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“Beautiful … 
a nimble mastery.”

— Chicago Tribune

“Dazzling ... 
brilliant choreography.”

— Broadway World

ExpEriEncE thE world’s prEmiEr
classical chinEsE dancE company

888-633-6999    ShenYun.com/CA

JAnuArY 14-15
SACrAmento

CommunitY Center theAter

   Presented by:  San Francisco Falun Buddha Study Association                     

Reviving Five Thousand 
Years oF CivilizaTion

Tickets

SHEN YUN 2014 WORLD TOUR
WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

Exquisite, handcrafted costumes 
--all matched to animated, digital 
backdrops.

Classical Chinese dance — one of 
the most expressive art forms in the 
world...

All-original music performed by an 
orchestra --combining Western and 
Chinese instruments

ONE TEAM, ONE CHOICE
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UC Davis brings together the best minds in medicine, backed by the expertise of an 

entire university, to advance health in everything from childhood diseases to cancer. 

But good health starts with great primary care. And because we accept most major 

health insurance plans, choosing UC Davis for your primary care is easier than you 

might think.

When it comes to your health care, the one you choose, the one you trust and the 

one you see makes all the difference.

There’s only one UC Davis. Find your team at medicalcenter.ucdavis.edu

Copyright © UC Regents, Davis campus, 2013. All Rights Reserved.

Your choice for  better  health

fully remodeled plantation 
home that was at one time 
a duplex.

The home tour begins on 
38th Street between M and 
Stockton Streets and winds 
its way through East Sac-
ramento, ending on 47th 
Street. You may start at ei-
ther end for an enjoyable, 
self-guided walking tour, 
which takes approximately 
two hours to complete.

When you complete the 
home tour, don’t miss the 
boutique and cafe located at 
Sacred Heart Parish School. 
Delicious food, lovely gifts 
and holiday decorations are 
available for purchase.

You may use your ticket 
for a one-time admittance 
to each house any time dur-
ing the home tour weekend. 
Tickets are $25 in advance 
and $30 the day of the event. 
Children over the age of one 
must have a ticket. Advance 
tickets can be purchased on-
line or at a number of fine 
local retailers until Dec. 5. 
The Holiday Home Tour 
is a fundraiser that benefits 
Sacred Heart Parish School, 
and is organized by the par-
ents of Sacred Heart School. 
On home tour days, tickets 
can be purchased at Sacred 
Heart School, 856 39th St. 
Cash or checks are accepted. 
They may also be purchased 
on the tour at the house lo-
cated on 45th Street. 

Tickets are available at the 
following retailers and at the 
Sacred Heart School office 
456-1576: 

Collected Works, 4524 
Freeport Blvd., 737-8188

Pottery World, 4419 Gran-
ite Dr, Rocklin, 624-8080

Hoshall’s Salon & Spa, 
6608 Folsom-Auburn Blvd. 
No. 4 , 987-1995

Haus Home Decor and 
Specialty Gift, 5601 H St., 
448-4100 

East Sacramento Hard-
ware, 4800 Folsom Blvd., 457-
7558, accepts credit cards

Calico Corner, 5255 Sun-
rise Blvd., Fair Oaks, 962-
0281 

Beyond the Garden Gate, 
1015 Olive Drive, Davis, 530-
756-6698 

Talini’s Garden Center & 
Nursery, 5601 Folsom Blvd., 
Sacramento, 451-8150 

Emigh Hardware, 3555 El 
Camino Ave., 482-1900 

Emigh Casual Living, 3535 
El Camino Ave., 486-9500 

Pink House, 1462 33rd St., 
737-7465 

Pottery World, 1006 White 
Rock Rd, El Dorado Hills, 
358-8788 

Summer Porch, 3254 J St., 
444-2900 

For general questions, please 
email us at  shhometour@gmail.
com

If you go: 
What: 40th Sacred Heart 
Holiday Home Tour
When: Friday, Dec. 6 from 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 7 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Sun-
day, Dec. 8 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Homes through out the 
Fabulous Forties neighborhood
Cost: Tickets are $25 in ad-
vance and $30 the day of the 
event. Buy online at www.sa-
credhearthometour.com or at 
local shops. (See list above.)

One of Northern California’s most loved 
holiday home tours returns this Decem-
ber with five elegantly decorated homes in 
East Sacramento’s historic Fabulous Forties 
neighborhood.

For 40 years, this popular tour has grown 
to include nearly 5,000 patrons from 
throughout northern and central Califor-

nia. The homes showcase elaborate reno-
vation while preserving historic detail, cus-
tom interior design and creative holiday 
decor that is sure to ignite the spirit of the 
season. Homes on the tour this year range 
in style from a stately Tudor to a beauti-

Tickets now on sale for the 40th 
Sacred Heart Holiday Home Tour

See Home Show, page 3

Home Show:
Continued from page 2
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The River City Quilters’ Guild is 
hosting their annual quilt show at the 
Scottish Rite Temple, 6151 H Street, 
Sacramento on Nov. 15 through Nov. 
17.  Times are Friday from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.  Admission is $7 per day.  Chil-
dren under the age of 12 are free if 
accompanied by an adult.  The annu-
al show offers quilters the opportu-
nity to display their work to the pub-
lic and gives the community a chance 
to see the new and exciting directions 
quilt making is taking, as new tech-
niques, fabric and materials become 
available in the marketplace and are 
used in quilts.

The show will feature hundreds 
of beautiful quilts, including tradi-
tional, contemporary, and art quilts 
and wearable art made by textile 
artists.  Judging is conducted by the 
Elimination Method, with awards 
given in each category at the sole 
discretion of the judges who may 

select first, second, third and honor-
able mentions. Show attendees cast 
their votes in choosing the Viewer’s 
Choice (Harriett Merriam Award). 
Other activities include vendors, 
country store with handcrafted 
gifts, prizes, demonstrations, silent 
auction and a longarm exhibit. Fea-
tured artist this year is Kitty Oliver, 
an award winning quilter and pro-
fessional quilt judge.  Aside from 
teaching quilting classes and giving 
lectures about quilting, Kitty creat-
ed the California Sesquicentenni-
al Children’s Quilt Program.  This 
program brought information on 
quilting and California history to 
thousands of school children. 

A highlight of the show is the an-
nual Opportunity Quilt, which is 
a fundraiser for the Guild.  This 
year’s quilt is adapted from Jen-
nifer Chiaverinis’, Carolines’ Wed-
ding Quilt. The quilt was made by 
25 different applique artists, piec-
ing by Jacques Tucker, Jonell Cart-

er, Sandy Damas and Patti Abdo. 
Satin stitching was done by Jonell 
Carter and label cover by Nancy 
Causey. Binding was done by Nan-
cy MacDonald and Helen Pow-
ell and machine quilting by Deb-
bie Joyner. Parking for the show is 
free and lunch is available on site 
by Ambrosia Café & Catering. 

Proceeds from this event will 
support the activities of the Guild 
which include promoting quilting 
and the use of textiles, within the 
Guild itself and with the commu-
nity at large. The Guild contrib-
utes to the knowledge of quilting 
techniques, patterns, history, and 
quilt making by providing edu-
cational meetings, fun, and fel-
lowship. Community service ac-
tivities include the making of 
hundreds of quilts for pediatric 
patients in area hospitals, flannel 
“lovies” for Sacramento Coun-
ty Sheriff Chaplaincy, drawstring 
travel bags for children at the 

Children’s Receiving Home, pro-
viding a scholarship at CSU Sac-
ramento for an aspiring quilter 
and participating in other chari-
table quilt auctions.  

