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By MARC MALONEY
East sacramento News writer
mmaloney@valcomnews.com

With the holiday season upon us, it’s time 
to start thinking about ways to keep the fam-
ily and kids entertained during those long 
breaks from school. Luckily, the Sacramento 
region offers a full slate of family- and kid-
friendly events, attractions and places that can 
help fend off that inevitable declaration of “I’m 
bored!” that you know you’ll hear once all the 
new toys have been opened and played with.

Fairytale Town
Located at 3901 Land Park Drive, Fairytale 

Town (www.fairytaletown.org) is one of Sac-
ramento’s best-known family attractions. Since 
opening in 1959, the 2.5-acre play park and out-
door children’s museum that brings fairytales 
and nursery rhymes to life has welcomed mil-
lions of guests. More than 25 bright and color-
ful playsets give young children a backdrop to act 
out their favorite stories, to encourage creative 
discovery, and to exercise their minds and bodies 
on child-friendly slides throughout the grounds.

Saturday, Dec. 10 will be a winter wonderland 
at Fairytale Town, with a hands-on celebration 
of holiday arts and crafts from around the world. 
Santa’s workshop will be open with Santa on 
hand, with photos with Santa available for $5.

Regular winter hours at Fairytale Town are 
Thursdays through Sundays from 10 a.m. un-
til 4 p.m., weather permitting.

Skating
Ice and rolling skating are two ways to burn off 

some of those holiday calories; both are offered 
at multiple spots around the Sacramento region. 
Ice skaters can lace up their skates at the down-
town Sacramento Ice Rink, located at St. Rose 

of Lima Park at 7th and K streets, and at Skate-
town Roseville, 1009 Orlando Ave. in Roseville.

The Downtown Ice Rink is open daily through 
Jan. 16, 2012. Hours are Mondays through Thurs-
days from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m., and Sundays from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Holiday hours of 10 a.m. until 6 
p.m. will be offered on Christmas Eve, New Year’s 

No excuse to be bored: 

Family fun in the Sacramento area

East Sacramento News file photo, Tom Paniagua
WALK ON THE WILD SIDE at the Sacramento Zoo this month. 
Special events are planned throughout the holiday season.

See Family Fun, page 19

East Sacramento News file photo, Bill Condray
EXPLORE how Sacramento’s first residents, the Maidu Indians, lived. The Effie Yeaw Nature Center in Ancil Hoffman Park in 
Carmichael offers interactive exhibits for the whole family.
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?

YOU SEE NEW HOPE

Copyright © UC Regents, Davis campus, 2011. All Rights Reserved.

We see cancer-fighting nanoparticles.
You see the promise of tomorrow.

As a National Cancer Institute-designated cancer center, UC Davis is among the top 1 percent of cancer centers  
in the nation and is leading the way to unlocking the mysteries of cancer. Here, world-renowned health-care  
specialists conduct groundbreaking research, teach, and offer innovative treatments not available elsewhere—
including tiny nanoparticles that can deliver targeted cancer-fighting agents to attack the tumor without harming 
healthy tissue. And that’s just the beginning.

Sacramento 
Youth Symphony 
to perform free 
holiday concert
Special to East Sacramento News

The Sacramento Public Li-
brary invites families to cel-
ebrate the winter season at a 
free holiday concert with the 
Sacramento Youth Sympho-
ny Academic Orchestra on 
Dec. 4 at 1 p.m.

The 85-member ensem-
ble will perform in the 
Tsakopoulos Library Gal-
leria at the Central Library, 
located at 828 I Street in 
Sacramento.

The musicians will be un-
der the direction of Angelo 
Moreno, Academic Orchestra 
conductor. The orchestra will 
play a variety of classical and 
holiday selections, including 
the beautiful Ralph Vaughan 
Williams’ adaptation of 
Greensleeves. The Saltarello 
Flute Ensemble and the Clar-
ion Clarinet Quartet will also 
be featured during the pro-
gram.

For more information, 
contact the Sacramento 
Public Library at (916) 
264-2920 or visit  www.
saclibrary.org.

Photo courtesy, Sacramento Youth Sym-
phony Academic Orchestra

ANGELO MORENO will conduct 
the Sacramento Youth Symphony 
Academic Orchestra in a special, free 
concert at the Sacramento Central 
Library on Dec. 4.
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A convenient mix of specialty stores, services and eateries.essential. irresistible.

A Development of Peter P. Bollinger Investment Company | Located at Fair Oaks Blvd. & Fulton Ave.

Enter to Win a $100 
Loehmann’s Plaza Gift 
Card! Pick up an entry 
form at Bento Box, Thai 
House Restaurant or 
Grateful Bread. Contest 
ends Dec. 20, 2011.

Ace One Hour Photo
Bank of the West

Bath & Body Works
Bento Box

Boudin Bakery
Briar Patch

Brown House
Chipotle

Cold Stone Creamery
Cookie Connection

Draper’s & Damon’s
European Wax Center

GNC
Grateful Bread

Hair Forte
Jack’s Urban Eats

Jamba Juice
Loehmann’s

Massage Envy
Metro PCS

Noah’s Bagels

Noodles & Company
OneMain Financial 

Pendleton  
Woolen Mills

Pet Food Express
Pinkberry 

Radio Shack
Raymond’s Cleaners

Save Mart
Scott’s Seafood  

Grill & Bar
Sequels Consignment 

Boutique
Site For Sore Eyes

SportClips
Thai House Restaurant

The UPS Store
Ultimate Nails

Wild Birds Unlimited
Willo Aveda Beauty  

Bar (coming soon)

The right place. Anytime.
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By MARTY RELLES
East sacramento News columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

In the summer of 1961, 
I decided to seek a job to 
earn some money.

At 14 years of age, a little 
extra money comes in han-
dy. Unfortunately, at the 
time, the only jobs available 
to children under 16 years 
old were paper routes.

Both the Sacramento 
Union and the Sacramento 
Bee provided such oppor-
tunities. However, since Bee 
carriers delivered their pa-
pers in the afternoon, not in 
the early morning, I set my 
sights on a Bee route.

Because of their after-
noon delivery schedule, 
the Bee routes were hard to 
come by, so I had a strategy 
for getting a route.

My good friend Gary 
Costamagna had the route 
that ran through our neigh-
borhood, so I began by 
helping him with his deliv-
eries. I folded papers with 
him every afternoon, and 
delivered his route when 
he went on vacation. This 
way, I hoped to get noticed 
by Mr. J. T. Ens, the district 
manager for all of the routes 
in East Sacramento.

