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Last Thursday, as I returned home from 
my weekly visit to Fancy Feet Dance Acad-
emy with granddaughter Gabrielle, I drove 
by the old National Guard Armory on Elvas 
Avenue and J Street.  Something seemed dif-
ferent about the old facility, and then I no-
ticed a mural on its northern wall depicting 
high school girls decked out in red and gray 
uniforms.  I thought outloud that St. Fran-
cis High School must now occupy the old 
armory.  Apparently, the Guard has left that 
building and turned it over to the school.

I remember when they built the armory in 
the early 1960s.  It was quite a big deal on 
Janey Way because the main entrance to the 
facility was located at the north end of our 
neighborhood.  Consequently, vehicles driven 
by Guard troops rolled regularly down Janey 
Way.  Since this particular unit was a logis-
tics battalion, that amounted to a lot of 5-ton 
trucks, jeeps and other military hardware.

The kids on our street thought this was great.  
What could be cooler than having all that mili-

tary hardware right in our neighborhood?  Our 
parents didn’t like it at all.  Soon, Dante Viani 
came walking up and down the street collecting 
signatures on a petition opposing the location 
of the main entrance to the armory.

When he had gathered sufficient signatures, 
Dante took the petition down to the mayor’s 
office and requested that the Guard change 
the location of the entrance to the facility.  His 
effort proved successful.  The Guard unit built 
a new entrance where J Street meets Elvas Av-
enue and locked up the gate on Janey Way.  
Mission accomplished.

After that, the National Guard developed a 
good relationship with the people of Janey Way.  
I remember they held an annual open house 
where the public came in to tour the facility.

It proved a great experience for all of us.  We 
got talk to the guard members all decked out 
in full military regalia.  We also were able to 
climb all over the military vehicles that lined 
the facility.  I guess they were hoping to recruit 
us sometime later in life.

After touring the facility, we gathered at 
a table in the main building to eat cookies 
and drink punch.  To a 12-year-old boy, that 
sounds like the perfect day.

So, here I was last week, driving by the 
old armory and thinking how those soldiers 
served to protect us in the event of an emer-
gencies like the fires we have recently expe-
rienced here in Northern California..  They 
did their job well.  Now the old armory is 
just another military Janey Way memory.
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  Janey Way Memories:  

The Old Armory

By Marty relles
marty@valcomnews.com

From Monday, Oct. 19 to 
Friday, Oct. 23, The Witt 
Gallery at Sac State will be 
home to unique musical 
and visual experiences. Lo-
cal music wizards will pair 
their sounds with a variety 

of engaging art experienc-
es and performances. Bands 
performing include Silver 
Spoons, DoofyDoo, Dad?, 
Parted Bangs, and Gasps. A 
large handful of local artists 
will be leading and partici-

pating in a number of impro-
visational, engaging, poten-
tially messy experiments. 
Each day the schedule is, as 
follows: reception at 7 p.m., 
performances at 8 p.m. and 
art party at 9 p.m.

MusicLandria and AMA present Sound 
Splat, 5 days of music and art
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By Monica stark
editor@valcomnews.com

For what began as a typical morning 
on McKinley Pond, Monday, Oct. 5 for 
the Lady of the Lake turned out to be 
anything but that. As news reports in-
dicated, neighbor Judy McClaver was 
cleaning out the pond when from a dis-
tance she saw something black float-
ing. At first she thought it was a plas-
tic bag, and then as she rowed closer 
to the floating object, she noticed black 
clothing. A bit worried at that point, 
she held her breath wondering if there 
was going to be fecal matter wrapped 
up inside, as that’s been something 
she’s come across in the past, but as po-
lice officials and news reports have stat-
ed she found a dead body. 

As she comes rowing toward shore 
after I call out her name around 11:30 
a.m., Judy responds, “Do you think 
this is enough to put up a fence?” 

While she found the body around 
9 a.m., Judy was found still on the is-
land, cleaning the pond more than 
two hours later. “What am I going to 
do? Go home and cry? I’ve cried on 
enough shoulders today.”

In the face of death, she didn’t real-
ly want to look, but noticed the victim 
was wearing basketball clothing.  “He 
was wearing pants, underwear, a top. 
I couldn’t tell the skin color right away 
because of the murky green color of 
the pond.” Pointing toward the south-
west area of the pond, Judy noted, “It’s 
the same place where that Range Rover 
drove into the pond (back in February 
2014). You’d think that’s the Bermu-
da Triangle over there. I told (the city 
parks and recreation department) this 
was going to happen weeks ago and 
here it happened. I just did not think 
I would be the one to find a body. I 
am thankful it was not a child! It’s not 
pleasant. Kids fall in all the time.”

She said she has witnessed numer-
ous children fall into the pond either 
chasing toys or waterfowl or because 
parents were not close enough and 
they tripped on the uneven edge. 

“I have seen people swim in the 
pond. Dogs go in chasing a ball. Peo-
ple use the pond water for water bal-
loons and to wash their hands off. I 
have a picture of a couple drunk young 
maybe 20-somethings with their surf 
boards. One mother with her child re-
ported to me seeing a teen kill a duck 
throwing sticks at it. The number of 
people inebriated around the pond is 
unbelievable. Some are there drinking 
at family gatherings but the majority 
are there to sleep. 

“People sleep on the benches, on edg-
es of pond, and in the park and bush-
es. This at times is combined with oth-
er mental issues too. Then there are 
those using drugs and breathing in gas 
from spray cans at night. Add those 
who think using the pond for a toilet 
in broad daylight in front of others is a 
badge of honor, or use it because they 
are too inebriated to know where they 
are. They get up from lying down and 
can easily fall into the pond. Then there 
are those pouring bottles of soda and 
alcohol into the pond. I am not making 
any of this up as I don’t have that kind 
of an imagination.” 

Judy pushed the city to test the pond 
water considering the number of wa-
terfowl and turtles, people using it as a 
toilet, dog feces tossed in, trash, stroll-
ers, bikes, tires, and drug parapherna-
lia found in the pond. This testing was 
done in May 2013 and the pond was 
deemed a “Human Health Hazard” 
for fecal bacteria, including Salmonel-
la, a test backed up by testing at Cal-
ifornia State University, Sacramento. 
“The city agreed to put up signs, but 
the signs are small and easily missed. 
They also say the water in the pond 
is non potable. Lots of people tell me 
they do not know what non potable 
means,” she said.  

Through Judy’s dedication keeping 
the pond as clean as she can, removing 
abandoned pet ducks from the pond, 
removing bamboo from the island so 
as to prevent the strangulation of an-
imals that reside there, she has also 
found inebriated people wandering 

the park at various hours of the day. 
She’s found human fecal matter in the 
pond, drugs in the park, and she has 
scooped up paraphernalia from the 
pond.

For more than three years, she’s 
been on a mission to get the city to 
help her clean out the pond and put 
a fence around along the whole walk-
way, but her goal hasn’t been a popu-
lar one at least with those on the cit-
izen advisory committee, which was 
formed to assist city staff to address 
water quality and aesthetics of the 
McKinley Pond and the three Wil-
liam Land Park ponds. “The idea of 
constructing a fence around the entire 
McKinley Park pond was proposed 
by two members out of a concern to 
primarily prevent people from feed-
ing the wildlife and tossing trash into 
the pond. The fence around a deco-
rative pond was overwhelmingly re-
jected by the committee,” Maria C. 
“Marycon” Razo, media and commu-
nications specialist for the Office of 
the City Manager, told the East Sac-
ramento News. 

