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By BENN HODAPP
Land Park News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

Growing up in the Sac-
ramento area, the late sum-
mer has always meant three 
things: my birthday, the start 
of the school year and the 
California State Fair.

It seems like this year there 
was less hoopla about its ar-
rival than normal. Usually the 
radio is full of cartoon cows 
and over-the-top farmer car-
icatures telling us to “get on 
down to Cal Expo” and what 
not. Maybe because of the 
economic situation they fig-
ured they didn’t want to spend 
the money to advertise.

However, I went this past 
Sunday and it looks as though 
the fair is doing just fine de-
spite the times. There were 
people all over the place. Sure, 
it probably helped that it was 
80 degrees and breezy, the sort 
of day Sacramentans can only 
imagine in their most fevered 
dreams come late August, but 
I was surprised nonetheless.

First, I walked through the 
buildings with all the animals. 
A sheep voiced its displea-
sure at being sheared, a horse 
whinnied spectacularly and a 
Corgi sat alone behind bars. 
It was somewhat odd to see a 
little dog there, but it was get-
ting plenty of love from the 
passersby.   It was not an espe-
cially captivating time to walk 
by the pigs, as roughly 90 per-
cent of them were sprawled 
out on their sides, complete-
ly oblivious to the fact that I 
wanted to talk to them and 
perhaps coax an oink. Selfish 
pigs... 

As you can imagine, the 
aroma of the animal tent is 
not terribly pleasant, which is 
why I was shocked to see so 
many people eating in there. I 
don’t want my curly fries mix-
ing with that particular set 

of notes, but more power to 
those people I suppose.

Among the attractions at 
the fair this year is Harley, 
a pig that weighs more than 
1,000 pounds and stands four 
feet tall. I paid the dollar to 
get in, but he too was sleep-
ing. The enormity of him was 
quite apparent, though. He 
was roughly the size of a Fiat.  

Obviously one of the main 
reasons to go to the fair is the 
simply outlandish array of 
horrifyingly fatty foods that 
are slathered, greased, iced, 
barbecued and then deep-
fried for your enjoyment (or 
peril). Stop one for me was a 
corn dog. It was the size of a 
yardstick, but I considered it 
a warm up.

Later I had a Philly chees-
esteak that apparently re-
quires an advanced physics 
degree to eat properly. Even-
tually I just employed the 
shovel method. It entails basi-
cally getting the item into my 
mouth as quickly as possible 
with utter disregard for clean-
liness or self-respect.

But what about dessert? I 
can’t walk away from the fair 
without completing the tri-
umvirate of tastiness.

So I got a churro. The lady 
vendor gave me the lame duck 
of the bunch, which immedi-
ately broke in half when she 
handed it to me. I caught the 
broken northern shard on its 
way to the ground. I am pret-
ty sure the lady was impressed 
at my ability to not allow food 
to become garbage.

As always, I walked through 
the exhibition buildings with 
award-winning art pieces and 
photographs and quilts and 
absurdly fluffy bunnies. Then 
through the myriad of Billy 
Mays wannabes peddling their 
wares complete with headset 
and astonishingly loud speak-
ers. I even saw a few people 
walking around with Sham-

Wows. I summarily went on 
a 15-minute hunt for Sham-
Wow spokesman Vince, but 
alas, he was not there.

The county exhibits were 
neat, though between you, me 
and a hole in the ground, I was 
pretty disappointed in Sacra-
mento County’s display. Who 
is that person in the rocking 
chair for seemingly no reason? 
When you go, you’ll see it. If 
you are confused and slightly 
unhappy, don’t worry – Tulare 
County will make you feel a lit-
tle bit better. When you see the 
animatronic cow, do not meet 
its gaze. I hear it feeds on souls 
and the tears of children. 

All in all, it was the full fair 
experience. I even spent five 
bucks playing that fixed bas-
ketball game where the ball 
is bigger than the hoop. I am 
surprised the lady didn’t just 
laugh in my face when I hand-
ed her my money. Oh well, I 
didn’t need the 6-foot-tall 
Rottweiler anyway.          

Special column: Hodapp out and about

The sights, sounds and smells of the California State Fair

Land Park News Photo/Benn Hodapp
For more information on the 2009 California State Fair, visit www.bigfun.org. The fair runs from August 21 to Sept. 7.
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By ART GERMAN
Land Park News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

Duplicate bridge players at the Hart 
Senior Center in midtown Sacramen-
to are heating up for their biggest par-
ty ever on Monday, Sept. 14, an event 
that will fall just two weeks before long-
time bridge director Paul Sheridan ac-
tually marks his 100th birthday.

South Land Park resident Sheridan 
will receive honors and accolades at the 
center from bridge players, friends and 
notable city officials for his four de-
cades of service to the bridge program 
and his generally inspiring approach to 
the game as part of his life in general.

More than cards
Bridge—particularly duplicate 

bridge—sometimes provokes noisy 
disputes among the players, but Sher-
idan has made it a rule never to allow 
any of that in the games he supervises.

“I have always expected everyone to 
be respectful to all other bridge play-
ers,” he said. “Bridge is a highly com-
petitive game, but we all make mis-
takes and we can’t take them out on 
the other players.”

Bowing reluctantly to the weight of 
his years, Sheridan stepped down as 
director a year ago, but he continues to 
play at the senior center weekly, part-
nering with his successor as the pro-
gram’s leader – Joe McCormick.  The 
two, with help from other participants, 
work together to prepare the room for 
the bridge games and distribute cards 
and other materials to all players. 

Duplicate bridge differs from ordi-
nary party bridge by requiring the play-
ers to preserve the hands they’re dealt 
and pass them on after each round to 
the next team, who then play with the 

same hands as their predecessors at the 
table.  In this way, the scores are based on 
points awarded for actual results with 
the same hands that others hold.  Poor 
scores can’t be blamed on poor cards.

I had my first encounter with du-
plicate bridge on a cruise ship when I 
was a total novice and was assigned to 
an emotional man who went banan-
as when I led from a king, and loud-
ly accused me of being an idiot.  The 
bridge director rushed over, and of-
fered to relieve my partner by volun-
teering to make me her partner.  But 
I declined and spent the rest of the 
cruise doing things other than bridge.

Sheridan, admired by all for an un-
flappable spirit of fair play that has re-
mained intact over the years, admits to 
having had spats with players on occa-
sions.  He recalled that one involved a 
man who was ejected after emphati-
cally calling Sheridan a “liar.” The ac-
tion was quickly upheld after a hear-
ing by the senior center director.  

He also keeps up with another long-
time non-bridge diversion—bowl-
ing—playing regularly and maintain-
ing an average that was chalked up 
recently at a very respectable 133, es-
pecially for someone in his 90s.  He 
was the first president of Clubhouse 
55, a bowling league set up by South 
Land Park Bowl on Freeport Boule-
vard in the early 1970s.

The game of life
A native of Oakland, Sheridan 

graduated from UC Berkeley and em-
barked on a 40-year career as an en-
gineer for the state Division of High-
ways, rising to the level of principal 
engineer before retiring in 1971. He 
was assigned first to the Marysville 
district office and later to state head-

quarters in Sacramento.  In 1964, he 
and his wife Eleanor bought a brand-
new ranch-style home on 13th Ave-
nue where he still lives by himself.  
His son and three daughters make 
their homes outside the Sacramento 
area; one of them, Paula, a chemist, 
currently resides in Japan.

Eleanor became seriously ill in the 
mid-1990s, and had to discontinue 
playing bridge.  She died in 2000.

For more than 10 years after El-
eanor fell ill, Sheridan’s bridge part-
ner was College Greens area resi-
dent Dorothy Johnson, a widow just 
one year younger than him.  She died 
two years ago and Joe McCormick has 
taken over, both as Sheridan’s partner 
as well as the duplicate bridge direc-
tor, the role that Sheridan had held 
for many years.

Approaching the age of 100, Sheri-
dan has adapted to the cyberspace age 
by setting up a small computer room 
annex where he keeps in touch with 
numerous friends and relatives.  He 
also maintains a weekly log of his day-
to-day life, e-mailing copies to his cor-
respondents and fielding responses to 
the many who contact him regularly.

These letters augment a 20,000-
word biography that he entitled 
“Memories” and sent to family mem-
bers around the country.

These days, after falling off a ladder 
in his garage and having two hips re-
placed, Sheridan finds he has many 
friends who help him in Sacramento 
and he also can still take care of him-
self.

“I may dip into a lot of frozen din-
ners,” he said. “But it’s still doable.”

Know your neighbor

Soon-to-be centenarian is ‘bridge’ across generations

Land Park News Photo/Art German
South Land Park resident Paul Sheridan will mark his 100th birthday at the end of September. He is a 
well-known bridge player and active member of the community.
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By BENN HODAPP
Land Park News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

You may have never 
heard of  the small town of 
Pulaski, let alone which 
state it’s in. It is a place 
that is home to roughly 
9,000 people in the west-
ern part of  Virginia. But 
don’t look for third base-
man Vinnie Catricala’s 
name on the list of  hom-
eowners there; he’s just 
passing through.  

Catricala grew up in 
the Pocket area, playing 
baseball from the age of 
five for the Pocket Little 
League. Like so many oth-
er kids, Catricala seem-
ingly played baseball from 
a young age because that’s 
what you do growing up.

“ I remember playing 
baseball in the backyard 
with my grandpa and dad 
when I was really young,” 
he said.

He was part of  some 
championship caliber 
teams in his Little League 
days, but it wasn’t until 
high school when he re-
alized he might be pretty 
good at this whole baseball 
thing.  He went to Carmi-
chael ’s Jesuit High School 
in Sacramento where he 
starred as the team’s third 
baseman. Despite Jesuit’s 
long-standing athletic ex-
cellence, it was not base-
ball that drew him there.

“ I went to Jesuit and he 
was going to go there any-
way,” Vinnie’s father Da-
vid said.  

While at Jesuit, Vinnie 
drew interest from MLB 
teams, much to his sur-
prise. After his senior sea-
son ended, Catricala was 
drafted in the 50th round 
by the Cleveland Indians.

