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The Swiss-American organization, Sacra-
mento Helvetia Verein, recently celebrated 
its 120th anniversary with a special gathering 
that was held at the Croatian-American Cul-
tural Center on Auburn Boulevard.

The March 24 event began with a re-
ception with music and a hosted bar, fol-
lowed by a dinner with wine service, the 
parade of the cantonal (state) flags, en-
tertainment, including the blowing of 
the alphorn and yodeling, dancing and 
dessert. The music was provided by Lisa 

Dillier Ward and the Ronald Sheiber Or-
chestra.

Another feature of the event, which was at-
tended by 175 Sacramento Helvetia Club 
members and guests, was an invocation given 
by the guest of honor, Swiss Consulate Gen-
eral Julius Anderegg.

Merger
Additionally, Sacramento Helvetia Verein 

President Ernest Gudel proposed a toast to 
the merger of the Sacramento Helvetia Ver-
ein and the Sacramento Swiss Ladies Society, 

Know your neighbors

Sacramento Helvetia Verein 
celebrates 120th anniversary

Photo courtesy, Sacramento Helvetia Verein
SWISS PRIDE. Members of the Sacramento Helvetia Verein gather together during the club’s picnic at Oak Park in 1898.

See Anniversary, page 17
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?

Copyright © UC Regents, Davis campus, 2012. All Rights Reserved.

YOU SEE EXPERTISE

With the region’s only level 1 pediatric trauma center and emergency department dedicated 
to children, UC Davis is the place for children needing emergency medical care. Here, experts 
specially trained in pediatric emergency medicine understand the nuances of caring for 
critically ill or injured children and are setting new standards for pediatric emergency care 
worldwide. If it’s your child, UC Davis is where you want to be. 

To learn more, visit YouSeeTheFuture.UCDavis.edu. For more information, call 800-2-UCDAVIS.

We see a child who deserves the best medical care.
You see world leaders in children’s emergency medicine.

SMUD customers 
can help the 
needy pay their 
electric bills
Special to East Sacramento News

A lot of folks are strug-
gling to make ends meet 
during the recession. Many 
families are forced to make 
difficult choices when pay-
ing bills.

As the weather warms up 
for summer, air condition-
ers will need to be run a lot 
more and energy bills can 
rise, challenging some fami-
lies’ budgets even more.

As a Sacramento Mu-
nicipal Utility District 
(SMUD) customer, you can 
help fellow customers who 
are in crisis pay their elec-
tric bills with the Energy-
HELP program.

Through EnergyHELP, 
customers can contrib-
ute automatically in their 
monthly bill payment to any 
of four charities: the Salva-
tion Army, the Sacramento 
Food Bank and Family Ser-
vices, Travelers Aid Emer-
gency Assistance Agency 
and the Folsom Cordova 
Community Partnership. 
The donation is tax-deduct-
ible, and SMUD sends 100 
percent of the proceeds di-
rectly to the charity. In turn, 
the charities offer as much 
as $200 in one-time bill as-
sistance to low-income cus-
tomers whose electric pow-
er has been, or is about to 
be, disconnected for non-
payment.

Typical monthly dona-
tions are between $1 and 
$10 per month, while some 
customers have contributed 
$20 to $100 per month.

Based on the enthu-
siasm SMUD custom-
ers have for helping their 
neighbor in need, the 
electric utility has sur-
passed $532,000 in an-
nual pledged Energy-
HELP contributions. 
Since its inception in 
January 2004, narly $2.5 
million in assistance has 
been distributed to more 
than 16,000 local house-
holds in crisis.

For more information, visit 
www.smud.org or call (888) 
742-7683.

East Sacramento News staff

Members of the community have un-
til April 10 to contribute to the “Save 
Our Pools” campaign.

Thus far, $200,000 has been donated 
to the cause, but another $500,000 is 
needed to keep all pools open this sum-
mer. SaveMart and FooxMaxx stores 

are helping with the donation effort. 
Visit www.savemart.com/saveourpools 
for ways you can help. In addition, oth-
er local groups are stepping up.

The Spa on H will donate $20 of 
their regular $65 one-hour massage 
or facial charge to the Save Our Pools 
campaign. The Spa on H is located at 
5401 H Street in Sacramento.

The Q-Balls, a local band, will host a 
fundraiser at The Torch Club on Satur-
day, April 21 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Pro-
ceeds will go toward the effort to keep 
public swimming pools open this sum-
mer. Admission to the event is free, but 
donations will be accepted. The Torch 
Club is located at 904 15th Street in 
Sacramento.

Efforts continue to ‘Save Our Pools’
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By SALLY KING
East sacramento News writer
sally@valcomnews.com

Carnegie Hall, the most 
famous concert venue in 
the United States, has been 
the stage for famous art-
ists since 1891. A Phoebe 
Hearst Elementary School 
student from the Pocket 
Greenhaven area is prepar-
ing to add his footsteps to 
the stage.

Chase Onodera, who 
turned 11 years old on 
March 17, will perform 
“Bouree in E minor, BWV 
996” by Johann Sebas-
tian Bach on his guitar at 
New York City’s prestigious 
Carnegie Hall on April 
8. He will be a part of the 
American Protégé Inter-
national Piano and Strings 
Competition 2012 concert 
in the Weill Recital Hall at 
Carnegie Hall. Earlier this 
year, he placed first in the 
international competition.

Chase said he is nervous 
about playing at Carne-
gie Hall because so many 
great musicians have played 
there.

“I feel honored to be able 
to play there,” Chase said.

William Jessup Universi-
ty instructor Brandon Yip 
was Onodera’s first gui-
tar teacher. Yip said Chase 
was very respectful and that 
even at age four, he could sit 
for a half hour lesson and 
not become distracted. Jolie 
Onodera, Chases ‘s mom, 
said Yip made playing the 
guitar fun for her son.

Yip credits Chase’ par-
ents, David and Jolie, whom 
he said made sure their son 
always showed up for prac-
tice and stayed with him for 
his lessons.

“Chase was such a bright 
kid,” Yip said. “He always 
came to practice smiling 
and eager to learn.”

Yip suggested Chase 
should try out for the San 
Francisco Conservatory. So 
he did and was accepted.

Scott Cmiel, an instruc-
tor at the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music, has 
been instructing Chase on 
the guitar for the last four 
years. Cmiel said that – in 
addition to his regular gui-
tar class – Chase also has 
a master class that has giv-
en him the opportunity to 
play his guitar with many 
famous musicians, such as 
internationally recognized 
guitarist Manuel Barrueco.

Chase and his family drive 
to San Francisco every Sat-
urday for his lessons.

“I have my guitar lesson 
for an hour,” Chase said. 
“ Then I do my homework 
and then it’s time to prac-
tice with my ensemble, 
which lasts an hour and a 
half.”

Chase said playing with 
the ensemble is harder than 
playing alone.

“You have to make three 
or four guitars sound like 
one,” Chase said.

During the week, Chase 
said he practices around 15 
to 20 minutes a day. Cmiel 
said Chase is very dedicat-
ed and talented.

“Chase knows what he 
wants to accomplish,” Cmiel 
said. “He doesn’t have to 
practice a long time because 
he knows what he is trying 
to achieve. Chase is a de-
light to work with and very 
self motivated.”

