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The UC Davis Hospice 
Program and UC Davis 
Children’s Hospital Bereave-
ment Program will offer an 
eight-week Young Adult Be-
reavement Art Group for in-
dividuals 17 to 24 who are 
coping with the recent loss 
of a loved one.

The sessions will be held 
on eight consecutive Mon-

day evenings from Sept. 29 
through Nov. 17. Each ses-
sion will be held from 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the UC 
Davis Home Care Servic-
es Building, 3630 Business 
Dr., Suite F.

The discussions will ad-
dress such topics as acknowl-
edging and understanding 
grief, expressing and accept-

ing one’s feelings, changing 
roles, coping with stress and 
developing supportive rela-
tionships.

There is no cost for par-
ticipation. The facilita-
tors will be Don Lewis, be-
reavement and volunteer 
coordinator for the hos-
pice program, and Hannah 
Hunter, art therapist for 

the Child Life and Creative 
Arts Therapy Department 
at UC Davis Children’s 
Hospital.

Those interested in partici-
pating should register before 
Sept. 26. For further infor-
mation, please e-mail donald.
lewis@ucdmc.ucdavis.edu.

The group is offered ev-
ery spring and fall. The 

group is made possible by 
a continuing grant from 
the Children’s Miracle 
Network.

UC Davis Children’s 
Hospital is the Sacramen-
to region’s only national-
ly ranked, comprehensive 
hospital for children, serv-
ing infants, children, ado-
lescents and young adults 
with primary, subspecial-
ty and critical care. It in-
cludes the Central Valley’s 
only pediatric emergen-
cy department and Level 
I pediatric trauma center, 
which offers the highest 
level of care for critically 
ill children. The 129-bed 
children’s hospital includes 
the state-of-the-art 49-bed 
neonatal and 24-bed pedi-
atric intensive care and pe-
diatric cardiac intensive 
care units. With more than 
120 physicians in 33 sub-
specialties, UC Davis Chil-
dren’s Hospital has more 
than 74,000 clinic and 
hospital visits and 13,000 
emergency department vis-
its each year. For more in-
formation, visit http://
children.ucdavis.edu. 

Young Adult Bereavement Art Group begins Sept. 29
by Michael Saeltzer

On your marks, get set, wait 
for it.... Sept. 2nd - aND, 
GO tO SchOOl! 

Mother nature was in full 
cooperation mode on the 
first day of school. She gift-
ed us a soft cool breeze rus-
tling through the trees and 
a dappled sunrise that cre-
ated the absolutely per-
fect lighting for our Face-
book posts. Yes, indeed the 
posts on the news feeds 
were spewing Kodak mo-
ments for everyone to enjoy. 
Ha! Who here remembers 
the days when the first day 
of school meant Kodak, not 
Facebook? Time flies.

As the 8 a.m. first bell rang, 
the streets resembled a pa-
rade with parents, siblings, 
relatives, strollers, bikes, dogs, 
squirrels, stuffed animals, 
new back packs, new shoes, 
new pretty much everything, 
and smiles and skipping and 
you name it. 

On our family’s short lit-
tle jaunt, Alana and Anja-
li were excited to see Tyler, 
Kate, Brady, Ryan, and Nat-
alie and a slough of others as 
we neared campus. The en-
tire squadron’s hair was the 
cleanest and most well-kept 
I am sure I will see all year, 
except for maybe the official 
“picture day.” 

Of course, the first days of 
school aren’t every child’s fa-
vorite, but we get through 
them together one way or the 
other. Thank God for teach-
ers with their hearts in just 
the right spot – compassion, 
and coffee! And thank you 
to all our schools, and PTAs, 
who provided those three es-
sentials to all.

Speaking of the benefits of 
coffee, have you cruised down 
to the chocolate Fish late-
ly? Located on 48th & Fol-
som (and 3rd & Q) The Fish 
is serving up a Nitro Infused 
Iced Coffee, get this... ON 
TAP. It’s being dubbed “The 
Morning Beer.” Pretty good 
stuff. They also bring the tap 
out to the East Sacramento 
Farmers’ Market. 

Kudos, Kudos, and more 
Kudos to East Sacramento 
realtor ann Vuletich clark 
for organizing what is fast be-
coming another one of our 
community’s best features. 
The market opened in May, 

is growing in attendance, and 
is held every Saturday next 
to the Shepard Garden and 
Arts Center. Ann envisions 
the market to be a combina-
tion farmers’ market, commu-
nity event, and a great gather-
ing spot to begin a Saturday 
with your neighbors. 

When you are at the mar-
ket, you might want to take 
the time to chat it up with 
the vendors. They offer good 
cheer and interesting informa-
tion about our Mother Earth 
and what really makes her 
happy – all ABSOLUTELY 
FREE OF CHARGE! 

Mother Earth is certain-
ly getting a bit of a groom-
ing, and a once over from a le-
gal point of view, over there 
at the McKinley Village 
site. The lawsuit filed against 
the city of Sacramento is 
still pending. The plaintiff, a 
group called East Sacramen-
to Partnerships for a Livable 
City, alleges the city did not 
do an adequate job in assess-
ing Mother Earth’s air quali-
ty, traffic congestion, and oth-
er issues at the site. The word 
on the street is that the tri-
al is set to be heard in Janu-
ary by Sacramento Superior 
Court Judge Timothy Fraw-
ley who also presides over the 
arena lawsuit. 

As for the grading and con-
struction work already being 
done at McKinley Village, ru-
mor has it Judge Frawley told 
the developer that any work 
done before the trail is done at 
the developer’s own financial 
risk. If Frawley rules in favor 
of the plaintiff, a new environ-
mental impact report would 
have to be done, and the city 
would have to vote again on 
the project. Stay tuned.

Photo courtesy
(left) Kuddos to Ann Vuletich Clark, 
the founder and organizer of the 
East Sacramento Farmers’ Market, 
for constantly adding vendors to the 
weekly community event.

On the Curb

Photo by Mike Saeltzer
Chocolate Fish is now serving up 
coffee on tap. Call it your “morning 
beer.”

Photos courtesy of Sacramento City Unified School District
Like children just about everywhere in Sacramento and beyond, these kiddos got their pictures taken on the first day of 
school, which for most schools in the Sacramento City Unified School District was on Sept. 2. 
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By Michael Saeltzer

During the crime and safe-
ty meeting sponsored by the 
City of Sacramento at the Cl-
unie Center Wednesday, Aug. 
27, Glen Faulkner, a Pocket area 
resident and Sacramento Police 
Executive Lieutenant for East 
Area Command, told the stand-
ing room only crowd that his 
data indicates the past 90-day 
period included a total of 70 re-
ported car and home break ins 
compared to 35 last year.  

Not a good sign. 
Evidence that indicates a 

perception that crimes are on 
the increase in our area may 
not simply be the result of 
something like the increase in 
popularity of Nextdoor.com.

The good news is that due 
to good community engage-
ment, and new innovative po-

lice practices, reported crime 
overall in Sacramento is 
down. Large turnouts at com-
munity meetings such as this 
one give Faulkner hope that 
more progress can be made.  

A couple of years ago, the 
Sacramento Police Depart-
ment employed 804 officers. 
After the severe recession that 
number dipped to a low of 
620, a number that has since 
been slowly climbing. What 
this means to the police is 
that an activated well-trained 
citizenry working closely with 
the police department is abso-
lutely critical to our safety.  

A citizenry that knows how 
to spot trouble, and what to 
do when they suspect some-
thing is not right, can help 
reduce crime possibly more 
than any other factor, says 
Faulkner.  Therefore, one of 
the police department’s big-
gest requests is for individuals 
to join a neighborhood watch 
and regularly attend neigh-
borhood association meetings 
where officers often directly 
assist and inform the public.

Faulkner, and other officers, 
stayed long after the meeting 
was over to offer helpful tidbits 
to concerned neighbors letting 
them know that using the words 
“I suspect someone is casing our 
street” versus “there is a strange 
person on our street” can make 
the difference between mean-
ingful police intervention as op-
posed to virtually no action.  

The event was moderated by 
Council Member Steve Cohn 
who did a good job ensuring 
time was well managed in a 
one-hour presentation that in-

cluded open Q&A along with 
public safety updates from 
Faulkner, parks safety updates 
from rangers Joe Cushing and 
Robert Conroy, and neighbor-
hood watch and Nextdoor.
com police liaison Jena Swaf-
ford.  Also in attendance was 
Assemblyman Dr. Richard 
Pan and candidates Jeff Harris 
and Cyril Shah who are both 
running to replace Cohn.

Jena Swafford helped inform 
us about trainings the depart-
ment officers our communities, 
how the police use Nextdoor.
com, and the robust amount of 
resources available on the www.
sacpd.org website. Growing in 
popularity are home surveil-
lance cameras which connect to 
home computers and which can 
now be registered to the police 
department on their website to 
allow the police to directly re-
view any incidents caught on 
camera.  Newsletters, a calen-
dar of events, educational vid-
eos, and subscription to daily 
activity reports are also avail-
able on the site.

Cushing and Conroy fielded 
tough questions from the audi-
ence about the homeless prob-
lem we face.  In fact, earlier that 
day Cushing had spent 10 1/2 
hours helping to relocate many 
of the homeless. He explained 
that both the police and the 
park rangers share jurisdiction 
of the parks. The rangers are 
also suffering from budget cuts. 
Often Cushing has only one 
ranger on patrol to cover 250 
parks throughout the city.  

Cushing and Conroy con-
firmed what some in the audi-
ence expressed particular con-

cern with – “the revolving door” 
and its associated expenses. It 
is a term used to describe when 
someone, often homeless and 
in need of help, is booked on 
a minor charge and then re-
leased four hours later only to 
be re-booked again and again. 
Officers directly involved say it 
does, indeed, exist. 

As pointed out in prior East 
Sacramento News coverage 
the issue of homelessness and 
its associated challenges (eco-
nomic and social) is a growing 
concern – one that has severe-
ly impacted not only Sacra-
mento, but other communi-
ties throughout the nation.  

Rather than simply tossing 
up one’s arms and resigning to 
the belief that there is nothing 
really that can be done about 
these problems, models of in-
tervention involving the police 
are proving that such thinking is 
convenient, but simply not true.  

