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PEDNING

4 bds (2 Master Suites) 3+ tile baths, large open 
Ktchn & Fmly rm perfect for entertaining with 
latest amenities. Custom hrdwd deck, waterfall & 
pond add to rear yard accents. 

375 33rd St  •  $879,000

Full & Part Time Available

caringconnectionchildrenscenter.com

Preschool & Infant/Toddler Care

Midtown Campus: 916-261-0796

CARING CONNECTION

Elk Grove Campus: 916-686-5029
West Sac Campus: 916-371-3301

Mere Mortals
Rocking the Sacramen-

to area since 1999, this high 
energy, four piece band fea-
tures an eclectic blend of tal-
ent and experience. Playing 
a great dance mix of classic 
rock, R&B, blues rock, and 
rockin’ oldies, and with over 
100 songs to choose from, 
their song list is tailored to 
each performance. Mere Mor-
tals also has a 5-star rating on 
GigMasters, and performs 
at all types of venues includ-
ing corporate events, parties, 
weddings, and wineries in the 
Sacramento and Northern 
California area.With a great 
dance mix of blues, blues-
rock, classic rock, R&B & 
oldies, Mere Mortals is one 
of the Sacramento area’s best 
party bands. 

Rocking Sacramento since 
1999, this four piece band 
features an excellent blend of 
talent and experience.  

Their lineup includes the 
powerful and versatile vocal-
ist Mark Herin on lead vocals, 
harmonica, rhythm guitar, 
and percussion, the exciting 
lead guitar work of one of 

the area’s best guitarists - An-
gel Reyes, the driving groove 
bass playing of Steve Belle-
ci, Craig Ness or John Sey-
mour, in sync with the solid 
drum playing of Kim Nel-
son.  With very talented op-
tional special guests such as: 
21 year old Kyle Rowland on 
harmonica, Mario Perugi-
ni on saxophone, and his 14 
year old son Gianni on trum-
pet, 17 year old Ryder Green 
on guitar, and two other great 
guitarists - Brian McGuire or 
George Pfiefer, Mere Mortals 
always treats their audience to 
a great performance.  

Their song list includes 
songs by: Eric Clapton, Stevie 

Ray Vaughan, BB King, ZZ 
Top, the Rolling Stones, the 
Beatles, and Van Morrison, to 
name a few.

Having played venues which 
include: 4th of July Spectac-
ular at Sunrise Mall, Feath-
er Falls Casino, Jan’s Lounge, 
Laughs Unlimited, The Pur-
ple Place, Sierra Railroad 
and Sacramento River Train, 
Louie’s, Swabbies, Capital 
Harness Racing at Cal Expo, 
Kings Games at ARCO Are-
na, River Cats games at Ral-
ey Field, and the Powerhouse 
Pub, Mere Mortals have prov-
en that they are one of the 
best dance bands in the Sac-
ramento area! 

The River Park Neighborhood Association will be 
staging the annual 4th of July Festival at Glenn Hall Park 
in River Park.  The celebration begins at 10 a.m. with the 
firecracker parade of antique cars through the neighbor-
hood and children’s bike parade from Caleb Greenwood 
to the park. The festival will include carnival games, a 
bounce house, face painting, balloon artists, potato sack 
and egg races, and a water balloon toss. Food and bever-
ages will be available for purchase from The Wienery, Mi 
Cocina Mexican Food, and Jamba Juice. Come and enjoy 
plenty of activities for children and information by local 
artists and arts organizations arranged by Arts in Riv-
er Park and musical entertainment by Mere Mortals un-
til 1 p.m.  Sponsors and supporters include: River Park 
Neighborhood Association, River Park Mother’s Club, 
City of Sacramento Council Member Jeff Harris, Arts 
in River Park, The Wienery, Jamba Juice, and Compton’s 
Market. If you would like to participate in the festival, 
contact Brenda Jew Waters at bjewwaters@aol.com, or 
by phone at 730-8934. 

Organizers are gearing up for the 4th 
of July Festival at Glenn Hall Park 

Shown here is the balloon artist David Gonzales, 
who will be at the 4th of July celebration.
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By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

About 93 veterans from 
Northern California were pre-
sented the royal treatment 
with a lavish dinner at the Elks 
Lodge No. 6 on June 3 before 
flying out of Sacramento Met-
ropolitan Airport the following 
day to Washington D.C. At no 
cost to the veterans, the “Hon-
or Flight,” as the annual trip has 
been called since its inception 
in 2005, brings joy and rever-
ence to the vets as they were 
met with hundreds of support-

ers who thanked them for their 
service. The trip also included 
visits to war memorials and the 
Arlington Cemetery as well as 
food and hotel lodging. 

For years, many local war 
veterans never had the chance 
to visit the memorials creat-
ed to honor them in Wash-
ington D.C. However, with 
the help of the North Coast 
Honor Flight, that changed 
and is now nationwide. Quot-
ed in the Elks newsletter was 
the following description from 
Steven Justus, North Coast 

Honor Flight Co-Chairman, 
who said, “(The Honor Flight) 
gives these folks a chance to be 
visible again, to be validated as 
real whole human beings, that 
have had a big history.”

Local Elks members Clar-
ence Facha and Tony Muljat 
were amongst the 93 or so vet-
erans who were honored for 
their service. The lodge drive-
way and some of the landscape 
were lined with more than 
120 American flags, and there 
was also a flag line made up by 
members of the Patriot Guard 
Riders, a group that attends the 
funerals for veterans, police of-
ficers and firefighters and that 
also partakes in community pa-
triotic events like the one held 
at the Elks Lodge, No. 6.

Asked about how he enjoyed 
the trip, Clarence, a World 
War II veteran, said, “It was 
a wonderful trip. I can’t say 
anything bad about it. People 
met us at the airport. It was 
unbelievable. They shook our 
hands. It brought tears to my 
eyes. It was really nice. I felt 
like a hero, which I am not.”

Just out of high school, Clar-
ence joined the Marines. Al-
though he had a “farm defer-
ment,” his friends had joined, 
so he went. As part of the first 
wave of Marines on Saipan Is-
land on June 15, 1944, he went 
in with amphibious tanks after 
the initial bombardment. His 

battalion was on the extreme 
left flank which, because of its 
exposure, suffered the worst of 
the counterattack. His battal-
ion received a presidential ci-
tation for their heroic efforts. 
Nine months later, on Feb. 23, 
1945, Clarence witnessed the 
flag raising on Iwo Jima and 
his battalion was awarded their 
second presidential citation.

Still active in the Elks at age 
91 helping with maintenance 
around the lodge as part of 
the P.M. Crew, Clarence says 
his eyesight is not what it 
used to be. “But, they all work 
with me. It works out. They 
treat me very nice. They are 
nice people. I have no com-
plaints whatsoever.”

On the night of the dinner at 
the Elks, there was one avail-
able seat, unbeknownst to Elks 
leaders, so the seat was offered 
to Clarence who after the din-

ner ran home, packed his bags 
at the last minute before the 
departure the next morning.

Speaking in more detail 
about that exciting turn of 
events, Clarence said, “I heard 
about the dinner at the last 
minute. I went to (the dinner) 
to see if I could go next year (on 
the Honor Flight). There were 
so many veterans there. One of 
the vets came up to me. As soon 
as he found out I was in World 
War II, he said he’ll try to get 
me on (the plane). He had me 
sit at his table and wait. Then 
he came back and said, ‘Go 
home and pack.’ So we (Clar-
ence’s wife Marilyn and he) 
rushed home, packed up and 
came back to the Elks. I then 
stayed at the motel that night. I 
left in such a hurry, I forgot my 
medication. So I called Marilyn 

Elks Lodge, No. 6 sent veterans off to D.C. in patriotic style

See Flight, page 5

Photos by Xeff Scolari
Shown here is a photo of veteran Frank Scolari in Washington D.C. Frank, who 
resides in Eureka, was also a part of the Honor Flight. 
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and they got it out to me. It was 
successful. It was very nice.”

