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AROUND THE HooD &

by Corky Oakes

Ring In the holiday season...

A Baroque Christmas ... Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m. at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. Baroque Soloists
ring in the holiday season with Baroque Con-
certos and “their own lively arrangements of
early Christmas carols.” For more information
visit http://sacramentobaroque.org/tickets.

DADASs Art Gallery & Boutique is hosting its
Holiday Bazaar featuring local artists. This is
the place to visit for “unique gifts and special-
ty items you will not find in stores - Jewelry,
wearable art, journals, cards, apparel, and art”
Saturday, Dec 3 11-5 and Sunday Dec 4 from
11-4. DADA:G is located at 3655 J St. Also--
-bring non-perishable food for DADAs food

drive!!!!

Holiday Open House at Summer Porch,
3254 ] St. Saturday, Dec. 3 from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. A great place to find gifts for home and

garden.

Holiday Boutique hosted by the Yoga Solu-
tion. Saturday, Dec. 10, 9:30 a.m. until noon.
Handcrafted gifts (e.g. goat milk soap, yoga
eye bags, soy candles) will be for sale. Yoga So-
lution is located at 5290 Elvas Ave. A booth
will be set up outside on the grass.

Winter Jazz Festival, Saturday, Dec. 10, from
8 a.m. to 10 p.m. at Capistrano Hall (CPS),
CSUS. According to the CSUS website, this is
a“non-competitive, educational festival featur-
ing regional instrumental and vocal ensembles
from middle schools, high schools, and colleg-
es in performance and clinic settings. Closing
concert will feature The Sacramento Jazz Ot-
chestra with guest artist: grammy nominated
Donny McCaslin on tenor saxophone. Evening
closing concert to be held in the University
Union Ballroom.” For more information vis-
it http://calendar.csus.edu/MasterCalendar/
EventDetails.aspx?EventDetailld=338418

Angels We Have Heard On High, Sacra-
mento Master Singers.

Thursday, December 15th - Wednesday,
Dec. 21. A wonderful musical tradition year
after year. Concerts will be held at St. Francis
Church, 26th and K Streets. Showtimes:

Dec 15th @ 7pm | Dec 17th @ 8pm | Dec
18th @ 3pm | Dec 21st @ 7pm

Tickets are available at https://boxoflice.

printtixusa.com/mastersingers/agenda.

The ever popular Sacred Heart Holiday
Home Tour is once again upon us. The tour
includes six homes in the Fab Forties decorat-
ed for the holidays. The tour benefits Sacred
Heart Parish School. Don't forget to visit the
Boutique and Cafe for holiday gifts, edibles
and cheer. Here’s the schedule:

Friday, December 2nd: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Boutique 12:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 3 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Boutique 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Sunday, December 4th: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Boutique 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

For information e-mail shhometour@gmail.
com.

Holiday Food Drive - Sacramento Zoo in
partnership with River City Food Bank is ac-
cepting non-perishable food daily throughout
December. Hours are 10 am to 4 pm. During
December when you bring food Zoo and re-
ceive $1 off your Zoo admission!

The Zoo will raise donations for River City
Food Bank with your support!

KRU - East Sac Contemporary Japanese Din-
ing is now open! Located at 3135 Folsom

Blvd, Sacramento, CA 916.551.1559. http://

krurestaurant.com.

Over the river and through the woods.....
want a little wintry road trip? Want to bring
home a tree? Visit the Pacific Ranger Sta-
tion Christmas Tree Sale now through
Dec. 31st. Why Dec. 31? Because the For-
est Service realizes military families cannot
always celebrate on Christmas. Truly heart-
warming, yes? Pacific Ranger Station is lo-
cated just east of Fresh Pond on Highway
50,7887 US-50, Pollock Pines. The main
office is open Monday through Friday from
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more information,

call (530) 644-2349.

Happy Holidays!
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SCUSD to begin
negotiations over
Old Marshall site

Sacramento City Unified School District’s Board of Ed-
ucation has directed staff to begin negotiations with a
potential developer for the Old Marshall School site in
Midtown.

Mogavero Architects and Bardis Homes submitted a pro-
posal to renovate the 113-year-old school into senior hous-
ing and to build on the site 35 to 50 for-sale condomini-
ums targeted to empty-nesters and retirees. Bardis Homes
is currently developing The Mill at Broadway in North
Land Park. Any potential development plan for Old Mar-
shall would require review and approval by various govern-
mental agencies, including the city’s Planning Commission.
The proposed development will then be submitted for re-
view and final approval at a future Board meeting and will
be subject to public comment.

SCUSD has been at work since last spring to find a new
use for Old Marshall, which has been vacant since 2009.
Old Marshall was designed by Rudolph Harold, a local-
ly prominent architect who designed City Hall. Located at
2718 G St., it was used as an elementary school until 1976,
when it was closed due to concerns about its ability to with-
stand an earthquake.

After a major infrastructure overhaul, it reopened in 1983
and at various times housed a preschool, adult school, em-
ployment center and small high school.
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Do you have a story?
Tell it to us.

Call Monica Stark at 916-429-9901
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I had been very busy yes-
terday and there had been
no time for me to just be a
kid and have fun. My plan
for today was to find some
girls my age that I could
get to know better. I had
already met some of the
girls in the neighborhood at
school. But I was sure there
were more of them living
on our street. My brothers,
Rodney and Timothy, had
already made friends with
most of the boys.

1Ed)

LIFE

IN THE VILLAGE

I By JAN DALSKE

East Sacramento News

I could hear my parents
talking in the living room.
My dad was telling my mom
that he really liked the new
curtains that she had made.
She was opening them with a
pull string to let the sunshine
into the room. He hugged
her and told her to have a
good day, gave her a kiss and
left for work. I liked to see
my parents expressing their
feelings for each other.

Maybe I would be lucky
enough to have a relation-

ship like theirs when I grew
up. Or, maybe, I would never
get married. I had plenty to
time to make that decision.
After all, I was only six years
old and in first grade. Oh
yes, I forgot, I was going into
second grade when school
started again in September.
And, my little brother Tim-
othy would turn 5 in a week
and he would be registered
for Kindergarten, and could
walk to school with Rodney
and me.

Before I could make it
down the hallway to the
front of the house I heard
my little brother Wayne
crying. He was in his crib
and probably had a wet di-
aper and wanted a bottle.
Rita slept in the same room,
in her own little bed, and I
wondered how she got any
sleep at all with his crying all
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of the time. Maybe she was
used to it by now. When she
was a little older my mom
planned to get her a larger
bed and put it in the room
where Linda and I slept. I
guess that room would be
called the “girls’ room”.