Eventually, my strate-
gy worked out as Mr. Ens 
hired me to take over a 
small route of 65 customers 
located on 51st and 52nd 
streets between J Street and 
Folsom Blvd.

Great, finally I had a 
route.

It allowed me to earn 
about $35 per month, but 
it took me a long way away 
from the neighborhood: six 
blocks each way, every day…
including the climb over the 
hill at 56th Street with a 
full load of papers hanging 
on my front handlebars.

Back then the Bee print-
ed a full-sized paper, so this 
proved quite a trek, but off 
I went every day over to my 
route and back. Soon, the 
money came pouring in.

Managing a Bee route in-
volved three activities:

1. Delivering the paper 
daily, including Sunday;

2. Collecting the month-
ly fee for the paper from my 
customers; and

3. Trying to solicit new 
subscribers.

That is where J.T Ens 
came into the picture.

He held a Bee carri-
er meeting monthly at 
East Portal Park. There, 
he stood on the back of 

his big white Ford pick-
up truck and tried to drum 
up the boys enthusiasm for 
bringing in new subscrib-
ers. We earned a hamburg-
er ticket (good for a ham-
burger, fries and Coke) just 
for attending the meeting, 
but we had to listen care-
fully as J.T. urged us to get 
new subscribers and try to 
win the Bee’s latest contests 
with prizes like trips to 
Santa Cruz and even Dis-
neyland.

Sadly, I never won any-
thing in these contests for a 
couple of reasons.

First, even though my 
route had only 65 custom-
ers, it included nearly ev-
ery home in the neighbor-
hood I delivered. Only 10 
or so houses on my route 
didn’t take the Bee and they 
had no desire to take it, so 
to get new subscriptions I 

had to go on to other carri-
ers routes.

No way, I would do that.
Second, I had minimal 

skills as a salesman. So 
when I went to a house to 
solicit a subscription, they 
just said “No.”

In the end, even though 
I attended almost every 
monthly sales meeting, I 
garnered few new custom-
ers for my route. Conse-
quently, J. T. Ens never gave 
me a better route.

Eventually, I reached my 
16th birthday and then 
went to work for my un-
cle Ross at Relles Florist. 
There, working week-
ends, I earned about $60 
a month.

All things considered, 
I learned much from my 
Bee experience. I learned 
how to be a small business 
man.

I also learned the basic te-
nets of all business: Work 
hard. Satisfy your custom-
ers. Do a good job. 

Those lessons have stood 
me well in life. Now, my ex-
perience as a Bee delivery-
man is just another positive 
Janey Way memory.

Janey Way Memories

Life lessons in business: Marty becomes a newspaper boy
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
East sacramento News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

One of the city’s popular hol-
iday attractions, the Sacred 
Heart Holiday Home Tour, is 
this weekend, Dec. 2 through 4. 
Among the houses on this year’s 
tour of five elegantly decorated 
homes is the two-story, Geor-
gian-style, 46th Street home of 
John and Carolyn Reid.

This stop along the tour 
is highlighted by the fact 

that Carolyn was of the two 
founding committee mem-
bers of the tour, which began 
in 1973.

The house was built the 
late 1920s. Carolyn grew up 
in Seattle and moved into the 
house with John in 1966.

Design by Twiggs
The Reid house is already 

visually appealing enough 
on its own to satisfy guests 
of the tour. However, Car-
olyn said that her home is 

becoming even more attrac-
tive with the assistance of 
Wes Green of Twiggs Flo-
ral Design.

“Wes is doing all of the in-
terior decorations all by him-
self,” Carolyn said. “I don’t 
know what you want to call 
him, because he does ev-
erything from inside, out-
side to design, flowers – the 
most beautiful flowers. He 
does weddings, things for the 
Crocker (Art Museum) and 
lots of people in town.”

Welcome by an angel
Green’s creativity can be 

quickly recognized by those 
entering the house, as it was 
his idea to place a large, gold-
colored statue of an angel sev-
eral feet past the front door 
for guests to immediately 
view.

Carolyn said that although 
the statue always sits at the 
top of the home’s staircase, 
Green decided it would serve 
as a great way to greet the 
home’s guests.

“Wes said, ‘I want this to be 
a welcoming from the guard-
ian angel as everyone comes 
through the house,’” Carolyn 
said.

Among the other rooms 
that Green has enhanced in 
the Reid home are the din-
ing room and the breakfast 
room.

Working with the Reids’ 
china, glassware, and oth-
er pieces, Green intermixed 
the pieces to dress the table, 
which will also have gold-
beaded, metallic chargers and 
a white floral centerpiece in a 
silver bowl.

The table in the break-
fast room has been set for 

children, since children of-
ten enjoy having their own 
space.

In celebration of the holi-
day season, the children’s ta-
ble is enhanced with Christ-
mas decorations, including a 
festive and decorative carou-
sel music box, which plays 
multiple holiday tunes, as the 
centerpiece.

Carolyn explained that 
Green’s creativity and dedica-
tion has worked well in meet-
ing her interior design expec-
tations.

“We wanted to show how 
you can design, in differ-
ent ways, different things 
in different rooms, and 

Know your neighbor

Warm hearts, warm home: Reid House on Sacred Heart Holiday Home Tour 

East Sacramento News photo, Lance Armstrong
THE REID HOUSE will be one of five Fabulous Forties residences featured during 
this year’s edition of the Sacred Heart Holiday Home Tour, which is a fundraiser for 
Sacred Heart Parish School.

See Warm Hearts, page 7
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that you can change these 
things by changing a cup 
or a plate or whatever, so 
you have an opportunity 
to do two or three differ-
ent things out of one set of 
dishes, so you’re not just 
having one thing all the 
time,” Carolyn said.

Green said he is honored to 
embellish the already elegant 
nature of the home.

“The Reids have been great 
clients, so when (Carolyn) 
came to me (to request as-
sistance), I was excited and 
honored to be able to do the 
job for her,” Green said. “The 
home has a traditional ele-
gance, so I just tried to keep 
with the theme of the ele-
gance of the home.”

Local art
In addition to Green’s ar-

tistic designs and arrange-
ments, art enthusiasts 
should find the Reid home 
to be an important destina-
tion spot for its display of 
local art.

Carolyn said that she and 
her husband are looking 
forward to presenting their 
art in a convenient, infor-
mational manner.

