers, with spacious rehears-

Unique Gifts and Local Economic 
Stimulus in East Sac

al and studio classrooms. 
The hard-working parents 
who are putting this show 
together know the impor-
tance that art has in the 
spectrum of education. 
This event will benefit the 
children and programs of 
St. Mary School while pro-
viding an uplifting and re-
laxing artistic experience 
for all who attend.

See answers page 22



1� East Sacramento News  •  October 21, 2010  •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

CARPET/ UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

Your services are needed! Call Melissa at (916) 429-9901
 and reserve your space on the 

East Sacramento News Home Improvement page

ADDITION SPECIALIST

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Sunshine Electrical

Security Lighting
Computer Circuits Etc

Spa Electrical
New Houses/Additions

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca License # 633853

ELECTRICAL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

BATH & KITCHEN REMODEL

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231 

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Window Cleaning (inside/out/screens washed)
• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

BUILDER

FENCINGCONTRACTOR

CARPET/FLOORING YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.



1�www.valcomnews.com  •  October 21, 2010  •  East Sacramento NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

East Sac Specialists
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WORK GUaRaNtEED / SENIOR DISCOUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RaIN GUttER CLEaNING
• ROtOtILLING/& SOD PLaCEMENt
• CONCREtE REMOVaL
• UP/HaULING
• PRESSURE WaSHING

SPECIaLS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING tHE aREa FOR OVER 10 yRS*

lic#128758/Ref

Fall Yard Clean-up/Hauling

your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the East Sacramento News

Home Improvement page

LaNDSCaPING

ROOFING

FREEDOM
HaNDyMaN SERVICES

HaNDyMaN

no Job Too smAll!
Call Eric

(916) 470-3488

Free up your time from those 
pesky unwanted jobs!

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement!
–Plumbing – Carpentry – electrical
– yard Care – Hauling – sprinklers

Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

HaNDyMaN

Terra bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430 or 802-9897

LaNDSCaPING

• Full yard maintenance
• one time clean-up
• sprinkler repair

gardening maintenance
“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

CaLL 444-0551

DON’t BE CaUGHt IN tHE COLD! 
Season Special

Heating System tune-up $85

HEatING/aIR CONDItIONING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WORK GUaRaNtEED / SENIOR DISCOUNtS / LIC # 696355

Heating & Cooling Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 

 High Efficiency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

MaSONRy

* brick, block & stone
* Custom Design

* Repairs & more
* mC & VisA accepted

* senior Discounts

Call (916) 387-6007
lic # 897517

Top line masonry

toplinemasonry@yahoo.com

PaINtING

your ad should be here!

Call melissa today!
Reserve your space!

Call  429-9901

Ad design is free.

general contractor

PaINtING

your ad should be here!

your ad should 
be here!

Call melissa
at (916) 429-9901
Ad design is free.
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bookkeeping
#1 Bookkeeper
26 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, Chiro-
practors, Non-profit, retail, Martial Arts, Barber, 
Construction, Wholesale, Investment Clubs, Corp, 
partnerships, Sm Business. We are experts in Gen-
eral Ledger, payroll, profit & Loss & Quarterlies. Call 
for yr specialized appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. www.taxirene.info

CoMpUTeR seRviCe
goT CoMpUTeR pRobLeMs?
pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the pocket area. $35/hr. outside the pocket 
area,  travel charge will apply. problem not 
fixed? No pay! Free estimates/consultation. 
Call cell# 296-7161

FRee HoMe bUYeR seMinAR
ATTenTion 1sT TiMe HoMebUYeR’s
or anyone interested in becoming a home 
owner. Free seminars on oct. 14,23,28; Nov. 
6,11,13. on site loan pre-approvals available. 
Bring with you: 1 mo. pay stubs; 2 mons. bank 
stmts; 2008/2009 W2s & tax returns; 12 mons. 
cancelled rent cks (if available). 1100 Corporate 
Way in pocket area. rSVp as seating is limited. 
Clarissa @ (916) 955-3673.

HAnDYMAn
HAnDYMAn seRviCes
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call.  electrical, plumbing, Tile, 
Sheet rock ,p las ter,  S tucco,  repa i rs  and 
remodeling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call 
steven at 230-2114

YARD MAke-oveRs/CLeAn-Ups
rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod 
placement, rototilling, pressure washing/power 
spray, yard work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub 
removal, general labor, fence repair, odd jobs & 
more. references available. Licensed. Call Les 
at 838-1247.