Razo said the city hired a consultant 
to develop long term pond improve-
ments and maintenance procedures 
that will “ensure water quality en-
hancement for the wildlife and pond 
aesthetics. The committee reviewed 
the consultant’s recommendations 
and voted unanimously on a set of so-
lutions to forward to city council.” She 
said, for McKinley Park, the improve-
ments related to safety included the 
construction of a decorative fence be-
tween the McKinley Park playground 
entrance and the pond. The commit-
tee’s recommendations will be brought 
to city council for approval before the 
end of the year. The improvements 
will be implemented early next year, 
she said. The committee is made up 
of two citizens from Council Dis-
trict 3 (McKinley Pond), two citizens 
from Council District 4 (Land Park 
Ponds), and three city parks staff. 

Judy currently sits on the Pond Ad-
visory Committee for the pond’s ren-

ovation and is one of the members 
Razo speaks of in regard to those who 
have been pushing for a fence around 
the pond. 

“Do we need a fence around the 
pond for public protection? I say ‘yes.’ 
This is supported by many visitors to 
the pond that have seen many of the 
same things I have. The playground 
that attracts many is right next to the 
pond. Kids come to the pond from all 
directions. This pond is a public safety 
issue. Pond renovation will not make 
the water clean for very long. The wa-
terfowl and people will continue to 
do what they already do. Renovation 
does not change behaviors. It will take 
the muck (about 2 feet of it) out of the 
pond. A fence can be done so that it is 
aesthetically appealing.

“There are lots of pictures of this 
pond over the decades back to 1913 
showing fences around this pond serv-
ing a safety purpose without appear-
ing as barriers. Planting tall plants 
between the fence and pond would 
decrease trash and leaves from blow-
ing in and add filtration of the run-
off water from the park and the street. 
This would help keep the water in the 
pond cleaner. The plants could also 
add color (flowers) that attract hum-
mingbirds and photographers. Low 
water use plants exist. There is aera-
tion proposed that would come from 
the bottom of the pond as opposed to 
the fountains. This is a good idea as it 
adds oxygenation to the bottom of the 
pond to help the bacteria with break-
ing up the debris (leaves etc). It also 
helps with the ecosystem of a body of 
water that has no flowing water and 
provides oxygen to fish.”

Judy said she has received more than 
270 thank yous and “only one or two 
is against the fence.” East Sacramento 
Preservation, which she is a member 
of, is working on a Go Fund Me ac-
count to raise money for the fence. 

There will be a meeting on the mat-
ter with Councilmember Jeff Harris 
at the Clunie Clubhouse on Monday, 
Oct. 19 at 6 p.m.

Lady of the Lake speaks about finding a dead body

See Solution, page 12
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“99 Homes”
The MPAA has rated this R

Broad Green Pictures 
brings us “99 Homes”, the 
latest offering from director 
Ramin Bahrani. A very real 
horror story of big banks and 
a Florida middleman realtor 
that seizes homes from de-
faulting homeowners to evict 
them. The movie begins with 
no apology by showing an 
unexpected and unpleasant 
moment, setting the tone for 
the unease that will prevail 
for the movie’s entire running 
time. The scene is an eviction 
of a home. The next home in 
the path of bank reposses-
sion offers a tense moment 
for the Nash family: Dennis, 
a hardworking construction 
worker, played by Andrew 
Garfield, is trying his best 
to catch up with mounting 

debt. He lives with his moth-
er, Lynn (Laura Dern) and 
his son, Connor (Noah Lo-
max). His wife has left him. 

There is a knock on the 
door of the Nash home. 
Dennis answers to find the 
sheriff serving the evic-
tion along with a realtor 
with the bad news that they 
must leave at once. Michael 
Shannon, playing Rick 
Carver, is literally the real-
tor from hell. 

This psychological assault 
will trigger Dennis to action 
beyond his normal experi-
ence. As horrible as this may 
seem, things go from bad 
to worse. The humiliation 
of clearing out their house 
in two to three minutes of 
valuables, then standing by 
as workmen rapidly emp-
ty the house forcefully, is an 
impressive and brutal pro-
cess. Actor Michel Shannon 

is a relentless, remarkable 
talent and here he certainly 
may be considered “the man 
you love to hate,” a term first 
used for silent screen ac-
tor and director Erich von 
Stroheim. Shannon is in-
tense and fantastic in play-
ing complex characters like 
this one or his role in TV’s 
“Boardwalk Empire”. 

Dennis is compelled to ac-
tion to save his family. First, 
his mom and son are placed 
in a low-rent motel. Then, 
he finds out where the evic-
tion team meets, intending 
to get back some of his tools 
so he may work. Whilst ar-
guing to get back his tools, a 
strange turn of events takes 
place; he’s offered money by 
Carver to work on his next 
eviction. Cash money. 

Desperation leads Dennis 
to start with odd jobs for 
the realtor that evicted him 

and his family. The money 
is good and under the ta-
ble, and begins to increase 
with more and more work 
as Dennis hopes to eventu-
ally make enough to buy his 
own home back. In this “If 
you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em” 
attitude, Dennis begins to 
change and becomes emo-
tionally lost, never telling 
his mother or son what he 
is doing that brings them 
much needed revenue not 
only to survive, but even-
tually leave their stranded 
motel life. Andrew Garfield 
is like you’ve never seen 
him before in this picture 
and his scenes with Shan-
non are intense and well 
performed.

The plot offers Faustian 
undercurrents, the course 
for the two to damnation 
seems set. Director Ramin 
Bahrani, who I had a chance 
to chat with after the press 
screening in San Francisco, 
shared with me his horror 
at discovering the housing 
eviction situation in Florida 
during the period the pic-
ture depicts, where banks 
have two departments, each 
giving the lender different 

advice. One department says 
to default on the loan, the 
other to keep paying, all cal-
culated to confuse the home 
owner so that the bank may 
evict the owner for non-pay-
ment. I asked Bahrani why 
he chose to make this a dra-
matic feature and not a doc-
umentary with all the true 
facts he uncovered in prepar-
ing this idea for the screen. 
He felt it would artistically 
best be expressed as a dra-
matic narrative. 

Bahrani additional-
ly shared that he chose the 
wide-screen anamorphic as-
pect ratio to give a sense of 
the vast emptiness of these 
re-possessed houses, bar-
ren of life, for Shannon and 
Garfield to unravel their 
performances in real spac-
es. Most of the homes seen 
in the picture were actu-
al repossessed empty hous-
es in Florida. This movie is 
clearly not a subject for ev-
eryone, a true horror story 
of big banking, opportunists 
and graft. There are great 
moments from both Shan-
non and Garfield that make 
this a must see for fans of 
the process of acting.

Matías Bombal’s Hollywood What would you like to see happen 
with the old Marshall School? 
By ellen cochrane

Maybe you’re old enough to 
remember the porcelain water 
fountains and wooden banis-
ter staircases; maybe you’re just 
charmed by the past. But when 
you pass inside the wooden 
double doors of Old Marshall 
School on 27th and G Streets 
you enter days gone by. Beware 
though, classroom chalkboard 
scribblings warn of ghosts and 
you’ll have to pick your way 
through forgotten furniture and 
abandoned remodel efforts.