“ I actually had no idea 
(that I was good enough 
to go pro) until I got draft-
ed,” he said. “ When it hap-
pened I started to think I 
might have a chance.”

He now had a decision 
to make. Go pro in the In-
dians’ farm system or take 
the scholarship he earned 
to the University of  Ha-
waii. His decision was 
never really in doubt.  

To the big leagues

Local slugger selected by Seattle Mariners in draft

Photo courtesy www.cougardavecentral.com
Vinnie Catricala grew up in the Pocket area, playing baseball for Jesuit High 
School. Now he’s making a name for himself in the big leagues.

“ I didn’t think I was 
ready to go pro,” he said. 
“ I knew I had some ma-
turing to do and that col-
lege would make me bet-
ter.”

Life for an athlete in 
Hawaii is not a bad one, 
which likely comes as a 
surprise to no one. 

“ They don’t have any 
pro teams (in Hawaii) so 
the college teams are huge 
there,” David said. “ They 
are treated like kings.”

“Everyone knows who 
you are,” Vinnie said. “ It’s 
good weather all year 
round. We’re in shorts 
most of  the time.”

In three years at Ha-
waii, Catricala blasted 
20 home runs (T-4th in 
school history) including 
13 in his junior season. 
That was all MLB scouts 
needed to see.  Vinnie was 
drawing interest from a 
number of  teams, most 
heavily from the Wash-
ington Nationals, Atlan-
ta Braves and Cleveland 
Indians...again. He was 
brought in by the Giants 
(his favorite team grow-
ing up along with the A’s) 
and Dodgers for work-
outs leading up to the 
draft. The enormity of 
the situation was not lost 
on Vinnie.

“ It’s weird to think,” he 
said before a brief  pause. 
“You see these places on 
TV and in magazines, 
but actually being on the 
field in those stadiums 
was crazy. I was think-
ing ‘ This is where Bar-
ry Bonds hit the record-
breaking home run’. It’s 
definitely surreal.”  

When the MLB Draft 
came along on June 9, 
Vinnie was rumored to 
go as high as the third 
round according to Da-
vid. Vinnie was expect-
ing to go more around 
the 10th. The first nine 
rounds went by without 
his name being called, but 
come the 10th he didn’t 
have to wait long.

With the 293rd pick 
the Seattle Mariners se-
lected “ Vincent” Catri-
cala, the second player 
taken in the 10th round. 

There was excitement all 
around from the family 
when his name appeared 
on the draft ticker, but the 
destination left a lot of 
people surprised. It’s not 
that Vinnie had a problem 
with the Mariners, he was 
just shocked because they 
had had such little contact 
with him beforehand.

“ I met their scout in Ha-
waii, but I wasn’t expect-
ing them to pick me,” Vin-
nie said. “ There were a 
bunch of  teams who were 
more in contact with me.”

On June 19, Vinnie 
signed with the Mariners, 
leaving behind one year of 
eligibility at the college 
level. This time he was in-
deed ready.

So now he finds him-
self  in Pulaski as a pro-
fessional baseball player. 
A player who was draft-
ed not once by a Major 
League Baseball team, but 
rather twice. So far he has 
posted a .288 batting av-
erage with 6 home runs 
and 27 runs batted in for 
the Pulaski Mariners of 
the Rookie Appalachian 
League.

Life in the minors seems 
to be suiting Vinnie pret-
ty well. It is a lifestyle 
of  baseball, baseball and 
baseball.

“ There’s nothing much 
else to do in these small 
towns we go to but play 
baseball, but I guess that’s 
kind of  the point,” he said. 
“ The days are long and it 
feels like you’re asleep for 
five minutes then you’re 
up again. The body can 
handle it, but it can be 
tough on the mind.”

Vinnie’s Mariners are 
in the midst of  a stretch 
of  57 games in 60 days, 
a schedule different than 
any he has played be-
fore. A Major League type 
schedule.  It wasn’t so 
long ago that Tampa Bay 
Rays third baseman Evan 
Longoria was in a simi-
lar situation. Vinnie said 
that he tries to emulate 
him. If  he succeeds in do-
ing so, big league pitchers 
will wish he had stayed a 
little while longer in little 
old Pulaski, Va.

w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m
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document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

(916)455-1880

rebuilding together

Vision: All homeowners in our community live 

in a safe, healthy & efficient home.

www.rebuildingtogethersacramento.org

safe at home Fall preven-
tion program

Call to schedule a safety assessment of your home! 
FREE or for-a-fee depending on eligibility

• grab bars • hand rails • night lights 
• smoke detectors • shower stools 
• Fabrication of outdoor railings

Residential Care Facility
for the Elderly now accepting 

applications for residents.
Let us care for your loved ones.

Woods Retreat

woods retreat

owner-operated (916) 421-5845

state lic #340306720

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

transition/relocation

home saFetY

4050 Walnut Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

aegis of carmichael

assisted living/memory care

(916) 972-1313
lic #347001686

www.aegisliving.com

We’re the people who 
make life better.

a retirement communitY

(916) 427-1133
Spacious One Bedrooms
Full Kitchens and Patios

Starting at $1,395
Equal Housing Opportunity

Lic# 347001396

Merrill Gardens
at greenhaven

A one of a kind retirement community

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

special alzheimer’s living

Certified Care (916) 753-1491

loving companions

“Assisted living” in the privacy 
& comfort of your home

Affordable rates, 1-24 hours/day

Your services are needed
call melissa todaY to place Your ad

(916) 429-9901

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Land Park News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

For a place that is five decades 
old, Fairytale Town sure has kept its 
youthful luster.

Fairytale Town, a historic Land 
Park landmark cherished by many 
people of all ages, will celebrate a ma-
jor milestone Aug. 29 as the popular 
children’s park turns 50 years old.

Fountain of youth
One individual who has many memo-

ries about the creation and early years of the 
non-profit Fairytale Town, which is located 
on city property at 3901 Land Park Drive 
in William Land Park, is longtime Fairytale 
Town board member Shirley Plant.

Plant said that the road to the cre-
ation of the nursery rhymes and fai-
rytale-themed Fairytale Town with 
its live animals such as turtles, piglets, 
rabbits, a Shetland pony, a donkey and 
a cow and small play sets began “more 
or less through Clarence Breuner.”

“(Breuner) wanted to do some-
thing for the children of Sacramen-
to and particularly to associate them 
with farm animals and other things 
and sort of give them information that 
they might not otherwise have,” Plant 
said. “(Breuner) asked Helen Mering 
(who was working public relations for 
Breuner at Breuner’s furniture store in 
Sacramento) to seek out some projects. 
She researched some children’s parks – 
and there were several around in ar-
eas surrounding Sacramento – and she 
suggested that that was the way to go.”

Plant added that Breuner anony-
mously gave Mering $3,000 for the 
purpose of seeing that the then-pro-
jected $50,000 project was initiated.

Mering then presented the idea to 
the Sacramento Junior League, who 
took on the project.

Among the members of the project’s in-
vestigating committee was Plant, who said 
that she spent much time in the commu-
nity determining what the feasibility of 
the project would be and what mission 
and future it would have in Sacramento.

“In due course, we settled all those 
questions and we went forward with 
it and got the anonymous funding 
from Breuner,” Plant recalled.

A major step toward the creation of 
Fairytale Town occurred on Sept. 30, 

Fairytale Town to celebrate 50th anniversary Aug. 29 
Fundraising event to include 1950s-themed attractions, all-you-can-eat ice cream

Land Park News File Photo/Lance Armstrong 
Young children stand outside the main gate of Fairytale Town, which will celebrate its 50th anniversary 
on Aug. 29.

See 50 years, page 9
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1955, when the Junior League present-
ed a proposal for a fairytale-themed 
children’s park, similar to Children’s 
Fairyland in Oakland and Pixie Woods 
in Stockton, be built in Sacramento.

Although much of the excitement of 
such parks at the time were stirred by 
the 1955 opening of Disneyland, these 
pair of parks actually predate Walt 
Disney’s famous adventure land.

During the council meeting, council-
member Frank Seymour said, “I think 
(the children’s park proposal) is a splendid 
idea. I have watched with considerable in-
terest the development of similar projects 
in other cities and have hoped some orga-
nization would take hold of the idea here.”

The proposal, which was out-
lined and presented by Junior League 
Chairperson Beth Grebitus, proved to 
be a success as the council agreed to 
give the project “full consideration.”

Grebitus was later named president 
of the Fairytale Town community cor-
poration board, which first met at the 
Hotel Senator on April 12, 1956.

With the formation of this corpo-
ration, the Junior League withdrew 
from participation in the project.

City supports village
In an effort to secure additional public 

funding, a miniature model reproduction 
of the then-future Fairytale Town was cre-
ated and displayed during the 1957 State 
Fair inside the Counties Building on the 
former Stockton Boulevard fairgrounds.

Included in the display were Cinderel-
la’s pumpkin coach, the Three Little Pigs, 
Farmer Brown’s barn, King Arthur’s cas-
tle, Hiawatha’s teepee and a pirate ship. 
Overall, a children’s theater and 16 play 
sets – most of which were designed 
by Georgianna Else – depicting nurs-
ery rhymes and fairytale landmarks and 
characters were scheduled to be complet-
ed prior to the park’s opening.

The following year, The Sacramen-
to Bee reported that about $60,000 
had been raised for the construction 
of Fairytale Town on a two and a half-
acre site at William Land Park.

Leading this drive was Marge Reid, 
who had replaced Grebitus, who had 
resigned from her position as presi-
dent of the Fairytale Town communi-
ty corporation board.

Fundraising continued until the time 
of the park’s opening and beyond, as Fai-
rytale Town opened on Aug. 29, 1959, 
despite needing about $10,000 dollars 
to meet its $75,000 goal for comple-
tion. The total cost of the project, how-
ever, eventually reached $107,000.

The park was officially opened follow-
ing a ceremony, in which Reid handed a 
golden key to Mayor Clarence Azevedo, 
who officially opened Fairytale Town by 
walking across the moat bridge with lo-
cal 3-year-old, Theresa Anne Michaels.

The following day, The Bee reported 
that within the first hour of the playland’s 
opening, more than 400 adults and chil-
dren had “steamed across the magic moat 
to enter the make-believe world.”