I headed for the kitchen to
tell my mom about Wayne’s
cries. She nodded, telling me
that she had already heard
him and had hoped that he
would go back to sleep. But,
we both knew that was not
going to happen. Once he
was awake, he wanted to get
out of his crib. I helped her
set the table with the bowls
for the cereal. Pretty soon
everyone would be awake,
dressed and heading for the
dining room. We might as
well be ready for them. And
after they ate, the two old-
er boys would be going out-
side to play.

I wanted to do that too.
But, I had my usual morn-
ing chores to finish first.
Maybe if I told my mom I
would take Linda and Rita
with me she would let me
walk around the neighbor-
hood. My dad had recent-
ly bought us a shiny new
red wagon, and Linda and
Rita could ride in it while
I pulled them. The only
kid left at home would be
Wayne, and mom could
surely handle just one little
boy. She agreed to my plan,
and I went to the garage to
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« Comprehensive benefits including 401(k)
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find the wagon before she
changed her mind.

It was great to be walking
down the street where we
lived. People were in their
yards, mowing the grass,
or just visiting with their
neighbors. They were still
strangers to us, as we were
the newest family to move
into the neighborhood.
Our mother had not met
any of the neighbors as she
was home all day doing the
housework, and laundry
and looking after her large
family. Since she did not
have a driver’s license, and
we only had one car, she
was always at home during
the week. She only left to
go to church with her fam-
ily on Sundays.

The day seemed much
too short, and pretty soon
we had to return home. I
had met some of the neigh-
bors, and I know that Lin-
da and Rita enjoyed the
ride around the block.
It was not what I had
planned, but it was a good
start. And, our mom had
gotten her laundry washed
and hung out on the new
clothesline while we were
gone. Maybe I could take
another walk tomorrow,
this time without my little
sisters. But, I guess I did
have the rest of the sum-
mer to make new friends
and get to know our new

neighborhood.
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East Sac group collects stockings for homeless women and children

The Junior League of Sac-
ramento, based in East Sacra-
mento, has been hard at work
on its latest project to bring hol-
iday cheer to local women and
children who have experienced
homelessness. The group is do-
nating 20 filled holiday stock-
ings to local nonprofit Women's
Empowerment, which empow-
ers women to break the cycle of
homelessness.

“We want to give these wom-
en and their families a chance
to feel the holiday spirit while
also receiving gifts that are use-
ful,” said Anna Martinez, who
chairs the Junior Leagues com-
munity outreach committee,

The Junior League is hop-
ing other local residents will
donate to Women's Empowet-
ments annual Holiday Stock-
ing Drive, which is seeking 200
unstuffed stockings and specific
fillers for local infants and tod-
dlers, children, teens and adult
women once homeless.

“There is nothing like hearing
the squeals of joy from children
and their mothers who have
gone from having nothing to
now having a place to call home
during the holidays and cheer-
ful stockings to hang in their
homes,” said Lisa Culp, exec-
utive director, Women's Em-
powerment. “But these stock-
ings not only bring joy, they
give these families necessary
items so they can stay healthy
and warm this winter as they
rebuild their lives.”

For the list of items needed,
visit Www.womens-empower-
ment.org. Those interested also
can donate $35 to have a volun-
teer elf fill a stocking or donate
$15 Target gift cards. Items are
needed by Dec. 7 and can be
dropped off at 1590 North A
Street, Sacramento.

The Junior League will be
hosting three craft tables at
Womens Empowerments an-
nual Holiday Craft Party where
the stockings will be distribut-
ed. The party brings together

200 formerly homeless wom-

en and children to make holi-
day gifts for loved ones and ex-
perience “the dignity of giving,’
as Culp describes it.

The Junior League will pro-
vide 12 volunteers, four at each
table, to help guests create three
kinds of ornaments: snowmen,
angels and glass bulbs filled
with items needed to make hot
chocolate.

“Our focus for the next five
years will be on empowering
girls,’ Martinez said. “Wom-
ens Empowerment is a great fit
because its empowering to be
able to give your children gifts
and have them participate in
the holidays without feeling
excluded”

The Junior League of Sac-
ramento is an organization of
women committed to promot-
ing voluntarism, developing the
potential of women, and im-
proving the Sacramento com-
munity through the effective
action and leadership of trained
volunteers. For more informa-
tion, visit wwwijlsac.org,

Celebrating its 15th anniver-
sary this year, Womens Empow-
erment was recently featured on
NBC'’s The TODAY Show for
offering the most comprehen-
sive job-readiness program in
the Sacramento area designed
specifically for women who are
homeless and their children.
The 2014 Organization of the
Year has graduated 1,367 home-
less women and their 3,700 chil-
dren. Last year, 93 percent of
graduates found homes and 83
percent found jobs or enrolled in
school or training, The program
combines self-esteem cours-
es, job training, health class-
es and support services to help
homeless women across diverse
ages, races and cultures. Wom-
ens Empowerment is funded
through private donations from
the community and receives no
government funding except for
in-kind rent from the County
of Sacramento. To make a do-
nation: Www.womens-empow-
erment.org,
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More than
$150,275 raised
for the food
bank at this
year's Run to
Feed the Hungry

By MONICA STARK
editor@valcomnews.com

The weather couldn’t be better for the 29,002
participants in the annual Run to Feed the Hun-
gry who on Thanksgiving morning collectively
raised more than $150,275 for the Sacramento
Food Bank and Family Services. Made possible
by dedicated volunteers and title sponsor West-
ern Health Advantage, the annual event has be-
come a holiday tradition for countless families
and individuals.

“People want to give back and do something
for the less fortunate and the beneficiary is the
best non profit in town, the Sacramento Food
Bank and Family Services,” race director Rich
Hanna said. “We'e in East Sacramento, the best
neighborhood, in my opinion. I live in East Sac,
the most beautiful neighborhood in town. And
(Thanksgiving) is the perfect day to do it

The East Sacramento News caught up with
runners prior to the 10-kilometer and 5-kilome-
ter races to talk about their reasons for running
this year.

A runner of the 10K, Wayne Watts donned a
homemade jersey with the slogan: “This one is
for you Little David.” In memory of his grand-
son who died from leukemia in 2000, Wayne
said he created the jersey for him and over the
years, he’'s added a name or initials of someone
he’s lost to cancer “or something. I run to re-
member all of them. This is my 13th year now,”
he said, adding that he enjoys this “well-orga-
nized” event.“I like the charity that it takes care
of — the food bank. I see a lot of hungry on the
streets all the time. It’s just basic. People gotta
eat. It’s a great charity.”

Runner Stacy Fat, of the locally-known Frank
Fat's family, ran the race for the second time this
year. Looking forward to it after running it last
year, Stacy said her sister and her mother have
participated in the event every year since the event
began 23 years ago and have dragged her into it.
After the race, she said about 30 members of the
Fat family come together for a traditional Thanks-
giving meal at home.