If the building could speak it 
would tell you that there are not 
many renovation opportunities 
left in Midtown like Marshall 
School. Find the deal, the mon-
ey and the time to bring me 
back. I am ready to serve.

The school was built in 1903 
and has 16 classrooms. There 
is an additional annex build-
ing that was built by the Boy 
Scouts a couple of decades ago. 
Old Marshall sits on 1.18 acres 
and is surrounded by a large 
parking lot. In its past lives the 
school has been a public school, 
center for the California Mon-
tessori Project, The MET and 
an Adult Education/Child De-
velopment Program. It’s been 
vacant now for many years.

The school site is still owned 
by Sacramento City Schools 
and School Board Trustees 
Ellen Cochrane and Jay Han-
sen, and district staff, see the 
promise in this building and 
they see the challenges. They 
would like to know what you 
think about Old Marshall 
School’s future. Please sub-
mit any reuse ideas, or tell us 
about a successful repurposing 
of a similar building. It’s highly 
unlikely that the building will 
reopen as a public school, but 
all else is being considered.

You can submit ideas for 
the Old Marshall off the web-
site, <http://www.scusd.
edu/oldmarshall>.

SCUSD is not in the real 
estate business, so the firm 
Overland Pacific and Cut-
ler (real estate re-use expert) 
was hired to help the district 
find the best solutions for Old 
Marshall and other surplus 
properties that have no further 
use as school sites. In October 
OPC and the district will be-
gin collecting formal propos-

als and the public will have full 
opportunity to be engaged.

In the meantime, take a 
walk down G Street. You’ll 
find a faded lady surrounded 
by a chain link fence. Listen 
closely and you might hear 

muted laughter of school-
children and the whisper of 
bells. In her next life neigh-
borhood-treasure Old Mar-
shall will carry history for-
ward and who knows, maybe 
a few ghosts.

Photo by Ellen Cochrane
Front entrance
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document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

legal services

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

casey.s@chancellorhealthcare.com
www.reverecourt.com

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

Lic. #347001338/342

your ad should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Robinhoods benefit 
set for Oct. 29

A lost election bet over the pres-
idential race in 1964 provided the 
stakes that gave rise to the creation 
of the “4 Robinhoods.” It brought 
four Sacramento pals together to 
create a charitable organization. 
Back in the day, this merry quar-
tet of buddies – Kenny Cayocca, 
Mark Cohn, Cecil Finegold and 
Lou Morris – became famous as 
community fixers. They gave away 
medicine, clothing, food and threw 
big parties for needy youngsters 
and their families. They staged ma-
jor events, bringing celebrities to 
town to raise major money to fund 
their unceasing efforts. 

So, with a sincere appreciation 
for their deeds past, a revitalized 
group of Sacramento citizens has 
formed to continue the legacy of 
the “4 Robinhoods.” In fact, they 
have already completed an ur-
gently needed community project 
and more away. 

All are projects which require 
community support and fund-
ing. As in all past endeavors, there 
is an intent to be project specif-
ic, a quick response team, receiv-
ing and considering requests for 
help, then moving swiftly toward 
responding to the need. 

On Thursday, Oct. 29 at 7:30 
p.m., the two surviving Robin-
hoods (Mark Cohn and Kenny 
Cayocca) and the new board of 
directors will gather to introduce 
themselves, as well as their current 
projects, to friends and support-
ers. It will be an evening of won-
derful desserts, some fine wines, 
and music provided by Sacramen-
to’s own Roger Smith, the famed 
keyboardist with the acclaimed 
band, Tower of Power. He will be 
joined by the band’s bassist, Ray-
mond McKinley and drummer 
Brian Collier from Santana.

Event-goers will mingle at one of 
Sacramento’s best kept secrets, the 
Museum of Rock and Radio, locat-
ed at 911 20th St. Being there is a 
wildly visual step back in time, back 
to the rock eras of the 1960s, ‘70s and 
‘80s, the museum’s walls are adorned 
with more than 600 concert post-
ers, as well as many other exhibits of 
the celebrated instruments and para-
phernalia of the time. 

To help the organization with 
more projects and to grow financial 
resources so that community service 
can continue, donations of $50 per 
person at the door (no credit cards, 
checks OK) is requested. 

For more information, contact Mi-
chael Ubaldi at 265-4555. 

By Monica stark
editor@valcomnews.com

There used to be a time when those who 
worked at East Lawn’s mortuaries acted as 
both embalmers and funeral directors, but 
times have changed and more recently the 
business has switched to centralized embalm-
ing out of the Greenback Lane location. Serv-
ing three East Lawn mortuaries, two local 
embalmers manage to do all the embalming 
for the company. Valley Community News-
papers spoke with one of them, embalmer 
Cody Barrett, and about his work experience 
and his caring for bodies as a purpose in life 
that he feels so strongly about.

“I know that to someone who doesn’t do it, 
it might seem odd or overwhelming or even 
unimaginable,” he says about his work as an 
embalmer. “To me, it’s not that way at all. To 
me, I love what I do. I feel like I am giving back 
to my community. It’s where I fit. I am an em-
balmer. It’s not just what I do, it’s who I am.”

That self identification wasn’t realized un-
til he actually started getting to know his co-
workers at East Lawn and a humanizing thing 
happened, fulfilling his curiosity about those 
who work in a funeral home.”People always 
think we walk around in this dark building 
and we always resemble Riff Raff from the 
‘Rocky Horror Picture Show’, but it’s not that 
way at all,” he said. “I found we are people just 
like anyone else. We just happen to work in an 
industry that’s a little mysterious because we 
live in a death-denying society.”

Asked by friends and family the same ques-
tions – Have you seen any ghosts? And, do the 
bodies ever sit up? – Cody is sorry to say “no” on 
both accounts. “I guess my day-to-day is so nor-
mal to me.”

The moments that are most unforgetta-
ble, to Cody, are those that show his expertise 
in embalming. “When a family is concerned 
about seeing an open casket and then once a 
family member sees the body and says it looks 
so good that they definitely want to see open 
casket” — those are the times, he said, that are 
the most memorable.

Our culture’s veiled taboo around death and 
also the fact that most people haven’t had to 
arrange a funeral, surely is going to evoke a 
certain emotion when visiting a funeral home, 
but to Cody and others in the field, they try to 
make that experience as positive as possible.

To ensure that high level expectation, Cody 
said professionalism, being an ethical person 

Meet your local embalmer: Cody Barrett

and most importantly being empathet-
ic are required characteristics for an 
embalmer. “If you don’t, you probably 
won’t be very good in this industry and 
if you’re not (good), you won’t last. You 
have to put yourself into this breathing 
person’s shoes and understand what 
they must be going through and help 
them through the process. It’s not a 
self-serve place. We have to guide them 
through that process.”

Cody grew up in Nevada City and af-
ter he graduated Nevada Union High 
School in 1997, he moved to Kau-
ai where he obtained his associates of 
arts degree from a community college. 
“I wasn’t entirely focused at that time. 
I was 18. I got an AA in liberal arts. 
It was broad spectrum. Then, I moved 
back here in 2000-2001. That’s when I 
started as a carpenter.”

