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By ELIZABETH KALFSBEEK
Land Park News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

Lions and tigers and pri-
mates – oh my! Local resi-
dents have long been spoiled 
by the proximity of The Sac-
ramento Zoo and are able 
to take advantage of visiting 
their exotic neighbors fre-
quently. What communi-
ty members may not know is 
that not all wild animals, pri-
mates in particular, are lucky 
enough to have quality care 
and many are abused and ex-
ploited.

The animal advocacy group 
Animal Protection Insti-
tute was born in Land Park 
in 1968 and merged forc-
es with Born Free USA in 

2007. Through the two insti-
tutes, approximately 500 pri-
mates have been rescued and 
are given a second chance at 
life at The Primate Sanctu-
ary, a 186-acre oasis south of 
San Antonio in Dilley, Tex-
as. People are able to “adopt” 
these furry creatures and in 
so doing provide the food, 
care and shelter the animals 
need.

“The philosophy is to keep 
wildlife in the wild,” said 20-
year Pocket resident Steve 
Wycoff, who began volun-
teering for the organization at 
the age of 16. “The sanctuary 
is like a retirement home for 
these monkeys, rescued from 
the circus, laboratories, the 
roadside and other places.”

According to the Born 
Free USA Web site, tens of 
thousands of these animals 
suffer abuse by humans, 
who keep them as “pets,” use 
them as “research subjects,” 
exhibit the animals as “spec-
imens” and are used as “at-

tractions” in the circus or 
roadside zoos. 

The mission at the sanctu-
ary is to provide the animals 
with a high quality of life with 
minimal human interference. 
Experts at the sanctuary un-
derstand the importance of 

social companionship, group 
living, space and an enriching 
environment for the wellbe-
ing of their residents. 

“After being denied the 
freedom they deserved, these 

Caring and compassion

From Land Park comes spirit of animal protection

See Primates, page 26

“Funds are tight 
for everyone right 

now… But the 
animals need help, 

too. They don’t have 
their own voice.”
- Steve Wycoff
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG 
Land Park News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

With a smile on his face, 
Crocker/Riverside Elementa-
ry School Principal Alvin Lee 
sat behind his desk for one of 
the final times last week to 
reminisce about his 19 years 
at the helm of this Land Park 
area school.

At the age of 60, Lee said 
that although he made the de-
cision to step down from this 
position mostly due to his 
age, he never lost any passion 
for his work.

To the contrary, Lee said 
that it will be a difficult tran-
sition leaving the school.

“It was a difficult decision 
to decide to retire,” Lee said. 
“The part I’m going to miss 
the most is watching the kids 
grow up. I will also miss the 
staff and parents very much.”

But with his retirement, 
Lee said that he looks for-
ward to dedicating more time 
to his wife, Carolyn, and trav-
eling with her to such places 
as Alaska, Utah, New Mexico 
and several Eastern states.

He also plans to work on his 
hobbies of cycling, studying 
about bonsai miniature trees 

and reading a variety of books, 
including self-help books and 
classics by Hemingway and 
Steinbeck.

Head of the class
Lee’s passion for Crocker/

Riverside Elementary runs 
deep, as his history with the 
school dates back to 1955. It 
was then that he first stepped 
onto the school’s grounds as a 
kindergarten student.

Following his years as a stu-
dent at Crocker/Riverside El-
ementary, Lee attended Cal-
ifornia Middle School and 
then McClatchy High School, 
where he graduated in 1966.

Lee jokes about his brief 
time as a pre-med student at 
UC Davis, noting that he dis-
continued his studies because 
he “didn’t like all the blood 
and stuff.”

“Now I do blood here (at 
Crocker/Riverside Elementa-
ry) all the time,” Lee said with 
a chuckle. “Kids get injured 
and get bloody noses, cuts 
and scrapes and even broken 
bones.”

Lee, who also attended Sac-
ramento State University 
when it was known as Sacra-

Know your neighbor

Crocker/Riverside 
Elementary School 
principal retiring 
after 19 years 

See Crocker, page 5

Got 
News?

We want to hear about it! 
e-mail ryanrose@valcomnews.com
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mento State College, eventu-
ally changed his major to psy-
chology and minored in math.

Initially planning to become 
a counselor for youth offenders, 
Lee eventually earned his teach-
ing credential in 1973 and began 
teaching at Donner Elementary 
School the following year.

Through his time at Don-
ner, Lee gained much expe-
rience that would assist him 
throughout his career.

“It was very exciting for me 
(at Donner),” Lee said. “I re-
alized that teaching is a lot of 
work with long hours. I learned 
to be a patient person, a better 
organizer and I always figured 
out how to make things work 
for the kids and for me. I also 
felt that I was pretty creative 
and did a lot of things to get 
kids excited about learning.”

Also teaching at Phoebe A. 
Hearst Elementary School 
and the Marian Anderson 
Special Education Center, 
Lee eventually served for four 
years as the principal of Ma-
ple Elementary School.

To Crocker/Riverside
In 1990, he was hired by area 

Superintendent Alicia Meza as 

the principal of Crocker/River-
side Elementary.

One of the first things that 
Lee noticed about the school 
was its exceptional parent in-
volvement.

“Parent involvement has always 
been very important and a major 
piece of the education program at 
Crocker/Riverside,” Lee said. “This 
is a high achieving school and very 
academically focused and we have 
so many caring parents and teach-
ers that work so hard for the ben-
efit of the kids.”

Utilizing this parent involve-
ment to make strides in en-
hancing connections between 
the home and school was 
among Lee’s strengths during 
his time at Crocker/Riverside.

Lee said that working to ob-
tain the potential of each student 
was among his top priorities.

“Just to see kids reach their 
potential, or to have them re-
alize that they have potential, 
is very rewarding,” Lee said.

Working extended hours 
on a regular basis, Lee recog-
nizes the power of hard work 
and said that he is proud of 
the school’s regular, annual 
improvements. And because 
of the school’s success, Crock-
er/Riverside earned the distin-
guished school status last year.

Lee’s devotion to the school’s 
success is evident through the 
words of teachers and parents, 
who describe him as a good 
friend, who is very hardwork-
ing, dedicated, approachable, 
loving and supportive.

And those who know Lee 
agree that he should best be 
remembered as a principal 
who believed that kids always 
come first.

With the mark of a job well 
done, Lee will soon head off 
into retirement, leaving be-
hind his legacy as a man who 
made an impression that 
should continue to be recog-
nized for many years to come.

Crocker: After 
more than 
30 years in 
education, 
Lee is out of 
school
Continued from page 4

Land Park News/Lance Armstrong
Crocker/Riverside Elementary School Principal Alvin Lee has been known throughout his 
years at the school as a hardworking man who believes that kids always come first.

“Just to see kids reach their 
potential, or to have them 

realize that they have potential, 
is very rewarding.” 

- Crocker/Riverside Elementary School 
Principal Alvin Lee
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Land Park News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

It is certainly a well-known fact 
that much of the draw of the Land 
Park area is its beauty and serene 
environment. And one of the most 
important and impressive features 
of the area is undoubtedly William 
Land Park – the very place where 
the community obtained its name.

A jewel of the city since the 1920s, 
this 166.5-acre park, which is located 
at 3800 South Land Park Drive, just 
west of Sacramento City College, is a 
sort of recreation paradise.

Among its many amenities are 
ponds, an amphitheatre, sports 
fields, jogging paths, a golf course, 
picnic areas, gardens and a zoo.

For many people who enjoy the 
park, it may seem as if the park has 
been around forever.

But had it not been for former Sac-
ramento mayor and successful ho-
tel owner William Land himself, the 
park site would likely have been uti-
lized for residential neighborhoods or 
some other non-park purpose.

It was through Land’s kind deed 
of bequeathing funds for a park for 
the enjoyment of the people of Sac-
ramento that the park exists today.

Who is William Land?
Land, who was born in New York 

on Oct. 11, 1837, was one of 14 chil-
dren.

As a child, his mother died, leaving 
the family in the custody of his father, 
who eventually indentured young 
Land to a neighboring farmer for $50 
per year.

In 1860, Land borrowed $100 
from one of his sisters with the pur-
pose of traveling to California, a 
feat in which he would soon accom-
plish.

Settling briefly in San Francisco 
with only $3 remaining to his name, 
he proceeded to walk to Sacramen-
to, arriving on March 29, 1860.

Land quickly obtained employ-
ment as a sweeper and a busboy at 
the Western Hotel.

He later married one of the hotel’s 
housekeepers, Kattie Donnely, who 
bore him his only child, Willie.

Unfortunately for Land, his wife 
died a tragic death in 1870, followed 
by the death of his newborn son, just 
30 days later.

Saddened by these tragedies, Land 
often walked by their burial sites at 
the Old City Cemetery on his way 
home from work, but refused to ever 
enter the cemetery’s gates.

Although Land never remarried or 
had any other children, he success-
fully continued with his life, eventu-
ally becoming one of the city’s most 
wealthy residents.

By 1871, Land had accumulated 
sufficient savings to purchase the 
Western Hotel. He operated the 
hotel until 1875, when it was de-
stroyed by fire.

Under the direction of Land, the 
hotel was rebuilt and in 1892 he 
added the State Hotel to his as-
sets.

In 1904, he sold the Western Ho-
tel, had the State Hotel torn down 
and arranged for the construction of 
the 5-story Hotel Land at 10th and 
K streets.

Outside of his hotel operations, 
Land owned rental residences, or-
chards and stock and grain ranches.

Land was also the founder of the 
Sacramento Chamber of Commerce 
and a chairperson of the Chamber’s 
Public Affairs Committee.

In 1894, Land ran on the Repub-
lican ticket for mayor of Sacramento 
and was elected, serving until 1901.

During his tenure as mayor, Land 
loaned the city $80,000, interest-
free, for the purpose of reducing tax-
es and retiring city bonds. He also re-
duced the city’s tax rate from $2.40 to 
$1.30.

On Dec. 30, 1911, Land died at the 
Sisters of Mercy’s hospital at the age 
of 74, due to his inability to recover 
from a gallstone operation.

Land and his legacy
Several months prior to his death, 

he made the final revisions to his will, 
dictating to his attorney, Chauncey H. 
Dunn, regarding how he would like 
his assets distributed.

At this time, the Land estate was 
worth nearly $2 million.

The beneficiaries of his will includ-
ed the YWCA, churches, convents 
and orphanages.

His largest beneficiary, however, 
was the people of the city of Sacra-
mento.

