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By Marc Maloney
East Sacramento News writer

Turtles and tortoises and terrapins, oh 
my! The shelled, slow-footed Chelonians 
will serve as the stars of the annual Turt-
lerama event put on by the membership of 
the Sacramento Turtle and Tortoise Club. 
This year’s event will take place from 11 
a.m. until 4 p.m. Saturday, July 14, at Belle 
Cooledge Library, located at South Land 
Park Drive and Fruitridge Road. The free 
event will include live turtles and tortoises, 
educational displays, and turtle adoption 
opportunities.

Felice Rood, founder and president of 
the Sacramento Turtle and Tortoise Club, 

is the driving force for the annual event, 
which marks its thirtieth anniversary this 
year.

“I created it back in 1981 after rescuing 
turtles in the area before that,” she said re-
cently by phone. “ The people who’d bring 
rescue turtles to me encouraged me to start 
a club, and now here it is, 30 years later.”

As the organizer of a successful event 
that has lasted for three decades, Rood said 
she knows what works and has no prob-
lem with trying to keep the event’s vibe the 
same year after year.

“We’ll have all kinds of educational in-
formation provided by our club members, 

Amazing, educational and off-
beat, Annual Turtlerama is July 16

Valley Community Newspapers file photo
Turtles swimming outside of the newly renovated Belle Cooledge Library. Did you get fooled?  The turtle in the foreground is 
made of stone.

See Turtlerama, page 3
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we’ll have tons of displays, and all the an-
imals will be outside,” she said. “It’s al-
ways taken place right there at the Belle 
Cooledge Library. We never change things; 
everything stays the same because it’s so 
popular the way it is.”

A sense of permanence is also one of the 
things that Rood most appreciates about 
turtles and tortoises.

“I like that prehistoric look they have to 
them,” she said with a chuckle. “I used to 
live in Dayton, Ohio, and my kids start-
ed bringing home box turtles all the time. 
Then one day, they walked in with this gi-
gantic tortoise and my heart just started 
to sing and it hasn’t stopped singing since 
then.”

One such gigantic Greek Tortoise, known 
as “Jim the Jerk” (it’s an affectionate nick-
name, Rood swears), will be one of the 
show’s featured attractions. The cranky old 
male just last year helped to father quintu-
plets after a lifetime of less than amorous 
behavior around plenty of females.

Rood dedicates herself  to educating 
people about turtles and proper tur-

tle ownership, emphasizing that owing a 
tortoise or turtle is a long-term commit-
ment.

“Not all people know or realize that, 
and so they get something little for a pet 
and then they’re caught off-guard when 
it grows into something huge,” she said. 
“ That’s when they have to call me.”

Another point Rood stresses is that pet 
turtles need natural habitats.

“I always say aquariums are for fish and 
artificial light is for plants,” she said, the 
tension in her voice evident as she recalled 
cases she has seen where a turtle’s growth 
was limited to the point of deformity by 
being kept in an undersized glass tank.

Rood expects the show to draw a good 
crowd to Belle Cooledge Library; she said 
mails about 850 newsletters four times a 
year to the membership of the Sacramento 
Turtle and Tortoise Club, with mailers go-
ing as far away as New York, Florida, and 
even the United Kingdom.

For more information about the Sacra-
mento Turtle and Tortoise Club and Turt-
lerama, visit www.turtlebunker.com.

Valley Community Newspapers file photo
Leland Lee, age 6 at the time, examined the tortoise exhibit inside the Belle Cooledge Library’s meeting room at last year’s 
Turtlerama.

Turtlerama: Popular event is held only once a year
Continued from page 2
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By MARTY RELLES
East Sacramento News columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

Back in the 1950s and 
’60s Sacramento seemed a 
much different place.

Its population totaled 
only about 150,000. The 
downtown area featured 
no tall buildings. The Sac-
ramento Convention Cen-
ter did not exist, so all of 
the main streets ran one-
way up to, or down from, 
Front Street on the Sacra-
mento River.

On Saturday nights, 
kids did things like going 
to drive-in movies, enjoy-
ing rock and roll at high 
school dances or pulling in 
for a burger and a shake at 
their local drive-in restau-
rant.

And, oh yes, they head-
ed downtown to cruise K 
Street.

During those times, K 
Street was a really hap-
pening place: a one-way 
street cutting right up the 
middle of the sleepy Cap-

Janey Way Memories

Cruising on an active, busy K Street

Photo courtesy
Cruising on K Street in Sacramento was a popular pastime for teens coming of 
age during the 1950s and ’60s. Marty Relles recalls the weekly ritual, which is 
now just a Sacramento memory now that the street is closed to vehicular traffic.

itol city. So, every Satur-
day night, teenagers drove 
their cars – some hot, some 
not – down to K Street to 
cruise.

This made for a scene 
right out of “American 
Graffiti.” You saw every 
kind of car: shiny blue and 
white 1957 Chevrolets, 
fast, red Ford convert-
ibles, hot rod model A’s, 
and maybe even my 1963 
Volkswagen beetle.

People cruised K Street 
for a lot of different rea-
sons.

The guys with the cool 
cars wanted to show off 
their rides. They sped from 
one light to the next. Then, 
as their engines idled, they 
revved them up loudly. The 
noisier, the better. When 
the light turned from red 
to green, they peeled out 
leaving a line of rubber on 
the street. Sometimes they 
raced other cars from one 
light to the next.

Fortunately, with lights 
on almost every street, 
you couldn’t get going too 

fast, so accidents rarely oc-
curred.

The pol ice, howev -
er, had different  ideas 
about how much noise 
cars  should make or 
how fast  they should go. 
Drivers  a lways ran the 
risk of  gett ing a  t icket 
for  exhibit ion of  speed 
or  just  making too much 
noise.

This seemed to have lit-
tle effect on the cruisers.

Another reason for cruis-
ing K street was to meet, or 
to pick up girls.

I did that pretty often, 
usually cruising in my VW 
with my friend Jim Du-
cray. He seemed to have 
a way with words that at-
tracted the girls. When we 
did meet some girls, we 
got them to follow us back 
to Janey Way, or to some 
older friend’s apartment 
or maybe even over to the 
Mel’s Drive-in on 19th and 
J Street.

It was all pretty harm-
less fun. This was before 
the “sexual revolution,” and 

hey, we were only in our 
teens.

It was a lot more inno-
cent time.

Whatever your reason 
was for cruising K Street, 
you almost always had 
good time. Sometimes 
fights took place, but the 
police were there to set-
tle disputes quickly. You 
never heard of  guns being 
fired. The really bad boys 
might occasionally flash 
a switch-blade knife, but 
stabbings too, rarely hap-
pened.

These days, times have 
changed a lot in Sacra-
mento.

It has grown to nearly 
500,000 residents: almost 
a big city. Kids have a lot 
more things to do: going 
to River Cats games, at-
tending rock concerts, or 
seeing movies at a multi-
theatre complex.

Back in the old days, we 
had to make a lot of our own 
fun. Now the days of swing-
ing and swaying on lower K 
have become just another 
Janey Way memory.
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Special to East Sacramento News

An important party will be held 
in East Sacramento on July 21, 
and it is a party that organizers 
hope many in the community can 
attend. This special event is the 
Third annual 38th Street Blood 
Drive in East Sacramento.

“Last year, we collected 43 
pints of  blood,” said Alice McAu-
liffe, one of  the organizers of  the 
event. “ This is turning into a 
wonderful East Sacramento tra-
dition.”

The  d r ive  w i l l  b e  he ld  i n 
f ront  o f  1 1 4 1  3 8 th  Stre e t  i n 

E a st  Sac ra me nto, f rom  3  p . m . 
to  7  p . m . on  Ju ly  2 1 .

“ We’ l l  h ave  te nt s  a nd  t able s 
on  the  f ront  l aw n  a nd  t wo 
b lo o d mobi le s  pa rke d  on  the 
s t re e t ,” Mc Au l i f fe  s a id .  “As 
u su a l ,  we’ l l  b e  g r i l l i ng  s au -
s a ge s  a nd  p ou r i ng  ou r  f avor-
i te  b e ve ra ge s .”