While at Nevada Union High 
School, Cody decided to apply to a 
mortuary just due to his curiosity, but 
without accomplishment. “I was curi-
ous about who or what kind of people 
worked there, but I didn’t get the job, 
then I kind of forgot about it.” 

So, he was a carpenter for a bit until 
his daughter was born, and then was 
a stay-at-home dad, while his wife 
worked to support the family. But, 
when it came time for his little girl to 
go to preschool, he realized he needed 
to get back to work. It was then his in-
terest in the mortuary industry came 
back around, even though he did not 
realize at the time necessarily how for-

tunate he was to land a steady posi-
tion. “I applied here at East Lawn and 
got the job.” He started with “trans-
fers” and cleaning the funeral home. 
“I just worked my way up and went 
to mortuary college (at American Riv-
er College) and finished that. I got my 
national and state license in embalm-
ing and have enjoyed it ever since.” 

Curious thing about his classmates 
at ARC was that unfortunately for 
many of them they weren’t able to 
land jobs as easily as Cody. “Not too 
many got jobs unless they had a job 
before they started (the mortuary pro-
gram). It can be difficult to find work 
in Sacramento because of the mortu-
ary school. I was pretty fortunate to 
randomly toddle into a mortuary just 
because I was curious. I didn’t realize 
what a competitive industry it is (in 
Sacramento),” he said. 

While the competitive nature of the 
industry may seem ironic, the truth is 
there are only two mortuary schools 
in all of California, the one at ARC 
and one in Cypress, which is located 
near Anaheim. 

When he first told his family of his 
plans to go into the mortuary business, 
he said his parents thought it was an 
elaborate joke, but after they saw how 
passionate he was about this kind of 
work, their minds changed. “Now they 
think it’s great and they understand my 
point o f view of doing this work and 
where I fit in serving this community.”

While he has spent most of his ca-
reer thus far at East Lawn, for few-
er than two years between 2013 and 
2014, Cody had the opportunity to 
work for the body donation program 

at UC Davis, which had him embalm 
cadavers for the medical school and 
apply tissues for researchers.

At UCD, they had the standard op-
erating procedure of how to embalm. 
No cosmetics were done. As Cody 
puts it, “It’s much more utilitarian. 
Here, at the funeral home, I’m able to 
use all of my embalming knowledge.”

The lack of creativity that went into 
the work as an embalmer at UCD was 
the very reason he returned to East 
Lawn. “Work (at UCD) was very mo-
notonous. I like the challenges and 
flow of work at the funeral home be-
cause I am able to use my knowledge 
better and serve my community more 
than at the university.”

His dedication does not go unno-
ticed. Evidently, those in his field re-
spect him tremendously. As Lisa 
West, marketing director for East 
Lawn said, “Cody is a gem. Every-
one at East Lawn loves to work with 
Cody because he is so knowledgeable 
and willing to share his knowledge 
with others. He is very generous with 
his time and an extremely empathetic 
and compassionate person. He treats 
the deceased with enormous respect 
and dignity.”

Outside of work and time spent 
with his family, Cody enjoys gardening 
and practicing Brazilian jiu jitsu. Hav-
ing participated in martial arts since 
he was 8 years old, he started jiu jit-
su in 2001, when he moved back from 
Hawaii. Currently, he assists in teach-
ing the art at Carnage Mixed Martial 
Arts in Orangevale. Cody also enjoys 
gardening and has an impressive year 
round vegetable garden. 

Embalmer:
Continued from page 8

See Embalmer, page 9

By Dean haakenson

I’ve been a Downtown 
Sacramento Flâneur for 
a long time.  I bought a 
cheap house in Broder-
ick some six years ago, and 
thankfully, I still find my-
self able to walk the three 
miles into downtown to 
my workplace.  I’ve seen 
many of the same charac-
ters on these sweet side-
walks, some of which are 
obviously homeless; pull-
ing carts, holding signs… 
and some who just seem 
different from the average 
people in your neighbor-
hood;  yelling at the heav-
ens, body cloths and skin 
a bit more grimy than is 
fashionable… Do they 
have a home?  Are they 
hungry?  Are they lone-

ly?  Is it my responsibil-
ity to help them if they 
need help?  I’ve reconciled 
my politics to believe that 
YES, the responsibility 
of a successful society to 
care for its most unem-
ployable, weak, displaced, 
and mentally ill, or po-
tentially violent, is a mat-
ter more important than 
however we may feel per-
sonally about said vulner-
able fellow citizens. 

With these thoughts in 
mind, I’ve organized a fund-
raiser for the regional home-
less services provider Sac-
ramento Steps Forward 
(sacramentostepsforward.
org).  Because, on top of 
having a jovial conversation 
(more important than mon-
ey to some of our lonelier 
fellow sidewalkers, I’d like 

to think), or giving a few 
bucks to your neighborhood 
homeless guy, services to the 
needy are arguably best pro-
vided in an organized set-
ting, such that SSF offers.  

Among their services are 
advocacy, assistance and re-
source information to all 
who need it, and their Win-
ter Sanctuary program fa-
cilitates our most vulnera-
ble getting to shelters in our 
coldest months.   Jay Eisen-
berg’s SoHo Entertain-
ment kindly booked this at 
the historic Starlite Lounge 
(formerly Townhouse, now 
renovated, serving food, 
at 1517 21st st).  A fitting 
venue, we’ll play in the siz-
able upstairs.  I’m grate-
ful that some of Northern 
California’s best songwrit-
ers and bands agreed to do-

nate their time:  Joe Kye 
voted “Artist Of The Year” 
at 2014 Sammies), Gue-
ro, Felsen and John Elliott 
(both traveling from San 
Francisco), Pomegranate, 
Nice Monster, Justin Farren 
(and his band), and your 
own Be Brave Bold Robot 
closing out the night. 

This collection of lyrical-
ly driven music will display 
elements of Rock, Pop, 
and Americana in satisfy-
ing balance.  And to boot, 
on a recent walk, I ran into 
Mark Bell aka Mark The 
Hobo, a kind homeless 
man who is known for his 
poetry about homelessness, 
and who is writing some 
poems for the event, which 
either he or I will read MC 
style.  See you at the Star-
light Lounge Oct. 30. 

Fundraiser concert for Sacramento Steps 
Forward set for Oct. 30 at Starlight
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On this historic first trip of 
Pope Francis to the United 
States, Sacramento’s St. Fran-
cis Catholic High School was 
invited to send a delegation 
to the Mass of Canonization 
in Washington, D.C. 

The Mass took place on the 
campus of The Catholic Uni-
versity on Wednesday, Sept. 
23.  SFHS President Mar-
go Reid Brown and SFHS 
Director of Campus Min-
istry, Stephen Tholcke led 
the group of eight students 
(Emily Bartylla, Clare Bren-
nan, Victoria Castillon, Sid-
ney Clymer-Engelhart, Maya 
Solis, Julianna Tanjuakio, 
Brooke Uhlenhop, Emma 
Vance) chosen from the more 
than 1,000 students given the 
opportunity to apply for the 
trip.  The students were se-
lected based on the answers 
to their questions about why 
they should be chosen to rep-
resent the school, and how 

they would bring the experi-
ence back to share with the 
SFHS community. Those 
questions were: Why should 
you be selected to attend?  
How will you bring the expe-
rience back and share it with 
the SFHS community?