CALL MELISSA AT (916) 429-9901 FOR AD RATES

peT poRTRAiTs
oRiginAL peT poRTRAiTs
original pet portraiture. realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. perfect gift for animal-lovers! rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-444

TAx pRepAReR
#1 TAx pRepAReR
26 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including all State returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTeC
registered & Bonded. please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

ADveRTise YoUR RenTALs

Call 429-9901
Classified ads work

Old Land Park, 1700+ sq ft, 3 
bdrms, 1 ba, Living rm w/fireplc, 
din rm, new roof/new paint, Cent 

H&A, partial basement, 
extra rm w/private entrance.

Jeri Hromada
916.761.6734

www.jerihromada.com

Lovingly Maintained $349,900
2644 17th Street - 95818

DRE# 01324435

Advertise in California Kids! 
Family Fun Guide!!!

Serving Greater Sacramento, 

For more information, call Marc
at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Great Clips
America’s #1 Haircutting Salon 

is coming soon to Lake Crest Village Center!

If you’re a licensed California cosmetologist, 
we have openings for Managers and Stylist.

A great, close to home, F or P/T opport. with paid training. 
Send resume ASAP to:

shorter.greatclips@yahoo.com

By CindY LOVE
Executive director, Albie Aware, Inc.
East Sacramento guest columnist

I have a favorite picture 
in my office of my husband, 
Jack, dressed up like a cowboy 
when he was five years old. 
His demeanor is very serious. 
He appears to be ready to take 
on any upcoming cowboy sit-
uation. Several years ago our 
son, Bryan, who also happens 
to adore this picture, used it 
for a sales brochure with the 
slogan, “There’s a new Sheriff 
in town.”

The little boy in this picture 
inspires me. He is a remind-
er that, though you may be 
small, you can do big things.

Albie Aware, while not exactly 
the new sheriff, is a local breast 
cancer foundation serving wom-
en and men in this community. 
Albie Aware (sounds like “I’ll be 
Aware”) was created in memo-
ry of Albie Carson who lost her 
battle with breast cancer on July 
4, 2002. Our focus is a little dif-
ferent than the big, national 
breast cancer organizations.

Our mission is to save 
more lives and empower 
people with breast cancer 
through awareness, educa-
tion and support. We help 

provide direct services such 
as mammograms, MRIs, 
PET and PEM scans to peo-
ple who do not have insur-
ance, or who need assistance 
in covering their co-pays. 
We also help with medica-
tion and treatment co-pays. 
But that’s not all.

Albie Aware reaches out 
to under served and low in-
come people by teaching the 
importance of early-detection 
and screening, patients’ rights 
to those who do have cancer, 
and the importance of coun-
seling and emotional support 
during and after treatment. 
When people are diagnosed 
with breast cancer, they often 
find their world turned up-
side down. We attempt to in-
form them of their available 
community resources.

Our foundation is just over 
six years old and last year we 
met our goal of serving and 
reaching out to 1,000 wom-
en. Yet we are just beginning. 
The gap between the need 
for – and the availability of – 
breast cancer services is wider 
than ever. To date, our foun-
dation has been solely funded 
by our fundraising efforts and 
donations. Our community 
partners and collaborations 

are critically important to our 
future success. If you have 
available resources that you 
would like to share, or if you 
would like to participate in 
one of our many fundraisers, 
we welcome you. Our web-
site is www.albieaware.org, or 
you can call me at (916)927-
1592.

And, by the way, if you are 
in my neighborhood and find 
yourself in need of a little in-
spiration, stop by. I have a cute 
little cowboy to show you.

October is ‘Breast Cancer Awareness Month’

Sacramento’s ‘Albie Aware’ provides 
needed help to breast cancer victims

Photo courtesy
The late Albie Carson. Albie Aware is 
a local breast cancer foundation that 
was founded in memory of Albie, a 
Sacramento resident who lost her 
battle with breast cancer in 2002. The 
organization served over 1,000 women 
last year.

California Automobile 
Museum hires new curator
Special to East Sacramento news

The California Automobile 
Museum announced the recent 
hiring of Nathan Smith as muse-
um curator on Oct. 14.

Smith joins the California 
Automobile Museum as cura-
tor with a bachelor of arts in 
historic preservation and Ger-
man from the University of 
Mary Washington in Freder-
icksburg, Va., and a master of 
arts in museum studies from 
The George Washington Uni-
versity in Washington, DC.

