
East Sacramento News
October 2, 2014 | www.valcomnews.com

— BriNgiNg you commuNity NEwS for 23 yEarS —

Matías Bombal’s Hollywood ................................4

On the Curbs .........................................................5

Lance Armstrong feature  .....................................6 

Faces and Places  ..................................................8 

Calendar ..............................................................17

Now that’s a big dog! 
Sighted near Tupelo was 
this cute 200-pound pup

Read about Indie on page 5

Selland’s employee 
working to assist 
homeless through 
shoe drive

See page 6



� East Sacramento News • October 2, 2014 • www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

East Sacramento News
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

East Sacramento News is published on the first and third Thurs-
day of the month in the area bounded by Business 80 on the 
west, the American River on the north and east and Highway 
50 on the south. 

Publisher................................................................. George.macko.
General.manager.................................................... Kathleen.egan.
editor......................................................................... monica.stark
art.Director................................................................. John.ochoa
Graphic.Designer......................................................... Ryan.wunn
advertising.executives:

linda.Pohl,.melissa.andrews,.lynda.montgomery
Distribution/subscriptions.................................... George.macko

Copyright 2014 by Valley Community Newspapers Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part without written permission is prohibited.

e-mail.stories.&.photos.to:.editor@valcomnews.com vol..XXIII.•.no..19

2709.Riverside.Blvd.
sacramento,
ca.95818
t:.(916).429-9901
f:.(916).429-9906

cover.art:
John.ochoa

other.photos:
michael.saeltzer
lance.armstrong

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE CONSULTANT

Paige Dunsmore, a 19-year resident of 
McKinley Park and children’s book author, 
frequently walks her dogs past Theodore Ju-
dah Elementary School.

On one of these summer strolls, she realized 
she could have an impact on her neighborhood.

“The front of the school obviously needed help,” 
said Dunsmore. “Although I don’t have kids, I 
have a vested interest in Theodore Judah.This is 
my community. I wanted the children attending 
to feel proud of where they went to school.”

So Dunsmore got busy – really busy. With 
school starting in just a matter of days, Dun-
smore reached out to Greco Landscaping of 
Sacramento to overhaul the school’s entrance.

With the guidance of SCUSD staff, the vol-
unteer team, including Dunsmore herself, quick-
ly got their hands dirty planting low-water, low-
maintenance perennials, shrubs and bushes, as 
well as overhauling the school’s sprinkler system.

“The project was contagious,” said Dun-
smore. “When Greco found out that I was 
personally funding the job, they were so im-
pressed that they discounted their servic-
es. Neighbors seeing the work that was done, 

picked up shovels eager to help, came by with 
cameras – all wanting to take part.”

The results are impressive.
“The front of the school has been cher-

ished and worked on by the community for 
many years,” said Judah Principal Corrie 
Buckmaster Celeste.

“Approximately four years ago, the commu-
nity worked together to design and enhance 
the landscaping of the front. Volunteers sub-
sequently contributed hours by pulling weeds 
and pruning.This summer we were due again 
for a spruce up. As we were assessing the need, 
a generous donor came forth. We are incredi-
bly grateful to Paige for her contribution.”

Neighbor steps up to fund 
school landscaping
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Don’t let pain sideline your life 
We know that living with hip and knee pain is, well, a pain. That’s why we 
specialize in orthopedic care, treating a wide variety of conditions from arthritis 
to sports injuries. And should you need surgery, it is comforting to know that 
Sutter Medical Center, Sacramento ranks No. 1 in California for Joint Replacement 
according to CareChex®. And that’s another way we plus you. 

sutterorthopedics.org

Thomas Blumenfeld, M.D.,
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Cloyce, Joint Replacement 
Patient
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‘This is Where I Leave You’
The MPAA has rated this R

Warner Brothers’ “ This is Where 
I Leave You” is based on a book writ-
ten by Jonathan Tropper, who adapted 
the screenplay himself, offering a play-
ground for the talents of  Jane Fonda, Ja-
son Batemen, and Tina Fey. 

This snarky comedy is set in the child-
hood home of a large family whose patri-
arch has died. His widow, played by Fon-
da, wants all the siblings under one roof 
for seven days in keeping with her late 
husband’s wishes. 

This movie features several of today’s 
bright quick wits, including Adam Driv-
er, Rose Byrne, Corey Stoll, Kathryn 
Hahn and, playing someone not so quick, 
Timothy Olyphant.  

The expected childhood rivalries resur-
face, and lost loves are reinvestigated. The 
majority of the story follows Jason Bate-
man’s character, Judd Altman, who is try-
ing to conceal from his family a recent per-
sonal loss, which is forced out of him at an 
inappropriate moment by Tina Fey.

This is a fun comedy that will please 
most people and likely will resonate with 
movie patrons that came from large fam 
ilies.  I was delighted to see Jane Fonda on 
the big screen again, and enjoyed her  “re-
vealing” performance.

Tina Fey, who is a quick and brilliant co-
medienne, has never been one of my favor-
ites in spite of her enormous and clever tal-
ent.  However, in this picture, she has some 
very fine screen moments near the end, 
which I found most effective. The photog-
raphy by Terry Stacey is excellent. It is di-
rected by Shawn Levy.

The Boxtrolls  
The MPAA has given this a PG rating.

Focus Features offers something for 
kids and adults with “Boxtrolls”, a mov-
ie I dreaded to see after having seen the 
preview, but was pleasantly surprised to 
find that the actual feature was quite good 
and lovingly made in the classic style of 
a George Pal Puppetoon.  In this age of 
CGI and computer animation, to see fig-
ures molded in stop motion, not unlike 
the classic “King Kong” is a rare treat of 
human craftsmanship.  

The story, based on Alan Snow’s book 
“Here Be Monsters” follows a young boy 
that is raised by Boxtrolls, odd little trolls 
that use a box as a clothing cover that live 
in the sewers of an old town that is ob-
sessed with fine cheese.    

An evil exterminator, Archibald Snatch-
er, who looks like Dame Edna Everage, and 
voiced by screen legend Ben Kingsley, is 
out to kill them all. He wishes to become 
accepted by high society and to possess 
the mark of distinction of that class, a tall 
white top hat.  Our young boy hero, “Eggs”,  
named after the markings on the box that 
he wears, finds the courage to save the day.  

Actor Jared Harris voices the leader of 
the land, “Lord Portley-Rinde” who looks 
just like the classic British actor C. Au-
brey Smith. 