According to his will, Land in-
structed the city to use $250,000 of 
his money to develop “a recreation 
spot for the children and a pleasure 

Building ‘the people’s park’

William Land Park: A valuable, generous gift to the people of Sacramento 

See Park, page 7

Land Park News Photo/Lance Armstrong
A stroll along the water features of William land Park can brighten any mood. 
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ground for the poor…to the 
city of Sacramento, a mu-
nicipal corporation…to pur-
chase a public park with-
in a suitable distance of said 
city of Sacramento; the ti-
tle to which shall be vested 
in the city of Sacramento, 
and which public park shall 
be known as and called the 
‘William Land Park.’”

Although voting, lawsuits 
and various other situations 
prolonged the decision of 
where to use Land’s park do-
nation, the “Riverside” – south 
area was eventually selected.

In 1922, the city purchased 
238.26 acres from George 
Swanston and F.B. McDevitt 
for $617 per acre.

Several months later, the 
city council approved an ap-
propriation from the Wil-
liam Land Park fund for tree 
planting.

A year later, the coun-
cil authorized $3,608 for 
the purpose of purchasing 
an additional segment of 

land for the park’s main en-
trance. 

In 1924, four wells were 
dug, giving the park its own 
independent water supply.

Four thousand trees and 
6,000 shrubs were plant-
ed and five baseball fields, a 
9-hole golf course, two duck 
ponds, and a model boat 
pond were also constructed in 
the park.

Furthermore, a communi-
ty clubhouse was constructed 
and bridle trails were added 
in many locations in the park.

As a result, in just a few 
years, the park began to as-
sume its dominant role as the 
people’s park that Land had 
desired.

A fairytale ending
One of the most nota-

ble additions to the park 
occurred in 1927 with the 
opening of the William 
Land Park Zoo, which was 
later renamed the Sacra-
mento Zoo.

Directly across the street 
from the zoo lies another 
longtime William Land Park 
favorite, Fairytale Town.

This very popular, non-
profit, children’s park is 
known for its play sets based 
on popular children’s litera-
ture and a variety of chil-
dren’s activities.

John Lee, Fairytale Town the-
ater arts educator and commu-
nity relations coordinator, said 
that Fairytale Town has been an 
important part of the commu-
nity for the past half-century.

“We’re celebrating our 50th 
anniversary this (August),” 
Lee said. “We have a retro, 
traditional theme and we con-
tinue to show people that you 
can still have fun without vid-
eos and TV.”

Nearing a century since the 
passing of William Land, the 
people of Sacramento and its 
visitors continue to reap the 
benefits of his most generous 
gift, William Land Park.

Park: Jewel of Sacramento 
came from William Land
Continued from page 6

The many amenities 
of William Land Park 
include, clockwise 
from top left, beauti-
ful water features, 
the Sacramento Zoo, 
bike trails and an 
outdoor amphithe-
ater.
Land Park News Photos/

Lance Armstrong
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Ad design is free.

Faces and Places

Sacramento Zoo unveils its 
new ‘Conservation Carousel’

Opened May 20, the Sacramento Zoo 
debuted its latest educational attraction: the 
“Conservation Carousel”

This handcrafted wooden carousel fea-
tures 32 lifelike animals; some are endan-
gered, all are children’s favorites. Carousel 
animals include an anteater, flamingo, jag-
uar, ladybug, snow leopard—even a pea-
cock chariot designed to accommodate peo-
ple with disabilities. Each carousel animal 
is carved from wood, then hand-painted 
to create a truly unique piece. Educational 
and conservation messages inspire visitors 
as they ride. 

The Conservation Carousel has been fi-
nanced with a loan from U.S. Bank. Future 
Rides cost $2.00 per person. Sponsorships are 

available for the carousel animals; for a $5,000 
contribution, the donor’s name will be proud-
ly displayed on one of the carousel animals for 
five years. A $10,000 donation will allow a do-
nor to sponsor the animal for the life of the 
carousel.

The Sacramento Zoo, located at 3930 
West Land Park Dr., is open daily from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., general admission is $9.00; 
children ages 3-12 are $6.50 and two and 
under are admitted free. 

Pictured clockwise from right: Zoo visitor Jessie, 6, takes 
a ride on a giraffe; a panda chews on some bamboo 
while going for a spin; Nayeli, 2, bravely rides a tiger; 
Carousel operator Robert Green shows off the latest 
Sacramento Zoo attraction. 

Land Park News Photos/Ryan Rose

Photos by Land Park News editor Ryan Rose.
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Land Park News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

As a reporter covering many 
miles throughout the Land 
Park, Pocket, East Sacramen-
to and Arden-Carmichael ar-
eas, it is not always known ex-
actly where my travels will 
lead me from week to week.

Furthermore, it is often a 
mystery who I will speak to 
and what I will see along my 
many daily journeys.

But few incidents can com-
pete with what I saw on the 
afternoon of May 19, as I 
stood outdoors about a half-
block from one of the most 
unusual scenes that I have 
come across throughout my 
career as a journalist.

At about 2 p.m., I heard the 
familiar sounds of screeching 
tires that are not uncommon 
along the major city thor-
oughfare, 16th Street.

Sometimes these sounds are 
followed by another sound – the 
impact of one automobile collid-
ing with another automobile.

But in this incident, I heard 
a sound that was unlike any 
automobile accident that I 
have ever heard in the past.

After hearing the usual au-
tomobile verses automobile 
impact sound, this sound was 
almost immediately followed 
by what I could best describe 
at the then-sight-unseen mo-
ment as the sound of an ex-
tremely large load of heavy 
supplies being knocked off a 
large flatbed delivery truck.

Racing by foot to the scene 
at the northwest corner of 16th 
and U streets, I discovered 
a large, white delivery truck 
amidst a huge pile of bricks.

To my astonishment, the en-
tire front portion of the build-
ing, which was most recently 
the site of Mayor Kevin John-
son’s campaign headquarters 
and was at the time vacant, had 
been completely destroyed.

A few moments later, I no-
ticed that behind the truck was 
a second vehicle, which was 
partially submerged in brick.

I later heard that the truck, 
which was heading north on 
16th Street, had struck the 
building following a collision 
with the much smaller vehi-

cle, which was traveling west 
from U Street.

As the dust began to settle, it 
was only a short period of time 
before emergency vehicles arrived 
at the scene, the drivers of the ve-
hicles were attended to and 16th 
Street was temporarily closed 
near the scene of the accident.

Fortunately, several outdoor 
diners at the popular Harry’s 
Café, located next door to the 
collapsed building, were quick 
on their feet, as they raced to 
safety just prior to their table 
and chairs being overturned. In 
all, three tables and nine chairs 
were overturned and one ta-
ble and three chairs were de-
stroyed.

After accident aftershock
With tears in his eyes and visi-

bly shaken by the incident, Har-
ry Luong, the café’s owner, told 
me that his son, Sam, and three 
of his co-workers were among 
the people sitting at the table. 

About an hour later, still 
shocked by the accident, Luong 
said to me, “I’m still shaking.”

Although no fatalities oc-
curred from the accident, the 
incident was undoubtedly a 
very scary moment for those 
involved.

The accident also resulted 
in the partial loss of a histor-
ic landmark along this por-
tion of the former Highway 
40, since the now-collapsed 
building, which was con-
structed in 1929, originally 
housed an early Safeway gro-
cery store.

Although the front part of 
the building now rests as a pile 

of bricks behind a chain linked 
fence and everyday life con-
tinues in the area, Luong and 
others who were there on this 
unusual Tuesday afternoon un-
derstand that with this tragedy 
comes a very important result.

“It may have been a trag-
ic moment, but we were very 
fortunate that nobody lost 
their lives,” Luong said.

In retrospect of this inci-
dent, Luong suggests that the 
city consider placing stop-
lights at the intersection of 
16th and U streets.

“I’ve seen many accidents 
here – many of which have 
gone unreported – so, I think 
stoplights here would be a 
very good thing.”

Eyewitness report: Land Park News writer is first at calamitous scene 

Mayor Kevin Johnson’s former campaign headquarters 
collapses after crazy downtown car crash 

Land Park News Photo/Lance Armstrong 
Rubble stands now on 16th Street where Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson managed his 2008 mayoral campaign.
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By BENN HODAPP
Land Park News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

A piece of Sacramento his-
tory nearly 100 years old 
is getting ready to make a 
change, but with a promise of 
upholding tradition.

Panama Pottery has been 
making terra cotta pottery 
since 1914 and has operated 
out of its home on 24th Street 
for all of those 95 years. The 
shop currently sells pottery 
by both retail and wholesale, 
but it has become clear that a 
change has to be made.

“We cannot make money 
in wholesale production any 
longer,” said production man-
ager Chuck Owens. “We try 
to maintain an inventory, but 
some things are impossible to 
make into a profit.”

Because of this, the business 
is shifting its focus more onto 
the artistic part of the busi-
ness rather than the whole-
sale portion. Owens explained 
that in the coming months 
the business will found a non-

profit organization that will 
serve to promote local artists 
at the site.

The organization will lease 
out access to the studio for a 
price between $50-$100 per 
month for artists to come, 
work and hopefully sell their 
products. Artists will have a 
personal locker and access to 
the studio 24 hours a day, sev-
en days a week.

The works that are done on 
the site can be sold either in 
the shop or in the courtyard 
that is lined with profession-
al artistic works.

In addition to the promo-
tion of local artists, the non-
profit organization will begin 
teaching educational pottery 
classes for all interested. Ow-
ens said that the fees for the 
classes are not set, but the pro-
gram will consist of four two-
hour classes and there will be 
a separate class for children 
and adults.

Owens and manager Glenn 
Takai both hold Masters of 
Fine Arts degrees and will be 
the instructors of the classes.

A changing face
Despite the dramatic change 

from wholesale to artistry, the 
retail portion of the shop will 
remain intact, according to 
general manager Carol Hon-
da.

“We will be building retail 
as well,” she said. “The only 
thing we are cutting down on 
is wholesale.”

Honda also said that the 
current practice of having tour 
groups from schools and oth-
er facilities will continue as al-
ways. The tours wind through 
the facility and introduce pa-
trons to the kiln that fires the 
pottery at 2,000 degrees for 
as long as two days. It also in-
cludes a tour of the courtyard 
that is peppered with works 
of art that are for enjoying or, 
if something strikes your fan-
cy, buying. 

All items are labeled with 
the artist’s name and the price. 
Items for sale in the shop and 

the courtyard range in price 
anywhere from $8 to well over 
$1,000. “We consider the time 
it took and the amount of cre-
ativity involved when setting 
prices,” Takai said. 

Both Takai and Owens have 
works of their own on display 
that are available to admire or 
own.