“The Museum has a great 
foundation in automotive his-
tory, and an amazing corps of 
volunteers,” Smith said. “I’m excited to build on the work 
they do every day and to share their passion for automo-
tive history, and to connect that history to other signifi-
cant developments in our culture over the past two hun-
dred or so years.”

In the course of his studies, Smith completed intern-
ships at the Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National 
Military Park, the National Building Museum, and the 
Petersen Automotive Museum.

One of a long line of car aficionados, his great-great 
grandfather was a Mitchell, Oakland, and Hudson deal-
er beginning in 1915 and his grandfather is a recent past 
president of the Society of Automotive Historians. Smith 
comes from a long line of educators and considers himself 
an educator first and foremost. He looks forward to shar-
ing his passion for history with the community.

Smith learned to drive in an El Camino and is known to 
spend his spare time exploring new areas behind the wheel 
of his ’65 Corvair.

Photo courtesy
Nathan Smith is the new cura-
tor of the California Automobile 
Museum in Sacramento.
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Cristo Rey High School Open House

Sunday, Oct. 24, 10 a.m. -Noon 
For Prospective Students & Their Families

• Tour the campus
• Speak with administrators/teachers/    
   students
• Sign up for Jan. 22 placement test
  & a Shadow Day.

We’re AFFORDABLE, Private, 
College Preparatory, & offer a unique 

Work-Study program.

6200 McMahon Drive, Sacto. 95824

Greenhaven Animal Hospital 
OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, October 23
11 a.m. to 3 p.m

 Pets Welcome. Raffles

1 Valine Court
(916) 391-3677

A Silent Auction will be held to help VCA 
Charities in their efforts to support pets 

and their families around the world.

www.vcagreenhaven.com

SACRAMENTO EMBLEM 
CLUB’S ANNUAL HOLIDAY 

CRAFT AND GIFT SHOW
UNIQUE GIFTS, ONE-OF-A-KIND CRAFTS
GREAT FOOD AT REASONABLE PRICES 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2010
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m

SACRAMENTO ELKS LODGE #6
6446 Riverside Boulevard

Sacramento, 95831

Vendor/space infor: (916) 686-0347

Mission Oaks
Holiday Craft Faire

Saturday, November 6
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. FREE

 Mission Oaks Community Center

4701 Gibbons Drive, Carmichael

VENDORS INVITED – Call NOW!
972-0336  MORPD.com

DELTA KING 
WINE SCHOOL

November 3, 10 & 12
November 3 & 10 just $79.00

November 12, 
Wine & Dinner $79.00

Call 379-5005

“THE CRANES ARE BACK!” 
Sandhill Crane Festival

Hutchins Street Square, Lodi

November 5-7, 2010

Wine tasting, art show 
Children’s activities

Exhibits & demos. FREE!

Visit website for Schedule &

Register NOW for tours
www.cranefestival.com

1 800 581-6150

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF FLORIN
OYAKO DESIGNER EVENT

November 20
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

7235 Pritchard Road, Sacto

• Clothing • Jewelry • Handbags
• Home Decor & More!

Infor: (916) 422-1265 Lois

CALL AND PLACE YOUR 
EVENT TODAY!

Call (916) 429-9901

For more Calendar entries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: susan@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

OctOber

Beginning bridge lessons
Through dec. 7: Learn party bridge pro-
cedures with the Greenhaven Community 
Bridge Group. Lessons on evaluating hands, 
bidding, card play and coaching, keeping 
score, partner support strategies. Become 
more comfortable and confident in play-
ing bridge socially. Meet new people; bring a 
spouse, friend or neighbor. All are welcome. 
$10 for materials. 7 p.m.–9 p.m. Green-
haven Lutheran Fellowship Hall, 475 Florin 
Rd. (across from Kennedy High School). 
Dale or Barbara, (916) 424-3925
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Wayne Thiebaud: Homecoming’
Through nov. 28: Exhibit of Sacramento’s 
most famous artist, Wayne Thiebaud, as he 
begins his 90th year. Crocker Art Museum, 
216 O St., Sac. (916) 808-7000, www.croc-
kerartmuseum
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Tomorrow’s Legacies’
Through Jan. 9: “Tomorrow’s Legacies: 
Gifts Celebrating the Next 125 Years.” Ex-
hibit celebrating the Crocker Art Museum’s 
125th anniversary and 125,000 square foot 
expansion. 216 O St., Sac. (916) 808-7000, 
www.crockerartmuseum
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘A Pioneering Collection’
Through Feb. 6: “A Pioneering Collection: 
Master Drawings from the Crocker Art 
Museum.” The finest early collection of Eu-
ropean drawings in the U.S. Works by Dür-
er, Fra Bartolommeo, van Dyck, Fragonard 

