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Special to The Land Park News

The newly formed “Land 
Park Volunteer Corps” is 
up-and-running, filling the 
void caused by city budget 
cuts to park upkeep.

In the past two years, 60 
percent of the city’s park 
workers have been laid off 
due to budget cutbacks, cre-
ating a growing crisis in the 
care of Sacramento’s parks, 
including Sacramento’s most 
popular park, William Land 
Park, visited by almost two 
million people annually.

In response, the Land Park 
Community Association 
has launched the Land Park 
Volunteer Corps, mobiliz-
ing volunteers from both 

Land Park and around the 
city who care about the con-
dition of what many consid-
er to be the crown jewel of 
Sacramento’s park system.

Corps members agree 
to work in the park on 
the first Saturday of ev-
ery month: planting, trim-
ming, weeding, clean-up 
and performing other gar-
dening tasks. The Corps 
has been developed in con-
sultation with the city’s De-
partment of Parks and Rec-
reation. Sacramento City 
Council member Rob Fong, 
Land Park’s representative 
on the City Council, is un-
derwriting the start-up cost 
of the Corps. In an expres-
sion of neighborhood sup-

port for the Corps, individ-
ual members of the LCPA 
have, in the first week of 
May alone, donated $2,830 
to the Corps, fully funding 
its operations for its first 
three months.

For information on 
joining the Land Park 
Volunteer Corps, v isit 
www.landpark .org.

Launch of LP Volunteer Corps 

For information on joining the Land Park Volunteer Corps and assisting in park 
clean-up efforts, visit www.landpark.org.
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J a n e y  Wa y  M e m o r i e s

Jim Ducray: 
A story of 
redemption

By MARTY RELLES
Land Park News Columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

The Ducray Family lived across the 
street from our house on Janey Way: Jus-
tin Ducray, his wife Alice and their six 

children: Joan, Bill, Jim, Jennifer, John and Mary Kay. The 
two older boys, Bill and Jim, were fierce sibling rivals. They 
fought regularly. These were not the pushing and shoving 
kind of fights brothers sometimes have, but knock down 
drag-out fights that resulted in cuts, bloodied noses and 
black eyes. They were tough kids. 

Jim seemed the wilder of the two boys and got into trou-
ble early. His parents separated, then divorced during his 
mid-teens and that seemed to really throw him off. At age 
15, he and two other boys took a car and went on a joy 
ride. The police apprehended them and Jim landed in ju-
venile court. The juvenile judge sensed he needed some su-
pervision and placed him in the Sacramento Boys Ranch, 
a minimum-security facility that featured a working ranch 
where boys mucked stalls, fed animals and tended a gar-
den. Jim seemed to prosper in this environment. He re-
turned home six months later and seemed a changed per-
son. However, his troubles were not over.

A few weeks before his 18th birthday, he stole a second 
car on the way to a job interview. Again, the police caught 
him and placed him in the Juvenile Hall. After release on 
his own recognizance, he went immediately to an army re-
cruiter and enlisted. Somewhere on his way to basic train-
ing, the court system found out he enlisted and dropped 
the charges. Jim served two years in the army, including a 
tour of duty in Viet Nam. In 1968, he received his honor-
able discharge from the army and returned home.

After returning home, Jim had trouble adjusting. He en-
rolled at Sacramento City College, but soon dropped out. 
Then he took a job selling jewelry door-to-door. He soon 
found trouble yet again, when he tried to sell a small amount 
of marijuana to one of his customers who turned out to be 
an off-duty cop. This landed him in jail yet another time. 
This time he pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge of sell-
ing a controlled substance and spent six months at Sacra-
mento County’s Rio Cosumnes Correctional Facility. 

That time in incarceration changed Jim’s life path. After 
his release, he enrolled at Sacramento State University and 
four years later attained a bachelor’s degree in Psychology. 
Following graduation, he went to work for the California 
Youth Authority as a youth counselor. Unfortunately, this 
career ended early when a youth gang member threatened 
his life. Subsequently, Jim returned to Sacramento State 
and completed work on a master’s degree in counseling, 
then began a long and successful career as a crisis counsel-
or for Amador County. 

After his career with the county, he started a private 
practice as a marriage and family counselor in Jackson. He 
has come full circle from run-ins with the law to counsel-
ing families and troubled youths. Jim lives with his wife 
and nephew in a beautiful Sierra foothills home he had 
built near Jackson. His story is truly one of redemption. It 
is proof positive that with the right kind of support, and 
friendships like the ones built on Janey Way, a young per-
son can turn his life around and achieve success.

Special to The Land Park News

The Sacramento Zoo’s Sumatran tiger cub, born 
on Thursday, March 18, needs a name. The Zoo is 
requesting the help of the community to choose a 
name fitting for this adorable cub. Her name will be 
announced when she goes out on exhibit for the first 
time in June (date will be announced in early June).