Sacramento Food Bank & Family Services is a
local, non-profit agency committed to serving in-
dividuals and families in need. With a staff of 83
and a volunteer force close to 6,000 annually, Sac-
ramento Food Bank & Family Services provides
free emergency goods and services to 150,000
men, women and children each month.

After December 1, please donate online at www.
sacramentofoodbank.org. All donations are 100
percent tax deductible. Once your donation has
been processed, you will receive a thank you letter
with our organization’s Tax ID on it.
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The community says goodbye to Bodie at East Lawn Cemetery

As many in the Sacramento
area will remember, the Sac-
ramento Police Department’s
K9 Officer Bodie was shot in
the line of duty four years ago.
He became a local celebrity as
people from all over followed
his story on Facebook on the
Sacramento Police Canine
Association page. He recov-
ered but never returned to ac-
tive duty as a patrol K9 officer.
Instead, he became a police
K9 ambassador visiting thou-
sands of people and dozens of
locations and schools in and
around Northern California.

On November 8,2016 Bod-
ie died unexpectedly from an
infection. He was only 8 years
old. Many in the community
came out to pay their final re-
spects to this K9 warrior. K9
Officer Bodie's obituary can
be found by clicking on the
link below. He was buried in
East Lawn Sierra Hills Pet
Cemetery beside 51 other K9
Officers. East Lawn is proud
to have been chosen as the fi-
nal resting place for K9 Ofh-
cer Bodie and many other K9
heroes including retired K9
Officer Bandit who died just
one day after Bodie.

MK "'.[urln ol B9 IHhcer Bodic

Bodie’s obituary

K9 Bodie was born March
27th, 2008 in Bergen, Ger-
many as Ibo an der Lan-
gen Furt. In 2010, he came
to the United States and was
partnered with Officer Ran-
dy Van Dusen to become a
police dog for the Sacramen-
to Police Department. He
quickly certified as a patrol
and narcotics detection K9
and made a name for him-
self on the streets as a hard-
working and loving police
dog. After a short time on
patrol Bodie became a trust-
ed and reliable SWAT K9
and earned the respect of all
who worked with him.

On May 18th 2012, K9
Bodie was shot in his face
by a car theft suspect dur-
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ing a foot pursuit in the
Land Park area of Sacra-
mento. Bodie was immedi-
ately rushed to VCA Veter-
inary Referral Center where
they saved his life. K9 Bodie
showed a warrior spirit and
the will to live. One week
later he walked out the front
door of the vet and into his
patrol car to start his recov-
ery at home with his fami-
ly. After numerous hours of
physical rehab and 5 major
surgeries to repair damage
to his jaw, paw, and later his
spinal column, Bodie retired
to live out his days with his
family. Bodie went on to be-
come an ambassador of the
police department and ed-
ucated school children and
the public about the impor-
tant role police dogs play in
society.

Bodie also went on to sire
several puppies who have
already followed in his paw
prints by certifying as po-

lice and search and rescue
K9s. Bodie’s amazing life of
public service will carry on
with them.

K9 Bodie lived an amaz-
ing life and was able to ac-
complish things in his short
eight years that most dogs
and humans only dream
about. Flying in helicopters,
riding in boats, rapelling
from towers, scaling fences,
searching for bad guys, vis-
iting school children, receiv-
ing numerous awards, being
a loving family dog, siring
puppies, and being recog-
nized at the California State
Capitol as a hero were just
a handful of Bodie’s accom-
plishments. Even with all
that he got to do and see,
Bodie’s favorite thing in the
world was chewing on his
Kong toy and leaning against
anyone who would give him
ear rubs or would scratch his
chin. Bodie was an amazing
partner, loving family mem-
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ber, and fierce protector. He
will forever be in our hearts
and memories.

K9 Office Bodie was in-
terred in the Garden of Val-
or section of Sierra Hills Pet
Cemetery on Nov. 14 and his
graveside service was attend-
ed by many in law enforce-
ment and the community.
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Call Melissa today!

Your services
are needed.
Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Call 429-9901

LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL
Legal Document Prep Services:

e Trust « Will
» Powers of Attorney
« Residential Deed

Couples $550 Singles $495
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215
1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103
Sacto 95825

® Trust Administration

WILLS AND TRUST'S

Services Experience
® Wills and Trusts Medi-Cal - 9 Years ®
® Special Needs Trusts Francise Tax Board - 11 Years ®

Free In-Home Consultation
Tim Tyler, Ph.D., Attorney at Law 916-452-0624

Private Practice - 16 Years ®

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

REVERE COURT

MEMORY CARE Lic. #347001338/342
Day Club, Respite,
Residential, Support Groups
& Educational Classes

casey.s@chancellorhealthcare.com
www.reverecourt.com

(916) 392-3510

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831

Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.
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2016 Sacred Heart Holiday Home Tour

Friday, December 2nd: 11am to 8pm
Saturday, December 3rd: 10am to Fpm
Sunday, December 4th: 11am to 5pm
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American River | Open Daily: 10am
College Orchestra b ' . ' A Sacramento Tradition since 1940

presents: " _ e 3 2801 Franklin Blvd. (Correr of Franklin & 3rd Ave.}

: ?Ichunnﬂnlltmn.um
by calling the Chauta box office at 916.489.7529
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& Deane Dance Center
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Sunday, Dec. 18th, Zpm
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ANEW HOLIDAY MUSICAL )y,
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY! %L
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TICHERS: $95 ADULTS, 45 (RILDEEW UNDER 12
GROUP RATES CALL916-446-5133
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Reporting back from the Turn Verein

Kandern Jazzchor singers participated in
annual harmonie concert, another bridge
built in the efforts of sister-cityhood

By MONICA STARK
edltor@valcomnews com

“Twas a night of fun and frivoli-
ty at the Turn Verein on Saturday,
Nov. 12 as 10 Jazzchor singers from
Kandern, Germany, performed at
the annual Harmonie Concert, Din-
ner and Dance.

“The concert was a great event and
after the concert, (the audience) stood
up in applause,” reported back Pe-
ter Vollker of Kandern whose mis-
sion has been to create a sister-city
relationship between Kandern and
Sacramento.

Volker lives on the street which car-
ries Johann Sutter’s name and the town
has a small museum where visitors can
find documents of the life of Sutter
and visit the house where he was born.
And at Sutter’s Fort, there is a plaque
that mentions Sutter’s birthplace as
Kandern. So to Volker, making Kan-
dern and Sacramento a sister-city rela-
tionship seems like a viable option and
he is determined to make it happen.
“We know many Americans who are

Sending Holiday
Cheer ¢ Warm Wishes
for the New Year!

very keen to find out about their roots,

which often lie in Germany,” he said.
So happy the Jazzchor sang the fa-

mous sea shanty work song, “De

Hamborger Veermaster’, Volker said

the tune reminded him of his child-

hood because the song was sung reg-

ularly during school -- and was an ap-

propriate choice for the nature of the

event. An excerpt of the lyrics, read,

as follows:

|: To my hooday:|

To my hoo day, hoo day, ho - ho - ho

- ho!