“We have art in all of our 
rooms and so we felt that 
it was really important to 
(showcase the art),” Carolyn 
said. “It’s all local art (with 
few exceptions). What we 
have done is we’ve put lit-
tle tabs on the bottom of 
every piece that tell them 
the title of the art and also 
who the artist was, so they 
get an idea and a feeling of 
the beautiful work that we 
have artists doing in Sacra-
mento. It’s amazing. We’ve 
been collecting (local art) 
for 40 years.”

Homecoming memories
During this year’s tour 

of the Reid home, a special 
moment will occur when 
former residents of the 
46th Street house will tour 
their old home.

Shingle Springs resident 
Kathy Goldman, plans to 
visit the house with her 
sister, Joanne Fitzgerald, 
a 1963 Mira Loma High 
School graduate who lives 
in Soldatna, Alaska. She 
noted that her time living 
in the home was cut short, 
since her mother, Thelma 

Gray, moved her family out 
of the house following the 
death of her father, John E. 
Gray.

John E. Gray, who died at 
the age of 42, was an eye 
surgeon at Mercy Hospi-
tal.

Goldman, who graduated 
from Encina High School 
in 1961, shared some of 
her memories regarding 
her former Fabulous For-
ties home:

“We moved there in about 
1951 and, for sure, we left 
in the summer of 1955. The 
two bedrooms at the top of 
the stairs to the right were 
my sister’s and mine. My 
bedroom, the furthest to 
the right, had fluffy, white 
curtains and blue wallpaper 
with larger than life pink 
roses. Very fussy. My sister, 
the tomboy, had a more tai-
lored room, green, yellow 
and brown. The bedroom 
at the top of the stairs, to 
the left, was converted to a 
study. Downstairs, the living 
room was really the ‘ living’ 
room. There was no ‘fami-
ly’ room. There were French 
doors in the back that 
opened onto a patio. The 
dining room hosted many 
large dinner parties where 
the menu was usually wild 
duck hunted by my parents. 
The entry hall was big and 
we played there a lot. The 
kitchen was a large square 
and mostly white – white 
tile with red trim, white 
and red linoleum floor and 
a red Formica table in the 

Warm hearts: Carolyn Reid one of the original founders of the home tour
Continued from page 6

middle. The maid’s quarters 
next to the kitchen had two 
built-in twin beds, toe-to-
toe, and a bath, home to an 
au pair. Between the kitch-
en and dining room was an 
odd little room, sort of a 
mini family room. The pia-
no was there, where my sis-
ter and I had to practice a 
lot, and we could leave puz-
zles set up in there. We had 
no TV. A stairway led from 
the hallway down to the 
basement and it was creepy. 
It was a neighborhood with 
quite a few kids and sum-
mertime meant (playing 
the game) ‘kick the can’ in 
the middle of that wide 
street (which once includ-
ed PG&E streetcar tracks 
down its center).”

Updates, upgrades
Changes to the house 

and property since that 
time include an addition-
al room outside where the 
French doors were locat-
ed, a guest house, an out-
side pool, the elimination 
of  the maid quarters, as 
well as various remodel-
ing upgrades.

Altogether, six rooms, in-
cluding the guest house, will 
be featured on the tour.

Admission for the Sacred 
Heart Holiday Home Tour 
is $30 and proceeds will 
benefit Sacred Heart Par-
ish School.

For additional informa-
tion regarding this event, call 
(916) 556-5050 or visit www.
sacredhearthometour.com.

East Sacramento News photo, Lance Armstrong
LOCAL ART SHOW. With her husband, John Reid, Carolyn Reid presents one of 
her favorite paintings during a home tour preview of her residence.
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Special to East Sacramento News

The Sacramento Choral Society will pres-
ent its annual holiday concert at the UC Da-
vis Mondavi Center on Saturday, Dec. 10 
and Sunday, Dec. 11.

“Home for the Holidays” is always a sell-
out, community standing-room-only perfor-
mance that members of the Sacramento re-
gion look forward to year after year.

This year, expect the holiday tradition to con-
tinue with radiant music by the Sacramento 
Choral Society, directed by Donald Kendrick. 
Works by Williams, Rutter, Anderson, Brad-
ford, Bass and Wilhousky will be performed.

There will be new and familiar choral or-
chestral holiday songs for audience members 

to enjoy, as well as a candle light procession 
to banish the darkness.

An audience sing-along is a traditional 
highlight of this concert.

Good cheer, warm hearts and merriment 
are guaranteed, but tickets are not. Plan to 
get your tickets early, as these performanc-
es will sell out.

“Home for the Holidays” will be performed 
on Saturday, Dec. 10 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, 
Dec. 11 at 2 p.m. at the UC Davis Monda-
vi Center.

Single tickets are $35 to $55. Discounts avail-
able for children and students with valid ID. 
For information, call the Mondavi Box Office 
at (866) 754-2787 or visit www.sacramento-
choral.com.

Sacramento Choral Society presents ‘Home for the Holidays’

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

elderly services

medical supplies

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

your services are needed
call melissa today
to place your ad

(916) 429-9901

Senior Board & carereal estate services

loving companionS

care manager

(916) 457-6659 

roses hair design

BeaUTY Salon

Specializing in the Mature 
Woman since 1995

We have openings!
Both IN the chair &
BEHIND the chair!

394 – 45th St (45th & D Street)

assisted placement
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By SUSAN LAIRD
East sacramento News editor
susan@valcomnews.com

This is the time of the year when the Sacra-
mento area community celebrates.

Many things are celebrated. Family faith. 
Successful harvests. Another year of living. 
And as a community, Sacramentans look for-
ward throughout the holiday season to a bet-
ter New Year.

For many, the season simply would not be 
complete without attending the Folsom Sym-
phony’s annual holiday concert, “A Joyful Cel-
ebration,” on Dec. 10 or Dec. 11.

The music is spectacular each year, thanks to 
the talents of Sacramento’s Maestro Michael 
Neumann and the members of the sympho-
ny, who hail from every neighborhood in the 
region. And the community members who at-
tend the event make it extra special.

Before the symphony, during the intermis-
sion and afterward…you won’t find a nic-
er, more genteel, more polite group of folks. 
Many are from Folsom and El Dorado Hills. 
Many more are from Sacramento and the sur-
rounding area.

This event sets the tone for the rest of the 
season for many.

Maestro Neumann selects the musical 
works for each concert – up to two years in 
advance. Each year he includes a balance of 
classical and popular works.