Just out of high school, Clar-
ence joined the Marines. Al-
though he had a “farm defer-
ment,” his friends had joined, 
so he went. As part of the first 
wave of Marines on Saipan Is-
land on June 15, 1944, he went 
in with amphibious tanks after 
the initial bombardment. His 
battalion was on the extreme 
left flank which, because of its 
exposure, suffered the worst of 
the counterattack. His battal-
ion received a Presidential ci-
tation for their heroic efforts. 
Nine months later, on February 
23, 1945, Clarence witnessed 
the flag raising on Iwo Jima and 
his battalion was awarded their 
second Presidential citation.

Similar to Clarence, Tony also 
made the decision to board the 
Honor Flight at the last min-
ute, but with a little bit of urging 
from his wife of 66 years, Anne 
Muljat. “I told him to go. Go, 
go,” she said, jovially. And when 
he returned she said he couldn’t 
stop talking about the trip. 

“It was great,” said Tony. “I had 
the chills. Everything was up to 
par. Every place we went to, we 
were welcomed highly. We had 
ample transportation and met 
a lot of people. We had time to 
observe different things in the 
area. The changing of the guards 
at the Arlington Cemetery was 
one of the highlights. The cem-

etery is acres and acres of white 
tombstones. People were there 
visiting from all over the coun-
try. Clarence and I saw each oth-
er at different intervals. He went 
one way, I went another way. We 
hooked up with different peo-
ple. That was part of our trip. It 
will be something I will remem-
ber the rest of my life, doing this 
and I was honored and gratified 
that I could take this trip and be 
with different people and be on 
the flights. We had nice accom-
modations, a good hotel; food 
was ample. It was for the veter-
ans. I never thought they had 
anything like this. I felt honored 
to be picked by our lodge to go 
on this trip.” 

One of the veterans who par-
took in the Honor Flight was 
Eureka resident Frank Scolari, 
whose granddaughter, Melissa, 
and family live in nearby Hol-
lywood Park. With a little bit 
of urging from his friends at 
the Elks in Eureka, Frank said, 
“They sort of had me prepared 
for the trip, but I was not pre-
pared in the least. It was over-
whelming. I don’t think Elvis 
Presley would’ve gotten a more 
rousing welcoming than we 
did. We had letters from fami-
ly and schools and such thank-
ing us for our duty. (The event 
at the Elks) was also very rous-
ing. They were out in the park-
ing lot welcoming us. It was our 
first meeting.(Coming from var-
ious Northern California areas), 
we all had to get down to Sacra-
mento. The honor guard troops 

were all there. When we came 
off plane, everything was lined 
with service men holding flags 
and there were people there be-
hind them. I almost wanted to 
re-enlist. My army blood is boil-

ing again. Every place in Sac-
ramento, had a police escort. It 
was just amazing. I go back to 
the days of Vietnam when we 
were almost hated for being 
over there and Korea was a for-

gotten war. They were nothing 
like World War II. Now every-
thing is turned around and peo-
ple thank you for your service. 
The pendulum has swung all 
the way back, which is good.”

Flight:
Continued from page 4

Photos courtesy of Barbara Cherry 
Shown here are the Patriot Guard Riders, an organization whose members attend the funerals of members of the U.S. 
military, firefighters, as well as volunteer at patriotic events like the Honor Flight dinner held at the Elks Lodge, No. 6.
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

A vacant parcel of land at 
the northeast corner of Fol-
som Boulevard and 58th 
Street was once an active 
place. And rumor has it that 
it may become active again 
sometime soon.

Regarding the property, 
which is located between 
the Espanol Resturant 
and Camellia Cleaners, 
and across the street from 
Corti Bros. Italian grocery 
store, Espanol Restaurant 
co-owner Perry Luigi said, 
“I was talking to Mr. Cole. 
He’s part of the corpora-
tion that owns that proper-

ty now and he kind of gave 
me a little heads up that 
something is in the works 
of going in there – five or 
six little businesses. I think 
they’re all food things, like 
a small donut shop, a small 
pizza place. I think they all 
have to deal with food, but 
I’m not sure.”

Presently, signage on the 
property, in part, reads: 
“New East Sacramento de-
velopment coming soon. 
New development. Retail/
restaurant space available. 
CBRE (commercial real es-
tate services).”

Although CBRE retail 
team representatives did 
not respond to requests for 
further information regard-
ing this Folsom Boulevard 
property by deadline, de-
tails pertaining to the site 
will be presented in this pa-
per once additional infor-
mation becomes available.

As for the history of the 
property, this corner of the 
boulevard was for many 
years home to East Sacra-
mento Nursery.

That business, which was 
originally owned by Kusu-
nosuke Miyai (1878-1972), 
began operating at this site 
in about 1929.

East Sacramento Nursery 
previously operated under 
the same ownership at its 
first location at 4746 Fol-
som Blvd. from about 1927 
to about 1929.

It is mentioned on a city 
building permit record, dat-
ed Nov. 4, 1927, that arrange-
ments were then made for 
a nursery greenhouse to be 
built at 5801 Folsom Blvd.

According to that docu-
ment, the property’s owner 
was then Jeannette Miyai.

A 1928 advertisement for 
the East Sacramento Nurs-
ery recognizes the place as 
a supplier of “shrubbery and 
all kinds of plants, florists” 
at 4746 Folsom Blvd. The 
phone number of the busi-

ness at that time was Main 
6980-J.

Although several peo-
ple who resided in that area 
during the late 1920s and 
1930s were contacted re-
garding the nursery, only 
one of those people could 
recall having seen that busi-
ness’s original location.

And when it came to the 
nursery’s existence at the 
featured address of 5801 
Folsom Blvd., the majority 
of those people recalled the 
business, but had very little 
to say about the place.

East Sacramento na-
tive Willie DaPrato, a for-
mer owner of Espanol Res-
taurant, remembers seeing 
the business at that site for 
many years.

In commenting about the 
nursery, DaPrato said, “I 
vaguely knew the people 
that owned it. They would 
come in (the Espanol) once 
in a while, but I didn’t know 
them and I didn’t have any 
conversations with them. 
They didn’t really partici-
pate in the neighborhood as 
far as I knew.”

The 1930 U.S. federal 
census recognizes the then-
52-year-old Kusunosuke as 
then residing at 1425 58th 
St. with his then-43-year-
old wife, Sumiye; his sons, 
Akira, 16, Kiyoshi, 14, and 
Ben, 6; and his 14-year-old 
daughter, Hanna.

The same census rec-
ognizes Kusunosuke and 
Sumiye (1886-1968) as 
natives of Japan and U.S. 
citizens, and their children 
as having been born in Cal-
ifornia.

In the 1936 city directo-
ry, an Arthur Miyai is list-
ed as the nursery’s man-
ager and a George Miyai 
is recognized as the nurs-
ery’s assistant manager. 
Kusunosuke was still the 
business’s proprietor at 
that time.

The 1940 census listing 
for the Miyai family shows 
few changes when compared 
to the aforementioned 1930 
census.

Although the entire fam-
ily had aged 10 years, they 

Japanese family 
established residence, 
business in East Sac in 
about the late 1920s

Photo by Lance Armstrong
This future development site at the northeast corner of Folsom Boulevard and 58th Street is the former location of the 
longtime operating businesses, East Sacramento Nursery and El Dorado Savings.