and Ingres. Crocker Art Museum, 216 O 
St., Sac. (916) 808-7000, www.crockerart-
museum
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘The Vase and Beyond’
Through Feb. 6: “The Vase and Beyond: 
The Sidney Swidler Collection of the Con-
temporary Vessel.” Comprised of some 800 
vessels by 300 artists, this collection show-
cases the wide-ranging, innovative practice 
of contemporary ceramic artists with a gor-
geous array of forms, techniques and glazes. 
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 
808-7000, www.crockerartmuseum
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Big Band Dance
Oct. 21, 28, nov. 4, 11, 18, 25: Dance 
to the rhythms of the Big Band era. Ev-
ery Thurs. $5 admission. 1:15 p.m.–
3:45 p.m. Mission Oaks Community 
Center, 4701 Gibbons Dr., Carmichael. 
(916) 972-0336
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
Oct. 21, 28, nov. 4, 11, 18, 25: 12-Step 
group for those who struggle with obesi-
ty, food obsession or eating disorders. Meets 

Thursdays. 9 a.m. St. Andrews United 
Methodist Church, 6201 Spruce Ave., Sac. 
(800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Jazz Up Your Life’ concert
Oct. 21: The Sacramento City College Jazz 
Band will present its premier fall concert, 
playing everything from swing and Latin to 
funky jazz. Free. 7 p.m. SCC Student Cen-
ter, 3835 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Ron Knable 
(916) 558-2515
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Living Positive with Chronic 
Disease group
Oct. 21, 28, nov. 4, 11, 18, 25: Meet-up 
group for people living with chronic disease 
who honor how important a positive mind-
set is. If you want to complain – this isn’t 
the group for you. The group will discuss 
and support: best practices for managing 
your condition, communication strategies, 
ways to laugh, have fun, engage with life and 
more. Free. Meets Thursdays. 5:30 p.m. – 7 
p.m. Starbucks, 1401 Alhambra Blvd., Sac. 
Danea Horn (503) 319-4247
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of East Sacramento
Oct. 21, 28, nov. 4, 11, 18, 25: Hear guest 
speakers address local, regional and internation-
al topics. Visitors welcome. 12:15 p.m.–1:15 
p.m., every Thurs. Salvation Army Dining Hall, 
2550 Alhambra Blvd., Sac. www.rotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Oct. 21, 28, nov. 4, 11, 18, 25: Hear 
guest speakers address local, regional and 
international topics. Visitors welcome. 

7:30 a.m., every Thurs. Aviators Res-
taurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Kelly 
Byam (916) 684-6854.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sutterville Heights Optimist Club
Oct. 21, 28, nov. 4, 11, 18, 25: Come en-
joy community speakers and community 
projects for youth. 12 noon., every Thurs. 
Aviators Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., 
Sac. Cliff  (916) 427-2698 or Mary-Jo at 
(916) 691-3059
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
Oct. 21, 28, nov. 4, 11, 18, 25: Im-
prove your language skills and lose fear 
of speaking in front of people with 
Toastmaster club Los Oradores. Una 
oportunidad unica para mejorar sus ha-
bilidades bilingues y superar el temor 
de hablar delante de gente con nuestro 
club Los Oradores de la organizacion de 
Toastmasters. Thursdays/Jueves, 6:45 
p.m. 2118 K St., Sac. Teri Bullington 

(916) 723-6232, teri.bullington@gmail.
com, www.sacramentotoastmasters.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Identity theft prevention
Oct. 22:  Robert Lane, a veteran 
money manager with Ironstone Bank 
and himself  a v ictim of  identity 
theft , wil l  present steps you can take 
to prevent identity theft and what 
you can do if  you are a v ictim. Free. 
3 p.m. Belle Cooledge Library, 5600 
South Land Park Dr., Sac. (916) 
264-2920 www.saclibrary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Harvest festival
Oct. 22: Enjoy crafts, food, games and 
entertainment at the Harvest Festi-
val hosted by Matsuyama Elementa-
ry School. Free admission. 4 p.m.–7 
p.m. 7680 Windbridge Dr., Sac. (916) 
433-5535