For more information about Riv-
er City Quilters’ Guild and the 2013 
quilt show visit the Guild website at 
www.rivercityquilters.org.

River City Quilters’ Guild 2013 Quilt Show

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

Photo courtesy
The River City Quilters’ Guild is hosting their 
annual quilt show at the Scottish Rite Temple, 
6151 H St., Sacramento on Nov. 15 through Nov. 
17. This is one of the quilts that will be on display.

By MartIn relles
martin@valcomnews.com 

Next Monday, we celebrate Veter-
an’s Day, a time to honor the sacrifices 
made by our military, past and pres-
ent.  Being a veteran myself, I have a 
lot to reflect upon.

Back in the1960s, living at home 
on Janey Way and attending Sac-
ramento High School, the idea of 
serving in the military could not 
have been farther from my mind.  I 
played on the Junior Varsity foot-
ball team, studied a little and had a 
pretty normal life.  Then, when the 
Viet Nam War heated up in 1964, 
things changed in ways, I could 
never have imagined.

When I graduated from high school 
that year, my good friend, Mike Gil-
son joined the U.S. Marines.  His 
family had a long history of military 
service and he wanted to do his part.  
He headed off to train at Camp Pend-
leton that summer.  Other friends 
like Tom Watson joined up too, and 
I wondered what would become of 
them.  I found out all too soon.

Mike returned home on leave in 
the spring of 1965 and we had a great 
time, swimming at the American Riv-
er, hanging out on Janey Way and just 
goofing off.  Then, he headed off for 
a tour of duty in Viet Nam.  I nev-
er saw him again.  Eleven months lat-
er, he lost his life in a firefight and the 
news struck our neighborhood like a 
bomb.  People were shaken.  Mike was 
only 20 years old.

My friend, Albert Wilson and I at-
tended Mike’s funeral. I remember a 
Marine captain giving a carefully fold-
ed U.S. flag to Mike’s grieving moth-
er, and I realized I would never see my 
friend again.

Soon, Jim Ducray, Dick Kinzel, 
Dan Rosenblatt, Roger Thomsen, my 
brother Terry and I followed our lost 
friend into the military, but fortunately 
we all returned safely.  We had served 
our country honorably and ultimate-
ly went on to live normal lives.  Mike 
Gilson was not so lucky, he made the 
ultimate sacrifice.

A few years back I had the privilege 
of meeting Mike’s nephew, also named 
Michael.  He serves as a Jesuit priest 
here in the Sacramento area.  Father 
Mike had read some of the Janey Way 
stories and wanted to meet me.  At 
that meeting, he shared the story of 
how he got his name.

Apparently, while Mike was in 
Viet Nam, he made the following 
request to his brother Carl, Father 

Mike’s dad:  “If you have a boy, name 
him Michael.” 

In honor of his fallen brother, 
Carl did indeed name his son Mi-
chael.  I personally am happy that 
the good father shares the name of 
my departed fiend.

Next Monday, as you enjoy your 
day off, think of Mike and all the oth-
er veterans who have given so much to 
keep us all safe and free.

Janey Way Memories: 

Our Veterans Remembered
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Save up to 80%
with LED lighting.
Looking for bright ideas on how to save energy and money? Try light emitting 
diodes (LEDs). Used everywhere from outdoor lighting to reading lamps, they 
use up to 80 percent less energy and last up to 35 times longer than incandes-
cent bulbs. You can find a wide variety of LEDs at local retailers with SMUD 
discounts that make your savings go even further.

Let’s power more efficient 
lighting at smud.org/rebates

Powering forward.
Together.
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By GreG BrOWn
greg@valcomnews.com

East Sacramento resident Todd 
Maroldo is the man behind the 
Slamson costume. He’s been enter-
taining the crowds at Sacramento 
Kings games with his high-energy 
antics for over 10 years. This will 
be his 11th season as Slamson The 
Lion. He ferociously slam dunks 
from a trampoline. He enthusiasti-
cally high fives the young and old. 
Slamson can also be seen roller blad-
ing all over the court and zig zag-
ging in and out of the aisles at the 
Sleep Train Arena. Todd Marol-
do started out as the Virginia Tech 
Hokiebird and eventually went pro 
with the Carolina Panthers as their 
mascot for six years. You’d think be-
ing a team mascot is all fun and 
games but for Todd it’s serious busi-
ness. I caught up with Todd at the 
Sleep Train Arena where there was 
lots of activity as the arena was be-
ing prepared for opening night. Af-

ter a busy morning visiting children 
at a local hospital Todd was nice 
enough to do a little Q And A ses-
sion with me .We ducked into a side 
room where he took off the Slam-
son head and introduced himself as 
Todd Maroldo. 

Q. What made you decide 
to get into mascoting? 

a. My parents put me into 
every sport known to man 
growing up. I kinda had ADD. 
I was good at everything. I ac-
tually saw the mascot at my 
college and thought it was re-
ally funny and I wanted to get 
involved. I auditioned in col-
lege and got the gig as the Vir-
ginia Tech Hokiebird. I did 
well in a competition when I 
graduated and I had pro teams 
calling me to audition.

Q. What do you like about 
being slamson? 

a. I think everyday is com-
pletely different and I think you 
truly make a difference in the 
people’s outlook of their day. 
I just got back from a hospital 
visit in the pediatrics unit and 
those are the hardest appearanc-
es but you know you’re chang-
ing somebody’s outlook on their 
day. I think that’s the thing that 
makes the difference. Whether 
it’s at a game where you’re get-

ting people amped up or you’re 
doing a wedding. You’re kind of 
in the “happy business“. It’s the 
most gratifying job I can think 
of where you’re giving back in a 
unique manner. 

Q. What did you think last 
year? Were the Kings leaving 
town? Where they staying? 

a. I really don’t know how to 
answer that. We’re going, we’re 
staying. We’re going, we’re staying. 
We were just so numb to it be-
cause for the past three years there 
were so many changes. We heard 
about all this two years ago so I 
was to the point last year think-
ing to myself, Whatever happens 
happens. I gave it my all. 

Q. I see you on the court going 
full bore and all out. Have you 
received any injuries?

a. My knees. My left shoul-
der, I can’t do what I used to do. 
I’ve knocked myself out a couple 
times. I’ve passed out in costumes 
because of the heat in Carolina. 
Yeah, I’ve woken up in ambulanc-
es. I knocked myself out about 
eight years ago doing a stunt that 
I’m going to try and do this year. 

Q. Do you have a workout 
regime? 

a. I worked out this morning. 
I do two days of yoga and three 

days of weights and two days of 
cardio. I don’t work out on game 
days. I used to and then what 
would happen is I’d show up in 
game day and be spent. 

Q. How many slamson 
costumes do you have? 

a. I have about five cos-
tumes, but only two if them are 
wearable. The heads are cus-
tom made to my face so when 
you put them on I can see ev-
erything great. It’s about $6,000 
per costume. $4,000 just for the 
head. This is custom fit to my 
head. This is really cool, they lay 
you down on a table and pour 
Vaseline on your face and then 
they pour this dental mold-
ing on your face and you breath 
through three straws for 45 min-
utes while it sets. Then they rip 
of off and make the latex mold. 

Q. How much is your dry-
cleaning bill? 

a. I actually wash the cos-
tume myself. I throw it in the 

washer and then I have an as-
sistant who combs it out. 