Large cities, even in highly 
conservative populations such 
as San Antonio, provide ex-
amples of models of care that 
dramatically improve out-
comes while at the same time 
saving tens of millions of dol-
lars each year.

Faulkner’s newly promot-
ed partner in the police depart-
ment, Darryl Brian, explained 
that he is a U.S. military veteran 
who was stationed in Germany.  
He has seen many of his close 
friends struggle with serious is-
sues only to end up homeless 
and on the street. Faulkner and 
Brian are now being mandated 
by their superiors to direct more 
attention to these models.  

Working with Sacramen-
to Steps Forward, a non-gov-
ernment organization, various 
agencies such as law enforce-
ment, mental health, home-
less, addiction, veteran’s affairs, 
medical health etc. are creating 
effective “wraparound” services 
to help ensure that issues such 
as The Revolving Door change 
into Doors of Opportunity for 
those needing help.

Those readers wishing to 
find out more about our po-
lice and safety in our neigh-
borhoods are invited to meet 
at Starbucks on 38th and J 
Street with East Sacramen-
to area Lt. Alisa Buckley 
Thursday Oct. 2 at 7 p.m.  
The meeting was set up by 
Eastsacpetpal.com owner 
Leanne Mack.

Crime up 50%: East Sacramento residents 
hear from authorities on safety issues

By MONica StarK
editor@valcomnews.com

McKinley Park’s Lady of the 
Lake, Judy McClaver, was as-
tonished when she came by the 
pond last week and saw the lake 
levels low and dead fish laying in 
mud and others floating on the 
surface after  maintenance was 
done on the filtration system by 
the city of Sacramento Parks 
and Recreation Department.

Linda Tucker, spokeswom-
an for the department, said 
the city stands by the loss of 
fish, noting the “situation has 
been resolved.”

“( Judy’s) our watchdog at 
McKinley Park and reports 
things and we are glad it got 
brought to our attention. It isn’t 
unusual we might lose some 
fish, but we have to clean out 
filtration system,” Tucker said.

The death toll of the fish 
population varies with the 
city saying about 11 or 12 
fish have died versus Judy’s 
account, which, according to 
her amounted to “30-plus.”

Included in her written state-
ment to the East Sacramen-
to News, Judy said: “The num-
ber of fish killed was more like 
30-plus, not 12, and that is not 
counting the dead ones eaten by 
turtles and ducks. Maintenance 
should not cause fish kills!”

The pond is home to fish 
including, koi, blue gill, carp 

and catfish. In an interview 
with this publication, Judy 
said she saw ducks and tur-
tles eating dead fish and thus 
she takes issue with the num-
ber of dead fish the city has 
reported. She said she saw a 
duck with its head in the wa-
ter feasting on dead blue gill 
floating all around it. 

City of Sacramento Parks 
and Recreation Director Jim 
Combs stopped by the pond 
on Friday afternoon between 
about 4 and 4:30 p.m. In an 
email that day to fellow staff, 
he reported: “The pond was 
pretty clean but I did see 
about five to six large dead 
fish and five to six small ones. 
The turtles are out in droves 
eating the fish.” Also, in the 
message, he directed staff to 
do another clean up on Satur-
day early morning.

Tucker said the draining be-
gan over a 24-hour period on 
Tuesday Sept. 9 and is typical 
of the routine for pond main-
tenance. “We have to drain 
the water to enter the filtra-
tion system and clean it prop-
erly of sludge and sentiment 
buildup. If it (it’s not cleaned), 
the entire pond’s health would 
be jeopardized.”

The health of the pond has 
been an issue for a long time 
as a Lake Management and 
Assessment Report, commis-
sioned by the city earlier this 
year identified dangerous lev-
els of E. coli. And after much 
insistence from neighbors to 
repair and clean it out, the 
city has set aside $225,000 
in Park Impact Fees and Qui-
mby funds to revamp the 

‘Routine 
maintenance’ 
of McKinley 
Pond led to 
the death of 
numerous fish

Photos by Judy McClaver
Shown here are a collection 
of photos which were taken 
by the Lady of the Lake, 
Judy McClaver last week at 
McKinley Park pond. Some 
show the low lake levels and 
others show the dead fish 
that surfaced as a result.

See Dead fish, page 13

Photo by Michael Saeltzer
Steve Cohn, headed up the crime meeting.
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For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

legal services nursing supervised home care

attention!

Your services are needed
call melissa todaY to place Your ad

(916) 429-9901
Day Club, Respite, 

Residential, Support Groups
& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

casey.s@chancellorhealthcare.com
www.reverecourt.com

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

Lic. #347001338/342

beautY service

In April, 2014 Lane Edwards, age 
32, incurred a Class A, C4 fracture 
from a diving accident in Thailand 
and is now a person living with quad-
riplegia. To support Lane through 
these difficult times, The Loving Lane 
non-profit was born. Loving Lane 
continues to raise funds to support 
Lane’s rehabilitation, physical therapy, 
and determination to become mobile 
again. Lane’s positive spirit and hum-
ble nature has touched the hearts of 
the Sacramento community.

On Sept. 19, Sacramento area Zum-
ba instructors will join Corene Mar-
shalek, owner of Zumba by Corene 
to raise $10,000 to support this ef-
fort. Corene united seven volunteer 
instructors* offering an array of flavor 
to put on a neon show you will nev-
er forget. Come join the “Zumbathon 
in Neon” fundraiser on Friday, Sept. 
19 from 7-9 p.m. at the Capital Ath-
letic Club; 1515 8th Street in down-

town Sacramento. Capital Athlet-
ic Club has donated the facilities and 
prizes for the Zumbathon in Neon. 
DJ Jammin Jo, also from Sacramen-
to will rock this two-hour neon and 
black light extravaganza. Join the par-
ty and bring the 80s back in your neon 
or white clothes and support The Lov-
ing Lane organization by dancing the 
night away.

Just some of the businesses in the 
area that have donated prizes and raf-
fle items include Scribner Bend Vine-
yards, Capital Athletic Club, Pipe 
Works, Laughs Unlimited, Red Hawk 
Casino, Wild Hawk Golf, Crocker 
Art Museum, Heart Zones USA, The 
Beauty Chateau, Heart Zones USA, 
and Blackbear Diners. Win big with 
the 50-50 cash raffle. Participants can 
also purchase a Loving Lane t-shirt 
and “Pimp it Out” Zumba-Style (cut 
it & shred it). At the Zumbathon in 
Neon you are guaranteed to have a 

neon blast! Dance, shrink, glow, drink 
and have fun whether a first timer or 
an experienced Zumba enthusiast.

Advance tickets available at http://
tinyurl.com/ZumbathonSac for $20 
donation, Group rate 3 for $30 (on-
line only). All donations are welcome 
with a $100 donation each donor re-
ceives a free Loving Lane t-shirt. All 
gross proceeds go to Loving Lane or-
ganization.

According to the event host Corene, 
“Zumba is a party that everyone can 
enjoy as it combines Latin, interna-
tional, and pop music into an infec-

tious fitness party; you forget it’s a 
workout. We, as Zumba instructors, 
want to share our love for fitness, and 
help provide Lane with the resources 
he needs for his rehabilitation.”

*Participating Instructors: 
Corene Marshalek-Zumba by 
Corene. Lori Diaz-West Sac Zum-
ba. Doris Perez-Dynamic Dance & 
Fitness. Tavio McAllister-Crunch 
& Max Fitness. Bo Bacho-Diver-
sity World of Dance. Traci Morey 
McCarley & Courtney Smith-Cap-
ital Athletic Club. Lorie Valdez 
Hobart-24 Hour Fitness. 

Zumbathon in neon: 
Sacramento Zumba instructors unite to 
dance the night away for a good cause

Lance Edwards experienced a horrible accident. Shown at left, before the accident and at right 
afterward.

See solution, page 24
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By laNce arMStrONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is part two 
of a two-part series about the 
future California Indian Heri-
tage Center.

The future California Indi-
an Heritage Center in West 
Sacramento, as explained 
in the first article of this se-
ries, is on course to open in 
less than a decade. The cen-
ter will replace the California 
State Indian Museum, which 
opened on the grounds of 
Sutter’s Fort in 1940.

In commenting about the 
initial phase of the proj-
ect, Dana Jones, district su-
perintendent of the Capital 
District for California State 
Parks, said that the closure of 
the present museum and the 
movement of its collection 
to the initial portion of the 
future center “will definitely 
happen in less than 10 years.” 
And she added, “The full 
build-out of the new project 
is more than 10 years (away 
from its completion).”

Curtis Park resident Larry 
Myers, who serves as presi-
dent of the California Indian 
Heritage Center Foundation, 
described the future center as 
a “necessary” place.

“It’s necessary (to build the 
center),” said Myers, who is 
a member of the Pinoleville 
Pomo Nation, a federally rec-
ognized tribe of the Pomo 
people in Mendocino Coun-
ty. “It’s something very vi-
tal. It’s something that the 
Indian community needs, 
that the citizens of Califor-
nia need. I think it’s some-
thing that can be just really 
great, and I think the Indians 
of California really deserve 
something like this.”

Myers, who moved to Sac-
ramento from the Mendoci-
no County city of Ukiah 
(where his tribe conducts its 
business) 35 years ago, spoke 
with much enthusiasm re-
garding the partnership that 
has been formed between 
the state and California Indi-
an tribes, in regard to the fu-
ture center, which will be lo-
cated across from Discovery 

Park, overlooking the conflu-
ence of the Sacramento and 
American rivers.

“What we anticipate is the 
tribes are going to be the 
leaders in what the (center’s) 
designs are going to look like, 
what needs to be displayed 
and how its going to be dis-
played,” Myers said. “So, it’s 
not going to be up to me or 
the State Parks to say this 
is what we’re going to dis-
play at this time. The tribes, 
they know their history and 
they know what’s important 
to them, so they can say this 
is important to be displayed 
right now and we want to 
make changing exhibits. Ob-
viously, there are going to be 
a lot more displays than what 
is currently in the state Indi-
an Museum.