To  f a c i l i t a t e  t h i n g s  m o v i n g 
s m o o t h l y,  p o t e n t i a l  b l o o d 
d o n o r s  a r e  a s k e d  t o  s c h e d u l e 
a n  a p p o i n t m e n t .  Th i s  c a n  b e 
d o n e  b y  c o n t a c t i n g  Mc Au -
l i f f e  a t  ( 9 1 6 )  4 5 1 - 5 5 0 7  o r 
e m a i l i n g  h e r  a t  a l i c e m c a u -
l i f f e @ s b c g l o b a l . n e t .  L e a v e 

y o u r  n a m e ,  p h o n e  n u m b e r 
a n d  a  p r e f e r r e d  t i m e  f o r  d o -
n a t i n g .  Ap p o i n t m e n t s  w i l l 
b e  f i l l e d  i n  1 5  m i n u t e  i n t e r -
v a l s .

Anyone  who  i s  1 7  ye a rs  o ld 
or  o ld e r  ca n  d on ate  b lo o d . 
Tho s e  who  a re  1 6  ye a rs  o ld 
ca n  d on ate  w i th  pa re nt a l  p e r-
m i ss ion , u s i ng  a  form  ava i l -
ab le  on  the  w w w. blo o d s ou rce .
or g  web s i te .

Re me mb e r  to  br i ng  pho -
to  id e nt i f i ca t ion  a nd  to  d r i n k 
p le nt y  o f  f lu id s  b e fore  com -
i ng  to  d on ate  b lo o d . If  you 
h ave  a ny  q u e st ion s  ab out  e l -

i g i b i l i t y,  ca l l  ( 8 0 0 )  9 9 5 - 4 4 2 0 
a nd  a sk  for  the  “ Nu rs e  o f  the 
Day.”

Mc Au l i f fe  k nows  th at  b lo o d 
d on at ion s  m a ke  a  d i f fe re nce , 
wh ich  i s  why  she  or g a n i z e s 
th i s  e ve nt  e ve r y  ye a r.  L ive s 
a re  ex te nd e d  a nd  s ave d  by  the 
s e l f l e s s  g iv i ng  o f  b lo o d  d o -
nors  who  w i l l  ne ve r  k now  the 
n a me s  o f  the  p e ople  the y  h ave 
he lp e d .

“ We  hold  th i s  i n  me mor y  of 
my  wond e r f u l  mom ,” Mc Au -
l i f fe  s a id .  “ ( She)  l ive d  ye a rs 
longe r  a s  a  re su l t  o f  nu me r-
ou s  b lo o d  t ra n s f u s ion s .”

East Sacramento’s Third annual 38th Street Blood Drive is July 21

Experience 
‘Harmony 
Henna’ at the 
McKinley Library
Special to East Sacramento News

Experience the look of tat-
toos without the discomfort at 
“Harmony Henna with Jackie 
Robbins” at the McKinley Li-
brary on Saturday, July 9 from 
1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Henna is a temporary and 
safe expression of one’s joy 
and individuality. Experienced 
henna artist Jackie Robbins 
will provide free henna tat-
toos and will talk about the 
history and cultural relevance 
of henna. This adult program 
is part of the Sacramento Li-
brary’s Summer Reading Pro-
gram, and is free.

The McKinley Library is 
located in the north wing of 
the Clunie Clubhouse in love-
ly McKinley Park, at 601 Al-
hambra Blvd. in Sacramen-
to. For more information, call 
(916) 264-2700 or visit www.
saclibrary.org.

Photo courtesy, Sacramento Public Library
Adults can experience “Harmony 
Henna with Jackie Robbins” at the 
McKinley Library on Saturday, July 9.
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
East Sacramento News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is part one 
of a two-part series regarding 
the history of East Sacramen-
to’s former New Helvetia Cem-
etery.

When it comes to lo-
cal history, many longtime 
Sacramentans can proud-
ly tell those of younger 
generations how they re-
member when East Sac-
ramento’s Sutter Middle 
School, which is located 
south of McKinley Park 
at the corner of Alhambra 
Boulevard and J Street, was 
the site of a city park. But 
few people today can recall 
seeing the site during its 
pre-park years.

It is somewhat ironic that 
the only evidence at this site 
relating to this earlier era 
is a tombstone-like marker, 
which describes the proper-
ty’s former existence as a pi-
oneer cemetery, which includ-
ed many large markers.

Indeed, a full-fledged ceme-
tery, complete with stone and 
wooden headstones and large 
monuments, once covered the 
site where the school grounds 
are located today, as is evident 
by the information provided 
on the non-cemetery marker 
– which sits along the fence 
line of the school’s Alham-
bra Boulevard side – as well 
as a variety of historical docu-
mentations.

The fact that the cemetery 
was established in the 1840s 
as the burial plot of Sutter’s 
Fort is sufficient enough in-

formation for one who has at 
least a general understanding 
of Sacramento’s roots to re-
alize that the school sits on 
one of the city’s most histor-
ic sites.

Referred to in some ref-
erences as being initially 
called the “Sutter Fort Bury-
ing Ground,” this former, pri-
vate 20-acre cemetery, which 
was renamed the New Helve-
tia Cemetery in 1850 in rec-
ognition of its location within 
Captain John Sutter’s Mex-
ican land grant by the same 
name, became the burial place 
of deceased pioneers of the 
area.

According to an article in 
the Nov. 12, 1873 edition of 
The Sacramento Union, after 
some confusion as to who was 
the first person to be buried 
at the cemetery, it was deter-

mined that this notoriety be-
longed to Major Cloud, a pay-
master in the United States 
Army, who died in July or Au-
gust 1847 – a day after falling 
off his horse about a half-mile 
southeast of Sutter’s Fort.

Also significant in the cem-
etery’s history was the exis-
tence of a burial site that in-
cluded the remains of many 
of the victims who died dur-
ing the city’s cholera epidem-
ic of 1850.

In the northeast corner of 
the cemetery was property 
designated for Chinese buri-
als.

This area was divided into 
four, 50-foot by 50-foot sec-
tions, two of which were sur-
rounded by iron fences and 
the other two with wooden 
fences. And in each lot was a 
furnace for burning clothing 
and property of the deceased 
and incense.

The cemetery was pur-
chased from Sutter by Dr. 
R.H. McDonald in 1850, and 

seven years later, it was sold to 
J.W. Reeves.

During Reeves’ ownership 
of the New Helvetia Ceme-
tery, in 1860, it was reported 
by The Union that the cem-
etery had totaled 420 inter-
ments.

Reeves later deeded the 
cemetery to the city of Sacra-
mento for use as a public cem-
etery.

In 1885, the cemetery was 
overhauled, as very large trees 
that were believed to detract 
from the beauty of the buri-
al grounds were removed, 
smaller trees were trimmed, 
weeds were cut down, drive-
ways were improved and ag-
ing redwood markers were re-
furbished.

A year after the cemetery’s 
major facelift, however, the 
Sacramento Record-Union re-
ported that the writing on 
many redwood markers had 
been “obliterated by the rains 

Pioneer cemetery once sat at the site of East 
Sacramento’s Sutter Middle School

East Sacramento News photo, Lance Armstrong
Sutter Middle School at the corner at Alhambra Boulevard and J Street was once 
the site of a pioneer cemetery.

See Cemetery, page 7
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of succeeding winters” and 
in one corner of the prop-
erty, headboards “blackened 
with age” stood so close to-
gether that they had the ap-
pearance of a “stubble field” 
– a field where plant materi-
al such hay has been cut and 
left with short stubble.

On May 12, 1887, the Re-
cord-Union described the cem-
etery as being under the man-
agement of Nicholas Mohns, 
who was reported to have 
prided himself in “keeping ev-
erything scrupulously neat.”

During the same time, 
Mohns, who resided at 2830 
O St., was also in charge of 
the Jewish cemetery, which 
was established on the oppo-
site side of J Street in 1850.

Although there is no com-
plete record of the interments 
of the New Helvetia Ceme-
tery in existence, various re-
cords reveal the names of 
those who were buried at the 
cemetery.