Q. Oh slamson has an 
assistant?

a. I do, but he’s not here to-
day. He goes with me on all 
my appearances and events. 
I do about 200 events a year 
besides the games. 

Q. What kind of events do 
you do? 

a. You know everything. I did 
a couple of weddings this sum-
mer. I do bar mitzvahs. Birth-
day parties. Company events. 

Q. What do you do at 
weddings? are you marrying 
the bride and groom?

a. Haha. No. A lot of times 
they want me to break the ice 
on the dance floor. I’ll kick off 
the dance. I had a couple who’s 
first date was at a Kings game 
and they thought it was suit-

able for me to attend. You’d be 
amazed at the requests we get. 

Q. since he’s not married 
I asked if he ever uses the 
slamson thing with the ladies. 
“Hey, I’m slamson how you 
doing? ” as a pick-up line. 

a. You know I keep pretty pri-
vate but I’m dating a girl now 
who I told up front but I’m usual-
ly slow to tell people. In this small 
community people find out be-
lieve it or not. But in my off time 
I don’t like crowds and I don’t like 
waiting in line. It’s weird. 

A magician will never give his 
secrets away. There’s a code in 
the mascot world we don’t talk. 
We don’t tell people what we 
do. And I try not to take pic-
tures with tobacco or alcohol 
products. And the fourth thing 
is kids under 2 I try not to pick 
up. Those are my rules. But I 
really don’t tell people what I 
do. If I’m in Sacramento I usu-
ally tell people I’m an accoun-
tant. If I’m outside of Sacra-
mento I’ll tell people what I do 
because if I’m flying I won’t see 
them again and I don’t mind. 

Q. Do you have a favorite mascot? 
a. I grew up watching the 

Phillie Fanatic. That guy is an 
icon. I actually did a marketing 
study on him in college and how 
well that team markets him. 
They do a phenomenal job. So 
that was my inspiration. 

Q. What do you like about 
sacramento?

a. There’s so much about it I 
like. The first thing that comes 
to mind on that is the fans. Of 
all the places I’ve traveled I’ve 
never been to a fan base where 
the team might not have been 
the best every year, but their fan 
base is loyal. We sold out 19 of 
the past 27 years. The fans are 
unreal. I’m so thankful the team 
stayed in Sacramento. I get goose 
bumps just talking about it. 

Q. What do you think of 
the new ownership group? 

a. I think it’s awesome. Very for-
ward thinking. One of the things 
I like is Vivek said there are not 
enough team stores in Sacramen-
to. There’s four or five going in right 
now. I love people that say some-
thing and actually do it. It’s win-
win. It’s exceeded my expectations. 

Q. are you going to do 
anything different this year 
in regards to performance?

a. Yeah I have some ideas. 
There’s one stunt that I’ve been 
trying to do for the last couple 
years. This year I might do it at 
the end of the season because if 
I get hurt it’s okay because it’ll be 
at the end of the season. There’s 
some new things I just can’t re-
linquish them right now. You’ll 
just have to come to the games. 

Q. Is there a code of conduct 
you have to adhere to?

a. You’re only good as your last 
performance. I treat every audi-

ence member, even if it’s a Lakers 
fan, with respect because they pay 
their money to see the games. I try 
and give everybody a good whole-
some experience. Especially in this 
town it’s very family oriented. And 
I try to keep it G/PG rated. 

Q. You have a good 
camaraderie with fans. 

a. And that takes time. 
You develop a rapport with 
the fans. There’s a gentleman 
who broke his foot a couple 
years ago so every time I see 
him I pet his foot. He remem-
bers that. It’s like those little 
things. Little tricks with every 
season ticket holder I do. 

Q. Got a favorite Kings 
player past or present? 

a. That’s a tough one. I have 
to say Bobby Jackson truly 
epitomized this town. This 
town is very blue-collar hard 
working town and I think 
Bobby went out and hustled 
every night and people loved 
seeing him dive for balls and 
I think he embodies the spirit 
of what a Kings player is sup-
posed to be. 

Q. Do you have a set routine or 
are you improvising most of it? 

a. When I’m in the crowd 
I’m improvising. They usually 

give me 25 skits a year. I write 
the skits, I order the props for 
the skit, I do the music for the 
skit. It’s either an off court skit, 
a video skit or stunt. As far 
as routines go I try to keep it 
loose because if it’s too rigid it 
looks too performed and too 
enhanced and I try to remain 
in the character of Slamson. 

I do have a game day routine. 
Certain socks, certain knee pads. 
On game day certain things have 
to be in certain places and I’m a 
little obsessive about it. Like for 
example if I don’t have one of 
these, he pointed to a skull cap, 
I go nuts because it keeps the 
sweat out of my eyes. I do have 

a game day routine like what 
I eat. I eat a pregame well bal-
anced meal at 5:30. And then at 
6-6:30 I try and get my mind 
off things. I’ll read or just relax. 
I have a locker room back there. 
6:30 the costume is done being 
brushed and washed. 6:30-6:45 
I’m stretching. And then at 6:45 
I’m drinking two bottles of wa-
ter and then we go out to enter-
tain the crowd. 

As the interview ended Todd 
put the Slamson head back on 
and proceeded to high five the 
construction workers and peo-
ple gathering and off he went in 
the tunnel. 

This East Sac resident discusses 
life as the Kings’ mascot

Photo by Patty Colmer
Slamson.

See Slamson, page 7

Slamson:
Continued from page 6
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Children enjoyed 
‘Salmon Day’ on 
the American River
Photos by robert sewell

October 12 was the seventh or eighth “Welcome 
Back the Salmon Day” on the American River and 
the weather couldn’t have been more gorgeous, reports 
Laurie Litman of Friends of the River Banks.

“We watched the constant splashes and ripples of Chi-
nook salmon jumping throughout the morning. And 
sure enough, for the second year in a row, our friend, 
the sea lion came down the river to Sutter’s Landing to 
check out all the commotion and eat lunch. It probably 
has our FORB event on its schedule,” Litman said. 

There was a lot of activity that morning. In ad-
dition to the salmon and sea lion…a group of fish-
ermen in kayaks came ashore to talk with the chil-
dren; Laura Drath and Lora Elsom brought fish 
printing and the popular “wheel of fortune,” which 
shows the odds of growing up to be an adult salm-
on; great blue heron, great egret, and double-crest-
ed cormorants fished while sandhill cranes flew 
overhead; and adults and kids went around in salm-
on hats thanks to Betsy Weiland and SARA (Save 
the American River Association). 

Friends of the River Banks has a few events com-
ing up, one being the annual Jan. 1 “Greet the New 
Year” gathering and Nature Bowl,  an exciting ac-
tivity for third through sixth graders. FORB is 
partnering with the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife to hold a Nature Bowl at Sut-
ter’s Landing in May.
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Who’s reading our papers?
Firefighters from Station 8 taking a quick break and reading about love.
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eskaton.org | 866-ESKATON

Eskaton Monroe Lodge
Independent Living with Services

3225 Freeport Boulevard | Sacramento, CA 95818
916-265-0045

The smile says it all. Eskaton Kids Connection 
is simply irresistible.
It’s that magical time of year again, when local elementary students 
partner with Eskaton community residents to read, write, laugh and 
enjoy one another’s company. Intergenerational relationships are a 
win-win situation: increased socialization, insight, sense of purpose 
… and happiness for all.

No kidding! 

Come by for a visit and learn more about the Kids Connection 
and the Eskaton difference.