“That’s what makes this 
partnership so unique is it’s 
state parks’ property, and 
state parks is going to play 
a big role in it, but it’s (the 
tribes’) culture and it’s their 
heritage and it’s important 
that they are the driving force 
behind the story that is told.

“What state parks is excit-
ed about is the ability to cre-
ate this new idea of a part-
nership and allow the people 
whose culture it is to be able 
to tell their story. I think 
we’re kind of creating a new 
future for partnerships in 
state parks.”

Myers said that there have 
been many efforts to encour-
age more California Indian 
tribe members to become in-
volved with the project.

“We need people that 
want to preserve (their his-
tory),” Myers said. “You need 
people that are interested in 
their culture, and want to 
preserve it and want to share 
it. We need them involved in 
what we do and how we do 
it. And, right now I think 
and feel we (will not) get ex-
citement until we start to 
build. I think the communi-
ty is going to be sort of sit-
ting there watching. For the 
last 25 years or so, I’ve been 
involved in trying to get this 
thing completed and work-
ing at it and talking to peo-
ple. There have been efforts 

in the past to try to (get 
more people involved). The 
community has got to the 
point of (wondering), ‘Well, 
maybe it will happen, may-
be not.’ (A) just wait and see 
kind of thing.”

Although it was reported 
by this publication on April 
15, 2010 that the new cen-
ter had been scheduled to 
open during the summer of 
2016, Ileana Maestas, envi-
ronmental coordinator for 

California Indian 
Heritage Center: 
A partnership between state and tribes

Photo courtesy of California State Parks 
The annual Gathering of Honored Elders event will be held next year on the grounds of the future California Indian Heritage 
Center.

Photo courtesy of California State Parks

(above) The future 
California Indian 
Heritage Center will 
be located on this 
property, along the 
Sacramento River in 
West Sacramento.

(left) The site of the 
future Indian center is 
outlined in yellow in 
this aerial photograph.

Photo courtesy of California State Parks 

the capital district and for-
mer curator of the Indian 
museum, assures the com-
munity that the extension 
for the opening of the mu-
seum simply comes with 
the territory of establishing 
a new museum.

“Well, I think (people 
are) kind of holding their 
breaths, because this project 
has been going on so long,” 
Maestas said. “Everybody 
has the same question, ‘Why 

is this taking so long?’ I to-
tally understand that. But it’s 
not a project that’s been pas-
sive by any means. Coming 
from someone who worked 
in the museum world, to get 
a museum off the ground, 
it takes time, and I think 
it has taken extra time, be-
cause of the whole state pro-
cess. When I look at some 
of the other major museums 
that have been created, they 
take time.”

pond, which is estimated to 
be complete by next year.

They’ll drain it, erect a fence 
around it, but someone will 
need to find homes for all the 
wildlife living there. At the 
time, Combs said in a phone 
interview: “You can’t just 
clean these ponds every year. 
It’s not like your bathtub. We 
have to relocate the animals. 
It’s a big undertaking.”

He also said, when describ-
ing next year’s project, as the 
pond empties, staff will mon-
itor the drains and pipes: “We 
don’t know what we will find 
as we restore it. We would 
like to continue to put a fence 
around the pond. That would 
help monitor the crowds.”

Upset by the loss of fish at 
the pond due to the mainte-

nance of the filtration system, 
Judy said: “(The city) made 
the assumption that fish could 
live in the sludge at bottom of 
pond....they obviously can’t!”

On Tuesday, July 29, the city 
council voted unanimously to 
hire a wildlife biologist which 
will schedule the renovation 
and cleaning. And, the next 
morning on Wednesday, July 
30, Councilmember Steve 
Cohn explained he made his 
two selections for the District 
3/McKinley Park portion 
of the Advisory Committee: 
Judy and Greg Lim.

Tucker said the city is cur-
rently interviewing a candi-
date for the wildlife biologist 
position (a volunteer posi-
tion) and will be making a de-
cision soon.

“Ponds are beautiful. They at-
tract wildlife and visitors. And 
we need to have a better handle 
on renovation,” she said.

Dead fish:
Continued from page 7
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By MONica StarK
editor@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: An upcoming is-
sue of the East Sacramento News 
will feature, in more depth, the 
new Tahoe Park pub theater, 
Public House Theater. A previ-
ous story can be read by search-
ing for “pub theater” on our web-
site, www.valcomnews.com

A transformation of the Ta-
hoe Food Market on 14th Ave-
nue is complete. Just last March, 
the inside was a bit of a disas-
ter area with wet plaster dry-
ing over large holes in the walls. 
There were bars on the win-
dows. Just last week, Jackie Na-
dile the visionary and business 
owner of the latest incarnation 
of the space, called the East Sac-
ramento News with exciting 
news. “We’re just about to open. 
It’s looking like next week.”  

Sure enough, the place looks 
good to go. Upon arrival to 5440 
14th Ave., Jackie opens the doors 
to what she and her husband Alan 
Lee have named, Public House 
Theater. Rows of old Del Paso 
Theatre chairs, obtained from Al-
an’s boss, line the inside as red cur-
tains border a large movie screen. 
Also in the seating area is a com-
fortable couch and the kind of re-
cliners you just sink into.

Behind the seating area, in 
a separate room, is the bar, 
which features beer from West 
Sacramento micro-brew, Bike 
Dog (whose owner, like Jack-
ie, is a Tahoe Park resident.) 
Jackie said she hosted a pri-
vate party for friends there last 
weekend who really enjoyed 
the beer from Bike Dog. 

Whereas most movie the-
aters charge a lot for popcorn 
and soda pop to recoup the 
costs of proceeds lost from tick-
et sales to the movie compa-
nies, Nadile said she’s hoping to 
keep the prices down. With reg-
ular menu items such as sand-
wiches, paninis and pizza, Pub-
lic House Theater will also offer 
specials from time-to-time from 
local restaurants, including sushi 
night with sake and fare from 
Kansai Ramen & Sushi House 
(2992 65th St.,Ste. 288).

Jackie said if she can find Easy 
Rider on Blue-Ray she will 
show that opening night, Fri-
day, Sept. 26 and from opening 
day on, she plans on keeping the 
theater open for Monday Night 
Football games, as well as movie 
nights Friday and Saturday and 
Sunday matinee. Food and drink 
will be served in a laid back at-
mosphere.  All showings will be 
free for the first three weeks. To 
start, only snacks, beer, and wine 
will be served. Sandwiches and 
pizzas will be soon.

It’s show time!
Tahoe Park pub theater to have 
debut movie next week

Do you 
have a 
story? 
Tell it to us. 

e-mail Monica: 
editor@valcomnews.com

Photo by Monica Stark
Jackie Nadile, owner of Public House 
Theater, has worked tirelessly with her 
husband Alan Lee to get the new pub 
theater ready for opening night, which 
is set for Friday, Sept. 26.

Don’t let pain sideline your life 
We know that living with hip and knee pain is, well, a pain. That’s why we 
specialize in orthopedic care, treating a wide variety of conditions from arthritis 
to sports injuries. And should you need surgery, it is comforting to know that 
Sutter Medical Center, Sacramento ranks No. 1 in California for Joint Replacement 
according to CareChex®. And that’s another way we plus you. 

sutterorthopedics.org

Thomas Blumenfeld, M.D.,
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Cloyce, Joint Replacement 
Patient
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Faces and Places: 

Sweating for McKinley
Photos by StePheN crOwley

A good ol’ fashioned Sweat-a-thon was held on Satur-
day, Sept. 13 to raise money for the McKinley Rose Gar-
den and Clunie Community Center. The event included 
a health fair, yoga, Thai Chi, Kettle Bell Boot Camp ac-
tion as well as nutrition tips and ‘Blood Pressure Basics 
with Nurse Bubbles.’

1014 24th Street, Sacramento

916.337.3370
Tuesday-Sunday 11-4pm • Closed Monday

• Specialty Organic         & Vegan Cookies
• Pupcakes - Freshly Baked• Birthdays for your pup

DOG BAKERY & BOUTIQUE
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I discharged from the U.S. Army in Europe dur-
ing April of 1971.  After that, I traveled through 
Austria, Yugoslavia and Italy with my friend Jeff 
Lucas.  Then we had to return to West Germany 
in July so Jeff could go back to the Pennsylvania to 
interview for a teaching position. 

After arriving back in Germany, we sold our 
car and I bought a train ticket for Barcelona, 
Spain.  I left Germany the next day, and when I 
arrived in Barcelona, I went straight to a camp 
ground called the Laughing Whale.  It sat right 
on a beautiful section of Mediterranean beach 
and teamed with European travelers.

Once there, I pitched my tent and went right 
down to the beach.  There, nestled on the sand, 
were three Australian guys I had met in Ven-
ice, Italy.  They were very happy to recognize a 
fellow traveler so I sat down next to them and 
struck up a conversation.

They had been in Barcelona for about a week 
and were planning to travel up to Pamplona in 
the north of Spain for famous “running of the 
bulls.”   They asked me if I wanted to come along.  
I said yes, and two days later, off we went. 

We went to Pamplona, ran with the bulls, 
and partied for about three straight days be-
fore heading off for Torremolinos on the 
southwestern coast of Spain in an area called 
Costa del Sol (the sun coast). 

We arrived there three days later, and took 
up residence in a camp ground located next to 
a resort with a high rise hotel, restaurant, bar 
and massive swimming pool. 

We went right down to the hotel to check 
out the scene.  It was crawling with European 
travelers, mostly young women, there on sum-
mer holiday.  We had discovered paradise.

We took up a strategic location in the bar, or-
dered beer, and checked out the action by the 
pool.  I noticed immediately that a group of guys 
were sitting near the pool, playing guitars and at-
tracting a crowd.  So I pulled my harmonicas out 
of my pocket and went down to join them. 

Once there, I blew a few notes and figured 
out they were playing traditional blues songs 
in the key of A.  Then, I started accompanying 
them with my harmonica.  After finishing an 
instrumental song, they asked me if I would 
sing a song.  I said yes, and told them to play 
“Little Red Rooster” in the key of A. It went 
great.  They liked my singing and my harmon-
ica playing, and I hung out with them the rest 
of the day.  I already loved Torremolinos. 

I ended the day with an attractive young 
French girl named Lucianne.  Life was good.

