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By SALLY KING
East Sacramento News writer

The artwork of East Sacramento resident 
Jose Di Gregorio is being displayed at the an-
nual Jumble Sale preview for the Verge Center 
for the Arts on Aug. 4.

Di Gregorio said his first foray into art was 
photography. He said he remembers being in 
his early twenties and living in Santa Cruz 
when he started taking photographs.

“I wanted to encapsulate what I was seeing 
with what was so aesthetically beautiful and 
sublime,” Di Gregorio said. “It’s the sublime 
that continues to reflect in my work today.”

Di Gregorio was born in Puerto Rico. 
Soon after, his family moved back to his fa-
ther’s homeland of Argentina. When Di Gre-
gorio was four-years old, the family moved 
to Woodland because his father had a close 
friend there. His parents, who were not well 
educated, felt their children would receive a 
better education in the United States.

Di Gregorio said he moved to Puerto Rico 
in 2000, to live with his godfather, who had a 
mountain estate, and to be the groundskeeper. 
He said his purpose was to meet his mother’s 
side of the family.

Seven months later, Di Gregorio was ac-
cepted to the Herron School of Art and De-
sign in Indianapolis.

“I shifted from photography to painting,” Di 
Gregorio said. “I was influenced by plein aire 
artists.”

In 2004, Di Gregorio received a full scholar-
ship to attend the Pont-Aven School of Con-
temporary Art in France. This was his first ex-
perience being in Europe. He said this changed 
his art style altogether. 

“I went from a deeply figurative technical 
style of work to non-representational abstract 

work,” Di Gregorio said. “I made lots of drip 
paintings and gave them to people passing by 
on the streets.”

Di Gregorio said he studied under abstract 
painter Robert Reed. Di Gregorio said he real-
ized over time he did not like holding a paint-
brush. He said he is more comfortable as a 
tactile artist. He said he prefers drawing more 
than painting.

Di Gregorio said he believes art is innate 
in every society; some societies are just more 
cognizant of it. He said he sees everyone as an 
artist in his or her own way. 

Di Gregorio finished his undergraduate 
studies in 2006 and moved to East Sacra-
mento with his wife, Megan and two daugh-
ters. He said he loves East Sacramento be-
cause his neighbors have such an eclectic 
range of careers and they appreciate him as 
an artist.

Di Gregorio said he loves working at Verge.
“Verge won first place for the Arts Innova-

tion Grant from Sacramento Metropolitan 
Arts Commission,” Di Gregorio said. “Our 
plan is to have art classrooms, an installation 
studio, art studios, a print making lab, an art 
gallery and a retail area where art can be pur-
chased by the public. This is unprecedented in 
Sacramento.”

Di Gregorio said the hope is for Verge to 
open by next spring. Di Gregorio said Liv 
Mo, executive director for Verge, asked him to 
work on this project.

“Jose is a fantastic addition to Verge,” Mo 
said. “He understands the big picture of what 
we are trying to do and he has experience 
working at other art centers.”

Di Gregorio said he sees Verge being a place 
where artists can network with other artists 
and be an inspiration to all. The art center is 
located at 625 S St. in Sacramento.

Know your neighbor

Artist Jose Di Gregorio at Verge

East Sacramento News photo, Sally King
DI GREGORIO is accomplished in many art media and forms. It is the “sublime” quality of art that most affects his work 
today.
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Special to  
East Sacramento News

Manuel Romero, 
former contestant 
on “America’s Got 
Talent ,” will be per-
forming with his 
band at a free con-
cert on Saturday, 
Aug. 6 at 2 p.m.

The concert will 
be at the Central 
Library’s Tsako-
poulos Library 
Galleria . It will be 
the final program 
of  the “American 
Sabor: Latinos in 
U.S. Popular Mu-
sic” exhibit cur-
rently on display at 
the Central Library 
through Aug. 7.

Romero will be 
singing current 
top-40 hits, melodic Mariachi music and ballads in 
English and Spanish.

Doors will open at 1:30 p.m. and seating is limit-
ed.

The Tsakopoulos Library Galleria is located with-
in the Central Library, at 828 I Street in Sacramen-
to. For more information, call (916) 264-2920 or vis-
it www.saclibrary.org.

Singing sensation 
Manuel Romero to 
perform free concert 
at Central Library

Photo courtesy, Manuel Romero
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By MARK GLOVER
Special to East Sacramento News

Ralph Waldo Emerson said: “Nothing was 
ever achieved without enthusiasm.”

And if that’s the standard, the California Au-
tomobile Museum’s Third annual Car Cruise 
should be a smashing success. Everyone at the 
museum, from the occasional volunteer to top 
management staff, has played an enthusiastic 
role pitting together this year’s event.

The event will be held on Aug. 6. This year’s 
plans were being formulated within hours after 
the last cruise trophy was handed out last year.

“We’re determined to make the cruise better every 
year, and yes we’ve learned along the way,” said Karen 
McClaflin, executive director of the museum.

This year the CAM Cruise starts from the 
Sacramento State campus, travels along a 
beautiful five-mile route to the storied Ful-
ton Avenue corridor, the focal point of bands, 
food, awards, fun and head-turning cars. Five 
hundred participants are expected this year, 

with all cars, trucks, motorcycles and vintage 
travel trailers welcome, regardless of age.

Visit www.calautomuseum.org for more in-
formation and vehicle admission fees. General 
admission is free for spectators.

Third annual California Auto Museum Car Cruise is Aug. 6

Photo courtesy
The Third annual CAM Car Cruise will be held Saturday, 
Aug. 6. Come join the fun along the Fulton Avenue Corridor. 
There will be hundreds of classic cars to see, plus entertain-
ment and foods of all kinds.
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By MARTY RELLES
East Sacramento News columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

One day in August in the early 1960s, my brother Terry sat on 
our front porch, thinking.

Summer was coming to an end.
The State Fair opened in just a few weeks. After that, school 

started.
He needed money for the fair and to buy some cool clothes for 

school. Mom always took care of the basics, but she never bought 
the latest fashions. Terry decided he needed to earn some money.

But how could he do it?
Suddenly, a light turned on in his head.
“I can do yard work in the neighborhood and earn all the mon-

ey I need,” he thought.
Immediately, Terry jumped up and went around to the back 

yard. He grabbed the old red wagon, put some lawn tools in it, 
went across the street and began going house to house.

At his first stop, they said, “Can’t help you Terry, our kids do the 
work care here.”

And so it went as he walked slowly up the block. Everyone said 
that they didn’t need any help.

Finally, Terry arrived at the last house on the west side of the 
block: the home of Herb Mather. Herb had retired from the State 
Printing Plant sometime back. Since then, he spent a lot of his 
time at the tavern in the Square Deal Restaurant on 58th and Fol-
som Blvd. Herb came to the door, looked at Terry, then back to-
ward his yard and said, “Yeah, I could use some help.”

He then walked Terry down his driveway and into his back yard.
Terry looked at the yard. Oh my, what a mess. Bermuda grass 

had overgrown the lawn and reached ankle length. Weeds had 
overgrown the plants in the flower beds.

To Terry, this looked like a gold mine. Herb then sidled off in the 
direction of the Square Deal and left Terry to his job.

What should he do first?
Terry decided to tackle the lawn. He pulled an old push lawn 

mower out of the garage and tried to mow the law. That did not 
work. The lawn had grown too high and the mover just pushed 
the grass down without cutting it. He tried a hand weed-whacking 
tool; that didn’t work either. Nothing seemed to work.

He gave the problem some thought and decided to do what the 
firemen did in the empty lots in our neighborhood. They started a 
fire on one side of the lot and slowly drug it to the other side. That 
worked quickly and efficiently to get the grasses down to a man-
ageable level.

He went in Herb’s house, grabbed some matches, then into the 
garage to get an old can of gasoline. Then he started a fire on the 
southeast corner of the yard.