“This (is a) once in a life-
time experience.  My faith 
will grow in that I will con-
tinue to work at being a child 
of God and following Jesus’ 
footsteps, just as Blessed Ju-
nipero Serra did.  I hope to 
bring the experience back to 
the community by modeling 
what I have experienced on 
the trip,” said student, Julian-
na Tanjuakio, class of 2016.

In reflecting on a quote of 
Pope Francis speaking of Fa-
ther Junipero Serra, student 
Victoria Castillion, class of 
2018, said before the trip, 
“He was filled with joy and 
the Holy Spirit in spreading 
the word of the Lord…,’ I too 

will be filled with joy to share 
my experience with my peers 
through the stories I share at 
school, in clubs, a feature in 
the school yearbook and in 
our school newspaper.”

In recognition of the SFHS 
school patron, St. Francis of 
Assisi being the Pope’s cho-
sen name, the all-girl Catho-
lic high school received seats 
just behind the clergy gath-
ered from across the United 

States.  The student delega-
tion was comprised of three 
seniors, one junior, and four 
sophomore students.   The 
coveted seats put them with-
in steps of the Pope.  They 
also participated in a celebra-
tory Mass at the Franciscan 
Monastery of the Holy Land 
and spent the day with the 
Friars on a small group tour 
and discussion about Fran-
ciscan social justice works 
and teachings.  

With the many St. Francis 
alumnae working or attend-
ing college in the Washing-
ton area, there was a recep-
tion at Clyde’s Restaurant 

in Georgetown to meet and 
network.

Chaperone Margo Reid 
Brown, class of ‘81 and pres-
ident of St. Francis Catho-
lic High School,  returned to 
Sacramento and shared the 
following statement about the 
trip: “It was indeed a magnifi-
cent experience for the young 
ladies who were chosen to at-
tend the Mass of Canoniza-
tion in Washington, D.C.  
While there, we also had the 
great fortune to be invited to 
attend the Franciscan Mon-
astery for their Mass of Cele-
bration of Saint Junipero Ser-
ra on the following day.”

St. Francis Catholic 
High School sent 
student delegation 
to Washington D.C. 
for Pope Francis’ visit

By lance arMstronG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Many historic homes can be found 
in Sacramento, and one of the grand-
est of these homes is a palatial, 11-
room structure at the northeast cor-
ner of 21st and T streets.

It certainly is not easy to miss see-
ing this well-preserved Queen Anne 
shingle-style, brick and wood Victo-
rian residence, as it towers above this 
section of the historic Poverty Ridge/
Sutter Terrace area.

But this four-level building’s height, 
which is accentuated by its setting on 
elevated property, is only one element 
that draws the attention of those trav-
eling by this structure.

The mansion’s distinctive turret, 
oval windows, stained glass windows, 
balconies, columns and semicircular 
porch are also among the home’s at-
tractive exterior features.

Additionally, tall palms and a rich, 
green lawn add to the allure of the 
structure.

Inside the house, one can view hard-
wood floors, hand-painted ceiling de-
signs, detailed architectural moldings, 
historic carpets and wallpaper, three 
fireplaces, chandeliers, marble wash 
basins, ornate corner posts on a deco-
rative staircase, a small musicians’ loft 
and many other features.

This grand house, which was recent-
ly placed on the market for the first time 
since 2007, when it failed to sell for $1.8 
million, has been a part of this commu-
nity for well more than a century.

Research for this article resulted in 
the discovery of a reference to the con-
struction of the building.

That reference, which was found in the 
Sept. 7, 1899 edition of The Sacramento 
Union, reads: “A new dwelling: Fred Ma-
son has commenced the erection of a fine 
dwelling-house on Sutter Terrace, corner 
Twenty-first and T streets.”

A 1907 advertisement for the lo-
cal general contractors and builders, 
Dailey & Rogerson, includes a pho-
tograph of the 21st Street mansion, 
with a caption, which reads: “Mason 
home, built by us.”

Prior to 1907, the existence of Dai-
ley & Rogerson, which was located at 
1822 M St. (now Capitol Avenue), had 
not been recognized in a city directory. 
The owners of that firm were William 
H. Dailey and Robert Rogerson.

Although Dailey had worked as a local 
carpenter for at least 11 years by 1906, 
that year’s directory is the first such di-
rectory to recognize Rogerson as a resi-
dent and carpenter in Sacramento.

Based on that research and other re-
search regarding Dailey & Rogerson, 
it seems likely that the 1907 advertise-
ment refers to the roots of the compa-
ny before Rogerson became Dailey’s 
business partner.

At the time when Fred made ar-
rangements to have his 21st Street 
home built, he was an established lo-
cal businessman.

As early as 1878, Fred, a German 
immigrant who was then residing at 
118 3rd St., was operating a custom 
shirt-making business.

By 1882, Fred was running the 
business – then known as the Sac-
ramento Shirt Factory – at 528 J St. 
His residence at that time was locat-
ed at 721 N St.

About two years later, Fred, mar-
ried Caroline Nichols, who was born 
in Moline, Illinois to German immi-
grant parents in 1858.

As early as 1887, Fred was operating 
Mason’s Steam Laundry at 528 J St.

By the following year, Fred was liv-
ing at 1801 J St. and operating his 
laundry, shirt manufacturing and a 
men’s furnishing goods business at 
12th and D streets.

Among the employees of Mason’s 
Steam Laundry at various times were 
Conrad Mason and Lillie Marvin.

The laundry business was located at 
its final site of 2030 O St. by 1897.

It was also during the 1890s when 
Fred was running a towel service.

Fred and Caroline were recognized 
in the 1900 U.S. Census – document-
ed in June 1900 – as then residing at 
1715 N St.

During research for this article, 
the earliest discovered reference 
to the Masons living in their 21st 
Street residence was found in the 
1900 city directory.

Unfortunately for Fred, he was un-
able to enjoy that home for long, as 
he died on Dec. 17, 1901, after having 
surgery for stomach cancer.

The 1903 city directory recogniz-
es Caroline as a resident of the same 
house at 1931 21st St.

That directory also lists her as the 
proprietor of Mason’s Steam Laundry 
at 2030 O St. and a co-owner (with 
her brother-in-law, Henry E. Dorman) 
of Mason’s Haberdashery at 622 K St. 
She would not retire until 1938.

Caroline, who was an equestrienne, 
a cocker spaniel breeder, the owner of 
one of the city’s first electric cars and 
an active member of the Sacramento 
Chamber of Commerce, died in her 
21st Street home on Saturday night, 
Nov. 7, 1942. She was 84.

Following Caroline’s death, an ap-
praisal of her estate’s real and personal 
property was valued at $16,118.74.

The 1943 city directory recognizes 
Nebraska native Seymour S. White 
(1875-1956) and his wife, Nellie L. 
White (1877-1954), as then residing 
in the 21st Street home.

By 1945, the Whites had moved to 
2414 27th St., and Edwin P. Fraser, 
who was employed as a poster hanger 
by the Foster and Kleiser Co. at 1330 
U St., and his wife, Murle H. Fraser, 
were living in the 21st Street mansion.