Simon Pegg voices “Eggs” natural father, 
and Tracy Morgan is Mr. Gristle, one of Ar-
chibald’s hench men.  The sets are cleverly 
and painstakingly designed with many ret-
ro and almost “steampunk” elements.  This 
works well for kids and adults alike, with a 
positive message for all.  Stay through the 
very end for some neat footage!

Matias Bombal’s Hollywood
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By Michael Saeltzer

What weighs more than 
200 pounds, eats about six 
cups of dog food a day, not 
including snacks like pump-
kin and other veggie treats, 
is about 3 years old, and is 
as furry and as friendly as 
can be?  Meet Indie, an Irish 
Wolfhound, named after In-
diana Jones. I was on my 
way to Tupelo and could not 
help but notice Indie and his 
owner Diane sauntering on 
the curbs of Elvas Avenue.  
Indie, you definitely make 
an impression and welcome 
to East Sac from your home 
turf of Folsom!  

Did you know that chil-
dren’s reading abilities im-
prove dramatically when 
they read to a dog?  That’s 
right. Researchers believe 
that it significantly reduces 
the emotional anxiety that 
so many children experience 
while learning to read aloud.  
Although Indie will not be 
able to make it on Oct. 7, 
Tuesday at 3 p.m. children 
ages 6-12 are invited to the 
McKinley Library to read to 
a trained therapy dog and 
adult volunteer. Children 
may bring their own books 
to read to a furry friend  or 
they may borrow a book 
from the library’s collection.

Poetry anyone??? The In-
ternational Poet: Writing 
Across Continents (Adult) 
a class also being held at 
McKinley Library will in-
volve reading and writ-
ing poetry in internation-
al styles! Poet and editor 

Frank Dixon Graham will 
show us poetry from around 
the world in this eight week 
series. Attend one session 
or all eight.  This week’s 
class - Middle Eastern Po-
etics. Looking at the poems 
of Hafiz, Rumi, and other 
more modern writers.  The 
first class is Oct. 4, Satur-
day, 10:30 a.m.  

Elsewhere on the curbs 
of East Sac residents can 
find the brand new Village 
Post Office sign outside of 
Compton’s Market. What 
this means is that anyone 
can simply stop by Comp-
ton’s to mail their packag-
es and boxes right there in 
the store via the U.S. Post-
al Service.  We now have a 
neighborhood post office in 
the store.

Look a bit further down the 
curb in Compton’s parking 
lot and note the Theodore 
Judah Annual Fundraiser is 
being held on Saturday, Oct. 
4 from noon to 4:30 p.m.  
Festivities will include bar-
becue cooking, gobs of food, 
a separate wine and beer 
tasting area, two jump hous-
es, live music, raffles galore, 
and maybe even pony rides. 
Sunil and Pam, the owners, 
get the “tip of the hat” On 
the Curb Award for commu-
nity service.  When you are 
there, be sure to thank them 
for everything they continue 
to do.

Who remembers Mike 
Majors and the Electric 
Bike Shop that was once 
located on 36th and J near 
Big Spoon Yogurt?  I was 
quaffing a stein or two with 
my buddy Barry watching 
the Giants beat L.A. at The 
Raven and I fell into con-
versation with Mike.  What 
a great guy!  Mike’s back-
ground is in Civil Engineer-
ing, and, after taking over 
his family’s business, many 
of his clients were the “Big 

Oil” companies.  He felt a 
void in his life and start-
ed the Electric Bike Shop 
which is still in business, 
but now located on 202 
23rd Street (near the in-
tersection of 23rd St. and 
Blues Alley).  So glad you 
are still in business, Mike. 
You are a wonderful part of 
what is on the curbs in our 
community!

On the Curbs

Photos by Michael Saeltzer
(above left) Diane and Indie cruising the curbs in East Sac are difficult to overlook. 
(above center) Inside Compton’s customers will find a new United States Postal Service station where they can now mail 
boxes and packages.
(above right) Mike Majors of The Electric Bike Shop is still in business. He is just in a new location, 202 23rd St. 
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By laNce arMStrONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Ben Conner, a 27-year-old 
employee at Selland’s Mar-
ket-Café at 5340 H St. in 
East Sacramento, said that he 
has overcome personal obsta-
cles in his life, and is finally 
ready to lend his services to 
others who need assistance in 
their lives.

“There was a moment in 
my life when I realized that 
I got myself out of the way 
and I didn’t have to work on 
myself anymore,” said Con-
ner during an interview with 
this publication last week. “I 
was like, OK, I’m over my-
self, let’s make a difference 
for other people. And I want-
ed to make a difference for 
people without homes. And 
I know that there are shelters 
and food drives and clothing 
donations, and there are all 
sorts of things going on for 
the homeless people. And I 
thought to myself, ‘What’s 

really going to make a dif-
ference?’ And I was walking 
home one day from work 
and I was walking by some 
homeless people. I don’t like 
the term homeless people. It 
doesn’t seem right to me. So, 
‘people without homes’ were 
at a bus stop and I asked them 
what would make a differ-
ence for them, and they said, 
‘Shoes and socks.’” And I go, 
‘I got it. I’m going to make a 
difference for you guys.’”

Two months ago, Con-
ner began working on his 
project – a ‘people with-
out homes’ shoe drive, 
which he has dubbed, 
“ These Shoes Were Made 
for Walking.”

Conner explained that 
his first step in establish-
ing his project was to head 
to a computer to research 
shoe and sock drives via 
the Internet.

“I Googled ‘shoe and sock 
drives, Sacramento’ and (an 
East Sacramento News ar-
ticle about) Jan Wilson was 
the first one that came up (in 
that search). What was valu-
able about her is she’s been 
doing these (drives) for al-
most 12, 14 years, and she’s 
known as ‘the extra layer of 
clothing lady.’”

After reading the arti-
cle, Conner contacted Wil-
son, who also conducts shoe 
drives, and arranged a meet-
ing with her to obtain tips 
for his project.

“I got (Wilson’s) whole en-
tire world of all the different 
places that she went to, how 
she did it, who she spoke to, 
the process of receiving the 
shoes and organizing the 
shoes. I got really clear on 
what it was going to take to 
have this happen.”

During the following 
week after he met with Wil-
son, Conner worked with 
Loaves & Fishes to arrange 
for his present month-long 
shoe drive.

The distribution of the 
shoes will occur from 
Nov. 11 through 15, and 
the project will culminate 
with a barbecue/picnic for 
participants of the drive 
and those who benefit-
ed from the project. That 
event will be held at Dis-
covery Park on Saturday, 
Nov. 15 from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.