At first, all went well. The fire moved slowly from the front to-
ward the back of the property.

Then a breeze gusted up. The fire moved more quickly.
Embers jumped up to the fence. It caught fire, then jumped to 

roof of the house.
Terry ran around the side of the house to get a hose, but it did 

not reach the fence. In a panic, he ran in the house and called the 

Terry nearly 
burns down 
Janey Way

J a n e y  Wa y  M e m o r i e s

See Janey Way, page 16
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
East Sacramento News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Near the northeast corner of 
Folsom and Alhambra boule-
vards sits a large, brick build-
ing that houses Good Eats 
market, café and wine lounge. 
Although the business will 
celebrate its one year anniver-
sary on Aug. 29, the structure 
has much deeper roots.

Sixty-six years ago, the 
building became home to the 
Rosemount Grill, which was 
once one of the city’s most 
popular restaurants.

But the story actually does not 
begin there, as this East Sacra-
mento landmark was not Rose-
mount Grill’s first location.

Prior to its relocation to 
East Sacramento, Rosemount 
Grill had already acquired 
much local recognition dur-
ing its longtime operation at 
1011 9th St., near the his-
toric city plaza – now Cesar 
Chavez Plaza.

When the Rosemount Grill 
finally closed its doors for the 
last time at 10 p.m. on Janu-
ary 31, 1989, the community 
was left with a void, as it had 
lost one of its oldest and most 
cherished eateries.

On the front cover of a 
Rosemount Grill menu, dat-
ed Friday, March 6, 1987, are 
the words: “Serving fine food 
to fine people for over 65 
years.”

With a search into old city 
directories, Peter “Pete” Vale-
rio and George Lucich appear 
as the earliest proprietors of 
the restaurant.

Although 1914 has often 
been repeated in local news-
paper articles as the initial 
year of the Rosemount Grill, 
Pete Valerio is not listed in 
a city directory until 1917, 
when he resided at 810 P 
Street. And the same directo-
ry refers to him as co-owner 
of the Rosemount Grill with 
George Lucich.

The 1914 directory does list 
a restaurant being under the 
proprietorship of Lucich and 
Valerio, but this restaurant 
was located in a separate loca-

tion and was owned by Marco 
Lucich and Jerry Valerio.

The city directory of 1916 
notes that George Lucich 
was joined with Jerry Valerio 
in the ownership of a restau-
rant at the initial site of the 
Rosemount Grill. Howev-
er, no reference to the name 
Rosemount Grill was men-
tioned.

The earliest reference to the 
name Rosemount Grill that 
was discovered during re-
search for this article appears 
in the Sept. 25, 1916 edition 
of The Sacramento Bee, which 
reported about the restau-
rant’s application for a Class 
A liquor license.

Barbara (Cordano) Mi-
kacich, who co-owns the old 
Rosemount Grill building 
and its property with her hus-
band, Pete Mikacich, and the 
Sacramento-based, commer-
cial real estate business, Cor-
dano Company, said that the 
notion that the Rosemount 

Grill opened in 1916 “seems 
about right.”

“To me, 1914 seems a bit too 
early,” said Barbara Mikacich, 
who graduated from C.K. Mc-
Clatchy High School in 1951.

If pinpointing an exact year 
as to when the Rosemount 
Grill was established was not 
complicated enough, a 1961 
advertisement for the restau-
rant boasts that the business 
had been “Serving Sacramen-
to since 1915.”

But whatever the precise 
year may be for the founding 
of the Rosemount Grill, one 
thing is for certain: Pete Vale-
rio was in many ways synony-
mous with this restaurant.

Prior to moving to Sacra-
mento, Pete Valerio, who em-
igrated from Croatia at the 
age of 10 in 1898, was a res-
ident of Leadville, Colo.

According to a Dec. 25, 
1987 article in The Bee, it 

Rosemount Grill was a longtime downtown, East Sac institution

Photo courtesy, the Mikacich family
The Rosemount Grill, which operated in East Sacramento from 1945 to 1989, is shown in this early 1989 photograph.

See Rosemount, page 7
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was Leadville’s Rosemount 
Grill restaurant that in-
spired Pete Valerio to give 
his Sacramento restaurant 
the same name.

In a similar manner to 
which he became a dedicat-
ed member of civic groups 
such as Elks Lodge No. 6, the 
Knights of Columbus, the 
Eagles, Optimists, Footprint-
ers and the California Restau-
rant Association, Pete Valerio 
was dedicated to maintaining 
the success of the Rosemount 
Grill.

Pete Valerio, who had a 
wife named Dorothy and 
four daughters, continued to 
co-own the Rosemount Grill 
throughout his life and he 
worked a daily shift at the res-
taurant, working in the kitch-
en cutting meats and perform-
ing other food preparations, 
until he was 95.

The restaurant’s original 
ownership never changed at 
the first location, except for 
the addition of Joseph Osto-
ja from 1921 to 1925. And at 
the East Sacramento site, Pete 
Valerio owned the restaurant 
with several different partners 
at different times.

Pete Mikacich, who grad-
uated from Christian Broth-
ers High School in 1952, 
said that he remembers 
hearing Pete Valerio speak 
about the relocation of the 
Rosemount Grill to 3145 
Folsom Blvd.

“People told (Pete Valerio) 
that he was nuts to move out 
there, because that was pret-
ty much vacant territory out 
there, it was too far out there, 
there was no people out there, 
blah, blah, blah,” Pete Mi-
kacich said. “He said, ‘Well, 
when I build it, I’m going to 
put big doors in the back, so 
in case I don’t make it, I can 
turn it into an automotive re-
pair shop.’ I remember him 
telling people that. But any-
way, he went out there and he 
was quite successful. It was 
‘the spot.’ Everybody went 
there, it was packed and it had 
very good food.”

In observing the aforemen-
tioned 1987 Rosemount Grill 
menu, one can find that the 
restaurant presented plenty 
of edible options.

Included on the menu were 
the following items: Grilled 
Pacific red snapper with lem-

on butter sauce, steamed 
clams or mussels with bor-
delaise sauce, boiled beef 
tongue with fresh spinach, 
beef pot roast with rigatoni, a 
half portion of slipper lobster 
and breaded veal cutlets with 
cream sauce.

Pete Mikacich, who co-
owns The Limelight bar, café 
and card room at 1014 Al-
hambra Blvd. with Barbara, 
said that he worked with Pete 
Valerio’s son-in-law Ralph 
Ryan, a longtime partner in 
the Rosemount Grill, to fill 
the void created by the loss 
of the historic eatery, which 
was the city’s longest operat-
ing, single-family-owned res-
taurant.

As a result, Andiamo! res-
taurant opened in the Rose-
mount Grill’s former East 
Sacramento location.

Barbara, who named the 
restaurant after the Ital-
ian command for “Let’s Go!,” 
which her father often said to 

hurry along his family mem-
bers, said that it was impor-
tant for her to both create a 
new restaurant and continue 
various Rosemount Grill tra-
ditions.

Adiamo! retained the old 
booths, the half-circle bar 
and perhaps most impor-
tantly, some of the original 
Rosemount Grill food offer-
ings.

Like its predecessor, Andi-
amo!, which was mainly Bar-
bara’s project, built a strong 
reputation for its quality food 
and service, as it successfully 
operated at the former, East 
Sacramento Rosemount Grill 
site for two decades.

Barbara, who said that The 
Limelight later acquired for-
mer Andiamo! cooks and 
continues to offer some menu 
items from the Rosemount 
Grill, mentioned that many 
people still speak to her about 
the Rosemount Grill, as well 
as Andiamo!

“There’s hardly a day that 
goes by that somebody 
doesn’t tell me that they miss 
either Andiamo! or the Rose-
mount,” Barbara said.