I once saw a four-master from

Hamburg.

|: To my hooday:|

Her masts were as crooked as the

skipper’s legs.

To my hoo day, hoo day, ho - ho - ho

- ho!

Refrain

|: Blow, boys, blow, for Californio,
There’s plenty of gold, so I am told,
On the banks of Sacramento.:|

|: Blow, boys, blow, for Californio,

There's plenty of gold, so I am told,

On the banks of Sacramento.:

Perhaps the excitable spirit of the
sea-faring, gold longing sailors from
Hamburg mentioned in the shanty is
one that’s still alive today. Eager to vis-
it California and share with the peo-
ple of Kandern the Golden State’s
Gold Rush history, primarily Sutter’s
contribution to the capital city, Volker
and the Jazzchor singers continue to
build that metaphorical bridge across
continents all in the spirit of unity.

According to Volker, former Kan-
dern mayor Bernhard Winterhalter
visited Sacramento in 2008 in an at-
tempt to establish a sister-city rela-

‘-.

®,
.4-

Photo courtesy
Shown

here are
members of
the Kandern
= Jazzchor
who

visited with
Governor
Jerry Brown,
Jr. in efforts
of making
Sacramento
| and Kandern
| sister cities.

tionship but didn't have enough sup-
port for the initiative.

So, it has been Volker’s mission to
carry on the effort and it appears hes
continuing to make more connections.
Besides Turn Verein members, manage-
ment at Sutter’s Fort, members of the
Fort Sutter Lions Club, German class-
es at local Sacramento schools, during
Volker's most recent visit, he met with
Governor Jerry Brown, Jr. who relayed
his interest in the sister-city partnership.
“(Brown) showed photos and paintings
of his grand grand grandparents. They
knew Mr. Sutter personally and had a
good relationship,” Volker said.

So, what's next on Vélker’s agenda?
That, is the question.

REVERE COURT

Y
L/

MEMORY CARE

Art Crafted Especially
By Our Own
Revere Court
Residents

Lll‘.htlll”h’.

HEALTHL AR 11

From Your Friends at Revere Court

7707 Rush River Drive ® www.RevereCourt.com ® 916-392-3510 vic 34700133s; 347001342
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Matias Bombal's Hollywood

Arrival

The MPAA has rated this
PG-13

Paramount Pictures brings
us science fiction with “Arriv-
al” based on the book “The
Stories of Your Life and Oth-
ers” by Ted Chiang, adapted
for the screen by Eric Heisser-
er. Several large spacecraft ar-
rive across the earth, causing
widespread global panic as
the military from all nations
try to determine what is the
intent of these UFO’%. The
United States assigns Colo-
nel Weber (Forest Whitaker)
to enlist the aid of a linguist
that they have used before,
Dr. Louise Banks (Amy Ad-
ams), to assist with commu-
nication with the aliens.

She agrees to go to a lo-
cation in the western hemi-
sphere where one such craft
hovers over the surface of the
globe to attempt to under-
stand just who “they” may be
and why “they” have come. Us-
ing all of her skills and assist-
ed by scientist Ian Donnelly,
played by Jeremy Renner, the
two regularly visit the inside
of the craft and try to under-
stand and communicate. Will
it lead to answers?

This movie, directed by
Denis Villeneuve, has visual
references that remind one of
“2001: A Space Odyssey”and
1951’s “The Thing from An-
other World”. I found it one
of the most refreshing sci-
ence fiction movies since “Ex

OUTSTANDING
LIFE MEMBER

FRANCO GARCIA
(916) 206-3802

lick 00925201
Jesuit Alumni

DAY

LIFE MEMBER

ROSANNA GARCIA
(916) 202-7294

lick 01058309
St. Francis Alumni

GARCIA

2100 28th Street

Machina” of a few years ago.
Here, at last, is sci-fi with-
out the gimmickry of 3-D
and a smorgasbord of visual
effects, loud music and dis-
gusting looking monsters or
people. Although it may not
be a picture that will lend it-
self to repeated watching due
to the way the story unfolds,
at initial viewing you are tak-
en by the subtle way that it
slowly builds, allowing for
great character development
and mood. Nothing flashy
here, I just loved that.

The idea that we might
try to understand the un-
known before killing it off
out of fear is the strong and
wonderful aspect of this sto-
ry. The shapes of the alien’s
language, not unlike a drink
ring on a Rorschach test, is
very organic in appearance
and clever. The aliens them-
selves seemed mysterious
and different but not hor-
rifying, making this a great
story of possibility, and not
one of gloom and doom.
Of course, the humans of
the globe react in fear and
threaten violence, a point of

the story not lost on me, yet
the idealism of Dr. Banks
sees us through to a high-
et human level. The pic-
ture also features the talent-
ed Michael Stuhlbarg, again
somewhat underused. I en-
joyed“Arrival” and think you
will appreciate its subtle na-
ture. It is an excellent pro-
duction beautifully realized.

Almost Christmas
The MPAA has rated this
PG-13

Universal Pictures of-
fers director/writer David
E. Talberts feel good fami-
ly “dramady” for the holiday
season with featuring some
of the most popular black ac-
tors working in an ensem-
ble.“Almost Christmas” gives
you the back story of all of
the family members over the
years to the present right
during the title sequence.

From that moment on, we
see this somewhat dysfunc-
tional family as they gath-
er for their first Christmas
holiday at home following
the death of their mother.

The father is played by lik-
able Danny Glover and oth-
er cast members include

Gabrielle Union, Nicole
Ari Parker, Jessie T. Usher,
Omar Epps, Romany Malco
and the irrepressible Aunt
May, played by Mo'Nique.
Although this may be mar-
keted to the African - Amer-
ican community, I found
this to be a somewhat pre-
dictable, but at times very
funny picture reflecting the
very human nature of fami-
ly gathermgs, a universal ex-
perience in the coming holi-
day season for folks of every
kind.

The story of the gather-
ing offers subplots; a rivalry
between two sisters, a phi-
landering husband of one of
the two sisters, one young

athlete with a pain pill ad-

diction, one son running for
public office and the sale
by the father of the family
home, which he is keeping
secret from the family.

You are sure to laugh as
much as I did through the
more frequent comedy mo-
ments of “Almost Christ-
mas’ in this first Christmas
themed movie to be released
this year. Hollywood usual-
ly waits until Thanksgiving
to start the rush, but it seems
the Christmas mood comes
earlier and earlier every year.
This year, we may need a little
Christmas.