See more Calendar, page 22
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Continued from page 21 

Lantern cemetery tour
Oct. 22, 23, 29, 30: Get into the “spirit” of 
the season. Costumed docents tell the sto-
ries of historic and notable cemetery resi-
dents by lantern light as you venture fur-
ther into the shadows of the Sacramento 
Historic City Cemetery. Bring your imagi-
nation and a flashlight. $30, tickets must be 
purchased in advanced. Tours commence at 
6 p.m., 8 p.m., and 10 p.m. Cemetery main 
gate, Broadway & 10th St. Parking available 
across the street. Visit www.oldcitycemetery.
com for information on purchasing tickets. 
(916) 448-0811
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Point West
Oct. 22, 29, nov. 5, 12, 19, 26: Hear guest 
speakers address local, regional and interna-

tional topics. Visitors welcome. 7 a.m., ev-
ery Fri. Red Lion Inn, 1401 Arden Wy., Sac. 
www.pointwestrotary.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Safe Halloween: Monster Mash
Oct. 22–24: Children can participate in a 
costume parade, hands-on activities and free 
photos. 17 candy stations. “Frankenswine” 
theater and more. 5 p.m.–9 p.m. $7 mem-
bers, $10 nonmembers. Fairytale Town, 
3901 Land Park Dr., Sac. (916) 808-7462 
www.fairytaletown.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimists of Sacramento
Oct. 22, 29, nov. 5, 12, 19, 26: Soropti-
mist International of Sacramento South, 
a service club for business and profession-
al women, meets Fridays. 11:15 a.m.–12:45 
p.m. Casa Garden Restaurant, 2t760 Sut-
terville Rd., Sac. Barbara McDonald, (916) 
363-6927
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Autumn roses garden tour
Oct. 23: Experience the glorious colors of 
autumn at the Sacramento Historic City 
Cemetery. This garden tour, led by Lifetime 
Master Gardener, Anita Clevenger, cele-
brates the beauty of the change of seasons in 
the internationally acclaimed cemetery gar-
dens. 10 a.m. Free, but donations gratefully 

accepted. Cemetery main gate, Broadway & 
10th St. Parking available across the street. 
(916) 448-0811
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
Oct. 23, 30, nov. 6, 13, 20, 27: 12-Step 
group for those who struggle with obesity, 
food obsession or eating disorders. Meets Sat-
urdays. 8 a.m. Mercy General Hospital North 
Auditorium, 4001 J St., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

2nd annual Doggie Walk-a-thon
Oct. 23: “Dogs Making a Raquet.” Walk your 
pooch around McKinley Park. Pet agility 
demos, doggie costume contest, tennis activ-
ities, more. Fun walk in 1K or 2K paths. $20 
with or without dogs (varies with number 
of dogs). 9 a.m.–11 a.m. Benefits Friends of 
McKinley Park Tennis and the Youth Devel-
opment Network. Rain date: Oct. 30. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Safetyville USA Halloween Haunt
Oct. 23: 19th annual harvest festival event for 
families with children of all ages. Live enter-
tainment, climbing wall, magician, more. Ad-
mission $6. Every paid admission includes $2 
in complimentary tickets good for food, drinks 
or games. 11 a.m.–4 p.m. Safetyville USA, 
3909 Bradshaw Rd., Sac. (916) 438-3352
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Urban Farm Stand
Oct. 23, 30, nov. 6, 13, 20: Soil Born 
Farms’ newest urban agricultural project, 
a farm stand featuring seasonal, local and 
organic fruits and vegetables. Saturdays 
through Nov. 20 from 9 a.m.–1 p.m. www.
soilborn.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sudoku 
answers
From page 17
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Faces and places

Harvest time fun
East Sacramento news 
photos by DANNY KAM

As the weather turns cooler and leaves turn to 
russet and gold, so too do little folks and their 
families turn to all things pumpkin. These fami-
lies enjoyed a weekend at the Bastiao Farms Gob-
lin Gardens Pumpkin Patch on El Centro Road in 
Sacramento.