Just kidding around

4th Annual

By PaIGe sCHulte

I am an East Sacramento 
mom and realize I have been 
“deciding on a school” for my 
kids since my oldest  daugh-
ter was 12 months old. How 
do you choose a school in the 
East Sacramento community 
with so  many public and pri-
vate schools to choose from? 
Honestly- IB, GATE, Tradi-
tional, Private, Montessori,  
and Waldorf , oh my!    Why 
are there so many choic-
es? My priorities included 
wanting my kids to walk to 
school, having an   adminis-
tration that is open to trying 
new things, a passionate and 
proactive parent community 
and  funding to fill the gaps 
so that my kids get a well 
rounded education. 

The answer came easier 
than I expected. My neigh-
bor at the time had her son 
at Theodore Judah  Elemen-
tary with a daughter still in 
preschool.  Our kids were in-
separable.  My friend talked 
constantly  about how great 
Judah was, yet at the time I 
was not even considering it. 
I would come to learn   this 
quiet, old, neighborhood gem 
of a school is not talked about 
nearly enough.  I attended 
several Judah functions with 
my neighbor and met many 
families  who chose to stay lo-
cal and support  this neigh-
borhood school.  I believe 
now that as strong families  
continue to join this school 
community, the stronger the 
school will become.  I decid-

ed we should be  part of that. 
The strength of the school is 
quite something, considering 
that only about 10 years ago 
this  school was on the brink 
of closure.     

Theodore Judah, built in 
1927, started out as a one 
room schoolhouse for 5 stu-
dents. This all happened  be-
cause of a group of parents 
who met at McKinley Park in 
the spring of 1927 worked to-
gether to  petition for a neigh-
borhood school. Today this 
is still happening. Our one 
room school house of 5  stu-
dents is now at a bustling 580 
students and more commit-
ted parents than ever.    

After “helping from the 
sidelines” I was asked to par-
ticipate on the PTA board at 

Theodore Judah.  I have  been 
continuously amazed at the 
parent support and outreach 
of the PTA and all they do 
to keep the  school outstand-
ing for their students. A tra-
ditional neighborhood school, 
the academic rigor and focus  
on a well rounded education 
help to rank Theodore Judah 
as one of the best schools in 
SCUSD. Judah’s  garden and 
science program are being em-
ulated across all of Greater 
Sacramento and grant mon-
ies are  funding $450,000 dol-
lars in Green Upgrades to the 
campus. All of this is thanks 
to a committed community  of 
parents, the PTA and a for-
ward thinking administration.    

The PTA has partnered 
with the community to pro-
vide a staff Science teacher, an 
integrated Art  Program and a 
staff Music Teacher who pro-
vides weekly music lessons 
along with their own Theo-

dore  Judah String Orches-
tra. We also have a student 
run newspaper, myriad after 
school programs, and  doz-
ens of events and fundraisers 
geared toward strengthening 
our school and its families. 
Judah  continues on the path 
of adding wholechild focused 
programs that will create a 
guide for our students  to be 
critical and creative thinkers.    

The most amazing part of 
the experience so far is how in-
viting and positive the Theo-
dore Judah family  has been. 
I know my kids can look for-
ward to an exceptional learn-
ing environment, amazing 
community  and walking to 
school with their neighbors. In 
the end, all the schools in this 
area are great, but this  school 
community came knocking on 
my door and I was glad to have 
opened it! The parents truly 
shape  what this school has be-
come and where it is going.

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster,  Stucco,  Repai rs  and 
Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call 
Steven at 230-2114.

fALL CLEAN up SpECIALS
Rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod 
placement, rototilling, pressure washing/power 
spray, yard work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub 
removal, general labor, fence repair, odd jobs & 
more. References available. Licensed. Call Les 
at 838-1247.

HARDwooD fLooRS
REfINISH oR INStALL
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring or 
refurbish your existing hardwood floors. Call 
Michael at  (916) 383-8742. Lic#544159 Ref 
available

#1 BookkEEPER
30 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. www.
taxirene.info

bookkEEpINgtAx pREpARER

#1 tAx pREpARER
30 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business 
Tax returns including Corp & Partnerships. 
We prepare expertly all past tax returns
including all State returns. Get the most 
deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. 
today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada 
(775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. www.
taxirene.info

ADVERtISE YouR RENtALS

Call 429-9901

Advertise in California Kids! 
Serving Greater Sacramento 
For more information, call Jen

at (916) 429-9901
Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

A monthly publicationfull of activities, mazes, 
word search, party ideas, travel, book reports, 

and a lot  more! 

Need Home Improvement?
Check out the

Home Improvement Guide 
 in the East Sacramento News.

For Melissa for 
Home Improvement 

ad rates, call 429-9901.

pEt poRtRAItS
oRIgINAL pEt poRtRAItS
original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! 
Perfect gift for the holidays! Reasonable prices. 
Submit photograph–turn around 7-10 days. Email 
melissa@melissaandrews.com or call 447-
4441. See www.MelissaAndrews.com-Stop by 
Valley Community Newspapers, you can meet 
Melissa and see her artwork in our offce at 2709 
Riverside Blvd. 

for a box 
Classified

ad
Call Melissa

429-9901

drivers: local-Home Nightly 
Woodland flatbed openings.
Great pay, Benefits. CDL-A, 

1 yr exp. req.
estenson logistics.

apply: www.goelc.com
1-866-336-9642

Theodore Judah parents help shape what it has become
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CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

ADDITION SPECIALIST

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231 

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 
• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HAULING/SPRINKLER REPAIR

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 16 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

 FALL CLEAN-UP SPECIALS !

(916) 838-1247

GARY’S PAINTING
CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL                   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR OVER 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE WITH PRIDE

EXCELLENT REFERENCES       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

“Member BBB”

PAINTING

PAINTINGPAINTING

COOK PAINTING
Full Service Company − Start to Finish

• Custom Painting    • Super clean, neat & fast
• Interior/Exterior    • Cabinets

Specializing in custom trim & moulding!
Color Consultants • Free Estimates

Freshen up
for Fall

& the Holidays!

(916) 591-5056 In business since 1982 
 CSL# 432951

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

PLUMBING

DECKS & FENCES HANDYMAN 

FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE

Licensed and Insured #152902

I specialize in all areas of home improvement !

Carpentry - Electrical –Sprinklers - Plumbing
Accepts All Major Credit Cards 

“Senior Discount”

Quality work the fi rst time, guaranteed!

NO JOB TOO SMALL! Call Eric (916) 470-3488

PLUMBING

MIDTOWN
PLUMBING

Licensed
Plumbing Contractor 
Since 1973

Reasonable Residential Work • Repairs  •  Re-Pipes
Sewers • Water Heaters  •  Drains  •  Disposals Etc.

CSL # 284755 • Fully Bonded & Insured • Accepts all major credit cards
916-393-2109 Cell 275-8236

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

By lanCe arMstrOnG
Lance@valcomnews.com

After more than a century of serving 
the public, East Lawn Memorial Park 
recently reached a particular milestone 
with its 100,000th interment – that of 
Eppaminondas George “Eppie” John-
son, who gained much notoriety for his 
chain of Eppie’s restaurants, and who 
founded one of the city’s better known 
annual events, Eppie’s Great Race.