Honda said that they will al-
ways welcome custom orders 
and that the customer service 
side of the business will remain 
strong. Takai said that they en-
joy doing special projects and 
that they encourage new ideas.

As far as how artists should 
go about inquiring about stu-
dio access, Honda said that 
she thinks it is beneficial for 
them to come down to the site 
and see for themselves what it 
has to offer.

While the business will no 
doubt run differently than it 

Reshaping Panama Pottery

From the rich, dark clay of the earth: Art springs forth

See Pottery, page 11

Camille Schindler molds clay into 
a work of art at a studio rented by 
her aunt Marsha at Panama Pottery. 
The unique site, right, is located at 
4421 24th St. 

Land Park News Photos/Ryan Rose
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does and has for 95 years, it is 
of vital importance to the people 
who work there to uphold the 
traditions that it has long held.

“The equipment is all 19th 
century developed and the job 
is very labor intensive,” Takai 
said. “We are very unique in 
that (the business) is a picture 
into the past of this industry.”

Funding the future
Another way that the business 

intends to stay true to tradition is 
by holding what Owens calls the 
annual “blowout sale” on June 6 
and 7 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“There are people that have 
shopped here for many decades,” 
Owens said. “This is our way of 
honoring our long-time clientele.”

During the spring and sum-
mer months the shop is open 
seven days a week. Monday 
through Friday the hours are 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and on weekends 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Schools 
who would like to tour the fa-
cility can call the office at (916) 
452-7181. Additional informa-
tion is available at www.pan-
amapottery.com. Panama Pot-
tery is located at 4421 24th 
Street in Sacramento.

Pottery: Change after 95 years 
Continued from page 10

At far left, production manager Chuck Owens 
reviews the decades-old machinery that 
produces and mixes clay for artists from the 
red earth below the building; at left, manager 
Glenn Takai attends to a sculpture inside the 
Panama Pottery studios. On the cover: Glenn 
Takai’s “Accidental Truth” sculpture rests 
inside one of Panama Pottery’s giant kilns. 

Land Park News Photos/Ryan Rose
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By TEAM BLACK
The Real Estate Quarterly
Special to The Land Park News 

There is so much economic informa-
tion hitting us from the media and Inter-
net, we can be on overload. Trying to pro-
cess what it means to each of us can be 
confusing. Basically, there are two reasons 
why now is a good time to buy a home: 
low interest rates and low house prices. 

Many people who were priced out of 
the market during the past several years 
have approval letters in-hand and are 
looking for their first home. Low pric-
es also attract investors who are buying 
second and third properties as rentals. 

Because of the increased demand, 
the listing inventory is down, which 
means that your choices are fewer 
than this time last year. 
 The scoop on today’s market

Home prices: According to statis-
tics compiled by the Sacramento As-
sociation of Realtors collected from 
the MetroList multiple listing ser-
vices, the median sales price moved 
slightly last month, decreasing .2 per-
cent from $167,500 to $167,100 this 
month. The current median price is 
down 29.5 percent from the $236,888 
median price recorded last year. The 
Total Listing Inventory is also down, 

showing a 14.2 percent decrease from 
6,266 to 5,377 this month.

First-buyer credit: With the new stimulus 
bill signed by President Obama in Febru-
ary came several provisions to help foreclo-
sure relief and encourage home sales. One 
of those key provisions was an amend-
ment to the 2008 Tax Credit. According 
to Tim Aderman of VITEK Mortgage, 
here are the guidelines you need to know 
about the 2009  Tax Credit:
• Tax credit is increased to $8,000;
• The income limits remain the same: 
($75,000 for an individual; $150,000 
for a couple);
• First-time homebuyers and princi-
pal residences only;
• Tax credit is available until Dec. 1 
(previously it expired on July 1);
• Waiver of recapture (i.e., no repay-
ment requirement) for properties pur-
chased in 2009  prior to Dec. 1;
• The provision is retroactive to pur-
chases made on or after Jan. 1, 2009 . 
Recapture section does apply to prop-
erties sold in first three years;
• Waiver of prohibition on financing by 
mortgage revenue bonds is included.

New home tax credit: There is also 
a new home tax credit offered by the 
State of California for qualified buy-
ers who meet certain criteria.

Building wealth
Historically, the best way to build 

household wealth is to own a home. 
Once you become a homeowner, you 
are able to take advantage of the gen-
erous tax deductions that homeown-
ership offers, and you begin to build 
equity in your property. 

 

What is  your best  tact ic  to f ind 
that perfect  property? Contact 
an experienced real  estate profes-
sional .  Team Black , the No. 1 in 
Team Sales and List ing for Lyon 
Real Estate Downtown for 2008. 
Contact Team Black online at 
TeamBlack .GoLyon.com

Why now is the right time for you to buy a home
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Special to The Real Estate Quarterly

April showed some fluc-
tuation in median sales 
price and sales volume. This 
data, compiled by the Sac-
ramento Association of Re-
altors, is collected from the 
MetroList multiple listing 
services and covers Sacra-
mento County and the city 
of West Sacramento. 

There were 1,707 sales 
in April, a 1 percent de-
crease from the 1,725 
sales last month, but a 17 
percent increase over last 
year’s 1,450 sales. REO 
properties continue to be 
a defining factor in the in-
flated rated of sales, this 
month attributing for over 
65 percent of all sales. 
This percentage, however, 
has made small declines 
each month since January, 
where distressed proper-
ties accounted for over 75 
percent of sales.

The median sales price 
moved slightly, decreasing 
.2 percent from $167,500 
to $167,100 this month. 
The current median price 
is down 29.5 percent from 
the $236,888 median price 
recorded last year. The To-
tal Listing Inventory is also 
down, showing a 14.2 per-

cent decrease from 6,266 
to 5,377 this month. Com-
pared to last year, April 
shows a 37.6 percent de-
crease from the 8,612 list-
ings recorded. The Hous-
ing Market Supply has 
decreased 13.9 percent 
to 3.1 months from last 
month and 47.5 percent 
from last year. This fig-
ure represents the amount 
of time – in months – it 
would take to deplete the 
total listing inventory giv-
en the current rate of sales. 
According to MLS Data, 
the average home spent 56 
days on market before sell-
ing and measured just over 
1,660 square feet.

The recent and dramat-
ic fluctuations in the mar-
ket make for great head-
lines, but the “ bottom” of 
the market cannot be ac-
curately predicted. Ex-
perienced Realtors have 
learned that the bottom of 
the market is only evident 
after it has passed and 
trends have already turned 
positive. The graph below 
represents the change in 
single-family home sales, 
median sales price and 
FreddieMac 30-year loan 
commitment rates. The 
merging of all three near 

the X-axis suggests a shift 
in the market.

Condominium Resale Market
Sacramento condo sales 

made a 1.8 percent increase 
from 109 to 111 units. Com-
pared with April 2008, sales 
are up 8 percent from the 

103 units sold. This small 
number of sales has seen a 
varying median price in the 
last few months. A month-
to-month comparison shows 
a 25 percent decrease from 
$120,000 to the current me-
dian price of $90,000. This 
marks a 35 percent from the 

$138,500 median price last 
year. Distressed property 
sales in April – 70 total – 
accounted for 63.1 percent 
of all condo sales.

The Second Quarter numbers 
for 2009 are based seasonal 
trends and the April data.

Single-family home sales, median price showing movement
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By JOHN WOODALL
The Real Estate Quarterly
Special to The Land Park News

Buyers and Sellers 
Whether a buyer or seller, you can start by learn-

ing the differences between bank-owned listings 
(REOs), “short sales” and traditional owner sellers. 
Get good advice. Work with a seasoned Realtor 
who can show you how the shifting supply of REO 
vs. non-REO properties will affect your plans.

Today’s Realtor should be able to show you over-
all market conditions for your area and price range; 
and show you how things have changed in the last 
six to eight years and the past few months.

You especially need to be aware of what I 
call “micro-market” dynamics. The impact of 
a poor economy and home foreclosures is not 
uniform across the region. 

Sellers
Sellers should educate themselves about what 

is happening with the real estate market where 
they live. Go beyond sales comparisons by gain-
ing an historical perspective; find out whether 
values have held up or declined, and differenti-
ate between your neighborhood’s distressed and 
non-distressed properties in good times and bad. 
Find out, too, if you are competing with ROs. 
Banks typically value their listings 15 percent 
to 20 percent below the local market, dragging 
down the value you of your home. 

Selling within 3 months?
For an owner choosing to sell in the near fu-

ture, they need to learn about market trends, 
standing inventory, months of inventory and 
sales trends. Currently, price is king. Sellers 
need to be realistic, understand that buyers are 
in the driver’s seat and price their property to be 
the next sale. An experienced agent can help get 
them the best deal available but will not be able 
to get a price that buyers are unwilling to pay. 

If the seller has little choice but to sell (diffi-
culty keeping up with the mortgage payments, 
for example), it’s more important to elect the ap-
propriate agent than learn about current market 
conditions. Select a Realtor who can suggest fi-
nancial options to explore and is experienced at 
selling homes under trying/difficult conditions; 
this requires knowledge of what lenders expect 
and the tenacity and patience to see it through.

Selling a year from now?
Begin now to educate yourselves about mar-

ket dynamics. Seek out information about 
neighborhood trends and don’t be afraid to 
ask a Realtor to help you set up an Internet 
search that will give you real time information. 
The goal should be to put yourself in a posi-
tion to pick the optimum point at which you 

can get good value for your home that meets 
your selling objective (such as downsizing).

Buyers
Buyers need to consider which part of the mar-

ket segment they will be involved in. Price, neigh-
borhood or function (more bedrooms for exam-
ple)? Buyer’s need to educate themselves about 
current market conditions in the market seg-
ment that affects them. 

Buying in the next few months?
With a short time frame in which to buy, it is 

critical for buyers to be well-prepared and finan-
cially prequalified before making an offer. Make 
sure you select a responsive Realtor and mort-
gage broker who work well together and are fa-
miliar with today’s fluid market and on top of the 
constantly changing lending guidelines.

Due to your time frame, you should avoid 
short sales because they are usually taking three 
to six months to conclude – typically taking 2-
plus months just to find out if you are the buy-
er chosen by the bank. If you’re buying an REO, 
be prepared to move very quickly to make an of-
fer once you find the one that’s right for you. This 
is especially true below the $200,000 price mark 
where we are seeing multiple buyers going after 
the same home. A day’s indecision or not being 
pre-approved can cause you to lose out.

Buying a year from now?
Well over 80 percent of buyers today spend three 

to six months “window shopping online” before 
actually entering the market place. Work with an 
agent who can provide you with access to the online 
market place and is available to help you when you 
need it. Use the time you have to educate yourself 
about terminology and marketplace trends. And 
keep in mind that what is true today may not be 
true a year (or even a few months) from now.