I spent several weeks with the Australians in 
Torremolinos.  We went to a bull fight, featur-
ing the famous matador, El Cordoba.  We trav-
eled up the coast to Malaga, where we spent an 
afternoon in a Bodega drinking fortified wine 
and eating tapas, mostly fresh sea food.

I had a fabulous time there.  It was the per-
fect time and place for a young American man 
to be in that wonderful sea coast city.  Now it’s 
just another incredible Janey Way memory.

  Janey Way Memories:  

Torremolinos
By Marty relleS
marty@valcomnews.com

The St. Francis volley-
ball team defeated Chris-
tian Brothers 3-1 Wednes-
day, Sept. 3 in front of sold 
out crowd of 1,200 cheering 
students and fans from both 
schools in the annual Holy 
Court matchup.

“They played together as a 
team and they played for each 
other,” said Head Coach Al-
ynn Wright. “Each kid real-
ly had key plays at big times. 
I was really excited for them. 
They have been working very, 
very hard. The seniors dream 
about this game. I am really 
proud and excited for them.”

St. Francis won the open-
ing set in a tight battle that 
saw each team hold leads 
and featured numerous ties. 
The Troubadours finally 
prevailed 27-25 to fuel the 
home crowd.

 “I told the kids before we 
started to have fun and look 
around and enjoy the mo-
ment,” said Wright. “For some, 
they will never play in a match 
like this ever even in their col-
legiate career. The Zoo was 
amazing and the Christian 
Brothers fans were amazing. 
It made for a really fun atmo-
sphere. There was great sports-
manship on both sides.”

St. Francis built on the mo-
mentum from the first set to 
cruise to a 25-13 win in the 
second set. But Christian 
Brothers, the no. 1 ranked 
team in the Sacramento Bee 
volleyball poll, fought back to 
take the third game 25-22.

The Troubadours (8-1) 
were playing for the second 
consecutive night after losing 
to Oak Ridge in four sets in 
the Foundation game Tues-
day night.

St. Francis sealed the 
win in the fourth with a 
25-19 victory.

“It feels so great and we 
are so pumped,” said senior 
Marissa Gollnick. “We talk-
ed about keeping our energy 
up. We started a little SLOW 
in the third game but in the 
fourth we really tried to cele-
brate every small point.”

Wright said her squad re-
corded a good team win led 
by several statistical stand-
outs in the contest. Senior 
Kyle Green had a team-best 
20 kills, while Mary-Kate 
Schildmeyer added nine 
and Lizzy Corfee notched 
eight. Three players had dou-
ble-digit digs led by Maddy 
Miller with 22. Junior Ma-
rie Rhoads recorded 18 digs 
and Ashley Sutter added 14 
in the contest.

“Marissa played a terrif-
ic game and it was some of 
the best setting she has done,” 
said Wright. “She got to a lot 
of balls. There were a lot of 
players that stood out. It was 
a good team win. We did not 
rely on one kid. Everyone 
stepped up.”

Senior Carey Fuchs had 
a team-best eight blocks in 
the game.

“It is so exciting to win in 
senior year,” said Miller. “We 

St. Francis volleyball 
sweeps Christian 
Brothers highlighted 
by 3-1 varsity win

stay focused and disciplined 
on defense and knowing 
where the hitters were going 
to hit.”

St. Francis will play their 
third match in three nights 
Thursday as defending 
state champion Granite Bay 
visits for another match-
up between two of the ar-
ea’s top squads. Granite Bay 
went 3-0 against St. Fran-
cis, winning the Sac-Joa-
quin Section and Nor Cal 
Championships over the 
Troubadours.

“To be the best you have to 
play the best,” said Wright. 

“We have our work cut out 
for us.”

The freshmen team start 
the night at 4:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by the JV (5:30 p.m.) 
and varsity contests.

St. Francis swept all 
three matches with Chris-
tian Brothers Tuesday as the 
freshmen and junior varsity 
teams both recorded wins in 
their season openers.

Photo courtesy
St. Francis girls celebrate a big win.
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Black Parallel 
School Board
By KAREN DEVANEY

Editor’s Note: This article is precursor 
to more discussion on education and the 
upcoming Nov. 11 election, in which, in 
East Sacramento, Ellen Cochrane is run-
ning against incumbent Jeff Cuneo.

Imagine a middle grade or high 
school student being suspended for 
dropping a pencil in class. Sounds 
ludicrous right? Yet, in the Sacra-
mento County Unified School Dis-
trict, students are suspended liter-
ally at the drop of a hat. It’s called 
“willful defiance” and lays at the dis-
cretion of the teacher.  

For African American students in 
the Sacramento school district this 
has been a reality they face along-
side staggering dropout statistics. 
The Black Parallel School Board, a 
community organization, began to 
ask why—why was the education 
of African American students in a 
critical state. 

Despite their efforts, the SCUSD 
had failed to meet target goals for “elim-
inating the achievement gap” for Afri-
can American students. Out of frus-
tration and a desire to empower, the 
BPSB was founded by Dr. Otis Scott, 
former Dean of Sacramento State and 
Carl Pinkston, former chair of the Ed-
ucation Committee. Together they be-
gan to close the academic chasm from 
the inside out by giving voice to the Af-
rican American community.  

Pinkston, a community organiz-
er and passionate activist brought 
together parents, teachers, and stu-
dents who were suffering poor 

achievement questioning them about 
the source of this dilemma. Where 
did the root of the African Ameri-
can academic obstacle stem? In ad-
dition, he worked with the NAACP 
utilizing their national research 
findings. Pinkston found “there was 
a reoccurring theme” parents in the 
district had not been taken serious 
when they went to the School Board 
with their concerns. 

As if giving a spiel, parents were al-
lotted a mere two-minute slot at dis-
trict meetings. And to add injury to 
insult, their issues were never put on 
the agenda. Parental voices fell on 
deaf ears and the perpetuation of the 
academic gap continued. 

The Black Parallel School Board 
did more than merely acknowledge 
the gravity of the situation for Black 
students they worked to form struc-
tural changes that would pave way 
for a more positive future. Perma-
nent changes were set in place heal-
ing the crux and setting long term 
goals. Pinkston stressed, “We are 
not a coalition, we have long term 
vision.” Rather than complaining 
about the status quo the BPSB en-
couraged the community to be a 
force that makes valuable and last-
ing changes for their children. 

One glaring difference between the 
Black Parallel School Board and oth-
er organizations that do similar work, 
is their array of representation. The 
BPSB is an assemblage of educators, 
parents, organizers, lawyers, politi-
cians and students. 

Pinkston explained that because of 
this they do not have to rely on “out-
side resources or think tanks” such as 
foundations for their research. They 
have the competency to do the work 
within the organization.  

“We generate all of our own re-
ports and they are specific to the 

area,” Pinkston continued. In other 
words, the research and programs 
they instigate are born out of the 
concerns unique to the Sacramen-
to community. 

Why parallel school board—the 
word itself embodies the ideolo-
gy of the BPSB as they operate in 
conjunction with the district. Side 
by side in the trenches for educa-
tional freedom the Board Parallel 
School Board works for the bet-
terment of African American stu-
dents. Although their focus is on 
decreasing the achievement gap for 
African American students, they 
are advocates for all students be-
ing underserved regardless of race, 
creed, or color.   

So what effect has the Black Par-
allel School Board had on students? 
Graduation rates are on the rise and 
teen leadership has grown. A group 
of trained teens called Zero Toler-
ance has spawned. These are high 
school students involved in state 
wide work; creating and signing of 
petitions that they have present-
ed to the governor (in person), they 
have spoken at senate hearings, and 
at schools throughout the district. 
Rather than squabbling over educa-
tional injustice, the BPSB has pro-
vided a platform for young people 
to create effective reforms that will 
bridge communities and close those 
appalling academic gaps. 

Because of their long range multi-
pronged approach, successes have 
been like climbing a mountain one 
step at a time. Pinkston notes that 
“We have engaged more parents of 
color in the school site council. We 
have created an alternative bud-
get as we know more about the lo-
cal control funding providing more 
funding for those schools that need 
it the most. ” Pinkston explained 

that the idea of the district having 
more than one budget was revolu-
tionary and that effective change 
takes patient persistence. 

“Today about 90 percent of the 
people hindering change are gone 
as they were not curriculum lead-
ers.” Pinkston claims. But persnick-
ety hurdles still persist; shunting 
resources to schools with lower grad-
uation rates has yet to happen. The 
issue of expulsion continues to be a 
huge component of the academic gap. 
The disparity between black student 
suspensions per year continues to be 
higher than other ethnicities with 
“will-full defiance” accounting for 30 
percent of those expulsions. Out of 
that 30 percent to 45 percent are Af-
rican American students. 

Pinkston explains that the Black 
Parallel School Board is part of a 
network in Chicago, New York, Phil-
adelphia, and Los Angeles that share 
information. The BPSB worked with 
the district on their policies around 
expulsion and “was able to get the 
process passed. We are now in the 
middle of implementation.” Pinkston 
explained. This “implementation” 
phase will require training janitors 
to principals in order to create a suc-
cessful shift. 

Like a wound that needs to heal 
from the inside out Pinkston empha-
sizes that “We approach problems like 
doctors we are not going to give you 
some medicine and send you home. 
We are going to take you to surgery.” 

“We are not a quick fix. We have a 
lot of work still ahead of us. We are 
here to stay.”

For more information about the 
Black Parallel School Board or on 
how to get involved their website 
is www.blackparallelschoolboard.
com They also have a fantastic 
Facebook page. 

Shrinking Academic Gap from the Inside Out: 
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An artist can’t record a song with-
out the words and music of a song-
writer, but a catchy ditty with a 
good hook line can catapult an art-
ist to the top.

The recording artist is always on the 
lookout for THAT BIG HIT.

That’s where the Nashville Song-
writers Association International 
comes into play. NSAI is the world’s 
largest not-for-profit songwriters’ 
trade association. Established in 
1967, the membership of more than 
5,000 active and pro members spans 
the United States and six other coun-
tries. NSAI is dedicated to protect-
ing the rights of and serving aspir-
ing and professional songwriters in 
all musical genres.

The Northern California chapter is 
located right here in Sacramento and 
has more than 450 members.