For instance, preserved in 
the 1909 “Souvenir History 
of the First Methodist Epis-
copal Church” – a book writ-
ten for the 60th anniversary 
of the church – is a biography 
of the Rev. Elijah Merchant, 
a pioneer preacher and pastor 
whose ashes were placed in 
the New Helvetia Cemetery 
153 years ago.

A rare photograph from 
the cemetery appears in the 
book and features Merchant’s 
old headstone, which was en-
graved with the words: “Eli-
jah Merchant, member of the 
Cala Conference, Died at Los 
Angeles, Oct. 26, 1857, aged 
28 years, ‘I have fought a good 
fight.’”

The book also notes that 
the ashes of other preach-
ers who participated in the 

annual “California Confer-
ence,” which was referred 
to on Merchant’s head-
stone, were consecrated 
within the same plot at the 
cemetery.

Additionally, the 1909 First 
M.E. Church book refers to a 
then-current and now histor-
ical part of the cemetery’s his-
tory, the possible removal of 
the cemetery.

Due to flooding during 
the cemetery’s early years 
and eventual development 
in the area, discussions re-
garding the abandonment 
and potential elimination of 
the cemetery continuously 
resurfaced.

The cemetery officially op-
erated until 1912, despite the 
fact that the city had previ-
ously discouraged any future 
burials at this cemetery and 
suggested that many of the 
existing remains at this site be 
relocated.

In the midst of the well-
publicized efforts to trans-
form the cemetery into a 
park, the city purchased the 
Chinese portion of the cem-
etery for $3,020 in 1917 and 
the Chinese remains were re-
moved.

Work to eliminate tomb-
stones from the old ceme-
tery for a future park resulted 
in only 15 tombstones being 
present at the site in early July 
1918.

Although the park plan 
was approved by the city’s 
park board in January 1920, 
efforts to replace the site’s 
monuments with small 
markers was a lengthy pro-
cess, as nine graves still had 
monuments on them as late 
as July 1922.

The remaining tombstones 
were eventually removed and 

the park became known as 
Helvetia Park.

However, the fact that most 
of the graves were still locat-
ed at the park was not entire-
ly lost, as the park remained 
a cemetery, included markers, 

and many of the city’s annu-
al directories listed the site as 
Helvetia Cemetery Park.

The site remained a park 
until the early 1950s, and 
in the mid-1950s, the re-
mains of 5,235 people were 

removed from the park and 
relocated to other local cem-
eteries, in anticipation of the 
construction of Sutter Ju-
nior High School – present-
ly Sutter Middle School – at 
3150 I St.

Cemetery: First cemetery occupant was buried in 1847, after fall from horse
Continued from page 6

East Sacramento News photo, Lance Armstrong
Sutter Middle School was built on the former site of an historic Sacramento cemetery.
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(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
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spEcial alzhEimEr’s living

fRienDly viSitoRS pRogRamDocument pRep SeRviceS

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

elDeRly SeRviceS

YoUr ad shoUld BE hErE!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

fiji angel care

in homE carE

Home Care 24/7
Hospice welcome

Live-in–Live-out–Hourly

call now!  (916) 753-2144

License & Liablility

youR SeRviceS aRe
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call melissa toDay
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(916) 429-9901

Special to East Sacramento News

With the warm weather upon 
us, the buzzing of mosquitoes is 
everywhere. Late rains and hot 
temperatures create the ideal con-
ditions for mosquitoes to breed. 
Mosquitoes are not only annoy-
ing, but they can also transmit se-
rious diseases like West Nile vi-
rus.

You can prevent mosquitoes and 
protect yourself  from bites by fol-
lowing these tips:
•	 Mosquitoes need water to live; they 

especially like water that is dirty and 
not moving. Drain all sources of wa-
ter around your home that may be-
come a fertile breeding ground for 
mosquitoes.

•	At least once a week, walk 
around your property and check 
around your yard for any con-
tainers that may collect water. 
Empty all buckets, flower pots, 
children’s toys, cans or wheel 
barrows.

•	 If you are going to enjoy the out-
doors around dawn and dusk when 
mosquitoes are most active, dress 
appropriately in pants and a light 
long sleeved shirt to prevent mos-
quitoes from biting you.

•	Any time you’re outdoors when 
mosquitoes are out; protect 
your skin from mosquito bites 
by using an effective insect re-
pellent. There are many vari-
eties of repellent including lo-
tions, sprays, oils, towelettes, 
etc. Repellents have various ac-
tive ingredients such as DEET, 
Picaridin, Oil of Lemon Euca-
lyptus, and IR3535 (from the 
AVON products). The most 
important thing to look for in 
a repellent is the percentage of 
the active ingredient which can 
range from five percent and up. 
The more active ingredient it 
contains, the longer it will keep 
you protected and will need to 
re-apply less often. For exam-
ple, if  a repellent has seven per-

cent of the active ingredient, 
this will provide approximate-
ly two to three hours of protec-
tion. You may also consider the 
activity you will be engaging in. 
For example, an everyday walk 
to the park will require a lower 
percentage of the active ingre-
dient however if  you are going 
camping where there are other 
biting insects, a stronger repel-
lent will be necessary.

•	Do not over water your lawn 
and utilize yard waste contain-
ers for grass clippings and other 
debris.

•	Change water in pet dishes and 
bird baths frequently.

•	Stock ornamental ponds, foun-
tains and animal water troughs 
with mosquito fish. 

•	Dispose of old tires in your back 
yard. 

•	 Keep hot tubs or spas clean or cov-
ered.

•	Run the filter and skimmer in 
your swimming pool to keep it 

clean. If  you cannot maintain 
your pool, free mosquito fish 
are available. Report any ne-
glected pools to the Sacramen-
to-Yolo Mosquito Control Dis-
trict.

To report  any mosquito  problems 
or  request  a  se rv ice ,  p lease  cal l 
(800) 429-1022 or  v i s it  www.
FIGHTtheBITE.net 

FIGHT the BITE!
Summer barbeques, bathing suits, boating…the buzz of mosquitoes

Photo courtesy, Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito Vector Control District
Don’t get “munched” this summer – take every 
precaution to keep mosquitoes from spreading 
disease. Drain standing water on your property, 
maintain (or report) neglected pools and wear 
mosquito repellant.
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Sacramento 
Zoo celebrates 
27th annual Ice 
Cream Safari

What’s your favorite ice 
cream flavor? Cookies and 
cream, mint chip, strawberry, 
pralines and cream? Now you 
don’t have to choose, you can 
have them all. Some 400 vol-
unteers will scoop 10 flavors 
of Baskin Robbins ice cream 
in cups, cones, sundaes and 
floats for one evening. It’s the 
Sacramento Zoo’s 27th annu-
al Ice Cream Safari, Saturday 
July 23 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Have a brain-freezing good 
time with delicious all-you-
can-eat ice cream, all-you-
can-drink soft drinks, popsi-
cles, live entertainment and 
face painting. Additional food 
and raffle tickets will be avail-
able for purchase.

Zoo volunteers are pre-
pared to scoop nearly 1,000 
gallons of ice cream in 10 dif-
ferent flavors at this one-of-
a-kind ice cream extravagan-
za. See what flavor awaits as 
you stroll past the flamingos, 
lions, tigers and giraffes. 

Presale tickets for this pop-
ular fundraiser are $17 for 
general admission and $13 
for children (ages 2-11); chil-
dren one and under are free. 
Or purchase your tickets at 
the door the day of the event; 
$20 for adults; $15 children 
(ages 2-11). Tickets are avail-
able at the Zoo, online at 
www.saczoo.org or at (916) 
808-5888.

Open since 1927, the Sac-
ramento Zoo is home to over 
450 native, rare and endan-
gered animals and is one of 
over 200 accredited institu-
tions of the Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums. Locat-
ed near the corner of Land 
Park Drive and Sutterville 
Road in Sacramento’s Wil-
liam Land Park, the Zoo is 
wholly managed by the non-
profit Sacramento Zoological 
Society.

This Sacramento treasure 
inspires conservation aware-
ness through education and 
recreation. The zoo is open 
daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
General admission is $11; 
children ages 2-11 are $7 and 
children ages one and under 
are admitted free. Parking is 
free throughout the park.