Chase has a sister who 
plays the piano and the vi-

olin. Jolie said she wanted 
her children to be exposed 
to music at an early age.

“I feel they learn a lot 
from music,” Jolie said. 
“Discipline, how to focus 
and responsibility; playing 
music you are always striv-
ing to do your best.”

Chase plays a New World 
guitar made by Kenny Hill. 
He said it is hard to find 
small guitars. He prefers to 
tune his guitar by ear rath-
er than use an electronic 
tuner, although he confess-
es he doesn’t have a perfect 
ear.

Chase’s uncle, Wesley 
Namikawa, said he appre-
ciates the commitment and 
dedication Chase has made 
and thinks it is great Chase 

Phoebe Hearst Elementary School student to play at Carnegie Hall

is being rewarded with this 
opportunity.

“ There are so many alter-
natives to success,” Nami-
kawa said. “With hard work 
and commitment come 
great accomplishments.”

During the week, Chase 
attends Phoebe Hurst Ele-
mentary School, where he 
is part of the GATE pro-

gram. His favorite subjects 
are math and science. He 
also enjoys golf and playing 
chess.

Chase said he is look-
ing forward to playing at 
Carnegie Hall and his fam-
ily, including both sets of 
grandparents, are looking 
forward to watching him 
perform.

East Sacramento News photo, Sally King
PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE. Phoebe Hearst Elementary School student Chase Onadera is putting in the time to develop 
his talent on the guitar. He will perform at New York City’s famous Carnegie Hall on April 8.
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
East sacramento News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Another link to East 
Sacramento’s New Helve-
tia Cemetery was recent-
ly discovered when three 
missing historic tomb-
stones from the cemetery 
were found in a local back-
yard.

Mystery of the missing 
markers

New Helvetia Cemetery, 
which had its first burials in 
the mid-19th century, was 
located south of McKinley 
Park at the northeast corner 
of Alhambra Boulevard and 

J Street – the present site of 
Sutter Middle School. Many 
of the former cemetery’s 
gravestones have been miss-
ing for more than a half-cen-
tury.

The news of the discov-
ery of the three previous-
ly missing tombstones was 
brought to the attention of 
this publication by Dr. Bob 
LaPerriere, co-chair of the 
Sacramento County Cem-
etery Advisory Commis-
sion.

Recent discovery
During a discussion re-

garding other local his-
toric cemeteries, LaPer-
riere mentioned how the 

tombstones were discov-
ered.

“I found out about the 
tombstones through an e-
mail from a friend who had 
worked with me in the past, 
helping to enter data on 
New Helvetia Cemetery,” 
LaPerriere said. “A friend of 
hers was visiting homes for 
sale in the area near Sutter 
Middle School and had not-
ed several grave markers in 
the backyard of one of the 
homes.”

After being informed about 
these markers, LaPerriere 
contacted the realtor who 
provided the contact infor-
mation for the owner of the 
home.

After LaPerriere explained 
the importance of the New 
Helvetia Cemetery and the 
need to continually memo-
rialize those who were bur-
ied there, the homeowner 
agreed to allow LaPerriere to 
remove the stones from the 
backyard.

The cemetery advisory 
committee’s assumption is 
that the markers had made 
their way to the backyard 
in the 1950s, when the city 
removed the remains of 
more than 5,000 people.

The removal of  these 
remains occurred in 
preparation for the con-
struction of  the new site 
of  Sutter Junior High 
School – now Sutter 
Middle School – which 
was built on the old cem-
etery grounds.

After LaPerriere removed 
the tombstones and loaded 
them into a van, the stones 

were then cleaned and stored 
away as they awaited the com-
pletion of research to deter-
mine where they should be 
placed.

A diverse community
In discussing the names 

that are on the stones, LaPer-
riere said, “They certainly re-
flect that even back then, Sac-
ramento had a very diverse 
population.”

The full wording of the 
stones read as follows:

Jane A. Hall. Died Mar. 24, 
1878. Aged 53 years.

R. Takahashi, Died Nov. 28, 
1911. Aged 7 Mo’s, 5 Da’s.

Yee Lon Jem. Died 1906.
Yee’s tombstone also in-

cludes characters of his native 
language.

Research regarding these 
stones revealed that Jane 
Hall was removed to the 

Historical East Sacramento 
cemetery tombstones 
discovered in backyard

East Sacramento News photo, Lance Armstrong
CARE AT LAST FOR THE PAST. Dr. Bob LaPerriere cleans the surface of the recently 
discovered tombstone of Yee Lon Jem, who passed away in 1906.

See Historic, page 7
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Discovery: More grave markers may be in East Sac alleys, gardens, driveways
Continued from page 6

Sacramento Historic City 
Cemetery at 1000 Broad-
way as a “known,” which was 
a term used by the city at the 
time.

“Knowns”
There were about 400 

“knowns” removed from 
New Helvetia Cemetery 
to the city cemetery in the 
1950s.

On the day after Hall’s 
death, the Sacramento Re-
cord-Union published the 
following notice: “Sacra-
mento, March 24 – Jane A. 
Hall, 53 years. (San Fran-
cisco papers please copy.) 
Friends and acquaintanc-
es are respectfully invit-
ed to attend the funeral, 
which will take place from 
the Baptist Church, Ninth 
Street, between L and M, 
this afternoon at 2 o’clock.”

“Unknowns”
Takahashi was listed in 

the roster of those buried 
in the New Helvetia Cem-
etery, and the assumption 
was thus made by local 
cemetery researchers that 
his remains were buried in 
the New Helvetia section at 
East Lawn Memorial Park 
at 4300 Folsom Blvd.

Also located in that sec-
tion are the remains of 4,690 
others who were buried in 
the New Helvetia Cemetery 
and were recognized as “un-
knowns.”

Credit for memorializing 
these unknowns is attribut-
ed to the generosity of East 
Lawn Memorial Park, as 
the city of Sacramento nev-
er erected a single memori-
al for these forgotten early 
Sacramentans.

Unfortunately, no New 
Helvetia Cemetery records 
for Yee Lon Jem have been lo-
cated.

However, LaPerriere said 
that he is confident that 
Yee’s marker also came from 

Help solve the mystery
Anyone with information regarding missing grave-

stones from the New Helvetia Cemetery is encour-
aged to call the Sacramento County Cemetery Advi-
sory Commission at (916) 874-9103 or write to the 
e-mail address, cemeterycommission@saccounty.net.

the New Helvetia Ceme-
tery.

Hidden in backyards?
The recent discovery of 

the New Helvetia Cemetery 
tombstones supports the 
cemetery advisory commis-
sion’s belief that more of the 
old cemetery’s burial mark-
ers remain in local yards.

LaPerriere described the 
discovery of the markers as 
a gratifying experience.

“It’s always gratifying to 
locate more markers from 
early Sacramentans who 
have been buried in vari-

ous areas throughout the 
county,” LaPerriere said. “It 
reminds us of the impor-
tance to memorialize and 
remember these early Sac-
ramentans. As an example, 
one of the unknowns that 
was moved to the New Hel-
vetia section in East Lawn 
was Sheriff ( Joseph) McK-
inney (who was Sacramen-
to County’s first sheriff ). 
So, there are a lot of prom-
inent people who have been 
forgotten who are being re-
membered as we locate their 
markers and reveal their his-
tory.”