The Frasers were mentioned in the 
Aug. 5, 1946 edition of The Bee in 
its “divorce actions” section under the 
heading, “interlecutory (sic) decrees,” 
as follows: “Murle H. from Edwin P. 
Fraser, cruelty.”

In the 1947 city directory, the 21st 
Street mansion is listed as “vacant.”

About a year later, Pembroke S. 
Dyer, a realtor who then had his office 
at 1506 Broadway, and his wife, Ag-
nes K. Dyer, moved into the former 
Mason house.

Pembroke died at the age of 80 on 
May 7, 1963, and his widow, who 
was a local real estate broker, lived 
alone in her 21st Street home for sev-
eral more years.

William A. “Bill” Smith (1921-
2008), who came to Sacramento with 
his wife, Alice, in 1942, and founded 
the locally renowned Bill Smith Pho-
tography, moved into the 21st Street 
mansion in about 1969.

During the 1970s, Bill and Alice be-
gan having their 21st Street mansion 
renovated.

The first phase of that restoration 
involved giving the structure a new 
foundation, steel beam supports, new 
plumbing and wiring.

The house was also repainted and 
reroofed.

A building inspector’s card, dated 
April 9, 1974, notes that the house was 
reroofed by Superior Roofing, of 7500 
San Joaquin St., near Hiram W. John-
son High School, at a cost of $2,500.

Altogether, the Smiths spent 14 
years having their home restored and 
refurnished.

Alice died in 2007, a year prior to 
the death of Bill, and the mansion, as 
previously mentioned, was placed for 
sale at a cost of $1.8 million.

The house, as also noted earlier in this 
article, was never sold, and the Smith 
family continues to own the structure.

And once again, the Smith family 
has opted to attempt to sell this clas-
sic Victorian mansion, which sits on a 
9,147-square-foot lot.

This time around, the house is be-
ing offered for a bit under $1 million, 
at $999,000. And the neighboring 
structure and property at 1921-1923 
21st St. is also for sale.

As one of the all-time most photo-
graphed residential buildings in the his-
tory of the city, the old Mason/Smith 
mansion continues to stand as one of 
the city’s grandest classic homes.

Locally famous mansion was 
home to successful laundry 
owner, photographer, others

Photo by Lance Armstrong
This Queen Anne shingle-style Victorian home at the northeast corner of 21st and T streets was 
constructed in 1899 for Fred and Caroline Mason.
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Sacramento Elks Lodge #6
6446 Riverside Blvd. Sacramento, 95831

For more information call Mary Jo   916-691-3059

Holiday Arts & Craft Fair 
 Saturday November 14th, 2015 – 9a.m.-  3p.m.

A festival of all hand-made unique gifts from Crafters 
and Artists Free admission. Drawings All Day. 
Great Food. Baked Goods.Reasonable Prices

To the members of the 
1966 class of

C.K. McClatchy High School 

McClatchyreunion66@yahoo.com
Facebook:

McClatchy High school class of 1966

50 year REUNION is in October 2016.
We are looking for you, 

PLEASE contact us

Crockett-Deane Ballet
& Deane Dance Center

present . . .
Nutcracker & Christmas Angels
Saturday, Dec. 12th, 2 & 7 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 13th, 2 p.m.
“The Center” 2300 Sierra Blvd, Sacramento

$15 Adults; $12 Seniors/Students; 
$10 Children

(Saturday night add $5 per ticket)

(915) 453-0226 DeanDanceCenter.com

One of a kind holiday gifts!

Holiday Craft Faire
Saturday, November 7 

Mission Oaks Community Center
4701 Gibbons Drive,

Carmichael

 916-972-0336

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Peter Ja? e, Music Director & Conductor

Visit www.folsomsymphony.com
 or call 916-608-6888 for ticket information

Three Stages at Folsom Lake College
10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630

Harris Center for the Arts

with Alon Goldstein, 
piano

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic#
908942. Call Steven at 230-2114.

HOLIDAY CLEAN up SpECIALS
Rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod place-
ment, rototilling, pressure washing/power spray, yard 
work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub removal, general 
labor, fence repair, odd jobs & more. References 
available. In buisness for 18 years. Licensed. Call 
Les at 838-1247.

#1 BookkEEPER
32 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & 
Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. 
Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

bOOkkEEpINgTAx pREpARER

#1 TAx pREpARER
32 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax re-
turns including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including all State 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTEC Registered & Bonded. Please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, 
Nevada (775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

Need Home Improvement?
Check out the

Home Improvement Guide 
 in the East Sacramento News.

For Melissa for 
Home Improvement 

ad rates, call 429-9901.

Sell you car fast in 
the classifiedsClassified ads work

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

Non-Profit Organization is 
Seeking Local Host Families for 
High School Exchange Students 
 ASSE International Student Exchange 
Programs (ASSE), in cooperation with your 
community high school, is looking for lo-
cal families to host boys and girls between 
the ages of 15 to 18 from a variety of coun-
tries: Norway, Denmark, Spain, Italy, Japan, 
to name a few.
ASSE students are enthusiastic and ex-
cited to experience American culture 
while they practice their English. They 
also love to share their own culture and 
language with their host families. Host 
families welcome these students into 
their family, not as a guest, but as a fam-
ily member, giving everyone involved a 
rich cultural experience.
The exchange students have pocket money 
for personal expenses and full health, acci-
dent and liability insurance. ASSE students 
are selected based on academics and person-
ality, and host families can choose their stu-
dent from a wide variety of backgrounds, 
countries and personal interests.
To become an ASSE Host Family or to find 
out how to become involved with ASSE 
in your community, please call 1-800-733-
2773 or go to www.host.asse.com to be-
gin your host family application. Students 
are eager to learn about their American host 
family, so begin the process of welcoming 
your new son or daughter today!
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Sacramento Traditional Jazz 
Society (STJS) monthly music event
Every second Sunday of the month, STJS 
has music at the Elks Lodge No. 6, 6446 
Riverside Blvd., from noon to 5 p.m. Each 
month STJS has a different bands, there 
is three different rooms to listen to music.  
Nominal fee for members is $8; non-mem-
ber price is $10.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club South meeting
The Rotary Club of South Sacramen-
to meets at noon for lunch every Thurs-
day at Iron Grill, located at 2422 13th St. 
(Broadway and 13th Street).  Rotary is 
one of the largest service organizations in 
the world dedicated to community service 
both locally, and internationally.  Please 
call JR Springer at 425-9195 for addition-
al information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

OctOber

“Souls of the City” Events & 
Activities Presented by the 
Sacramento History Museum
now-nov. 1: In honor of “Day of the Dead” ac-
tivities celebrated each year in Mexico and in 
major cities around the world, Sol Collective 
and the Historic Old Sacramento Foundation 
have teamed up to present a series of commu-
nity workshops and special activities that show-
case the traditions and/or demonstrate how to 
create some of the special items used in “Day of 
the Dead” celebrations.  The effort culminates 
with a Dia De Los Muertos celebration on No-
vember 1.  For more, visit www.sachistorymuse-
um.org. The museum is located at 101 I St.