In speaking about the be-
ginning of the distribu-
tion of the shoes on Vet-
erans Day, Conner said, “A 
huge percentage of the peo-
ple without homes are vet-
erans, so it’s only more ap-
propriate to have (day one 

of the distribution) on Vet-
erans Day.”

Conner added that his shoe 
drive is also a project of his 
self expression leadership 
course through Landmark, 
an international personal and 
professional growth, training 
and development company.

A major contribution for 
Conner’s project came from 
the Sacramento business, 
Buttonworks, which donat-
ed barrels for the collection 
of shoes.

And to attract attention 
to the barrels, Crystal Task-
er, Joseph Navarette, Kelly 
Maria and Cindy Strange 
dedicated time to artistical-
ly decorating them.

At press time for the publi-
cation of this article, Conner 
had arranged for the first of 
those barrels to be placed at 
Selland’s Market-Café and at 
a bistro inside the California 
State Highway Patrol head-
quarters. The second barrel, 
however, does not have pub-
lic access.

Conner said that he was 
working on the arrange-
ments for other drop-off 
points.

After being asked to share 
details about his back-
ground, Conner began by 
saying, “I was born in San-
ta Ana in Southern Cali-
fornia and I moved here (to 
the Sacramento area) when 
I was 5 years old. I moved 
to Wilton (near Elk Grove). 
I attended Elk Grove High 

School (and left that school) 
when I was a sophomore and 
went to Elk Grove Charter 
(School) and then I went 
into advance studies. I end-
ed up getting my GED.”

Conner addressed his per-
sonal struggles in life, saying, 
“I got that I had been making 
up (things) about myself that 
were not even true. (With) 
things that happened in my 
past, I made the decision that 
I’m a (failure) and that any-
thing I did or tried was just 
going to get screwed up. And 
what I got was how much I 
had been making that up and 
how that was ruining what’s 
available for me. There was a 
moment when I just thought 
that there’s nothing wrong 
with me.”

In being that he has changed 
his attitude about himself, 
Conner expressed that he is 
comfortable with speaking 
more specifically about some 
of the challenges that he faced 
in his life.

“I used to be like 270 
pounds, but I’m 180 (pounds) 
now,” Conner said. “I was a 
big, fat goofy, kid and now I’m 
a tall, skinny, goofy kid. Fi-
nally, I looked at myself like 
there’s nothing wrong. There 
was so much resistance about 
who I was before, like I would 
just eat and eat and eat. And 
when I got that nothing was 
wrong with me, what natu-
rally showed up was eating 

Local man working to assist homeless through shoe drive

Photo by Lance Armstrong 
Ben Conner shows examples of shoes that could be donated to his local shoe drive.

See Shoes, page 7
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right and being active and the 
weight just melted away.”

At that point in the inter-
view, Conner said that he 
had only shared about 20 or 
30 percent of his self recov-
ery story.

“There’s so much to (the 
story),” Conner said. “The 
thing is my dad’s the general 
manager (of a nudist resort) 
and that’s where I moved 
when I was 5. So, that’s 
where I was raised, and liv-
ing in there and then going 
to school in Wilton, which 
is a very Christian, religious, 
very conservative communi-
ty, they didn’t take too kind-
ly to that. I always heard 
that everyone hated me be-
cause of that, and I hated my 
parents because I was raised 
there. I grew up thinking 
there was something wrong 
with me and something 
wrong with my family and 
something wrong with peo-

ple. And it was when I was 
19 or 20 years old when I 
took this thing called The 
Landmark Forum that had 
me notice that I was the 
one making all this stuff up 
about people.”

During his time with that 
program, Conner called his 
mother and asked her what 
she was thinking raising him 
in a nudist resort.

Conner said that through 
confronting his mother about 
his feelings, he felt his moth-
er’s love, and he realized that 
he had been making up rea-
sons that led him to believe 
that his family did not love 
him.

With his new outlook on 
life, Conner graduated from 
culinary school about three 
years ago and says “now I live 
my life for others.”

Furthermore, Conner 
shared his philosophy and ap-
proach to life, saying, “There’s 
a new way of life, like life can 
be a different way. Life doesn’t 
have to be full of all that stress 

and worries that we give our-
selves. Life is actually quite 
simple, if we just take a mo-
ment and just look at it, and 
put something in place where 
something is not working and 
honor that.”

In returning to his main 
topic of his shoe drive, Con-
ner said, “There’s a huge part 
of (the project) where I’m just 
looking (at it) like everyone in 
the community gets a chance 
to (make) a contribution and 
make a difference. There are 
people in this town that we 
completely forget about. And 
here we are talking about try-
ing to make it a better com-
munity while there are still 
people without homes and 
they’re not striving. And any-
thing we can do to have a 
community where no one is 
forgotten is what I’m about.”

For information regarding Con-
ner’s other shoe drive drop-off 
locations, write to Conner at 
the email address, Benjamin.
c.conner@gmail.com.

Dust off that old 
instrument: Join the 
Symphony of 1,000
By MONica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

In a never-done-in-Sacramento musical event, 
Curtis Park resident Michael Neumann is bring-
ing 1,000 musicians to play in concert together 
on the afternoon of  Sunday, Oct. 12 at Memorial 
Auditorium. As of  press time, 775 people signed 
up to play in this historic event called Sympho-
ny of  1,000. 

Dreaming about this concert about two years ago, 
Neumann’s aspiration is quickly becoming a reality. 
The name of the concert stems from the Sympho-
ny No. 8 in E-flat major by Gustav Mahler, which is 
one of the largest-scale choral works in classical con-
cert repertoire and requires as close to 1,000 musi-
cians as possible. 

Retired this year from 10 years directing the Folsom 
Symphony, Neumann continues full time work with 
the Sacramento Youth Symphony and sat down with 
this publication to discuss some more of the details 
about the event. 

“ It’s a very big community event. One that some 
75-year-old woman, who hasn’t played trombone 
since high school, can play in this concert. If  you 
are 7 years old and can play the music on the web-
site, you can participate,” he said. “People sign up 
online, pay their 20 bucks. They get their T-shirt 
and we do a run-through for rehearsal. We are 
thinking with this amount of people, it will spread 
around. If  I didn’t think this was a good idea, I 
wouldn’t be doing this.”