Help Support MAB
Hollywood
Donateatthislink:http:/ /www.
paypal.me/ MABHollywood
http://www.mabhollywood.
com @MABHollywood

CALENDAR ANNOUNCEMENTS

VALLEY COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPERS (n't®

VCN

Send you updated announcements
email to editor@valcomnews.com

| 916.429.9901

2709 Riverside Blvd. Sacramento 95818

Fantastic floor plan/layout!! This house
has 4 bedrooms and 2 1/2 updated baths,
professional cook's kitchen with Viking
Range, warming drawer, wine refrigera-
tor. Sparkling pool for those hot summers.
Relax in the built in spa after enjoying
your dinner with company outside in the
BBQarea.

4Beds, 2.5 Baths, 2,183 Sq. Ft.
5301 Mustang Way + $465,000

(916) 452-7535

www.GarciaRealEstate.com - Hablamos Esparnol

Commanity Wonotiih
Faith United Methodist Church
3600 | Street « 452-7637 » www.faithumesacramento.org

Fably Seudh: '\-mh:r al W D hadn ]ul.'uh:,.'ﬂt JECE b * ‘ml!d.l:lr '|"|'|:|‘\-]|i'|: | lAHkim
(Commmnion on 130 & Ind Sumday) = Fijian Language Worship: Sunday 1:200pm

Call (916) 429-9907 to advertise your churdh services in this paper!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

¢ |GC Classes

e Gymnastic Camps
e Parties & Events

e Competitive Teams

'"Creating the perfect
athlete, through
the art of gymnastics."

¢ Boys, Girls & Toddlers
e ACRO & RHYTHMIC classes
* Tramp & Tumbling classes

[NTERNATIONAL
GYMNASTICS

CENTRE,USA

The Art of Gymnastics

916-372-4496 * 1260 Triangle Ct.

www.Sacramento GymnasticsCentre.com

Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.
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Your Home Improvement Guide

Call a sales representative today for great advertising rates: 429-9901

Your Home Improvement Guide

Call a sales representative today for great advertising rates: 429-9901

ADDITION SPECIALIST

LYTLE.

Award-Winning Design/Build Firm

COMSTRUCTION INC. Serving Sacramento for more than 25 years
Remadeling and Design « Additions
LIC# 480492 * Kitchens

o FREE Consultation
: gjgt];?norg:binetry 91 6-422'6639

Certified Kitchen & Bath Remodeler

www.lytleconstruction.com s 0

CLEANING

Prime Quality Maintenance

* Rain Gutter Cleaning

* Window Cleaning
(insida/ourizeremns wathed)
* Pressure Washing
{all swrface areas)

* Hard Water Stain Removal
* Landscape Maintenance

Call Jesse: 916-4218-1940

Frees Donimvars:
Lewraad & Inuired

=

CONSTRUCTION/HAULING

4 papers,
1 low price!

Advertise your service

in this section, today!

Call 429-9901

Lic# 627768

DB Haul-away

Commercial & Residential Hauling

Reliable -Dependable - Insured

Residential/Construction waste removal
Foreclosure services ® Yard clean ups
Handyman services ® Demo ¢ Drop bin services

Bobby Timms ¢ 916-402-7546 ¢ dbhaulaway@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

“If it walks or flies, we’ll remove it”

Creature Catchers Wildlife Management

Gl

Y "'H'»F

CreatureCatchers.org

California State Trapping License #7781 - Insured by Lloyds of London

Humane and non-toxic solutions for both animals & man
Dead Animal Location/Removal  Exclusion Work
Live Trapping * Humane Removal * Repair
Skunks « Fox * Raccoon * Opossum * Squirrels
Mice/Rats ¢ Birds/Bats (bat elimination)

530 885-PEST(7378)

CAPITOL ELECTRIC
Reasonable Residential &
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.
Excellent ref from Angie’s List
(916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Neil McIntire — C.S.L.# 394307

PO TOIE TR0 SRTALLS
Ly pesd Lol £157817

FREEDOM ITANDYMAN SERVICE

I xpecialize im all arcas of home impoeovement
Cruality sweerh the first tinne; goaraniesl!
Coarpeniry - Flecirical = Flumbing - Thernolilion
Sprinklers = Sheel rock
Lix Leerkbow onf ald types
Apceprs &N Major Crodit Corde “Sendor Thiesamne™

Call Eric (916) 47T0-3488

D&H Service

25 years of
experience

Office: 916-428-5907
Cell: 916-206-8909

Interior and exterior painting
Fence Installation

Tile Installation

Dry Rot Repair

Fall Yard Clean-up Specials!
* HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
* RAIN GUTTER CLEANING Call LESTER
* CONCRETE REMOVAL (916) 838-1247
* HEDGE TRIMMING /SHRUB REMOVAL Lic#128758/Ref
* PRESSURE WASHING
Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! _:‘_ oo g

Hard work—not a problem!
SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 19 YRS*

Hardwood Flooring

Specializing in installing, sanding
and finishing hardwood flooring

or repair and refurbish your current floors.

Call Michael - (916) 383-8742

Lic# 544159/References Available

HANDYMAN HARDWOOD FLOORING HAULING

C&C
REMOVAL SERVICE

“Make one call, we haul it all!”

v Hauling

v Home improvements

v Handyman services
SPB 12015-00457

Cory King « (916) 531-1165

LANDSCAPING HOUSE CLEANING

Living Elements Landscape

Convenient and Reliable

Drought tolerant concepts

Care-free designs

Add instant curb appeal and value
* Quality materials and service

* Warranty on all work

* Rebate programs available

Landscape design and installation

Lic# 1013372

916-430-3777

www.livingelements916.com - bilalb@livingelementssac.com

20+ years experience

1 Allaway's House Cleaning l

b . Ouner Operated $ 25 OFF I

I - Reasonable Rates
I Call Rick: (916) 832-4199 First I
Cleaning! |

I Betentreerences (916) 600-0172
l for FREE Estimate e Licensed s Bonded Exp: 3/31/2017

COOK PAINTING

Full Service Company - Start to Finish

! Freshen Up
Specializing in custom
trim & moulding!
Color Consultants

FREE ESTIMATES

© Custom Painting

Your Home
'}.._‘_‘v_CN Special e Super clean, neat & fast
i ¢ Interior/Exterior

L In business
S since 1982 * Cabinets

& asseonaper (916) 591-5056

CSL# 432951

——

SOVEREIGN PAINTING

Quality craftsmanship 3rd Generation Painter
with over 30-years experience

(916) 422-4416

sovereignpaintingco.com
sovereignpaint@yahoo.com

Dan Sovereign, Interior & Exterior Painting
Lic.# 484215
Better Business Bureau Member

Call today!