For fun and family
Since this opening day when 5,692 

children visited Fairytale Town, thou-
sands upon thousands of children have 
arrived at this children’s park, where 
countless fond memories have been born 
as many dreams have become a reality. 

Plant estimates that at least 12 mil-
lion children have visited Fairytale Town 
since its opening and added that it is en-
joyable to see earlier generations of peo-
ple return to the park as adults.

“We’re on our fourth generation of 
children coming to the park and it’s 
nice to see their parents and grandpar-
ents, who remember when they ran the 
crooked mile,” Plant said.

Although many sets of Fairytale 
Town have remained virtually the same, 
the children’s park has undergone vari-
ous changes since its early years.

Among these changes are the additions 
of the Old Man in the Shoe slide in 1968, a 
roof addition to King Arthur’s Castle in the 
early 1980s, the Safe and Super Halloween 
weekend in 1986, Jack and the Beanstalk in 
1997, the renovation of Sherwood Forest 
in 2003 and the yellow brick road leading 

to the stone archway at the entrance to the 
playland during the past two years.

And of course, one of the major 
landmark additions to the children’s 
park was the placement of Humpty 
Dumpty atop the archway in 1962.

Fairytale Town Executive Direc-
tor Kathy Fleming – who said that 
she prefers the title, “Fairy Godmoth-
er” – said that although the Humpty 
Dumpty of Fairytale Town never had 
a great fall, he has been stolen sever-
al times, but fortunately has made his 
way back home each time.

50 years young
In honor of Humpty Dumpty, Fairytale 

Town will present another Aug. 29 event, 
Humpty Dumpty’s Birthday Party, which 
will be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Thinking back on the history of Fai-
rytale Town, Fleming said that reaching 
the half-century mark at this “magical 
land for the kids” is a great achievement.

“It’s really quite an accomplishment 
that we have made it this long,” Fleming 
said. “But what’s nice is it’s also very much 
the same place that it was 50 years ago. 
And we invite everybody in Sacramento 
and beyond to come to Fairytale Town 
to help make our 50th anniversary the 
most magical anniversary it could be and 
to celebrate a community treasure.”

For additional information about Fai-
Fairytale Town in 
East Sac?

Original 
site was 
East Portal 
Park

Junior League Chairperson 
Beth Grebitus originally an-
nounced that a site for the pro-
posed children’s park had been 
selected at East Portal Park at 
51st and M streets in East Sac-
ramento.

Only four days following the 
announcement of the proposed 
site, residents living near the 
park began gathering signatures 
in opposition of the playland’s 
potential location.

These residents cited that in-
creased traffic, lack of parking 
and additional noise caused by 
the children’s park would be 
detrimental to the neighbor-
hood.

During the following two days, 
the East Portal Park Association 
was formed and more than 500 
signatures of those opposing the 
proposed site were gathered.

Less than a month later, the 
city council parks and recre-
ation committees recommended 
that Fairytale Town be located 
at William Land Park.

The recommendation led to 
the council’s decision to accept 
the proposal.

- Lance Armstrong

Celebrate Fairytale Town at 50
In honor of the park’s 1959 opening, a fundraising event, 

called Crystal Rockin’ Royal 50th Anniversary Bash!, will 
present themes of the 1950s with live music by the Tune-
Ups, a female barbershop quartet performance, a vin-
tage car display presented by the California Automobile 
Museum (formerly Towe Auto Museum), dancing, hula 
hoop and yo-yo demonstrations, an Elvis impersonator 
appearance and all-you-can eat Crystal ice cream.

Guests are encouraged to wear 1950s-themed cos-
tumes such as rolled up jeans, poodle skirts and leather 
jackets, if the weather is not too hot.

Advance tickets for the Aug. 29 event, which will be 
held from 5 to 9 p.m., are available for $19.59/adults, 
$5/children, ages 3-12 and free/children, ages 2 and 
younger. Day of event ticket prices will be sold for $25/
adults and $10/children, ages 3-12.

The event will present an opportunity for many peo-
ple to reminisce about their memories of Fairytale 
Town, while observing new visitors as they create their 
own first-time memories.

- Lance Armstrong

Photo courtesy of Fairytale Town
One of the original play sets constructed at Fairytale Town was King Arthur’s castle.

50 years: Youth lives on at park
Continued from page 8
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By ELIZABETH VALENTE
Land Park News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

Sacramento City Unified 
School District’s new super-
intendent, Jonathan Ray-
mond, says he feels energized 
after his four-day visit to Sac-
ramento last week. During 
his brief visit, the 48-year-old 
former chief accountability 
officer from Charlotte-Meck-
lenburg Schools in North 
Carolina was introduced to 
staff and community groups 
along with city Mayor Kevin 
Johnson and state Sen. Dar-
rell Steinberg.

Raymond, who was cho-
sen for the position in late 
July, reported for his first day 
on the job on Friday, August 
21. He will lead a district that 
serves 48,132 Kindergarten-
through-12th graders. Land 
Park News writer Elizabeth 
Valente had an opportuni-
ty to catch up with the new 
superintendent for a one-
on-one interview to find out 
what his plans are for the dis-
trict schools.

Q: Along with visiting the 
various schools, staff, teach-
ers, and students, you also 
plan to spend your first 100 
days meeting community 

groups discussing plans for 
the urban district. Who ex-
actly and why?
A: I plan to meet up with 
members from the Lati-
no, African-American, and 
Asian/Pacific Islander com-
munity. It’s important that we 
understand the diverse tapes-
try of our community; its di-
verse culture, language, histo-
ry and ideas. If we are tasked 
with the responsibility of ed-
ucating our children then we 
need to be engaging in all of 
our communities.
I also plan to meet with gov-
ernment and non-profit busi-
nesses. I have a non-profit 

background and these agen-
cies have the expertise and 
leverage as part of the com-
munity. Instead of trying to 
replicate what they are doing, 
we need to develop a relation-
ship so we can leverage their 
strength and expertise.

Q: With your MBA degree 
and law background, do you 
plan to run the school district 
as a corporate business? 
A: It’s about educating all 
children and that work takes 
place in schools and in class-
rooms. So our job is to build 
the support and capacity so 
that there is excellent student 
learning and teaching in all of 
our schools. But, we also have 
to remember we are a half bil-
lion-dollar business. We need 
to run efficiently and effec-
tively and we need to be held 
accountable for educating our 
children. We are “the public 
school district.”

Q: Is one of your goals to 
bring in more students into 
the district and if so, how? 
What are other goals you 
plan to implement in the 
school district?
A: I want to see our schools 
grow and be the beacon of ex-
cellence. Sacramento has a 
rich community and group of 

parents and community mem-
bers that are hungry to be en-
gaged. The city has an ener-
gy and passion for educating 
all their children and it is a 
wealth that I tend to tap into 
and we as a school district 
we’ll be engaged with. I sup-
port merit pay for teachers, 
charter schools, and I hope to 
strengthen the Multiple Path-
ways initiative. It (Multiplie 
Pathways) is set up to help 
address the high school drop-
out crisis because a diploma is 
a critical step towards college 
and careers. 

Q: What does it mean to have 
“an engaging presence with 
the community?” 
A: I am going to be available, 
stay engaged, ask for the pub-
lic’s advice, input and listen. 
It’s being genuine, transpar-
ent, not being afraid to take 
risks for kids and letting them 
know that we are here to work 
together. We don’t individu-
ally have all the answers, but 
there’s power in working to-
gether.

Q: Coming from a North 
Carolina school public school 
district, do you see similari-
ties between the two urban 
districts? 

A: They are both diverse dis-
tricts that have seen success, 
have great potential, and they 
both are facing many challeng-
es. But there are a lot of dif-
ferences. Sacramento School 
District has a lot of empty 
desks we need to fill. Char-
lotte is growing and building 
schools. 

Q: The SCUSD Board of 
Trustees has signed you to a 
four-year contract for an an-
nual salary of $245,000. Do 
you plan to live in the district 
and send your three children 
to the public district schools? 
A: Yes, my wife and I will 
send our kids to the public 
district schools. For the time 
being only two of the kids 
will be going, our youngest 
is only two. I understand I 
am the first superintendent 
to do this in 20 years. We 
have not found a home yet, 
but during our first few days 
in Sacramento my wife did 
look at homes in the East 
Sacramento and Land Park 
neighborhoods. She came 
away with a feeling that this 
is a really special communi-
ty and we both look forward 
to raising our three children 
here and getting to know the 
people.

Valley Community Newspaper exclusive

New superintendent opens up to The Land Park News

Sacramento City Unified School 
District’s new superintendent Jonathan 
Raymond.
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Special to The Land Park News

International cuisine, entertain-
ment, games, and activities for the 
entire family are all part of the 16th 
annual St. Anthony’s Parish Com-
munity Festival, 660 Florin Rd., on 
Saturday, Sept. 12 from noon to 9 
p.m.

Admission is free and you can 
sample unique foods from around 
the world including Filipino pancit, 
lumpia, and chicken adobo as well 
as German bratwursts, Irish stew, 
scones, and soda bread. Also avail-
able for tasting is Italian rigatoni, 
sausages, and pasta Alfredo along 
with Mexican tacos and burritos, 
Greek cuisine grilled hamburgers, 
hot dogs, snow cones and a vari-
ety of desserts including make your 
own waffle cakes.

Continuous live music and en-
tertainment is featured throughout 
the day on the Main Stage. There 
are carnival style games where you 
win tickets in exchange for prizes 
along with a bounce house, cake 
spin, book booth, wine spin and a 
Country Store featuring new and 
handmade crafts and gifts.  This 

year’s raffle features a 32-inch LCD 
HDTV along with cash prizes of 
$500, $300 and $200.

Money raised goes toward the 
St. Anthony Parish Memorial 
Center Fund that has supported 
a youth basketball league for more 
than 400 area children, dances and 
games for middle school youth, 
and community dinners for per-
sons of all ages.

St. Anthony community 
festival Sept. 12

Celebrating the 
community with 
food, enter-
tainment and 
activities for the 
whole family, it’s 
the 16th Annual 
St. Anthony 
Festival on Sep-
tember 12.