Roy Glidewell, 67, said 
that he fondly remembers 
dining at the Rosemount 
Grill, as well as at Andia-
mo!, where he worked as a 
catering delivery driver and 
a landscaper.

“(The Rosemount Grill) 
was definitely a good place to 
go to back at that time,” said 
Glidewell, a June 1962 grad-
uate of McClatchy High. “I 
liked going to the Rosemount 
and when it was Andiamo!, 
too. (The Rosemount Grill) 
made a hot turkey sandwich 
that I really enjoyed. I like 
older things and that’s why I 
liked going over there (to the 
Rosemount Grill). I wish (the 
Rosemount Grill) was back. 
There are a lot of things that I 
wish were back, but that’s def-
initely one of them.”

Rosemount: Grill served ‘fine food to fine people’ for over seven decades
Continued from page 6
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By BENN HODAPP
East Sacramento News writer
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Of the many summertime 
activities for youths in Sac-
ramento, swim team is one 
of the ones you hear about 
the most. But the Fulton-
El Camino Stingrays swim 
team has a counterpart that 
no other recreational team 
in Sacramento has – a syn-
chronized swim team.

With 42 girls from ages five- 
to 18-years old, the Stingrays 
synchronized swim team (syn-
chro for short) is one of five 
synchro teams in the Valley 
Foothill Competitive Aquatic 
League along with ones from 
Auburn, Davis, Rancho Cor-
dova and Citrus Heights.

While the synchro en-
rollment is but a fraction 
of “traditional” swim teams, 
the Stingrays have found 

ways to keep the young la-
dies coming back year af-
ter year.

“We get most of our kids 
from word of mouth or they 
saw our ad in the summer bro-
chure,” said Stingrays Head 
Coach Laura Faulkinbury.

Along with that, many of 
the current Stingrays have 
siblings who were on the 
team before them, including 
Faulkinbury herself. Laura 
swam with the Stingrays from 
1993 to 2005 from ages six to 
18. She was never on any oth-
er swim team and she learned 
how to swim as a Stingray.

“My first year I was terri-
ble,” she recalls. “I was scared 
of the water.”

Suffice to say that she didn’t 
stay scared for long. Faulkin-
bury, now 25, swims for the 

Not your ‘typical’ swim team: 

The Stingrays Synchronized Swim Team is more than meets the eye

Photo courtesy, Jim Faulkinbury
SYNCHRONIZED SWIMMING requires a unique combination of overall body strength and agility, grace and beauty, split-sec-
ond timing, musical interpretation, stamina and dramatic flair.See Synchro, page 9
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Masters team with the Sac-
ramento Synchronized Swim 
Team, a member of USA 
Swimming. Her coaching ca-
reer started as a student coach 
with the Stingrays in 2004.

The Stingrays, who prac-
tice at Cottage Pool at 3097 
Cottage Way in Sacramento, 
is a recreational team built on 
learning and having fun, but 
competition is an important 
part of the team as well.

“It’s definitely a mix,” said 
Faulkinbury. “We try to keep 
in mind that it’s recreation-
al, but at the same time it is a 
competitive league.”

The term “synchronized swim-
ming” probably brings visions of 
many swimmers doing a vast ar-
ray of simultaneous and visual-
ly outstanding maneuvers. And 
while that is part of the sport, 
there are also solo events called 
“figures” as well as duo and trio 
performances. Much like gym-
nastics, there are both individual 
and team goals.

Lisa Crayne, 18, is a student 
coach for the Stingrays who just 
finished her last year of eligibil-
ity as a swimmer for the team 
as well as her senior year at Vic-
tory Christian High School.

“I tried (synchro) when I 
was nine and didn’t like it,” 
Crayne said. “But I tried again 
at 15 and loved it.”

While the goal is to make 
the moves look perfect and 
smooth, Crayne is quick to 
point out that synchro is any-
thing but easy.

“It’s such a difficult sport,” 
she said. “People don’t realize 
how hard it is to make it look 
effortless.”

One of the things she loves 
about her job is imparting 
her knowledge to the young-
er girls on the team.

Synchro: Much like gymnastics, there 
are both individual and team goals
Continued from page 8

Photo courtesy, Jim Faulkinbury
THE STINGRAYS share a common bond. Friendships developed on the team can last a lifetime.

See Synchro, page 14

“I love seeing the girls im-
prove and learn new things,” 
she said.

Shelby Carney, 19, is an 
assistant coach for the Sting-
rays. She is in her third year 
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Synchro: Recreational synchronized swim team competitive, fun
Continued from page 9

as a coach and swam with 
the team for 12 years be-
ginning when she was sev-
en. She shares Crayne’s love 
of watching the little ones 
learn.

“I like seeing kids light up 
when they understand what 
they’re doing,” Carney said. “I 
love that instant spark they 
get. It warms your heart.”

Carney, whose career plan 
is to become a teacher, found 
her passion for teaching as 
a coach for the past three 
years.

“I learned my love of teach-
ing as a coach here,” she said. 
“I felt like I was supposed to 
be doing what I was doing. 
My parents told me when I 
was younger that I was a role 
model for younger kids. The 
(swimmers) cling to me. I love 
to nurture.”

She credits her time with 
the Stingrays for picking her 
major of liberal studies with a 

minor in special education at 
Sac State.

Carney isn’t just a great 
coach, she was a dynamic fig-
ures swimmer as a Stingray 
and competes with Faulkin-
bury on the Masters team. 
Also like Faulkinbury, Carney 
had an older sister who swam 
for the Stingrays.

The Stingrays finished 
their season on July 17 
with the league champion-
ship. The season runs from 
May to July with two weeks 
of preseason training be-
fore the first meet. The sea-
son consists of four duel 
meets where every team fac-
es each other once, followed 
by a season-ending champi-
onship meet where all five 
teams compete together. 
Those interested in becom-
ing a member of the Sting-
rays can visit the team web-
site at www.fecstingrays.org 
for more information.

Photo courtesy, Jim Faulkinbury
THE STINGRAYS HAVE FUN at their events, while still keeping their competitive edge.
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fire department. Within minutes they ar-
rived from their H Street station, dragged 
their hoses around to the back and put out 
the fire.

Then after admonishing Terry for starting 
the fire, they left.

Terry sat down and wondered how he 
could get out of this mess.

As he thought, he looked up and noticed 
a new fire had started on the neighbor’s roof. 
Again, he ran into the house and hailed the 

fire department. Within a few minutes, they 
returned, pulled their hoses out and extin-
guished the new fire. After putting the fire 
out, shaking their heads in disgust, they re-
turned again to the station.

Now Terry contemplated the worst.
“What will Dad say when he finds out 

about this,” he wondered. “I’m in big trouble.”
However, soon Herb returned from his af-

ternoon at the tavern. When Terry explained 
what happened, Herb said, “I can’t pay you 

anything for this kid.” Then, he called his in-
surance company.

In the mean time, Terry snuck out the 
back and returned home. His scheme to 
earn some summer money had backfired.

He laid low for the next couple of days. 
Fortunately, nothing happened. The insur-
ance company covered the damage to both 
houses, and Herb never broached the issue 
with my father. Summer returned to normal 
and life went on.

Terry learned a valuable lesson that sum-
mer: Earning money requires good planning 
and hard work. That lesson served him well.

Terry eventually went on to graduate from 
the Culinary Institute in New York City. He 
became a chef and subsequently a regional 
manager for Sysco Food Services Corpora-
tion. Now, through good planning and hard 
work, he makes a very good living, and the 
day Terry nearly burned down Janey Way is 
just another fiery Janey Way memory.

Janey Way: Lesson learned - earning money requires good planning, hard work
Continued from page 5
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
East Sacramento News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is the first article in 
a two-part series regarding Sacramento 
Kings owners who reside within the cov-
erage area of Valley Community News-
papers.