The Northern California Chap-
ter of the NSAI gathers at the Si-
erra 2 Center in Curtis Park on the 
second Wednesday night of each 
month. They get together to dis-
cuss and share their songs, bounc-
ing ideas off of one another in a 
supportive and collaborative way. 
It’s a great way for them to inspire 
each other and have fun too.

I spoke with Gabrielle Kennedy, 
who is the Northern California co-
ordinator for the NSAI and she told 
me, “We have pros, people that make 
their living being songwriters and 
musicians, come to Sacramento from 
Nashville quite often.”

A wide range of music industry 
professionals travel from Nash-
ville several times a year to visit 
the local chapter of the NSAI. Last 
month, Rick Beresford, best known 
as the writer of the George Jones 
hit “If the Drinkin’ Don’t Kill Me 
Her Memory Will,” hosted an all 
day workshop and gave feedback to 
folks attending. In September, Dan 
Hodges, a prominent music pub-
lisher, will be looking for songs to 
pitch to today’s country stars in a 
special event being held at Side-
door Studios in Fair Oaks.

Another special event that will be 
held in late September is a workshop 
called “Arranging The Hits,” where 
writers can find out how to write 
and record their songs to sound 
like commercial hits. Larry Beaird 
from Nashville-based Beaird Mu-
sic Group will be hosting the work-
shop. He’s one of Nashville’s top 
musicians who has played on the re-
cordings of stars like Rascal Flatts, 
Faith Hill and Trace Adkins.

Members of the NSAI get feedback 
based on what their goals are. “Not ev-
erybody’s goal is to be on the radio, 
but if your goal is to be on the radio, 
then there is a certain type of struc-
ture that’s more common. You want 

it to be catchy and have a good hook,” 
Gabrielle said.

Most country music artists do not 
write their own songs, but there’s ac-
tually a greater opportunity in country 
versus pop to be a songwriter because 
your chances of getting something 
commercially cut are greater. “But it’s 
really tough,” Gabrielle told me.

If you are a member of the NSAI, 
you can send a song in once a month 
and they’ll have a pro critique it for 
you and send it back. You get profes-
sional guidance.

Members are also supporting one of 
the only organizations that go to Con-
gress and lobby for the rights of song-
writers. “That’s what NSAI’s primary 
purpose is,” Gabrielle said.

You’re paying a yearly due to fight 
legislation and to make sure your 
rights as a songwriter are protected. 
Right now they’re trying to get the 
royalty rate for songwriters increased 
for digital music. Currently the song-
writers get 9 cents, and if they collab-
orate, they have to divvy that up.

NSAI is more important than ever 
due to the digital world like streaming 
music through Pandora. Pandora is a 
little “loosey goosey” when it comes to 
reporting which songs and artists are 
being listened to. It’s very difficult to 
keep track.

Gabrielle, who worked for CBS/
Sacramento radio 10 years ago, set 
her radio career aside and decided 
to pursue her music dreams. She 
initially started a band with her sis-
ter called Gabscourt. Her sister got 
married and had two children and 
that left Gabrielle to continue to 
pursue her singer-songwriting ca-
reer alone.

Gabrielle excitedly told me it looks 
as though she may get her first label 
cut soon. An artist named Canaan 
Smith signed to Mercury Records 
and he’s going to be coming out with 
his first album after the first of the 
year. They wrote a song five years 
ago with “some guy from Bermuda 
named Richard” as they like to re-
fer to him.

Richard Bassett and Gabrielle actu-
ally met at an NSAI event in Lake Ta-
hoe and began to collaborate. A Nash-
ville publisher came to Sacramento 
at an NSAI event and she pitched 
the song to him and he loved it! He 
thought they both had a lot of talent 
so he invited them to come to Nash-
ville to write with some seasoned 
Nashville writers.

“That was my first introduction 
about how Nashville does its song-
writing. From that initial trip, I met 
Caanan and we all started writing 
songs together. One of those songs 
we wrote with him is looking like it’s 
gonna be a part of his first album,” 
Gabrielle said.

I mentioned to her “I bet that’s ex-
citing,” and she told me, “Until it’s at 
Target or I can go to iTunes to buy it, 
I’m not gonna believe it til I see it.”

The song titled, “This Cigarette,” 
is about how a love, or person you’re 
in a relationship with, can treat you 
like their cigarette. “It’s kind of gritty 
country,” Gabrielle told me.

In a matter of time
You’re gonna burn me again
Light me up just long enough
For me to feel like it’s something
You’ll give me what I want
Pressing me to your lips
But you’ll put me out again
Like the end of this cigarette
She sent me the demo and I have 

a feeling the song will be headed to 
iTunes and the Target on Broadway 
next year!

You also may run into Gabrielle in 
the aisles at Target too, since she’s a 
Land Park resident.

Another member of the local chap-
ter of the NSAI is Ted Bazarnik. He 
also lives in Land Park. He’s 72 years 
old and he’s not satisfied sitting around 
watching Matlock reruns, although he 
did quip, “I sometimes do that too.”

“When I was young, I was a mu-
sician,” Ted said. He started making 
music when he was about 16 years old 
in Auburn, New York. Mainly rock 
and roll and R&B. They performed on 
the college circuit: Syracuse Universi-
ty, Cornell, Colgate, and all those plac-
es back in the 1950s into the 1960s.

His band was called “Chuck Rub-
berlegs Shady and the Esquires,” 
which is quite a mouthful.

He decided to get out of the music 
business and go into law enforcement. 
He has a degree in Criminal Justice 
and worked for the University of Cali-
fornia Police Department for 20 years. 
When he retired, he went to Utah and 
worked for the State Department Of 
Public Safety for 17 years and while 
he was in Utah he became interested 
in country music.

Ted went from fighting crime to 
writing country songs.

“I dated a cowgirl for awhile and 
she loved country music.” It kind of 
rubbed off on Ted. “She loved to sing 
along to all the country songs in the 
car.” He thought the music had great 
storytelling.

Ted was inspired to write her a song 
and everybody loved it. It was called “A 
Girl Named Tracey.” They still keep in 
touch to this day.

He got serious about song-writing 
once he moved back to California. Ted 
thought to himself, “I need something to 
do. I’m too old to get out on the road and 
play clubs and stuff…I’m 72 and have 
bad knees. But my brain still works!”

He started surfing the web and 
found NSAI. He went down to Nash-
ville to visit a friend and he “fell in love 
with the place. I absolutely went crazy. 
I stopped by the NSAI office and told 
them, ‘sign me up.’”

When he got back to Sacramento, 
he contacted Gabrielle Kennedy, who 
headed up the Sacramento chapter, 
and that’s how it all started.

Ted isn’t afraid of technology either. He 
uses Facebook regularly and even pitched 
his first demo via Skype. He pitched it to 

They write the songs in Sacramento

By MatiaS a. BOMBal

The last of Sacramen-
to’s great movie theaters to 
be built, The Crest, which 
opened Oct. 6, 1949 amid 
searchlights and movie 
stars in-person for the pre-
miere of M-G-M’s “ That 
Midnight Kiss”, faces an un-
known future as the build-
ing’s owner is forcing the 
tenant/operator, CSLM, 
Inc. out of business with an 
impossible rent increase.

On that opening night 
in 1949, as may be seen in 
a Fox-Movietone newsreel 
of the event, Governor Earl 
Warren told the more than 
5,000-person crowd assem-
bled on K Street: “This is a 
great event tonight ... We’re 
very proud of this new the-
ater, and I’m sure the peo-
ple of Sacramento will give 
it their patronage because 
it deserves it.” The Gover-
nor was right, and for many 
years to come the venerable 
theater, designed architec-
turally in a late 1940s “Skou-
ras Style” was the zenith of 
excellence in movie presen-
tation. The theater was built 
in 1949 with all new state-
of-the-art electrical, plumb-
ing, and HVAC.

It was constructed in the 
gutted shell, or outer four 
walls of the 1913 structure 
that had once housed the 
Hippodrome Theatre and 
initially, the short lived Em-
press Theatre, which closed 
after only one year. The 
Empress operators, Sulli-
van and Considine, Ponzi 
schemers, were run out of 
town leaving the investors 
holding the bag.

Fox-West Coast operat-
ed the entirely new Crest 
Theatre, “ The Place to Go” 
from 1949, through some 
internal changes with-
in their own company, in-
cluding a rebranding as 
National General Theatres 
through mid 1979. Inde-
pendent exhibitor Ron 
Morgan’s Morgan Cine-
mas gave it a short run in 
the early 1980s. By then 
the combined elements of 
urban sprawl and the in-
creasing greed of the movie 
distributors made the op-
eration of the Crest impos-

sible for showing movies 
alone and it closed. Herb 
Liverette tried to turn it 
into a dinner theater in 
1984, with grandiose plans 
for a remodel designed by 
noted Sacramento archi-
tect David Mogavero. The 
slogan “Our Quest, Save 
the Crest” fell on deaf ears.

During that time I was in 
my early teens, and fascinat-
ed by old theaters, I’d run 
all over the place while Liv-
erette’s team tried to raise 
funds. I was trained as a vol-
unteer relief projectionist by 
both Mario Menconi and 
Kenny Smith. Thus, at that 
early age I became famil-
iar with the entire physical 
plant of the Crest Theatre 
and how all of its systems 
worked. When the dinner 
theater plans were canceled, 
Liverett moved on, and just 
as today, the Crest’s future 
was uncertain.

In 1986 the present era of 
the Crest’s life, and perhaps 
most significant, began 
when Linda McDonagh, 
operator of the Palms Play-
house in Davis, sought a 
larger venue for music con-
certs that needed a bigger 
space than she had in her 
rustic barn in Davis. Her 
attitude was “How about 
we clean it up as it is?” I ap-
proached her with the idea 
of showing classic films in 
the style of bygone days 
with short subjects on days 
the theater was not used for 
the live shows she wished to 
present.  She got a friend to 
back her financially, Char-
lie Soderquist, and the ini-
tials of the two became the 
name of their new compa-
ny: CSLM, Inc. CSLM then 
leased the building, taking 
operation on Oct. 1, 1986.