Your services
are needed.
Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Call 429-9901
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Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

PAINTING

GARY'S PAINTING

4 Warranty
Senior Discounts
Professional & Reliable

4 Interior & Exterior Painting

€ZEVEL# ST

4 Using only Kelly-Moore Paint! (91 6) 725_8781

ROONEY’S
PLUMBING

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

456-7777

rooneysplumbing.com
License #683668

Metlatchy 67

STAN THE MAN

GUTTER CLEANING
ROOF CLEANING
PRESSUREWASHING
WINDOW WASHING

SENIOR DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

916-601-1030

TILE WORK TILE WORK

MMERMAN

REROOFING
3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816
East Sac Specialists

454-3667

zimroof.com
License #763169 Dave Zimmerman

BAXTER TILE

EXPERT INSTALLATION
REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic * Marble ¢ Granite
Floors ¢ Counters » Walls
33 Years Experience * FREE Estimates

916-213-4669

License #668100

KELLY ROOFING
We’ve got you covered
Herb Kelly
916.591.9189

25 years quality service
Lic#692638

Sprinkler Systems (Install & Repair)
Fencing ® Plumbing
Electrical ® Painting

NietosTile@sbcglobal.net

' NIETO’s

TILE & LANDSCAPING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

www.nietostile.com

Frank Nieto
(916) 480-9512

Concrete e Tile Installation
Granite Fabrication
Laminate/Wood Floors

Lic. #917883

TREE & GARDENING SERVICE

Terra Bella Tree & Gardening Service
“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

* One Time Clean-Ups ¢ Tree, Bush & Hedge Removal

* Full Yard Maintenance
Family Owned ® 25 years experience!

Call Randy (916) 454-3430 or 802-9897

www.terrabellagarden.com -

Lic# 152584

Our Readers Need Your Service!
It Pays to Advertise!

Gontact Melissa at 916-429-9901

CLASSIFIED ADS

Call a sales representative today for great advertising rates: 429-9901

TAX PREPARER

#1 CONCIERGE TAX PREPARER

33 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business
Tax returns including Corp & Partnerships.
FREE Pick-up & Delivery to those who quali-
fy. We prepare expertly all past tax returns
including all State returns. Get the most
deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC
Registered & Bonded. Please call for your
appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820 CA,
(775) 410-3422 NV. Same low 1990 rates.
www.taxirene.info * taxireneinfo @ gmail.com

HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN SERVICES
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me |
a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, |
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic# |
908942. Call Steven at 230-2114.

[
: WANTED - teachers. Thinking about summer vaca- |
tion? Spend summer weeks in beach-front, 1-bedroom |
condo in Kihei, Maui. Beach, pool, tennis courts & new
AC. Sleeps 4, restaurants & shops close. All for teacher |
discounted $85 night plus taxes & cleaning. See at |
www.lunardifamilycondo.com OR (916) 421-5121.

|
T B AUSOLEUN NICHE FOR SALE §
CLEAN.UP SPoGIALS | VAUSOLEUN NICHE FOR SALE
|

Rain Gutter cleaning- Yard clean-up. Rain gutierclean- | FIND YOUR NICHE AT EAST LAWN!
ing, pressure washing/power spray, hauling, yardwork, | Single Mausoleum Niche. 43rd St. & Folsom Bivd. in !
painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-up, fence repairs, | East Sac Sutter Court Balcony inside Eldorado Bldg. '

light tree trimming, & more. Ref avail. Call Les at 838- | Priced Below Market Rate. 916-541-1144. Leave |
1247.18 yrs. exp.Specials for seniors. Licensed Message.

TEACHERS: MAUI FOR $85/NIGHT [ BOOKKEEPING BUSINESS SERVICES

#1 CONCIERGE BOOKKEEPER

33 years exp. in industries like Auto, Mechan-
ics, Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors,
Chiropractors, Non-Profits, Retail, Marshal Arts,
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment

are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for your concierge
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene
Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422.
www.taxirene.info « taxireneinfo @gmail.com

- 4

ASH PAID FOR

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS

We pay up to $30 per box
cash on the spot

(prices vary depending on brand,
quantity and expiration date)

We offer FAST PICKUP at a location
that is conveniently located near you.

Boxes must be unopened and unexpired

For Prompt Attention Please Call Rachel at:

(916) 505-4673

COLLECTIBLES

FOR MILITARY &
COLLECTIBLE ITEMS! =<

Medals, Patches, Knives, Helmets, Hats, Documents, r _:J,
Equipment, Books, Photos, Bayonets, Artwork, Military 1 .'1
& Vehicle Models, Antique Toy Soldiers, Vintage Cow- W
boy & Indian Toys, Military Figures and Collections. Call '%Z
or write George, 916-768-4694; gutitus@comcast.net } L.
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Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Small Business. We | !
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L ooking to get rid

#1 CONCIERGE BUSINESS SERVICES
Put our 33 years in Concierge Busi-
ness Support Service to work for your
business. We provide support in: Li-
censing, Business & Corp Start-ups
or Closures, Basic web design, Set-up
social media. Business Concierge
Shopping, Marketing and much more.
Please contact Irene Senst (916)
640-3820 CA, (775) 410-3422 NV.
www.taxirene.info ¢ taxireneinfo@gmail.com

of old furniture!

Call (916) 429-9901 for ad rates
Reserve your space in the Classiieds!
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WHAT’S HAPPENING EAST SACRAMENTO?

FRIDAY, DEC. 2

SACTOWN UNION BREWERY TO RELEASE
ITS RIPARIAN RED IPA IN SUPPORT OF
THE EFFIE YEAW NATURE CENTER: Grab a
cold one from 2 to 11 p.m. at Sactown Union Brew-
ery, 1210 66th St., Unit B as the brewery releases
the newest “Revolutionaries Series” release, “Ripar-
ian” Red IPA. Brewed in support of the Effie Yeaw
Nature Center, Riparian is a big, bold and citrusy
Red IPA. A limited number of 320z Crowlers of it
will also be sold that night only (limit 3 per custom-
er) - so come grab yours before they’re gone! Packed
with Ahtanum, Idaho 7 and Centennial hops and
backed up with a biscuity, fresh bready sweetness,
Riparian is brewed with water chemistry built to
match the American River where it flows past Effie
Yeaw. A portion of the proceeds from the sale of this
beer will go directly to the American River Natural
History Association, the organization that operates
the Effie Yeaw center.