“I have chosen some music that I feel the 
audience will really enjoy,” Maestro Neumann 
said. “Much of it will be somewhat familiar to 
many people. The concert will be rather ‘light’ 

in its feel, which I think is very appropriate for 
a holiday concert.”

Featured works will include: “Dance of the 
Comedians” by Bedřich Smetana, “Jesu, Joy 
of Man’s Desiring” by Johann Sebastian Bach, 
the “Nutcracker Suite” by Pyotr Ilyich Tchai-
kovsky, plus additional works by Bach, Paul 
Dukas and Edvard Grieg.

Look for delightful imitations of birds as 
the Folsom Symphony performs “Gli uccelli” 
by Ottorino Respighi.

The familiar sound of sleigh bells will bring 
smiles to many as Leroy Anderson’s famous 
“Sleigh Ride” is performed.

“I am looking forward to working togeth-
er with soloist Susan Lamb Cook who will 
be playing a wonderful piece, the Tchaikovsky 
‘Variations on a Rococo Theme,’” Maestro 
Neumann added. “So, I hope many people at-
tend this upbeat and joyful event, and support 
our wonderful orchestra.”

One of the fun parts of this concert is when 
Maestro Neumann conducts the symphony 
and the entire audience in traditional sing-along 
Christmas carols. Smiles and good cheer abound.

This experience is a confirmation that hope 
lives – right in the hearts of one’s neighbors.

And that is something worth celebrating.
“A Joyful Celebration” will be performed on 

Saturday, Dec. 10 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, 
Dec. 11 at 3 p.m. Three Stages is located at 10 
College Parkway (just off East Bidwell Street) in 
Folsom. Parking is free.

Single tickets are $25 to $55. Season tickets, 
as well as reduced cost tickets for students and se-
niors are available. To purchase, call (916) 608-
6888 or visit www.folsomsymphony.com.

‘A Joyful Celebration’ with 
the Folsom Symphony
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Higher federal and California           
state taxes got you down?

Interested in learning more about how to reduce your portfolio’s tax burden?
Call or e-mail me for a no-obligation report on strategies to reduce the taxes 
you owe on your investments.

Joseph F. Eschleman, CIMA®
Managing Director - Investment Officer

400 Capitol Mall • Wells Fargo Center • Suite 1700 • Sacramento, CA 95814
916-491-6327 • 800-877-7783
jospeh.f.eschleman@wfadvisors.com
CA Insurance License #0C77285

Wells Fargo Advisors is not a legal or tax advisor. However, we will be glad to work with you,  your accountant, tax advisor, or lawyer to help 
meet your financial goals.

         Investment and Insurance Products:    • NOT FDIC Insured   • NO Bank Guarantee    • MAY Lose Value     

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. 
©Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. 1111-2173 [80631-v1] 09/09

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
East sacramento News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

As it is that time of year 
when families get together to 
give thanks to the many things 
that they appreciate in life, 
Valley Community Newspa-
pers (VCN), publishers of 
Arden-Carmichael News, East 
Sacramento News, Land Park 
News, Pocket News, and Cali-
fornia Kids! would like to give 
thanks for having the oppor-
tunity to serve local commu-
nities for the past 20 years 
and looks forward to many 
more.

This year, VCN celebrates 
its 20-year anniversary, which 
has thus given the business’s 
ownership and staff an obvi-
ous reason to reflect upon its 
history.

Although VCN’s news-
papers were established by 
Ken Mandler, who is best 
known as the founder and 
former, longtime propri-
etor of the Capitol Week-
ly newspaper, the business 
underwent an ownership 
change only four years lat-
er.

It was then that George 
Macko and Steve Chanec-
ka purchased the business, 
which at the time was locat-
ed in the South Hills Shop-
ping Center at 5962 South 
Land Park Drive and con-
sisted of the The East Sac-
ramento News, The Land 
Park News, The Pocket News, 
The Arden News, The Car-
michael News and The Lagu-
na Times.

Under Macko and Chanec-
ka’s ownership, the name, Val-
ley Community Newspapers, 
Inc. was introduced, the Ar-
den and Carmichael papers 
were combined to create the 
Arden-Carmichael News and 
The Laguna Times was dis-
continued.

In 1999, VCN acquired 
California Kids! a month-
ly family oriented publica-
tion, filled with events, activ-
ities, arts and science, puzzles, 
book reviews, etc., all geared 
for the family. The three main 
writers, Connie Goldsmith, 
Carmel Mooney, and Patri-
cia Newman have been writ-
ing for California Kids from 
its beginning.

In 2000, Macko bought 
out Chaneka’s interest in 
the business. The office 
was relocated to 394 Flo-
rin Road in 2001 and has 
been located at its current 
address of 2709 Riverside 
Boulevard since February 
2006.

Macko said that an on-
going philosophy at VCN 
has been to provide low 
cost advertising, quality 
customer service and com-
munity news.

“We have one basic phi-
losophy and that has al-
ways been: we want to be 
a low cost provider to busi-
nesses, so they can afford 
to advertise,” he said.

VCN’s advertising phi-
losophy has also helped 
it survive in a time when 
newspapers have been 
struggling and many pa-
pers have even ceased ex-
isting.

Also beneficial in the lon-
gevity of VCN is the fact 
that the company has never 
focused on two struggling 

‘Community News in Your Hands’ for 20 years

East Sacramento News photo, Susan Laird
COMMUNITY NEWS…in your hands. Valley Community Newspapers, publishers 
of Arden-Carmichael News, East Sacramento News, The Pocket News, The Land 
Park News and California Kids! is two decades old …and still going strong.

See VCN,  page 14
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elements of newspapers – 
subscriptions and classi-
fied advertisements.

Macko has observed that 
the economy has begun to 
improve, thus resulting in a 
better outlook for his news-
papers.

Susan Laird, VCN’s editor, 
said that one of the keys to 
success at VCN is the impor-
tance the publications place 
on the local community.

“Our readership and ad-
vertising base continues to 
be strong, because we focus 
on the local community,” she 
said. “And while the industry 
may be adapting to new for-
mats, the thing our readers 
care about – a focus on local, 
community news – that will 
never change.”

Love of  ‘telling the story’
Macko explained, “Over the 

years we have had a lot of fun 
covering stories from the com-
munities. Today we have a 
group of writers and photogra-
phers that have that same ener-
gy and joy of writing and cap-
turing the moments as our past 
veteran writers, who wrote be-
cause they just loved writing.”