There are undoubtedly many 
extreme fans of the Sacramento 
Kings throughout the region, but 
when it comes to details regard-
ing the history of the city’s pop-
ular professional basketball team, 
few people know more than Car-
michael resident Bob Cook.

Bob, however, is no ordinary 
hardcore fan of the team, but in-
stead his connection to the team 
is much greater.

A lifelong sports fan, Bob was 
instrumental in the efforts to ac-
quire the team and relocate it to 
the capital city in the 1980s.

In telling the story of Bob’s his-
tory with the Kings, it is helpful 
to understand both his longtime 
love for sports and his upbring-
ing as part of a family with a rich 
background in Sacramento real 
estate.

“My family has been steeped in 
real estate since 1924,” Bob said. 
“My grandfather (Carroll Cook) 
was collecting rents in East Sac-
ramento in a horse and buggy and 
he was doing that at the tender 
age of 19. Before that, he was a 
farmer and rancher. He bought 
several large parcels of land in the 
Sacramento area and at about 20, 
he realized there was another way 
to make a profit off  the land and 
that was real estate.”

Through this realization, Bob’s 
grandfather founded the real es-
tate brokerage company, Artz, 
Cook and Drew with two other 
Sacramentans, George W. Artz 
and Napolean B. Drew. The com-
pany, which became known as 
Artz and Cook in 1934, merged 
into Prudential California Real-
ty in 1998.

Upon Carroll’s death in the 
1950s, Bob’s father, Carroll, Jr., 
became the president of Artz and 
Cook.

Bob, who lived the first years of 
his life at 2970Yellowstone Lane in 
the Town and Country Village area 
and spent his teenage years living at 
2850 Ashbourne Drive, near Watt 
and Marconi avenues, a short dis-
tance from Del Paso Country Club, 
said that he developed a love for 
golf during his youth.

“Every day during the sum-
mers, when I was a teenager, I 
used to walk a whole block and a 

half to the golf course and play 36 
holes,” said Bob, who attended St. 
Philomenes’s School at 2320 El 
Camino Ave. prior to advancing to 
Christian Brothers High School, 
where he graduated in 1960.

In growing up in a city known 
for its love of baseball, it should 
come as no surprise that Bob’s fa-
vorite sport has always been base-
ball.

But with a general love for 
sports, Bob grew up playing many 
sports, including baseball, basket-
ball, football, golf  and handball.

Although he began to fulfill his 
mother Cookie’s wish that he be-
come employed in something oth-
er than real estate by studying to 
become a doctor, Bob said that 
his love for sports got in the way 
of this endeavor.

“I went to the University of 
San Francisco, because they had 
an outstanding pre-med depart-
ment,” Bob said. “ I decided with-
in six weeks of being there that I 
didn’t want to be a doctor. I was 
only 17 when I was a freshman in 
college and all my buddies were 
out playing intermural football in 
the afternoons and I was in the 
biology lab and the German lab 
and it was just driving me nuts.”

Like his grandfather, his father 
and his uncles, George and Bill 
Cook, Bob, after earning a bach-
elor’s degree in economics at San 
Jose State University, eventually 
spent many years in real estate.

Bob, who continues to work in 
real estate today, said that there 
was a very distinct difference be-
tween himself  and the boys he 
played baseball with during his 
youth.

“When I played baseball, my 
buddies’ big goal was to be Ma-
jor League Baseball players,” Bob 
said. “My big goal was to own a 
piece of the team.”

In 1977, around the same time 
Bob started the Bob Cook Co., a 
development company that builds 
restaurants, shopping centers and 
office buildings, Bob’s childhood 
vision appeared a lot more realis-
tic, as he encountered a small arti-
cle while reading one of the city’s 
daily newspapers.

“Right around 1977, there was 
this little article in The Bee that 
said that there was this young guy 
who had a goal of bringing ma-
jor league sports to Sacramento,” 
Bob said. “He happened to be a 
good friend of one of the agents 
who worked for my dad and my-
self  (at Artz and Cook), and his 
name was Steve Cippa. And I said 
to Steve when that article was in 

the paper, if  your friend (Gregg) 
Lukenbill wants to partner, we 
have the same goals. And the next 
day, he was in my office and we 
had a meeting the first time we 
met. Then we did a three-hour 
brain storm meeting at his house 
that night. And that night we 
formed the Sacramento Sports 
Association, and the goal was to 
bring major league sports to Sac-
ramento.”

Although the formation of this 
association led to the 1978 pur-
chase of the property where Pow-
er Balance Pavilion – formerly 
Arco Arena – is located today, it 
would be another five years until 
Bob, Lukenbill and others would 
purchase the National Basketball 
Association’s Kansas City Kings.

While attempting to bring a Ma-
jor League Baseball team to Sac-
ramento, the association decided 
to instead place its attention on 
the struggling NBA.

After experiencing many chal-
lenges and facing much opposi-
tion even in their own city, the 
Kings’ first owners, Bob, Gregg 
Lukenbill, Gregg’s father, Frank 
Lukenbill, Cippa, Joe Benvenu-

ti and Frank McCormack, had a 
temporary arena built east of the 
present arena.

The larger, current arena, which 
opened in 1988, began a new era 
in the history of the Kings, which 
has been under the majority own-
ership of the Maloof family since 
1999.

Despite many changes dur-
ing the Kings’ nearly 26 years in 
Sacramento, the presence of Bob 
Cook as one of the team’s owners 
has remained.

Bob, who is also passionate 
about tennis and has owned a half 
interest in the Sacramento Cap-
itals of the World TeamTennis 
Pro League since 2007, said that 
his love for sports and Sacramen-
to has maintained his interest in 
being a part of the Kings’ owner-
ship.

“I ’m a third generation Sacra-
mentan,” Bob said. “My grandchil-
dren are fifth generation. Sacra-
mento has been really great to our 
family. It’s a great community and 
it’s a great place to raise a family. 
I love Sacramento and there’s an 
excitement (about sports) and it’s 
in my veins.”

Sacramento Kings’ minority owner discusses his history with the team

East Sacramento News photo, Lance Armstrong
Sacramento Kings minority owner Bob Cook holds the first basketball used in a regular season NBA 
game played at Arco Arena – today’s Power Balance Pavilion.



1� East Sacramento News  •  August 4, 2011  •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

ADDITION SPECIALIST

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

Sunshine Electrical

Security Lighting
Upgrades/Remodels/Repairs

Spa Electrical
FREE Estimates/Small jobs OK

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca License # 633853

ELECTRICAL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

AIR CONDITIONING

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the East Sacramento News 

Home Improvement page

CLEANING

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call  Melissa today!
Reserve your space!

Call  429-9901

Ad design is free.

YOUR SERVICES ARE NEEDED
CALL Melissa TODAY TO PLACE YOUR  AD

(916) 429-9901

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

GARAGE DOORS

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

NO JOB TOO SMALL!
Call Eric

(916) 470-3488

Carbon Monoxide Detector 
Installation

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement!
–Plumbing – Carpentry – Electrical
– Yard Care – Hauling – Sprinklers

Quality work the fi rst time, Guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902
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PLUMBING

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

PaINtING

haRdwood FLooRING & MoRE

specializing in installing, 
sanding, and finishing 

hardwood flooring. 
Also do home repairs from 
painting to electrical work. 