Special to East Sacramento News

Does you teddy want to take a trip? Does your walrus 
want to wander the world?

On Sunday, July 17, from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m., children are invit-
ed to bring a plush companion to the library and wish it “Bon 
Voyage!” Their friend will be set to travel the world in style.

This unique school-age children’s program at the Central 
Library will give children a sense of adventure, as their be-
loved stuffed animal takes a “trip” and travels.

On Sunday, July 24, the stuffed animals will be ready to 
pick up and will bring back exciting stories to tell.

One word of caution: bring stuffed animals that have “agreed” to 
travel. Some stuffed animals can experience separation anxiety if such 
an event is “sprung” on them as a surprise. Ask your child to consult his 
or her stuffed friends to select the best candidate for travel.

The Central Library is located at 828 I Street in Sacra-
mento. For more information, call (916) 264-2700 or visit 
www.saclibrary.org.

‘Stuffed Animal World Tour’ coming to Central Library
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By BENN HODAPP
East Sacramento News writer
benn@valcomnews.com

It’s not whether you win or 
lose; it’s how you play the game. 
There is no “I” in team. It’s not 
the size of the dog in the fight, 
it’s the size of the fight in the 
dog. These are some of the mot-
tos that could apply to the Col-
lege Greens Gators recreational 
swim team in East Sacramento.

The Gators, founded in 
1965, are the smallest team 
in the eight-team Sacramento 
Suburban Swim League. And 
while the relatively small size of 
the team may keep the Gators 
from scoring as many points 
as the larger squads, the 162 
members at College Greens 
(roughly half of which reside 
in East Sacramento, the oth-

ers come from Arden and the 
surrounding area) continue to 
thrive in the water while setting 
different goals beyond just win-
ning and losing.

“This year the team is much 
better,” said Coach Pat Daniels. 
“There are more things in place 
to improve the team.”

Daniels, who is in his second 
year as coach of the Gators, 
said that the team has been able 
to retain more swimmers than 
in past years. The team has 
had problems in the past with 
members quitting the team.

The Gators may not pose a sig-
nificant threat to the teams with 
300-400 members, but Daniels 
has implemented ways for his 
swimmers to be successful.

“What we take away (from 
competition) is individual im-

provement,” he said. “We may 
also shoot to score a certain 
amount of points in a certain 
age group.”

He also said that he and 
swimmers will set goal times 
rather than worry about the 
competition.

“If we reach our goal times, it 
will result in scoring points.”

He also posts the “Top 10” 
times in the previous year’s 
championship meet in differ-
ent events so that the kids have 
something to shoot for that 
they can see.

Daniels swam in the very 
same league when he was a 

child (for the El Dorado Hills 
Tazmanian Devils, nicknamed 
the “Taz”) before moving on 
to swim for the Sierra Mar-
lins Swim Team (SMST) year 
round when he was 14. He 
went on to swim at Oak Ridge 
High School and for two years 
at UC Davis.

After each team faces off head 
to head with the other seven 
team in the league, the season 
ends with a league champion-
ship meet at Sierra College that 
includes all eight teams com-
peting together. With less than 
half of the members of some 
of the other teams, the Gators 

simply cannot score enough 
points to come out on top as 
a team, but that doesn’t mean 
that the team is without gifted 
swimmers.

One such swimmer, whom 
Daniels said consistently wins 
her races, is 15-year-old Mor-
gan McClure. McClure, who 
recently finished her fresh-
man year at Rio Americano 
High School, has been in the 
water since she was only four 
years old. She learned how to 
swim with the Gators up un-
til the age of eight. She com-

College Greens Gators a founding team in 
the Sacramento Suburban Swim League

Photo courtesy, College Greens Swim Team
There is no “I” in TEAM. The College Greens Gators focus on individual achievement and personal best times. But that 
doesn’t mean that they don’t have a strong bond as a team. Friendships made on the team can last a lifetime. Left to right, 
Alice Urkov, Anne-Marie Barbour, Poppy Ruyak, Taylor Monette, Annabella Rolleri.

See Gators, page 15
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peted with the Arden Hills 
Swim Team, a USA Swim-
ming team, from ages eight to 
14 and is now in her second 
year back with the Gators.

McClure still holds four 
all-time team records in her 
age group from when she was 
eight years old and younger 
and holds six records in the 
13-14 age group.

While she may very well be 
one of the best swimmers on 
the team (if not the best), Mc-
Clure is quick to push away 

any praise heaped in her di-
rection.

“I just go to practice and 
work hard,” she said. “I guess I 
have some natural ability, but 
(success) comes from train-
ing.”

She also enjoys the social as-
pect and family atmosphere of 
the College Greens Swim and 
Racquet Club where the team 
practices.

“It’s a really nice community. 
Everyone is friendly and no one 
is ever left out,” she said. “I’ve 

made a lot of friends in my time 
here as well.”

McClure’s mother Linda was 
a member of the Gators from 
ages  of 10 to 18. Linda said she 
moved to Sacramento when 
she was nine or ten and swam 
all the way up until the age cut-
off at 18. She also remarked on 
the family vibe at the club and 
that it has a nice community at-
mosphere.

The team does a few fund-
raisers throughout the year in 
order to pay for some team ex-

penses, according to team pres-
ident Tom Monette.

“We have an adult social for 
the parents as well as a Swim-
a-thon where kids swim as 
many laps as they can in a cer-
tain amount of time and there 
are pledges made per lap,” he 
said.

This year’s Swim-a-thon 
took place on July 6.

Many of the current team 
members have parents and sib-
lings who swam for the team 
years ago. The Gators are made 

up of seven different age levels 
(6 and under, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12, 
13-14, 15-16 and 17-18).

For information on the Col-
lege Greens Swim Team, visit 
www.leaguelineup.com/colleg-
egreens. The club is located at 
2707 Notre Dame Dr. in Sac-
ramento. The other teams in 
the league are the Broadstone 
Barracudas, El Dorado Hills 
Taz, Folsom Sea Otters, Gran-
ite Bay Gators, Loomis Dol-
phins, Park Terrace Penguins 
and Sierra Sharks.

Gators: Swimming runs in the family – moms, dads former Gators
Continued from page 14

Photo courtesy, College Greens Swim Team
College Greens swimmer Taylor Monette.

Photo courtesy, College Greens Swim Team
College Greens Gators Jane Gregory and Megan Schirmer wait for their events to 
be posted at a recent swim meet.

Photo courtesy, College Greens Swim Team
Jared Hook, a member of the College Greens Swim Team, 
strives for a personal “best” in the 25 yard breaststroke event.
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For more Calendar entries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: susan@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

Reunions

JFK High ’69, ’70, ’71
July 16: The John F. Kennedy High 
School combined reunion for the class-
es of 1969, 1970 and 1971 is rapidly ap-
proaching! We are in need of contact in-
formation so we can spread the word to 
as many of our old friends and classmates 
as possible. For more information please 
send your email address and/or phone 
number to: jfkreunion69-70-71@hotmail.
com or call (916) 475-3816
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

JFK High Class of 1981
Aug. 6: The John F. Kennedy High School 
Class of 1981 will celebrate its 30th Re-
union. $75/person. 6 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 
Valley High Country Club, 9595 Franklin 
Blvd., Elk Grove. Visit www.johnfkenne-
dyclassof81.com for more information.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Ongoing