The event coordinator is longtime talk show ra-
dio host, Sean Bianco; the master of ceremonies is 
Capitol Public Radio’s Beth Ruyak. Set to start at 
4 p.m., the hour-long concert is open to the pub-
lic. For those participating, the day is a bit longer 
with check-in and rehearsal from noon to 3:30 p.m. 
For more information, visit: <https://sites.google.
com/a/sacramentoyouthsymphony.org/1000/>

Shoes:
Continued from page 6

Do you 
have a 
story? 

Tell it to us. 

Call Monica Stark 
at 916-429-9901
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For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

legal services nursing supervised home care

attention!

Your services are needed
call melissa todaY to place Your ad

(916) 429-9901
Day Club, Respite, 

Residential, Support Groups
& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

casey.s@chancellorhealthcare.com
www.reverecourt.com

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

Lic. #347001338/342

beautY service

Faces and Places: 
Upark (UP+Park) featured garden party 
and free Sacramento Ballet performance
Photos by MONica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

The Rooftop Alliance for the second year in a row trans-
formed a Midtown parking garage into a pop-up urban park 
for an unforgettable garden party. In addition to showcas-
ing Parking Day displays, event organizers had free yoga 
classes, corn-hole competitions, and a performance by the 
Sacramento Ballet. Rooftop Alliance is a team of green 
space loving Sacramentans who are working to make roof-
top gardens more common and more accessible right here 
in our urban backyard. For information about the group, 
visit www.rooftopalliance.com
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questions & answers
with dr. au



10 East Sacramento News • October 2, 2014 • www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.



11www.valcomnews.com • October 2, 2014 • East Sacramento NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.



1� East Sacramento News • October 2, 2014 • www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.



1�www.valcomnews.com • October 2, 2014 • East Sacramento NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Dear readers: In an effort to help get out the vote 
and provide the public with relevant information re-
garding our area’s city council and school board candi-
dates, the following is the first of two (or more) parts of 
our education question and answer special, featuring 
incumbent Jeff Cuneo and challenger Ellen Cochrane. 
Also, the East Sacramento News has teamed up with 
East Sac Give Back to provide the public the opportu-
nity to witness a debate between Jeff Harris and Cyril 
Shah for council and Cuneo and Cochrane for school 
board. An in-depth interview with Harris and Shah 
was published in this publication 

Set to begin at 6 p.m. at the gymnasium at The-
odore Judah Elementary School (3919 McKin-
ley Blvd.) on Tuesday, Oct. 21, the debate will be 
moderated by California State University, Sacra-
mento debate team coach Jared Anderson. Follow-
ing introductions, the debate will start with school 
board candidates. A question will be asked to can-
didate one (which will be determined by a coin 
toss). That candidate will have four minutes to an-
swer. Then, candidate two has two minutes to cross 
examine candidate one, after which time candi-
date two has four minutes to answer that same 
question. That format repeats but candidates take 
turns answering the question first. There will be 
time for six questions for each race. Council candi-
dates start approximately at 7 p.m.  

Also, we are looking for a child master of ceremonies! 
That’s right, someone in the second or third grade with 
excellent reading skills who would like to kick off the 
night. A script is being written. Because that’s what it 
is all about – the children and bringing the communi-
ty together. Contact me at 429-9901 if you know of 
the perfect child MC! (One of the lines will be: “Let’s 
get ready to rumble. May the best candidates win!”)

Sincerely, Monica Stark

Meet your school board candidatesIntroducing the new 
superintendent of schools: 
Mr. José L. Banda
(Editor’s note: Look 
for ongoing guest col-
umns from school 
officials, teachers, 
students in this publi-
cation. This first col-
umn is an introduc-
tion for the new year 
from the new Sacra-
mento City Unified 
School District Su-
perintendent, José L. 
Banda.)

Sacramento is a city on the move, a rising and di-
verse urban center known for smart leadership, in-
novation and creativity. It’s a city that respects its 
past while pushing toward a brighter future. As 
Superintendent of the Sacramento City Unified 
School District, I am honored and thrilled to serve 
a community so rich with history and brimming 
with possibility.

Our goal at Sac City is to prepare every student 
to work, thrive and participate in the community in 
which they were raised.  As such, I am committed to 
ensuring equitable access, closing pervasive oppor-
tunity gaps and providing an excellent education to 
every single student. Sacramento has embraced lo-
cal sourcing in food and other products. Our schools 
are working to develop locally sourced innovators by 
educating the leaders of tomorrow. 

Implementation of  Common Core State Stan-
dards will help us ensure that every student grad-
uates from high school fully prepared for college 
and careers. These standards, adopted by the state 
Board of  Education in 2010, detail what every stu-
dent should know and be able to do at every grade 
level. The math standards challenge students to 
think by emphasizing problem-solving over mem-
orization. The English language arts standards fo-
cus on academic writing and deep reading. Al-
though the new standards are more rigorous, we 
believe our teaching staff  and our students are up 
for the challenge.

Of course, staff and students cannot perform at 
their highest without the support of families and the 
community. Engagement and involvement – by fam-
ilies, neighbors and community partners – is criti-
cal to our success as a district. There are many ways 
to become involved: Volunteer at a campus, attend 
school functions, join the PTA or PTO and support 
fundraisers. Most importantly, take a few minutes to 
ask the children in your life what they are learning.

Finally, I’d like to thank once again the many voters 
who helped pass Measures Q and R two years ago. 
We are leveraging these funds to make our schools 
healthier, more sustainable and better equipped to 
meet the needs of these high-tech times. Our stu-
dents deserve the best learning environments we can 
give them. Thank you for supporting their futures.

Sacramento has the potential to be one of the best 
mid-size cities in the country. It already has a truly 
great school district to get it started.

José l. Banda
Superintendent

See School Board, page 18

José L. Banda

Challenger Ellen Cochrane

Incumbant Jeff Cuneo
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ADDITION SPECIALIST YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVALCLEANING

CABINETS - KITCHEN & BATH

HANDYMAN

FENCING

GET READY FOR FALL!
HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING 
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 17 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

GARY’S PAINTING
CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL                   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR OVER 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE WITH PRIDE

EXCELLENT REFERENCES       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

“Member BBB”

PAINTING

Your services are 
needed! 

Call (916) 429-9901 
and reserve your 

space on the 
East Sacramento News 

CUSTOM CONCRETE

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HARDWOOD FLOORING

Specializing in installing, sanding, 
and fi nishing hardwood fl ooring 

or repair and refurbish your current fl oors.