Call mike – (916) 383-8742
lic # 544159/Ref. Available

Hardwood Flooring
HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RaIN GUttER CLEaNING
• RototILLING/& Sod PLaCEMENt
• CoNCREtE REMoVaL
• haULING/SPRINKLER REPaIR
• PRESSURE waShING

SPECIaLS FoR SENIoRS/*SERVING thE aREa FoR oVER 14 YRS*

lic#128758/Ref

Summer Clean-up SPECIALS

GaRY’S PaINtING
custoM resiDeNtiAl                   

iNterior & exterior over 20 
YeArs experieNce witH priDe

excelleNt refereNces       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

haRdwood FLooRING

LaNdSCaPING

3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

East Sac Specialists
454-3667

roofiNg/siDiNg

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

tREE SERVICE

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and reserve your 
space on the East Sacramento News

home Improvement page

PLUMBING tELEPhoNE SoLUtIoNS

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the East Sacramento News

home Improvement page

LaNdSCaPING
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For more Calendar entries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

HANDYMAN
suMMer CleAN-up speCiAls!
Rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod 
placement, rototilling, pressure washing/power 
spray, yard work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub 
removal, general labor, fence repair, odd jobs & 
more. References available. licensed. Call les 
at 838-1247.

HANDYMAN serViCes
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! lic# 908942. Call steven 
at 230-2114.

HANDYMAN
speCiAliziNg iN flooriNg
Instal l ,  sand & f in ish hardwood f loor ing. 
Also, home repairs from painting to electri-
ca l  work.  Cal l  Mike at   (916)  383-8742. 
Lic#544159

Help wANteD
reCeptioNist/ADMiN Asst
R e c e p t i o n i s t / a d m i n  a s s i s t a n t  p o s i t i o n 
a v a i l a b l e  a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  C o n s t r u c t i o n 
M a n a g e m e n t / r e a l  e s t a t e  d e v e l o p m e n t 
f irm. Flexible 30 hr Mon-Fri work week. An 
excellent opportunity for advancement for 
the right person. Please send your resume 
to richbenson1@live.com

pet portrAits
origiNAl pet portrAits
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

tAx prepArer

#1 tAx prepArer
28 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax re-
turns including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including all State 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTEC Registered & Bonded. Please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. 
Same low 1990 rates. www.taxirene.info

#1 BOOkkEEPER
28 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & 
Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. 
Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820.. www.taxirene.info

bookkeepiNg

ADVertise  Your reNtAls

Call 429-9901

Advertise in California Kids! 
Serving Greater Sacramento, 

For more information, call Marc
(916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community 
Newspapers, Inc.

for a box 
Classified

ad
Call MELISSA

429-9901

sell your car
in the classifieds!

Classified ads work

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: susan@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

Reunions

JFK High Class of 1981
Aug. 6: The John F. Kennedy High School 
Class of 1981 will celebrate its 30th Re-
union. $75/person. 6 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 
Valley High Country Club, 9595 Franklin 
Blvd., Elk Grove. Visit www.johnfkenne-
dyclassof81.com for more information.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

C.K. McClatchy High School 1971
Sept. 17: C.K. McClatchy High School, 
Sacramento, Class of 1971, is holding 
their 40th high school reunion at the Fra-
sinetti Winery. Contact McClatchy71@
gmail.com or Cyndy Wright at (916) 704-
4952, or Steve Chan at (916) 421-7777.

ongoing

Tai Chi
Daily, except Sundays: Meditation, breath-
ing, forms and various styles of Tai Chi are 

taught. No experience necessary. Everyone 
welcome. Free. 8 a.m.–9 a.m. Reichmuth 
Park, 6135 Gloria Dr., Sac. (601) 559-5481
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Quilters Pride’
Through Aug. 6: “Quilters Pride” is an ex-
hibition of works by the Monday Morning 
Quilters of the Northminster Presbyterian 
Church. Gallery hours: 11 a.m.–7 p.m. Tues-
day, 11 a.m.–3 p.m. Wednesday through Sat-
urday. Sacramento Fine Arts Center, 5330B 
Gibbons Dr., Carmichael. (916) 971-3713
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Camelot’
Through Aug. 7: Arthur, Guenevere, Lance-
lot and Merlin come alive in Lerner and 
Loewe’s inspiring musical of love, intrigue, 
idealism and magic in ancient England. Call 
for times, prices. Music Circus. (916) 557-
1999 www.SacramentoMusicCircus.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Defending the Caveman’
Through Sept. 11: Broadway’s smash com-
edy about the sexes, written by Rob Beck-
er. Call for times, prices. The Cosmopoli-
tan Cabaret, 10th and K streets., Sac.. (916) 
557-1999 www.CosmopolitanCabaret.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Landscapes from the Age of 
Impressionism
Through Sept. 18: This exhibition of ap-
proximately 40 paintings includes many of 
the finest examples of mid-19th through 
early 20th-century French and Ameri-
can landscapes from the collection of the 
Brooklyn Museum. These works form a 
broad survey of landscape painting as prac-
ticed by leading French artists such as Gus-
tave Courbet and Claude Monet, as well as 
their most significant American followers, 
including Childe Hassam and John Sing-
er Sargent. Crocker Art Museum, 216 O 
St., Sac. (916) 808-7000, www.crockerart-
museum.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Transcending Vision: American 
Impressionism, 1870–1940
Through Sept. 25: “Transcending Vision” 
traces the development of Impressionism in 
the United States and the growth of a tru-
ly American style of painting. The exhibition 
includes works by more than 75 prominent 
American artists including George Bellows, 
George Inness, Childe Hassam, Ernest Law-
son, Lilla Cabot Perry and Julian Alden Weir. 
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 
808-7000, www.crockerartmuseum.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Gardens and Grandeur: Porcelains 
and Paintings by Franz A. Bischoff
Through Oct. 23: After beginning his ca-
reer as a china painter in Bavaria, Franz A. 
Bischoff immigrated to the United States 
in 1885 to become one of the foremost 
porcelain painters of his day. He won nu-

merous awards and earned the title “King 
of the Rose Painters.” “Gardens and Gran-
deur” features approximately 40 examples 
of Bischoff ’s work, including porcelains, 
still lifes, and landscapes. Crocker Art Mu-
seum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 808-7000, 
www.crockerartmuseum.org.

August

Bilingual Toastmasters
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25: Una oportunidad uni-
ca para mejorar sus habilidades bilingues 
y superar el temor de hablar delante 
de gente con nuestro club Los Orador-
es Toastmasters. Improve your language 
skills and lose fear of speaking in front of 
people in Spanish and English with Los 
Oradores. Every Thursday/Cada Jueves 
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm Sutter Cancer Cen-
ter 2800 L Street, Sac. Teri Bullington 
(916) 723-6232 teri.bullington@gmail.
com,www.sacramentotoastmasters.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Capitol Mall Farmer’s Market
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25: Capitol Mall Farm-
er’s Market. Every Thursday, May–Sept. 10 
a.m.–1:30 p.m. 6th St. & Capitol Mall, Sac. 
www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East End State Capitol Park 

Farmer’s Market
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25: East End State Capi-
tol Park Farmer’s Market. Every Thursday, 
June–Sept. 10 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 15th & L 
streets, Sac. www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Florin Sears Store Farmer’s Market
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25: Florin Sears Store 
Farmer’s Market. Every Thursday, year 
round. 8 a.m.–noon. Florin Rd. & 65th St., 
Sac. www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle with obesity, food obsession or 
eating disorders. Meets Thursdays. 9 a.m. 
St. Andrews United Methodist Church, 
6201 Spruce Ave., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Living Positive with Chronic 