Photo courtesy St. Anthony’s Parish 

Photo courtesy St. Anthony’s Parish 
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Faces and places

Turtlerama triumphs
The Sacramento Turtle and 

Tortoise Club, led by Pock-
et resident Felice Rood, pre-
sented a Turtlerama on Sat-
urday, August 15 at the Belle 

Cooledge Library from 11 
a.m. until 4 p.m. The annual 
Turtlerama event is an exhibit 
of live turtles and tortoises for 
the purpose of educating the 

public as to the care of these 
special creatures at home as 
well as how to preserve them 
in the wild. For more infor-
mation on the Sacramento 
Turtle and Tortoise Club, call 
(916) 421-1134.

All photos by Danny Kam. 
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On Sunday, Oct. 11, the Coalition 
for Community Cats will hold its 
fifth annual “Put Your Best Paw For-
ward” 5K Walkathon honoring Na-
tional Feral Cat Day. This walkathon 
will begin at Southside Park at 6th 
and T streets and wind its way past 
the State Capitol, down J Street and 
return to the park. The Coalition for 
Community Cats is a volunteer-run 
organization that assists people in the 
community to spay and neuter aban-
doned and feral cats.

The coalition needs sponsors 
for the walkathon. Interested 
groups and individuals can do so 
by providing an item to be used 
a prize; providing non-perishable 
food and drink items for walkers; 
and offering cash donations.

Potential sponsors can send 
checks made out to C4CC 
and mailed by Sept. 4 to 
C4CC, PO Box 162597 in 
Sacramento, Calif., 95816.

For more information on join-
ing the walkathon and the activ-
ities of the Coalition for Com-
munity Cats, visit their Web site 
or call (916) 446-4290.

Purr-fect 
opportunity 
to help 
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“Sign”
Language

“Sign”
Language

For over 35 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

1681 Parkridge road…$749,999
Vickie Hulbert • 444-9973

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

2129 Murieta Way
Great location! Cute home with 
updated kitchen and bath. Beauti-
ful wood floors. Newer extra long 
driveway leading to good sized 
2 car garage. Pretty back yard..
$310,000
atchan Ven Pelt 813-5919

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ Low introductory coSt
★ Start anytime
★ Live cLaSSeS

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthLy caSh FLow
★ tenant Screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907“…For Fine older homes and 

quality newer homes”

2680 16th Street
Classic Brick Tudor in one family 
over 58 yrs. Retro kitchen tall 
custom cabinets, tile counters, 
deep shelves 4 cook books, 
etc in breakfast nook area. 
Hardwood floors under carpeted 
areas. $415,000
Vickie hulbert • 444-9973

919 PiedMont driVe
River access is the prime feature 
of this property. Rare opportunity 
to own such a unique piece of real 
estate. Large oversized bedrooms, 
CH&A, dual fireplace, and more. 
$650,000
trey bonetti • 768-9360

FORECLOSURE OPPORTUNITIES:
	 3368 Call Lily Way , 95833, 3 bdrm , $229,000

	 6345 Fruitridge Road, 95820, 4 bdrm, $159,900

	 8445 Felton Crest Way, Elk Grove, 4 Bdrm, $249,000

	 2283 Oakmont Way, Duplex, 95815, $103,900

Please call Cook Realty for more Information

(916) 451-6702

5609 Surf Way • $404,900
orianna rodriguez • 919-1282

2990 27th Street
Adorable Curtis Park bungalow 
with wood floors, built-ins, cen-
tral heat and air, one car garage, 
private patio and beautifully 
landscaped yard. $349,950
larry eaSterling • 849-9431
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By OFFICER MICHELLE LAZARK
Sacramento Police Department
Special to The Land Park News

Editor’s note: Ask Officer Michelle 
your question by emailing her at 
mlazark@pd.cityofsacramento.
org or visit her online blog at 
http://blog.sacpd.org.

DUI Checkpoints
About every other Friday, 

the Sac PD does a DUI check-
point somewhere in the city. 

Why don’t they do a press re-
lease the next day saying how 
many people they found driv-
ing under the influence and/
or without a license?

Posted by Snowflake  

Dear Snowflake,
We send out a press re-

lease to all local media two 
hours before each DUI 
checkpoint. Each media 
venue is invited to stop by 
the checkpoint at any time. 

Our department often time 
releases the statistics of our 
operations, but it doesn’t 
always make the news. The 
larger operations are usual-
ly publicized in the paper. 
Thanks for asking.
Officer Michelle

Stopping for jaywalkers
Recently, Sac PD was 

conducting a plainclothes 
operation to catch motor-
ists who don’t stop for pe-
destrians in crosswalks. 
My question is regarding 
jaywalkers. If a pedestrian 
enters the street between 
intersections, outside of 
a crosswalk, are motorists 
required to stop? In other 
words, do pedestrians al-
ways have right of way in 
any and all circumstances?
Posted by drivelocity

Dear drivelocity
You ask a question that 

many motorists probably 
wonder about. Obviously, 
drivers should always avoid 
hitting anyone in the roadway 
regardless of whether they are 
in the crosswalk or not.  If a 
pedestrian is in a crosswalk, 
drivers are supposed to stop. 
Technically speaking, a driver 
isn’t required to yield the right 
of way for a pedestrian who 
is jaywalking (not in a cross-
walk) however, back to com-
mon sense, a driver should 
avoid hitting a pedestrian.

Hope this helps.
Officer Michelle

Ask Officer Michelle
Answering your questions on local law enforcement
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By ART GERMAN
Land Park News Columnist
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

Editor’s note: This is the first of a two-
part special story series on writer Art 
German’s experiences at the end of 
World War II. Read part two Sept. 
10 in The Land Park News.

Whenever August rolls 
around I always remember what 
happened that month in 1945. 
It was the time when our brand-
new atom bombs fell on Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki, and World 
War II, at long last, would short-
ly be coming to an end. And so, 
here and now, we’ve observed 
the 64th anniversary of the birth 
of the atomic age.

I was 20 years old in 1945, 
and the first news of the attack 
on a Japanese city named Hiro-
shima on Aug. 6 that I received 
via radio at Camp Shelby, Miss., 
meant very little to me. Neither 
did my buddies in Co. C of the 
379th Infantry Regiment, 95th 
Division know what to make of 
the first reports that an “atomic 
bomb” had been dropped and 
there had been tremendous 
damage. “Oh well!” was the pre-
vailing sentiment in the barracks, 
just another kind of bomb. So 
what’s the big deal?

At that moment, our situa-
tion at Camp Shelby was not 
something to make us look to-
ward the future with any kind 
of good cheer. The 95th division 
had been in combat in Europe 
from the fall months of 1944 
until shortly before V-E Day in 
May 1945, when the war in Eu-
rope had finally come to an end. 

But the war in the Pacific was 
grinding on, with Japan still 
fighting for every inch of ground 
on the blood-spattered island of 
Okinawa and elsewhere in the 
Pacific en route to what was ex-

pected to be a final showdown 
on the Japanese mainland. As we 
trained at Camp Shelby for the 
expected amphibious invasion, 
there was plenty of apprehension 
about what would lie ahead.

Band of brothers
It was back on September 

1943, that I had been drafted 
into the Army and dispatched 
to Fort Benning, Ga., for ba-
sic training. There, in my bar-
racks, I met a fellow resident 
of Brooklyn, N.Y., named Don 
Garfein, and we immediate-
ly began what became a lifelong 
friendship. Don was the funni-
est guy I’ve ever known. His joie 
de vivre never waned, no mat-
ter how miserable things some-
times were. 

We were together at Benning 
and later at Fort Jackson, S.C. 
where we had been assigned to 
the 87th Division for further 
training before going overseas 
as replacements and winding up 
with the 95th Division in No-
vember of 1944. 

We were assigned to different 
regiments within the 95th Di-
vision and didn’t see each other 
again until after the European 
war was over in May of 1945. I 
was assigned to a mortar squad 
attached to a rifle company and 
spent my part of the war lugging 
a 42-pound weapon around to 
support the riflemen and ma-
chine gunners in battlegrounds 
ranging from Metz in east-
ern France to the Saar valley in 
Germany, and later north to the 
Rhineland and Ruhr fighting. 

I came through unwounded, 
but Don, a rifleman, was hit by 
fire in eastern France, and spent 
several months recovering in 
Britain before returning to his 
outfit near the end of the war. 
By June of 1945, we were on the 

same troop train, heading for the 
French port of Le Havre and a 
ship that would take us back to 
the states.

Back in Brooklyn, Don and I 
spent much of a joyful 30-day 
furlough winding down from the 
European war. Then it was on to 
Camp Shelby where it was un-
derstood that we would be train-
ing for the amphibious assault on 
the Japanese main island of Hon-
shu. We did spend several week-
end passes together enjoying fun 
times in New Orleans including 
a day at the beach at Lake Pon-
tchartrain in southern Louisiana, 
devastated many years later by 
Hurricane Katrina.

Atomic fallout
On Aug. 6, we were in camp on 

the day Hiroshima was nuked, 
still totally in the dark about the 
significance of a so-called atom-
ic attack. Three days later, there 
was news that the Soviet Union 
had entered the war against Ja-
pan, sending its troops barreling 
into Manchuria, or Manchukuo 
as the mainland province had 
been renamed by the Japanese af-
ter it been torn away from Chi-
nese control in the 1930s. With 
the Red Army on our side, I fig-
ured, maybe the war would soon 
be over after all. I shrugged when 
later I heard that we’d dropped a 
second a-bomb Aug. 9, this one 
on Nagasaki.

But events moved swiftly af-
ter that. Less than a week lat-
er, on Aug. 15, the Japanese an-
nounced they were giving up. 
On Sept. 2, the Japanese aboard 
the USS Missouri in Tokyo 
signed the official surrender. It 
was all over.

Or was it?
Later that week, we got word 

that while there would no longer 
be an amphibious assault on Ja-

pan, we were still destined to leave 
the U.S. once more and go across 
the Pacific as part of an army of 
occupation that the U.S. would 
need in the newly conquered na-
tion for an indefinite period.

This did not go well with 
most of us. And something 
had to be done.