Tai Chi
Daily, except Sundays: Meditation, breath-
ing, forms and various styles of Tai Chi are 
taught. No experience necessary. Everyone 
welcome. Free. 8 a.m.–9 a.m. Reichmuth 
Park, 6135 Gloria Dr., Sac. (601) 559-5481
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Meaning and Medium
Through July 10: This exhibition explores 
the diversity of media in art, including pho-
tography, painting, sculpture, and mixed me-
dia. Pieces on display include work from 
various Sacramento-area high schools. 
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 
808-7000, www.crockerartmuseum.org.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Bytes of Reality’
Through July 17: Southern California artist 
Daniel Douke responds to everyday experi-
ence by rendering the transient packaging of 
consumer products – particularly the box. 
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 
808-7000, www.crockerartmuseum.org.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Photosynthetic Restaurant
Through July 17: Gourmet Sunlight for 
Plants as Catered by Jonathon Keats, a con-
ceptual artist, fabulist, and critic, has developed 
a gourmet cuisine for the world’s first photo-
synthetic restaurant, set in the floral plantings 
in front of the historic Art Gallery building 
of the Crocker Art Museum. 216 O St., Sac. 
(916) 808-7000, www.crockerartmuseum.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Defending the Caveman’
Through Sept. 11: Broadway’s smash com-
edy about the sexes, written by Rob Beck-
er. Call for times, prices. The Cosmopoli-
tan Cabaret, 10th and K streets., Sac.. (916) 
557-1999 www.CosmopolitanCabaret.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Landscapes from the Age of 
Impressionism
Through Sept. 18: This exhibition of ap-
proximately 40 paintings includes many of 
the finest examples of mid-19th through ear-
ly 20th-century French and American land-
scapes from the collection of the Brooklyn 
Museum. These works form a broad survey 

of landscape painting as practiced by lead-
ing French artists such as Gustave Courbet 
and Claude Monet, as well as their most sig-
nificant American followers, including Chil-
de Hassam and John Singer Sargent. Crocker 
Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 808-
7000, www.crockerartmuseum.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Transcending Vision: American 

Impressionism, 1870–1940
Through Sept. 25: “Transcending Vision” 
traces the development of Impressionism in 
the United States and the growth of a tru-
ly American style of painting. The exhibition 
includes works by more than 75 prominent 
American artists including George Bellows, 
George Inness, Childe Hassam, Ernest Law-
son, Lilla Cabot Perry and Julian Alden Weir. 
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 
808-7000, www.crockerartmuseum.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Gardens and Grandeur: Porcelains 
and Paintings by Franz A. Bischoff
Through Oct. 23: After beginning his ca-
reer as a china painter in Bavaria, Franz A. 
Bischoff immigrated to the United States in 
1885 to become one of the foremost porcelain 
painters of his day. He won numerous awards 
and earned the title “King of the Rose Paint-
ers.” “Gardens and Grandeur” features approx-
imately 40 examples of Bischoff ’s work, in-
cluding porcelains, still lifes, and landscapes. 
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 
808-7000, www.crockerartmuseum.org.org

July

Bilingual Toastmasters
July 7, 14, 21, 28: Una oportunidad unica 
para mejorar sus habilidades bilingues y su-
perar el temor de hablar delante de gente con 
nuestro club Los Oradores Toastmasters. Im-
prove your language skills and lose fear of 
speaking in front of people in Spanish and 
English with Los Oradores. Every Thursday/
Cada Jueves 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm Sutter Can-
cer Center 2800 L Street, Sac. Teri Bulling-
ton (916) 723-6232 teri.bullington@gmail.
com,www.sacramentotoastmasters.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
July 7, 14, 21, 28: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle with obesity, food obsession or 
eating disorders. Meets Thursdays. 9 a.m. 
St. Andrews United Methodist Church, 
6201 Spruce Ave., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Living Positive with Chronic 
Disease group
July 7, 14, 21, 28: Meet-up group for peo-
ple living with chronic disease who hon-
or how important a positive mindset is. If 
you want to complain – this isn’t the group 
for you. The group will discuss and support: 
best practices for managing your condition, 
communication strategies, ways to laugh, 
have fun, engage with life and more. Free. 
Meets Thursdays. 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. Star-
bucks, 1401 Alhambra Blvd., Sac. Danea 
Horn (503) 319-4247
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of East Sacramento
July 7, 14, 21, 28: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international top-
ics. Visitors welcome. 12:15 p.m.–1:15 p.m., 
every Thurs. Salvation Army Dining Hall, 
2550 Alhambra Blvd., Sac. www.rotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
July 7, 14, 21, 28: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international topics. 
Visitors welcome. 7:30 a.m., every Thurs. 
Aviators Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., 
Sac. Kelly Byam (916) 684-6854.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sutterville Heights Optimist Club
July 7, 14, 21, 28: Come enjoy community 
speakers and community projects for youth. 
12 noon., every Thurs. Aviators Restaurant, 
6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Cliff  (916) 427-
2698 or Mary-Jo at (916) 691-3059
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Kiwanis Club of East Sacramen-

to–Midtown
July 8, 15, 22, 29: Come listen to an inter-
esting guest speaker weekly; community ser-
vice, serving the children of the world. Vis-
itors welcome, first breakfast “on us.” 7 a.m. 
– 8 a.m. Fridays. 2875 50th St., UC Davis 
Med. Ctr., Sac. (916) 761-2124 www.east-
sacmidtownkiwanis.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Point West
July 8, 15, 22, 29: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international top-
ics. Visitors welcome. 7 a.m., every Fri. Dou-
bleTree Hotel, 2001 Point West Way., Sac. 
www.pointwestrotary.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimists of Sacramento
July 8, 15, 22, 29: Soroptimist Inter-
national of Sacramento South, a ser-
vice club for business and professional 
women, meets Fridays. 11:15 a.m.–
12:45 p.m. Casa Garden Restaurant, 
2760 Sutterville Rd., Sac. Barbara Mc-
Donald, (916) 363-6927
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
July 9, 16, 23, 30: 12-Step group for 
those who struggle with obesity, food ob-
session or eating disorders. Meets Sat-
urdays. 8 a.m. Mercy General Hospital 
North Auditorium, 4001 J St., Sac. (800) 
600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
July 10, 17, 24, 31: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle to maintain healthy relation-
ships. Meets Sundays. 2 p.m. Heritage Oaks 
Hospital, 4300 Auburn Blvd., Rm.101, Sac 
(866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community Sunday breakfast
July 10, 17, 24, 31: Enjoy a delicious 
breakfast of eggs Benedict, corned beef 
hash, Joe’s scramble, pancakes and more. 
8:30 a.m.–11 a.m, every Sun. $9. Elks 
Lodge No. 6, 6446 Riverside Blvd. (at Flo-
rin Rd.), Sac. Proceeds benefit student 
scholarships. www.elks6.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sunday Support for the Widowed
July 10, 17, 24, 31: The Widowed Persons 
Assn. sponsors Sunday Support sessions which 
are held every Sunday, rain or shine – holidays 
included. 3 p.m.–5 p.m. 2628 El Camino Ave., 
Ste. D-18 (east of Fulton). Widows and widow-
ers welcome. Barbara Stewart (916) 363-3482
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Taste of East Sacramento
July 10: Come enjoy this fabulous wine-and-
dine event, which benefits the Pops in the Park 
concerts. 5 p.m.–7 p.m. Tickets $30 in ad-
vance of June 30, $40 at the door. Sheperd Gar-
den and Art Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd., Sac. 
(916) 452-8011, eastsacchamber@aol.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
July 11, 18, 25: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle to maintain healthy relation-
ships. Meets Mondays. 7:30 p.m. Friends 
Community Church Fireside Room, 4001 E 
St., Sac. (866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Hatha yoga
July 11, 18, 25: Align the body through 
breathing techniques, postures and deep re-
laxation. 3 p.m.–4 p.m. Hart Senior Center, 
915 27th St., Sac. (916)808-5462. Meets 
every Mon. Repeats Wed., Fri.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of South Sacramento
July 11, 18, 25: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international topics. 
Visitors welcome. 11:30 a.m., every Mon. 
Casa Garden Restaurant, 2760 Sutterville 
Rd., Sac. www.rotary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tai Chi & Chi Keung
July 11, 18, 25: Chinese exercise combines 
specific movements and relaxation. 1:30 to 
2:30 p.m., Hart Senior Center, 915 27th St., 
Sac. Meets every Mon. (916) 808-5462
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
July 11, 18, 25: Have fun while improv-
ing speaking & leadership skills. Klassy 
Talkers Toastmasters. 7 p.m.–8:30 p.m. 
Mondays. Executive Airport, 6151 Free-
port Blvd., Sac. Ann Owens (916) 601-
4652 www.klassytalkers.freetoasthost.org
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Quilters Pride’
July 12 – Aug. 6: “Quilters Pride” is 
an exhibition of works by the Mon-
day Morning Quilters of the Northmin-
ster Presbyterian Church. Gallery hours: 
11 a.m.–7 p.m. Tuesday, 11 a.m.–3 p.m. 
Wednesday through Saturday. Sacramen-
to Fine Arts Center, 5330B Gibbons Dr., 
Carmichael. (916) 971-3713
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘The Producers’
July 12–17: Down-on-his-luck Broad-
way producer Max Bialystock and accoun-
tant Leo Bloom sing and dance their way 
through the biggest show-biz scam in his-
tory. Call for times, prices. Music Circus. 
(916) 557-1999 www.SacramentoMusic-
Circus.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Arden-Arcade
July 12, 19, 26: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international top-
ics. Visitors welcome. 12 noon, every Tues. 
Jackson Catering and Events, 1120 Fulton 
Ave., Sac. (916) 925-2787, www.ardenar-
caderotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Carmichael
July 12, 19, 26: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international topics. 
Visitors welcome. 6 p.m., every Tues Palm 
Street Pub & Grill, 6416 Fair Oaks Blvd., 
Carmichael. www.rotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