Call Michael – (916) 383-8742
Lic # 544159/References Available

Hardwood Flooring
PAINTING

BUILDERS
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3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

East Sac Specialists
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

tree service tree service tree service

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL service PLUMBiNG

PLUMBiNG

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

PaiNtiNGPaiNtiNG

JFK Class of ‘74 - 40 Year Reunion
October 11,2014   6 p.m. -11 p.m.

Embassy Suites
100 Capitol Mall

Sacramento CA 95814

To stay current on reunion information, follow the reunion Facebook page
at John F. Kennedy HS, Sacramento CA Class of 1974
For Further Information, contact Kevin Scott at Kevin.scott@norne.
com or at (213) 926-2626.

Mix Mingle and 
Catch Up With
Classmates!

$75 per person 
(if purchased by Oct. 3rd)

100.00 per person 
(if purchased at the door)

45th YEAR REUNION of the JFK Class of 1969
October 18, 2014

Dante Club– 6 p.m.
2330 Fair Oaks Blvd, Sacramento, Ca 95825

http://www.danteclub.com/

Alumni should also visit the 
class website and complete 
profile information: www.

jfk69.com

RSVP: Mark Carlos 6751 Swenson Way, 
Sacto, CA 95831– (916) 870-3154 
or email: mdcarlos@gmail.com

$65 per person, includes entertaiment–
by our own alumni–Al Skinner (not to be missed)

CALL AND 
PLACE 

YOUR EVENT 
TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

Holiday Craft Faire
Saturday, November 1

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Mission Oaks 

Community Center
4701 Gibbons Drive,

Carmichael
972-0336
MORPD.COM

CALL AND PLACE YOUR 
EVENT TODAY!

(916) 429-9901
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Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

OctOber

Toddler / Pre-school storytime at 
McKinley (Family/All Ages)
Oct.2, 9, 16, 23: Songs, fingerplays and 
stories especially for ages 18 months to 5 
years old. Storytime is followed by playtime! 
Make new friends and play with toys at the 
McKinley Library, located at 601 Alhambra 
Blvd. The fun starts at 10:30 a.m.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Aloha Festival 
Oct. 4: From 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Native Ha-
waiian and other Pacific Islander exhib-
its, workshops, presentation, arts and crafts, 
merchandise, food and entertainment will 
be offered for free at Cal-Expo. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Asian food and cultural bazaar
Oct. 4:  The Sacramento Japanese Unit-
ed Methodist Church will host its annu-
al Asian Food and Cultural  Bazaar at 6929 
Franklin Blvd. from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
bazaar will feature teriyaki chicken, sushi, 
sesame chicken, chow mein, udon, Kore-
an short ribs, a variety of baked goods and 
more cooked on-site by church members 
and friends.  Free entertainment will in-
clude performances by Na Aikane (a uku-
lele group) performing at 11 a.m., and Sac-
ramento Taiko (noon).  The event will also 
feature handmade items crafted by the Bou-
tique Committee. For more information 
about the Asian Food and Cultural Bazaar 
or any of the SJUMC programs, please go 
to our website at www.sacjumc.com or call 
(916) 421-1017.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Monster University Movie at 
McClatchy Library
Oct. 4: Mike and James are an inseparable 
pair, but that wasn’t always the case. From 
the moment these two mismatched mon-
sters met they couldn’t stand each other. 
“Monsters University” unlocks the door to 
how Mike and Sulley overcame their differ-
ences and became friends. Rated G 104 min. 
Disney/Pixar copyright. Movie starts at 
3:30 p.m., movie is rated G. The McClatchy 
Library is located at 2112 22nd St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The International Poet: Writing 
Across Continents (Adult)
Oct. 4: Read and write poetry in internation-
al styles! Starting at 10:30 a.m., poet and ed-
itor Frank Dixon Graham will show poet-
ry from around the world in this eight week 
series. Attend one session or all eight at 
McKinley Library, 601 Alhambra Blvd. This 
week’s class – Middle Eastern Poetics. Look-
ing at the poems of Hafiz Rumi and other 
more modern writers, attendees will have ma-
terial to consider. Our own writers will form 
their own Ghazal poem in class or at home. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Theodore Judah Elementary 
fundraiser
Oct. 4: Compton’s market is hosting a 
neighborhood barbecue and carnival from 
noon to 4:30 p.m. There will be food, wine 
tasting, live music, raffles and a giveaway.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Friends of Sacramento Public 
Library Warehouse Sale 
Oct. 4 and 11: More than 100,000 “gently 
used” books, videos, and audio books will be 
offered for prices from fifty cents to $2 at the 

Saturday, Oct. 4 and Saturday, Oct11 sale at 
the warehouse of the Friends of the Sacra-
mento Public Library. There will also be a $6 
bag sale outside the warehouse on sale days.
 The warehouse is at the rear of the Friends’ 
“Book Den” store at Suite E, 8250 Belve-
dere Avenue, just south of 14th Ave. be-
tween Power Inn Rd. and Florin-Perkins 
Rd.  Plenty of parking is available, but visi-
tors should be careful not to park between 
the “No Parking” signs on the south side of 
Belvedere. Sale hours will be from 9 a.m. 
to 4 pm. There will also be a preview for 
Friends members only on Friday October 
3 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. (You can join at the 
door for $15). Income from the sale helps 
pay for programs, equipment, and materi-
als local libraries need but can’t afford. The 
“Book Den”, with most items priced indi-
vidually from $3 up, will be open during the 
sale, as well as weekly on Thursdays, Fri-
days, and Saturdays. For more information, 
call 731-8493 or go to fspl@att.net.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––                                                 