CSLM’s other partners, 
Andy Field, Gary Schored-
er, and Bill Heberger then 
took most of October and 
the first half of November 
cleaning up the theater, and 
upgrading anything neces-
sary to make it fully func-
tional and compliant with 
the needs of any modern 
building. The theater re-
opened with a gala black 
tie presentation of “Singin’ 
in the Rain” with the film’s 
star, Donald O’ Connor, 
in-person, Nov. 18, 1986.  I 

was CSLM’s first employ-
ee and managed the theater 
for a short period, then 
stayed on to handle public-
ity, book movies, and em-
cee events until I was fired 
in 1991. In an era before 
DVDs, TCM, Netflix, and 
the smart phone, you could 
not really find classic mov-
ies any other way. 

In October 1986, I 
brought a young lady into 
the group from United 
Artists’ Theatre on Ar-
den Way. “Sid” or Laura 
Garcia, would become the 
shining light of the Crest 
to the present for CSLM.  
She has managed the the-
ater for 25 of the 28 years 
CSLM has had the stew-
ardship of this important 
cultural icon of the city. 
She took the torch and ran 
with it. In that time, hopes 
that were only dreams at 
the beginning were ful-
ly realized: first and fore-
most, the preservation of 
the building in as close to 
its original 1949 state as 
possible, the relighting of 
its magnificent miles of 
marquee neon in 1991, the 
restoration of the stage 
drapery, and the fact that 
the doors were open to 
one and all for all types 

of events for both patrons 
and event promoters.

The value of the CSLM, 
Inc.’s operation of the 
Crest and their contribu-
tion to the fabric of the 
Sacramento community 
and beyond is self-evident. 
Great live shows, wonder-
ful movies, and special 
events have created cher-
ished memories and cap-
tured the imagination of 
all who experienced them. 
The entertainment knowl-
edge accrued in 28 years 
shows that CSLM knows 
its craft in this particular 
venue better than anyone 
in this market. This brings 
us to the present dilemma 
that they now face.

In 2011, Robert Emer-
ick, a wastewater treat-
ment engineer (sewage) 
with no theatrical experi-
ence, purchased for $2.8 
million what he calls “His-
toric Crest Commercial 
Center” on his Facebook 
page. According to an Aug. 
26 Sacramento Bee article 
by Cathie Anderson, Mr. 
Emerick further states that 
CSLM was paying well less 
than half market rent, at 40 
cents per square foot.

I would offer that the 
square foot market value 

for a theater space should 
not be valued the same as 
office or industrial on the 
basis that the space within 
the square footage of these 
structures is utilized dif-
ferently. With the glacier-
like move of the forthcom-
ing sports arena, no doubt 
square footage values will 
be on the rise, and clever 
investors are buying any 
property they can now, to 
cash in after the arena is a 
going concern.

Mr. Emerick is quoted in 
the same Bee article with 
statements that did not 
make sense to me, based 
on my own past experi-
ence with the building and 
the nature of the theatrical 
business. He says: “ There’s 
plumbing in the theaters 
that’s 100 years old.” In ac-
tuality, the plumbing was 
entirely new in 1949, as 
city construction permit 
records indicate. 

Emerick additional-
ly says that “ The Crest’s 
air-conditioning system 
must be replaced, at a cost 
of $100,000, because the 
state is banning the re-
frigerant it uses by 2020.” 
Although the latter part 

Opinion

Crest Theatre faces unknown future after Oct. 31

See Crest, page 26

Photo courtesy of Dolores Greenslate/Portuguese Historical Society Collection.
Sacramento Bee photo of the Crest Theatre’s original opening night, October 6, 1949.

Photo by Greg Brown
Shown here are local members of the Nashville Songwriters Association. The local chapter meets at 
Sierra 2. 

See Songwriters, page 25
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ADDITION SPECIALIST YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

CLEANING

CABINETS - KITCHEN & BATH

HANDYMAN 

PAINTING

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

PAINTING

FENCING

GET READY FOR FALL!
HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING 
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 17 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

GARY’S PAINTING
CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL                   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR OVER 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE WITH PRIDE

EXCELLENT REFERENCES       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

“Member BBB”

PAINTING

ROONEY’S 
PLUMBING

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

 456-7777

LANDSCAPE
MAINTENANCE
• WEEKLY YARD CARE
• ONE TIME CLEAN-UP

LANDSCAPE HANDYMAN

20  years experience
Extensive plant knowledge

CALL 612-3601
FREE Estimates!

Your services are 
needed! 

Call (916) 429-9901 
and reserve your 

space on the 
East Sacramento 

News 

CUSTOM CONCRETE

3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

East Sac Specialists
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

tree service

tree servicetree service

NOW is tHe PerFect tiMe FOr
HOMe iMPrOveMeNts

 call Melissa at (916) 429-9901!

SAVE THE DATE!
Holy Spirit Parish & Saint Vincent de Paul Society 

Fundraiser-Shred Event

Saturday, September 27, 2014
9 a.m. to noon in the Church Parking Lot

Church office - (916) 443-5442––3159 Land Park Drive, Sacramento, 95818
$10 donation per file box

(on-site shredding by Iron Mountain Shredding Co.)

Proceeds go directly toward food, clothing, furniture, emergency housing 
& utility assistance to individuals/families in need.

JFK Class of ‘74 - 40 Year Reunion
October 11,2014   6 p.m. -11 p.m.

Embassy Suites
100 Capitol Mall

Sacramento CA 95814

To stay current on reunion information, follow the reunion Facebook page
at John F. Kennedy HS, Sacramento CA Class of 1974
For Further Information, contact Kevin Scott at Kevin.scott@norne.
com or at (213) 926-2626.

Mix Mingle and 
Catch Up With
Classmates!

$75 per person 
(if purchased by Oct. 3rd)

100.00 per person 
(if purchased at the door)

45th YEAR REUNION of the JFK Class of 1969
October 18, 2014

Dante Club– 6 p.m.
2330 Fair Oaks Blvd, Sacramento, Ca 95825

http://www.danteclub.com/

Alumni should also visit the 
class website and complete 
profile information: www.

jfk69.com

RSVP: Mark Carlos 6751 Swenson Way, 
Sacto, CA 95831– (916) 870-3154 
or email: mdcarlos@gmail.com

$65 per person, includes entertaiment–
by our own alumni–Al Skinner (not to be missed)

CALL AND 
PLACE 

YOUR EVENT 
TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

The event will be held at a private residence. For more information contact: 
Janis (Chapman) LaBella (916) 704-9464 or janis.labella@att.net

Dennis Baer (916) 393-7839 or dbaer1@pacbell.com

50 - YEAR REUNION
FOR THE CLASS OF 1964  – FROM LUTHER BURBANK

September 20, 2014
2 to 7 p.m.

$35.00 includes catered food/beverages/music
Casual Attire

Holiday Craft Faire
Saturday, November 1

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Mission Oaks 

Community Center
4701 Gibbons Drive,

Carmichael
972-0336
MORPD.COM

CALL AND PLACE YOUR 
EVENT TODAY!

(916) 429-9901
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HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster,  Stucco,  Repai rs  and 
Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call 
Steven at 230-2114.

#1 BookkEEPER
31 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

bookkEEpINgTAx pREpARER
#1 TAx pREpARER
31 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business 
Tax returns including Corp & Partnerships. 
We prepare expertly all past tax returns
including all State returns. Get the most 
deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. 
today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada 
(775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

 Sell your car! 429-9901

SuMMER CLEAN up SpECIALS
Rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod 
placement, rototilling, pressure washing/power 
spray, yard work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub 
removal, general labor, fence repair, odd jobs & 
more. References available. In buisness for 17 
years. Licensed. Call Les at 838-1247.

HARDwooD fLooRS
REfINISH oR INSTALL
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring or refurbish 
your existing hardwood floors. Call Michael at  (916) 
383-8742. Lic#544159 Ref available

for a box 
classified

ad
Call Melissa

429-9901

Curb Records and they loved so 
much they added it to their cat-
alog. He also pitched the demo 
at a local NSAI workshop. 
Steve Bloch, who has a publish-
ing company in Nashville, liked 
it and took it with him back to 
Nashville. It’s a big deal having 
a music publisher put a song in 
their catalog. The song is called, 
“Wish I May.” The idea came to 
Ted while he was sitting on his 
deck and he had the TV going 
at the same time. As Ted tells it, 
“I heard the Disney ‘When You 
Wish Upon A Star’ that comes 
on before the movie…and I 
thought I’ll write a song about 
wishes.”

“Wish I May” is about a 
guy who’s been searching 
for somebody special and he 
knows that somebody special 
is out there for him.

Ted regularly collaborates 
with the other members of the 
NSAI including Chris Burrows 
of Sacramento and singer-song-
writer Andrea Stray who lives in 
San Francisco. He appreciates 
the collaborations and thinks 
it makes the songs much better 
when there are different voices 
and talents contributing. He’s 
definitely not a one-man band.

Ted stays really active and 
gets out and goes to local con-
certs. He went to the Palms 
Playhouse in Winters to see 
singer-songwiter Holly Wil-
liams, who is Hank’s grand-
daughter. He also recently 
saw Willie Nelson and Merle 
Haggard. He also hasn’t for-
gotten his rock roots. Ted at-
tended the Kiss concert with 
one of his sons when they 
came to town. It was on his 
bucket list.

Ted really doesn’t date, he 
says, because he’s “having too 
much fun.” He told me his wife 
passed away from cancer back 
in 1997 and he would do any-
thing to have her back. “I’ll nev-
er find anybody like her. When 
you find a jewel, it’s pretty diffi-
cult to find another one.”

After his wife passed, he did 
meet a couple of women, like the 
cowgirl in Utah, but he pretty 
much focuses on his songwriting, 
friends, and family these days.

“I fell in love with this song-
writing thing and we have a 
great group of people. This 
group has brought me more 
happiness than you’ll ever 
know.”

Ted loves the songwriting 
process, heading to Nashville, 
going to the meetings, and the 
studio, and meeting all the 
artists. Ted said, “For me, it’s 
a brand new world.”

Ted’s ultimate goal is to get 
one of his songs recorded by an 

artist, which is very difficult be-
cause in Nashville alone there’s 
over 45, 000 writers. “The thing 
is if you don’t try, nothing will 
ever happen. I’m having a hell of 
a good time trying,” Ted said.