Macko said, “For years we 
ran ‘Kay’s Corner,’ by Knee-
land Lobner, a true gentleman 
and friend, sharing his memo-
ries of growing up in the East 
Sacramento area. Now we 
have Marty Relles’ column, 
‘Janey Way Memories,’ which 
captures his youthful adven-
tures. A very popular column 
and the only column piece we 
run.

“Dwayne Spilsbury would 
uncover interesting stories in 
the Arden Carmichael/East 
Sacramento area. We real-
ly enjoyed working with him. 
Roy Watanabe brought hu-
mor and history to our Land 
Park paper, as did Kay White, 
for many years. Now we look 
forward to Lance’s history 
stories, a real favorite with 
our readers.

Commitment to readers
“Our papers are not filled 

with columns. We run stories. 
Stories about people in the 
community, volunteers, peo-
ple giving back to their com-
munities,” Macko said. “We 
spotlight youth and their 
achievements, unique hob-
bies, family businesses, his-

torical facts on the areas and 
residents, etc.”

Members of the community 
often drop by the newspaper 
office on Riverside Boulevard.

“Our stories bring people to 
our office wanting copies for 
their families,” Macko said. 
“Our stories cause people to 
pick up the phone and call us 
with a ‘thank you.’ We have 
calls all the time with sugges-
tions for story leads – people 
can just walk in and visit, no 
layers here. You’ve got a story 
idea – just call or come in.”

Story ideas come from ev-
erywhere, and every walk of 
life, according to Macko.

“Usually one story leads to 
the next. People will read it and 
call and say, ‘Hey, I remember 
that place – and there would be 
another memory, another inter-
esting fact to print,’” he said.

Commitment to business 
community

“The majority of our adver-
tisers have been with us since 
the beginning,” Macko said. 
“We appreciate them – every-
day. And they continue to get 
the best customer service from 
our outstanding sales team.”

In his efforts to operate a suc-
cessful business, Macko said 
that he is fortunate to have a 
quality staff. And he always runs 
the company with this thought: 
“I want you to enjoy coming to 
work and like what you do.”

Macko believes the success 
of VCN is due to a combi-
nation of his loyal advertis-
ers, the readers who contrib-
ute all the wonderful articles, 

and the VCN family – his 
employees.

A family that cares
“A successful company has lon-

gevity with its employees. Turn-
over is rare,” Macko explained. 
“Recently, we had an opening 
for a sales representative due to 
an employee who had to move 
out of state. But the VCN ‘fam-
ily’ has been a part of our jour-
ney for years, some ranging 20 
years, 16, 15, 11 years with the 
company. Even our distribution 
drivers have been with us for 
years as our drop locations con-
tinue to expand. It’s a great place 
to work. As one employee put it, 
‘Our collective positive attitude, 
sense of humor, and concern for 
our advertisers’ success makes 
coming to work every day a real 
joy.’ That sums it up perfectly.

“Our Production Dept does 
quality work – professional 
through and through,” he con-
tinued. “They not only design 
the ads (and we do not charge 
for changes), layout the papers 
(two a week/nine a month) 
but they also designed our 
website, www.valcomnews.
com, and keep it current for 
our readers. You can read all 
our papers online. Great place 
for advertisers, too.”

The VCN team generates 
nine papers a month, with ad-
ditional special sectional in-
serts. From the popular Real 
Estate Quarterly, Senior Life-
styles, Home & Garden, Valley 
Shopper, to just name a few.

“It’s a busy place,” Macko 
said. “We’re looking forward 
to 2012.”

VCN: Stories come from every walk of life in the neighborhood
Continued from page 13
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Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

ADDITION SPECIALIST

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

Sunshine Electrical

Security Lighting
Upgrades/Remodels/Repairs

Spa Electrical
FREE Estimates/Small jobs OK

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca License # 633853

ELECTRICAL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call  Melissa today!
Reserve your space!

Call  429-9901

Ad design is free.

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231 

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Window Cleaning (inside/out/screens washed)
• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

NO JOB TOO SMALL!
Call Eric

(916) 470-3488

I specialize in all areas of Home Improve-
ment! Carpentry – Electrical – Sprinklers 

Plumbing –  Drains & Mainline
Rooter Service Available

Quality work the fi rst time, Guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

Terra Bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430 or 802-9897

GARDENING/LANDSCAPING

• Full yard maintenance • One time clean-up 
• Sprinkler repair            • Tree Trimming

“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

GARDENING MAINTENANCE &  FALL CLEAN-UP

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HAULING/SPRINKLER REPAIR
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 14 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

 WINTER/HOLIDAY CLEAN-UP !

HARDWOOD FLOORING

Specializing in installing, sanding, 
and fi nishing hardwood fl ooring 

or repair and refurbish your current fl oors.

Call Mike – (916) 383-8742
Lic # 544159/References Available

Hardwood Flooring

HANDYMAN HEATING & AIR

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

BLINDS & SHUTTERS

CLEANING

ADDITION/REMODEL SPECIALIST
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtINGLaNdSCaPING

3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

East Sac Specialists
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

PLUMBING

PaINtING

KItCHEN/BatH dESIGN

PLUMBING CoNtRaCtoR

PaINtING

your ad should be here!

it pays to advertise!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

Ad design is free.

your ad should be here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad should be here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

PaINtING

CoMPLEtE tREE SERVICES tREE SERVICERooFING
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classic car for sale
1969 chevrolet camaro
RS/SS 396 325hp Hugger Orange, Price $7,000. 
More details at witheda4@msn.com 760 356-
8992.

haNDYmaN
get reaDY for fall!
Rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod 
placement, rototilling, pressure washing/power 
spray, yard work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub 
removal, general labor, fence repair, odd jobs & 
more. References available. licensed. call les 
at 838-1247.

haNDYmaN services
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! lic# 908942. call steven 
at 230-2114.

harDwooD floors
refiNish or iNstall
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring or refurbish 
your existing hardwood floors. Call Mike at  (916) 
383-8742. Lic#544159 Ref available

help waNteD
help waNteD - care givers
Care givers wanted: male & female, license &  DMV 
print out, car with insurance, 2 years experience, 
TB test, insurance, certified in CPR & first aid: 
24/7, hourly, live-in, night positions available. Call 
(916) 476-3325  or 753-2144 between 10 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. 

tax preparer

#1 tax preparer
28 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax re-
turns including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including all State 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTEC Registered & Bonded. Please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. 
Same low 1990 rates. www.taxirene.info

#1 BOOkkEEPER
28 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & 
Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. 
Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820.. www.taxirene.info

bookkeepiNg

aDvertise  Your reNtals 

Call 429-9901

pet portraits
origiNal pet portraits
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

Advertise in California Kids! 
Serving Greater Sacramento, 

For more information, 
call (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community 
Newspapers, Inc.