In speaking about the fact that his 
late father became the 100,000th per-
son to be interred at the cemetery, 
which was established in October 
1904, George Eppaminondas John-
son II said, “First of all, it blows my 
mind that so many people are (in-
terred) there. I thought that was re-
markable. Probably from the stand-
point that it’s like, yet again, it’s sort of 
another achievement, you know, notch 
in the wall for my dad. It’s obviously 
sheer, absolute luck that it happened 
to be him (who became the 100,000th 
interment). He would have loved that 
(trivial fact). He would have told ev-
erybody about it, and he probably is 
(telling everybody), just upstairs. So, 
I just think that’s sort of neat. It’s just 
part of who he was. If it was going to 
happen to anybody, it would happen 
to him, so he could brag about it.”

George II, his sister, Lisa ( Johnson) 
Mangels, and many other people who 
knew Eppie well recognized him as a 
charismatic character who enjoyed in-
teracting with others.

As an example of his father’s show-
manship and what he referred to as a 
“generously sized ego,” George II ex-
plained part of the reason why his fa-
ther maintained his Eppie’s restau-
rants for so many years.

“For (Eppie), one of the things that 
kept him from selling the restaurants 
and had him hang on to them lon-
ger than he probably should have was 
(the restaurants) were him,” George 
II said. “It was his identity. His name 
was up in lights, so to speak, with all 
these signs or whatever.”

And Eppie’s own physical identity 
was great, as well, as he attracted at-
tention for his colorful, flashy cloth-
ing; thick, wavy hair; stylish facial 
hair; blue eyes; and outgoing demean-
or for many years.

In his latter years, Eppie was still a 
man who never shied away from the 
limelight.

Long before Eppie became a well 
known figure in the Sacramento area, 
he had spent many years living on the 
East Coast.

Eppie’s life began on May 7, 1928, 
when he was born to his parents, 

George Eppaminondas Johnson I 
(1898-1979) and Anastasia “Fotini” 
(Mousmoules) Johnson (1904-1962). 
He was raised in the Astoria neigh-
borhood of Queens, N.Y. and had one 
sibling, Paula ( Johnson) Alexander 
(1925-2000).

Eppie’s parents divorced in the 
1940s, and Eppie was raised by his 
mother, who brought income to her 
family through her work in a milli-
nery shop.

Eppie’s father, who was a native 
of  Broussa, Turkey, relocated to 
Reno and he later moved to Sac-
ramento.

George I was a well-known busi-
nessman, who gained much notori-
ety in Sacramento through his Del 
Prado Restaurant, which was locat-
ed at 5500 Stockton Blvd. He was 
also recognized in other circles, as 
he was an essential member of the 
Greek Orthodox Church of the 
Annunciation in Sacramento and a 
nationally-known figure in Demo-
cratic politics.

While growing up in Astoria, Ep-
pie was involved in lifeguarding and in 
the Boy Scouts. He eventually became 
a Life Scout, which is one rank below 
Eagle Scout, the program’s highest at-
tainable rank.

Eppie later attended New York 
University, and the University of Ne-
vada, Reno, where he was active in the 
ROTC. And following his graduation 
from the latter named institution, he 
served in the Army.

In 1950, Eppie moved to Sacramen-
to to assist his father at Del Prado 
Restaurant.

Last week, George II spoke about 
the moment that led to his father’s 
solo venture in the restaurant field.

“After my dad got fired for the sec-
ond time by his dad, that’s when my 
dad said, ‘Forget this, I’m going off on 
my own.’ His father said, ‘You’ll never 
make it on your own without my help.’ 
And so, of course, that fueled the fire 
even more to say, ‘I’m going to prove 
you wrong.’”

Eppie ultimately established his 
own catering business, and he catered 
to many functions, including store 
openings on the K Street Mall.

In 1964, Eppie made a major career 
move when he opened Eppie’s Restaurant 
and Coffee Shop at 3001 N St., where an 
IHOP restaurant now operates.

From that point, Eppie began estab-
lishing other Eppie’s locations, includ-
ing sites in Las Vegas, Cameron Park, 
Turlock and other Sacramento area 
locations such as 6341 Florin Road, 
4600 Madison Ave., 2525 Watt Ave. 
and 4657 West Capitol Ave.

Adding to his accomplishments 
with Eppie’s restaurants, Eppie also 
had several restaurants, called Eppa-
minondas. These restaurants, which 
opened in the late 1970s, were located 
at Cal Expo, in Rancho Cordova and 
in Stockton.

Eppie, who was married to Nancy 
C. Johnson for 29 years before their 
marriage ended in divorce in about 
1983, also purchased tennis clubs in 
Davis and in the south area at 6000 
South Land Park Drive.

Although Eppie no longer owned 
any restaurants or tennis clubs at 
the time of his death, the old West 
Sacramento Eppie’s continues to 
operate under a different owner-
ship that has no association with 
the Johnson family.

As for his aforementioned found-
ing of Eppie’s Great Race, George II 
said, “How Eppie’s Great Race came 
to be was (Eppie) and a good friend 
of his who happened to be a K2 ski 
rep were skiing. They were chit-
chatting and (the friend) said, ‘You 
know, Eppie, we ought to do a tri-
athlon.’ (Eppie) said, ‘What do you 
mean?’ And he said, ‘We ought to 
ski from the top of Alpine Meadows 
down to the bottom, run out to the 
Truckee River and kayak down the 
Truckee River into Truckee.’ My dad 
said, ‘That sounds like a great idea, 
but I don’t have any restaurants up 
in Tahoe.’ So, that planted the seed 
and two or three weeks later, my dad 
thought, ‘Aha, I know what we can 
do.’ He was a promotion guy and he 
wanted to promote his restaurants. 
He said, ‘We’ll start out at the Ep-
paminondas – which is now Hooters 
– at Zinfandel (Drive) and (High-
way) 50 (in Rancho Cordova), winds 
through Rancho Cordova and Sac-
ramento to wind up at the Eppie’s 
– which is now the Outback Steak-
house – on Howe Avenue. So, that is 
where the idea was born.”

Eventually, the race, which original-
ly supported the Aquarian Effort (to-

day’s WellSpace Health), was relocat-
ed to the American River Parkway.

The nonprofit race, which is billed 
as “The World’s Oldest Triathlon” and 
is recognized as the nation’s largest 
paddling event, celebrated its 40th an-
niversary this year.

It consists of a 5.82-mile running 
stage, a 12.5-mile bicycle stage and a 
6.35-mile kayaking stage.

The current primary benefactor of 
the event is Sacramento County Ther-
apeutic Recreation Services. The race 
has raised more than $1 million for 
that organization.

Eppie passed away at the age of 85 
on Sept. 16 and was interred at East 
Lawn Memorial Park eight days later.

In understanding both the impor-
tance of East Lawn, “which stands 
as a guardian of history from gener-
ation to generation by preserving in-
dividual, family and community her-
itage,” and the impact Eppie made on 
the community, East Lawn President 
Alan Fisher said, “It may well be fit-
ting that the person with this house-
hold name in Sacramento became our 
100,000th interment at East Lawn 
Memorial Park.”

East Lawn Memorial Park reaches 
100,000th interment mark with 
burial of Eppie Johnson

Photo courtesy of the Lance Armstrong Collection 
An early advertisement for Eppie’s Coffee Shop 
shows an image of Eppie Johnson with his goatee 
look, which he began to sport in 1960, four years 
before the opening of his first restaurant.

Photo courtesy of Eppie Johnson
Eppie Johnson sits in his former office at the Imperial 400 Motel – Econo Lodge as of Oct. 30, 2013 
– at 30th and N streets.
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3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

East Sac Specialists
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

tree service

tree service

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL service PLUMBiNG

PLUMBiNG

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

rOOFiNG

Your services are needed! call (916) 429-9901 
and reserve your space on the 

East Sacramento News
Home improvement page

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

real estate services

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primrosealz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

in-home health care

SeniorS downSizing ServiceS

your ad Should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

call melissa at 
(916) 429-9901 

to advertise
Your service

loving companionS

rn supervised home care

legal services

Send your event announcement for con-
sideration to: editor@valcomnews.com at 
least two weeks prior to publication.