Disease group
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25: Meet-up group for peo-
ple living with chronic disease who hon-
or how important a positive mindset is. If 
you want to complain – this isn’t the group 
for you. The group will discuss and support: 

best practices for managing your condition, 
communication strategies, ways to laugh, 
have fun, engage with life and more. Free. 
Meets Thursdays. 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. Star-
bucks, 1401 Alhambra Blvd., Sac. Danea 
Horn (503) 319-4247
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international topics. 
Visitors welcome. 7:30 a.m., every Thurs. 
Aviators Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., 
Sac. Kelly Byam (916) 684-6854.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Downtown Plaza 
Farmer’s Market
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25: Sacramento Downtown 
Plaza Farmer’s Market. Every Thursday, 
May–Sept. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 4th & K streets, 
Sac. www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sutterville Heights Optimist Club
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25: Come enjoy community 
speakers and community projects for youth. 
12 noon., every Thurs. Aviators Restaurant, 
6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Cliff  (916) 427-
2698 or Mary-Jo at (916) 691-3059
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Kaiser Farmer’s Market
Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26: Sacramento Kaiser 
Farmer’s Market. Every Friday, June–Nov. 
9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 2025 Morse Ave., Sac. 
www.sierrafresh.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Saint Rose of Lima Park Farmer’s Market
Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26: St. Rose of Lima Park 
Farmer’s Market. Every Friday, June–Sept. 
10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 7th & K streets, Sac. 
www.MarketLocations.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Kiwanis Club of East Sacramen-

to–Midtown
Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26: Come listen to an in-
teresting guest speaker weekly; commu-
nity service, serving the children of the 
world. Visitors welcome, first breakfast “on 
us.” 7 a.m. – 8 a.m. Fridays. 2875 50th St., 
UC Davis Med. Ctr., Sac. (916) 761-2124 
www.eastsacmidtownkiwanis.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Point West
Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international top-
ics. Visitors welcome. 7 a.m., every Fri. Dou-
bleTree Hotel, 2001 Point West Way., Sac. 
www.pointwestrotary.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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Soroptimists of Sacramento
Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26: Soroptimist Interna-
tional of Sacramento South, a service club 
for business and professional women, meets 
Fridays. 11:15 a.m.–12:45 p.m. Casa Gar-
den Restaurant, 2760 Sutterville Rd., Sac. 
Barbara McDonald, (916) 363-6927
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Country Club Plaza Farmer’s Market
Aug. 6, 13, 20, 27: Country Club Plaza 
Farmer’s Market. Every Saturday, year round. 
8 a.m.–noon. Watt & El Camino, Butano Dr. 
parking lot, Sac. www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
Aug. 6, 13, 20, 27: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle with obesity, food obsession 
or eating disorders. Meets Saturdays. 8 a.m. 
Mercy General Hospital North Auditori-
um, 4001 J St., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Harvest Day Garden Event
Aug. 6: Hear presentations by local garden-
ing experts, tour the unique Horticulture Cen-
ter demonstration gardens, taste tree-ripened 
fruit, grapes and tomatoes, silent auction, vis-
it educational booths, ask Master Gardeners 
questions at the Plant Clinic, more. 8 a.m.–
2 p.m. Free. Fair Oaks Horticulture Center, 
11549 Fair Oaks Blvd., Fair Oaks (916) 875-
6913, cesacramento.ucdavis.edu
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

JFK High Class of 1981
Aug. 6: The John F. Kennedy High School 
Class of 1981 will celebrate its 30th Re-
union. $75/person. 6 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 
Valley High Country Club, 9595 Franklin 
Blvd., Elk Grove. Visit www.johnfkennedy-
classof81.com for more information.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Land Park Volunteer Corps
Aug. 6: Got work gloves and a “let’s get 
down to business” attitude? Then the Land 
Park Volunteer Corps is for you! Come 
join members of the community as we 
maintain, improve and beautify lovely Wil-
liam Land Park. First Saturday of every 
month, March – Nov. Free. 8 a.m. meet be-
hind Fairytale Town, 8:25 a.m.–11 a.m., 
work on projects as assigned. Light break-
fast, lunch provided by local businesses. 
(916) 718-3030 ckpinsacto@aol.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Screen on the Green
Aug. 6: “Despicable Me.” Sundown. 
Stanford Park, 205 27th St., Sac. 
www.sacscreenonthegreen.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Azores, Nine Islands – One History’
Aug. 7: “AÇORES, NOVE ILHAS – 
UMA HISTÓRIA/Azores, Nine Islands – 
One History” book presentation. Ice cream 
social to follow. Help us welcome Rosa Si-
mas of Ponta Delgada, Sao Miguel. Learn 
about this recent bilingual publication – 
a comprehensive history of the Azores Is-
lands. 2 p.m. St. Elizabeth Church, 12th 
and S streets, Sac. RSVP to Ralph Nevis, Jr. 
by Aug. 1, (916) 421-7161
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael Farmer’s Market
Aug. 7, 14, 21, 28: Carmichael Farmer’s 
Market. 8 a.m.–1 p.m., every Sun. Year 
round, rain or shine. Carmichael Park, 
5750 Grant Ave., Carmichael. www.be-
moneysmartusa.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
Aug. 7, 14, 21, 28: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle to maintain healthy relation-
ships. Meets Sundays. 2 p.m. Heritage Oaks 
Hospital, 4300 Auburn Blvd., Rm.101, Sac 
(866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community Sunday breakfast
Aug. 7, 14, 21, 28: Enjoy a delicious break-
fast of eggs Benedict, corned beef hash, Joe’s 
scramble, pancakes and more. 8:30 a.m.–11 
a.m, every Sun. $9. Elks Lodge No. 6, 6446 
Riverside Blvd. (at Florin Rd.), Sac. Pro-
ceeds benefit student scholarships. www.
elks6.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Concert in the Park
Aug. 7: “John Skinner Band” will perform 
dance songs for your listening and dancing 
enjoyment. Free. 6:30 p.m. Danny Bishop 
Memorial Pavilion for the Performing Arts 
in Carmichael Park, 5750 Grant Ave., Car-
michael. (916) 483-7826
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