To discover what happened 
to Art, Don and their fel-
low soldiers as they faced the 
news that they would be leav-
ing their families and ship-
ping out for an additional 
tour of duty overseas, read 
the next edition of The Land 
Park News.

1945: The end of the war, the changing of the guard

landscaping

Custom Landscape & Design
roberts landscape

Call: 444-6458
License # 590317

MINI MARKETPLACE
CALL (916) 429-9901 FOR AFFORDABLE RATES!

gEnERAL COnTRACTOR

Call Manda 
(916) 606-6810

Lic # 908157
HandyHand Service

your ad should be here!

Your Ad Here!

Call  Melissa 429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

FREEDOM
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HAnDYMAn

(916)470-3488

Free est. (916) 483-1318
All Seasons Roofing

rooFING

Bonded, insured, lic. #459864

HAnDYMAnLAnDSCAPE

gARY’S PAinTing
excelleNt reFereNces       

725-8781cContractors Lic. # 734323

PAinTing

Aesthetic Fence Co.

(916) 570-3078 ph/fax
(916) 380-0061 cell

Free estimate & consultation!

• Local References  • Unlicensed

FeNcING

Sunshine Electrical
ELECTRiCAL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!
(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308

Ca License # 633853

Contractor Connections
plus Handyman Services

Call (916) 706-3688
Curry Construction#575967

coNtractor/haNdymaN

Land Park News Photo/Ryan Rose
Don Garfein, left, and Art German met while in boot camp during World War II.
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Land Park News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is the second of a 
two-part series about early Pocket area 
Portuguese families. 

Although the Pocket area was a 
much different place in its early years, 
its Portuguese roots are certainly not 
forgotten today. And as the landscape 
has changed from farmlands to resi-
dential housing developments, super-
markets, coffee shops and other mod-
ern features, such early Pocket area 
Portuguese family names as Lewis, 
Souza, Tash and Seamas remain a no-
ticeable part of the community.

Many people in the community rec-
ognize early Pocket area Portuguese 
names through many street names 
and local parks.

One of the most noticeable of these 
examples is the 3.38-acre Lewis Park 
at 6570 Park Riviera Way (the former 
Riverside Road).

Lewis Park
The Lewis family established itself 

in the area with the 1874 arrival of 
Francisco J. (Luiz) Lewis, Sr.

Settling in the area at the age of 
19, it is assumed that he worked as 
a farmhand in the Pocket area until 
earning enough money to purchase 
a 200-acre ranch, which was located 
near the Dutra Ranch.

Lewis continued to purchase addi-
tional acreage in the area and even-
tually owned a total of 636 acres in 

the Pocket area, as well as a 160-acre 
ranch at Florin and Bradshaw roads.

To benefit the Portuguese culture 
in the area, Lewis donated a portion 
of one of his ranches, from the Sacra-
mento River levee to the old Riverside 
Road/present Pocket Road.

The land was donated for the pur-
pose of continuing the A.A.D.E.S. 
(a Portuguese abbreviation, which is 
translated in English as “Association 
of the Azoreans of the Divine Holy 
Spirit”) Lodge, the St. Mary Church 
and the Portuguese Hall on today’s 
Pocket Road.

Pocket area historian Dolores (Sil-
va) Greenslate said that the Lew-
is family grew to become one of the 
Pocket area’s largest Portuguese fam-
ilies.

“There are so many people in the 
Pocket who have originated from the 
Lewis family, including the Dutra and 
Rosa families,” Greenslate said. “Of the 
Portuguese families whose descendants 
were either born or settled in the Pock-
et, a great many of us are cousins ei-
ther by blood or marriage through the 
branches of the pioneering Francisco J. 
(Luiz) Lewis, Sr. family.”

Alongside the Lewis pear orchard 
and just north of the Dutra Ranch 
was the 15-acre Pocket area ranch of 
Antone Machado Souza. Antone also 
had a 17-acre ranch by the nearby ca-
nal.

The Souza name, which is memo-
rialized through the Pocket’s Souza 
Circle, honors Antone Souza and his 
family.

Antone, who also helped farm the 
Lewis ranch, married Faial, Azores is-
lands, Portugal native, Florinda Cor-
reia.

Together they had four children, 
one of whom, Mary Souza, married 
Francisco J. Lewis’ son, Manuel Lew-
is.

On Tash Court
The name Tash also dates back to 

the early years of the Pocket area, be-
ginning with the arrival of Joe Tash 
(originally Jose Texeira).

Known by those close to him dur-
ing his latter years as “Old Man Tash,” 
Joe Tash was the longtime patriarch 
of the Tash family.

Born in Santo Amaro, Sao Jorge in 
the Azores islands in 1844, Tash left 
his native land for America at the age 
of 18 and soon afterward made his 
way to the Pocket area.

Initially working in the area as a 
farm laborer, Tash eventually pur-
chased his own Pocket area ranch. 

Early Pocket area Portuguese families have rich legacy 

Photo courtesy of PCHS
Emanuel A. “Babe” Seamas is shown on his Grangers Dairy in this c. 1920s photograph.

See History, page 23



23www.valcomnews.com  •  August 27, 2009   •  The Land Park NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

AntennA removAl
AntennA removAl

Conover’s Antenna removal Service
 Why not remove that old, ugly, unused antenna. 

A home improvment at little cost.  
Call (916) 973-9928 for an appt. for removal.

ApArtment for rent
ApArtment for rent
Large 1 BR apartment in four-plex. Quiet, upstairs 
unit. Features: hardwood floors, spacious rooms, 6 
blocks from UCDMC. $675/mo. Deposit $600. Call 
Patricia @ 916 454-0724.

bookkeeping
#1 BookkeePeR
25 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. 
www.taxirene.info

buSineSS opportunity
opportunity
Tired of businesses that don’t work? If you are 
financially motivated for a Ceo level income, driven 
& want to excel in life, call 800-662-1961 x 1155 
Not MLM. Major Training event in Los Angeles 
on August 30.

new buSineSS opportunity
Independent advisors needed. eco-friendly, in-
novative, home-care solutions from France. enjoy
flexibility of working from home. Call Rosalie @ 
775-224-2464 www.h2ogogreen.com

CleAning
houSekeeping
experienced, licensed housekeeper. Honest, 
Reliable, Dependable; References available; 
Affordable rates; Cal l  Margari ta @ (916) 
335-2515.

ComputerS
got Computer problemS?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $30/hr. outside the Pocket 
area, travel charge will apply. Problem not fixed? 
No pay! Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 
296-7161.

hAnDymAn
Summer /fAll CleAn-up SpeCiAlS
hauling!•Moving? I can move you! Concrete 
removal (Patio, driveways, borders, etc.) roto-
tilling, pressure washing/power spray,  painting, 
tree & shrub removal, clean-up, fence repairs. Ref 
avail. Call Les at 838-1247.  Specials for seniors. 
licensed.

hAnDymAn ServiCeS
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call.  electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! lic# 
908942.  Call Steven at 230-2114.

houSekeeping
experienCeD houSekeeper
experienced housekeeper looking to add new 
clients. Honest, dependable, reliable & very 
picky about how I clean your home. “I clean 
your home the way YoU want me to.” Afford-
able rates. Ref available. Contact Sharon @ 
916 451-4014.

neeD A nAnny?
nAnny
Seeking quality care for your children? FT/PT 
position wanted. Daytime hours/weekends only. 
Certified teacher, CPR certified. Annette 469-9549 
or 799-7796.

Sell your furniture
in the classifieds

pAinting
A & r pAint DeSignS
Residential/Commercial • Sheetrock repair • Pres-
sure washing • Interior/exterior painting • Acoustic 
Ceiling Removal & Re-texture. Free estimates 
• Senior Discounts • kelly Moore or your choice 
paints. Call Howard at (916) 670-8089.

pet portrAitS
originAlpet portriAtS
original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

tAx prepArer
#1 tAx prepArer
25 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including allState returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTeC
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. www.taxirene.info

wAnteD
olD gunS wAnteD

Also want Parker & L.C. Smith
 double barrel shotguns. 

Cash paid. (916) 531-5972.

Advertise in California Kids! 
Family Fun Guide!!!

Serving Greater Sacramento, 

For more information, call Marc
at (916) 429-9901

California Kids!

Call today! 429-9901

your ad should be here

for a box 
claSSified

ad
Call Melissa

429-9901

The 37-acre ranch was locat-
ed near the Garcia Ranch and 
about a quarter-mile east of 
today’s Portuguese Hall.

After marrying the Azores 
islands-born Lucinda or “Lu-
cie,” Tash and his wife had 
nine children.

During the spring months, 
Joe Tash, who operated a 
small dairy and farmed fruits 
and vegetables on his Pocket 
area property, traveled to Sac-
ramento to sell his produce 
off his wagon to merchants of 
the area.

Greenslate, 84, who was 
raised in the Pocket area, said 
that one of her earliest mem-
ories was visiting the Tash 
Ranch and seeing Joe Tash, 
who passed away at the age of 
90 in 1934.

“I was very young, but I 
still vividly recall seeing ( Joe 
Tash),” Greenslate said. “He 
was a tall man and he had a 
long, white beard. A photo 
of him (owned by the Portu-
guese Historical and Cultural 
Society) feeding chickens on 
his ranch confirms my memo-
ry. He has a pipe in his mouth 
in the photo though and I 
don’t remembering him ever 
having a pipe.”

Today, the Tash name is 
recognized through Tash 

Court, which is located near 
the Pocket Canal Parkway 
and Rush River Drive.

To Seamas Avenue
The Seamas family name, 

which is most recognized by 
the dominate, modern Pock-
et area landmark Seamas 
Avenue, first became a part 
of the Pocket area with the 
arrival of Manuel and Rose-
lina (Silveira) Seamas in 
1878.

Manuel, who was born 
Manuel Simas Sebastiao in 
Pico in the Azores islands 
in 1847, came to America at 
the age of 17.

After working in New 
England and on whaling 
ships in various places, he 
made his way to San Fran-
cisco in 1868.

Manuel, who found work 
in West Sacramento as a 
harvester and worked brief-
ly as a miner, met and mar-
ried the then-17-year-old 
Roselina. The couple wed-
ded at the old, large, brick 
St. Rose’s Church at 7th and 
K streets in Sacramento on 
Oct. 28, 1877.