While you familiarize yourself with the market 
and your choices, this is also a good time to im-
prove your credit rating if possible and aggressive-
ly save money so you will be in stronger position 
when you are ready to buy.

A well-prepared and well-informed buyer can-
not control the market place, but can place him-
self or herself in a position to better pick the op-
timum point at which they get into the market 
for a home that meets their objective.

John Woodall, GRI, SRES is a Broker Associate with 
LYON REAL ESTATE. He’s earned a GRI designa-
tion (for advanced real estate education) and is also a Se-
niors Real Estate Specialist, (SRES).  John helps clients 
with Short Sales, handles REO’s and is equally skilled at 
helping sellers or buyers of homes and investment prop-
erties.  For more information, please contact John at 916 
421 5421 or log on to John@ at www.john.golyon.com

Today’s economic realities: 
Preparing for the unknown

Be sure to visit us online
www.valcomnews.com
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“Sign”
Language

“Sign”
Language

For over 35 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

28-40 Rose Mead CiRCle…$349,000
ed daniels • 204-6702

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

2741 donner way
Beautiful 5 bedroom Curtis Park 
home built in 1912. House remod-
eled to provide 3036 square feet of 
living space. Lots of storage, 2-car 
garage with alley access. Updated 
kitchen, master suite, newer roof and 
central heat and air. $669,900
Larry easterLing • 849-9431

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ Low introductory coSt
★ Start anytime
★ Live cLaSSeS

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthLy caSh FLow
★ tenant Screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907“…For Fine older homes and 

quality newer homes”

4031 Parkside Court
Lovely 3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths home 
in South Land Park. Close to shop-
ping, park and zoo features include 
2 car-attached garages,composition 
roof, kitchen vinyl, and appliances 
4 years old. Move in condition. A 
must see home. $419,000
Frank J. goodie 443-4321

2206 24th street
Charming craftsman bungalow, wood 
shingle siding, 50 yr roof. Land-
scaped & irrigated front & backyards. 
Restaurants True refrigerator, stain-
less sink & counter, quality venting, 
large pantry. Walk to light rail and 
midtown restaurants. $359,000
david nakashima 451-9023

FORECLOSURE OPPORTUNITIES:
	 3901 42nd Ave., 95824, three Houses!, $99,900

	 6345 Fruitridge Road, 95820, 4 bdrm, $159,900

	 6730 Burdett Way, 95823, 3 bdrm, $77,900

	 2283 Oakmont Way, Duplex, 95815, $103,900

Please call Cook Realty for more Information

(916) 451-6702

2547 land PaRk dRive • $502,000
vinCe delisi • 799-9332

PENDING

2121 markham way
Thoughtfully updated Cur tis 
Park home, 4 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, 2338 sq. ft., updated 
kitchen and baths, plumbing and 
HVAC, hardwoods, new garage 
- on one of the nicest streets in 
Curtis Park. $575,000
Larry easterLing • 849-9431

SOLD
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95818
1801 10TH  AVE........................  4 2.5 ................ 20090220  ...........$860,000 
1900 11TH  AVE.......................... 2 2 .................. 20090204  ..........1,000,000 
2667 11TH  AVE........................  4 1.5 ................ 20090206 .............  550,000 
2765 12TH ST............................  3 2.5 ................ 20090311  ............. 600,000 
2704 14TH ST............................  3 1.5 ................ 20090331  ............. 920,000 
2218 15TH ST.............................. 2 1 .................. 20090204  ............. 203,320 
2668 16TH ST.............................. 2 1 .................. 20090226 .............  442,272 
2725 16TH ST.............................. 2 1 .................. 20090312 .............  311,000 
2215 23RD ST............................... 3 1 .................. 20090327 .............  132,000 
3533 23RD ST............................... 2 1 .................. 20090217  ............. 285,000 
2414 26TH ST.............................. 2 1 .................. 20090120  ............... 99,745 
2422 28TH ST.............................. 2 1 .................. 20090102 ...............  90,000 
2442 2ND  AVE............................ 2 1 .................. 20090325  ............. 170,000 
2151 3RD  AVE............................. 3 1 .................. 20090324  ............. 480,000 
2164 3RD  AVE............................. 2 1 .................. 20090114  ............. 335,000 
2711 3RD  AVE............................. 3 1 .................. 20090114  ............. 395,000 
2741 3RD  AVE............................. 2 1 .................. 20090210  ............. 415,000 
2810 3RD  AVE............................. 3 1 .................. 20090127  ............. 421,500 
2181 6TH  AVE............................. 3 1 .................. 20090213  ............. 330,000 
2082 8TH  AVE............................. 3 2 .................. 20090120  ............. 660,000 
1813 BURNETT WAY................ 2 1 .................. 20090218  ............. 228,000 
1720 CARAMAY WAY............... 2 1 .................. 20090327  ............. 124,000 
1816 CARAMAY WAY............... 2 1 .................. 20090204  ............. 285,000 
1838 CARAMAY WAY............... 2 1 .................. 20090331  ............. 301,785 
2890 CASTRO WAY.................  2 1.5 ................ 20090331  ............. 260,500 
2650 CURTIS WAY...................  3 2.5 ................ 20090107  ............. 525,000 
3671 CURTIS DR .......................2 2.5 ................. 20090209  ............. 515,000 
2833 FREEPORT BLVD............. 2 1 .................. 20090114  ............. 291,000 
1025 FREMONT WAY............... 2 1 .................. 20090317  ............. 243,450 
2558 HARKNESS ST................. 2 1 .................. 20090324  ............. 335,000 
558 JONES WAY........................  2 1.5 ................ 20090115  ............. 340,000 
2315 MARSHALL WAY............. 2 1 .................. 20090203 .............  370,000 
2578 MARTY WAY...................... 2 2 .................. 20090113 .............  245,000 
2668 MARTY WAY...................... 2 1 .................. 20090317  ............. 350,000 
701 MCCLATCHY WAY........... 2 1 .................. 20090327  ............. 274,500 
1124 TENEIGHTH WAY.......... 2 1 .................. 20090326  ............. 442,500 
512 U ST......................................... 6 2 .................. 20090331  ............. 285,000 

2525 U ST...................................... 3 1 .................. 20090112 .............  331,859 
2705 U ST...................................... 2 1 .................. 20090123  ............. 100,000 
1133 VALLEJO WAY.................  3 1.5 ................ 20090323  ............. 443,000 
1270 WELLER WAY................... 3 1 .................. 20090227  ............. 478,000 

95822
5841 14TH ST.............................. 3 2................... 20090317  ...........$148,000 
6017 14TH ST.............................. 3 2................... 20090227 .............  260,500 
2125 22ND AVE........................... 3 1................... 20090102  ............. 150,000 
1459 27TH AVE........................... 2 1................... 20090330  ............. 203,000 
1443 38TH AVE........................... 3 1................... 20090205 ...............  60,000 
1720 ARVILLA DR...................... 2 1................... 20090331  ............. 249,000 
1411 ATHERTON ST................ 3 1................... 20090114  ............... 43,000 
5824 BELLEAU WOOD LN .... 2 1................... 20090223  ............... 78,926 
6130 BELLEAU WOOD LN .... 2 1................... 20090316 ...............  61,000 
1010 CASILADA WAY............... 3 2................... 20090323  ............. 295,000 
1412 COOLBRITH ST............... 3 1................... 20090211  ............... 88,000 
4920 DEL RIO RD......................2 1.5.................. 20090206  ............. 202,000 
5241 DEL RIO RD.....................  3 2.5................. 20090312  ............. 230,000 
2355 FRUITRIDGE RD............. 2 1................... 20090304  ............. 125,000 
5620 GILGUNN WAY................ 3 2................... 20090318  ............. 260,000 
1070 GLENN HOLLY WAY..... 4 2................... 20090219 .............  258,000 
5616 GREENBRAE RD............  3 1.5................. 20090126  ............. 293,000 
5900 HOLSTEIN WAY.............. 4 3................... 20090204  ............. 405,000 
2250 IRVIN WAY......................... 2 1................... 20090311  ............. 144,000 
4610 JOAQUIN WAY................. 3 2................... 20090219  ............. 375,000 
1424 KITCHNER RD................. 3 1................... 20090217  ............. 105,000 
4310 LAND PARK DR.............  2 1.5................. 20090317 .............  335,000 
4640 LAND PARK DR............... 3 3................... 20090114  ............. 420,000 
1309 LUCIO LN .......................... 2 2................... 20090115  ............. 435,000 
5831 MCLAREN AVE................ 3 1................... 20090107  ............. 100,000 
5960 PARK VILLAGE ST.......... 4 3................... 20090220  ............. 388,000 
91 PETRILLI CIR ....................... 2 2................... 20090227  ............. 237,000 
1721 POTRERO WAY................ 2 2................... 20090224  ............. 275,000 
1829 SHERWOOD AVE............ 4 2................... 20090223  ............. 390,000 
848 SKIPPER CIR ......................5 3.5.................. 20090211 .............  631,840 
904 STERN CIR .........................3 2.5.................. 20090306  ............. 365,000 
2084 STOVER WAY.................... 3 1................... 20090227  ............. 320,000

Land Park Residential Real Estate Transactions • First Quarter • January–March 2009 
Address 	 BR /BA 	  Date	 Value Address 	 BR /BA 	  Date	 Value
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Special to The Land Park News
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

Camp Pollock was the rus-
tic setting where five members 
of local Boy Scout Troop 136 
(the Zoo Troop) recently cele-
brated earning the rank of Ea-
gle Scout. Travis Lee, Dan-
ny Healow, Greg Hufford, 
Maxwell Montrose and Elliot 
Wenzel all completed the rig-
orous requirements necessary 
to achieve the highest award in 
Boy Scouts. Only four percent 
of those who join the organi-
zation reach this goal.

Dale Campbell, former scout-
master of this unique troop, 
served as the master of ceremo-
nies. In addition to their Eagle 
pin and neckerchiefs, the young 
men were presented with per-
sonalized certificates from Sacra-
mento County Supervisor Jim-
mie Yee’s office, and a plaque from 
Lara Kirkendall, representative 
of the Sacramento Zoo. The cer-
emonies also included Eagle pins 
being presented to the parents 
of the scouts, and the announce-
ment of their mentor awards. 

Becoming an “eagle”
These outstanding individu-

als each completed a community 
service project in addition to the 
merit badges and other scout-
ing requirements. For his proj-
ect, Travis Lee chose to improve 
the barnyard area in Fairytale 
Town. He organized a two-day 
project restoring and painting 
the corral fence and Little Red 
Hen House. Travis is currently 
a freshman at UC Merced.