Ghost Tours at the Sacramento 
History Museum 
oct. 16 and 17: Visitors to Old Sacramen-
to can journey back in time to hear ghost-
ly tales and spooky stories as they walk 
through the history-rich streets and re-live 
19th century lore. Entertaining yet knowl-
edgeable tour guides will take daring and in-
quisitive guests through Old Sacramento’s 
infamous locales to experience a bit of the 
dark side of California’s history.  For more, 
go to www.sachistorymuseum.org, 101 I St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Capitol Pops, special guests 
celebrate October with fourth 
annual “Brews & Boos” 
oct. 16: The public is invited to join the Cap-
itol Pops Concert Band to celebrate October 
with the fourth annual “Brews & Boos” event 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 16, 2015 at 
the Citrus Heights Community Center, 6300 
Fountain Square Drive. Doors to the family-
friendly, free, two-hour event open at 6:30 p.m. 
Guests are invited to purchase on-site tickets 
good for specialty German foods (a meal, in-
cluding dessert), as well as sodas and water to 
support the Capitol Pops. Proceeds will go to 
support the CPCB’s student scholarship fund 
and general expenses of the band. Beer and 
wine will be for sale by the Citrus Heights Ki-
wanis in support of their charities. Numerous 
raffle prizes will be up for grabs. Guests are in-
vited to dress in their finest Bavarian/Ger-
man attire or their scariest Halloween costume 
as the event marks the best of October – Ok-
toberfest and Halloween. The band’s musi-
cal performance, starting at about 7 p.m., will 
include some traditional German music, plus 
some spooky Halloween tunes.  The Sacra-
mento Capitolaires will perform throughout 
the evening. The men’s chorus has a tradition 
dating back to the immediate post-World War 

II era, featuring music that appeals to all ages. 
Another highlight will be the Creative Con-
nections Arts Academy of North Highlands, 
part of the Twin Rivers Unified School Dis-
trict, youth dance team performing the clas-
sic Ghoul Dance in a band arrangement of 
Michael Jackson’s timeless “Thriller” hit.  Par-
tygoers are welcome to take to the dance floor 
during the musical numbers. Started in 1997, 
the CPCB has performed a diverse portfo-
lio of high-quality, well-prepared music heard 
by thousands of concert-goers throughout 
Northern California.  Based in Citrus Heights, 
the self-supporting, nonprofit community 
band of about 65 musicians represents a wide 
cross-section of the Sacramento area. For more 
information on the Capitol Pops, visit www.
capitolpops.org or its Facebook page.More de-
tails on the Sacramento Capitolaires can be 
found at www.capitolaires.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Lantern Tours at the Sacramento 
City Cemetery 
oct. 16 and 17: Embark on a lantern 
led walking tour through Sacramen-
to’s past at the Sacramento City Ceme-
tery!  Guests experience stories of mur-
der, death by spirits, death by duel or 
morphine, and even men impersonating 
women – all this while encountering oth-
er unexpected visitors from beyond. Sto-
ries will be told by our eternal residents. 
Hurry, tickets sell out fast…for more in-
formation please visit www.oldcityceme-
tery.com, 1000 Broadway
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 30 Open House
oct. 17: Fire Station 30, located at 1901 
Club Center Dr., will have an open house 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possi-
bly mascot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food festival at the Chinese 
Community Church
oct. 17: The 32nd annual festival features 
delicious Chinese food including the fa-
mous barbecue chicken, pot stickers, chow 
mein, chicken salad, combo plate and more.  
Enjoy live entertainment and activities for 

children.  11 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Free admission. 
Chinese Community Church is located at 
5600 Gilgunn Way. For more information, 
call 424-8900 or visit www.cccsac.net
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

5th Annual CureSMA 5k Walk N Roll
oct. 17: This event goes from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and starts and ends at the William Land 
Park at the Village Green, on the corner of 
Sutterville Road and Freeport Boulevard. Or-
ganizer Nina Daya writes on the event’s Face-
book page, the reason for the event as follows: 
“Our daughter Malena was diagnosed with 
Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) type 2 at 
age 15 months. As a family we did not know 
what the future would hold for us since we 
learned that SMA is the number 1 genetic 
killer of children under the age of 2 years old. 
We quickly realized that spreading Aware-
ness of this little known disease would be of 
utmost importance & this was the central 
theme keeping ourselves hopeful about the 
future. Our Walk N Roll was born in beauti-
ful Sacramento and as a community we have 
raised over $50,000 and would like to con-
tinue until a cure is reached. We are already 
at Clinical Trials - A truly Exciting Time to 
be Involved! 100% of all donations goes to 
CureSMA. We hosting this event as a ges-
ture and “pay it forward effort. “ SMA can oc-
cur any age group.” Register, create your own 
team or donate at:  <events.curesma.org/
2015Sacwnr>. It’s a fun family event, so dress 
in a super hero costume or come as you are, 
includes t-shirts, food, kids activities, deejay 
music, raffle prizes, surprise super hero guests 
and our River Cats mascot, Dinger.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

“Choctoberfest”: A crazy and 
tasty high calorie production by 
Sac Women’s Chorus
oct. 17: The Sacramento Women’s Cho-
rus (SWC) fall concert, “CHOCtoberfest” 
is scheduled for 7 p.m. in Sacramento, Calif. 
The concert will feature fun and lively songs 
about love for sweets, chocolate and commu-
nity. Adults and children are invited to attend. 
This popular concert  sells out quickly, so you 
are encouraged to purchase tickets soon. Wine, 
beer, refreshments and tasty chocolates will be 
available. “Our CHOCtoberfest concert will 
celebrate everything good - music, friendship, 
fun, love and of course, chocolate. Our music 

is upbeat, entertaining and engages the audi-
ence. Our fall show is typically a bit crazy with 
unexpected turns and tunes – a kind of cra-
zy-high calorie production!” said Robin Rich-
ie, SWC Artistic Director. Doors open at 6:15 
p.m. Location: The Center at 2300, address: 
2300 Sierra Blvd.  Cost for tickets is $25 each 
• Tickets available online or through a chorus 
member. To buy tickets online, go to: www.
sacramentowomenschorus.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

4th Annual Monster Bash at the 
Sacramento Children’s Museum
oct. 17: Visit the Sacramento Children’s 
Museum for a night of ghoulish fun at the 
4th Annual Monster Bash!  Gear up for 
Halloween by wearing your best costume 
and come play the night away at the Mu-
seum!  They’ll have a DJ, dancing, refresh-
ments, photo opportunities, a “haunted hall-
way,” and of course – Museum play.  For 
more information, visit www.sackids.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

“Spookomotive” Train Rides at 
the Railroad Museum 
oct. 17 and 18: All aboard for some Hal-
loween fun Old Sacramento style!  California 
State Parks and the California State Railroad 
Museum are proud to offer diesel-powered 
“Spookomotive” train rides aboard a whim-
sically decorated train crawling with spiders, 
cobwebs and cornstalks while staffed with an 
entertaining “skeleton crew.”  Also, discounted 
“combo” Halloween-themed train rides and 
river cruises are offered twice per day. 125 I 
St.  For more, visit www.csrmf.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Symphonic Winds, 
a 60-piece symphonic band 
presents “Winds of Change”
oct. 18: Bring the entire family to this ex-
traordinary concert season entitled “Winds 
of Change” at the Crowne Plaza North-
east. The Sacramento Symphonic Winds is 
a 60-piece adult symphonic band conduct-
ed by Dr. Les Lehr who is retiring after this 
season, and guest conductor Timothy M. 
Smith.  Selections during the season will in-
clude Chorale and Shaker Dance by John 
Zdechlik, Pas Redouble by Camille Saint-
Saens, A Christmas Festival by Leroy An-
derson, La Fiesta Mexicana by Alfred Reed, 