Together, they had four 
children, Emanuel A., who 
was commonly referred to 
as “Babe,” Leonora, Mae and 

Anna, who married Manu-
el Lewis.

First owning property in 
the Pocket area in 1883, 
Manuel was well known for 
his Grangers Dairy, which 
he established on his ranch 
on Riverside Road in 1896.

In 1917, Manuel retired 
from his dairy and gave the 
business to his son, “Babe,” 
who operated the dairy un-
til 1940, when it was sold to 
the Crystal Cream and But-
ter Co.

As the patriarch of the 
Seamas family of the Pock-
et area, Manuel lived a long 
and prosperous life, living 
until the age of 96 and out-
living Roselina, who passed 
away two years earlier in 
1942.

The tradition lives on
Greenslate said that she 

is very appreciative of the 
Portuguese pioneering 
families of the Pocket area 
and their many accom-
plishments.

“If it were not for the 
presence and accomplish-
ments of the Portuguese 
pioneering families, there 
would not be the present 
recognitions of our rich 
culture,” Greenslate said.

Photo courtesy of PCHS 
Francisco J. (Luiz) Lewis, Sr. is shown with his first wife, Mary Florence Rose Lewis, 
and two unidentified children in this historic photograph.

History: Roads and parks of Pocket area 
read like history books
Continued from page 22
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JOHNNY ON THE SPOT
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Certifi ed Firm • Red Stain Removal
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal Treatment
    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Free in home written estimates
     Call (916) 391-9292

Complete Carpet & Upholstery Care

Reliable Handyman

HANDYMAN

Doors • Molding • Windows
Cabinets • Electrical 

• Plumbing
Water Heaters • Disposals

All repairs
15 Years Experience

Call (916) 806-7879

Griffi n Construction
CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 714-1606
Lic # 510423

Summer Deals from Les for Less
HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• RAIN GUTTERS CLEANED
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 10 YRS*

 Lic#128758/Ref

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

 Custom Design 
 Remodel and Repair

Call (916) 606-6810

Lic # 908157

HandyHand Service

 Manda
 General Contractor

*Quality work-No extra cost*

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

Free up your time from those pesky 
unwanted jobs. I do odd jobs, 

plumbing, carpentry, security door 
installation, light fi xtures & fans, 

recaulking of tubs, hauling
NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Call Eric
(916)470-3488

Measuring success one client at a time.

 (916) 332-5412

CUSTOM CARPENTRY

SacramentoMillworks.com

• Traditional & Contemporary 
Handrails • Crown molding 

• Custom cabinets
• Doors • Mantels • Hardwood Floors

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR COMPLETE 
LISTING OF SERVICES

Sacramento Millworks

CA Lic# 910214

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Land Park News 

Home Improvement page

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable
Res. & Commercial work

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/Free Est.

Since 1960 in Sac area

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

FULSTER CONSTRUCTION

(916)443-4166   (916) 952-0838

GENERA L CONTRACTOR

Custom Remodeling & Additions
Specializing in state-of-the-art 

Kitchens/Bathrooms 
& every aspect 
of construction 

from Painting to Roofi ng

Local References/ Lic# 639780

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

CALL 444-0551

DON’T WAIT–BEAT THE HEAT!
Season Special

A/C Check-up–$79.99 

REBATES/TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE/ ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS 

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 
 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

 LIC# 696355

ALLAWAY’S HOUSE 
CLEANING

HOUSE CLEANING

Call Rick (916) 600-0172

  Lic# 83861     Bonded # 1214773

• Owner Operated
• Satisfaction Guaranteed

• Reasonable Rates
Excellent References of 17 Years

for Free Estimate

Terra Bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430
or 802-9897

LANDSCAPING

• Full yard maintenance
• One time clean-up
• Tree trimming

Gardening Maintenance

“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

GARY’S PAINTING
CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL                   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR OVER 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE WITH PRIDE

EXCELLENT REFERENCES       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PAINTING

Land Park News
Home Improvement Guide

call Melissa at 429-9901 to advertise your service 

GATEWAY FENCE COMPANY

Call (916) 425-7435Lic# 927602

FENCING

• Redwood, Cedar, pressure-treated
• Ornamental Iron
• Ranch-style fencing
 10% Senior Discount

FREE Estimates

ROBERTS LANDSCAPE
CUSTOM LANDSCAPE 

                  AND DESIGN       
*Sprinklers   *Decks
      *Concrete    *Masonry

Experienced with 
Old Garden Renovation

Call: 444-6458
License # 590317

LANDSCAPING

ROSE & DYNAMIC
PAINTING CO.

PAINTING

 Steve Rose 665-1041

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

References Available
                       BBB - Member

Summer Discount 10% OFF

 Lic# 911035
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3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

Land Park Specialists
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

YOUR SERVICES ARE NEEDED 
CALL  MELISSA  AT 429-9901 TODAY 

TO PLACE YOUR  AD

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

ROOTER SERVICE

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com
CALL 456-7777

Free est. (916) 483-1318

All seasons Roofing
We specialize in

 Residential Re-roofing
All types of roofing:

•Tile • Composition • Shake
• Seamless Gutters 

roofing

Bonded, insured, lic. #459864

PAINTING

b & T upholstery & Repair

UPhOLSTERY

Furniture
upholstery at 

its finest

1600-B Kitchner Rd., Sacto 95822
916/392-1959 • 916/995-7177

* senior Discounts
www.bandtupholstery.com

PAINTING

CALL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE ESTIMATES / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

Land Park News
home Improvement Guide

call Melissa at 429-9901 to advertise your service 

REMODEL CONTRACTOR

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PAINTING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

PEST CONTROL PLUMBING

We’ll beat any written estimate! 
We charge by the job, 

not by the hour!

Call Don @(916) 481-3836
lic # 713823

straightline Plumbing

ComPleTe Plumbing 
service & repair

gallagher Roofing

 Call DAn: (916) 965-6381

ROOFING

*Residential Composition 
specialist

*Roof Repair & maintenance

liC# 664323

FRee estimates

Serving Sacramento Since 1993

“No job too small”

PLUMBing

PLUMBing
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Land Park News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

For many locals, the warm 
summer months in Sacra-
mento conjure up a variety of 
memories. And among these 
memories are thoughts of the 
city’s longstanding produce 
vending tradition.

Being that the Sacramen-
to Valley has a rich history 
in agricultural production, it 
connectively also has a long-
standing tradition of provid-
ing farm fresh produce to its 
local residents.

Certainly, many locals are 
familiar with the year-round 
availability of a wide vari-
ety of local produce at Sacra-
mento area Certified Farmers’ 
Markets.

Among these markets are 
the large and popular 8th 

and W streets market under 
the freeway, open 8 a.m. to 
noon every Sunday, the Fre-
mont Park market at 16th 
and P streets, open 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. every Tuesday, and the 
Cesar Chavez Plaza market, 
open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every 
Wednesday.

Currently, there are 10 Cer-
tified Farmers’ Markets locat-
ed within downtown Sacra-
mento and its outlying areas, 
including Elk Grove and Cit-
rus Heights.

Market forces
The history of these mar-

kets date back to 1980, when 
the 8th and W streets market, 
which is adjacent to South-
side Park, was first opened to 
the public.

Although the younger gen-
erations of Sacramentans 
have no memory of farmers’ 

markets prior to these mar-
kets, such vending began 
about 80 years ago or more in 
Sacramento.

The establishment of a free 
public market with vegetables 
and other farm produce was 
contemplated in Sacramento 
as early as 1919.

It was in November of this 
year that the Federated Trades 
Council of Sacramento sent a 
letter to the city commission 
requesting that the city estab-
lish such a market.

The letter asked, “This step 
be taken at once as a means 
of combating the high cost of 
living.”

The city eventually opened 
a free, public farmers’ mar-
ket on the city block bounded 
by 8th, 9th, S and T streets, 
where small farmers sold their 
products and paid the city a 
small fee for rental spaces.

Certified Farmers’ Markets 
coordinator Dan Best said 
that an earlier market may 
have been located at 10th 
Street and Capitol Avenue.

Other farmers’ markets 
were opened at various times 
and locations, including mar-
kets on the city block bound-
ed by Alhambra Boulevard 
and 30th, R and S streets 
and the Sacramento Farm-
ers’ Market or Market Island 
at the 5th and Y (now Broad-
way) streets.

Enter Tony Zito
Around the same time that 

the 8th and T streets mar-

ket opened, an East Sacra-
mento resident, named Tony 
Zito, began operating a pro-
duce business with a different 
approach than the standard 
public farmers’ markets.

Zito, who had previously 
worked at the Southern Pa-
cific shops on I Street, where 
he was making $21 per week, 

decided to venture into what 
he hoped would be a more lu-
crative endeavor.

Purchasing a 1920 Ford 
truck with $200 that he bor-
rowed from his older broth-
er Joseph, Zito began buying 
local produce and selling the 
goods directly off the truck 
to residents in the McKinley 
Park, Land Park and Colonial 
Heights areas. 

Zito, who lived at 5409 M 
St. with his wife Laura and 
daughters Teresa and Alve-
ra, soon became a regular in 
these areas and was well re-
spected by his customers.

In his own words, Zito in 
the 1960s recalled how his re-
liability was also appreciated.

“Residents could count 
on me arriving three times a 
week; of course the days were 
12 to 14 hours long and I 
worked six days a week,” Zito 
said.

As the success of his produce 
business venture increased, 
Zito, who often bought his 
produce from wholesalers on 
North B Street, purchased 

Door-to-door produce

Unlike local farmers’ markets, vendor offered front door service 

Photo courtesy of Teresa (Zito) Stewart
Tony Zito stands alongside his wife Laura at his 90th birthday party in 1988.

See Produce, page 28



27www.valcomnews.com  •  August 27, 2009   •  The Land Park NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

a new 1926 Dodge truck, 
which he continued to use on 
his routes for many years.

A notable customer with-
in these routes was J.J. Jacobs, 
who lived in today’s Fabulous 
Forties neighborhood and 
owned the local Cadillac deal-
ership.