For Danny Healow’s Eagle 
project, he designed and built 
eight pinewood benches and a 
communion table for the Chil-

Faces and Places

Excellence in service: Local scouts 
honored for commitment

Photo courtesy Elise Montrose 
New Eagle Scouts from Troop 136 (the Zoo Troop) recently held ceremonies at the Lodge at Camp Pollock.  Left to right:  
Maxwell Montrose, Greg Hufford, Danny Healow, Elliot Wenzel and Travis Lee. 

dren’s ministry center at Faith 
Presbyterian Church. Danny 
is a senior at John F. Kennedy 
High School and will attend 
UC Berkeley next year.

Greg Hufford selected a proj-
ect that would benefit Sutter 
Middle School. He removed 
old bleachers from the sports 
field and constructed, sand-
ed and painted new seating for 
that facility. Greg is a senior 
at Christian Brothers High 
School and will attend the Uni-
versity of Southern California.

Maxwell Montrose want-
ed to improve the playground 
area at Genevieve Didion K-
8 School. He received per-
mission from the principal to 
draw and paint a huge, color-
ful map of the United States 
on the asphalt, and he com-
pleted a similar map at Ca-
milla Basic School. Max is a 

senior at West Campus and 
will attend UCLA next year.

Elliot Wenzel contacted the Sac-
ramento Food Bank to offer his 
time and energy to make improve-
ments to their facility. For his Ea-
gle project, he cleaned and repaint-
ed the parking lot at the Oak Park 
location and also planted a tree. El-
liot is a senior at Christian Broth-
ers High School and has enrolled 
at Cal Poly at San Luis Obispo.

Five bright futures
These young men are grateful 

for the time and energy invest-
ed in them by the scout lead-
ers, committee members, and 
their parents who helped them 
to accomplish this aspiration. 
Through scouting, they made 
lasting friendships and experi-
enced exciting adventures that 
helped prepare them for new 
challenges in the future. 

By OFFICER MICHELLE LAZARK
Sacramento Police Department
Special to The Land Park News

Editor’s note: Ask Officer Michelle your question by emailing her 
at mlazark@pd.cityofsacramento.org or visit her online blog at 
http://blog.sacpd.org.

Good neighbors, good fences
Hello Officer Michelle,

The fence in my backyard has ivy growing on it and the 
neighbor on the other side thinks he can lean over the 
fence and push the ivy down the fence, on my side, as far 
as he can reach. They have a shingled patio that is at the 
fence line and he thinks the lvy blocks the light. He has 
only about 2 feet between the top of the fence and the pa-
tio roofline. This patio runs the length of the fence. What 
can I do?

Thanks,
Bkohlruss 

Dear Bkohlruss,
How annoying! Technically, your neighbor is only re-

sponsible for the ivy that grows in his yard, on his side of 
the fence – not yours. There are no laws or city codes that 
apply to something of this sort whereby the city could in-
tervene. This is considered a civil issue. I would suggest 
you discuss the matter with your neighbor. If he rents, 
speak to the landlord. If he fails to comply, you could 
try the Sacramento Mediation Center (Call them at 441-
7979).   

Good luck,
Officer Michelle

Ask Officer Michelle

Answering your 
questions on local 
law enforcement
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Special to The Land Park News
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

On May 9, hundreds of lo-
cal Sacramento and Carmi-
chael residents teamed up 
with the National Associ-
ation of Letter Carriers to 
“Stamp Out Hunger” across 
America in order to pro-
vide assistance to the one in 
eight Americans who strug-
gle with hunger.

The “Stamp Out Hunger” 
effort is the nation’s larg-
est single-day food drive, 
having collected more than 
909 million pounds of food 
since its inception in 1993. 
Last year, letter carriers 
across the country collected 
a record total of more than 
73.1 million pounds of food, 
but with hunger impacting 
many Americans – includ-
ing working families, chil-
dren and the elderly – help 
is needed now more than 
ever before.

“It takes an extra effort to 
get the day’s mail sorted and 
delivered and then, to pick 
up all the food,” said a Sac-
ramento deliverer. “It’s feel-

good day for us. We’re doing 
something above and be-
yond our jobs.”

The national yield of 60-
plus tons of non-perishables 
will go to food kitchens all 
over the country. The May 9 
collection for the hungry was 
boosted by 107,960 pounds 
of groceries donated from 
Sacramento-area house-
holds. 

“In these difficult econom-
ic times, hunger is an is-
sue that must be addressed 
in every community across 
our country,” said William 
H. Young, NALC president. 
“We see it daily out on our 
routes. That’s why now more 
than ever before we need ev-
erybody’s help to make a real 
difference.”

According to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, 
more than 36 million Amer-
icans live in food insecure 
households, and approxi-
mately one in every three of 
these Americans is a child. 
Additionally, a recent sur-
vey of Feeding America food 
bank members reported a 
30 percent increase in re-

quests for emergency food 
assistance. The reasons cit-
ed for this dramatic increase 
in demand included rising 
cost of food, increasing un-
employment and underem-
ployment, the cost of fuel 
and the burden of mortgage 
or rent costs.

Food banks are also no-
toriously empty during 
summer months, having 
exhausted the supply of do-
nations received from food 
drives conducted during 
the holidays that are then 
distributed during spring. 
Summer donations are even 
more critical since many 
children in need no lon-
ger have the benefit of their 
school lunch program.

“When schools let out 
for summer, many children 
will no longer receive daily 
meals through the Nation-
al School Lunch Program,” 
said David Arquette, chair-
man of Feeding America’s 
Entertainment Council. 
“Your contribution (bene-
fited) the food bank mem-
bers of Feeding America 
as well as other hunger re-

lief organizations across the 
country.” 

For more information about 
the annual “Stamp Out Hun-
ger” effort in your communi-
ty, ask your letter carrier, con-
tact your local post office or 
visit www.helpstampouthun-
ger.com.

The Post Office will also 
accept cash donations to feed 
the hungry after the May 9 
food drive. To donate, call 
Greg Price at 348-0133.

East Sacramento News Writ-
er Susan Maxwell Skinner 
contributed to this story.

First class effort: Postal workers hold food drive across region

Land Park News Photo/Susan Maxwell Skinner 
Special delivery: During the recent Post Office food drive, Carmichael mom Jen-
nifer Goldwyn (center) loaded up 95608 deliverer Julian Barbero. Daughter Lexi, 
12, and golden retriever Chance pitched in. 

Photo courtesy

Sam Brannan girls’ soccer scores trophy
Sam Brannan Girls’ Soccer won the championship trophy May 16 after ten years of Sutter Mid-

dle School dominance. The Brannan girls team played a challenging game against the Genevieve 
Didion girls in the finals. The game was tied 0-0 and finished in penalty kicks with a score of 3-1.

Pictured from top, left to right, is the championship team: Top row: Michaela Pino, Kaela Hayes, 
Valerie Thurs, Ariana Yee, Alexis Ortega, Madison Hamzy, Kyley Hironaka, Renee Montez, Princi-
pal Callas, Catalina Esparza, Marisa Vidrio; second row : Coach Pedro Ceja, Alissa Aguirre, Jasmine 
Bermudez, Maria Garcia-Lozano, Christine Chalmers. Not present in picture is Kayla Umemoto.
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Pocket News Photo/Ryan Rose
Greenhaven resident Felice Rood, pictured here holding one of her tortoise wards, 
is beyond doubt Sacramento’s leading expert on all things relating to turtles.

By ART GERMAN
The Land Park News
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

There was once a time when Greenhaven res-
ident Felice Rood, who is beyond doubt Sacra-
mento’s leading expert on all things relating to tur-
tles, would have taken a back seat to me when it 
came to making contact with those quirky, shelled 
reptiles.

That would have been some time before World 
War II, when I was, say, 12 years old, and baby Fe-
lice was around 3 years old. And it was then that I 
began raising turtles in our family’s Brooklyn, N.Y. 
apartment, while Felice, just a subway-ride away 
in the Bronx, had undoubtedly not yet become ac-
quainted with the cute little critters.

In my case, adopting a dog or cat had been ta-
boo where we lived because our landlord wanted 
it that way. Instead, I had to settle for turtles, which 
were available at the neighborhood pet shop then 
for 15 to 25 cents each and could be housed dis-
creetly in a small tank atop my bedroom dresser.

In the end, my turtle experience was a failure 
because the little critters, red-eared sliders they 
were called, quickly sickened, stopped eating 
and died. I bought replacements several times, 
but the sad outcome was just repeated. Final-
ly, I gave up, and went on to other places and 
things in the face of World War II and an even-
tual move to California. 

Felice, who founded the Sacramento Turtle 
Society in 1981, tells me that her childhood ex-
periences with turtles in the Bronx were a lot 
like mine in Brooklyn. The first turtles she ac-
quired got sick and died just like mine, but – 
unlike me – she began doing some research 
into how to handle the little sliders in captivi-
ty. Soon, she recalled, they began thriving in the 
Bronx apartment house where her family lived.  
She had learned that frequent water changes, a 
balanced diet, and exposure to sunlight, were 
key elements to turtle survival. 

For her, this was the beginning of a lifetime 
commitment to the little reptiles. Soon af-
ter Felice and her new husband Bill moved to 
Ohio after World War II, she saved a colony 
of pond turtles facing incineration after a for-
est fire broke out nearby. She was able to res-
cue about a dozen of them, evacuating them to 
an area that was a safe distance from the fire. 

Home on your back
Later, Felice, Bill and their family of four chil-

dren moved to Los Angeles where she joined the 
local turtle society. Finally, they moved on to Sac-
ramento where there was no turtle club in exis-
tence at the time. She remedied that absence in 
1981 by organizing the Sacramento Turtle So-
ciety.

Since then, the organization has grown to 950 
members, demonstrating that the Sacramen-
to area does indeed have many people who care 
deeply about turtles and tortoises. Among the 
benefits that members receive for a $2 annual sti-
pend is a quarterly newsletter that Felice lovingly 
composes; it’s one of the most entertaining news-
letters of any genre that I’ve ever read. If you read 
it once or twice, you’ll be bound to get very con-
cerned about global warming, pollution and oth-
er problems that endanger the turtle population 
of the world along with the rest of us.

Felice also serves as a kind of house mother and 
clinical advisor for turtle lovers and keepers in the 
area, responding to all questions with informa-
tion gleaned from her years of gathering chelonian 
data of all kinds. She took umbrage recently at the 
use among local turtle people of “boxies” as an in-
formal and even affectionate reference to the little 
reptiles. It was not a term that Felice for her part, 
viewed with any affection. 