Meditation and More with David 
Roberts
Oct. 6: Meditation is a great way to main-
tain well-being and promote good health. 
This free workshop consists of physical re-
laxation exercises, group discussions on top-
ics relevant to our daily and inner lives, and 
simple and practical meditations. Join us 
at the Hart Senior Center, 915 27th St. in 
midtown Sacramento, 1:30 to 3 p.m. Re-
serve your space by calling 808-5462 or vis-
iting the Hart Senior Center front desk. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Read to a Dog at McKinley 
(School Age (6-12))
Oct. 7: Read to a Dog is a fun and proven 
method for boosting a child’s reading skills by 
reading to a trained therapy dog and adult vol-
unteer. Children may bring their own books 
to read to a furry friend or they may borrow 
a book from the library’s collection. Session 
starts at 3 p.m. and is held at the McKinley Li-
brary, located at 601 Alhambra Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Measure L and SMUD WARD 3 
candidate forum
Oct. 7: A community forum on the “Strong 
Mayor“ or “Community Checks and Balanc-
es Act of 2014” will be held on October 7th 
at the Clunie Auditorium, 601 Alhambra 
Blvd. At 6:30 p.m. in the Clunie Auditori-
um. Measure L would revise the Sacramen-
to City Charter and change the city’s current 
“council manager” form of government to a 
“mayor-council” form. The event will have 
Sacramento Tomorrow speaking for Mea-
sure L and the Sacramento League of Wom-
en Voters opposing it. The public will be in-
vited to present questions on the measure to 
both groups. Also present at the forum will 
be candidates for SMUD Board, Ward 3. 
Candidates Kevin Ferreira, Gregg Fishman 
and Mark Guerrero have been invited to 
make presentations on their candidacy and 
answer audience questions. The forum is 
sponsored by the McKinley East Sacramen-
to Neighborhood Association (MENA). 
Questions on the forum can be directed to 
Deane Dana, dd3gov@gmail.com , or Mar-
tin Katz, martyakatz@gmail.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Preschool Storytime at 
McClatchy Library 
Oct. 7: Starting at 10 a.m., come for books, 
songs, stories and fun. Everyone is welcome 
to “stay and play” time with our great toys. 
Looking forward to seeing you there!  Mc-
Clatchy Library is located at 2112 22nd St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Political forum at Clunie Clubhouse
Oct. 8: There will be a political forum fea-
turing a question and answer session with 
Cyril Shah and Jeff Harris at 6 p.m., and 
Steve Cohn and Kevin McKarty at 7 p.m. 
Clunie Clubhouse, 601 Alhambra Blvd. 
The event is sponsored by East Sacramento 
Preservation and the Sierra Curtis Neigh-
borhood Association and will be moderated 
by the League of Women Voters. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Baby Storytime at McKinley 
(Family/All Ages)
Oct. 8, 15, 22: Babies from birth to 18 
months old and their parents/caregivers can 
enjoy great books, lively songs, and rhymes 
and meet other babies in the neighborhood. 

Starts at 10:30 a.m. at McKinley Library, 
601 Alhambra Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Advanced ESL Conversation 
(Adult)
Oct. 8: Toni Chapralis will lead a conversa-
tion group for advanced ESL learners start-
ing at 5 p.m. at the McClatchy Library, 2112 
22nd St. Toni Chapralis formerly taught at 
the Fremont School for Adults. Teens and 
adults are welcome. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

All Sacramento Public Libraries 
closed
Oct. 9: All Sacramento Public Libraries will 
be closed all day for staff training.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food truck festival at McKinley Park
Oct. 10: Enjoy food from local food truck 
vendors from 5 to 8 p.m.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Enjoy a free concert during “Hart 
in the Park”
Oct. 10: Looking for something new to 
do at lunchtime? Stop by Marshall Park 
on 28th and J Streets in midtown Sacra-
mento for a special performance by “Sing-
ers with Hart” and other musical per-
formers from the Ethel MacLeod Hart 
Senior Center.  Presented by the Hart Se-
nior Center and the Sacramento Metro-
politan Arts Commission, the “Hart in 

Calendar continued on page 19
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PrOViDe a ShOrt 
BiOGraPhY/tell Me 
aBOUt the eDUcatiON 
YOU receiVeD aND hOW 
YOU GOt iNtereSteD 
iN eDUcatiON tO BeGiN 
With.

ellen cochrane: I was born in Mer-
cy Hospital 52 years ago, attended 
David Lubin Elementary School, 
Sutter Middle School, Sacramento 
High, and Sacramento City College. 
I graduated from U.C. Davis with a 
degree in Russian in 1984. I worked 
overseas in Moscow as an attaché in 
the American Embassy Press and 
Culture section. There, I was priv-
ileged to witness the historic unrav-
eling of communism.

After that, I traveled widely, met 
many people from different countries 
and cultures. That is how I developed 
an “internationalist perspective.”

I returned to Sacramento to become 
a teacher in our public schools. I was 
drawn to education because I saw so 
many young people around the world 
whose lives were changed with edu-
cation. Because I speak Spanish and 
Russian, I became an English Lan-
guage Learner instructor and Pro-
gram Coordinator, and here the in-
ternationalist perspective of my 20s 
came into good use. I’ve been a class-
room teacher for 17 years.

I have received three great honors 
while teaching. I was runner up for Elk 
Grove’s Teacher of the Year. The oth-
er two are the most important awards 
I’ve ever received. Two different stu-
dents chose me as their most influen-
tial teacher. The handful of students 
who get to select the award are mul-
titalented and are the top GPA earn-
ers in the entire district. I was so proud 
that these immigrant girls did so well 
and remembered me, their English 
Learner teacher from middle school. I 
helped Karina get documented and she 
is now studying to be a doctor. Liang 
graduated with honors from Berkeley 
with a degree in Political Science.

I’m also the outgoing President of 
East Sacramento Preservation, the 
largest neighborhood group in East 
Sacramento.

 
Jeff cuneo: I was born and raised in 
Sacramento and have lived the major-
ity of my life in this city. I attended 
public schools. I am married to Carrie, 
also a longtime Sacramento resident, 
whom I met in high school. I have two 
children, Charlie and Haddie. 

In 2010, I was elected to the Sac-
ramento City Unified School Dis-
trict Board of Education for Area 2. 
Since that time, I have collaborated 
with parents, teachers and district 
staff to support our local schools. I 
helped the district become financial-

ly stable while targeting spending on 
students and the classrooms. Stu-
dent achievement has risen through-
out the school district and our local 
schools are the highest performing in 
the city. I supported facility upgrades 
at our schools, created partnerships 
with non-profits that have brought 
needed programs to students and 
communities, and increased oppor-
tunities for parent engagement.  

I have an undergraduate degree in 
political science and philosophy from 
University of California, Santa Barba-
ra. I received a master’s degree in gov-
ernment and public policy from Cal-
ifornia State University, Sacramento. 
I obtained a law degree from North-
eastern University School of Law.

Since 2006, I have been a juvenile 
justice attorney representing youth in 
delinquency proceedings. I am com-
mitted daily to making a positive im-
pact on young people’s lives. I work 
with school districts, mental health 
services, community organizations 
and other legal systems to improve the 
lives of my children clients.