Photo courtesy, Dr. Bob LaPerriere
A CHILD’S MARKER. R. Takahashi, whose name appears on this historic gravestone, 
died at the age of seven months.

Photo courtesy, Dr. Bob LaPerriere
BACKYARD FIND – AFTER. The cemetery marker of Jane A. Hall is shown after it was removed 
from an East Sacramento yard and cleaned. Hall’s remains, which were previously buried in 
the New Helvetia Cemetery, are presently buried in the Sacramento Historic City Cemetery.

Photo courtesy, Dr. Bob LaPerriere
CHINESE HISTORY. Yee Lon Jem is believed to have been buried in the New Helve-
tia Cemetery in 1906.

Photo courtesy, Dr. Bob LaPerriere
BACKYARD FIND - BEFORE. The gravestone of Jane A. Hall (1828-1878) is shown in 
the state it appeared when it was recently discovered in an East Sacramento backyard.
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For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S livingSenior Board & carereal estate services

assisted placementaSSiSTed living

loving companionS

medical supplies

Your services are needed
call melissa todaY to place Your ad

(916) 429-9901

(916) 457-6659 

roses hair design

BeaUTY Salon

Specializing in the Mature 
Woman since 1995

Start pampering yourself now! 
Mother’s Day SPECIAL

$50 perms (good thru 5/13/12)

394 – 45th St (45th & D Street)

in home care

Rain check:

3rd annual Easter Egg 
Hunt for Dogs rescheduled

The Third annual Easter Egg Hunt 
for Dogs in McKinley Park was re-
scheduled to Saturday, April 7, due to 
heavy rains on March 31.

Members of the canine community 
are invited to turn out for this annual 
event, sponsored by Wag Hotel. This 
year’s event benefits Nor Cal Boxer 
Rescue.

Dogs will be able to hunt and sniff 
out over 1000 eggs filled with delec-
table treats. Hidden among the eggs 
will be five special eggs containing the 
word “Winner” that can be redeemed 

for prizes including a five day pass of 
All Day Play at Wag Hotels.

Enjoy finger foods and photo oppor-
tunities with the Easter Bunny. Excit-
ing doggy prizes will be raffled.

Easter attire is encouraged for pets!
The Easter Egg Hunt for Dogs will 

be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. There 
is a suggested $10 donation per fam-
ily. McKinley Park is located at 601 
Alhambra Boulevard in East Sac-
ramento. To purchase tickets, visit 
http://tinyurl.com/egghunt4dogs, or 
call (916) 373-0300.

East Sacramento News file photo
RESCHEDULED. The Third annual Easter Egg Hunt for Dogs was rained out on March 31. But never 
fear, this annual event is re-calendared for Saturday, April 7. This year’s egg hunt for dogs in McKinley 
Park will benefit Nor Cal Boxer Rescue.
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Special to East Sacramento News

What if you could read the classics 
the way you’ve always wanted to. With 
a university scholar who specializes in 
each book’s genre.

Well, now you can – at the Sacra-
mento Central Library. And there are 
no term papers, no tests…and best of 
all, no tuition!

On April 15, Stephanie Tucker, 
professor emerita of English at Sac-
ramento State and Capital Stage liter-
ary manager, will present “True West,” 
by Sam Shepard, the Pulitzer prize-
winning playwright and actor.

Tucker will address the subject, “‘So 
Mom Took Off for Alaska?’ – Sav-
age Civility in Sam Shepard’s ‘True 
West.’” After the talk, patrons will 

break into small groups to discuss the 
play. Former graduate students and 
faculty from the Sacramento State 
English department will serve as dis-
cussion leaders.

This special adult program at the 
Central Library is a part of the No-
table Books program, a book club 
led by English professors. For each 
book, a scholar who specializes in 

the book’s genre introduces the text 
and then leads the book discus-
sion.

“Notable Books: True West” will 
be held at the Sacramento Central Li-
brary on Sunday, April 15 from 2 p.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. The Central Library is lo-
cated at 828 I Street in Sacramento. 
For more information, call (916) 264-
2700 or visit www.saclibrary.org.

No term papers, no tests, no tuition – Just great books
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Special to East Sacramento News

A unique neighborhood of large canopy 
trees and early 20th century homes, Cur-
tis Park is the place to be on Saturday, April 
28 for the annual home and garden tour. 
Everyone is invited to stroll through this 
unique neighborhood anchored by the Si-
erra 2 Community Center and an 18 acre 
park, touring six residences in Tudor, Four-
square and Craftsman styles, as well as a 
large Craftsman-turned-daycare center.

The Curtis Park Home and Garden 
Tour is one of the few in the Sacramen-
to region that offers a dramatic range of 
authentic and historic architectural ex-
teriors with equally diverse and artful-

ly designed interiors. The tour is held in 
the spring so visitors can enjoy delightful 
weather and new foliage. The homes are 
not specially decorated to reflect a given 
theme or holiday, instead, the tour allows 
visitors to see how people live in these 
exquisite homes day to day – how they 
have adapted their homes for their own 
enjoyment with well designed, fresh and 
classic interiors, while maintaining and 
appreciating their historical stature.

The program for the 26th Annual Cur-
tis Park Home Tour kicks off at 10 a.m. 
at the north end of Curtis Park. Visitors 
can relax while enjoying music, refresh-
ments, lunch from mobile food vendors 
Wicked ‘Wich and Mama Kim’s, and in-

formation on home restoration. In addi-
tion, the SCNA Senior Center is host-
ing a plant sale and the Sacramento Tree 
Foundation will be also be on hand.

The event is a fundraiser for the Si-
erra Curtis Neighborhood Associa-
tion and benefits the Sierra 2 Center 
and SCNA programs. 

Advance tickets are $20 ($15 for 
SCNA members) and will be avail-
able online March 1 and at Sierra 2 
Center, Haus, and Collected Works 
after March 28. On tour day, tick-
ets will be $25 ($20 for SCNA 
members). Call the Sierra 2 Center 
at (916) 452-3005 for updates, or 
www.Sierra2.org.

26th annual Curtis Park Home and Garden Tour is April 28

Photo courtesy
ENJOY A DAY of architectural detail, garden and 
lifestyle ideas at the 26th annual Curtis Park Home and 
Garden Tour on April 28.
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Call for a free consultation 
and no-obligation estimate

800-977-5323

*Discount not valid with any other offer. CA license 518784

No climbing. No cleaning. No danger. 
That’s Byers.

Water rolls in. Everything else rolls right off. 

Gua
ranteed Clog-Free

Learn more at ByersLeafGuard.com

 Guaranteed to NEVER clog 
for as long as you own your 
home, or we’ll clean your 
gutters for FREE.

 Keeps leaves, pine needles 
and debris out. Maintenance-
free – permanently!

 The only seamless, one-piece 
leaf protection gutter system.

 A patented system, not an 
add-on screen or cover.

 Heavy-duty, rustproof 
aluminum. 

 10 beautiful colors, 
plus 20 oz. copper.

Don’t risk your safety – 
Byers’ LeafGuard takes 
gutter cleaning off your 
list forever.

“He’s a smart 
young man!”

“Learned it all 
  from you, Dad...”