Sell your car
in the classifieds!

Advertise in California Kids! 
Serving Greater Sacramento 

For more information, call 
at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.
A monthly publicationfull of activities, mazes, 
word search, party ideas, travel, book reports, 

and a lot  more! 

California Kids!

For more Calendar entries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Send your event announcement for consid-
eration to: susan@valcomnews.com at least 
two weeks prior to publication.

OngOing

‘Bingo: the Musical’
Through Jan. 8, 2012: Everybody gets to 
join in the fun at this musical. Call for times, 
prices. The Cosmopolitan Cabaret, 10th 
and K streets., Sac.. (916) 557-1999 www.
CosmopolitanCabaret.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Clayton Bailey’s World of Wonders
Through Jan. 15, 2012: 180 works and 
complementary ephemera span 50 years of 
Bailey’s prodigious production of genuine 
marvels. A ceramist, sculptor, and self-pro-
claimed “mad scientist,” Bailey aims to sur-
prise and delight with his art. Crocker Art 
Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 808-7000, 
www.crockerartmuseum.org.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Florence and the Baroque
Through Feb. 12, 2012: Drawn from the 
largest private collection of Florentine Baroque 
painting in the United States, this exhibi-
tion reveals the intense emotion, saturated col-
or, and refined brushwork that characterized 
painting in 17th-century Florence. Crocker 
Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 808-7000, 
www.crockerartmuseum.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Art of Disegno: Italian Prints & Drawings
Through Feb. 12, 2012: This exhibition, from 
the collections of the Georgia Museum of Art 
and Giuliano Ceseri, explores the variety and 
beauty of Italian draftsmanship through draw-
ings and prints from the 16th through 18th 
centuries. Crocker Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. 
(916) 808-7000, www.crockerartmuseum.org.

December

Bilingual Toastmasters
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Una oportunidad uni-
ca para mejorar sus habilidades bilingues y 
superar el temor de hablar delante de gente 

con nuestro club Los Oradores Toastmas-
ters. Improve your language skills and lose 
fear of speaking in front of people in Span-
ish and English with Los Oradores. Every 
Thursday/Cada Jueves 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 
Sutter Cancer Center 2800 L Street, Sac. 
Teri Bullington (916) 723-6232 teri.bull-
ington@gmail.com,www.sacramentotoast-
masters.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bingo!
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Enjoy a great local 
charity game of bingo every Thurs. night at 
6:30 p.m. Benefits projects in the commu-
nity. Early bird for $5, Regular game buy-
in of $20. Elks Lodge No. 6, 6446 Riverside 
Blvd., Sac. (916) 422-6666
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Florin Sears Store Farmer’s Market
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Florin Sears Store 
Farmer’s Market. Every Thursday, year 
round. 8 a.m.–noon. Florin Rd. & 65th St., 
Sac. www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: 12-Step group for 
those who struggle with obesity, food ob-
session or eating disorders. Meets Thurs-
days. 9 a.m. St. Andrews United Method-
ist Church, 6201 Spruce Ave., Sac. (800) 
600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Living Positive with Chronic 

Disease group
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Meet-up group for 
people living with chronic disease who hon-
or how important a positive mindset is. If 
you want to complain – this isn’t the group 
for you. The group will discuss and support: 
best practices for managing your condition, 
communication strategies, ways to laugh, 
have fun, engage with life and more. Free. 
Meets Thursdays. 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. Star-
bucks, 1401 Alhambra Blvd., Sac. Danea 
Horn (503) 319-4247
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Hear guest speak-
ers address local, regional and internation-

al topics. Visitors welcome. 7:30 a.m., every 
Thurs. Aviators Restaurant, 6151 Freeport 
Blvd., Sac. Kelly Byam (916) 684-6854.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Downtown Plaza 

Farmer’s Market
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Sacramento Down-
town Plaza Farmer’s Market. Every Thurs-
day, May–Sept. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 4th & K 
streets, Sac. www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sutterville Heights Optimist Club
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Come enjoy commu-
nity speakers and community projects for 
youth. 12 noon., every Thurs. Golden Cor-
rall, 7700 W. Stockton Blvd., Sac. Charlie 
(916) 427-7136 or Mary-Jo at (916) 691-
3059
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Annual holiday jewelry sale
Dec. 2: Treasures for crafters and vintage/cos-
tume jewelry lovers. 10 a.m.–7 p.m. Benefits 
the Senior Center. Senior Center at Sierra 2, 
2791 24th St., Sac. Mae (916) 455-6339
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Ballroom Dances
Dec. 2, 6, 9, 13, 16, 20,23, 27, 30: En-
joy dancing to a live band every Tuesday 
and Friday. 1:15 p.m.–3:45 p.m. $5/person. 
Mission Oaks Community Center, 4701 
Gibbons Dr., Carmichael
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Kiwanis Club of East Sacramen-

to–Midtown
Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Come listen to an in-
teresting guest speaker weekly; communi-
ty service, serving the children of the world. 
Visitors welcome, first breakfast “on us.” 7 
a.m. – 8 a.m. Fridays. 2875 50th St., UC 
Davis Med. Ctr., Sac. (916) 761-2124 www.
eastsacmidtownkiwanis.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Point West
Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Hear guest speakers 
address local, regional and international top-
ics. Visitors welcome. 7 a.m., every Fri. Dou-
bleTree Hotel, 2001 Point West Way., Sac. 
www.pointwestrotary.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimists of Sacramento
Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Soroptimist Interna-
tional of Sacramento South, a service club 
for business and professional women, meets 
Fridays. 11:15 a.m.–12:45 p.m. Casa Gar-
den Restaurant, 2760 Sutterville Rd., Sac. 
Barbara McDonald, (916) 363-6927
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘A Holiday Show of Hands’
Dec. 3: St. John the Evangelist School will 
host its 33rd annual arts and crafts sale, fea-
turing custom work by over 150 craftsmen 
and artists. Special features include a Fash-
ion Pavilion and antiques & collectibles in 
the Antique Cottage. Sat. 9 a.m.–7 p.m., 
Sun. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. Admission free. 5701 
Locust Ave., Carmichael. (916) 966-2179
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Country Club Plaza Farmer’s Market
Dec. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31: Country Club Plaza 
Farmer’s Market. Every Saturday, year round. 
8 a.m.–noon. Watt & El Camino, Butano Dr. 
parking lot, Sac. www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
Dec. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31: 12-Step group for 
those who struggle with obesity, food obses-
sion or eating disorders. Meets Saturdays. 8 
a.m. Mercy General Hospital North Audi-
torium, 4001 J St., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Holiday Boutique
Dec. 3, 4: Beautifully hand-crafted gifts, 
one-stop Christmas shopping from many 
vendors and church crafters. Soup, bread 
and baked goods, lunch available for pur-
chase. Free admission. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Park-
side Community Church, 5700 South Land 
Park Dr., Sac. (916) 421-0492
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Jensen Garden workday
Dec. 3: Friends of the Jensen Botanical Gar-
den workday. Bring work gloves, hand prun-
ers and your lunch. 9 a.m.–1 p.m. Come 
join with other volunteers to keep the gar-