The following list of names and their meaning 
can be voted on at saczoo.com:
• Shamrock – Born the day after St. Patty’s Day, 
this little cub is sure to be a lucky charm.
• Selamat – It has multiple meanings in Indone-
sian: congratulations, safe and survivor. The Suma-
tran tiger is an endangered species and the birth of 
this girl is a safeguard for the survival of the species.
• Malia – Malia Obama, the daughter of President 
Barack Obama, talks to her father weekly about 
what he is doing to save her favorite animals, the 
endangered tigers. 
• Jingga – It means orange in Indonesian. The little 
tiger cub already has a full coat of orange and black 
striped fur. Did you know that no two tigers have 
an identical stripe pattern?
• Lina – for Lina Fat, the matriarch of the Fat fam-
ily in Sacramento, whose philanthropy has greatly 
served the Sacramento community.

Zoo saddened by loss of Geoffrey’s Cat
Sacramento Zoo reports the death of the oldest 

Geoffrey’s cat in captivity; Sabrina was 24 years old. 
Already coping with arthritis and cataracts, veteri-
narians detected a cancer in her jaw in March. Due 

to her advanced age, she did not receive aggressive 
treatment for the cancer but was medicated to keep 
her comfortable. Keepers and veterinarians mon-
itored Sabrina closely, but it was only a matter of 
time before the progressive disease took its toll. Her 
condition worsened quickly and after thoughtful 
discussion between animal care, zoo administrators 
and veterinary staff, the decision was made to euth-
anize Sabrina to prevent her from suffering.

“She was a great animal and she was a part of our zoo 
family for so long,” Harrison Edell, zoo curator said. “It 
has been especially hard for staff members who have 
worked with this particular cat for so many years to see 
her health deteriorate, and we feel confident in our de-
cision to euthanize her before she suffered.” he said.

Many Sacramento Zoo visitors have enjoyed see-
ing Sabrina over the years, and she will be missed.

About the Sacramento Zoo
Open since 1927, the Sacramento Zoo is home to 

over 450 native, rare and endangered animals and is 
one of over 200 accredited institutions of the Asso-
ciation of Zoos and Aquariums. Located near the 
corner of Land Park Drive and Sutterville Road in 
William Land Park, the zoo is wholly managed by 
the non-profit Sacramento Zoological Society. This 
Sacramento treasure inspires conservation aware-
ness through education and recreation. Open daily 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., general admission is $11; chil-
dren ages 3-12 are $7.00 and two and under are ad-
mitted free. Parking is free throughout the park or 
ride Regional Transit bus No. 6. For information, call 
808-5888 or visit saczoo.com.

Vote at saczoo.com
Sumatran tiger cub at the Zoo needs a name
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
(The writer, not the cyclist)
Land Park News Writer
lance@valcomnews.com

As a staff writer for four 
Valley Community News-
papers publications – the 
Arden-Carmichael News, 
the East Sacramento News, 
The Land Park News and 
The Pocket News – attend-
ing and reporting on this 
year’s Amgen Tour of Cal-
ifornia presents a variety of 
opportunities.

One such opportunity is 
to inform some of our con-
fused readers that as amaz-
ing as it may seem that I 
have taken a week from my 
already busy schedule to 
participate in this world-
renowned cycling event, 
while still producing arti-
cles for these publications, 
this is, however, not the 
case.

Instead, it is merely a co-
incidence – a very bizarre 
one, in fact – that out of 
the tour’s relatively small 
number of reporters when 
compared to the thousands 
upon thousands of people 
who have flocked to vari-
ous places throughout the 
Golden State for this pres-
tigious cycling event, I just 
so happen to share the same 

name of one of the tour’s 
cyclists.

And no, not just any cy-
clist, but ironically one the 
sport’s most renowned ath-
letes, seven-time Tour de 
France winner, Lance Arm-
strong.

Making it my main goal 
to set the record straight 
that there is a difference be-
tween the Lance Armstrong 
at the tour who wrote with 
pen on paper and the Lance 
Armstrong at the tour who 
rode with a pack of bicy-
cles around the Capitol last 
Sunday, I began this mis-
sion at the tour’s press con-
ference, which was held 
last week at the Sacramen-
to Convention Center. And 
this quest continued at the 
first stage sites of Nevada 
City and Sacramento and at 
the second stage site of Da-
vis.

Meet and greet
Just prior to the begin-

ning of this 104.3-mile 
stage that traveled through 
Grass Valley and Auburn 
on its way to Sacramento, 
I was informed by a tour 
representative that Arm-
strong, the cyclist, was 
readying to step out of his 
tour bus and head out on 

his bicycle to the starting 
line.