“I thought they were talking about men’s un-
derwear or a popular breed of dog,” she wrote 
in her spring newsletter. “It did not dawn on me 
they were talking about box turtles.” 

She took a dim view that the term may have 
been gaining popularity, a trend that she viewed 
as “disheartening and a form of turtle slanguage.” 
In short, don’t say “boxie” when you talk with Fe-
lice Rood.

Four times a year, Felice emcees meetings of the 
turtle society at the Belle Cooledge library branch 
on South Land Park and Fruitridge drives where 
scores of members turn out for turtle swapping, 
problem discussions and show-and-tell demon-
strations of little pets that come from all parts of 
the world. The get-togethers reach a climax in Au-
gust, when the annual Turtlerama is scheduled at 
Belle Cooledge, attracting hundreds, most of them 
society members as well others who just want to 
admire the exotic critters on display.

At home with the turtles
Felice’s home is a monument to her unending 

commitment to the turtles of the world. She 
takes in a variety of turtle and tortoises whose 
owners tire of them or are otherwise left aban-
doned and in need of a home. When I stopped 
by at the Rood residence a couple of weeks back, 
I almost stepped on a large tortoise in the gar-
den before I’d fully digested a warning to watch 
where I go. The tortoise, named Fat Betty, Fe-
lice reported, is an uncanny predictor of the up-
coming summer weather. It will be cool, Felice 
said, because Fat Betty went into hibernation 
earlier than usual in October. 

“That means she expects a cool summer,” Fe-
lice said. 

Elsewhere in the garden, there are a number of 
compounds where different species of turtle con-
gregate and seemingly enjoy each other’s compa-
ny as they prepare for the mating season ahead.

Most of the Roods’ neighbors are aware of the 
unusual nature of Felice’s garden, and most are 
supportive. Several take the trouble of collecting 
their own garden snails and dropping them off 
at the Roods where they become delicacies for 
the turtles and tortoises. The snails are very nutri-
tious, Felice said. Bel Air market also pitches in by 
supplying Felice with lettuce trimmings and sur-
plus spinach, all hearty fare for Felice’s guests.

Turtles, of course, never make noise, which 
eliminates potential neighbor complaints. 
One problem that did come up not long ago 
involved a raccoon that invaded the yard and 
mangled several of the turtle pets. Felice solved 
the problem by buying a disc that duplicated 
a dog barking whenever the garden door was 
disturbed at night. The raccoon came once 
more, the “dog” barked, and the raccoon was 
never heard from again, Felice reported to her 
society members in what she calls a “Turtalert” 
message in her quarterly newsletter.

Shell-shocked love: The delicate art of tortoise care
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JOHNNY ON THE SPOT
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Certifi ed Firm • Red Stain Removal
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal Treatment
    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Free in home written estimates
     Call (916) 391-9292

Complete Carpet & Upholstery Care

Reliable Handyman

HANDYMAN

Doors • Molding • Windows
Cabinets • Electrical 

• Plumbing
Water Heaters • Disposals

All repairs
15 Years Experience

Call (916) 806-7879

Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 714-1606
Lic # 510423

Summer Clean-ups
HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• RAIN GUTTERS CLEANED
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 10 YRS*

 Lic#128758/Ref

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

 Custom Design 
 Remodel and Repair

Call (916) 606-6810

Lic # 908157

HandyHand Service

 Manda
 General Contractor

*Quality work-No extra cost*

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

Free up your time from those pesky 
unwanted jobs. I do odd jobs, 

plumbing, carpentry, security door 
installation, light fi xtures & fans, 

recaulking of tubs, hauling
NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Call Eric
(916)470-3488

Sunshine Electrical

Security Lighting
Computer Circuits Etc

Spa Electrical
New Houses/Additions

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca License # 633853

ELECTRICAL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!
Measuring success one client at a time.

 (916) 332-5412

CUSTOM CARPENTRY

SacramentoMillworks.com

• Traditional & Contemporary 
Handrails • Crown molding 

• Custom cabinets
• Doors • Mantels • Hardwood Floors

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR COMPLETE 
LISTING OF SERVICES

Sacramento Millworks

CA Lic# 910214

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231 

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 
• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Land Park News 

Home Improvement page

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

(916) 214-6845
Licensed – Bonded – Insured  LIC#847081

AIR CONTROL SYSTEMS
• $60 Service Call
• Full Service Heating & Air 
   Conditioning (Service all brands)
• SMUD approved contractor
• SMUD fi nancing available
• Senior Discount

Joy of Cleaning

 (916) 208-5015

CLEANING

Customized for your home or offi ce

Let us schedule your 
SPRING CLEANING now!

“We foster long-term relationships    
through our quality of work.”

www.joyofcleaning.net

Call NOW for a FREE estimate!

CALL 444-0551

DON’T WAIT–BEAT THE HEAT!
Season Special

A/C Check-up–$59.99 

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

REBATES/TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE/ ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS / LIC# 696355

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 

 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

FENCING MATERIALS

  AFFORDABLE LUMBER
Specializing in Fencing Material

      • Cedar
      • Redwood
      • Pressure Treated
      • Custom Milling
  (916) 570-3078 PH./FAX/(916) 380-0061 CELL#

• Steel Posts
• Chain Link Supplies
• Security Panels Rentals
• Installation Available

ROBERTS LANDSCAPE
CUSTOM LANDSCAPE 

                  AND DESIGN       
*Sprinklers   *Decks
      *Concrete    *Masonry

Experienced with 
Old Garden Renovation

Call: 444-6458
License # 590317

LANDSCAPING

Darin’s Bonsai 
Landscape Maintenance

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

** 20-years experience** 
 Sprinkler repair & Fence repair

1-time clean-up 

Free estimates
Call (916) 397-8978

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable
Res. & Commercial work

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/Free Est.

Since 1960 in Sac area

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

GATEWAY FENCE COMPANY

Call (916) 425-7435Lic# 927602

FENCING

• Redwood, Cedar, pressure-treated
• Ornamental Iron
• Ranch-style fencing
 10% Senior Discount

FREE Estimates

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

Land Park Specialists
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

YOUR SERVICES ARE NEEDED 
CALL  MELISSA  AT 429-9901 TODAY 

TO PLACE YOUR  AD

SOVEREIGN PAINTING

 (916) 422-4416
Dan Sovereign

PAINTINg

Quality craftsmanship
3rd Generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

Lic.#484215

Interior & Exterior Painting

ROSE & DyNAmIc
PAINTING cO.

PAINTINg

Steve Rose 665-1041

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

References Available
                       BBB - Member

Spring Discount 10% OFF

 Lic# 911035

ROONEy’S
PLumbING

FULL SERVICE PLUMBINg

ROOTER SERVICE

PLUMBINg

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com
CALL 456-7777

CORY’S PLUMBINg

PLUMBINg

(916) 452-5580
 Lic# 700849 

Toilets, sinks, tub/shwrs, 
water heaters, drains, 

water lines 
& more.

All work guaranteed

Free est. (916) 483-1318

All Seasons Roofing
We specialize in

 Residential Re-roofing
All types of roofing:

•Tile • Composition • Shake
• Seamless Gutters 

roofing

Bonded, insured, lic. #459864

Secure your investment at an affordable cost!

ROOFINg

theroofingcompany@surewest.net’

“FREE ESTIMATES”
ALL TYPES OF ROOFS

Lic# 647568

RESIDENTIAL REROOF SPECIALIST

(916) 721-3935
Request a fast estimate by calling Andy

TheRoofingcompany.net

TREE SERVICE

OLEg’S CUSTOM PAINTINg

PAINTINg

(916) 719-6872
 Lic# 778634

• Interior/Exterior • Residential 
• Dry Rot Repair 
• Senior Discount 

• Cabinets: Stain/Refinish/Repaint •Wall Paper Removal

PAINTINg

landscaping

gARY’S PAINTINg
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PAINTINg

PEST CONTROL

Call Melissa at  429-9901 

Monday - Friday –– 9 to 5 p.m.

Advertise your services!

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Gallagher Roofing

call DAN: (916) 965-6381

ROOFINg

*Residential composition
Specialist

*Roof Repair & maintenance

LIc# 664323

FREE estimates

Serving Sacramento Since 1993

“No job too small”

CALL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBINg

FREE ESTIMATES / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 

 Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 
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AntennA removAl
AntennA removAl

Conover’s Antenna removal Service
 Why not remove that old, ugly, unused antenna. 

A home improvment at little cost.  
Call (916) 973-9928 for an appt. for removal.

ApArtmentS for rent
ApArtmentS for rent

STIMULUS PACKAGE! Two weeks of FREE 
rent & NO app. fee with 6-mo. or 1-yr. lease! 

Renovated, 1,2 and 3 -bedroom units from $725-
$1.099. Gated community in Greenhaven (916) 

427-0153.

bookkeeping
#1 BOOKKEEPER
25 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, Chiro-
practors, Non-profit, Retail, Martial Arts, Barber, 
Construction, Wholesale, Investment Clubs, Corp, 
Partnerships, Sm Business. We are experts in 
General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & Loss & Quarterlies. 
Call for yr specialized appt. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820. www.taxirene.info

CompUterS
got CompUter problemS?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $30/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area, travel charge will apply. Problem not fixed? 
No pay! Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 
296-7161.

errAnd rUnner
errAnd rUnner
NEED HELP? I do grocery shopping, banking/post 
office, pick up/drop off prescriptions, last minute gift 
shopping, papers delivered/faxed, vacant cleans, 
moving, garage organization. Contact Sheldon @ 
916 519-1082.

HAndYmAn
Spring CleAn-Up SpeCiAlS
rain gutter cleaning •Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) rototilling, pres-
sure washing/power spray, hauling, yard work,  
painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-up, fence 
repairs, light tree trimming, & more. Ref avail. 
Call Les at 838-1247.  Specials for seniors. 
licensed.

HAndYmAn ServiCeS
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheet rock ,P las ter,  S tucco,  Repai rs  and 
Remodeling, you name it! lic# 908942.  Call 
Steven at 230-2114.

HAndYmAn
Interior––Exterior painting, sheetrock and texturing, 
fences, floors, tree pruning, small jobs okay. (916) 
410-5545 or 706-9047.

HoUSekeeping
experienCed HoUSekeeper
Experienced housekeeper looking to add new 
clients. Honest, dependable, reliable & very picky 
about how I clean your home. “I clean your home 
the way YOU want me to.” Affordable rates. Ref 
available. Contact Sharon @ 916 451-4014.

Call Melissa at 429-9901 today for ad rates.