See Nursery, page 7
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5% of her commission to the SSPCA

E x p e r i e n c e  •  K n o w l e d g e  •  P a s s i o n  

• Selling Older homes for 30 years 

• Knowing the Value & Construction 
  of Older Homes 

• Passion to Perserve & Enhance
  our Neighborhood 

For A Value Of Your Home Or 
Information  On Properties Available  

Contact Janet Gatejen 

916.420.8418 
Urbanhoundproperties.com

 

Did you know…

 On 11/20/1952 the City of 

Sacramento acquired  real property at 

45th and Brand Way  by proceedings in 

eminent domain. for  use as a  public  

park. First known as Elvas Park and 

Playground, on 9/2/1965 the park was 

renamed Bertha Henschel Park…

A big thank you to everyone
for supporting the sign to
help keep pets a little bit
safer. For info on getting

sign in your yard…
contact me at

janet@urbanhoundproperties.com

or 916.420.8418

continued to reside togeth-
er at 1425 58th St.

Another change in the 
1940 census is that each 
family member, with the 
exception of Ben, are recog-
nized as “owner-operator” 
of the nursery.

Additionally, the 1930 
census’ spelling of “Hanna” 
was altered to “Hannah” in 
the 1940 census. The latter 
spelling appears to be the 
correct spelling, based on 
the fact that in nearly every 
discovered reference to this 
person, her name is spelled, 
“Hannah.”

The 1941 city directo-
ry recognizes George as a 
clerk at the nursery, Han-
nah as the bookkeeper, and 
Arthur as a nurseryman.

As a result of the Japa-
nese evacuation of World 
War II, the Miyai family 
is not listed in the follow-
ing year’s directory, and the 
nursery building had be-
come vacant.

Following the war, Arthur 
Miyai and his wife, Amy, 
reopened East Sacramen-
to Nursery at 5801 Folsom 
Blvd. and began residing at 
the aforementioned address 
of 1425 58th St.

An advertisement in the 
Dec. 14, 1945 edition of 
The Sacramento Bee reads: 
“Announcement: Now open 
for business – East Sacra-
mento Nursery and Flo-
rists, corner 58th (Street) 
and Folsom (Boulevard). 

Dial 5-8298. Potted plants, 
cut flowers.”

Arthur was involved in a 
two-car automobile acci-
dent at 8th and N streets 
on Nov. 20, 1951. He suf-
fered a knee abrasion and 
injured ribs.

The Miyais’ misfortunes 
continued as Ben was struck 
by a car while he walking 
at 58th Street and Folsom 
Boulevard on March 19, 
1952.

But both Arthur and Ben 
experienced some fortune, 
as their injuries were rela-
tively mild, considering the 
nature of the accidents.

An East Sacramento 
Nursery and Florists adver-
tisement in the May 7, 1954 
edition of The Bee encour-
aged readers at that time to 
give their mothers a potted 
plant for Mother’s Day.

The selection of potted 
flowers available at that 
time included African vi-
olets, azaleas, caladium, 
calceolaria, fuchsia, glox-
inia, hydrangeas, rhodo-
dendrons, roses and bon-
sai – “Japanese dwarf trees 
in dishes.”

Additionally, the adver-
tisement notes that the 
business was also offering 
cut flowers and corsages.

In 1955, an addition to 
the nursery was completed 
at a cost of about $3,360.

About 12 years later, the 
business’s name was short-
ened to East Sacramento 
Florists, presumably based 
on its offerings at that time. 
The place continued to use 

its previously established 
slogan, “Flowers for all oc-
casions.”

Arthur and Amy main-
tained the operation of their 
business until about 1980, 
and by 1982, an El Dorado 
Savings and Loan branch 
was operating on the site.

El Dorado Savings and 
Loan ceased operations at 
5801 Folsom Blvd. on Fri-
day, June 3, 2011 and re-
opened at its then-new and 
present location at 5500 
Folsom Blvd. three days lat-
er. The building at the lat-
ter address had previously 
housed World Savings and 
Wachovia bank branches.

After the Wachovia Cor-
poration was purchased by 
Wells Fargo in 2008, the 
5500 Folsom Blvd. build-
ing became available on the 
market, since Wells Fargo 
was already operating its 
nearby Camellia City Cen-
ter branch at 5700 Folsom 
Blvd.

During his interview for 
this article, DaPrato recalled 
another former detail about 
the featured old nursery site.

“ There was a house right 
behind (the nursery build-
ing) – a two-story house,” 
DaPrato said. “ The house 
was there when the bank 
was there, too.”

As previously mentioned 
in this article, this paper 
will provide details about 
the former nursery site at 
58th Street and Folsom 
Boulevard once additional 
information becomes avail-
able.

Nursery:
Continued from page 6
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document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

legal services

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

casey.s@chancellorhealthcare.com
www.reverecourt.com

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

Lic. #347001338/342

your ad should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

By traci rockEFELLEr 
cUSack 

Get ready to savor the 
tomato when Midtown 
Sacramento’s Sutter Dis-
trict presents the sec-
ond annual “Sacratomato 
Week” July 20-25, 2015.  
New this year, the food-
focused week will culmi-
nate with a FREE family 
friendly festival that will 
take place on the grounds 
outside of  Sutter ’s Fort 
State Historic Park on 
Saturday, July 25, from 4 
to 8 p.m. The week-long 
celebration of  Sacramen-
to’s signature commodity 
is presented by the Sutter 
District and sponsored by 
the Sacramento Munici-
pal Utilities District with 
support provided by the 
Midtown Business Asso-
ciation.

All Sutter District bars 
and restaurants are par-
ticipating in “Sacratoma-
to Week,” including:  Bar-
west, Biba, Cafe Bernardo, 
Centro Cocina Mexicana, 
Harlow’s Restaurant & 

Nightclub, INK Eats 
& Drinks, Monkey Bar, 
Paragary’s Midtown and 
Red Rabbit Kitchen & 
Bar.

All week long, the vi-
brant and engaging restau-
rants, bars and nightclubs 
located in Midtown’s Sut-
ter District will celebrate 
“Sacratomato Week” with 
tomato-themed menu op-
tions, drink specials and 
more.    The greater Sacra-
mento community is invit-
ed to stroll through Mid-
town’s lively and eclectic 
Sutter District all week 
long visiting the local res-
taurants, bars and night-
clubs to order and enjoy 
tomato-themed edibles and 
beverages bursting with 
the farm-fresh flavors that 
flourish in our agriculture-
rich region. 

Then to finish off  the 
festive week, a large-scale 
family-friendly festival 
will take place outside on 
the grounds of Sutter’s 
Fort on July 25. The free 
Sacratomato Festival will 
include lots to see and 

do, such as the following:  
an on-stage salsa mak-
ing competition present-
ed by Centro Cocina Mex-
icana; a fun and engaging 
“ Tomato University” pre-
sented by the Sacramen-
to Food Co-op that will 
feature Blue Heron Farms 
and include a tomato edu-
cation and tasting stand; a 
hands-on “ Tomato Patch” 
area for kids presented 
by the Sacramento Food 
Literacy Center complete 
with face painting, bal-
loon creations and a grow-
you r- ow n - tom ato - pl ant 
and tomato art activity; 
tasty foods for sampling 
and/or sale by Sutter Dis-
trict and other local res-
taurants and bars; cook-

ing demonstrations by the 
area’s top chefs; Midtown 
Farmers Market vendors; 
entertaining live music -- 
by Skyler’s Pool (featuring 
the husband/wife team 
of Paragary Restaurant 
Group’s Executive Chef 
Kurt Spataro and KFBK’s 
Kitty O’Neal), Element 
Brass Band and Conjunto 
Liberacion (salsa band) -- 
plus even a beer, craft and 
Bloody Mary cocktail area 
for adults.   

Interested community 
members are encouraged 
to sign up for the salsa 
making competition that 
will be judged in a blind 
taste test by a panel of 
judges.    All ingredients 
and materials will be pro-

vided although compet-
itors are each allowed to 
bring three ingredients if 
desired.  Deadline to en-
ter online is July 10 and 
the cost is $25 per per-
son to participate.  The 
winner of  the salsa mak-
ing competition will win a 
fun prize and the coveted 
“Best Salsa in the Sutter 
District” title.