SATURDAY, DEC. 3

THE ANNUAL ENVIRONMENTALISTS’ HOL-
IDAY PARTY: From 6 to 9 p.m. the public is invit-
ed to the Annual Environmentalists’ Holiday Party,
co-hosted by the Sierra Club Sacramento Group and
the Environmental Council of Sacramento. Jenn Rog-
ar will perform live acoustics. A main dish, a vege-
tarian option and some beverages will be provided.
Please bring a beverage to share, along with your fa-
vorite side dish, salad or dessert to complete this hol-
iday potluck. Cost is $10 (to cover room rental and
main dish). Tickets to be sold at the door. Ticket pro-
ceeds will equally benefit the Sierra Club Sacramento
Group and the Environmental Council of Sacramen-
to (ECOS). Silent Auction to benefit the Sierra Club
Sacramento Group. Shepard Garden and Arts Cen-
ter, 3330 McKinley Blvd.

FULTON AVE. HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING:
The Fulton Avenue Association presents the 10th an-
nual Holiday Tree Lighting and gift drive benefiting the
Children’s Receiving Home. The home is committed

to positively impacting the lives of children, youth and
families affected by abuse, neglect, behavioral health is-
sues and trauma in California. Area gift drop locations
can be found by visiting fultoavenue.com or crhkids.org.
Bring a gift to the tree lighting or donate $1 (or more)
to the CRH and get a photo with Santa. The tree light-
ing event starts at 5 p.m. at Tognotti’s Auto World, 2509
Fulton Ave. (on the corner of Fulton Avenue and El
Camino Boulevard). There will also be a Christmas tree

Crockett-Deane Ballet &
Deane Dance Center present...

Nutcracker & Christmas Angels
Friday, Dec. 16, 8 p.m. - Preview
Saturday, Dec. 17, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 18,2 p.m.

“The Center” 2300 Sierra Blvd.
Preview only - $7; adults $15
$12 Seniors/Students; $10 Children

(916) 453-0226 « Tickets at door or
www.DeaneDanceCenter.com

raffle, music and entertainment, hot dogs, chicken, cof-
fee, cookies and more,

SUNDAY, DEC. 4

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS: Starting at 10 a.m.
with special music, celebration, and God’s word. 3235
Pope Ave. For more information, call 487-5192.

A
A
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. SALRLD HEARD :?m

FRIDAY, DEC. 2- SATURDAY, DEC. 4

2016 SACRED HEART HOLIDAY HOME TOUR
Friday, December 2nd: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Boutique 12:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Saturday, December 3rd: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Boutique 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Sunday, December 4th: 11 a.m.to 5 p.m.
Boutique 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

One of Northern California’s most loved holiday home
tours returns this December with six elegantly decorat-
ed homes in East Sacramento’s historic Fabulous For-
ties neighborhood. For 43 years, this popular tour has
grown to include approximately 4,000 patrons from all
over Northern California and beyond. The homes show-
case elaborate renovation while preserving historic de-
tail, custom interior design and creative holiday decor
that is sure to ignite the spirit of the season. Homes on
the tour this year range in style from a charming, yet
iconic, East Sacramento cottage to a beautiful Califor-
nia bungalow. This year the self-guided walking tour be-
gins on 41st between M Street and J Street and winds
its way through East Sacramento ending on Sonoma
Way. You may start at any home and the tour takes ap-
proximately two hours to complete depending on your
pace. Participating home addresses and a neighborhood
map is printed on the back of each ticket. Following the
tour, don't miss the beloved Holiday Boutique and Café
located at Sacred Heart Parish School. The boutique

is made up of local Northern California vendors sell-
ing traditional and unique holiday gifts and decorations.
Refuel your tank with a variety of delicious sandwich-
es and salads or warm up with a hot and flavorful soup.
Hot Mulled Cider, coffee, soft drinks, wine and beer

are also served. No ticket is required to visit the Holi-
day Boutique and Café. You may use your ticket for a
one-time admittance to each house any time during the
home tour weekend. Tickets are $30 in advance and $35
the day of the event. Children over the age of one must
have a ticket. Advance tickets can be purchased on-

line or at a number of fine local retailers until Thursday
night prior to the tour start. The Holiday Home Tour is
a fundraiser that benefits Sacred Heart Parish School,
and is organized by the parents of Sacred Heart School.
This event occurs rain or shine. All ticket purchases are
non-refundable.

SUNDAY, DEC. 11

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION:S: Starting at 10 a.m.
with special music, celebration, and God's word. At 3
p-m., there will be a special family event. A charming
mini-musical fantasy for all ages about a monk and his
donkey who celebrate Christmas in a special way; fol-
lowed by a Christmas carol sing-along. 3235 Pope Ave.
For more information, call 487-5192.

SUNDAY, DEC. 18

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS: Starting at 10 a.m.
with special music, celebration, and God’s word. There
will be a Bel Tempo Handbell Christmas Concert, ben-
efiting St. John’s Program for Real Change. 3235 Pope
Ave. For more information, call 487-5192.

RECURRING
CHAUTAUQUA PLAYHOUSE presents “Funny Lit-
tle Thing Called Love”

Chautauqua Playhouse will present the comedy “Fun-
ny Little Thing Called Love” by Jones, Hope and Woo-
ten beginning on December 2nd at the Playhouse. The
show will run on Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and
Sundays at 2 p.m. through Jan. 15 with an addition-

al matinee at 2 p.m. on Jan. 14. The show will not play
Christmas or New Year’s Weekend. The performances
will be held at the Chautauqua Playhouse, 5325 Engle
Road in the La Sierra Community Center in Carmi-
chael. Admission is $20 general, $18 seniors/students
and SARTA members. Premium seating is an addi-
tional dollar. Under a full moon on this unpredict-

Valley Community

able night of romance, these four rollicking tales take
you on an around-the-globe journey of unexpected and
hilarious twists and turns! A slick, successful used-
car-selling Romeo in Texas is set up by three fed up
“Juliets’, a group of fun-loving gals from Georgia, acci-
dentally crash a Hawaiian honeymoon in progress, two
strangers start to connect in a rooftop London Bistro
only to be thwarted by an oddball tourist and an an-
cient, sousaphone playing waitress and finally a man
tries to battle his way out of a mid-life crisis with every
possible comic distraction! Love conquers all and your
sides will ache from laughter! The direction is by Di-
ane Bartlett with the set design by Rodger Hoopman
and lighting design by Andrew Fiffick. Costumes are
by Salina Donek. The cast includes several local actors
and Chautauqua favorites. Information and tickets are
available through the Chautauqua Playhouse website:
www.cplayhouse.org or call the box office at (916) 489-
7529, during business hours.