See more page Calendar, page 20
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Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

ADDITION SPECIALIST

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

AIR CONDITIONING

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the East Sacramento News 

Home Improvement page

CARPET/FLOORING MASTER YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CLEANING

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

CALL 444-0551

DON’T WAIT–BEAT THE HEAT!
Season Special

A/C Check-up–$85.00

REBATES/TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE/ ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS 

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 
 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

 LIC# 696355

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

CALL  429-9901 
TO ADVERTISE YOUR SERVICE

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

PaINtING

haRdwood FLooRING & MoRE

specializing in installing, 
sanding, and finishing 

hardwood flooring. 
Also do home repairs from 
painting to electrical work. 

Call mike – (916) 383-8742
lic # 544159/Ref. Available

Hardwood Flooring

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL woRK GUaRaNtEEd / SENIoR dISCoUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

LaNdSCaPINGhaRdwood FLooRING

LaNdSCaPING

3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

East Sac Specialists
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

tREE SERVICE

PaINtINGMaSoNRy

your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and reserve your 
space on the East Sacramento News

home Improvement page

your ad should be here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

PLUMBING

handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RaIN GUttER CLEaNING
• RototILLING/& Sod PLaCEMENt
• CoNCREtE REMoVaL
• haULING/SPRINKLER REPaIR
• PRESSURE waShING

SPECIaLS FoR SENIoRS/*SERVING thE aREa FoR oVER 14 yRS*

lic#128758/Ref

Summer Clean-up SPECIALSFREEdoM
haNdyMaN SERVICES

haNdyMaN

no Job Too smAll!
Call Eric

(916) 470-3488

Carbon monoxide Detector 
installation

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement!
–Plumbing – Carpentry – electrical
– yard Care – Hauling – sprinklers

Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

CAPiTol eleCTRiC

ELECtRICaL CoNtRaCtoR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial work since 1960

Repairs, trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from angie’s List

neil mcintire –– C.s.l.# 394307

sunshine electrical

security lighting
upgrades/Remodels/Repairs

spa electrical
FRee estimates/small jobs oK

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca license # 633853

ELECtRICaL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!
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1986 Olds cutless ciera
grandma’s classic
Oldsmobile Cutless Ciera for sale. 82,300 
mi., good condition, $2800 cash. Call (916) 
600-3904.

HandYman
summer clean-up specials! 
Rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod 
placement, rototilling, pressure washing/power 
spray, yard work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub 
removal, general labor, fence repair, odd jobs & 
more. References available. licensed. call les
at 838-1247.

HandYman serVices
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! lic# 908942. call steven 
at 230-2114.

HandYman
specializing in flOOring
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring. Also, home 
repairs from painting to electrical work. Call Mike at  
(916) 383-8742. Lic#544159

pet pOrtraits
Original pet pOrtraits
Orig inal  Pet  Port ra i ture.  Real is t ic  paint -
i n g s  o f  b e l o v e d  p e t s .  P e r f e c t  g i f t  f o r 
animal-lovers! Reasonable prices. Submit 
photograph–turn around 7-10 days. Email 
m e l i s s a @ m e l i s s a a n d r e w s . c o m  o r  c a l l 
447-4441.

prOduce
prOduce
Cherries, peaches, apricots, tomatoes, melons 
in season @ The Farm, 14th Street at Elkhorn 
Blvd. Open 9-6, Sunday thru Friday. Closed 
Saturday. 

tax preparer

#1 tax preparer
28 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax re-
turns including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including all State 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTEC Registered & Bonded. Please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. 
Same low 1990 rates. www.taxirene.info

#1 BOOkkEEPER
28 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & 
Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. 
Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820.. www.taxirene.info

bOOkkeeping

adVertise  YOur rentals 

Call 429-9901

Advertise in California Kids! 
Serving Greater Sacramento, 

For more information, call Marc
(916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community 
Newspapers, Inc.

John F. Kennedy High School 
Reunion - Class of 1971

Welcomes classes 1969 & 1970 to 
join this semi-formal event to cel-

ebrate 40+ years of memories.
Sat., July 16, 6 p.m. to Sun., 17th, 1 a.m.

Hyatt Regency, Grand Ball Room
1209 L Street, Sacramento, CA 

$75 per/payable to JFK Class of 1971 

Mail to: Curtis Yew, 840 Klein Way
Sacramento, CA 95831

Contact:  yewcpa@pacbell.net

Check out the
Home Improvement Guide 

 in the East Sacramento News.

Call  429-9901.