50% OFF
 INSTALLATION LABOR*

Expires 4/30/12
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By MARTY RELLES
East sacramento News columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

Growing up on Janey Way, we 
played sports almost daily.

In the spring, we played sand lot 
baseball. In the summer, we played 
basketball at St. Mary’s School, and 
in fall, we played football on the street 
in front of our house. Then, when we 
grew into the teen years, our interests 
began to expand.

In the early sixties, I watched the 
Winter Olympics and was taken by 
the skiers flying downhill at speeds ex-
ceeding 70 miles per hour.

I had to try that.
I told Dad that I wanted to learn how 

to ski, and sure enough on Christmas 
day, as if by magic, a pair of skis and 
poles appeared under the Christmas 
tree. Later the next week, Dad took 
me to buy ski boots.

I was ready to rumble.
Sadly, Dad had neither the time nor 

the money to take me skiing. I had to 
find a way to explore my passion.

It came to me in an instant.
My friend Dan Petrocchi went skiing 

regularly. So, I asked him to take me ski-
ing with him. Dan said, “Sure, Marty.”

A few weeks later, on a crisp, but 
sunny day, we set off for the slopes.

I rose early that morning, eager with 
anticipation, made a lunch, collect-
ed my gear and headed four houses 
down the street to Dan’s house. There, 
he fastened my skis onto his ski rack, 
placed my gear in the trunk and off 
we went.

Two hours later, we arrived at 
the Heavenly Valley Ski Resort in 
South Lake Tahoe. There, we ex-
ited the car, grabbed our gear and 
headed for the slope. After buying 
our ski passes, we went up the hill 
on a gondola. As we ascended the 
hill, I looked down at the face of the 
mountain below us.

It looked ominous.
I hoped we weren’t skiing there.
Up at the top, Dan checked our 

lunches and spare gear into a locker 
and off we went.

I had never skied before. Dan was 
an expert. He showed me the basics: 
how to stop, how to turn, and how to 
get back up when you fell. Then we 
headed off to the lift.

Dan, explained, “When the chair 
comes around, reach one arm back to 
catch it, then sit gently down.”

I followed his instructions and all 
went well.

At the top, as we hit the drop off 
point, he said, “Now stand up and ski 
down the little hill.”

Again, all went well.
Dan set off on an easy trail and I fol-

lowed him down the hill.
Wow, what a thrill.
We rode back up and came down 

again. On each run, he taught me a lit-
tle more.

Sometimes I fell, but I got right 
back up.

After lunch, Dan went off to ski the 
face of the mountain that looked so 
dangerous to me that morning. I con-
tinued skiing on the easier hills.

I had a blast.
At the end of the day, I went back 

to the lodge and sat down around 
a circular fireplace for a cup of hot 
chocolate. Dan came in a little later 
and joined me. He talked of skiing 
down the “face” and then through a 
steep shute called the “gun barrel.” 
Maybe someday I would ski those 
slopes.

We chattered all the way home 
about the fun we had that day, and 
I arrived home, tired and a little sun 
burned.

When he saw me, Dad smiled.
After that day, throughout my life, I 

skied whenever I could and always en-
joyed it. Once you have learned how 
to ski, you never forget.

This January, I turned 65 years of 
age. I no longer ski. Old football inju-
ries have made it difficult to do those 

sorts of things. Now I play golf and 
cycle on my sleek, black road bike.

But I have not forgotten my youth-
ful days of skiing. The shush of the 
skis on the slope, the wind in your 
face, and the quietness of the moun-
tain, form images which linger in my 
memory.

Now the days of skiing with my 
friend, Dan Petrocchi are another ex-
hilarating Janey Way memory.

Janey Way Memories: 

Skiing with Dan Petrocchi
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Choose from a Kitchenette, Studio, One-Bedroom or 
our spacious two-bath Deluxe One-Bedroom fl oor plan.

866-ESKATON  |  www.eskaton.org

ESKATON MONROE LODGE
3225 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento, CA 95818

916-441-1015

INDEPENDENT L IV ING WITH SERVICES

Carefree living.

Come in 

today for 

a tour and 

have lunch 

on us!

... in the Heart of Land Park

Features include:

Emergency pull cords
Staff on-site 24 hours a day
Easy freeway access
Beautiful party rooms and 
common lounges

Fully furnished guest rooms 
for visiting friends or relatives
Complimentary shuttle bus 
service and car service
Elegant dining room
Putting green and custom spa

Happy Tails ‘Cats and 
Cabernet’ adoption 
event a success
Photos by STEPHEN CROWLEY
East sacramento News photographer
stephen@valcomnews.com

Happy Tails Pet Sanctuary hosted a very success-
ful “Cats and Cabernet” pet adoption event at the 
Old Sugar Mill on March 17.

The nonprofit, no-kill animal rescue group is sup-
ported by volunteers from every neighborhood in 
the Sacramento area.

At the event, wine lovers seeking a new furry fam-
ily member were able to adopt cats and dogs while 
sampling a variety of wines. Multiple applications to 
adopt Happy Tails pooches were received, so hope-
fully these furry friends will find “fur-ever” homes.
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Friends of Jensen Botanical Garden

Spring Plant Sale
Saturday, April 7th

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Charles C. Jensen Botanical Garden
8520 Fair Oaks Boulevard

(between Marshall & Hollister)

Come early for the Best selection

For more information:
Beverly Scott (916) 338-2072

CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY
OF SACRAMENTO

25th YEAR OF BEAUTIFUL MUSIC!

Concerts 2012 
4/15, 5/5, 6/12

cmssacto.org 443-2908

CALL AND 
PLACE 

YOUR EVENT 
TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

Gourd Art Festival
21886 Knight Road

Knights Landing
May 19 & 20, 2012

Gourd Art + Live Demonstrations
FREE for the whole family

Pre-festival gourd art classes

(530) 735-6677
www.gourdfarmer.com

Info/Directions on Website

Health and Wellness Fair

FREE ADMISSION

•   Ask-a-Doctor: Talk with health 
     and medical  professionals 
•   Screenings: Blood Pressure, Hearing, BMI 
•   Bone Marrow Drive
•   Tai Chi / Chi Gung (Chinese Exercise)
•   Kid Zone, Prizes, Refreshments

Saturday, April 28 -10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Chinese Grace Bible Church

6656 Park Riviera Way  

www.chinesegracebiblechurch.org

Thursday, April 26 – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 22 – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Seating is limited to 30 attendees per seminar
Presenter: Josh Tuttle
General Manager
East Lawn Mortuary & 
Sierra Hills Memorial Park
Funeral Director Lic#3435

30-minute presentation 
followed by a question 
and answer period.

FREE LUNCHEON SEMINAR
“The Privilege of Planning”

St. Francis Community Hall
6700 Verner Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95841

(I-80 @ Greenback)

Reservations Required RSVP to Lisa West @ (916) 732-2020

A musical production with International guest quartets: 
Storm Front and Maxx Factor

The American River Chorus presents
“The Great American Songbook III”

June 9, 2012
 For tickets or information: (800) 385-3659

www.americanriverchorus.org

CALL AND 
PLACE 

YOUR EVENT 
TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

with special recognition for their lead-
ership to outgoing presidents, Kathi 
Omli and Ed Lambert.

Prior to the merger, the former la-
dies society had been meeting since its 
establishment on May 11, 1922.