den beautiful all year. 8520 Fair Oaks Blvd., 
Carmichael. Tracy Kerth (916) 485-5322 
tracy@carmichaelpark.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Nutcracker Ballet
Dec. 3, 4: Crockett-Deane Ballet Compa-
ny and the Deane Dance Center Dancers 
will perform their annual holiday ballets, 
“Christmas Angels and the “Nutcracker” at 
“The Center at 2300” located at 2300 Sierra 
Blvd. $15 adults; $12 seniors and students; 
$10 children. Sat. 7 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m. Tick-
ets at the door and at Deane Dance Center, 
3385 Lanatt St., Elk Grove (916) 453-0226
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pancake Breakfast
Dec. 3, Jan. 7: Two light, delicious, warm pan-
cakes, a tasty patty of sausage, Log Cabin syrup, 
tea and coffee, all for only $3/person! 8:30 a.m.–
10 a.m. Every First Saturday of the Month. Ben-
efits the Wednesday Club. Mission Oaks Com-
munity Center, 4701 Gibbons Dr., Carmichael
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

POWERtalk International
Dec. 3, 6, Jan. 3, 7: Want to improve your 
public speaking and presentation skills? 
POWERtalk International, a nonprof-
it public speaking organization, provides 
coaching in leadership skills, sales presenta-
tion, interviewing, confidence building and 
more. Meets First Tuesdays of the month 
10 a.m.–1 p.m. and First Saturdays of the 
Month 12 noon–3 p.m. Aviators Restau-
rant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Liz Richard-
son (916) 208-9163, erichardson1202@ya-
hoo.com www.powertalkinternational.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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Nutcracker Ballet
Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. & Dec. 4 at 2 p.m. 

Crockett-Deane Ballet Company 
& Deane Dance Center Dancers

“Christmas Angels”
and the “Nutcracker”

The Center at 2300 Sierra Blvd.
$15 adults; $12 seniors/students,
$10 children. Tickets at the door 
& at Deane Dance Center 3385 

Lanatt St. (916) 453-0226

B

33rd Annual
“Holiday Show of Hands”

CRAFT FAIR
Friday, Dec 2, 5 to 9 p.m ($3)

Saturday, Dec 3, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec 4, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Unique, hand-crafted gifts, decorator 
items, collectibles, 

Hot lunch - Shuttle from Elks Club

St. John the Evangelist School
5701 Locust Avenue, Carmichael

Sacramento Children’s Chorus

“The Spirit of the Season”

Holiday Concerts
December 3, 7:30 p.m.

Westminster Presbyterian Church
1300 N Street

December 4, 4 p.m.
Carmichael 7th Day Adventist

4600 Winding Way
Info & Tickets 916 646-1141

sacramentochildrenschorus.org

CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY
OF SACRAMENTO

25th YEAR OF BEAUTIFUL MUSIC!

Concerts 2011 -  12/17
Concerts 2012 - 2/11, 3/10, 

4/15, 5/5, 6/12

cmssacto.org 443-2908

Capitol Ballet Company

Creates Holiday Magic

Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker
Dec. 10th -2 & 7 p.m. Sacramento

Dec. 17th - 7 p.m. Stockton
See website for performance loca-

tions & tickets

capitolballet.com
(916) 484-1188

Cookies, Coffee, and Curriculum
Visit classrooms, meet teachers and 

experience first-hand the creativity and 
character in Pre-kindergarten and Kindergarten

2636 Latham Drive, Sacramento 95864
www.saccds.org

Please reserve with Lonna or Dana in the 
SCDS Admission Office 916.481.8811 

Pre-Kindergarten
Dec. 8, Jan. 11, or Feb. 22

8:45-10:45 a.m. 

Kindergarten
Dec. 7, Jan. 26, or Feb. 23 

10:15 a.m.-noon

Faces and places

Rainy Run 
to Feed the 
Hungry
Photos by STEPHEN CROWLEY
East sacramento News photographer
stephen@valcomnews.com

The first rain in 18 years failed to dampen the spirits of 
nearly 29,000 runners and walkers on Thanksgiving morn-
ing, who participated in the 18th annual “Run to Feed the 
Hungry” in East Sacramento. The event benefits the Sacra-
mento Food Bank & Family Services. Over $800,000 was 
raised to help feed hungry neighbors.
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Let’s power
more savings. 
If you’re planning to buy a new appliance, like a 
washing machine or air conditioner, visit smud.org 
first. You’ll find rebates on qualified ENERGY
STAR® models that will help you save money 
now—and save hundreds on energy later.

Visit smud.org/rebates to see our full list 
of incentives on energy-saving appliances.

Eve, and New Year’s Day. The 
rink is closed Christmas Day. 
Admission is $8 for a two-hour 
session, and skate rental is $2. A 
full calendar of special events, 
like Disco night, Ugly Sweater 
Day, and a Luau, can be found 
at http://downtownsac.org/
events/westfield-downtown-
plaza-ice-rink. 

Skatetown Roseville offers 
two NHL-sized indoor ice rinks, 
learn-to-skate classes, hockey 
league play, ice skating coaching, 
and more. A full list of dates and 
times, information about admis-
sion and rental costs, and holiday 
hours is available online at www.
skatetown-roseville.com. 

If roller skating is more your 
style, Foothill Skate Inn, locat-
ed at 4700 Auburn Blvd., is 
your spot. The facility’s typi-
cal weekly winter schedule in-
cludes open skating sessions on 
Sunday afternoons between 1 
p.m. and 5:30 p.m., Monday 
nights from 6:30 p.m. until 10 
p.m., Wednesday family skate 
nights from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
Friday evenings between 6:30 
p.m. and 10:30 p.m., and Sat-
urdays from 11 a.m. until 5:30 
p.m. and again from 6:30 p.m. 
to 10:30 p.m. every Saturday 
night. See www.foothillskate-
inn.com for more information. 