OngOing: 
Adopt a child for the holidays
Help Sunburst Projects bring joy to the lives 
of children living with HIV/AIDS. Contact 
Sunburst Projects at 1095 19th St. Suite 
1A, Sacramento. 440-0889, ext. 301.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Balance and mobility training to 
reduce falls class
Kelly Ward, Parkside Community Church’s 
“Fall Prevention Lady” will be presenting a 4-
week Beginning balance and mobility class 
on Monday and Wednesdays 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., starting Oct. 2 through Oct. 30 
at Parkside Community Church at 5700 
Land Park Drive. The one-hour classes will 
include warm up, balance and mobility train-
ing, muscle building exercises, flexibility, and 
range of motion exercises, followed by a cool 
down segment to review the day’s lesson. 
Wear loose comfortable clothing and sneak-
ers. Kelly Ward is a certified fall, balance and 
mobility instructor and a certified Senior Fit-
ness Training, M.S. Therapeutic Aging. For 
questions, call 821-5715.

nOvember

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
nov. 7: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors 
welcome. 7:30 a.m., every Thursday. Avia-
tors Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd. (916) 
684-6854. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of South Sacramento 
meeting
nov. 7: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors 
welcome. Every Thursday from noon to 1 

p.m. at Iron Steaks Restaurant, 2422 13th 
St, Sacramento, CA 95818.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Christmas to Remember at the 
Serbian Hall 
nov. 7th 3-8, nov. 8th 9-8 & nov. 9th 9-
4.  Handmade only boutique style craft 
show.  Centralized checkout for our custom-
er’s convenience.  Unique gift and holiday 
decorations.  SALE ROOM, 7777 Sunset 
Ave., Fair Oaks, 95628 on free admission. 
More info. www.craftytreasures.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
nov. 8: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-
8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Soroptimist International 
Sacramento presents Lisa Armstrong
nov. 8: Linda Armstrong, founder of Local 
Roots Food Tours, will be the guest speak-
er at the luncheon, which begins at 11:30 
a.m. at Casa Garden. The entire speaker se-
ries is posted on the Club Calendar page of 
the S.I.S. website at  www.soroptimistsac-
ramento.org.    A limited number of seats 
are available to the public on a first come, 
first served basis.  The  cost is $15.  If you 
want to reserve a seat for lunch and hear an 
upcoming speaker, contact  Rosalie Glad-
den; rosaliegladden@comcast.net. Meetings 
are held Fridays, 11:30 a.m. at Casa Gar-
den Restaurant, 2760 Sutterville Rd.,  Sac-
ramento.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Spare One For the Kids
nov.  8: The bowl-a-thon will feature two 
hours of bowling for teams of four, all you-
can-eat pizza and soda, prizes and raffles.  We 
anticipate that 100 individuals will be in at-
tendance.  The event budget is approximately 
$1,000 and our goal is to raise $10,000. 100% 
of the net proceeds will support our Sacra-

mento County Kinship Support Services Pro-
gram (KSSP).The bowl-a-thon will go from 6 
to 8 p.m. at Country Club Lanes, 2600 Watt 
Ave. Visit www.lilliput.org/  for more. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Kiwanis Club of East Sacramento-
Midtown
nov. 8: Visitors Welcome, weekly break-
fast meeting on first, second and third Fri-
days at 7:00 AM and Dinner meeting on 
fourth Thursday at 6:00 PM. Topical week-
ly speakers and ‘first meal for visitors on us’.  
Meet at The Kiwanis Family House,  (at 
UCD Med Ctr/ 50th St & Broadway) 2875 
50th Street Sacramento, CA 95817.  www.
eastsacmidtownkiwanis.com <http://www.
eastsacmidtownkiwanis.com> ,  Meeting/
Membership info: 916-761-0984, volun-
teers always welcome!
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

25th Annual Asian Community 
Center Craft and Bake Sale
nov.  9:  From 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at ACC 
Greenhaven Terrace, 1180 Corporate Way, 
Sacramento CA  95831.  For more informa-
tion, call: Khonnie Lattasima at 916-394-
6399  ext 143 or e-mail volunteer@accsv.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Taste and Toast to Theodore 
Judah
nov. 9: The Theodore Judah PTA invites the 
community to Taste and Toast to Theodore 
Judah, which will be happening from noon 
to 4 p.m. at Compton’s Market on McKin-
ley Blvd. It’s a family event with beer tasting, 
food, bounce houses and other kid activities. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pops in the Park Benefit Concert 
at the Torch Club
nov. 9: There will be a benefit concert fea-
turing The Count at the Torch Club from 
4 to 7 p.m. Free admission, no host bar. 
The Torch Club is located at 904 15th St., 
Downtown. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

Alternative Christmas Market
nov. 9 and 10: Annual Alternative Christ-
mas Market. 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Fremont 
Presbyterian Church, H St. at Carlson Dr., 
Sacramento. Several local and international 
charitable organizations will feature Benev-
olence Gifts. Gift cards will be provided.
Crafts from Third World countries will be 
on sale. Free admission. Call (916)- 452-
7132 or visit www.fremontpres.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free golf lessons offered at Bing 
Maloney Golf Complex
nov. 10: Are you interested in starting to 
play golf, but not sure where to begin? Bing 
Maloney is offering Free Family Clinics for 
2013. These clinics are family oriented for 
any level of golfer. Each clinic will be held 
on Sundays from 1 to 2:15 p.m. at the Bing 
Maloney Golf Course: 6801 Freeport Blvd. 
in Sacramento. Call 808-2283 for more in-
formation.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Clubs of Arden-Arcade, 
Carmichael
nov. 12: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors wel-
come, every Tuesday. Arden-Arcade meets 
at noon, Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse in the Pa-

vilions on Fair Oaks Blvd. (916) 925-2787. 
Carmichael meets at 6:30 p.m., Ancil Hoff-
man Golf Club. www.rotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimist International of 
Sacramento North meeting
nov. 12: An organization for the better-
ment of women and children meets at the 
atria El Camino Gardens at 2426 Garfield, 
Carmichael. Call Sheila at 624-4643.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Asian Community Center 
Senior Services Center presents 
‘High Blood Pressure and What It 
Can Do To You’
nov 12: Learn what high blood pressure is 
and what medications are prescribed and 
what you should know. Free. 2-3pm. 7375 
Park City Dr, Sacramento. 916-393-9026 
ext 330.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
nov. 13: Meets at noon, Evan’s Kitchen, 
855 57th St. Sacramento. www.eastsacro-
tary.com. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
The Asian Community Center 
Senior Services Center 
presents ‘Caregiving Involves 
Many Challenges: As a Family 
Caregiver’
nov 13:  Learn practical tips for increasing 
self-care and reducing personal stress. Free. 
1-2 p.m. 7375 Park City Dr, Sacramento. 
393-9026 ext 330.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

CALL AND PLACE YOUR 
EVENT TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

Elk’s Holiday Craft Fair
Saturday, November 16 

 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Free Admission

Elks Lodge No. 6
6446 Riverside Blvd., Sacto

For more infor: Mary-Jo (916) 691-3059

Unique crafters/artists
One-of-a-kind gifts

Free door prize drawings 
& raffle prizes

35th Annual
“Holiday Show of Hands”

 CRAFT FAIRE

Unique, Handcrafted Gifts, 
Decorator Items, Collectibles, 

Hot Lunch – Shuttle from Elks Club

St. John the Evangelist
5701 Locust Avenue, Carmichael

Friday, Dec. 6th, 5-9 p.m. ($3)
Saturday, Dec. 7th, 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 8th, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Centennials 1st Annual 
Christmas Faire!