“ NOTICE TO READERS: California law requires that contractors taking jobs that total $500 
or more (labor or materials) be licensed by the Contractors State License Board. State law also 
requires that contractors include their license number on all advertising. You can check the 
status of your licensed contractor at <www.cslb.ca.gov> or call (800) 321-CSLB. Unlicensed 
contractors taking jobs that total less than $500 must state in their advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contractors State License Board.”
––Contractors State License Board

Sell your car
in the classifieds

Advertise in California Kids! 
Family Fun Guide!!!

Serving Greater Sacramento, 

For more information, call Marc
at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

California Kids!

offiCe SpACe for leASe
offiCe SpACe
Walk to Freeport Bakery for morning coffee! Charm-
ing prof offices in Land Park, 3065 Freeport Blvd, 
freeway-close/competitively priced; 1st mo rent 
free w/one-yr lease. See bldg@ http:/lppbpm.vflyer.
com/home/flyer/home/2478824 or contact Diana at 
916 412-4953 or lppbpm@yahoo.com.

pet portrAitS
originAlpet portriAtS
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

rent frozen bev mACHine
rent frozen beverAge mACHine
Celebra te  w i th  Margar i ta  Time!  F rozen 
beverage machine renta l  for  graduat ions, 
weddings, fami ly reunions, part ies for  any 
reason  o r  season .  Ca l l  B ryan  @ (916) 
796-5651.  www.margar i ta t ime.b iz

Land Park News would like 
to hear 

from you!
Do you have an interesting 

story to tell? 
Unusual hobby, collection or 
job? Maybe it’s your 100th 

birthday! Did your child win a 
special award that needs to be 
recognized? Do you have fun/
unusual photos you would like 

to share with the readers?
Do you know someone who 

deserves recognition for 
volunteering?

We want to hear from you.
Land Park News

2709 Riverside Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95818

ryanrose@valcomnews.com

Community news wanted!tAx prepArer
#1 tAx prepArer
25 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax re-
turns including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including allState 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTEC Registered & Bonded. Please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. 
www.taxirene.info

wAnting rentAl
Seeking rentAl
Responsible woman wishes to rent apt/guest/unit/
rooms near Belle Cooledge Library. Please call 
(916) 443-8316.

Get in the calendar

Is your club, group, church, school, or 
organization having an upcoming event? 
Let us know. Send information about your 
event—including date, time, location, a 
brief description, cost (if any), and contact 
information—to Calendar, c/o Valley 
Community Newspapers, 2709 Riverside 
Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818, or e-mail 
ryanrose@valcomnews.com. Deadline 
is one week before publication. Priority is 
given to events that are in the community 
and/or of little or no cost.

May

Bridal gown, prom dress expo
The Sacramento Discovery Shop presents a 
Bridal Gown and Prom Dress Expo featur-
ing fabulous, affordable wedding dresses and 
outfits for mothers-of-the-bride and flower 
girls. Also featured will be prom dresses and 
formals. Proceeds go to the American Can-
cer Society. The Discovery Shop is locat-
ed at 2744 Marconi Ave. The shop is open 
Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. Volunteers are 
need for Friday, Saturday and Sunday. For 
more information, call 484-0227.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free Photo Gallery Show
Come and visit the Marjorie R. Smith 
Walk-Through Gallery located at Colo-
ma Community Center, Sacramento, CA 
95815. Throughout the month of May, 
Christa Harmon, a local photographer, will 
be showing her work in Landscapes and 
Abstractions of Nature. Gallery hours are 
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Receptions are held Friday and Saturday 
from 5-7 p.m. This is a free event.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

African art at Central Library
A special exhibition of traditional African art 
will be on display, now through Sunday, June 
14, at the Central Library, 828 I St., Sacramen-
to. The beauty of African art is simply an ele-
ment of its function.Objects of daily use, such 
as bowls, containers, baskets and boxes, are also 
aesthetically pleasing, being carefully made and 
often beautifully decorated. For more informa-
tion, telephone the Sacramento Public Library 
at 264-2920 or visit www.saclibrary.org.

May 27

Carmichael Oaks Educational Series
Learn about fraud targeted toward seniors 
in this special educational series hosted by 
Carmichael Oaks, 8350 Fair Oaks Blvd., at 
3 p.m. RSVP at (916) 944-2323.

May 28

FOL Board Meeting
There will be a Pocket-Greenhaven Friends 
of the Library board meeting at Lisbon El-
ementary School, 7555 S Land Park Dr., 
from 6:30-8 p.m. and the community is in-
vited to participate.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Volunteer Recruitment Coffee
Want to give back to our community and 
have fun, too?  Become a volunteer at the 
Casa Garden Restaurant, supporting the 
Sacramento Children’s Home, in Cur-
tis Park, since 1974. For more informa-
tion, please join us on Thursday from 9:30 
to 10:30 a.m.  The restaurant is located at 
2760 Sutterville Rd., up the hill from Sac-
ramento City College, off of Highway 99. 
Please RSVP to 452-2809.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Dementia Training
A special learning event on dementia will be 
offered by Primrose Living Fund from 1:30 to 
2:30 p.m. at ACC Park City, 7375 Park City 
Dr. This event will focus on questions and an-
swers concerning the brain. Please RSVP with 
ACC Park City at (916) 393-9026 ext. 222.

May 30

Arts in River Park
Held Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 6151 H St., 
this free event will include exhibits of lo-
cal artisans and organizations, hand-craft-
ed items available for purchase, food, heal-
ing arts, live entertainment and children’s 

hands-on activities. For more information, 
visit www.artsinriverpark.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Annual SPCA Doggy Dash
The Sacramento SPCA will hold its 16th An-
nual Doggy Dash and Bark at the Park Festi-
val.  Registration begins at 7:30 am; run/walk 
begins at 9 am; festival begins at 10 am at Wil-
liam Land Park (Village Green Area).  Regis-
tration is $25 before May 22, $30 thereafter.  
Or form a group and register as a fundraising 
Pack for $40 per person.  Children eight and 
under are free.  Free parking is available at Sac-
ramento City College on Sutterville Road. For 
more information or to register, visit www.ssp-
ca.org/doggydash, call (916) 383-7387, ext. 
9102 or e-mail specialevents@sspca.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fairytale Town Goes Green
Fairytale Town will celebrate its 50th anni-
versary by going “green,” 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
3901 Land Park Drive. Several Sacramento-
area environmental organizations will have 
displays and interactive demonstrations, and 
there will be hands-on educational activi-
ties that teach children to practice responsi-
ble conservation techniques. The event will 
also feature green art -- art made from recy-
cled materials. Admission is $4.50, free for 
children under 2. For more information, call 
808-8886, or visit www.fairytaletown.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

McClatchy Class of 1963 46th 

Year Reunion
To be located at an eight-acre private resi-
dence at 7260 Pocket Rd., the price is $55 
per person in advance or $65.00 at the door. 

The theme is Rock n’ Rollin’ Barn Party with 
Catered BBQ. Guests can dance to “oldies” 
with the Jay Rolerz Band. Clothing is casual. 
The event starts at 5 p.m. and dinner begins 
at 6 p.m. A no-host bar will be available. Also 
available is a reunion photo memory book for 
$20. For more information, call 600-8042.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Effective job search in a tight 

economy
First Christian Church is offering a series 
of free seminars to help people to find work 
and to obtain career counseling. The sem-
inars will be held on Saturdays, beginning 
on May 30. The dates will be: Saturdays, 
May 30, June 6, 13, 20 and 27. Each week 
the sessions will begin at 9:30 a.m. and last 
for approximately 2 hours. First Christian 
Church is located at 3901 Folsom Blvd. Ad-
mission and materials will be offered for free 
as an expression of God’s love. For ques-
tions, or to preregister, call 452-7661.

May 30-31

Chrysanthemum Rooted Cutting Sale
Spiders, Quills, Anemones – hmmm – 
sounds like a list of creepy creatures!  But 
no, they are just some of the 13 chrysanthe-
mum varieties that will be available at the 
Sacramento Chrysanthemum Society’s an-
nual sale May 30 and 31 at the Windmill 
Nursery in Carmichael. The hours for the 
sale are Saturday, May 30, 9 a.m-4 p.m. and 
Sunday, May 31, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Windmill 
Nursery is located at 5750 Windmill Way 
in Carmichael at Manzanita and Windmill 
Way. For more information, call 988-6081.
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June

Pops in the Park
Councilman Steve Cohn and the Pops in 
the Park Committee are pleased to pres-
ent the 15th annual “Pops in the Park” sum-
mer concert series. All concerts are free and 
open to the public and begin at 6:00 p.m. 
Food and beverages will be for sale. Peo-
ple should bring lawn chairs or blankets for 
seating. The concerts are June 6 with the 
“The Q Balls” at East Portal Park, 51st and 
M streets; June 13 with “Aaron King and 
The Imperials” at Glen Hall Park, Sandburg 
and Carlson drives—and a Second Satur-
day showcase featuring Robin Leddy Gius-
tina; June 20 with George Bruno Big Band 
at Bertha Henschel Park, 45th Street and 
Brand Way—also Sidney Pope and Onion 
Awards and wading pool open for free; June 
27 with Kate Gaffney at McKinley Park, 
33rd and H streets. For additional informa-
tion, please visit www.eastsacpopsinthepark.
com or call (916) 808-5240.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Art at SFCA
The Sacramento Fine Arts Center presents 
”Inner Views” from June 9 through June 27. 
The event is sponsored by the Northern 
California Arts. The show will present orig-
inal artwork by local artists. Visit the Sacra-
mento Fine Arts Center at 5330-B Gibbons 
Dr., Carmichael. Visit them online at www.
sacfinearts.org.

June 1

Deadheading at Dusk
The Old City Cemetery Committee will be 
at the Historic Rose Garden tidying up the 
spent flowers on from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  We 
will be offering instruction on how to do it 
and serve light refreshments. Visitors may 
park across the street from the 10th Street 
Gate and meet at the cemetery entrance. For 
information, please call (916) 448-0811.

June 2

Casa Garden Wine Social
Held at  the Casa Garden Res-
taurant , 2760 Sutterv i l le  Rd . , 
the Wine Social  wi l l  be  on Tues-
day at  11:30 a .m. Sample wine and 
hors  d ’oeuvres  and l i sted to speak-
er  Tripp Harrison as  a  he describes 
“ Becoming a  Sommelier.” Harri-
son is  the sommelier  at  Biba’s . En-
trée selections are  Chicken Sono-
ra or  Asian Noodles  with Chicken 
and Vegetables . The dessert  wi l l  be 
Strawberry Margarita  Torte. Tick-
ets  at  $16 per  person and include 
tax and gratuity. Tables  can be re-
served for  parties  of  6  or  more and 
one form of  payment for  group. For 
reservations, cal l  452-2809.