Good things grow
In 1943, while living at 

1115 Rodeo Way in East Sac-
ramento, Zito began to grow 
his own fruits and vegeta-
bles, thus no longer relying on 
wholesalers for his produce.

In his garden, Zito grew 
raspberries, corn, potatoes 
and other fruits and vegeta-
bles.

In addition to his family, 
who was helpful with chores, 
including picking raspberries, 
Zito also had another im-
portant assistant, his Belgian 
Mare, Daisy, who would pull 
his plow through his field.

Zito’s former property, 
which is now known as Zito 
Terrace, was also used for 
raising chickens for eggs.

After a very successful ca-
reer as a neighborhood pro-
duce vendor, Zito retired 
from this business in 1948.

But his next business ven-
ture was very much like his 
first, as during the late 1940s, 
Zito sold produce in the Pub-
lic Market building at 1230 
J St., where the Sheraton 
Grand Hotel is now located.

With the success of this 
business, Zito was able to 
save enough money to pur-
chase a bar, called Porto-
la Café, which was located at 
304 K St. in today’s Old Sac-
ramento area.

But unlike today, the old 
West End of the city, as it was 
referred to at the time, was a 
much different place and its 
skid row environment took a 
toll on Zito, who was known 
for his gentle-natured de-
meanor.

After dealing with his fair 
share of undesirable behav-
ior and language and losing 
about 20 pounds, Zito sold 
the business less than two 
years later.

Soon afterward in 1952, 
he purchased a bar and res-
taurant, called the Echo Club 
at 2119 Fulton Ave., where a 
Starbucks is now located.

This business proved to be a 
much better fit for Zito, as he 
operated the club for the fol-
lowing seven years. 

Husband, father, farmer
In 1960, Zito spent one of 

his most memorable vacations 
of his life in Europe with his 
wife, during which time he 
visited members of his fami-
ly, who he had not seen since 
leaving his hometown of Pi-
ana degli Albanesi in Sicily, 
Italy in 1923.

The 5-foot, 10-inch-tall, 
slim, curly-haired Zito was 
born in the small, mountain 
village, which is located 15 
miles south of Palermo, on 
Aug. 16, 1898.

Ship records show that Zito 
boarded the Dante Alighieri 
and took a 12-day voyage, ar-
riving at Ellis Island on Dec. 
13, 1923.

About a week later, Zito, 
who at the time did not speak 
English, headed by train to 
Sacramento, where he reunit-
ed with his two brothers and 
two sisters.

While attending a wedding 
in Sacramento, Zito met his 
future wife, Laura (Orlando), 
who he married in San Fran-
cisco on July 22, 1928.

The wedding dinner was 
held at the La Rosa Ital-
ian Restaurant at 806 L St., 
where Frank Fat’s Restaurant 
is now located, and the recep-
tion was held at the Turn Ver-
ein Hall at 3349 J St. in East 
Sacramento.

Zito, who passed away on 
July 13, 1990, is remembered 
for his dedication to his pro-
duce career and other busi-
nesses, as well as his involve-
ment as a member of the 
Dante Club, the Marsala Club 
and the Italian War Veterans 
Club. He was also known as a 
champion bocce ball player at 
East Portal Park.

Remembering her father 
very fondly, Teresa (Zito) 
Stewart, who resides in the 
Arden-Carmichael area, said 
that her father was a very spe-
cial person.

“He had a great sense of hu-
mor, was generous and a very 
classy dresser,” Stewart said. 
“Last, but not least, he nev-
er lost his European charm, 
which he used to his advan-
tage. The twinkle in his blue 
eyes said it all.”

Photo courtesy of Teresa (Zito) Stewart
Tony Zito stands next to his produce truck in about 1928. Zito was well known in the East Sacramento, Land Park and Colo-
nial Heights areas for delivering and selling produce directly off his truck to residents in these areas from the 1920s through 
the 1940s.

Produce: Zito spreads success
Continued from page 26
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Get in the calendar

Is your club, group, church, school, or 
organization having an upcoming event? 
Let us know. Send information about your 
event—including date, time, location, a 
brief description, cost (if any), and contact 
information—to Calendar, c/o Valley 
Community Newspapers, 2709 Riverside 
Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818, or e-mail 
ryanrose@valcomnews.com. Deadline 
is one week before publication. Priority is 
given to events that are in the community 
and/or of little or no cost. There is no 
guarantee that events submitted will appear 
in the calendar. To ensure placement within 
the newspaper, please call 429.9901 to place 
an advertisement.

August

Free pole walking clinics
Organized by Cure Arthritis Now, free pole 
walking clinics will be hosted Thursdays, 
August 13 and 27, at the Sierra 2 Commu-
nity Center, 2791 24th St. Interested people 
need to call the group directly for times and 
specific locations, to pre-register and reserve 
the walking poles for the clinics. For more 
information, call 208-8700.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Summer Concert Series
Parkside Community Church, 5700 S. Land 
Park Dr., will host area musicians to present 
Seven Summer Sundays + One Concert Se-
ries. The series funds the work and mission 
of Parkside Community Church. Suggest-
ed donations for each concert are: $10 per 
person; $30 per family; and a “Season Spe-
cial” of $65 per person for all eight concerts. 
Tickets may be purchased at the church of-
fice between 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday, at the door, or by 
phone at 421-0492. The concerts are the Se-
quential Sundays at 7 p.m. through to Au-
gust 30. For more info, call 391-3317.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

California State Library Show
National travelling exhibit “Louis Braille: 
Celebrating 200 Years of Braille.”  Born the 
same year as Abe Lincoln and Charles Dar-
win, Braille invented a tactile alphabet that 
shattered barriers for vision-impaired read-

ers.  Starts Sept. 1, continues through Sept. 
25. Held  9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through 
Thursday, and Friday, Sept. 25.  Closed La-
bor Day.  Free. Lobby, Library & Courts 
Bldg. 2, 900 N Street, (916) 654-0640. 

August 27

FOL Meeting
Pocket-Greenhaven Friends of the library 
meeting and membership drive to support 
the new library at Dude, Where’s My Yo-
gurt, 7485 Rush River Dr., at 6:30 PM. 
Public invited to attend.

August 28

Jewelry Extravaganza
The Sacramento Discovery Shop presents 
its 2009 Jewelry Extravaganza, beginning 
Friday, August 28.  For sale will be antique, 
vintage, and contemporary necklaces, brace-
lets, rings and earrings, many created in 
14 and 18 karat gold and sterling with fine 
gems, including diamonds, sapphires, rubies, 
emeralds and opals.  Costume and designer 
jewelry will also be featured, highlighted by 
two sterling Los Castillos pins, one designed 
by the noted artist, Jorge (Chato) Castil-
lo.  Come on Friday at 10 a.m. for the best 
selection. The Sacramento Discovery Shop 
is a specialty resale store known for its se-
lection of quality merchandise.  Donations 
of new and gently used merchandise are ac-
cepted at 2744 Marconi Avenue, near Ful-
ton Avenue, Monday through Friday from 
10 to 6; Saturday 10 to 5; Sunday noon to 
5.  Prospective volunteers are always wel-
come.  One hundred percent of the proceeds 
go directly to help support American Can-
cer Society’s commitment to research, ed-
ucation, advocacy and patient services. For 
more information, call 484-0227.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Open House Shabbat 
Congregation B’nai Israel, the largest Re-
form congregation in the Sacramento 
Valley, invites you to our Open House 
on Friday, August 28.  We’ll be provid-
ing a light nosh at 6 p.m., with servic-
es starting at 6:30.  The service will be 
followed by light refreshments and the 

chance to talk to members of the cler-
gy, the board of trustees, and the congre-
gation. Congregation B’nai Israel is locat-
ed at 3600 Riverside Blvd in Sacramento.  
All are welcome.  Please feel free to call 
us at 446-4861 or send an email to inqui-
ry@bnais.com for additional information.  
Our Web site is www.bnais.com.

August 29

SummerFest
SummerFest  Beer, Wine  & Art Festival 
is back for it’s Second Annual fundraising 
event benefiting the  Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion’s Sacramento Memory Walk.  Memo-
ry Walk is the Alzheimer’s Association’s na-
tional, annual, signature fundraising event, 
raising more than $220 million since 1989 
for research, programs and services. Locat-
ed along the scenic Sacramento River in 
Miller Park on Saturday from 1-5 p.m., this 
event will bring our community together for 
a beautiful summer afternoon and a worthy 
cause!  The SummerFest Silent Art Auction 
will feature many of Sacramento’s local art-
ists, as well as items such as weekend get-
aways, limousine packages, signed collectors 
items, and more.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

SPCA Bowl-a-thon
The Bobbie Wortell Memorial Education 
Fund is sponsoring a Bowl-a-thon on Sat-
urday, August 29 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
to benefit the Sacramento SPCA’s Camp 
Kindness and other humane education pro-
grams. The event will take place at Mar-
di Gras Lanes, 4800 Madison Avenue, Sac-
ramento.  Bowling times are 11:30 a.m. and 
2:30 p.m., and include two games of bowl-
ing and shoe rental.  The cost is $25 per 
adult, $12.50 for those under 18.  All pro-
ceeds benefit education programs at the 
SPCA. For additional information, call 
(916) 813-7272 or visit www.bobbiewor-
tell.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Arden Manor clean-up
On August the 29th, Code Enforcement 
working with Supervisor Peters Office will 
be conducting a neighborhood clean-up in 
the Arden Manor area. The boundaries are 
Arden, Watt, Fulton, and Northrup. It in-
volves over 2000 parcels. The neighbor-
hood has received flyers that will allow them 
to bring the items they wish to dispose of 
to one of the 3 bin sites. The three sites are 
Thomas Edison Elementary, Crabtree Park, 
and Winterstein School.