Upholstery class
July 12, 13, 19, 20, 26, 27: Learn how to 
upholster! All types: furniture, auto, boat. 
Adult ed class taught by an upholstery 
professional. Tuesdays, 11 a.m.–3 p.m., 
Wednesdays, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. $45 for four 
weeks. McClaskey Adult Center, 5241 J St., 
Sac. Jerry Prettyman (916) 806-2172
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Crochet Guild
July 13, Aug. 10, Sept. 14: Crocheters 
of all levels of ability and all ages are 
invited to join the Sacramento Crochet 
Guild. Learn new crochet techniques, 
exhibit at State Fair, do charity work. 
Mentoring program. Show and tell. Mini 
classes. Library and newsletter avail-
able. Club member of the Crochet Guild 
of America. Meets the second Wednes-
day of the month at 6:30 p.m. Seniors: 
$6/yr. Enter from parking lot. Church of 
the Cross, 45th & H sts., Sac. Karolyn 
(916) 457-4044
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Nicotine Anonymous
July 13, 20, 27: Nicotine Anonymous 
meeting. Meets every Monday, 5:30 
p.m.–6:30 p.m. Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 1300 N St., Sac. Brandi Bowman 
(916) 984-3501
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Referrals Plus
July 13, Aug. 10, Sept. 14: Referrals 
Plus, a women’s networking group, helps 
women in business with connections, re-
sources, promotions and ideas. We meet 
the 2nd Wed. of every month. 12:15 
p.m. for meeting/luncheon in Green-
haven area. RSVP required. www.refer-
ralsplus.org
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Senior Wednesday Club
July 13, 20, 27: The Senior Wednesday 
Club meets to chat, play bridge, pinochle or 
bingo. Free. Bring a brown-bag lunch. Free 
coffee, tea and dessert. Meets Wednesdays. 
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Mission Oaks Com-
munity Building, 4701 Gibbons Dr., Carmi-
chael. Judi (916) 247-6020
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
July 13, 20, 27: All area business peo-
ple invited to hone their speaking skills. 
Noon–1:15 p.m., every Wed. River City 
Speakers Toastmasters Club, Coco’s 
Restaurant, 1830 Arden Way, Sac. (916) 
747-8282
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Volkssport walking
July 14: Come join the Sacramen-
to Walking Sticks Volkssport Club! 
Monthly meetings held every second 
Thursday at 7 p.m. SMUD Headquar-
ters Bldg., Conference Center, 6201 S 
St., Sac. Those who wish to walk be-
fore the meeting, meet at Starbucks, 
1420 65t St., Sac. At 5 p.m. to walk a 
3-mile walk to CSUS campus & back. 
Barbara Nuss (916) 283-4650 or (916) 
691-7618 or nussb@surewest.net. Also 
www.SacramentoWalkingSticks.org
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Reunion JFK High ’69, ’70, ’71
July 16: The John F. Kennedy High 
School combined reunion for the class-
es of 1969, 1970, and 1971 is rapid-
ly approaching! We are in need of con-
tact information so we can spread the 
word to as many of our old friends 
and classmates as possible. Please 
send your email address and/or con-
tact information so you can added to 
the invitation list. Please send con-
tact information and or questions to: 
jfkreunion69-70-71@hotmail.com. 
Hyatt Regency, Grand Ball Room, 
1209 L St., Sac. (916) 421-4316
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Knitting and Nattering
July 18: Do you have knitting projects you 
need to finish? Do you enjoy a little conver-
sation with your knitting? Join the knitting 
group at the Arden-Dimick Library. Meets 
the first Monday of the month from 6:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m. and the third Monday of the 
month from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. (except for 
Monday holidays). Learn some new tricks 
and share your knowledge with others. All 
ages and skill levels welcome. 891 Watt Ave., 
Sac. www.saclibrary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Christian Women’s Connection
July 19: Monthly luncheon. $16. Feature: 
“Putting it All Together” – building a lasting 
wardrobe without breaking the budget. Guest 
speaker: Karan Gleddie. Reservations required 
by July 13. Carmichael Elks Lodge, 5631 Cy-
press, Carmichael. Fran (916) 332-1461, Sha-
ron (916) 361-1642 or SacCWC@aol.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Oliver!’
July 19–24: Dramatic musical adaptation 
of Charles Dickens’ novel about the orphan 
who dared to ask for more. Call for times, 
prices. Music Circus. (916) 557-1999 www.
SacramentoMusicCircus.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Genealogical Assn. of Sac
July 20: Genealogical finds and discoveries 
with the Genealogical Assn. of Sacramen-
to. New faces welcome, and help to track 
down ancestors. Meets on third Wednes-
days, 1 p.m. Belle Cooledge Library, 5600 
South Land Park Dr., Sac. Melanie Howard 
(916) 383-1221
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Anything Goes’
July 26–31: A British nobleman, a sheltered 
heiress, a Wall Street stockbroker, a bombas-
tic nightclub singer and Public Enemy No. 13 
are all aboard a luxury ocean liner in Cole Por-
ter’s madcap tap-dancing musical comedy clas-
sic. Call for times, prices. Music Circus. (916) 
557-1999 www.SacramentoMusicCircus.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Spare the Water Sacramento 
workshop
July 30, Aug. 27, Oct. 22: Water Conser-
vation can help you save water and mon-
ey. Learn how to save water and money 
in and around your home. Free conserva-
tion tips and tools. Learn about rebates, 
more. Attendance at these workshops also 
waives fines for water conservation vio-
lations. 8:30 a.m.–10:30 a.m. Workshops 
on June 25 and Aug. 27 will also contain 
Water Conservation Ambassador Train-
ing. City of Sacramento Department of 
Utilities Water Conservation Office, 2260 
Glen Ellen Circle, Sac. www.sparesac-
water.org
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Ice Cream Safari
July 23: Join Sacramento Zoo’s 27th annu-
al Ice Cream Safari! Have a brain-freezing 
good time with delicious all-you-can-eat 
ice cream, all-you-can-drink soft drinks, 
popsicles, live entertainment and face 
painting. Additional food and raffle tick-
ets will be available for purchase. 4 p.m.–8 

p.m. Presale tickets for this popular fund-
raiser are $17 for general admission and 
$13 for children (2-11); children one and 
under are free. Or purchase your tickets 
at the door the day of the event; $20 for 
adults; $15 children (2-11). Tickets are 
available at the Zoo, online at saczoo.org 
or at (916) 808-5888.

August

‘Camelot’
Aug. 2–7: Arthur, Guenevere, Lancelot and 
Merlin come alive in Lerner and Loewe’s 
inspiring musical of love, intrigue, ideal-
ism and magic in ancient England. Call for 
times, prices. Music Circus. (916) 557-1999 
www.SacramentoMusicCircus.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tea and Talk Book Club
Aug. 3: The Sacramento Public Library in-
vites adults to bring their tea cups and dis-
cuss “The Glass Castle” by Jeannette Walls. 
10 a.m. Belle Cooledge Library, 5600 South 
Land Park Dr., Sac. (916) 264-2920 www.
saclibrary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Screen on the Green
Aug. 6: “Despicable Me.” Sundown. 
Stanford Park, 205 27th St., Sac. www.
sacscreenonthegreen.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Annie Get Your Gun’
Aug. 9–14: There’s no business like show 
business, especially in Buffalo Bill’s Wild 
West Show. Music by Irving Berlin. Call for 
times, prices. Music Circus. (916) 557-1999 
www.SacramentoMusicCircus.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Volkssport walking
Aug. 11: Come join the Sacramento 
Walking Sticks Volkssport Club! Monthly 
meetings held every second Thursday at 7 
p.m. SMUD Headquarters Bldg., Confer-
ence Center, 6201 S St., Sac. Those who 
wish to walk before the meeting, meet at 
Starbucks, 1420 65t St., Sac. At 5 p.m. 
to walk a 3-mile walk to CSUS campus 
& back. Barbara Nuss (916) 283-4650 or 
(916) 691-7618 or nussb@surewest.net. 
Also www.SacramentoWalkingSticks.org
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Screen on the Green
Aug. 13: “Shrek Forever.” Sundown. 
Hagginwood School Soccer Field, 1418 
Palo Verde Ave., Sac. www.sacscree-
nonthegreen.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘I Do! I Do!’
Aug. 16–21: Wedding night jitters, 
family, mid-life crises and quarrels. Fif-
ty years of love and marriage are at the 
center of this musical. Call for times, 
prices. Music Circus. (916) 557-1999 
www.SacramentoMusicCircus.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Genealogical Assn. of Sac
Aug. 17: Genealogical finds and dis-
coveries with the Genealogical Assn. 
of  Sacramento. New faces welcome, 
and help to track down ancestors. 
Meets on third Wednesdays, 1 p.m. 
Belle Cooledge Library, 5600 South 
Land Park Dr., Sac. Melanie Howard 
(916) 383-1221
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Art, Wine & Food Tasting Classic
Aug. 20: Enjoy delicious wine and food 
tastings plus art displays, live music and 
silent auction. Benefits NeighborWorks 
Sacramento Region. $40/person, $50/
door. 5 p.m.–9 p.m. Sutter Lawn Ten-
nis Club, 3951 N St., Sac. Tickets avail-
able at NeighborWorks Sacramento, 
2400 Alhambra Blvd. or www.nwsac.org 
Blanca Gutierrez (916) 452-5356 x216 
blanca@nwsac.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Screen on the Green
Aug. 20: “Secretariat.” Sundown. East 
Portal Park, 1120 Rodeo Way, Sac. www.
sacscreenonthegreen.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Miss Saigon’
Aug. 23–28: A classic love story in 
one of  the most stunning theatrical 
spectacles of  all time. Call for times, 
prices. Music Circus. (916) 557-1999 
www.SacramentoMusicCircus.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Screen on the Green
Aug. 27: “Toy Story (1995)” Sundown. 
Glenn Hall Park, 5415 Sandburg Dr., Sac. 
www.sacscreenonthegreen.com

September

Tea and Talk Book Club
Sept. 7:  The Sacramento Publ ic  Li-
brary inv ites  adults  to bring their 
tea  cups and discuss  “Cutting for 
Stone” by Abraham Verghese. 10 
a .m. Bel le  Cooledge Library, 5600 
South Land Park Dr. , Sac. (916) 
264-2920 www. sacl ibrary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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Fathers celebrate 
Father’s Day with 
the fathers at 
Raley Field
Story by SUSAN LAIRD
East Sacramento News editor
Photos by STEPHEN CROWLEY
East Sacramento News photographer

In “Field of Dreams” there is an 
iconic scene at the conclusion of the 
film where the main character reach-
es the end of his journey…and the 
whole purpose of it was to re-connect 
with his father by playing “catch.”