A special recognition was also giv-
en to longtime member Paul Kiser for 
his “lifetime of tireless and caring sup-
port for the group.”

The aforementioned parade of the can-
tonal flags ceremoniously featured the 26 
regional “states” within Switzerland that 
constitute the federal government, in-
cluding Geneva, Zurich and Lucerne.

Blended cultures
Gudel described Switzerland’s unique 

mixture of German, French and Italian 
cultures as the “Swiss experience.”

And continuing, Gudel said, “This vari-
ety has endured into the adopted home of 
the Swiss immigrant here in America and 
found expression in our local organization.”

The local Helvetia Verein, which is among 
the nation’s oldest existing Helvetia Vereins, 
was established on March 13, 1892.

Founding fathers
The local club began through the efforts 

of Johann Schärer and Albert Bürgi from 
the canton of Aargau and Karl Schilter 
from the canton of Schwyz. These men 
worked together to solicit other Swiss na-
tives to form the organization, which, in 
part, cultivated friendship and preserved 
and promoted Swiss culture.

The Sacramento Helvetia Verein was of-
ficially established when 33 Swiss immi-
grants signed their names in an official club 
book at the Ebner Hotel at 116-118 K St.

The local Helvetia Verein, which was orig-
inally led by its president, Emil Schmid, held 
its first official meeting at Schmid’s Hall on 
7th Street, between K and L streets.

Purpose of the Verein
Shortly after its formation, the organiza-

tion created its constitution, which was first 
written in German. An English translation 
of the constitution was later written.

Article 2 of the club’s constitution pres-
ents the organization’s “Object of the Ver-
ein,” which reads: “To give all moral mate-
rial aid in its power to its active members 
and those dependent on them. To edu-
cate its active members socially, morally 
and intellectually. To provide relief and 
aid in sickness and at death.”

Active lives
Like the German organization, the 

Sacramento Turn Verein, which was 
organized in 1854 and has been meet-
ing in East Sacramento since 1926, 
the Sacramento Helvetia Verein once 
included a gymnastics section.

Other important parts of the orga-
nization during its earlier years were 
its rifle club and singing group.

And very early in the club’s history, 
dances and picnics became a tradition.

In its Jan. 1, 1898 edition, the Sacramento 
Record-Union reported about an early New 
Year’s Eve Helvetia Verein Ball, which was 
held at Smith’s Hall at 1115 7th St.

The brief article summarized the event, 
noting that “a pleasant evening was spent and 
all present thoroughly enjoyed themselves.”

Details regarding an early local Hel-
vetia Verein picnic were presented in 
the June 24, 1893 edition of the Record-

Union, which ran an advertisement with 
the heading, “Grand Picnic.”

Included in the advertisement were the 
following words: “Flag dedication and 
summer night festival by the Sacramen-
to Helvetia Swiss Verein, Sunday, June 
25, 1893, at Oak Park. Cash prizes for all 
games. Music by the First Artillery Band. 
Admission – Gents, 50 cents; ladies, free.”

Helvetia Park
In 1928, Albert Marty, Anton Petrig 

and John Waechter were appointed to 
a committee to locate a picnic site for 
the club to purchase.

A year later, a site was acquired on 
the Marty Brothers Ranch, which was 
located about six miles up the Sacra-
mento River. The area was dedicated 
as Helvetia Park.

The organization also became impor-
tant for families of deceased members 
who did not have sufficient funds for 
burials, as the Sacramento Helvetia Ver-
ein covered the costs for such burials.

Remembering the past
Ferdinand Morant, one of the longest 

term active members of the local Hel-
vetia Verein, having joined the club in 
1953, spoke briefly about the immigra-
tion of the Swiss in the 19th century.

“There were some Swiss here in the 
time of (Captain John) Sutter, but it 
wasn’t until the 1880s that very large 
numbers of Swiss immigrated to Ameri-
ca,” Morant said. “At the time, there was an 
overflow of farm workers with large fam-
ilies who could not obtain enough work. 
People wanted to come here because the 
opportunities were much greater.”

In a history of the Sacramento Hel-
vetia Verein’s first 50 years, which was 
written by the late Alfred R. Wacker-
li in 1992, Wackerli noted that 13,500 
Swiss immigrated to America in 1883.

In the same history, Wackerli add-
ed that many Swiss immigrated to the 
United States in 1885 and 1886 dur-
ing an industrial depression.

Wackerli also wrote that between 1860 
and 1890, California was the favorite des-
tination place of the Swiss, notably those 
from the Innerschweiz (Inner Switzer-
land) and the Italian canton of Ticino.

Proud heritage
Gudel said that the Sacramento Hel-

vetia Verein’s anniversary gathering was 
a fine tribute for such a historic local or-
ganization, and added that he was hon-
ored to play a role in this celebration.

“On behalf of the organization, I am 
proud to represent the Sacramento Hel-
vetia Verein and to celebrate our 120th 
anniversary,” Gudel said. “Within our or-
ganization are friends, family and col-
leagues of my parents and grandparents, 
who were immigrants from Switzer-
land in the early 1900s. I am often over-
whelmed with the touching remem-
brances of current members and the 
accomplishments of our forefathers dur-
ing the formative years of California’s his-
tory. I am not alone when I say that I am 
proud of my Swiss heritage and I enjoy 
sharing the culture with all.”

Anyone who is interested in exploring 
their Swiss roots or simply learning more 
about the Sacramento Helvetia Verein is 
invited to visit the club’s Web site at www.
sacramentoswiss.com.

Anniversary: Today’s Helvetia Verein members continue proud Swiss heritage
Continued from page 2
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Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

Sunshine Electrical

Security Lighting
Upgrades/Remodels/Repairs

Spa Electrical
FREE Estimates/Small jobs OK

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca License # 633853 (Liability Insured)

ELECTRICAL

Residential Specialist

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HAULING/SPRINKLER REPAIR
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 15 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

 SPRING CLEAN-UP SPECIALS !

CLEANING

FENCING

ADDITION SPECIALIST

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Call Eric (916) 470-3488

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement! 

Carpentry – Electrical
 Sprinklers – Plumbing  

Drains & Mainline
Quality work the fi rst time, Guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

GARDENING/LANDSCAPINGGLAZIER/GLASS WORK

DOOR INSTALLATION

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

ADDITIONS/REMODELS
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gary’s painting
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

painting

3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

East Sac Specialists
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

pLUMBing ContraCtor

rooFing tiLE WorK

WatErprooFing/MoistUrE ControLtrEE sErviCE

HEating & air ConDitioning

painting

painting

painting

your ad should be here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HEating & air ConDitioning

RooneY’s
Plumbing

FULL sErviCE pLUMBing

pLUMBing

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

painting

tELEpHonE soLUtions



�0 East sacramento News  •  April 5, 2012  •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

COMPUTERS
GOT COMPUTER PROBLEMS? 
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $45/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area,  travel charge will apply. Problem not 
fixed? No pay! Free estimates/consultation. Call 
cell# 296-7161

LandSCaPE MainTEnanCE
GaRdEninG SERviCES
River City Lawn & Garden Care :  main-
tenance rates s tar t  @ $70/month.  Resi -
dent ia l / indus t r ia l /commerc ia l /c lean-ups . 
Lawn aeration $50 (Max 5000 sq ft) FREE 
estimates – (916) 247-8952  Since 1971. 
rwest92924@aol.com

HandYMan
SPRinG PROPERTY CLEan-UP!
Rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod 
placement, rototilling, pressure washing/power 
spray, yard work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub 
removal, general labor, fence repair, odd jobs & 
more. References available. Licensed. Call Les 
at 838-1247.