I founded and managed a legal clinic 
at WIND Youth Center that brought 
innovative and necessary services and 
counsel to homeless and disadvan-
taged children. I mentored a foster 
youth for almost 10 years and remain 
friends with him today. I co-chaired 
the Sacramento County Children’s 
Report Card in 2006, 2008, and 2011. 
My work helped document more than 
45 issue areas, including education, so-
cial well-being, economics, safety and 
health, in regard to children in Sac-
ramento County. I led approximate-
ly 100 community members in devel-
oping data metrics, discussing policy, 
building consensus and publishing 
the Report Card.

My entire professional life and com-
munity involvement focused on sup-
porting children and students in the 
Sacramento area. I saw first hand the 
inadequacies and failures of our local 
education system. I felt that I could 
provide the necessary leadership and 
direction to make our system more re-
sponsive to students, engage parents in 
a more comprehensive way, and pro-
vide the necessary supports to teach-
ers. I wanted to ensure all our children 
are prepared for college and career.

I have spent the last four years as 
a school board member putting those 
ideals into practice.

WHY ARE YOU RUNNING 
FOR SCHOOL BOARD? WHAT 
ARE YOUR TOP THREE 
PRIORITIES?

Jeff cuneo: I believe that being a 
school board member is a special, 
trusted community position. The 
school board is not a “steppingstone” 
or simply another political office to 
me. I knew and continue to know how 

important the position is, not only to 
my children’s future but our commu-
nity’s as well. Being a school board 
member is and has been my passion. 

School board is my first choice and 
the only community position I have 
sought.

I will continue to represent the in-
terests of my community, provide 
leadership on important educational 
issues and always ask, “What is best 
for our students?”

My three priorities continue to be: 

(1) Expand educational options for 
students and families. This includes 
supporting the K-12 International 
Baccalaureate educational pathway 
at Caleb Greenwood and Kit Car-
son. I will find new options at the 
high school level to ensure that par-
ents and students have the educa-
tional experience they want. I will 
support unique programs that keep 
our neighborhood schools the high-
est performing in the city.

(2) Accountability to students, par-
ents, taxpayers, and community 
members. I saved the district mil-
lions of dollars by ending unnec-
essary contracts with outside con-
sultants that were not being spent 
on our schools. I helped end deficit 
spending and support a more inclu-
sive, community-based budget pro-
cess. I have made sure that taxpay-
er dollars are being spent wisely and 
with accountability to our commu-
nity. I will continue to ensure trans-
parency in our budget. I will contin-
ue to demand fiscal responsibility 
and focus district spending on class-
rooms and schools.

(3) Changing the culture of our 
school district. When I arrived at 
the school board, the school dis-
trict was defined by bickering, in-
fighting and personality conflicts. 
I have worked, and will continue to 
work to change that culture, focus-
ing on what is best for our students. 
I held board hearings on student 
achievement. I will continue to focus 
board debates on public policy issues 
and its affects on our schools and 
students. This continues to make a 
positive impact on our school dis-
trict’s responsiveness to students and 
communities. And it has helped in-
crease student achievement, gradua-
tion rates and the overall climate and 
culture of our district. I will contin-
ue to improve our district’s culture 
and how it relates to students, par-
ents and communities.

ellen cochrane: Many teach-
ers, parents and neighbors asked 
me to run because they know that I 
care about the schools in our neigh-
borhoods and will work hard to re-
store trust between parents, teachers 
and the board. Here are my priorities:  

One, to work respectfully and openly 
in partnership with parents, the com-
munity and teachers to achieve results 
we can all celebrate; two, to work to 
bring our area a truly comprehensive 
high school (small, boutique schools 
do not answer this need); and three, 
to defend our system of free public 
education, open to all, from any who 
would exploit or privatize it for prof-
it. Our public schools are guardians 
of democracy itself. I believe passion-
ately in making them thrive.  To that 
end, I will bring 17 years of hands-on 
classroom experience.  I will also bring 
leadership experience as president of 
the largest neighborhood group in 
East Sacramento. 

What DO YOU thiNk 
aBOUt the SchOOl re-
FOrM MOVeMeNt? aND, 
What’S YOUr OPiNiON OF 
it lOcallY? 

ellen cochrane: The word, reform, 
has been misappropriated by char-
ter advocates who want to privatize 
our public schools. I believe that free 
public education is the foundation 
of America. It should be improved 
and updated for the 21st Century. It 
should not be torn apart. The char-
ter operation leaves children behind, 
especially vulnerable populations like 
special needs kids and English Lan-
guage Learners, not to mention kids 
in the middle.

Jeff cuneo: I have been a school board 
member who listens to my communi-
ty and makes decisions in the best in-
terests of students. I am a pragmatic 
policy-maker and focus my attention 
on improving our local schools and 
our school district. 

I do not believe any “movement” or 
ideology has the right answers for my 
community or the issues I have cham-
pioned over the last four years. I am 
not an ideologue nor do I adhere to a 
rigid set of beliefs. Rather, I talk to my 
constituents, listen to our local educa-
tors, digest the facts about any partic-
ular issue, and make the best decision 
for my schools and school district.

As a school board member, the 
“school reform movement” has never 
been a topic of conversation. In fact, 
no local representatives of the move-
ment have involved themselves in the 
numerous policy debates I have par-
ticipated in over the last four years. 
Locally, the “school reform movement” 
is a non-entity. 

If you go: 
What: Debate between Ellen Co-
chrane and Jeff Cuneo for school 
board and between Jeff Harris and 
Cyril Shah for council
When: Tuesday, Oct. 21 at 6 p.m.
Where: Theodore Judah Elementary 
Gymnasium, 3919 McKinley Blvd.

School Board:
Continued from page 13
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HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster,  Stucco,  Repai rs  and 
Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call 
Steven at 230-2114.

#1 BookkEEPER
31 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

bookkEEpINgTAx pREpARER

#1 TAx pREpARER
31 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business 
Tax returns including Corp & Partnerships. 
We prepare expertly all past tax returns
including all State returns. Get the most 
deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. 
today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada 
(775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

 Sell your car! 429-9901

SuMMER CLEAN up SpECIALS
Rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod 
placement, rototilling, pressure washing/power 
spray, yard work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub 
removal, general labor, fence repair, odd jobs & 
more. References available. In buisness for 17 
years. Licensed. Call Les at 838-1247.