CHAUTAUQUA PLAYHOUSE CHILDREN'S
THEATRE presents “Alice’s Christmas Party in
Wonderland”

Chautauqua Playhouse Children’s Theatre will pres-

ent the new Holiday Comedy “Alice’s Christmas Party in
Wonderland” by Warren Harrison (based on the char-
acters of Lewis Carroll), beginning on December 3rd at
the Playhouse. The show will run on Saturdays at 1:00
pm though December 17. The performances will be held
at the Chautauqua Playhouse, 5325 Engle Road in the
La Sierra Community Center in Carmichael. Admis-
sion is $8.00 for all seats. Advance purchase of tickets is
strongly recommended.

Alice finds a mysterious invitation while decorat-

ing the Christmas Tree. She has been invited to the
Mad Hatter’s Christmas Party. She must travel back
to Wonderland to see her friends, but can't be late, or
the Queen of Hearts will have her head. Along the
way, she is reunited with Tweedle Dum and Tweedle
Dee, the White Queen, the Cheshire Cat, the Queen
of Hearts and a new character, Beatrice Thesaurus,

the Pathkeeper to Wonderland. Songs and riddles and
some stolen tarts keep this fast paced story a delight
for the Holiday Season! The direction is by Jill McMa-
hon. The cast features Andrea Kersten, Gregory Smith,
Lynnette Blaney, Laurren Cooper and a host of oth-

er well-known local actors. Information and tickets are
available through the Chautauqua Playhouse website:
www.cplayhouse.org or call the box office at (916) 489-
7529, during business hours.

Newspapers

Arden-Carmichael News » East Sacramento News
Land Park News  Pocket News
California Kids

— EVENT LISTING SECTION —

Advertise your craft fairs, holiday bazaars, school fundraises, church events, etc. in your Community Newspapers.
Call (916) 429-9901 for rates.

CALL AND PLACEKE YOUR
EVENT TODAY!

(916) 429-9901
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The Most Wonderful Time of the Year

By CANDY TUTT

Christmas is funny. Why else do
you think Santa goes, ‘Ho, ho, ho!??
Here's an example.

About 15 years ago my son lived in
Sonoma county, a long mostly-sce-
nic drive winding past pastures and
vineyards. Once into the suburbs
the view from the freeway consisted
of back yards, cinder block walls and
rooftops.

One December when we drove by,
I glanced over to look for Christmas
decorations and guffawed.

“What?”

I could only laugh and point, but my
husband didn't get it until I explained.
One of the houses had a plastic four-
foot tall Santa Claus on their roof,
poised with his sack of loot.

But from the back, the way San-
ta was bent over, it looked LIKE HE
WAS TAKING A WIZZ DOWN
THE CHIMNEY.

We verified it on the way home, and
the next year we actually craned our
necks on the outskirts of Petaluma,
watching for Santa.

“There he is!” Sure enough, the Jol-
ly Old Elf was relieving himself on the
bricks again.

‘Up on the housetop, quick quick
quick - peeing down the chimney, it’s
good Saint Nick... Sigh.

Our neighborhood is eclectic; a
Latino influence is noted around
Halloween when skeletons of all

shapes and sizes pop up in windows,
where they remain through the first
week of November in observance of
El Dia de Los Muertos and El Dia
de Los Santos.

Halloween decorations get a bit bi-
zarre as well. , perched on the steps
of one house, alongside a ghost and a
scarecrow, was a lighted bright green
alien. Well, okay, that's scary, especial-
ly if you live in Area 51.

A month later my husband came
home one night in early December,
laughing. “You gotta see this,” he said,
“get in the car”

We cruised up and turned to the
next street over, and in the middle of
the block he slowed down.

“Check it out.”

There on a crowded concrete porch
was The Nativity, complete with all
three Wise Men, two shepherds and a
sheep; Mickey Mouse in an Ebenezer
Scrooge outfit, and...the Alien.

Wearing a Santa Hat. It's a holly-
jolly Christmas.

My husband’s aunt had a humun-
gous plaster Nativity Set. Every year
it took over the top of the stereo, laid
out on a sheet of cotton batting that
I think she bought during the Eisen-
hower Administration. Hail, hail the
gangs all here: the angel, Mary, Jo-
seph, baby Jesus, shepherds, sheep,
wise men, camels [both standing
and seated] [the camels, not the wise
men], and a supporting cast of can-
dles among which were little kids in

choir robes, a couple of snowmen, and
a pink bunny that snuck in from the
Easter decorations but was allowed to
remain. Hey, it’s the joy of Christmas,
why not? A smaller more portable
Nativity usually sat on a coffee table
or bookcase; the stable portion was
made of brown plastic and the par-
ticipants were separate plastic pieces
glued into place. Time took its toll on
the little town of Bethlehem, and by
the 1990s all that was left was Mary,
Joseph, baby Jesus, and one sheep.

About five years ago Tony had a
job driving cars for an auto
auction out in Rio Linda,
which is sort of Sacramen-
to County’s version of the
Ozarks. One December
night Tony arrived home
laughing about a display
of life-size Christmas fig-
ures hed seen on a lawn.

“They had everything:
Joseph, Mary, the baby,
Wise Men, shepherds..”
then he started laughing
again.

“What?”

“..and Snoopy. A great big inflatable
Snoopy...”

Okaaaay... that gave me an idea.
The next day I rooted around in a box
of art supplies, and when he got home
I pointed to the bookcase.

“Oh, hon, its Aunt Maries little
Nativity!”

“Look closer.”

Sacramento's own
Mighty Kong Muffins .
are now available at
Compton's Market

in McKinley Park!

Get yours today!
4065 McKinley Blvd.
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 Homemade Sandwiches/Salads

» Fountain Treats and much more

Sunday - Thursday 10am - 8pm
Friday & Saturday 10am — 9pm

4920 Folom Boulevard ¢ 916-452-5516
()

- Since 14989 -
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There, just outside the stable, next
to the lone remaining sheep, I glued a
little plastic Snoopy.

“Merry Christmas, Charlie Brown.”

I still have the little Nativity thingy
and it goes on the bookcase every year.
Christmas is fun, whether it's Santa
peeing in your chimney, an alien on the
doorstep, or Snoopy in the manger.

God Bless Us Everyone.

Every Day

Pad d 1

Errands = Shopping * Light Housekeeping * Meal Preparation
Friendly Companionship ® Flexible Hourly Care
Respite Care for Families * Live-in Care

916.971.9333

www.VisitingAngels.com/Sacramento

America’s Choice in Homecare.

Vkét@&ge_ls@

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES
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. *Holiday Sale prices are not available in conjunction
12125 FOlsom BIVd~ Mon — Fri 10am — 8pm with any other offer or discount. Please allow time

Rancho Cordova Sat 10am — 6pm for delivery on some items. All sizes are approximate.
Colors may vary from what is shown in ad. Some

916-351-0227 Sun 11Tam — 6pm items limited to stock on hand. Sale Ends 12/24/16
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