Centennial Christian Preschool
5401 Freeport Blvd. Sacto 95822

Cookie Lee, Scentsy, Ornaments, Boy Scout, 
First Aid Kids, Up-cycled crafts, Kids dress up, 

Jalapeno jelly & more!
Vendor 8’ tables available for $25

Contact Kristin at kdmiller.design@gmail.com 

(916) 837-5748

November 16
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. FREE 

Nutcracker in One Act

& Christmas Angels

The Center at 2300 Sierra Blvd.
Tickets at the door and 
at Deane Dance Center

3385 Lanatt Street (916) 453-0226

Crockett-Deane Ballet Co
 & Deane Dance Center

(Family Friendly Performances)

Saturday, December 14, 7 p.m.
Sunday, December 15, 2 p.m.

Sacramento SPCA Annual Fall 

Book Sale & Holiday Boutique

Country Club Plaza
2310 Watt Avenue, Sacramento 95825

November 14–17
Thursday-Saturday 10 a.m.- 6 p.m.

Sunday 11 a.m.- 5 p.m.

(916) 504-2842
www.sspca.org/holidaybook
All proceeds benefit the Sacramento SPCA

CALIFORNIA WATERFOWL
Pocket/Greenhaven Banquet

Steak and Prawns Dinner 

Thursday, Dec. 5, 2013 

Portuguese Hall
6776 Pocket Road

Tickets call Dave @ 916 427-6961

Cocktails 5:30 p.m.– Dinner 7:30 p.m.
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room (which is furnished) at $600, including cable 
and Internet.

On behalf of Campus Crest, Jason Chudoba, Ac-
count Director, provided the following comment 
via email: 

“Our plan to construct a high-quality student 
housing facility is the result of a highly collaborative 
process involving City officials and local residents. 
We greatly value their opinions and have incorpo-
rated their feedback into our plan. 

“What is important to understand is that be-
fore our initial proposal was submitted to the 
City, we voluntarily reduced the project’s den-
sity by roughly 20 percent. Additional volun-
tarily revisions on our part include changing the 
orientation of the project’s architecture and en-
hancing security measures. 

“We are open to continuing the conversation with 
the concerned parties and have proactively reached 
out to reestablish a dialogue; however they have re-
fused to engage. We remain open to discussions and 
look forward to developing the best possible plan 
that will help to meet the need for additional pur-
pose-built student housing in the area.

“While the developer has met with and dis-
cussed at length various issues with neighbors, 
some feel like it’s a moot point since the discus-
sions haven’t led to actual changes to the plans, 
hence the appeal.”

Three days before the planning commission vote, 
McCarty held a town hall meeting with residents 
at the Coloma Community Center featuring a pan-
el, which included Senior City Planner, Lindsey 
Alagozian, where similar grievances were made.

One person from the community who spoke 
up at the meeting questioned the city’s land use 
code in relation to student housing in that area, 
as the City has reviewed the design of the build-
ing but not its intended use. “ There is no de-
fined use in the City’s land use codes. In fact it 
mentions if a use is not stated, it’s not allowed in 
the City, so how is this use being classified? The 
use seems arbitrary.”

Alagozian said the City took this question into 
account. “We have various definitions in the city 
code. While they are marketing to students, the de-
sign is considered apartments … this project is an 
apartment project but we have (called it) student 
housing because the application is marketing to stu-
dents. The City typically reviews senior projects for 
the 55 or older, but we don’t have a definition for 
a senior housing project. From a student housing 
project perspective, it has no relevance because we 
are focused on the building itself.” 

That description was discouraging to one 
neighbor who mentioned how the plans show 
some units have multiple kitchenettes. “At what 
point are we calling a kitchen a kitchen and not. 
It seems to me the issue is one of density and the 
parking study reflects that … is it common for an 
apartment to consist of three individual housing 
units?” the neighbor asked.

Gonzalez said more recently that it sounds like a 
terrible limitation to the City’s review of statutes. “If 
you are not going to review the intended use, what’s 
the point of reviewing the design of the building? 
If I design this building with three bedrooms and 
lease the closets and bathrooms out separately, will 
anyone have a problem with that?” he said.

The City’s minimum standard for apartment 
complexes is 1/2 parking spaces per unit so for 

this proposed development with 224 units, the 
minimum would be 112 and the developer re-
quested 603, one space for every rented out room 
and a few more for staff. Based on feedback from 
neighbors who don’t want spillover traffic, the 
city came back with 400 and requested the proj-
ect applicant run a study and hire a third party 
company which justified the increase.

“It’s really interesting on one hand how the City 
says it’s 224 units, but it’s also 600 units. That’s how 
they justify the parking amount. It’s multi-fami-
ly housing, but it’s also student housing, so it’s dif-
ferent,” Gonzalez said. “They’re talking out of both 
sides of their mouths.”

There’s also been feedback from neighbors who 
don’t want spillover affecting their neighborhood.  
So while smart growth practices would mandate 
that you try to discourage parking and discourage 
the use of cars as much as possible, the City has opt-
ed to placate the residents and the developer to have 
the 500-plus parking spaces on site. 

Chris Holm, project analyst of WALKSacramen-
to, a nonprofit community organization working 
to make the Sacramento region more walkable, de-
scribed the proposal in a phone interview as being 
an “auto centric site plan” that does not encourage a 
lot of walking. 

“We are not happy with the site design. They 
are apartments in a sea of parking and that 
doesn’t encourage other modes besides driv-
ing,” Holm said. 

“You walk out a door and you will see a lot of 
parking out there. You will have to maneuver a lot 
parking spaces to get there,” he said.

To help mitigate the parking and traffic issue, the 
Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Manage-
ment District encouraged the City to have the de-
veloper not subsidize the parking spaces for those 
who don’t need them.  

Holm said WALKSacramento agrees with 
this contention, as it would encourage more 
walking and biking. 

For those interested in learning more about the 
project, you can contact Councilmember Kevin 
McCarty’s office by calling 808-7006 or emailing 
kmccarty@cityofsacramento.org

IF YOU GO: 
What: City Council meeting on the proposal 
When: Tuesday, Dec. 10, 6 p.m.
Where: The new City Hall, 915 I St. Public com-
ment is at the beginning of the meeting

Neighbors gearing up for City Council meeting 
for controversial student housing project
By MOnICa starK
editor@valcomnews.com

After months of questioning the develop-
er over various issues surrounding the pro-
posed Campus Crest development known as 
“ The Grove”, Tahoe Park neighbors have vehe-
mently opposed what is being marketed as stu-
dent housing on one hand by the developer and 
multi-family housing by the City. 

The Planning Commission back on Aug. 15 
approved the plans for the 600-bed, multi-sto-
ry apartment complex just across Redding Av-
enue from The Element student housing (for-
mer names being Jefferson Commons and The 
Verge).  Later that month, on Aug. 23, The Ta-
hoe Park Neighborhood Association appealed 
the commission’s decision and a City Council 
meeting to decide the fate of the project is set 
for Tuesday, Dec. 10, according to Councilmem-
ber Kevin McCarty, who will be hosting a neigh-
borhood community meeting the week before to 
discuss the project. 