HARDwooD fLooRS
REfINISH oR INSTALL
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring or refurbish 
your existing hardwood floors. Call Michael at  (916) 
383-8742. Lic#544159 Ref available

for a box 
classified

ad
Call Melissa

429-9901

Live here ... Live at your own pace

eskaton.org | 866-ESKATON

Eskaton Monroe Lodge
Independent Living with Services

3225 Freeport Boulevard | Sacramento, CA 95818
916-265-0045

People are friendly at Eskaton Monroe Lodge. Maybe it’s the lively 

environment or the set-your-own-pace lifestyle.

Friendships blossom at our picturesque lodge, where you can join in on the 

recreation and excursions, spend time on the putting green or in the garden, 

or meet friends over tasty meals in our dining room. Surrounded by three acres 

of trees and minutes from downtown Sacramento, Eskaton Monroe Lodge is 

a country-like retreat with city advantages. Convenient services keep life easy 

(and fun). 

Call now. Join us for one or all of our monthly guest lecture series. And 

find out why Eskaton Monroe Lodge is your answer to living the fullest, most 

independent life possible. Call 916-265-0045 today. 

ESKATON INDEPENDENT LIVING with SERVICES

the Park” concert series showcases the 
singing talents of a group of adults age 50 
and older, led by professional music di-
rector, Christiana Quick-Cleveland. The 
concert is free and open to the public. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The International Poet: Writing 
Across Continents (Adult)
Oct. 11: Read and write poetry in inter-
national styles! Poet and editor Frank 
Dixon Graham will show poetry from 
around the world in this eight week se-
ries. Attend one session or all eight. This 
week’s class - The Latin American Lyr-
ic. Taking a close look at the countries of 
Mexico, El Salvador, and Chile in par-
ticular, attendees will take a brief look at 
the place of poetry in the region, as well 
as Spain’s lasting historical influence on 
literary community of the Americas. At-
tendees can learn to write an ode in the 
tradition of Pablo Neruda. Event starts 
at 10:30 a.m. at the McKinley Library, 
located at 601 Alhambra Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pirate Treasure Scavenger Hunt 
at McKinley & McClatchy (Family/
All Ages)
Oct. 11: Put on your pirate costume and 
join us for a fun-filled afternoon! Festiv-

ities will begin at the McKinley Library 
where we will be making pirate maps, 
eye-patches, hooks, and hats from 11 
a.m. to noon. Then join us for a scaven-
ger hunt through midtown, finding clues 
along the way until you the reach the 
McClatchy Library. Scavenger hunt fin-
ishers will find prizes at end their jour-
ney along with pirate games and snacks 
from 2-3 p.m. Come for any or all parts 
of our Pirate Treasure Hunt Extrava-
ganza! The fun starts and ends at the 
McKinley Library, 601 Alhambra Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tolkien Book Club at McClatchy 
(Book Club)
Oct. 11: Starting at 1:30 p.m., the Tolk-
ien Book Club is open to all who enjoy the 
works of R.R. Tolkien. All are welcome to 
this book club meeting the second Saturday 
of every month at the McClatchy Library, 
2112 22nd St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Preschool Storytime at McClatchy 
Library (Early Childhood (0-5))
Oct. 14:  Every Tuesday at 10 a.m. chil-
dren and their families are invited for to 
read books, sing songs, tell stories and 
have fun. Everyone is welcome to “stay and 
play” time with our great toys. McClatchy 
Library is located at 2112 22nd St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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BEAUTIFUL ENGLISH TUDOR
Fabulous 44th Street! 1920's charm preserved while many 
modern upgrades were added, including remodeled bathrooms, 
kitchen and den. 4 or 5 bedrooms 2½ baths, Newer roof, 
instant hot water system with tank-less heater. Relax in front 
courtyard and lovely backyard with beamed patio cover. Large 
1/4 basement and garage. $1,069,500

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

SPACIOUS AND REDONE!
3 bedroom 3 bath home just a couple blocks from the park.  
Living room has high ceilings and lots of natural light. The 
kitchen is large enough for family dining or entertaining and 
overlooks the large family room with high ceilings and a gas log 
burning fireplace. Both upstairs master bedrooms are spacious 
with walk-in closets. $549,900

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

FABULOUS E. SACRAMENTO
East Sacramento at its best!! Completely remodeled 3 bed-
room, 2 bath home located minutes from McKinley Park. 
Amenities include new electrical, HVAC, plumbing, newer sewer 
line, tankless water heater, and a gourmet remodeled kitchen 
with island. Master suite with a large closet and finished bath. 
Backyard is perfect for entertaining. $599,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED
2 bedroom home with updated kitchen featuring granite coun-
ters, stainless appliances, new stainless refrigerator.  New 
central heat & air, updated bath with new tile floor and granite 
counter, freshly painted, hardwood floors, separate laundry room 
with washer and dryer included. Near Med Center. $347,000

BETH HARNEY 995-4120
COLLEEN WIFVAT 719-2324

BRICK TUDOR CHARMER
4 or 5 bedroom 3 bath home on beautiful tree-lined 36th 
Street. First time on the market in years. Beautifully refinished 
hardwood floors in the living and dining room. Brand new carpet 
in all four bedrooms as well as the paneled den and guest 
cottage. Roof and windows have been replaced too! The pos-
sibilities here are endless. $550,000

SUSAN BALDO 541-3706

GREAT URBAN LIVING
Blocks to the Capitol, theaters, restaurants and future 
arena! Large 2 bedroom condo is on the lower level with 
balcony and stairs to the enclosed greenbelt and campus. 
Great decorator colors, newer recessed lighting, plantation 
shutters! $214,900

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495
PAMELA ANDERSON 502-2729

CHARMING
This charming East Sacramento three bedroom home is min-
utes from Mckinley Park and is on a great street. This home in-
cludes a gourmet kitchen, hardwood floors, a vintage fireplace, 
a spacious floor plan, and a large indoor laundry. The backyard 
is perfect for family BBQs and entertaining. $419,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

RIVER PARK CHARMER
2or 3 bedroom home, newly refinished hardwood floors, dual pane 
windows and recessed lights. Updated kitchen opens to den (what 
was once a third bedroom) with slider door to the brick inlaid patio 
and yard. Remodeled bathroom features cute tile floor with glass 
tile accents. New central heat and air. $354,900

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

MIDTOWN LOFT
Beautiful two story loft with stained concrete floors on 1st floor and 
bamboo hardwood on the 2nd floor. Open layout with spacious living 
room / kitchen and dining areas as well as high ceilings and a fully 
upgraded kitchen with granite counter-tops. Upstairs and downstairs 
baths, indoor laundry room. New urban living at its best! $479,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048
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