State Parking Lot Farmer’s Market
Aug. 7, 14, 21, 28: State Parking Lot Farm-
er’s Market. Every Sunday, year round. 8 
a.m.–noon. 8th & W streets, under High-
way 50, Sac. www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sunday Support for the Widowed
Aug. 7, 14, 21, 28: The Widowed Persons 
Assn. sponsors Sunday Support sessions 
which are held every Sunday, rain or shine 
– holidays included. 3 p.m.–5 p.m. 2628 El 
Camino Ave., Ste. D-18 (east of Fulton). 
Widows and widowers welcome. Barbara 
Stewart (916) 363-3482
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Hatha yoga
Aug. 8, 15, 22, 29: Align the body through 
breathing techniques, postures and deep re-
laxation. 3 p.m.–4 p.m. Hart Senior Center, 
915 27th St., Sac. (916)808-5462. Meets 
every Mon. Repeats Wed., Fri.
–––––––––––––––––
Rotary Club of South Sacramento
Aug. 8, 15, 22, 29: Hear guest 
speakers address local, regional and 
international topics. Visitors wel-
come. 11:30 a .m., every Mon. Casa 
Garden Restaurant, 2760 Sutterville 
Rd., Sac. www.rotary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tai Chi & Chi Keung
Aug. 8, 15, 22, 29: Chinese exercise com-
bines specific movements and relaxation. 
1:30 to 2:30 p.m., Hart Senior Cen-
ter, 915 27th St., Sac. Meets every Mon. 
(916) 808-5462
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
Aug. 8, 15, 22, 29: Have fun while improv-
ing speaking & leadership skills. Klassy 
Talkers Toastmasters. 7 p.m.–8:30 p.m. 
Mondays. Executive Airport, 6151 Free-
port Blvd., Sac. Ann Owens (916) 601-
4652 www.klassytalkers.freetoasthost.org
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Annie Get Your Gun’
Aug. 9–14: There’s no business like show 
business, especially in Buffalo Bill’s Wild 
West Show. Music by Irving Berlin. Call for 
times, prices. Music Circus. (916) 557-1999 
www.SacramentoMusicCircus.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fremont Park Farmer’s Market
Aug. 9, 16, 23, 30: Fremont Park Farm-
er’s Market. Every Tuesday, May–Sept. 10 
a.m.–2 p.m. 16th & P streets, Sac. www.cal-
ifornia-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Roosevelt Park Farmer’s Market
Aug. 9, 16, 23, 30: Roosevelt Park Farm-
er’s Market. Every Tuesday, May–Sept. 10 
a.m.–2 p.m. 9th & P streets, Sac. www.cali-
fornia-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Arden-Arcade
Aug. 9, 16, 23, 30: Hear guest speakers 
address local, regional and internation-
al topics. Visitors welcome. 12 noon, ev-
ery Tues. Jackson Catering and Events, 
1120 Fulton Ave., Sac. (916) 925-2787, 
www.ardenarcaderotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Carmichael
Aug. 9, 16, 23, 30: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international topics. 
Visitors welcome. 6 p.m., every Tues Palm 
Street Pub & Grill, 6416 Fair Oaks Blvd., 
Carmichael. www.rotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Upholstery class
Aug. 9, 10, 16, 17, 23, 24, 30, 31: 
Learn how to upholster! All types: furni-
ture, auto, boat. Adult ed class taught by 
an upholstery professional. Tuesdays, 11 
a.m.–3 p.m., Wednesdays, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 
$45 for four weeks. McClaskey Adult 
Center, 5241 J St., Sac. Jerry Prettyman 
(916) 806-2172
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
Aug. 10, 17, 24, 31: 12-Step group for 
those who struggle to maintain healthy re-
lationships. Meets Wednesdays. 7 p.m. 
Friends Community Church Fireside 
Room, 4001 E St., Sac. (866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Chavez Plaza Farmer’s Market
Aug. 10, 17, 24, 31: Chavez Plaza Farmer’s 
Market. Every Wednesday, May–Oct. 10 
a.m.–2 p.m. 10th & J streets, Sac. www.cali-
fornia-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Crochet Guild
Aug. 10, Sept. 14: Crocheters of all lev-
els of ability and all ages are invited to 
join the Sacramento Crochet Guild. Learn 
new crochet techniques, exhibit at State 
Fair, do charity work. Mentoring program. 
Show and tell. Mini classes. Library and 
newsletter available. Club member of the 
Crochet Guild of America. Meets the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Seniors: $6/yr. Enter from parking lot. 
Church of the Cross, 45th & H sts., Sac. 
Karolyn (916) 457-4044
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Elk Grove Regional Park Farmer’s Market
Aug. 10, 17, 24, 31: Elk Grove Region-
al Park Farmer’s Market. Every Wednes-
day, May–Aug. 4 p.m.–7 p.m. Elk Grove 
& Florin roads, Elk Grove. www.california-
grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Referrals Plus
Aug. 10, Sept. 14: Referrals Plus, a women’s 
networking group, helps women in business 
with connections, resources, promotions and 
ideas. We meet the 2nd Wed. of every month. 
12:15 p.m. for meeting/luncheon in Greenhaven 
area. RSVP required. www.referralsplus.org
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of East Sacramento
Aug. 10, 17, 24, 31: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international topics. 
Visitors welcome. 12 noon–1:15 p.m., every 
Wed. Evan’s Kitchen, 855 57th St., Sac. (in 
the 57th St. Antique Mall) www.rotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Senior Wednesday Club
Aug. 10, 17, 24, 31: The Senior Wednes-
day Club meets to chat, play bridge, pinoch-
le or bingo. Free. Bring a brown-bag lunch. 
Free coffee, tea and dessert. Meets Wednes-
days. 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Mission Oaks 
Community Building, 4701 Gibbons Dr., 
Carmichael. Judi (916) 247-6020
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
Aug. 10, 17, 24, 31: All area business peo-
ple invited to hone their speaking skills. 
Noon–1:15 p.m., every Wed. River City 
Speakers Toastmasters Club, Coco’s Restau-
rant, 1830 Arden Way, Sac. (916) 747-8282
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Volkssport walking
Aug. 11: Come join the Sacramento Walk-
ing Sticks Volkssport Club! Monthly meetings 
held every second Thursday at 7 p.m. SMUD 
Headquarters Bldg., Conference Center, 6201 
S St., Sac. Those who wish to walk before the 
meeting, meet at Starbucks, 1420 65t St., Sac. 
At 5 p.m. to walk a 3-mile walk to CSUS cam-
pus & back. Barbara Nuss (916) 283-4650 or 
(916) 691-7618 or nussb@surewest.net. Also 
www.SacramentoWalkingSticks.org
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Concert in the Park
Aug. 13: “Q-Balls” will perform classic rock 
from the 1960s, ’70s and ’80s for your listen-
ing and dancing enjoyment. Free. 6:30 p.m. 
Danny Bishop Memorial Pavilion for the 
Performing Arts in Carmichael Park, 5750 
Grant Ave., Carmichael. (916) 483-7826
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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East Sacramento News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Thousands upon thou-
sands of children have passed 
through the gates of Funder-
land, Land Park’s small-scale, 
old-fashioned amusement 
park for young children.

And despite its longtime 
identity issue, as it is often 
overshadowed by or confused 
with its neighboring Fairytale 
Town, Funderland actually 
predates Fairytale Town by 
more than a decade.

Another aspect regarding 
Funderland, which is located at 
1350 17th Ave. in William Land 

Park, is that despite the fact that 
there are many people who are 
aware of Fairytale Town, but not 
Funderland, the ownership of 
Funderland actually contributes 
a portion of its annual gross reve-
nue to the city of Sacramento for 
the support of Fairytale Town, 
the Sacramento Zoo and Wil-
liam Land Park. In 2010, for in-
stance, Funderland contributed 
$178,606 to the city.

But certainly, there are plen-
ty of people who are very aware 
of Funderland, which was orig-
inally known as Kiddie Land.

This is an obvious point, 
when considering that Kid-

Faces and places

Funderland celebrates 65th anniversary

East Sacramento News photo, Lance Armstrong
Funderland in William Land Park is currently celebrating its 65th anniversary.

See Funderland, page 23
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die Land/Funderland’s histo-
ry dates back to 1946.

For more than 30 years, 
Kiddie Land was owned and 
operated by its founder Ray 
Silva (1910-1996).

A Sacramento native, Ray 
was the son of the Portu-
guese immigrant Charles Sil-
va (1867-1944), who found-
ed Charles Station, the area 
that later became known as 
South Land Park Hills.

In having such a self-mo-
tivated, hardworking and 
business-minded father 
(read the Charles Silva sto-
ry at www.valcomnews.com/
?s=charles+silva), Ray was 
led by example, as he devel-
oped his own successful life.

In addition to operating Kid-
die Land, Ray, who was one of 
11 children, also refereed colle-
giate and American Basketball 
League (a forerunner to the 
NBA) games, and later, from 
1944 to 1955, he was a referee 
for the Harlem Globetrotters.

During his last year with 
the world-famous “Trotters,” 
Ray did his own globe trot-
ting with the team, as he ref-
ereed games in Australia, New 
Zealand, the Philippines and 
many parts of Asia.

Two years following his de-
cade with the Globetrotters, 
Ray, along with local busi-
nessmen, John Silva (not re-
lated to Ray) and Edwin A. 
Beers, founded the Miller 
Park boat harbor on the Sac-
ramento River.

Ray was also on the plan-
ning committee for Fairytale 
Town, which opened in 1959, 

and he donated the complex’s 
pirate ship “in memory of the 
Charles F. Silva family.”

In his earlier years of life, 
Ray worked for the city’s rec-
reation department as a super-
visor of playgrounds, and in 
1928, he founded the South-
side Athletic Club, which was 
an organization dedicated to 
promoting sports for youth.

Ray, who was a member of 
the Dante Club soccer team 
that won the Northern Cal-
ifornia championship in the 
1930s, also played an impor-
tant role at the California State 
Fair, as an assistant manager in 
charge of racing, tickets and 
rentals from 1931 to 1942.