HandYMan SERviCES
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call Steven 
at 230-2114.

#1 BOOkkEEPER
29 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. www.
taxirene.info

BOOkkEEPinG

List your items for sale 
in the classified ads

HaRdwOOd fLOORS
REfiniSH OR inSTaLL
I n s t a l l ,  s a n d  &  f i n i s h  h a r d w o o d 
f l o o r i n g  o r  r e f u r b i s h  y o u r  e x i s t i n g 
h a r d w o o d  f l o o r s .  C a l l  M i c h a e l  a t  
( 9 1 6 )  3 8 3 - 8 7 4 2 .  L i c # 5 4 4 1 5 9  R e f 
a v a i l a b l e

HELP wanTEd
dRivERS
Drivers:  Gross $4,100 month, 100% Paid 
Bene f i t s ,  ge t  pa id  week ly  &  take  t ruck 
h o m e !  C D L - A ,  2  y r s  O T R  E x p .  1 - 8 8 8 -
880-5921

LOCaL dRivERS nEEdEd
L o c a l  D r i v e r s  N e e d e d .  C o m p e t i t i v e 
P a y  a n d  B e n e f i t s .  C D L - A /  T &  X  &  T W I C 
C a r d .  F o r  i n f o r  g o  t o  W e b :  W i l l i a m -
s Ta n k L i n e s . c o m  8 0 0 - 8 7 7 - 0 2 1 3 .

Sell your car
in the classifieds!

Advertise in California Kids! 
Serving Greater Sacramento, 

For more information, 
call Jen at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community 
Newspapers, Inc.

Tax PREPaRER

#1 Tax PREPaRER
29 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business 
Tax returns including Corp & Partnerships. 
We prepare expertly all past tax returns
including all State returns. Get the most 
deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. 
today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada 
(775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. www.
taxirene.info

PET PORTRaiTS
ORiGinaL PET PORTRaiTS
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

By TONJA SWANK
special to Pocket News

The Sacramento Zoo is welcom-
ing its newest residents: a baby 
Coquerel’s Sifaka (CAHK-ker-
rells she-FAHK) and a baby Mon-
goose Lemur that was discovered 
the morning of Friday, March 30.

The sifaka was born on Feb. 4 
and weighed 115 grams, There are 
only eight AZA-accredited facili-
ties that house the fewer than 60 
endangered Coquerel’s Sifaka.

Seventeen AZA-accredited fa-
cilities house the fewer than 60 
endangered Mongoose Lemurs in 
the U.S.

To help preserve these vanishing 
species, the Sacramento Zoo takes 
part in the Species Survival Plans 
(SSP) initiated by the Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), 
to cooperatively manage specific, 
and typically threatened or endan-
gered species, populations in ac-
credited institutions.

“Both births are significant at 
the Sacramento Zoo and to lemur 
populations” said Harrison Edell, 
general curator. There are between 
1,000 and 10,000 Mongoose Le-
murs left and potentially less than 
10,000 Coquerel’s Sifaka living in 
the wild.

Knowing that both lemurs were 
going to be first time moms and 
that their due dates were near-
ing, staff had been keeping an eye 
out for any significant changes in 
the mothers’ behavior. The sifaka 
mother and baby are bonding in 
their habitat across from the Con-
servation Carousel and the Mon-
goose Lemur baby can be seen on 
exhibit with its mother and fa-
ther.

Both Coquerel’s Sifaka and 
Mongoose Lemurs are native only 
to the island of Madagascar off the 
southeastern coast of Africa, al-
though the Mongoose Lemur was 
introduced to the Comoro Islands 
of Moheli and Anjouan roughly 
200 years ago.

Newborn sifaka ride on their 
mother’s belly for the first month, 
then graduate to riding on her 
back. By two months of age, they 
have learned the basics of leaping. 
By about six months of age, they 
claim the treetops as their own. 
Young reach adult size at one 
year. Coquerel’s Sifaka are among 
the most endangered of the sifaka 
species – habitat loss due to de-
forestation is the leading threat. 
They have a unique brown and 
white coloration, and are distin-
guished from other lemurs by the 
way they move. They maintain a 

very upright posture. Using only 
their back legs, they leap through 
the treetops, easily leaping more 
than 20 feet in a single bound. On 
the ground they spring sideways 
off  their back feet to cover dis-
tance.

All Mongoose Lemur infants are 
born with female coloration and; 
males, change coloration with-
in six to eight months. The in-
fant is carried around the mother’s 
waist and is weaned between five 
and seven months. Mongoose Le-
murs tend to live in small groups 
of three to four consisting of a ma-
ture pair and their immature off-
spring.

The Ankarafantsika Reserve is 
the only protected area in Mada-
gascar for the Mongoose Lemur. It 
is under heavy pressure due to for-
est clearance for pasture, charcoal 
production and croplands.

‘Year of the Lemur’ at the Sacramento Zoo

Photo courtesy, Sacramento Zoo
CARED FOR AT THE ZOO. This baby Coquerel’s Sifaka was born at the Sacramento Zoo on Feb. 4. Just 
eight American Zoological Association facilities house 60 of these endangered animals in captivity.

Photo courtesy, Sacramento Zoo
MONGOOSE LEMUR MAMA AND BABY. This 
baby mongoose (baby in bottom right corner of 
photo) was born Friday, March 30.

Photo courtesy, Sacramento Zoo
SIFAKA MOM. This Coquerel’s Sifaka at the Sacra-
mento Zoo will carry her baby on her back for the 
next few months. Then the baby will graduate to 
treetops at the age of six months.
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Visit saclibrary.org to see all of the Día events.

Sacramento Public Library

Sunday, April 29, 2 pm

Sing, dance, 
clap and 
laugh together 
at this musical 
experience 
filled with fun 
for the entire 
family.

Tsakopoulos Library Galleria

Central Library
828 I Street, Sacramento

April 11 through May 5, 2012

Sacramento Public Library presents

Día de los niños/Día de los libros
A multicultural celebration of kids, 

books and the gift of reading.