RED BRICK TUDOR
Beautifully remodeled 2nd story added in 2000. New kitchen in 
2006 w/granite counters, stainless appliances & hardwood floor. 
Lrg master w/sitting room, large closet, marble slab counter, dual 
sinks & jetted tub. Original charm w/coved ceilings, mahogany 
inlay in hardwood floors. Family room w/wet bar & French doors 
leading to gorgeous yard. In 2006 pool, waterfall & outdoor 
kitchen w/ bbq, sink & refr. Impeccably landscaped w/citrus & 
palm trees. Steps to park. See www.354-34thSt.com $829,000

COLLEEN WIFVAT 719-2324

GREENBELT LOCATION
Located on one of East Sacramento's rare greenbelts, this 
charming 1930's home has a great open floor plan. Enjoy 
cooking your favorite meals in the galley style kitchen that 
opens to the family room where friends and family can 
watch their favorite show. Get away to the upstairs master 
suite with its own private sun deck overlooking the pool. 
This home is a short distance to favorite eateries and coffee 
shops. See www.1416santaynesway.com $519,000

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

2401 American River Drive, Suite 150 

484-2030

 PHENOMENAL EAST SAC
Quiet ,  t ree-l ined street .  Fil led with character!! 
Includes barrel ceilings,  leaded glass windows, 
hardwood floors and a great fireplace. Also in-
cluded is a remodeled kitchen with a Wolf range, a 
spacious bathroom and amazing dining room. See 
www.163341ststreet.isnowforsale.com $485,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

Visit Our Web Site: www.dunniganrealtors.com

NEAR MCKINLEY PARK
Hardwood floors w/mahogany inlay. Large updated 
country kitchen.  Dual pane windows & French doors 
lead to wood deck & spa. Vintage light fixtures. Custom 
window coverings. Quiet tree-lined street near hospitals, 
schools & transportation. See www.648-36thSt.com 
$619,900

COLLEEN WIFVAT 719-2324

CHARMING BUNGALOW
In heart of Fab 40's. Front porch w/room for seating. Updated 
kitchen w/granite counters, dishwasher, gas range & refrig-
erator. Spacious LR w/fireplace. Formal DR & breakfast 
nook. Large picture windows, natural light & hdwd floors 
throughout. Indoor laundry rm. New roof, gutters & fence. 
Move-in condition.  See www.3930KStreet.com $325,000

KARA LABELLA PARKER 716-3313

CUTE EAST SAC
Charming home in East Sacramento! This well-maintained 
home boasts refinished hardwood floors, dual pane windows, 
fireplace, newer central heating and air and a formal dining 
room. The backyard has new sod and a covered patio per-
fect for entertaining. It is walking distance to Restaurants, 
Stores, Public Transportation and the River. See www.1021-
58thStreet.com $299,000

ALEXIS JONES 715-0237

 WALK TO MCKINLEY PARK
Spacious open floor plan is great for entertaining and living … 
2188 square feet with large family room and dining room, and big 
fireplace. Located in lovely East Sacramento neighborhood this 3 
bedroom 2 bath home has a newer roof, central heat and air and 
2-car garage.  Front and back yards have been meticulously main-
tained and feature fountains and mature trees. Great home, great 
value! See www.53339thstreet.isnowforsale.com $465,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

COMPLETELY REMODELED
Grand Colonial on tree lined Fab 40's street. Architectural details:  
inlay hardwood floors, formal living/dining w/French Doors, spa-
cious kitchen w/eating nook overlooking sparkling pool, 4 fireplaces 
& detached guest house w/bath. Large basement (not included in sf). 
Family room w/box beam ceiling & French doors opening to backyard. 
Master suite w/fireplace, balcony, spa-like bath (steam shower/jet tub) 
& large walk-in closet. See www.1128-40thStreet.com $1,250,000

KARA LABELLA PARKER 716-3313

FABULOUS FORTIES
Charming Fab Forties home w/hardwood floors, remod-
eled kitchen, formal living room/dining room w/ fireplace 
& cozy family room that opens to the kitchen and offers 
views of the backyard.  This 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath home 
is well maintained and located mid-block on a beautiful 
East Sacramento street.  Sellers are including with the sale 
architectural plans to expand the home.  Great value and 
opportunity! See www.1414-40thStreet.com $725,000

KARA LABELLA PARKER 716-3313

FANTASTIC TUDOR
Conveniently located 2 bedroom 2 bath Tudor style home on 
a quaint East Sacramento street!  Roomy floor plan includes 
gourmet kitchen, breakfast nook, vintage hardwood floors 
and large open family room.  This home also features newer 
electrical and central heat and air, and living room fireplace.   
Not far from East Portal Park or 33rd Street Bistro.  Call today 
to see this wonderful property, you won’t be disappointed! See 
www.161742ndst.isnowforsale.com $389,500

TIM COLLOM 247-8048