Based on the grounds that the TPNA feels 
the project “still contains various provisions 
which carry the potential to harm the quality of 
life in our community and disturb the charac-
ter of our neighborhood” the appeal, penned by 
the association’s president Isaac Gonzalez dated 
Aug. 23, goes on to say neighbors “seek to less-
en that potential by advocating for further con-
cessions and design reforms, mainly concerned 
with the size and scope of the project as submit-
ted, expedited upgrades to surrounding pedes-
trian, bicycle, and vehicular traffic corridors, and 
an enhanced on-site security protocol.” Applica-
tions to appeal come at a cost of $298. Since the 
TPNA voted against the project as it was sub-
mitted, neighbors helped sponsor the cost of the 
appeal, Gonzalez said.

The appeal was based on the fact the neighbors’ 
association members voted against the project 
as it was submitted during the August meeting. 
Neighbors shared that opinion to the Planning 
Commission. “Whether the planning commission 
approved the project, regardless, we felt there was 
enough momentum within our community to file 
this appeal … to at least influence this project in 
a way that would minimize the harm if not out-
right prevent it from being built,” Gonzalez said. 
The TPNA’s main issues have always been: scope 
of the project, traffic impacts, and potential to in-
crease crime.

“This has been a very high profile proposal,” said 
McCarty, “and I’ve been engaged with concerned 
residents for many months. I’m keeping an open 
mind as we approach the council hearing. I’m try-
ing to balance smart-growth land use planning with 
neighborhood enhancement and preservation.”

With the council date set for Dec. 10, TPNA 
board member Bill Motmans and Gonzalez ex-
pressed their concerns to the East Sacramento News 
regarding the timing of it being close to Christmas 
and the lack of notice it presents to neighbors.  

“Some of the (TPNA) members seem pretty 
concerned. There’s still a lot of concern around the 
neighborhood about how (the proposal) will pro-
ceed,” Gonzalez said last week.

That sense of community coming togeth-
er really hit home at the planning commission 
meeting where neighbor after neighbor came 
to discuss their grievances of the project. With 
25 public speakers and easily 40 people in the 
audience, it was a longest public testimony at a 
planning commission meeting to date even out-
lasting the more recent controversial McKinley 
Village discussions. To rally up the masses to 
attend that meeting, the TPNA sent out mail-
ers discussing the project and updates were 
posted on the neighborhood social networking 
site, Nextdoor.

To keep the momentum up from that planning 
commission meeting, the TPNA wanted more no-
tice for the inevitable city council meeting where the 
fate of the project lies. Typically it takes at most six 
weeks from the date of the appeal to get a council 
meeting date set, but it’s been more than nine weeks 
now since the Aug. 23 appeal.

“One of the reasons we sent (Councilmem-
ber) Kevin (McCarty) an email is that we think 
collectively before you do that (vote on the 
project) you need to have a meeting with the 
community as a whole. Kevin agreed to that,” 
Motmans said. “One reason we asked him to do 
that is because with the holiday season is com-
ing up, it’s harder to pull people together; it’s 
harder to get stuff out. It’s just the nature of 
the beast,” Motmans said. With the possibili-
ty of having the council meeting in December, 
Motmans said, it would be impractical at this 
point to bring the community together one last 
time before the vote.

Campus Crest Communities operates 39 proper-
ties across the country with 17,000 residents living 
on the properties in 6,000 units. The Grove Sac-
ramento will be three stories. Students rent by the 

Photo by Monica Stark
(right) A view of the open space 
from Redding Avenue in East 
Tahoe Park that is targeted for 
the development of a student 
housing project by Campus Crest 
Communities.

(above) The Element, a student 
housing project just across the 
street from the Neighboring 
lumber yard.

(left) Neighboring lumber yard.

Photos by Monica Stark

See Student Housing, page 19

Student Housing:
Continued from page 18

Photo courtesy
Shown above, CSUS students 
waiting for the shuttle that 
take them to school from The 
Element. The TPNA argues 
that one shuttle, once an hour, 
won’t be enough transportation 
for students at The Grove. The 
shuttle is supposed to have 18 
seats.



                  

for current home listings, please visit:

DunniganRealtoRs.com

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

STUNNING NEW HOME
4 or 5 bedrooms 3½ baths in the Fabulous 40’s!  Great for en-
tertaining with formal living room and fireplace, dining room, large 
chef’s kitchen with island and prep sink, breakfast bar and open 
great room with built-in’s and wine fridge. 9’ ceilings, 8’ doors, 
lots of arches, open and bright; spacious yard! $1,295,000

NATHAN SHERMAN 969-7379

REMODELED FABULOUS 40S
Lovely remodeled 4 bedroom and three bath home features 
high quality appliances and finishes in the gourmet kitchen; 
connected family room has French doors that open up to the 
backyard with Sago and Queen Anne palms. Plus a back gate 
into the Sutter Lawn Tennis Club. $1,149,900

BETH HARNEY 995-4120

MEDITERRANEAN MASTERPIECE
One of East Sacramento’s finest homes! Wake up to the tree 
tops filtering the morning sun or entertain in rooms that invite 
the outdoors in.  Unique features, a spacious artist’s studio, 
guest wing complete with kitchen and an apartment over the 
3 car garage.  $1,299,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

BOULEVARD PARK
High water bungalow, 2 bedrooms 2 baths in historical preserva-
tion area! Two master bedrooms, Front parlor has bay window 
and glass pocket doors that open to living room with fireplace. 
Spacious kitchen has gas cooktop range, built-in microwave, and 
dishwasher. Inside laundry are and full basement. $355,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

NEW HOME ON SANTA YNEZ
Newly completed home by Dyer Trolio Homes right in the heart 
of East Sacramento. This craftsman bungalow exudes east 
coast charm, architectural detail throughout, and a simple, 
spacious, open floor plan. The details: 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
2190sf, and a 1-car detached garage. $699,000

CHRIS BALESTERI 996-2244

 SPACIOUS HOME & YARD
Beautiful 4 bedroom 3 bath home has gorgeous kitchen, spacious 
living area and a large yard; all great for comfortable living and enter-
taining. Downstairs bedroom and full bathroom. HVAC system replaced 
recently. Lots of extra details, including crown mouldings. $589,000

ALLISON BELL 248-1060
ALEXIS JONES 715-0237

MIKE PARIS BUILT HOME
Fabulous new home being built in the heart of East Sacramen-
to!!! This 3 bedroom 2½ bath will have all the classic signatures 
of a Mike Paris home... high ceilings, large rooms, open floor 
plan, indoor/outdoor living, gourmet kitchen, and an old world 
style and charm. Drive by and look at the three homes already 
completed to get a true feel of the quality! $765,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

1920’S BUNGALOW
3 bedroom 2 bath charmer with modern amenities!  Large family 
room and spacious master suite with walk-in closet, remodeled 
the kitchen and bath, refinished hardwood floors, many dual pane 
windows and rebuilt the garage. Relax in the spa under the gazebo 
or sit on the front porch and catch up with neighbors. $525,000

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495
JERRY KIRRENE 455-1001

CHARMING BUNGALOW
2 bedroom home located on a quiet tree-lined street has 
been meticulously maintained! Spacious floor plan perfect for 
entertaining includes hardwood floors, central heat and air, 
a large dining room, and two good sized bedrooms. Walking 
distance to coffee shops, midtown and neighborhood restau-
rants. $339,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

PENDING PENDING