Animal adventures
Animal lovers have plenty 

of holiday options at the ar-
ea’s various zoos, nature cen-
ters, and parks. 

Another Land Park staple, the 
Sacramento Zoo, is located at 
3930 South Land Park Drive. 
The zoo is open daily from 10 
a.m. until 4 p.m., with the excep-
tions of Christmas Day, when the 
zoo is closed, and Christmas Eve, 
when it is open from 10 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. and admission is free.

Several special events are planned 
at the zoo throughout the holidays. 
Zoo visitors who bring a non-per-
ishable food item or a new, un-
wrapped toy when they visit the 
Zoo by Dec. 24 will receive $1 off 
zoo admission. Food donations 
benefit the Sacramento Food Bank 
and families in need; toy donations 
benefit Toys for Tots.

On weekends in December, 
zoo visitors will be able to buy 
handcrafted wreaths and zoo-
grown mistletoe to benefit the 
American Association of Zoo-
keepers, and on Saturday, Dec. 10, 
the zoo’s animals will open their 
holiday presents. On Christmas 
Eve, Dec. 24, the zoo will be open 

Family fun: From fairy tales to animal adventures, activities abound in Sac-town
Continued from page 2

from 10 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. for 
a special pajama party, with free 
admission and zoo staff wearing 
their finest jammies.

The Effie Yeaw Nature Center 
in Ancil Hoffman Park in Car-
michael offers quiet trails, wildlife 
viewing opportunities, and inter-
active exhibits for the entire fam-
ily. For more details, visit http://
www.sacnaturecenter.net/.

The December schedule in-
cludes a special holiday shop-
ping event scheduled from 9 
a.m. until 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
3, with all profits from this an-
nual sale benefitting the center’s 
educational programs. Shop-
pers can help nature education 
programs and pick up bargains 
for the nature lovers and kids on 
their lists.

A birding basics program 
will begin at 1:30 p.m. Dec. 4. 
At 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
10, guests are invited to explore 
the river’s edge, which provides 
habitat for beavers, otters, her-
ons, and other wildlife. Cold-
blooded creatures will be the 
featured attraction at 1:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 18, and at 10:30 
a.m. on Christmas Eve, visitors 

can hear a Native American 
story about the coyote and get 
a close-up look at a coyote pelt, 
skull and mounted specimen. 
Finally, at 10:30 a.m. on New 
Year’s Eve, visitors can meet 
the center’s newest animal resi-
dent, a young great horned owl, 
and learn how these impressive 
birds earned the fearsome nick-
name “Flying Tiger.”



AMERICAN RIVER ACCESS
Great River Park location. 3 bedroom 2 bath just shy of 1,500 
square feet. New 30-year roof and gutters (over 3,000sf of roof-
ing). New HVAC. New Andersen windows. Hardwood and tile 
floors throughout,  skylights and American River Parkway ac-
cess. New paint inside and out, large kitchen, gas piped fireplace. 
See: 52sandburgdrive.epropertysites.com $385,000

STEPHANIE GALLAGHER 342-2288

2401 American River Drive, Suite 150 | 484-2030 
4215 Freeport Blvd. | 916.454.5753 | www.dunniganrealtors.com

GORGEOUS FAB 40’S
Single Story home in East Sacramento's Fabulous Forties. 
3 Bedroom 2 Bath with open floor plan featuring random 
oak flooring, Pella windows, custom cabinetry & wood-
work. Large family room/den with 10-ft. ceilings & built-in 
bookcases. Detached 2-Car Garage.  See: www.1415-44thst.
com $819,000

LINDA WOOD 802-8042

FABULOUS RIVER PARK
Cute 3 bedroom remodeled home with a deep park like backyard. 
Entertain your friends with this show piece. You will love to cook 
in the chef's kitchen with beautiful cabinets, granite counters and 
stainless steel appliances. Host BBQ's in the large patio area or 
take a stroll down the private garden pathways in this beautiful 
yard. See: 5180moddisonave.epropertysites.com $299,000

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

HIGHWATER BUNGALOW
Large high-water bungalow extensively remodeling; upstairs was 
redesigned with 2 large, sunny bedrooms and an impressive master 
suite with office, walk-in closet, changing area, master bath with 
jetted tub, large shower, and a deck overlooking the newly-sodded 
backyard. See www.1545SantaYnezWay.com $574,950

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

G STREET HOME
Stunning 24' entry, open floor plan. Great craftsmanship. 
Wide plank cherry floors, huge kitchen /great room combo 
w/ huge fireplace, home theater & surround sound. Built-in 
refr, comml grade appliances & granite counters. See www.
GStreetHome.com $1,129,000

COLLEEN WIFVAT 719-2324

AMAZING EAST SAC
Amazing 2 bedroom home on one of East Sacramento's 
best streets, Pala Way. This spacious floor plan has great 
hardwood floors, central heat and air, a quarter base-
ment, a vintage fireplace, and good sized bedrooms. See: 
www.484palaway.epropertysites.com $320,000
TIM COLLOM 247-8048 • LIBBY NEIL 539-5881

WHAT A CHARMER!
This beautifully maintained and incredibly charming 2 
bedroom 1 bath home has all the right upgrades! Wood 
floors in great condition and dual pane windows, tons of 
light and open floor plan. See: 31258Nstreet.epropertysites.
com $289,000
TIM COLLOM 247-8048 • LIBBY NEIL 539-5881

SPANISH MEDITERRANEAN
Amazing 4 bedroom 3 bath in East Sacramento! Completely 
remodeled within the last few years. Four very large bedrooms, 
a gourmet kitchen, top of the line fixtures, laundry upstairs & 
downstairs and a phenomenal master suite are all included. See 
www.172141ststreet.epropertysites.com $615,000
TIM COLLOM 247-8048 • LIBBY NEIL 539-5881

GREAT LOCATION EAST SAC
Fantastic 3 bedroom on great East Sacrmaneot street! Pristine 
hardwood floors, vintage fireplace, remodeled bathroom, dual pane 
windows, central heat & air, and a very spacious floor plan. The 
backyard is perfect for entertaining. An easy enjoyable walk to Bertha 
Henschel Park. See: 100colomaway.ihousenet.com $347,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048