June 3

Understanding memory loss, 

part 2
In the second of a special two-part learning 
series sponsored by Sunrise Assisted Liv-
ing, part 2 focuses on resources for diagnosis 
and treatment and innovations in research. 
The event will be held at the Carmichael Li-
brary, 5605 Marconi Ave. from 5-6:30 p.m.

June 4

Pocket Coalition Meeting
Please join Councilmember Robbie Wa-
ters and Neighborhood Services staff 
Thursday from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Mar-

Franchises Available | MassageEnvy.com | Convenient Hours. 

Dad. The Big Guy. The voice of reason who taught you to be smart with 
your money. For all that he’s done, return the favor this Father’s Day with 
a perfectly affordable gift from Massage Envy. Our professional massage 
therapists will make Dad feel revitalized and completely relaxed. And we’re 
open weeknights and weekends, so he can enjoy a massage after a long 
day in the office, before his weekend workout– whenever it’s most convenient 
for him. One-hour massage sessions are only $ * for first-time guests, or 
take care of Dad all year long with a gift membership. Give Dad the gift he 
deserves– the gift of relaxation from Massage Envy.

$PERFECTLY 
AFFORDABLE GIFTS 
STARTING AT juST

2007 Massage Envy Ltd., LLC.

A RELAXING 
ONE-HOuR
 MASSAGE:

THE PERFECT 
FATHER’S DAY GIFT.

(916) 391-ENVY (3689)

Open 7 days. M-F 8am-10pm, Sat 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-6pm

*Valid for first one hour session which consists of a 50-minute massage and time for consultation and dressing. Prices subject to change.
Rates and services may vary by location. Additional local taxes and fees may apply.  © 2009 Massage Envy Limited, LLC.

POCKET
990 Florin Road

49
49

Next to Nugget Market

tin Luther King Jr. School multi-pur-
pose room, 480 Little River Way, to get 
ideas and share strategies. There will be a 
question and answer session with Officer 
Bill Hutcheon from City Code Enforce-
ment (Pocket Area). Bring your questions 
on overgrown lawns, junk & debris, ga-
rage sales, fruit vendors, old cars, drive-
ways, fences, RV’s, trailers, vacant hous-
es and more. They’re creating a network 
in the Pocket area, asking all Neighbor-
hood Associations and Neighborhood 
Watch groups to join them. Want to start 
a Neighborhood Association or Neigh-
borhood Watch? This is a great place to 
begin!

June 6

Learn to cool home efficiently
A SMUD Energy Specialists will pro-
vide information about your home’s 
energy efficiency possibilities and rec-
ommend strategies to help you keep 
cool during the hot Sacramento sum-
mer. Held at the SMUD Customer 
Service Center, 6301 S St. in the Ru-
bicon Meeting Room, the workshop 
will run from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. The 
workshop is free. Class size is limited 
and pre-registration is required. Cus-
tomers can register online at smud.
org, e-mail etcmail@smud.org, or call 
732-6738. For more information, e-

mail Paul Gillaspy at pgillas@smud.
org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Consumer computer class
Held Saturday at 10:15 a.m. at the 
Central Library, 828 I St., is the forum 
“Medical Information on the Internet.”  
Attendees will learn to find medical in-
formation they can trust and become 
better health consumers. The class will 
cover several medical online and library 
databases which have current medical 
information, video footage, diagrams 
and articles that can further augment 
consumers’ medical and health infor-
mation needs.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community Father’s Appreciation Fair
The third annual Community Father’s 
Appreciation Fair will take place at 
Riverside Wesleyan Church, 6449 Riv-
erside Blvd., from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
There will be cars, boats, trucks, U.S. 
Army, Marines and Navy, kid’s face 
painting, bounce house, food, West-
ern Martial Arts Academy demonstra-
tions, Lexus of Roseville, Sacramento 
Sierra Red Cross, Hubacher Cadillac, 
live music by the “Riverside Rockers,” 
and more. Would you like to show your 
special car, boat or truck?  Call 391-
9845 to reserve your space. There is no 
fee to participate.
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individuals have been given 
a new start at the sanctuary, 
where they can live out their 
remaining days,” stated the 
Born Free USA Web site.

The Sanctuary rescues and 
cares for baboons, macaques 
and vervets for the remain-
der of the animals’ lives. The 
primates live in free-range 
groups with natural enclo-
sures on several acres, choos-
ing their food, friends and ac-
tivities much as they would in 
the wild. 

Wycoff has been with the 
organization for 29 years now 
and doesn’t plan to retire any-
time soon. His role is a sup-
port services associate and he 

handles administration duties 
as well as adoption packets.

“ When I got out of  high 
school, I  started working 
for the organization as 
a summer job and never 
left ,” Wycoff  said . “ When 
I was a l ittle kid I always 
l iked animals. It  turned 
into a full-time job.”

There are different sponsor-
ship programs made to fit ev-
eryone’s budget. For $52 – $1 
a week – food, care and re-
habilitation for the adoptive 
friend is provided at the Sanc-
tuary for a full year. Patrons 
are supplied with an Adoptive 

Primates: Group has saved 
more than 500 monkeys
Continued from page 3

See Monkey, page 27

Photo courtesy
This primate, “Mig,” was adopted and sponsored through Born Free USA. 
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Welcome Kit, including a biography 
and photo of their primate, a Certifi-
cate of Adoption and the Sanctuary’s 
semi-annual newsletter, “The Primate 
Post.” 

Other sponsorship opportunities 
include “Going Bananas,” which costs 
$15 and provides a primate with a 
box of bananas. For $25, sponsors 

pay for a 50-pound bag of nuts for 
the animals, hence the program’s 
name, “Going Nuts.” Donations are 
tax deductible. 

Besides the direct care of  pri-
mates at the sanctuary, Born Free 
USA (united with Animal Pro-
tection Institute) proactively 
protects monkeys and other wild 

animals through public educa-
tion, legislative advocacy, media, 
grassroots organizing and litiga-
tion. 

They are currently involved in 
groundbreaking litigation against 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum and Bai-
ley Circus for its mistreatment of el-
ephants. The trial began Feb. 4.

“Funds are tight for everyone 
right now,” Wycoff said. “But the 
animals need help, too. They don’t 
have their own voice.”

For more information, visit www.born-
freeusa.org or call 447-3085 to adopt a 
primate.

Monkey: Primate ‘adoptions’ can occur online via www.bornfreeusa.org
Continued from page 26



Visit Our Web Site: www.windermeredunniganrealtors.com

4215 Freeport Blvd.
454-5753

OPPORTUNITY AWAITS
A duplex with all the charm of Land Park and the feel of your 
own home.  The larger side offers 4 bedrooms and 2 baths with 
2400 square feet. This side features a large formal living room, 
hardwood floors, corner fireplace and a second fireplace in the 
dining room. The smaller side features over 1300 square feet and 
is just as charming! See www.1526-8thAve.com $775,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715
GEOFF ZIMMERMAN 454-5753

RARE OPPORTUNITY
The interior is freshly painted. A spacious entry wel-
comes you to a large living room featuring a pretty 
fireplace. The remodeled kitchen overlooks family 
room w/ skylight, fireplace and wonderful view of 
the sparkling pool. Hobby room features loads of 
storage and pull out table. Hardwood floors through-
out. See www.1305LucioLn.com $525,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-971

NEW ON MARKET
The lush front yard landscaping is just a hint of things to 
come! Step into the living room with an exceptional fire-
place. Nice sized dining room leads to remodeled kitchen 
with garden window. Spacious breakfast nook features 
corner leaded glass cabinet. Pretty windows throughout, 
recessed ceilings. Don't miss light bright bonus room in 
backyard! See www.2501-11thAvenue.com $410,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

VERY CHARMING
Updated Tudor-style home. Single story, 3Bd/2Ba on 
private tree-lined street. Lot has mature shrubs and floral 
beds. Formal LR & DR. Dining room overlooks back 
yard and gardens and features French doors to patio area. 
Separate, private master suite. Electric gate to driveway. 
Smartly updated with wood floors, 5 yr old counter tops.  
See 272712thstreet.2cmyhome.com $629,000

PATTY BAETA 806-7761

LAND PARK SPANISH
From curbside to inside you will fall in love with this 3-4bd 
2 bath home. With its classic 1920's Spanish design and 
touches and electrical, plumbing, kitchen, A/C and sewer 
line upgrades, this home offers timeless architecture with 
modern conveniences. Beautiful refinished hardwood floors 
throughout. This home has a 1/4 basement and a family 
room. See www.LandParkSpanishHome.com $585,000

DAWN O’CONNOR ROWE 799-4835

SOUTH LAND PARK
Spacious and open living areas look out to the private gated 
courtyard area that surround the home with beautifully 
landscaped grounds. The remodeled kitchen features newer 
cabinetry and appliances, granite counters and tile floor. 
Features a brick fireplace in the living room as well as the 
master suite.  See www.Windermere.com $525,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

WELCOME HOME!
Enjoy the expansive living room w/refinished hardwood floors, 
loads of light & brick fireplace. Entertaining is a breeze w/oversized 
dining room & updated kitchen complete w/island & loads of pretty 
cabinetry. Downstairs bed & bath is perfect for guests. Master suite 
features loads of light & walk-in closet. Don't miss the large basement 
& 3 car garage. See www.3165LandParkDr.com $725,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

SPACIOUS HALFPLEX
A dream house to entertain in - it is open and 
inviting.  Each bedroom has its own full bath. 
Floor to ceiling brick fireplace in family room 
with built in bookshelves.  The spacious kitchen 
has tons of counter space. 3300 square feet 
of living space. See www.34 PiniosRiverCT.
view24hours.com $399,900

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

BUILDERS OWN HOME
Quality throughout!  Extremely quiet cul-de-
sac with only 2 homes. Open floor plan. Large 
bedrooms. Newer roof, windows, appliances, 
HVAC, wood laminate flooring, light fixtures, 
pellet stove fireplace insert & more! Gorgeous 
yard with pretty covered patio.  See www.6Riv
ermeadCt.2cmyhome.com $419,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

1915 BUNGALOW
This cute bungalow still maintains the eras charm with 
hardwood floors, coved ceilings, living room fireplace, 
built-in cabinets and secretary. You will appreciate the 
remodeled kitchen w/ updated appliances, charming cabi-
nets and eating area that overlooks the manicured yard and 
deck. CH&A, newer roof and decorator colors throughout. 
See www.3235serraway.view24hours.com $299,900

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495