About a month prior to 
his 26th birthday on Aug. 
16, 1936, Ray married Ro-
salind Fraser, who had been 
crowned the first Miss Sacra-
mento a year earlier.

Ray and Rosalind’s only 
child, Raelyn (Silva) Paige, 
who was born in 1941 and 
owned Kiddie Land from 
1978 to 1983, said that her 
father opened Kiddie Land 
with only a merry-go-round.

Ray later added about eight 
other rides that furthered the 
amusement park’s reputation 
as a favorite destination for 
many Sacramento children.

Sacramento native Don 
Conner said that he may have 
visited Kiddie Land as early as 
1949, considering that he was 
born in 1947 and that some 
of his earliest memories in life 
are of visiting Kiddie Land.

“I remember going (to Kid-
die Land) with my father (El-

mer) and on some occasions 
my mother ( Jessie) and my 
sister (Marcia) would also go,” 
Conner said. “They had a set 
of railroad tracks with a minia-
ture train and a conductor with 
one of those striped, railroad 
hats and it just went around 
and around a loop. I also went 
on the merry-go-round, which 
was right near the front en-
trance. It was always delightful 
with lots of things to distract 
one’s attention.”

Conner also recalls the oth-
er attractions in the area, 
which included Eddie Fer-
nandes’ pony rides, fishing in 
the park’s lake and the Wil-
liam Land Park Zoo, as the 
Sacramento Zoo was then 
known.

Stan Bento, a 1970 graduate 
of Christian Brothers High 
School, worked at Kiddie 
Land during summers while 
he was still in high school.

Bento, who noted that Ray 
emphasized safety and clean-
liness at his amusement park, 
said that rides during this era 
included the merry-go-round, 
the railroad, the fish ride, a 
boat ride and the Tubs of Fun.

The Tubs of Fun were man-
ufactured by Hampton Rides 
of Portage Des Sioux, Mo. 
and the carousel was built in 
1948 in Buffalo, N.Y. by Al-
lan Hershell.

Remembering these rides 
is no problem for Bento since 
he spent time working at each 
ride.

“We (the workers) would 
have rotations and we would 
stand by each ride and I think 

Funderland: A portion of revenues support 
Fairytale Town, Sacramento Zoo, William Land Park
Continued from page 22

East Sacramento News photo, Lance Armstrong
The Flying Dragon roller coaster is among Funderland’s nine children’s rides.

Photo courtesy
Funderland guests enjoy a moment aboard the amusement park’s airplane ride.

every hour or every 45 min-
utes we would rotate to differ-
ent rides,” Bento recalled.

Among the other Kiddie 
Land workers during this 
time were Christian Brothers 
High School students Kevin 
Fleming, Mike Fleming and 
Dennis Bertacchi.

In 1984, carnival operator 
Sam Johnston purchased Kid-
die Land through an auction 
and after operating the park in 
its original state, he replaced 
most of the old rides with 
completely new rides, which 
led to a re-grand opening of 
the amusement park in 1990.

Newer rides at the park in-
clude the Flying Dragon roll-
er coaster, the Log Run water 
log ride and the Crazy Cups 
ride.

Funderland also includes 
miniature buildings, which 
Johnston added through-
out the amusement park’s 
grounds.

Johnston’s history with Ray 
dates back to 1958, when he 
helped his father – also Sam 
Johnston – and Ray put in an 
amusement facility in Micke 
Grove Park in Lodi.

In recent years, Johnston’s 
son-in-law John Dedds has 
managed Funderland with his 
wife, Ashley.

Prior to this time and for 
about three years, Johnston’s 
other daughter, Spring, man-
aged the amusement park 
with her husband.

Johnston, who is known for 
his easy going demeanor and 
infectious smile, which are both 
good qualities for a man who 
operates a place called Funder-
land, said that he has enjoyed 
his years at Funderland.

“I’ve got a lot of enjoyment 
out of providing a safe rec-
reational amusement facili-
ty for the children of Sacra-
mento and I want to continue 
carrying on the tradition that 
Ray Silva started,” Johnston 
said. “I don’t feel like I’ve ever 
worked a day in my life. I love 
it here.”

Funderland’s summer hours 
are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on week-
days and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
weekends.

For additional information re-
garding Funderland, call (916) 
456-0131 or visit the Web site, 
www.funderlandpark.com.

East Sacramento News photo, Lance Armstrong
Funderland features nine children’s rides, including the ride shown above.



GREAT BLOCK NEAR FAB 40's.
Fantastic Family 5 bedroom home. Remodeled 2nd story ad-
dition in 2003. Gourmet kitchen w/granite counters, stainless 
appliances, Wolf oven & range, bamboo floor. Family room with 
fireplace, built in entertainment center, surround sound, built-in 
speakers, 2 newer CH&A systems. Master Suite large bath & 
closet built-ins.  See www.924-45thSt.com $899,000

COLLEEN WIFVAT 719-2324

2401 American River Drive, suite 150 | 484-2030 
4215 Freeport Blvd. | 916.454.5753 | www.dunniganrealtors.com

CUTE EAsT sAC COTTAGE
Spacious 2 bedroom home in mint condition close to neigh-
borhood park.  Stepdown living room with recessed lighting 
and unique molding; kitchen and bath have been updated 
and remodeled in rich designer colors.  Lush landscaping, 
a gardener’s dream! See www.visualtour.com/shownp.
asp?t=2547078 $349,900

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

WAsHINGTON sQUARE
Better than new 3 year old 2 bedroom 2½ bath condo is  central-
ly located to all Midtown has to offer … downtown, restaurants, 
galleries, parks, light rail and shopping!  Energy efficient condo 
with cherry cabinets, granite countertops, wooden blinds. 2-car 
garage. See http://41317thst7.canbyours.com $315,000

NANCY WEGGE 600-5458
LIsA MARTIs 612-7548

  GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD
This 2 story doll house has storybook charm. Cozy living room with 
hardwood floors, fireplace flanked by built in shelves & recessed 
lights. The galley style kitchen is updated with granite counters 
& newer cabinets, adjoining nook overlooking the front garden. 
Bonus/sun room.  See www.1704-50thSt.com $379,900

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

RED BRICK TUDOR
Remodeled red brick Tudor. 2nd story added in 2000. New 
kitchen in 2006 granite, stainless appliances & hardwood floor. 
Large master with sitting room, bath with marble, dual sinks & 
jetted tub. Family room with French doors leading to gorgeous 
yard featuring pool. See www.354-34thStreet.com $799,900

COLLEEN WIFVAT 719-2324

RIVER PARK
River Park at its best! Recently remodeled three bedroom home 
includes newer roof, newer central heat and air, pristine hard-
wood floors, and completely remodeled kitchen/bathroom w/
stainless steel appliances, granite counters and travertine floors. 
See www.5301monaleeave.epropertysites.com $359,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

REDWOOD TREE sURROUND
Amazing property, very private two story, 4 bedroom East 
Sac home tucked away from the street on a large lot. Updated 
kitchen that opens to big family room, living room fireplace,.  
See www.142557thstreet.epropertysites.com $459,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048
LIBBY NEIL 539-5881

 DUTCH COLONIAL TUDOR
Fab 40's wonderful Dutch Colonial Tudor home. Architec-
tural charm throughout. Rich hardwood floors, spacious 
bedrooms, formal living room and dining room, newly 
remodeled bath, charming kitchen with white cabinetry.  See 
www.106243rdstreet.eproperties.com $899,000

CHRIs BALEsTRERI 996-2244

LOADs OF CHARACTER
Loads of character in this East Sac 2 bedroom 1 bath home. 
Vintage hardwood floors, spacious floor plan with dual pane 
windows. Just minutes from McKinley Park & coffee shops. 
See www.80141ststreet.eproperties.com $350,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048
LIBBY NEIL 539-5881

SOLD!