To learn more about the 
Sacramento chapter of the 
NSAI call 476-5073 or e-
mail Gabrielle Kennedy at 
Gabrielle@Gabscourt.com 
They’re also on Facebook. 
https://www.facebook.com/
NSAISacramentoChapter

Songwriters:
Continued from page 20

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

September

Recruitment coffee hour: Become 
a Casa Garden volunteer
Sept. 18: Combine community service with 
fun as a volunteer with the Los Ninos Service 
League by working in the dining room, kitch-
en or garden at the Casa Garden Restaurant. 
Since 1974, the Casa, located in the Curtis Park 
neighborhood, has been raising funds to help 
support the Sacramento Children’s Home. For 
more information, come to “recruitment cof-
fee” on Sept. 18 at 9:30 a.m., at 2760 Sutterville 
Road, Sacramento. RSVP at 452-2809.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food truck festival at Garcia 
Bend Park
Sept. 19: Enjoy food from various food 
trucks at Garcia Bend Park,  5 to 8 p.m. 
7654 Pocket Road.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Knit Together! - Pocket Library (Adult)
Sept. 19: Carrie Parker  a Pocket-Green-
haven resident and self professed knit-a-holic 
is bringing her needles to the library at 1 p.m. 
Anyone interested in knitting—even an ab-
solute beginner--is invited to join us. Partic-
ipants can learn to knit get help on current 
projects  or general advice from expert knit-
ters. There might even be some great con-
versations too. Don’t forget to bring your 
knitting needles and yarn! Robbie Waters 
Pocket-Greenhaven Library, 7335 Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Talk Like a Pirate Day
Friday, Sept. 19: From 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
join Fairytale Town in celebrating interna-
tional Talk Like a Pirate Day. Learn pirate 
vocabulary, songs of the seas and tales of ad-
venture on the high seas at “Pirate Skool,” 
presented by the Pirates of Sacramento. 
Weekday admission is $4.50 for adults and 
children ages 2 and older. Children ages 1 
and younger are free; www.fairytaletown.org 
or call 808-7462.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Camellia Koi Club 2024 Pond and 
Garden Tour
Sept. 20: From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., enjoy a 
self guided tour of 11 ponds and gardens 
in the Sacramento area. Ponds range from 
a 500-gallon patio pond to a 22,000-gal-
lon extravaganza. Koi that range from hum-
ble pet status to indescribable show win-
ning beauty. Bring your camera. Tickets are 
$10 per person or $15 per carload. They are 
available in advance at www.camelliakoi.org 
or can be purchased at the first pond of ei-
ther the north or south end of the tour. For 
more information, call Bob Haugland at 
428-7640 or Sam Niebank at 826-9709.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Public Celebration of Life for Mary 
Healy at the Sacramento Zoo
Sept. 20: Join the Sacramento Zoo as we 
celebrate the life and works of the late Mary 
Healy, Zoo Director/CEO. The tribute is 
open to the public and will include a brief 
ceremony beginning at 3 pm. After the cer-
emony guests are invited to tour the Zoo, 
remembering Mary’s impact on it and the 
community. RSVP by Sept. 12 by email-
ing acable@saczoo.org or calling 808-8815. 

Sacramento Zoo is located near the corner 
of Land Park Drive and Sutterville Road in 
William Land Park. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

DIY Orchid Class
Sept. 20: Learn how to care for your or-
chids and how to get them to re-bloom. 
Class is free of charge, 10 to 11:30 a.m., 
but you must register in advance by call-
ing, 441-1478. The instructor is Ray-
mond Prothero from the Sacramento 
Orchid Society. He is a designer at Relles 
Florist, which is where the class will be 
held, 2400 J St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Peace celebration at the State 
Capitol World Peace Rose Garden
Sept. 21: This year’s celebration is be-
ing organized by the I AM PEACE, 
a nonprofit organization from 1 – 5 
p.m. at the State Capitol World Peace 
Rose Garden. A special activity will be 
to join hands around the State Cap-
itol in a show of solidarity for peace. 
There will be something for everyone! 
…Please bring others, too!...
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Candidate forum: Topic to discuss 
Strong Mayor initiative
Sept. 22: Sierra Curtis Neighborhood 
Association will host a community fo-
rum on the Checks and Balances Act of 
2014, also known as the “strong mayor” 
measure (Measure L). This forum will 
be held from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in Curtis 
Hall. This proposal will be titled Measure 
L on the November ballot. The event is 
co-hosted by Organize Sacramento. Kev-
in Ferreira from Sacramento Building and 
Construction Trades Council and Nan-
cy Miller partner at Miller and Owen law 
firm will present the “pro” position. May-
or Heather Fargo and Sacramento City 
Councilmember Steve Hansen will pres-
ent the “con” side of the measure.
The forum will be moderated by SCNA 
Board President Eric Johnson. Each side 
will present an opening and closing state-
ment with the majority of the hour being 
questions and answers. Questions will be 
taken directly from the audience. Seating in 
Curtis Hall is limited, so please arrive ear-
ly. After the forum there will be a mixer in 
the Curtis Hall courtyard hosted by Orga-
nize Sacramento. Sierra 2 Center is located 
at 2791 24th St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Field trip to Otow Orchard with 
ACC 
Oct. 23: Join ACC for a field trip to Otow 
Orchard in Granite Bay. Otow Orchard 
which is family owned and operated sells 
peaches, persimmons and other tree fruits 
and also specializes in the ancient art of 
dried persimmons know as hoshigaki. Meet 
at ACC at 8:30 a.m. Field trip goes until 3 

p.m. and is held at 7375 Park City Dr. Pre-
registration deadline is Oct. 16 and the non-
refundable pre-payment fee is $35. 393-
9026,ext 330, www.accsv.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food truck festival at Tahoe Park
Sept. 26: Enjoy food from local food truck 
vendors from 5 to 8 p.m.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

St. Robert Parish Annual Fall Festival
Sept. 27 and 28: On Saturday enjoy a  A 
Taste of Italy pasta dinner. There will be 
bingo, a craft fair.  Adults, ages 15 and 
older are $15; children, ages 6-14 are $7; 
children younger than 5 are free. Tick-
ets are available at the school. On Sun-
day from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., enjoy food 
booths, bingo, a craft fair, a children’s 
game area, a Beer and Wine Bar. There 
will be beer from New Helvetia Brewery 
as well as live music. St. Roberts is locat-
ed at 2251 Irvin Way, Sacramento.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

ScholarShare Children’s Book 
Festival 
Sept. 27-28: From 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., en-
joy readings and presentations by chil-
dren’s book authors and illustrators, 
storytelling performances, hands-on lit-
eracy activities and family play time at 
the largest early childhood literacy festi-
val in the region! Barney Saltzberg, au-
thor and illustrator of “Beautiful Oops” 
and nearly 50 titles for children, will 
headline the two-day festival. www.fai-
rytaletown.org; 808-7462.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘An Evening Under the Stars’ in 
Folsom
Sept. 27: The Folsom Symphony and 
Maestro Peter Jaffe Invite you to “An 
Evening Under The Stars.” Wine, dinner 
and dancing at the Palazzo di Migianel-
la in El Dorado Hills. Master of Cere-
monies: Cristina Mendonsa and Roger 
Niello. Black Tie Optional. Silent and 
live auctions plus performances by sym-
phony musicians. Valet parking includ-
ed. Limited seating. Hosted by Marie 
Mitchell and Tony Mansour
Web: http://www.folsomsymphony.com. For 
more information, call 357-6718. The event 
starts at 6 p.m. and costs $250/person. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

End of Life Focus Groups
Sept. 29: Facilitators from the Board 
Resource Center would like to hear your 
ideas and experiences in order to help in-
dividuals effectively express their wishes 
when making end-of-life planning choic-
es. Join other participants at the Hart 
Senior Center, 915 27th St., 12:30 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. or 2:30 to 4 p.m. Sign-up to 
participate in one of the two focus group 
sessions by calling 808-5462 or visiting 
the Hart Senior Center front desk.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Learn the ABCs of Medicare Part D
Sept. 30: Health Insurance Counseling 
and Advocacy Program will hold a pre-
sentation and question and answer ses-
sion about Medicare Part D enrollment 
at the Hart Senior Center, 915 27th St., 
1 to 2 p.m. Sign-up in advance by call-
ing 808-5462 or visiting the Hart Se-
nior Center front desk. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

OctOber

Judge a Book by Its Cover annual 
contest entry deadline 
Oct. 1: Sacramento Public Library’s an-
nual teen art contest honors Teen Read 
Week; entries due Oct. 1. Judge a Book 
by Its Cover is Sacramento Public Li-
brary’s annual art contest that invites 
teens to design a new cover for a favor-
ite book. Just create the new cover in 
any medium you choose, from a physi-
cal drawing or painting to a digital im-
age created on a screen. Several win-
ning entries will be selected, and the top 
winners will receive a copy of the book 
with their winning entry printed as the 
cover. Submit in person at any library 
branch. Library branches will have con-
test applications in stock. Submit online 
via Tumblr at http://saclib.tumblr.com, 
click the “submit” link at the top of the 
page. Please note, participants who sub-
mit their entries digitally will still need 
to turn in a physical application form at 
a library.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Adult film discussion group to 
meet at Pocket Library
Oct. 1: An adult film discussion group 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. at the Robbie 
Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Library, 
7335 Gloria Dr. Each month the club 
watches a selected film at home and 
then discusses it at the library. The film 
for October is “Fargo.”
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tea and Talk Book Club at Belle 
Cooledge (Adult)
Oct. 1: The Belle Cooledge Tea and Talk 
Book Club meets the first Wednesday of 
each month for a lively discussion and de-
licious goodies starting at 9:30 a.m. Belle 
Cooledge Library, 5600 South Land Park 
Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Advanced ESL Conversation 
(Adult)
Oct. 1: Starting at 5 p.m., Toni Chapralis 
will lead a conversation group for advanced 
ESL learners. Toni Chapralis formerly 
taught at the Fremont School for Adults. 
Teens and adults are welcome to attend this 
session, which will be held at McClatchy Li-
brary, 2112 22nd St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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of that statement is cor-
rect, Mr. Emerick does 
not mention that extant 
air conditioning units that 
are in good operating or-
der that use that coolant, 
R12, are grandfathered in 
past 2020 and are exempt 
from the ban. Thus, unless 
there is a major failure to 
the Crest HVAC system, 
this is a non-issue.