For more Calendar entries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: susan@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

April

Bilingual Toastmasters
April 5, 12, 19,26: Una oportunidad unica 
para mejorar sus habilidades bilingues y su-
perar el temor de hablar delante de gente con 
nuestro club Los Oradores Toastmasters. Im-
prove your language skills and lose fear of 
speaking in front of people in Spanish and 
English with Los Oradores. Every Thursday/
Cada Jueves 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm Sutter Can-
cer Center 2800 L Street, Sac. Teri Bulling-
ton (916) 723-6232 teri.bullington@gmail.
com,www.sacramentotoastmasters.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bingo!
April 5, 12, 19,26: Enjoy a great local char-
ity game of bingo every Thurs. night at 
6:30 p.m. Benefits projects in the commu-
nity. Early bird for $5, Regular game buy-
in of $20. Elks Lodge No. 6, 6446 Riverside 
Blvd., Sac. (916) 422-6666
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Florin Sears Store Farmer’s Market
April 5, 12, 19,26: Florin Sears Store 
Farmer’s Market. Every Thursday, year 
round. 8 a.m.–noon. Florin Rd. & 65th St., 
Sac. www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
April 5, 12, 19,26: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle with obesity, food obsession or 
eating disorders. Meets Thursdays. 9 a.m. 
St. Andrews United Methodist Church, 
6201 Spruce Ave., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Living Positive with Chronic 

Disease group
April 5, 12, 19,26: Meet-up group for peo-
ple living with chronic disease who hon-
or how important a positive mindset is. If 
you want to complain – this isn’t the group 
for you. The group will discuss and support: 
best practices for managing your condition, 
communication strategies, ways to laugh, 

have fun, engage with life and more. Free. 
Meets Thursdays. 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. Star-
bucks, 1401 Alhambra Blvd., Sac. Danea 
Horn (503) 319-4247
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
April 5, 12, 19,26: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international topics. 
Visitors welcome. 7:30 a.m., every Thurs. 
Aviators Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., 
Sac. Kelly Byam (916) 684-6854.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Downtown Plaza 

Farmer’s Market
April 5, 12, 19,26: Sacramento Downtown 
Plaza Farmer’s Market. Every Thursday, 
May–Sept. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 4th & K streets, 
Sac. www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sutterville Heights Optimist Club
April 5, 12, 19,26: Come enjoy community 
speakers and community projects for youth. 
12 noon., every Thurs. Golden Corrall, 
7700 W. Stockton Blvd., Sac. Charlie (916) 
427-7136 or Mary-Jo at (916) 691-3059
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Ballroom Dances
April 6, 10, 13, 17, 20, 24, 27: Enjoy dancing to 
a live band every Tuesday and Friday. 1:15 p.m.–
3:45 p.m. $5/person. Mission Oaks Community 
Center, 4701 Gibbons Dr., Carmichael
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Best Friend Fridays
April 6, 13, 20, 27: Enjoy a fun, no-pressure, 
no-risk networking environment that ben-
efits the local community non-profits. Hors 
d’oeuvres, wine & beer, games, raffle drawings, 
door prizes. Bring your best friend and make 
new ones. $5 admission. Each Friday is host-
ed by a different non-profit group with all pro-
ceeds from the raffle donated. Garden Room 
and Courtyard, Sierra 2 Center, 2791 24th St., 
Sac. (916) 452-3005 www.sierra2.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Kiwanis Club of East Sacramen-

to–Midtown
April 6, 13, 20, 27:  Come listen to 
an interesting guest speaker weekly ; 
community service, serving the chil-

dren of  the world. Visitors welcome, 
first breakfast “on us.” 7 a .m.–8 a .m. 
Fridays. 2875 50th St., UC Davis 
Med. Ctr., Sac. (916) 761-2124 www.
eastsacmidtownkiwanis.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Point West
April 6, 13, 20, 27: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international top-
ics. Visitors welcome. 7 a.m., every Fri. Dou-
bleTree Hotel, 2001 Point West Way., Sac. 
www.pointwestrotary.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimists of Sacramento
April 6, 13, 20, 27: Soroptimist Inter-
national of Sacramento South, a service 
club for business and professional wom-
en, meets Fridays. 11:15 a.m.–12:45 
p.m. Casa Garden Restaurant, 2760 
Sutterville Rd., Sac. Barbara McDonald, 
(916) 363-6927
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

2012 Arden Easter Egg-Strava-

ganza
April 7: Community Easter celebration 
in Arden Park. Pancake breakfast 8 a.m.–
11 a.m. ($5 per person); Carnival Games 8 
a.m.–10 a.m.; Egg Hunt $3/person, 10:30 
a.m. There is a special egg in each age divi-
sion. Find the special egg and win a prize. 
The plastic eggs filled with candy are yours 
to keep. 1000 La Sierra Dr., Sacramento. 
(916) 483-6069 www.aprpd.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Boss Kidz Community Easter Egg 

Hunt
April 7: Bayside Church of South Sacra-
mento is sponsoring this community Eas-
ter Egg Hunt. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Valley Hi 
Park, 8185 Center Parkway, South Sacra-
mento. (916) 715-7716.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Country Club Plaza Farmer’s 

Market
April 7, 14, 21, 28: Country Club Pla-
za Farmer’s Market. Every Saturday, year 
round. 8 a.m.–noon. Watt & El Camino, 
Butano Dr. parking lot, Sac. www.california-
grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

3rd annual Easter Egg Hunt for 

Dogs
April 7: Bring your furry friend to join 
Wag Hotel for their 3rd annual Eas-
ter Egg Hunt for Dogs. The dogs will 
be able to hunt and sniff out over 1000 
eggs filled with delectable treats. Hid-
den among the eggs will be five special 
eggs containing the word “Winner” that 
can be redeemed for prizes including a 
five day pass of All Day Play at Wag Ho-
tels. Enjoy finger foods and photo op-
portunities with the Easter Bunny. Ex-
citing doggy prizes will be raffled. Easter 
attire is encouraged for pets! A portion 
of the proceeds to benefit Nor Cal Boxer 
Rescue. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. $10 donation 
per family. McKinley Park, 601 Alham-
bra Boulevard, East Sacramento. To pur-
chase tickets, visit http://tinyurl.com/
egghunt4dogs. (916) 373-0300
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Easter Egg Hunt & Pancake 

Breakfast
April 7: Hop on over for a HUGE egg 
hunt, pancake breakfast, fun crafts and a 
surprise guest! Don’t miss this EGG-CEL-
LENT event. Breakfast is from 7 a.m. to 11 
a.m. Adults $5, children 12 and under $3. 
Egg hunt is at 10 a.m. (arrive 30 min. early). 
Bring your own basket, ages eight years old 
and under, free. Egg hunt starts at 10 a.m. 
for all age groups. Carmichael Park, 5750 
Grant Ave., Carmichael. (916) 485-5322 
www.carmichaelpark.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fairytale Town Spring Eggstrava-

ganza
April 7, April 8: Hop on down the bun-
ny trail with Peter Cottontail at Fairytale 
Town’s annual Spring Eggstravaganza. 
Egg hunts, puppet shows, art activities, 
photos with the Big Bun himself (photos 
cost extra). 11 a.m.–3 p.m. Egg Hunts 
will be held promptly at 12 noon, 1 p.m. 
and 2 p.m. each day. Bring a basket for 
collecting eggs. The Egg Hunts are sep-
arated by age groups, 3 and under, 4-6, 
and 7-12. Admission: $4.50/person, ages 
2 and up. Kids 1 and under free. Pup-
pet Art Theater will perform Bunny Boot 
Camp in the Children’s Theater. Pup-
pet show tickets are $2 ($1 for members). 
Show times are 12:30 p.m. 1:30 p.m. and 
2:30 p.m. 3901 Land Park Dr., Sac. (916) 
808-7462 www.fairytaletown.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
April 7, 14, 21, 28: 12-Step group for 
those who struggle with obesity, food ob-
session or eating disorders. Meets Sat-
urdays. 8 a.m. Mercy General Hospital 
North Auditorium, 4001 J St., Sac. (800) 
600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Granite Regional Park Easter Egg Hunt
Apri l  7 :  Egg  hunt  sponsored  by 
the  Stone  Cold  Riderz . 11  a .m. 
to  5  p.m. Granite  Reg ional  Park , 
8200 R amona Avenue, Sacramento. 
(916)  519-1091
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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By BILL CONDRAY
East sacramento News writer  
bill@valcomnews.com

The annual Cub Scout 
Pinewood Derby Champi-
onship was held by the Boy 
Scouts Pony Express Dis-
trict on March 23 with the 
courtesy of Maita Nissan 
on Auburn Blvd. in Sacra-
mento.