To watch a “Viva La To-
mato” video clip highlighting 
the event (produced by Un-
seen Heroes), visit https://
v i meo. com / 1 2 6 2 2 5 7 9 4 .  
For more information and 
details about Sacratomato 
Week & Festival or to en-
ter the salsa making contest, 
visit www.exploremidtown.
org.

Mark your calendars: Sacratomato week is quickly approaching

Mark your calendars: Sacratomato week is quickly approaching
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By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

Excitement surrounding the inaugural 2015 
U.S. National Drone Racing Championship at 
the California State Fair on Bonney Field on 
July 16 and 17 is heating up for this first-of-
its-kind competition officially sanctioned by the 
Academy of Model Aeronautics, the Congres-
sionally mandated agency that oversees radio 
controlled and unmanned model aviation activ-
ities. With a rich heritage in agriculture, edu-
cation, technology and entertainment, the Cal-
ifornia State Fair is set to become the perfect 
venue to host this competition, which is orga-
nized by Flying Grounds Inc.

For more than 160 years, the California State 
Fair has showcased the best of the Golden State 
and organizers hope the drone racing will show-
case not only the best in the state, but the best 
in the country for the specialized sport. Dur-
ing the 2014 state fair more than 750,000 peo-
ple attended, making memories that will last a 
lifetime. Cal Expo was dedicated as a place to 
celebrate California’s achievements, industries, 
agriculture, diversity of its people, traditions 
and trends that shape the Golden State’s future. 
This year’s California State Fair will take place 

July 10-26 at Cal Expo, located at 1600 Expo-
sition Blvd. 

Valley Community Newspapers sought out 
local participants in various areas of fair 
entertainment and is featuring them as follows: 

Former Pocket News writer, Jeff Dominguez 
was appointed outreach and special projects co-
ordinator of the California Exposition and State 
Fair. He spoke to this publication about many 
different topics to explore, including the drone 
racing, which he has been instrumental in rec-
ommending the venue, Bonney Field. 

“One of the things (the state fair) highlight-
ed was the assembly line when it was developed. 
Over the course of past couple of years, it’s been 
revealed to us by our contacts in Ag that drone 
technology will pretty much revolutionize the 
way people farm, and mainly with regard to their 
role in agriculture, we decided we wanted to have 
some sort of competition. So as far as the research 
surrounding drone competitions, we found a cir-
cuit of drone racing. We got connected with a guy 
who does drone racing,” Dominguez said.

“(Scot Ressland from Flying Grounds Inc.) 
is from Berkeley and has a PhD in virtual reality. 
We brought him in, talked to him and about him 

staging a drone race. We thought we’d do (the 
drone races) in the rodeo, but it was too dusty, 
then we thought about having it in a race track. 
Then, on a whim, we drove him to Bonney Field 
and it’s the field of dreams for drones. That be-
came the focus of our goal and we came up with a 
course. It’s gaining momentum. (Ressland) start-
ed developing a lovely proposal of what he want-
ed to do,” he said.

While some readers might think that this 
drone racing is basically radio controlled airplane 
racing, Dominguez begs to differ. “The thing on 
drones is when you think of piloting or see kids 
with remote control airplanes, this is different. 
This kind of piloting is FPV – first person view. 
How these guys fly these drones – they don’t sit 
in a chair; they are equipped on board with cam-
eras that shoot out of the drones and the pilots 
wear goggles that are covered with TV monitors. 
When you look at these guys, they look like a 
bunch of Stevie Wonders.”

That’s not to say that every drone pilot wears 
said goggles; in fact, Dominguez explained that 
covering one’s eyes can be a divisive topic in the 
subculture of drone racing. “Some don’t wear gog-
gles. They look at the TV monitors instead. The 

Neighbors gear up for the state fair
File photo by Stephen Crowley

Shown here is a photograph from last year’s California State Fair. This year’s state fair will take place July 10-26 and is located at 1600 Exposition Blvd.

See State Fair, page 11
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TV monitor guys think the goggle guys are stu-
pid and the goggle guys think the TV monitor 
guys are stupid. I’ve been with them on test days, 
and they’re talking (expletive) about each other. 
It’s really funny; the braggadocio in mind games 
is a huge part of this,” he said.

The drone competition will feature California 
style high speed racing with 250 class multirotor 
air frames, typically with four or six motors. Cal-
ifornia style racing is a slightly smaller course, but 
a much more challenging design as pilots must 
possess both speed and fast-twitch agility skills. 
The average size of these drones is approximate-
ly the size of two shoe boxes, weigh no more than 
600 grams, and their racing altitude is no more 
than 50 feet in a safe self-contained area. The 
competition will attract 200 of the best pilots 
in the U.S. to compete for a total cash prize of 
$25,000 provided by Flying Grounds Inc. along 
with trophies, ribbons, and bragging rights for 
the participating pilots.

Pre-qualifying rounds and time trials will take 
place on the first day of the event followed by the 
high-speed agility style racing on Friday. All races 
will take place on a professionally designed course 
with features including under/over obstacles, sla-
lom, hairpin turns and challenging gates. An invita-
tional freestyle acrobatic competition will also be in-
cluded to showcase the best first person view (FPV) 
pilots. Friday evening will showcase the champion-
ship rounds, awards and closing ceremonies.

Free public events (with paid fair admission) in-
clude “Drone Planet” pavilion that showcases compa-
nies and organizations in the drone agriculture and 
racing industries, and the “Drone Hangar” featuring 
inventors, air frame makers, with the latest drone rac-
ing inventions. VIP Pit passes can be purchased for 
an additional fee of $15 and includes field-level view-
ing and access to the flyers prep area.

FPV drone racing has become a wildly popular 
hobby in the past 12 months, yet the use of drones re-
mains an issue for public debate with respect to com-
mercial use. In addition to the racing excitement at 
the National Championships, industry experts from 
organizations such as the AMA, and the Nation-
al Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
plan to attend and share the latest information about 
drone technology, policies and regulations.

Aside from Jeff ’s involvement with the fair, 
there are many other Sacramento neighbor-
hood highlights, which include (but are in no 
way limited to the following): 

The announcement of Sacramentan Keith 
Breedlove as the official chef for the state fair. 
This is the first time the California State Fair 
has had an official chef to represent and share 
the fair’s mission and goals for sustainable and 
healthy ways of cultivating and preparing Cali-
fornia specialties from the farm to the plate. The 
knowledge and passion “Culinerdy” Breedlove 
has for food will amaze California cuisine lov-
ers with #TheBest culinary delights, picked fresh 
from the Save Mart 3-acre farm, which is run 
most entirely by Sacramento State University 
graduate Alicia Kot.

Breedlove gained an interest for food at an 
early age, learning cooking techniques and 
how to barbecue from his greatest mentor, his 
grandfather, Papa Dale Breedlove. In 1987, he 
entered the culinary profession and his dream 
of becoming a chef became reality with a farm-
to-fork style of cuisine.

Breedlove, will be available each day of the fair 
to give live, educational cooking demonstrations. 
Breedlove will also represent the state fair at var-
ious events leading up to and during the fair.

“My passion lies in bringing you flavorful inter-
national inspired California cuisine reinterpreted 
using a combination of modern and traditional 
techniques, assuring every meal is prepared with 
an ingenious, nerdy and slightly crazy approach,” 
says Breedlove.

Out in the world of beer winners, Arden resi-
dent Matt Johnson and Amador Brewing Com-
pany were the winners for their “British Dark 
Mild” beer, beating out more than 1,000 entries, 
stated Dominguez.

In the world of arts and entertainment, much 
can be said about the vast amount of talent hail-
ing from Sacramento. It appears, the final re-
sults for the Youth Arts competition are in, and 
there are a number of first place winners from St. 
Francis High School.