American in Paris by George Gershwin, 
Irish Tune by Percy Grainger, and more! 
Show starts at 2:30 p.m. at Crowne Plaza 
Northeast, 5321 Date Ave. Tickets are sold 
at the door. Children 10 and under Free; 
Student/ Senior (65+) $10; General $15. 
Contact number is 489-2576; www.sac-
winds.org; https://www.google.com/maps/
place/Crowne+Plaza+95841
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Embroiderers’ Guild of America
oct. 20: Join the Camellia Chapter, Embroi-
derers’ Guild of America at their meeting at 
7 p.m. at the Arcade Library, 2443 Marconi 
Ave. Guests welcome.  Free. 223-2751. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Lecture/Presentation: Art & 
Science of Anatomy – The Skull 
– Inside and Out at the Museum 
of Medical History 
oct. 21: The Sierra Sacramento Valley Medi-
cal Society and Museum of Medical History are 
offering a free evening lecture & presentation 
about the fascinating art and science of anatomy 
starting with a focus on the skull. Betty Nelsen, 
an Art Instructor at American River College, 
will demonstrate how the study and knowledge 
of the anatomy of our facial muscles relates to 
understanding the expression of our emotions.  
Plus, a replica skull will be available for exami-
nation.  For more, visit http://www.ssvms.org/
Portals/7/Assets/pdf/lecture_series.pdf
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Calendar:
Continued from page 12

See Calendar, page 13

Do you have a story? 
Tell it to us. 
Call Monica Stark at 916-429-9901
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cleaningADDITION SPECIALIST

capitol electric

ELECTrICAL CONTrACTOr

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

reasonable residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FrEE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil Mcintire –– c.S.l.# 394307

hArDWOOD FLOOrINg

Specializing in installing, sanding, 
and finishing hardwood flooring 

or repair and refurbish your current floors.

call Michael – (916) 383-8742
lic # 544159/references available

Hardwood Flooring

HaRDWOOD FlOORS

yOuR aD SHOulD be HeRe!

call today!

call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
ad design is free.

yOuR aD SHOulD be HeRe!

call today!

call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
ad design is free.

HOuSe cleaning

CSL# 996271

yOuR aD SHOulD be HeRe!

call today!

call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
ad design is free.

hANDYMAN

PAINTINg

HanDyMan

Holiday Yard Clean-up Specials!
Call LESTER 

(916) 838-1247

pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
clean out your garage! replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• hAULINg & YArD CLEAN-UP
• rAIN gUTTEr CLEANINg
• CONCrETE rEMOVAL
• hEDgE TrIMMINg /ShrUB rEMOVAL
• PrESSUrE WAShINg

SPECIALS FOr SENIOrS/*SErVINg ThE ArEA FOr OVEr 18 YrS*

lic#128758/ref

PAINTINg

cReaTuRe caTcHeRS/ReMOVal

yOuR aD SHOulD be HeRe!

call today!

call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
ad design is free.

3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

East Sac Specialists
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

tree serviceroof/gutter cleaning

tree  & gardening services

rain gutterspainting

Your services are needed! 
call Melissa at (916) 429-9901
 and reserve your space on the 

East Sacramento News Home improvement page

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL service pLUMBing

pLUMBing

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

tractor work
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for current home listings, please visit:

DUNNIGANREALTORS.COM

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

CLASSIC BUNGALOW
Sweet 2 bedroom in the heart of East Sacramento! Completely 
remodeled kitchen and bath that blends well with the timeless 
style of this home. Vintage molding, hardwood fl oors, an elegant 
fi replace, and a large dining room perfect for entertaining. Spa-
cious fl oor plan completely landscaped backyard.
$399,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

 WONDERFUL RIVER PARK
Desirable 3 bedrooms, remodeled bath, hardwood fl oors and 
more. The updated kitchen is complete with granite counters, 
gas cooktop, stainless steel appliances and soft closure 
cabinets. The large backyard has great shade trees and is 
very private. The beautiful swimming pool Too!
$419,900

CHRISTINE BALESTERI 966-2244

 RIVER PARK 4 BEDROOM
A rare, original 4 bedroom 2 bath home with 2,064 square 
feet. Good bones, large rooms and minimal updating create 
an opportunity for the right buyer. Bring some creativity, vision 
and elbow grease to make this one shine. Two spacious living 
areas, both with fi replaces, and loads of storage!
$479,000

STEPHANIE GALLAGHER 342-2288

 FABULOUS MCKINLEY PARK
4 bedrooms 2½ baths; spacious fl oor plan for entertaining. 
Beautiful hardwood fl oors with walnut inlay, updated kitchen, 
and partial basement with wine storage. Master suite sitting 
area with a very large master bath and walk-in closet. Private 
backyard with custom lighting.  $835,000  

TIM COLLOM 247-8048
PAM VANDERFORD 799-7234

 PHENOMENAL TUDOR
Phenomenal 3 bedroom Tudor on a very popular tree-lined 
street! Updated kitchen, living room with cozy fi replace, arch 
doorway to the formal dining room. Convenient layout and 
plenty of space for entertaining. Fully landscaped backyard 
with gorgeous tree. Quarter basement.
$595,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

 OUTSTANDING CRAFTSMAN
Outstanding Craftsman style home in a terrifi c location. 2 or 
3 bedroom home with gleaming hardwood fl oors, spacious 
living and dining rooms, lots of natural light throughout and 
a two car garage. Back yard stone pathway through lush low 
maintenance landscaping.
$429,500

RICHARD KITOWSKI 261-0811

 BRIDGEWAY TOWER PENTHOUSE
Enjoy the best of downtown living!  Completely remodeled with 
stunning kitchen and baths. 3rd bedroom now a formal din-
ing room. Living, dining and bedrooms access the full length 
balcony, walls of glass for amazing southern views off the 15th 
fl oor. Walk to Kings Arena, restaurants, Capitol.
$719,000

NATHAN SHERMAN 969-7379

 REMODELED MEDITERRANEAN
3 bedrooms 2 baths with Old World charm. Spacious living room 
with beamed ceilings and surround sound. Hardwood fl oors. 
Updated kitchen with stainless appliances and Aga stove. 
High quality bathrooms remodeled down to studs. Jetted tub. 
Outdoor kitchen, 2 fountains.
$799,000

COLLEEN WIFVAT 719-2324

 SARATOGA TOWNHOME
Completely updated 2 bedroom 1½ bath with a spacious 
kitchen, high end appliances, dual pane windows, hickory 
wood fl oors and travertine in the bathrooms. Expanded with 
a bonus offi ce arena, loft & walk-in-master closet!  Attached 
garage and your own patio oasis.
$369,000

NATHAN SHERMAN 969-7379

for current home listings, please visit:

DUNNIGANREALTORS.COM

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®
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