The Bee article quotes 
Emerick, “if  the Crest is 
ever to show movies again 
in its historic theater, it 
will need to upgrade the 
projection equipment 
at a cost of $100,000 to 
$150,000.” This is also not 
correct. In point of fact, 
the CSLM has been show-
ing movies at the Crest 
both on film (rarely, but 
enough to keep the equip-
ment maintained and in 
use) and Blu Ray DVD on 
an industrial digital pro-
jector (not DCP) for sev-
eral years now. CSLM 
supports and hires union 
projectionists from Lo-
cal 50 of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical and 
Stage Employees. 

Emerick says that peo-
ple want to see more mov-
ies at the Crest, as does 
he, and that a DCP digital 
projector is needed due to 
the movie industry change 
from 35mm film in theaters 
to DCP digital projectors. 
This statement, seeming-
ly well intentioned, shows 
his lack of understanding 
of the way movie exhibi-
tion works.

Movie exhibition is the 
only business in which the 
manufacturer is constant-
ly trying to put the retail-
er out of business. The 
distributor’s contractual 
obligation of showing new 
movies a minimum of 4 
weeks which began in the 
late 1970s, spelled doom 
for the giant single screen 
theaters.  This gave birth 
to the multiplex cinema 
with several auditoriums 
of various sizes. With sev-
eral screens in one theater, 
the operator simply put the 
movie that has the best at-
tendance in the biggest au-
ditorium. Other movies 
that have been there two to 
four weeks are run in the 
smaller ones. 

The show times are stag-
gered so there is a constant 

flow of traffic at the can-
dy counter; the only place 
any movie theater makes 
the money it needs to cover 
operating expenses, as most 
of the box-office revenue 
goes directly to the distrib-
utors. With the switch to 
digital DCP projection in 
the last five years in most 
chain theaters, the last of 
the independent movie 
theater operators have van-
ished nationwide for two 
principal reasons.

The first and most im-
portant: movie theater 
chains bid for first run re-
leases in each market, and 
the buying or bidding pow-
er they offer the distrib-
utors (the movie studios) 
is far greater than a single 
independent may offer. As 
an example, if  the Crest 
were to offer an advance 
of $5,000 for a four week 
run of a movie for its sin-
gle screen and the distrib-
utor also receives an offer 
from Cinemark for $5,000 
per each of their 332 the-
aters and 4, 456 screens 
($5,000 multiplied by 332 
theaters or more!), the re-
ality is that the distributor 
will not take the Crest’s 
telephone call. First-run 
commercial or art films 
are thus unavailable to in-
dependent theaters, which 
are now becoming extinct 
in the current exhibition 
market.

The second reason is 
the theatrical DCP pro-
jector itself, unlike the 
35mm film projectors of 
the past which provid-
ed more than 50 years of 
service if  properly main-
tained, are very expen-
sive, from $80,000 to 
$125,000 and only have 
the life of  a computer 

hard drive, and will need 
to be replaced at that 
same amount in only a 
few years. Most indepen-
dents can’t shoulder that 
financial burden, and if 
they can afford one, they 
still could not get the 
movies to show because 

of  the impossibility com-
peting with chain the-
aters to get product. 

Those are the facts as I 
see them. Now, personal 
opinion:

Ultimately, Mr. Emerick 
owns the building, and will 
do with it as he pleases. He’s 
indicated that he wants to 
give showbiz a whirl with 
his fiancee Yulya Borroum 
booking the theater for live 
events, both with no theat-
rical experience, beginning 
in November. For the sake 
of the theater, I hope his 
idea works, but I don’t un-
derstand how it could. I’ve 
given examples earlier. I’ll 
add to this the fact that the 
Crest survives as a rental fa-
cility for promoters and film 
festival groups to put on 
events. The only events that 
Crest does in-house are the 
occasional movies that are 
shown when rentals don’t 
fill the calendar. Mr. Emer-
ick may lose his shirt and the 
Crest if he thinks he may do 
a better job than his tenant 
with 28 years experience in 
the building.

There’s also the possibility 
that Mr. Emerick has invest-
ed in the property with the 
knowledge and hope that 
the sports arena will increase 
the value of his investment 
(indicated by his focused 

awareness of current square 
footage values) so that even 
if he gives it “the old college 
try” and it fails, he may cash 
in by selling it or converting 
the building to some other 
use. This has already begun 
with the restaurants in the 
basement level of the store 
fronts adjacent to the orig-
inal theater building.  This 
space was used to house the 
two additional movie the-
aters that CSLM used to 
operate, but had to close due 
to declined revenue and dis-
tributor politics.

If I were a landlord with 
a solid tenant with tenure 
that would provide consis-
tent reliable income, I would 
not force them out for more 
money thinking more in the 
long term than short gain. 
Perhaps Mr. Emerick has 
other financial concerns 
that are forcing his hand. 
His reasons for raising the 
rent are dubious at best. He 
bought the building saying 
“he wanted to preserve a sig-
nature regional asset,” yet 
his actions seem just the op-
posite of his statement.

The sad result to me is the 
28 years of CSLM, made up 
of people and families that 
depend on income made 
there that utilizes their sin-
gular talents honed specifi-
cally for the unique facility 
that the Crest is. Soon they 
will be out of work, their 
future uncertain. Manager 

Crest:
Continued from page 21

Photographer Marc Peterson captured the Crest on K street 6 days before CSLM’s 
grand re-opening.  Paula Bowden stands on the newly constructed lightrail 
platform looking up at the future hope for the theatre in 1986.  Note the little 
trees about to be planted along the street, now giants.

Photo by Matias Bombal.
The Crest Theatre faces an unknown future after Oct. 31.

Laura “Sid” Garcia-Heberg-
er fell in love with CSLM 
partner Bill Heberger, mar-
ried him and had children. 

The many employees, 
too, will be out of work.  
Mr. Emerick, if true to his 
word of “wanting to pre-
serve a signature region-
al asset,” must reconsider 
keeping his tenant in place 
at a rent that is reason-

able for them to pay. The 
heart of any business are 
the people that run it, they 
connect to you personally 
in what they do and how 
they do it. Absent that, any 
building becomes a soul-
less monolith. Let’s not let 
the 28 years of effort by 
CSLM, Inc. at the Crest 
Theatre become lost in the 
swirling mist of time.

(On the web: Rare newsreel 
footage of the opening night 
of the Crest Theatre in Sac-
ramento on Oct. 6, 1949 in-
troduced by Matias Bombal, 
former Crest Theatre man-
ager, and now movie crit-
ic at www.mabhollywood.
com and Valley Communi-
ty Newspapers, can be seen 
at http://m.youtube.com/
watch?v=EvZoUH3x2rI)See Emerick, page 27

Emerick:
Continued from page 26



SPACIOUS AND REDONE!
3 bedroom 3 bath home just a couple blocks from the park.  
Living room has high ceilings and lots of natural light. The 
kitchen is large enough for family dining or entertaining and 
overlooks the large family room with high ceilings and a gas log 
burning fireplace. Both upstairs master bedrooms are spacious 
with walk-in closets. $559,900

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

BRICK TUDOR CHARMER
4 or 5 bedroom 3 bath home on beautiful tree-lined 36th Street. 
First time on the market in years. Beautifully refinished hard-
wood floors in the living and dining room. Brand new carpet in 
all four bedrooms as well as the paneled den and guest cottage. 
Roof and windows have been replaced too! The possibilities 
here are endless. $550,000

SUSAN BALDO 541-3706

FABULOUS E. SACRAMENTO
East Sacramento at its best!! Completely remodeled 3 bed-
room, 2 bath home located minutes from McKinley Park. 
Amenities include new electrical, HVAC, plumbing, newer sewer 
line, tankless water heater, and a gourmet remodeled kitchen 
with island. Master suite with a large closet and finished bath. 
Backyard is perfect for entertaining. $599,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

CLASSIC RIVER PARK
Charming River Park 4 bedroom home, with optional dining 
room or office, 2½ baths, including master suite with walk-
in closet. Formal living and dining rooms. Kitchen opens 
to family room and large informal eating area. Hardwood 
floors; easy river access and 2 car-garage with carriage 
house doors. $499,900

CHRIS BALESTRERI 996-2244

A PERFECT 10!
A turnkey home, thoughtfully renovated from the ground floor 
up, features designer touches throughout. 3 bedroom 2½ 
bath with flexible open floor plan; family room opens to fabu-
lous garden and covered patio, spacious master suite with 
walk-in closets; first floor office/study; library/computer nook 
upstairs. $959,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

EXCELLENT LOCATION
Phenomenal opportunity on one of East Sacramento's best 
streets! This charming 3 bedroom 1½ bath home offers hard-
wood floors, a vintage fireplace, a large formal living room, 
a spacious floor plan, and a deep backyard. This home has 
unlimited potential and is awaiting your own finishing … make 
this home your own! $439,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

GREAT URBAN LIVING
Blocks to the Capitol, theaters, restaurants and future arena! Large 
2 bedroom condo is on the lower level with balcony and stairs to 
the enclosed greenbelt and campus. Great decorator colors, newer 
recessed lighting, inside laundry and more! $219,000

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495
PAMELA ANDERSON 502-2729

BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED
2 bedroom home with updated kitchen featuring granite coun-
ters, stainless appliances, new stainless refrigerator.  New 
central heat & air, updated bath with new tile floor and granite 
counter, freshly painted, hardwood floors. $347,000

BETH HARNEY 995-4120
COLLEEN WIFVAT 719-2324

RIVER PARK CHARMER
2or 3 bedroom home, newly refinished hardwood floors, dual pane 
windows and recessed lights. Updated kitchen opens to den (what 
was once a third bedroom) with slider door to the brick inlaid patio 
and yard. Remodeled bathroom features cute tile floor with glass 
tile accents. New central heat and air. $354,900

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495
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