Over on the Groupon Stage, there is a mix of 
music and entertainment but this stage tends to 
have more in the way of music. This year, The 
Cheeseballs and Wonderbread 5, which are well 
known local bands, will entertain crowds. 

On the PG&E Center Stage, local Jazzercise class-
es will be performing on Sunday, July 12; gymnasts 
from Land Park’s Planet Gymnastics will take the 
stage on Tuesday, July 14, East Sacramento dancers 
from Fancy Feet will be performing on July 24 and 
26. East Sacramento mom, Melissa Jeffers Russell, 
said her daughter Emma is “very excited to perform at 
the fair.  She will be doing ballet to Part of Your World 
with other girls from her class (at Fancy Feet).”

Land Park children’s author Kate David will 
be in the California Author Exhibit on the ground 
floor in Building A/B on Tuesday, July 14, Satur-
day, July 18 and Tuesday, July 21 from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Kate is the author of “Murphy and the 
Magical Hat” (2012) and “McKay and the Magi-
cal Hat” (2014).

Pocket artist Christopher Williams will be 
showing his art July 18-21 in Building 7 of the 
Expo Center. Christopher has produced roughly 
200 paintings, including commissioned pieces. At a 
recent Friends of the Robbie Waters Pocket-Green-
haven Library after hours celebration, he showed 
a wide assortment of pieces, including two from 
his Mama Fonju jazz series, a master copy of John 
singer sergeants Madam X, and Soul of a Woman. 
Additionally, he had 11×17-inch prints of his past 
paintings. On the spot, at the event, Christopher 
drew a pencil sketch of Otterby Reading, the Sacra-
mento Public Library’s mascot.

Upcoming shows include the Sacramento Com-
ic Con in August and Sac Anime in September. He 
also paints live every Second Saturday at Comics & 
Collectibles, located at the corner of Freeport Bou-
levard and Fruitridge Road.

After he graduated from Plaza Robles High 
School in his hometown, his family moved to Sac-
ramento. And now a Pocket resident for the past 10 
years and employee at Apple Inc. in Elk Grove, The 
Black da Vinci, as he calls himself, is now making a 
try at art as a full time career.

You see, his father, Donald, one of Christopher’s 
main sources of inspiration and encouragement, 
passed away earlier this year with the last words 
said to his son as “I’m very proud of you, son” on 
Jan. 5. Those words, spoken to Christopher over 
the phone after the artist was interviewed by FOX 
40 at Sac Anime, resonated in the budding art-
ist whose work varies tremendously in style from 
piece to piece.

Sacramento City College art professor Robyn 
Waxman wrote this publication describing her 
students’ achievements and their participation in 
the state fair. 

All of her students are student-designers of 
Flagship Design Studio, the Graphic Communi-
cation Studio class (GCOM 490). 

Flagship Design Studio typically takes two to 
three awards each year in the California State 
Fair for the professional quality work they de-
sign. The process includes client meetings, heavy 
art direction, and many revisions so the work is 
molded into something students include in their 
professional portfolios and clients are able to use 
for a long time afterward. The students this year 
have never won an award like this before, so they 
are thrilled to receive an honor for the studio that 
they can include on their resumes and talk about 
at future job interviews, said Waxman.

Flagship Design Studio Designers Cyrus 
Maglinte, Carlos Vasquez, Johnnesper Pimentel 
and Ethan Powell won Outstanding Group Project 
and the California Graphic Arts Association Edu-
cation Award. “This project included the materials 
to promote our Year End Show in Graphic Com-
munication, a student-showcase exhibit featuring 
the best work this school year in the Graphic Com-
munication Department. This year’s show used the 
theme of ‘Board Games’ and work included four 
posters, a large interactive board game, post cards, 
and ‘Best of Class’ awards,” said Waxman.

Additionally, Flagship Design Studio Design-
ers Cyrus Maglinte, Andreana Schudy, Carlos 
Vasquez and Johnnesper Pimentel won honorable 
mention for their 5-minute video that introduces 
the EOPS program at Sacramento City College, in-
terviewing counselors, students, and alumni whose 
successes were linked to the EOPS program. The 
video can be seen at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=WRpOpjRVfDQ.

“Our students in the Flagship Design Studio 
are trained to be design professionals. They are in-
troduced to “real world” experiences and scenar-
ios working in our studio. Each semester we ac-
cept between 5–9 clients from the Sacramento 
Community and SCC campus departments. Pri-
marily we design work for nonprofits, start ups, 
and financially strapped entities at low costs. The 
money we raise supports student portfolios, buys 
supplies and professional equipment that stu-
dents do not normally have access to, and pays for 
the Flagship Design Studio swag that design stu-
dents wear with pride. The students gain experi-
ence writing proposals and invoices, working in 
design teams, communicating with a client, inte-
grating client and art director feedback, and pre-
senting their work,” Waxman said.

Finally, in the world of politics, Sacramentan 
Darrow Sprague, will be coordinating the sched-
uling of volunteers for the Sacramento Democratic 
Party booth this year.

State Fair:
Continued from page 10

“My passion lies in bringing you 
flavorful international inspired 
California cuisine reinterpreted 

using a combination of modern and 
traditional techniques, assuring every 
meal is prepared with an ingenious, 
nerdy and slightly crazy approach,” 

–Keith Breedlove
official chef of the California State Fair
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Arts  & Activities

WEDNESDAY MUSIC AT NOON
12 - 1pm - Always Free!12 - 1pm - Always Free!
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Swimming safely in 
the neighborhood:
Tahoe Park Pool now open for business

Summer is here, and that means 
the increasing importance of swim 
and water safety for our communi-
ty. With this, the YMCA of Supe-
rior California, in partnership with 
the city of Sacramento and the sup-
port of the Tahoe Park Neighbor-
hood Association, is excited to be 
operating the Tahoe Park Pool this 
summer. The pool officially opened 
June 12 and will remain open 
through Sept. 6. 

Councilmember Eric Guerra, a 
Tahoe Park resident, attended the 
opening event on June 12, where 
Sacramento Central YMCA Exec-
utive Director, Amanda McCarthy 
(also a Tahoe Park resident) spoke 
about the importance of the part-
nership for the Tahoe Park com-
munity, as well as the programs be-
ing offered through the partnership 
– including swim lessons, water ex-
ercise, lap swim, recreation swim, 
swim team and pool rentals. 

At the Y, the pool is about more 
than just staying cool; the aquatics 
programs are exceptional in that they 
provide an individual-centered ap-
proach, sense of community, and in-
clusive, fun-filled environment. The 
Y’s swim program participants can 
enjoy water sports, enhance or learn 
new techniques, meet new friends 
and develop confidence, while also 
learning safety skills that can save 
lives. Lessons also teach young peo-
ple valuable skills like what to do if 
they find themselves in the water un-
expectedly, a situation every child 
should be equipped to handle. “Wa-
ter safety and swimming are impor-
tant life skills in the growth and de-
velopment of all children,” said Jay 
Lowden, Executive Director of the 
YMCA of Superior California. “All 
children deserve access to water safe-
ty resources that not only could save 
their lives, but enrich them with an 
outlet for a fun, healthy activity.” 

As a leading nonprofit commit-
ted to youth development, the Y has 
been a leader in providing swim les-
sons and water safety for more than 
120 years.  The Tahoe Park Pool fur-
thers the YMCA’s goal of supporting 
youth and adults in experiencing the 
joy and benefits of swimming, so they 
can be healthy, confident and secure in 
the water. Last year alone, the YMCA 
of Superior California provided pro-
gressive swimming lessons to 1,796 
children and adults at its Sacramento 
Central and Oroville YMCA Pools - 
helping them to feel safe around water. 

Further, the YMCA is committed to 
supporting the health, safety and well-
ness of all people in our community; 
and, as part of our cause, the YMCA 
provides scholarships to children from 
low-income and underserved commu-
nities through Y-Assist - to participate 
in affordable water safety lessons.