The Pinewood Derby is 
a “rite of passage” for gen-
erations of Scouts. Many a 
family has fond memories 
of all the work that goes 
into building a Pinewood 
Derby model race car…
and of the excitement of 
Race Day. The first Pine-
wood Derby was held in 
1953.

Kit cars
The cars were built from 

a kit, each having an exact 
size block of pine to work 
from. Wheels and axles 
were included. The boys 
chose the design of their 
cars. Fathers and father 
figures were able to help 
in carving and shaping the 
car. The maximum weight 

Faces and places

Boy Scouts Pony Express District holds Annual 
Championship Cub Scout Pinewood Derby

for a completed car is five 
ounces.

Fast cars
The cars are raced down 

a four-lane track, 40 feet in 
length which is inclined at 
the start. The cars start the 
timing by breaking a laser 
beam at the beginning of 
the track and each lane has 
a stop that the car goes over 
to stop the timer. The cars 
travel the 40 feet of track 
in a little more than two 
seconds, which translates 
to a “scale speed” in excess 
of 200 miles per hour.

All entered cars ran four 
heats, one in each lane. The 
mix of cars in each heat run 
was picked at random by a 
computer, so the cars didn’t 
run against the same ones 
each time. Each car ran 
once in each lane, so there 
was no lane competition 
and the slowest time on 
each car was dropped from 
the competition. That way, 
each car’s three best times 
were used in the competi-
tion. Sometimes, there was 
only a hundredth of a sec-

ond between first and sec-
ond place in a heat.

Concours d’Elegance
The cars were also judged 

for appearance. Some were 
quite unique. Styles in-
cluded a “free style” car 
called “Angry Birds,” an 
Indy Car and a CHP car 
with wig wag headlights 
and red and blue roof 
lights. There was also a 
“Pocket Knife” car and 
many other designs.

Participating packs were 
as follows from each com-
munity.

Carmichael: Packs 225, 
737, 613, 376, 335, 802 
and 204.
Citrus Heights: Packs 635, 
537 and 212
Sacramento: Packs 219, 
319 and 320
Fair Oaks: Packs 215 and 
355
Orangevale: Pack 310
The winners in the show 
judging were:
1st place #22, Collin Crane, 
“Angry Birds” Car
2nd place #39, Nicholas 
Lyans, CHP Car
3rd place #36 Christian 
Garrard, “Pocket Knife” 
Car
The winners in the speed 
division were:
1st place #40 Nolan Mac-
Farlane
2nd place #57 Kellen McK-
inney
3rd place #41 Zach Com-
mens
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Faces and places

Green growers
Photos by STEPHEN CROWLEY
East sacramento News photographer
stephen@valcomnews.com

Great deluges of rain couldn’t keep members of the Sacra-
mento Perennial Plant Club from holding their plant sale at 
McKinley Park on March 31. Rain makes green things grow, 
after all. East Sacramento gardeners came by to select new fa-
vorites for their yards.



WHAT A CHARMER!
Fantastic 2 bedroom Mckinley Park home with a ton of 
charm. This turn-key home is ready for you, includes 
hardwood floors, vintage living room fireplace, newer 
window, central heat and air conditioning; and a remodeled 
kitchen and bathroom. Great East Sacramento location See: 
3272cstreet.ePropTour.com $307,500 

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

2401 American River Drive, Suite 150 | 484-2030 
www.dunniganrealtors.com | 4215 Freeport Blvd. | 916.454.5753 

FABULOUS EAST SAC
Fun urban living in this fabulous home! 2 bedroom 2 bath featur-
ing modern conveniences and charm; and a “wow factor” remod-
eled kitchen. A fun open design with  formal living or dining room 
with cozy fireplace; and a bonus family room or convert to a 3rd 
bedroom.  Enjoy barbequing in the tropical-landscaped back yard. 
See: 151255thstreet.ePropTour.com $315,000

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

CHARMING SAN MIGUEL
Fantastic home on a very charming street in East Sacramento.  
This spacious 2 bedroom has an updated kitchen, dual pane 
windows, vintage hardwood floors, living room fireplace, a 
charming bathroom, and plenty of storage. All of this on a 
very large lot with room to add-on if needed. A must see: 
224sanmiguelway.ePropTours.com $339,900  

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

FANTASTIC EAST SACRAMENTO
2 bedroom 1 bath East Sacramento home that includes a 1 
bedroom guest quarters.  Completely remodeled home with 
virtually two separate living spaces on one lot. Gourmet kitch-
ens and remodeled bathrooms are just part of this very unique 
property. See: 3325nstreet.ePropTour.com $399,000 

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

RIVER PARK VALUE
Fantastic 2 bedroom 1 bath River Park remodel with a very large 
lot. This spacious floor plan includes hardwood floors, remodeled 
gourmet kitchen with custom cabinets and a completely remodeled 
bathroom, central heat & air - Large patio that is great for entertain-
ing. See: 632DittmarWay.IsNowForSale.com $250,000
TIM COLLOM 247-8048 • LIBBY NEIL 539-5881

REMODELED COMFORT
Beautifully updated bungalow in awesome, centrally located 
neighborhood. Fully remodeled kitchen & bath, wood burning 
fireplace in living room. Many upgrades done in 2009: includ-
ing fencing, floors, light fixtures, laundry room, paint, and 
hardware. See: 197336thstreet.ePropTour.com $229,000  

ALLISON COUCHMAN 248-1060

DELIGHTFUL RIVER PARK
Great location within neighborhood 3 bedrooms 1½ baths. 
Fresh exterior paint, beautiful hardwood floors, inside laun-
dry. Master bedroom has slider to backyard & pool. Updated 
kitchen w/newer appliances. Original bathroom tile that is in 
excellent condition! See: 5334 Spilman Av $375,000
LEIGH RUTLEDGE 612-6911 • BILL HAMBRICK 600-6528

CLASSIC BRICK
3Bd 2Bd Mediterranean brick beauty on one of East Sacra-
mento's most wonderful streets. Large formal rooms with 
beautiful arched leaded windows. Large updated kitchen 
with spacious eating and family room. See: 84242ndstreet.
ePropTour.com $625,000  

PAM VANDERFORD 799-7234

 SPANISH MEDITERRANEAN
Amazing 4 bedroom 3 bath in East Sacramento! Completely 
remodeled within the last few years. Four very large bedrooms, 
a gourmet kitchen, top of the line fixtures, laundry upstairs & 
downstairs and a phenomenal master suite are all included. See 
www.172141ststreet.epropertysites.com $580,000
TIM COLLOM 247-8048 • LIBBY NEIL 539-5881        

PENDING!

PENDING!

PENDING!

PENDING!