On Father’s Day, June 19, dads were 
invited onto the playing field at Ral-
ey Field to connect and play catch 
with another type of “father” – Bish-
op Jaime Soto and other priests from 
the Diocese of Sacramento. Even Fa-
ther Joe Turnullo, chaplain at St. Fran-
cis High School, was present to shake 
hands with Dinger, the team mascot.

The “Father to Father” catch was 
held prior to the 1 p.m. game ver-
sus the Fresno Grizzlies, with Bish-
op Soto blessing all the dads on the 
field. He later threw out the first 
pitch of the game.

The River Cats eventually lost 
the game to the Grizzlies, 4 – 2, 
but split the series at two games 
apiece.
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East Sacramento News photos by Elizabeth Valente and George Macko

By ELIZABETH VALENTE
East Sacramento News writer
elizabeth@valcomnews.com

Ask anyone who attends and participates in the 
annual 4th of July parade in East Sacramento and 
they’ll all say, “It looks like a Norman Rockwell 
painting come to life.” Children, adults, even dogs – 
decked out in red, white and blue – walked, biked, 
rode in floats and even in military humvee’s down 
41st and J Streets in celebration of America’s 235th 
birthday.  

For Nancy and Todd McMullen, the annual parade 
is all about the three F’s: friends, family and fun. This 
was the couple’s sixth year attending the parade, but 
the first for their 21 month year old son Connor.

“Everyone is dressed in patriotic clothes, waving 
flags, having a great time,” Nancy said. “Very nostal-
gic.”

Everywhere one looked there were ribbons, flags, 
lights and wagons, all decorated in colors and stars in 
celebration of Independence Day. The parade began 
at 11 a.m. with Staff Sgt. Steve Trapp signing the na-
tional anthem and the local Boy Scout troop leading 
off with Pledge of Allegiance.  

Military tribute
With a mic in hand, East Sac. resident Brigadier 

General Jack Hagan addressed hundreds of partic-
ipants stating that the parade is dedicated to all the 
families on the block for holding on to traditions and 
to the men and women who continue to serve in the 
military.  For the past nine years he and his family 
have invited fellow Marines, families and single sol-
diers to their home to celebrate the Fourth of July.  
This year a group from the 270th Military Police 
Company, stationed out of 58th street, joined Briga-
dier General Hagan at his home, along with two spe-
cial Marines.  His sons, both Captains in the Marine 
Corp, were home after serving overseas.

“One son was in Afghanistan and one was in Iraq,” 
said Brigadier General Hagan. “This parade has been 
going on for more than 80 years and I can only de-
scribe it as a slice of Norman Rockwell, Americana. 
It’s a great day.”

“By inviting Marines and other military personnel 
to an event like this it honors our past and present,” 
said Kristina Robinson, an MP in the 270th Police 
Company.  

Traditions
Along with homemade floats, hand held flags, the 

local fire engine, and families laughing and sing-
ing along to “America,” the neighborhood celebra-
tion wouldn’t be traditional without a potluck picnic. 
For more than 30 years Mary Carboni has celebrat-
ed with family and friends the traditional ‘picnic’ in 
front of her J St. home.

“We’ve had a few interruptions, but we’re pretty 
good about having it every year,” said Carboni.  “My 
husband and I do the hotdogs while friends bring 
shared potluck which consists of everything from ap-
ple pie to burgers and corn.”

New Generation
“My kids have grown up knowing this parade since 

the ’70s,” said Peter Detwiler. “Now it’s time for my 
one-year old grandson Colin to be in it. It’s a great lit-
tle family fun thing to do and like his dad, I hope he 
creates lots of memories.”

A fabulous Fourth

East Sac residents share annual holiday traditions

In East Sac the 4th of July festivities started 
at 7:45am as more than 500 people gathered at 
River Park for the annual 4th of July Fun Run 
sponsored by the Buffalo Chips Running Club. 

“This is the 36th annual run and it’s a unique 
race because it’s free and a community event 
that brings out people of all ages and running 
capacity,” explained Ed Randolph, president 
and sponsor of Buffalo Chips Running Club. 
“It’s become a long standing tradition in this 
neighborhood.”

Before the adults sprinted their way through a 
five mile run that wound its way through River 
Park ending near Glenn Hall Park, more than 
100 school age kids under the age of ten partic-
ipated in a half-mile run. Andrew Christensen, 
8, came in second place. His motivation was to 
“run faster than the boy in front of me.”

“This event allows kids to stay active and mo-
tivate them to do the best that they can,” said 
dad, Richard Christensen. “It’s also an activity 
that we can do together as a family.”

Kids and Adults 4th of July Fun Run



GREAT BLOCK NEAR FAB 40's.
Fantastic Family home w/5 bdrms. Remodeled w/2nd story 
addition in 2003. Gourmet kitchen w/granite counters, stain-
less appliances, Wolf oven & range, bamboo floor. Family 
room adjoins kitchen w/fireplace, built in entertainment 
center, TV, audio, video components included in sale.   See 
www.924-45thSt.com $899,000

COLLEEN WIFVAT 719-2324

2401 American River Drive, suite 150 | 484-2030 
4215 Freeport Blvd. | 916.454.5753 | www.dunniganrealtors.com

GUEsT QUARTERs
Amazing 3 bedroom 2 bath McKinley Park home which in-
cludes a full guest quarters! This home has been completely 
remodeled and maintained for your enjoyment. This home 
includes an updated kitchen and completely remodeled baths, 
pristine hardwood floors, a very spacious floor plan, and a pri-
vate sanctuary for a backyard. See 440 39th Street $629,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

DUTCH COLONIAL TUDOR
Fab 40's in East Sac. Wonderful Dutch Colonial Tudor home. 
Architectural charm throughout. Rich hardwood floors, spa-
cious bedrooms, formal living room and dining room, newly 
remodeled bath, den bonus room in attic and more. The charm-
ing kitchen with white cabinetry and stainless steel appliances. 
See www.106243rdstreet.eproperties.com $935,000

CHRIs BALEsTRERI 9962244

MCKINLEY PARK BUNGALOW
Charming, remodeled & spacious McKinley Park Bungalow! 2011 
kitchen remodel,w/ black honed granite counters, subway tile backsplash, 
all new stainless appliances (including refrigerator), sink\hood & all new 
cabinet hardware. Covered front porch. Master suite w/large bath, walk-in 
closet & balcony. See www.529-38thStreet.com $549,000

KARA PARKER 716-3313

GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD
This 2 story doll house has storybook charm. The cozy living 
room has hardwood floors, a fireplace flanked by built in shelves 
& recessed lights. The galley style kitchen is updated w/granite 
counters & newer cabinets w/adjoining nook overlooking the 
front garden.  See www.1704-50thSt.com $379,900

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

RIVER PARK
River Park at its best! This recently remodeled three bedroom home 
includes a newer roof, newer central heat and air, pristine hardwood 
floors, and completely remodeled kitchen/bathroom w/stainless 
steel appliances, granite counters and travertine floors. A must see.  
See www.5301monaleeave.epropertysites.com $369,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

ELEGANT EAsT sACRAMENTO
Elegant Fab 40's home located on desirable 46th Street. Well 
appointed w/architectural details & tasteful updating.  Three 
full baths completely remodeled.  New 2 car garage plus 
lift built in 2008.  Sparkling pool & spa. See www.1201-
46thStreet.com $1,499,000

KARA LABELLA PARKER 716-3313

sPANIsH MEDITERRANEAN
Amazing 4 bedroom 3 bath in East Sacramento! Completely 
remodeled within the last few years. Four very large bedrooms, a 
gourmet kitchen, top of the line fixtures, laundry upstairs & down-
stairs. See www.172141ststreet.epropertysites.com $575,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048
LIBBY NEIL 539-5881

 RED BRICK TUDOR
Remodeled red brick Tudor. 2nd story added in 2000. 
New kitchen in 2006 w/granite counters, stainless appli-
ances & hardwood floor. Lrg master w/sitting room, large 
closet, marble slab counter, dual sinks & jetted tub. See 
www.354-34thStreet.com $799,900

COLLEEN WIFVAT 719-2324