The Tahoe Park Pool is located at 
3501 59th St. To learn more about 
the YMCA of Superior California 
and the Tahoe Park Pool swim pro-
grams, call 452-9622 or visit www.
ymcasuperiorcal.org/tahoe-park-cc/
tahoe-park-pool. 

Photos courtesy
Shown here are children sitting on the deck at the YMCA. 
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INSIDE OUT  
The MPAA has rated this PG

You’ll love meeting the windmills in 
your mind in “Inside Out”. Walt Dis-
ney/Pixar Animation Studios

Disney’s Pixar Animation Studios 
are a world unto themselves, and in 
a way so NOT like the modern Dis-
ney of today, that they make for in-
teresting bedfellows. “Inside Out” is 
a sheer delight from start to finish. 
It is witty, fresh, and even cerebral. 
Writers Pete Docter (who also di-
rects), Ronaldo Del Carmen, Meg 
LeFauve and Josh Cooley have an 
introspective gem that gets inside 
your mind, literally, or at least in-
side each of the wonderful charac-
ters that you’ll meet in this smart 
kids movie that will have plenty of 
great moments for adults, too. 

Just what may be found in every-
one’s mind? 

In this picture, there are animated 
characters that represent emotions 
that reside in the brain area of our 
cartoon heroine, a girl named Ri-
ley. Each of them is voiced by some 
contemporary voices that you may 
know: Joy (Amy Pollard), Fear (Bill 
Hader), Anger (Lewis Black), Dis-
gust (Mindy Kaling), and Sadness 
(Phyllis Smith). 

Riley is a young girl who has trav-
eled with her parents from Minne-
sota to San Francisco, where her fa-
ther (Kyle MacLachlan) has moved 
for work. Mom (Diane Lane) is 
concerned that their moving van 
has not appeared and the fami-
ly has no clothes or furnishings. 

Compound this with Riley’s first 
day at school, and we see how all of 
her emotions come to play within 
her head, where we spend much of 
the picture. Our group of emotions 
chronicle core memories and other 
impulses and react to events as they 
unfold outside Riley’s head. Taking 
the lead is the super positive and al-
most manic emotion of Joy, and as 
things become more glum for Ri-
ley, Joy embarks on an adventure 
through the deep recesses of Riley’s 
mind to save her from total depres-
sive shut down. 

I could imagine a pitch meeting of 
this storyline in Hollywood: “Fan-
tastic Voyage” meets “The Phantom 
Tollbooth” for kids. Like the great 
Chuck Jones animated “Tollbooth” 
of 1970, this movie is clever, imagi-
native and fun. You don’t have to be 
a kid to enjoy it. The voices are so 
perfectly melded to the characters 
that it is sheer delight and I laughed 
out loud numerous times. 

I am somewhat old fashioned 
in a modern world, and the only 
element that bothered me in the 
movie was the nonstop pace of Joy 
as voiced by Amy Pollard. It was 
at times much too fast, manic and 
breathless, and that irritated me. 
When she does eventually slow 
down later in the movie for just a 
few moments, it is only temporary, 
for she returns to non-stop pos-
itivvity-plus in short order. This 
is a great and entertaining way to 
spend 94 minutes at the movies, 
and might be the kind of picture 
you’d not mind watching twice. 

You’ll love meeting the windmills in your mind in “Inside Out”. Walt Disney/Pixar Animation Studios

Matías Bombal’s Hollywood

California State Parks and the 
Friends of Sutter’s Fort are proud to 
announce a number of major resto-
ration projects for Sutter’s Fort State 
Historic Park that, in total, repre-
sent the most extensive restorations 
at the Fort since a major reconstruc-
tion effort in the 1890s. While some 
of the Fort upgrades have already 
begun, the overall scope of the cur-
rent restoration project includes the 
following:  restoration of the Fort’s 
historic exterior wall; repair or re-
placement of the east and south 
gates; seismic stabilization of the 
historic Central Building; upgrades 
to various pathways in and around 
the Fort; and installation of outdoor 
lighting for the interior courtyards.  
Led by California State Parks, the 
work is scheduled to occur in phases 
with most of the work being coordi-
nated by the State Parks Northern 
Service Center.  Most of these excit-
ing restoration projects are expected 
to be completed in 2015 with even 
more rehabilitation developments 
in the works for 2016.

These important restoration proj-
ects are made possible through a suc-
cessful combination of public funds 
and private donations with the sup-
port of California State Parks, 
Friends of Sutter’s Fort and pri-
vate donors.  In fact, after being im-
pressed with and motivated by the 
major roof rehabilitation project that 
was completed on the Central Build-
ing in 2013, Fair Oaks resident and 
involved community member Ron 
Leineke pledged to donate needed 
funds to the Friends of Sutter’s Fort, 
the non-profit foundation that raises 
funds for Sutter’s Fort, to restore the 
historic walls and gates at the fort. 

 
Exterior Walls

Rebuilt for the first time in the 
1890s (to replace the adobe struc-
ture with more sturdy brick) then 

resurfaced in the 1950s (after dam-
aging vines were removed), the icon-
ic exterior walls of the Fort are once 
again in dire need of restoration to 
preserve the historic masonry.  The 
current restoration project will in-
clude repointing mortar, repairing 
cracks and applying fresh “breath-
able” paint to protect the surface.

 
East and south gates

Recently completed, much-need-
ed restoration of the historic gates 
was concluded in late 2014. The re-
habilitation work included the re-
placement of the east gates and 
the repair of the south gates to the 
Fort.  As background, the east gate 
was previously rebuilt in 1956 and 
the south gate in 1991.  As part of 
this current restoration process for 
the historic east gate, “new” red-
wood was used (repurposed from 
a previous state parks project) and 
the aging hardware for both gates 
was refurbished and reinstalled in 
good working order.

 
Seismic stabilization of the 
central building

Seismic stabilization of the historic 
Central Building will provide much 
needed support and stiffen the struc-
ture in the case of a seismic event.  
The Central Building is the only last-
ing original structure in the Fort that 
dates back to John Sutter’s time.

 
Pathways

As part of the restoration efforts 
happening at the Fort in the sum-
mer of 2015, various pathways in 
and around the Fort – including the 
exterior pathway from the east gate 
to the bus stop — will be addressed.  
New grading, enhanced drainage 
and resurfacing will a more solid 
surface for greater ease and accessi-

Sutter’s Fort to undergo most 
extensive restoration since the 1890s 

See Sutter’s Fort, page 16
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ADDITION SPECIALIST

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

GET READY FOR SUMMER!
Call LESTER 

(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HEDGE TRIMMING 
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 18 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

FENCING

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

HARDWOOD FLOORING

Specializing in installing, sanding, 
and fi nishing hardwood fl ooring 

or repair and refurbish your current fl oors.

Call Michael – (916) 383-8742
Lic # 544159/References Available

Hardwood Flooring

HARDWOOD FLOORS

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

Creature Catchers Wildlife Management
“If it walks or flies, we’ll remove it”

CreatureCatchers.org     530 885-PEST(7378)

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

GARY’S PAINTING
CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR OVER 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE WITH PRIDE

EXCELLENT REFERENCES

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

“Member BBB”

PAINTINGHOUSE CLEANING LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Landscape Design
• Water - efficient conversions
• Partial or complete landscapes
• Collaborative approach

saclandscape@gmail.com • www.sacramentolandscape.net

Wayne - (916)832-2010

CLEANING

CSL# 996271
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3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

East Sac Specialists
454-3667

ROOFING/SIDING

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

TREE SERVICE

ROONEY’S 
PLUMBING

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

PAINTING

ROOF/GUTTER CLEANING

TREE  & GARDENING SERVICES

Your services are 
needed!

Call (916) 429-9901 
and reserve your 

space on the 
East Sacramento 

News

PAINTING

ROOFING

CALL AND PLACE 
YOUR EVENT 

TODAY!
(916) 429-9901

YOUNG ACTORS STAGE
presents

Disney’s Peter Pan Jr.