September

Free pole walking clinics
Organized by Cure Arthritis Now, free pole 
walking clinics will be hosted Wednesday (in 
the evening), Sept. 16, Thursdays, Sept. 10 and 
24, and Friday, Sept. 18, at the Sierra 2 Com-
munity Center, 2791 24th St. There will be an 
additional clinic Saturday, Sept. 12, on Scripps 
Drive. Interested people need to call the group 
directly for times and specific locations, to pre-
register and reserve the walking poles for the 
clinics. For more information, call 208-8700.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Straw into Gold 
The Hart Senior Center will once again host 
the “Straw Into Gold” poetry writing work-
shop for Seniors.  Led by Julia Connor, Sacra-
mento Poet Laureate 2005-2009, this work-
shop offers an outstanding opportunity for 
seniors to hone their writing skills in a creative, 
spontaneous environment.  The workshop will 
be held Thursdays from 3:00 to 5:00, Septem-
ber 3 through November 12.  Registration is 
required, but there is no cost for this work-
shop.  Please contact the Hart Senior Center 
at (916) 808-5462 for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Memory Seminar 
A special memory seminar will be held 
throughout the month of September and 
into October, September 14 through Octo-
ber 5.  Mondays, 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Facil-
itated by Kim Winters, BSG, M.Ed. of the 
Primrose Living Fund. Located at Hart Se-
nior Center, 915 27th Street, Sacramento.  
No Charge. RSVP at (916) 808-5462.

September 2

MENA Annual Membership Meeting
McKinley East Sac Neighborhood Association 
invites all members and interested residents 
of East Sac to join us for our annual meeting.  
MENA is a neighborhood organization that 
supports ongoing efforts to improve the qual-
ity of life in East Sac. The event will be held at 
the Shepard Garden and Arts Center, 3330 
McKinley Blvd., Wednesday, September 2 at 7 
p.m. Info: 447-1722 and www.eastsac.org.

September 3

Latino Dance and Culture Group
Come dance to the beat of all types of Lat-
in music! Featured DJ music and delicious 
Mexican food! Held at the Ethel Hart Com-
munity Center, 915 27th St., from 6:15-

8:45 p.m. Suggested donation: $3. For more 
information, call Barbara Alarcon 400-4514.

September 4

Organic Gardening
The Organic Gardening Club of Sacramen-
to County will meet at the Carmichael Park 
Administration Building, Room 1, 5750 
Grant Avenue, Carmichael, at 10 a.m.  The 
program will be on “Organics – The Why 
and How” by Jack Hertel, Master Garden-
er and owner of Foothill Organic Growers. 
Call 916-635-6724 for information.

September 5

Symbology & Secret Societies Tour
The square and compass, three links of chain, a 
pick and shovel...what do these objects mean? 
Are they really connected with secret societies? 
On this Saturday morning tour of the Sacramen-
to Historic City Cemetery you’ll learn the mean-
ings behind these and other symbols. The tour 
commences at 10:00 am from the Cemetery’s 
main gate at Broadway and 10th Street. Visitors 
may park across the street from the 10th Street 
Gate and meet at the cemetery entrance. Held  
under the auspices of the City of Sacramento Di-
vision of History & Science, this tour is present-
ed as a public service by the Old City Cemetery 
Committee, Inc. For tour information please call 
(916) 448-0811. Tours are free though dona-
tions for the restoration of the cemetery are great-
ly needed and appreciated.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Military Widows
The Society of Military Widows, Sacramen-
to Chapter #5, will meet on Sept. 5, at the Li-
ons Gate at McClellan Park at 11:30 a.m. for 
lunch and presentation on “Awake the Humor 
in Your Life” by Cindy Sample, Writer and 
Lecturer.  Call 916-635-6724 for information.

September 6

Elks Soccer Shoot
The Elks annual Soccer Shoot is just around 
the corner. Bring your kids ages 7- 13 to some 
light soccer competition in the “Five Goal Con-
test,” and the “Grid Goal Contest.” Shoot your 
way to a chance to win medals, raffle prizes, 
and move on to the District Soccer Shoot! Do 
all of this while enjoying a free barbeque for the 
whole family! The event will be held at the Elks 
Lodge No. 6, 6446 Riverside Blvd. For infor-
mation, email pat@kombatsoccer.com.
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September 7

McKinley pool open
From a donation provided by the McKin-
ley East Sacramento Neighborhood Asso-
ciation and in cooperation with the city of 
Sacramento, the McKinley Park pool will be 
open on Labor Day. The pool will be open 
from 1 to 5 p.m. Admission: children and 
teens up to 17 are $1; adults are $2.

September 9

Health fair
The YMCA will host a Senior Health Fair. 
We are offering our 8th annual Health Fair 
Sept. 9, from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. This event is 
free to the public and to our YMCA mem-
bers. We have 50 agencies coming that will 
have information relating to housing, nu-
trition, legal and safety issues. Our agen-
cies include but not limited to Social Secu-
rity, Natural Food Coop, Mercy Hospital 
and Canine Companions. The Agency for 
Hearing will have their van here to provide 
free hearing tests, there will be blood pres-
sure checks and flexibility test also provid-
ed. The YMCA is located at 2021 W Street, 
the corner of 21st and W Street.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

California’s Admission Day
Celebrate California’s 159th birthday with 
cake and ice cream provided and served 
by members of the California State Capi-
tol Museum Volunteer Association. Held at 
the State Capitol, 10th and L Streets, festiv-
ities begin at 11:30 a.m., run to 1 p.m., and 
include the rousing music of the Sacramen-
to Banjo Band, with Capitol Museum vol-
unteers dressed in early 1900’s costumes on 
hand to greet visitors.  Free admission.  For 
more information, call (916) 324-0333.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Author event
Blinded by an awl at age three, Lou-
is Braille invented a tactile alphabet that 

liberated generations of vision-impaired 
readers.  Celebrate Braille’s 200th birth-
day with biographer C. Michael Mellor 
as he discusses Louis Braille: A Touch of 
Genius. Free.  W, 9/9, 2-4 pm, Resourc-
es Building Auditorium, 1416 9th St., 
Sacramento.  Part of the exhibit “Louis 
Braille: Celebrating 200 Years of Braille,” 
ongoing until 9/25.  9 am-5 pm, M-Th, 
and F 9/25. Free.  Library & Courts Bldg. 
2, 900 N Street, Sacramento. (916) 654-
0640.
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Visit Our Web Site: www.windermeredunniganrealtors.com

4215 Freeport Blvd.
454-5753

LITTLE BIT OF HEAVEN
The home you have been waiting for on beautiful 
tree-lined Teneighth Way. 3Bd 2.5Ba with quality feel 
throughout. Circular floor plan, spacious rooms, balco-
nies front & back plus a lovely deep, private backyard. 
Detached 2 car garage w/carriage doors & stamped 
driveway. This truly is some kind of Wonderful!  See 
www.1426teneighthway.com $725,000

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

LAND PARK SPANISH
From curbside to inside you will fall in love 
with this 3-4bd 2 bath home. With its classic 
1920's Spanish design and touches and electrical, 
plumbing, kitchen, A/C and sewer line upgrades, 
this home offers timeless architecture with mod-
ern conveniences. Beautiful refinished hardwood 
floors throughout. See www.LandParkSpanish-
Home.com $585,000

DAWN O’CONNOR ROWE 799-4835

ENTERTAINER’S DREAM
Gracious 3 bedroom 3 bath Tudor with storybook 
grandeur plus today's updates. Nestled on a tree 
lined street just steps from the park.  Enjoy, spacious 
rooms, gourmet kitchen, circular floor plan, outdoor 
dining on the patio pool and more. Beautifully up-
dated plus all of the character of days long past. See 
www.2541-7thAve.com $649,900

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

OLD WORLD CHARM
Much of this home was remodeled by the previous owner, 
keeping the old world charm while replacing much of 
the electrical and plumbing. Features include hardwood 
floors, leaded glass hutch, vaulted ceiling, spacious kitchen 
and wonderful master bedroom with French doors to the 
backyard. Three bedrooms upstairs with a full bath  See 
www.1861-9thAve.com $650,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

CURTIS PARK COTTAGE
Step inside and be welcomed by the natural light, open 
floor plan and stunning cooks kitchen-remodeled top to bot-
tom. The home offers a large private landscaped backyard, 
remodeled bathroom, refinished hardwood floors, dual 
pane windows, central heat & air.  Good sized bedrooms 
and closets with ample storage. See www.windermere.
com $309,500

DAWN O”CONNER ROWE 799-4835

CLASSIC LAND PARK HOME
Winding staircase leading to 2 large bedrooms & 
wonderful master suite. Living room has bookshelves 
galore & pretty fireplace. Kitchen w/all new appli-
ances, granite counters, loads of light & view of the 
backyard. Don’t miss the master suite w/a large dressing 
room, office & balcony to enjoy the Delta breezes. See 
www.1795-10thAve.com $ 725,000

PAULA SWAYNE  425-9715

TREE LINED STREET
Comfort and charm on tree shaded Bidwell Way and an area 
of larger homes. Hardwood floors throughout, large living 
room, updated kitchen with new granite counters and slate 
backsplash. The master bedroom opens through French 
doors to the inviting covered patio. Easy walk to William 
Land Park, Taylor's Market and public transportation.  See 
www.BidwellWay.com $399,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6489

HOLLYWOOD PARK COTTAGE
Charming Cottage in the heart of Hollywood 
Park. 3Bedrooms, 2Bathrooms plus Den and de-
tached 2-car garage. This spacious home features 
hardwood floors, a cozy fireplace, breakfast nook 
and laundry room. The large, shady yard is per-
fect for entertaining. See www.2232-23rdAve.
com $340,000

NANCY WEEGE 600-5458
LISA MARTIS 612-7548

PENDING!

 A MUST SEE
Impeccably maintained home built in 1946. Origi-
nal tiled bath sparkles. Hardwood floors under 
carpet have been covered for over 50 years. Qual-
ity roof is only several years old. Newer dual pane 
windows and central heat/air. This could be the 
cleanest home around. Pictures don't reflect how 
this home shines. See www.1519ChristopherWay.
canbyours.com $369,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6489

UPDATED TUDOR
Updated Tudor-style home. Single story, 
3Bd/2Ba on private tree-lined street. Lot has 
mature shrubs and floral beds. Formal LR & 
DR. Dining room overlooks back yard and 
gardens and features French doors to patio area. 
Separate, private master suite. Electric gate to 
driveway. Smartly updated with wood floors.  See 
273712thstreet.2cmyhome.com $589,000

PATTY BAETA 806-7761

PENDING!