Friday, August 7 at 7 p.m.
Saturday, August 8 at 1, 4 & 7 p.m.

Sunday, August 9, 1 & 4 p.m.

Tickets: General $12 & Children $10

More info at YoungActorsStage.com

24th Street Theater,
2791 24th Street, Sacramento

JFK CLASS OF ‘75 
40 YR  REUNION

September 26, 2015

7–10 p.m. Early bird ticket raffle!
For more information go to:

www.tinyurl.com/JFKennedy75

 at Scott’s Seafood
The Westin-Portofino Tent

Cabrillo Clubhouse
100th year Anniversary

October 4, 2015

Contact:
Cabrillo Club #5
P.O. Box 189280

Sacramento, CA 95818
J. McKay: 916-421-3312

Share your history of the hall.

bility that will not wash away during 
heavy storms. 

 
Outdoor lighting

Additionally, specially-designed 
outdoor event lighting will be in-
stalled in 2016 to the fort’s interi-
or courtyards to enhance the safety 
and festive atmosphere for guests 
during increasingly popular eve-
ning events.

While the public will be able to visit 
the Fort as usual for most of 2015 – and 
be able to see glimpses of the important 
restoration progress underway – the 
work will require the Fort to be closed 
to the public for 30 days beginning July 
13 to maximize guest safety and project 
efficiency (note the dates could slide a 
few days earlier or later if needed)*.  Ad-
ditionally, rehabilitation work will con-
tinue through November and possibly 
into December. To find out if there will 
be any impacts during planned visits to 
the fort,  call 445-4422. 

Updated information about these 
restoration efforts or about Sutter’s 
Fort State Historic Park in general is 
available at www.suttersfort.org.  For 
community members and/or business-
es interested in contributing to the cur-
rent or future rehabilitation efforts are 
encouraged to call 916-323-7626.

*California State Parks encourages vis-
itors to visit other historic Sacramen-
to-area State parks, including the near-
by State Indian Museum celebrating its 
75th anniversary that is located at 2618 

K Street. Operated by California State 
Parks and supported by the California 
Indian Heritage Center Foundation, 
the State Indian Museum is open dai-
ly, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (except Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas and New Year’s Day) for 
self-guided tours and school group vis-
its.  Current exhibits include traditional 
basketry, bead-work, ceremonial regalia 
and hunting & fishing items associated 
with many of the tribes of California, 
as well as contemporary artwork.  For 
more information, call 324-0971 or vis-
it www.parks.ca.gov/indianmuseum.

Sutter’s Fort:
Continued from page 14
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HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic#
908942. Call Steven at 230-2114.

SuMMER CLEAN up SpECIALS
Rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod place-
ment, rototilling, pressure washing/power spray, yard 
work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub removal, general 
labor, fence repair, odd jobs & more. References 
available. In buisness for 18 years. Licensed. Call 
Les at 838-1247.

#1 BookkEEPER
32 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & 
Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. 
Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

bookkEEpINgTAx pREpARER

#1 TAx pREpARER
32 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax re-
turns including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including all State 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTEC Registered & Bonded. Please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, 
Nevada (775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

Sell you car fast in 
the classifieds

MATTRESSES 50% -75%
OFF RETAIL PRICES!!!

MATTRESSES foR SALE

Overstock inventory for a 
national mattress distributor 

Queen Mattresses start at $150 
All mattresses are new 

& factory sealed plastic. 
All sizes and types available
1st COME ! FIRST SERVED !

Call 916-661-2400 (916) 505-4673 

We offer FAST PICKUP at a location
that is conveniently located near you.

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

July

Mission Oaks Computer Club 
meeting
July 9: The Mission Oaks Computer Club 
will meet from 1 to 3 p.m. at Mission Oaks 
Community Center, 4701 Gibbons Drive. 
The meeting will include a problem-solving 
clinic, led by Adam Lacey of Applications, 
Etc.  First-time visitors are welcome.  For 
additional information visit our website at
www.missionoakscomputerclub.org or send 
an email to  mocc@missionoakscomputer-
club.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Better choices, better health 
workshop
July 10 (start date): Better Choices is a se-
ries of two and a half hour held once a week 
for six weeks. Learn strategies to take con-
trol of your chronic conditions, lower your 
stress levels, and communicate better with 
your doctor. The workshop, developed by 
the Stanford University Patient Education 
Research Center, is for people with chron-
ic conditions like diabetes, high blood pres-
sures, etc. Free pf charge. Pre-registration 
is required. Class will be held from 9:30 - 
noon beginning July 10 at ACC Senior Ser-
vices, 7334 Park City Drive. For details, call 
393-9026 ext 330, www.accsv.org.

Fire Station 11 Open House
July 11: Fire Station 11, located 785 Flo-
rin Road, will have an open house from 2 to 
4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possibly mas-
cot Sparky.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

American-Portuguese Veteran’s 
Memorial Poker Tournament
July 11: There will be a poker tournament 
on July 11 at SPHSS Portuguese Hall, 
6676 Pocket Road. Doors open at 5:30 
p.m.; the tournament starts at 6:30 p.m. 
While this tournament will help fund the 
placement of a monument at the State Cap-
itol to honor American-Portuguese that 
served the United States, it is also a tem-
plate for other ethnic groups to have a 
similar monument. If the time comes for 
Chinese-American, Greek-American, Irish-
American, Italian-American, Mexican-
American or any other ethnic gropus to 
place a monument, they will already have a 
blueprint for placement, which is required.  
For those who wish to buy tickets or spon-

sor the event can contact Eddia Maria at 
314-757-0474.  In regard to sponsorship, 
for $250 you will receive two entries into 
the tournament ($100 value) along with 
your business name and logo shown on a 
big screen in front of the room on a contin-
uous loop for the duration of the event.  
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Medicare fraud workshop 
July 15: This workshop will discuss forms 
of Medicare fraud, how to protect your-
self from becoming a victim, and how to re-
port suspected fraud. the instructor will also 
explain the services available through the 
Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy 
program. Free pf charge. Pre-registration is 
required. Class will be held from 1 to 2 p.m. 
at ACC Senior Services, 7334 Park City 
Drive. For details, call 393-9026 ext 330, 
www.accsv.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

MLK Spelling Bee
July 15-16: Martin Luther King, Jr. Friends 
announce the 13th Annual MLK Spelling 
Bee to be held on Wednesday, July 15 and 
Thursday, July 16 from 1-5 p.m. The bee is 
open for first through 8th graders. There 
will be contests for grades 1,2,4, and 5 on 
Wednesday; contests for grades 3,6,7,8 will 
be held on Thursday. Pick up spelling lists 
at Martin Luther King, Jr. Library, 7340 
24th St. Bypass,  Sacramento 95822.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 13 Open House
July 18: Fire Station 13, located at 1100 
43rd Ave., will have an open house from 
2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possibly 
mascot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 15 Open House
July 25: Fire Station 15, located at 1591 
Newborough Dr., will have an open house 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possi-
bly mascot Sparky. 

August

Fire Station 18 Open House
Aug. 1: Fire Station 18, located at 746 
North Market Blvd., will have an open 
house from 2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and 
possibly mascot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free! Riverside Concert Series at 
Camp Pollock
Aug. 6: Come Relax at Camp Pollock! Con-
cert will feature a relaxing musical experi-
ence on Sacramento’s American River Park-
way. Concerts start at 6 and continue until 8 
p.m. Bring your own picnic basket and blan-
ket. Bring your leashed dog. Enjoy S’mores 
compliments of Sierra Service Project! The 
events are hosted by the Sacramento Valley 
Conservancy. For more information, con-
tact  sacramentovalleyconservancy.org or call 
731-8798. Camp Pollock is located at 1501 
Northgate Blvd.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 19 Open House
Aug. 8: Fire Station 19, located at 1700 
Challenge Way, will have an open house 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possi-
bly mascot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 57 Open House
Aug. 15: Fire Station 57, located at 7927 
East Parkway, will have an open house from 
2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possibly 
mascot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 60 Open House
Aug. 22: Fire Station 60, located at 3301 
Julliard Dr., will have an open house from 

2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possibly 
mascot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 16 Open House
Aug. 29: Fire Station 16, located at 7363 24th 
St., will have an open house from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Meet firefighters and possibly mascot Sparky. 

September

Free! Riverside Concert Series at 
Camp Pollock
Sept. 10: Come Relax at Camp Pollock! Con-
cert will feature a relaxing musical experience 
on Sacramento’s American River Parkway. 
Concerts start at 6 and continue until 8 p.m. 
Bring your own picnic basket and blanket. 
Bring your leashed dog. Enjoy S’mores compli-
ments of Sierra Service Project! The events are 
hosted by the Sacramento Valley Conservancy. 
For more information, contact  sacramentoval-
leyconservancy.org or call 731-8798. Camp 
Pollock is located at 1501 Northgate Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 20 Open House
Sept. 12: Fire Station 20, located at 2512 
Rio Linda Blvd., will have an open house 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possi-
bly mascot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

First time on the market for this multi family duplex in 
one of the most desirable neighborhoods in Sacramento. 
For 95 years it has been home to 4 generations of one 
family. Many original features (i.e. inlaid hardwood 
floors and a large stone fireplace).  Large mother in law 
apt. or income generating rental unit upstairs.

Lisa Havard

(916) 698-3323
CalBRE# 01252118

1862 4th Ave.  |  $559,000

Lovely Craftsman-Style Duplex in Land Park
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When I logged onto my Facebook account 
a few weeks ago, I discovered a picture of my 
granddaughters, Gabrielle and Madeline, sitting 
in a tent, eating s’mores.  I said to myself, “how 
cool, they’re camping out.” Sure enough, when I 
saw their mother next day, I said, “were the girls 
camping out?” She laughed and said, “Yes.”

Th is reminded me of the summer during the 
1950s on Janey Way, when we slept out often.  
Back then, when the temperatures hit 100 or 
higher, we went running to mom and dad and 
asked to sleep out in our backyard.  Th ey rare-
ly said no. We had no central air in our house 
at that time, so sleeping out off ered a nice way 
to beat the heat. 

So, by 9 p.m., as the sun set, you would see us 
lined up in sleeping bags across our backyard.

We never slept much though. We played 
cards by fl ashlight, told stories and jokes, and 
laughed infectiously. We made so much noise; 
I wonder how my parents ever slept. Every 
once in a while, my dad opened up the win-
dow and said, “You boys quiet down out there.  
Th at always kept us quiet for a while.”

Sometimes we snuck out of the yard to go 
down the street to scare the girls sleeping in 

another backyard. I am sure they expected us, 
so I doubt they were frightened.

Other times, we pooled our fi nancial re-
sources then walked over to Shakey’s Pizza 
on 56th and J to buy a large pepperoni pizza.  
Pizza always tasted so good, late at night.

Soon though, our eyelids got heavy and we 
settled into a peaceful sleep. With the Delta 
breeze blowing over our heads, we slept the 
night away.

When morning came, the sun shining down 
on our faces woke us up. Th en after drinking a 
cup of hot chocolate, we were off  and running 
for another carefree summer day. Maybe we 
would play basketball, maybe we would go to 
Glenn Hall Park pool to swim. It was summer-
time, and we had nothing to do but have fun.

Now, my granddaughters are sleeping out, 
and all I have left, is my lazy and hazy Janey 
Way memories.

 Janey Way Memories: 

Sleeping out
By MartY rELLES
marty@valcomnews.com

Do you have a story? 
Tell it to us. 
Call Monica Stark at 429-9901
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Faces and Places: 

Sutter Hospital 
and Sutter’s Fort 
community day
Photos by Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

Shown here are photos from the community 
day held on Saturday, June 20 in the Sutter dis-
trict, celebrating the dawn of new medical ad-
vances at the Anderson Lucchetti Women’s and 
Children’s Center at Sutter hospital, as well as the 
history of medicine at Sutter’s Fort. The event fea-
tured live music, yoga demonstrations, art projects 
for the kids and lectures on Gold Rush-era medi-
cine inside the fort. The fort will soon be undergo-
ing the biggest renovation since the 1890s.



INCREDIBLE VICTORIAN
1905 Victorian on a double lot in the heart of East Sacramento!  3 
bedrooms 3 baths with guest quarters.  Featuring an elegant parlor 
and dining room, and updated kitchens and baths on both fl oors. Very 
spacious downstairs, separate entrances, high ceilings, and parklike 
backyard, with sweet deck overlooking the Redwoods! $799,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

L STREET LOFT
Amazing corner unit with a wraparound deck and city views lets 
you fully enjoy the loft experience. A large great room space is 
perfect for entertaining. The master suite is tucked behind the 
living area for privacy. Large half bath and a large laundry room 
with built in cabinets for additional storage. $659,000

SUE BALDO 541-3706

MIDTOWN VICTORIAN
Beautiful Victorian home with a dream kitchen, renovated with subway 
tile, granite counters, high end cabinets and stainless steel appliances. 
Tankless water heater, new roof and fresh paint make this house 
shine. It even has a full basement. Short walk to all the entertainment, 
restaurants and shopping midtown has to offer! $364,900

ALEXIS JONES 715-0237

MCKINLEY PARK CLOSE
Spacious 3 bedroom 2 bath home located minutes from the park! 
Unique one story offers a large remodeled kitchen, a formal dining 
room, indoor laundry, a master bedroom with lots of closet space, 
and updated baths. Backyard has one of the best garages you will 
fi nd; perfect for car collectors or s a sweet playroom. $619,000

TIM COLLOMS 247-8048

CLASSIC EAST SACRAMENTO
East Sac charmer with vaulted ceilings and exposed beams in the living 
room, great hardwood fl oors with inlays and leaded glass throughout 
this amazing home. Updated kitchen, walk in closet and 1/4 base-
ment. Converted garage now a charming 225 square foot guest cot-
tage/home offi ce/arts/game room with full bathroom. $459,000

NATHAN SHERMAN  969-7379

MAKE THIS YOUR OWN
Conveniently located, close to shopping, restaurants and 
transportation, this lovely 3 bedroom, 1½ bath home has 
beautiful refi nished hardwood fl oors, living room, dining room 
and spacious master bedroom! Central heat and air condition-
ing, covered patio and attached garage. $385,000

NATHAN SHERMAN 969-7379

FABULOUS FORTIES BEAUTY
This 4 or 5 bedroom 3 bath home features spacious rooms, updated 
kitchen, beautiful random plank hardwood fl oors, mostly dual pane 
windows, 2-car garage. Updated kitchen boasts granite slab counters, 
center island, built-in refrigerator and beverage cooler. $1,150,000

PATTI PRIESS 801-0579
COLLEEN WIFVAT 719-2324

WELCOME TO METRO SQUARE
This rare corner unit features 2 or3 bedrooms, 2½ bathrooms 
with lots of light1 Original owner has done many upgrades and 
taken immaculate care of this home. Built-in shelving through-
out, fi replace, plantation shutters, whole house fan, updated 
bathrooms, and more! $539,000

NATHAN SHERMAN 969-7379

FABULOUS EAST SACRAMENTO
This 45th Street home has been meticulously renovated ... incorpo-
rating vintage charm with modern convenience. 3 bedrooms 2 baths, 
a master ensuite with 2 walk-in closets! New kitchen features shaker 
cabinets, quartz counters and upgraded appliances. Large corner lot 
could be RV storage or fabulous garden! $724,900

JAMIE RICH 612-4000
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