Having been in commu-
nication for several months 
with Philippe Maertens, 
the press officer represent-
ing cyclist Armstrong’s 
Team RadioShack, I made 
my way to the bus to speak 
with Maertens, who assured 
me that he would do his 
best to assist me in meeting 
with Armstrong, the cyclist, 
despite a mountain of simi-
lar requests.

Accompanied by my 
friendly photographer Tra-
cy Bryan of Elk Grove, I 
was fortunate enough to 
be the first person to greet 
Armstrong, the cyclist, as 
he stepped off the bus.

And although our meet-
ing was brief, it was a key 
moment in my efforts to 
assist the aforementioned 
confused readers of our 
publications in understand-
ing that there is a difference 
between Lance Armstrong 
the writer and Lance Arm-
strong the rider.

But as many teachers 
know, subject matter is not 
necessarily learned in one 
lesson, so I was also fortu-
nate enough last year to in-
struct my students – aka 
readers – of the communi-

ty about the difference be-
tween the two Lance Arm-
strongs in a well-circulated 
article, titled “Lance Arm-
strong Meets Lance Arm-
strong.” The article can be 
found on various sites on 
the Internet.

During my previous 
meeting with Armstrong, 
just prior to the Prologue of 
last year’s Tour of Califor-
nia, the globally-famous cy-
clist pointed to me and let 
a large group of onlookers 

know that I, too, am also 
Lance Armstrong (albiet, a 
different one).

But even with one of the 
world’s most renowned 
athletes as my spokesman, 
word has still traveled rela-
tively slow.

But then again, it was 
somewhat of a strange ex-
perience for me at the event 
to approach various people 
from throughout the world 

Lance Armstrongs unite 
Land Park News writer catches up with famous cyclist during Amgen Tour

See Cyclist, page 7

Photo by Tracy Bryan 
Land Park News writer Lance Armstrong spends a moment with Armstrong prior 
to the first stage of the Amgen Tour of California.
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who said that they had read 
about me in last year’s ar-
ticle.

One such person was Aus-
tralian Will Dickeson of the 
Jelly Belly Cycling Team.

Just prior to depart-
ing from Davis, Dickeson, 
whose mother Helen Perry 
is a volunteer for the tour, 
said that he was glad to 
meet me.

With a sense of humor, 
typical of many Austra-
lians, Dickeson said, “ This 
is something a bit differ-
ent (meeting Lance Arm-
strong). I thought he’d be 
pretty closed off and pretty 
hard to talk to. He’s a pretty 
famous guy, but he was just 
walking by like an average 
guy, like the rest of us. He’s 
a very easy guy to talk to. I 
like him a lot.”

Another person famil-
iar with last year’s article is 
Sacramento resident Trav-
is Hagen, a cancer survivor, 
who was diagnosed with 
testicular cancer in 2002 
and is among the many peo-
ple throughout the globe 
who are inspired by the can-
cer survival story of Lance 
Armstrong, the cyclist.

With his cancer now in 
remission through the assis-
tance of Lance Armstrong’s 
doctors in Indianapolis, 
Ind., Hagen has since had 
two children and is an avid 
cyclist.

“(Armstrong, the cyclist) 
inspired me to get on the 
bike and I’ll be racing the 
Leadville 100 (in Leadville, 
Colo.) in August,” said Ha-
gen, while standing with his 
family in Capitol Park.

Steve Brunner, the tour’s 
press chief, who is also fa-
miliar with last year’s arti-
cle, finds it very entertaining 
that the two Lance Arm-
strongs were able to meet.

“It’s like (National Bas-
ketball Association star) 

LeBron James meeting an-
other LeBron James, so it’s 
pretty cool,” Brunner said.

Following the May 14 press 
conference before the tour be-
gan, Mark Cavendish, who 
later won the first stage of 
this year’s tour with a mark of 
four hours, four minutes and 
46 seconds, said that it was 
a unique experience meeting 
another Lance Armstrong.

“I never thought I’d meet 
another Lance Armstrong, 
but sometimes I thought I’d 
never meet the (cyclist) Lance 
Armstrong,” Cavendish said.

And indeed, there is an-
other Lance Armstrong, 
thus readers can rest as-
sured that they will prompt-
ly get their news, despite 
the fact that another Lance 
Armstrong will be pedaling 
in hopes of capturing his 
eighth title at the Tour de 
France next July.

For an expanded version of this 
story, visit www.valcomnews.com.

Cyclist: ‘It’s like LeBron James meeting another LeBron James’
Continued from page 6

Land Park News Photo/Lance Armstrong
Seven-time Tour de France winner Lance Armstrong speaks about his team’s strategies for the Tour of California during a 
press conference held in Sacramento May 14. Lance Armstrongs pictured together in cover photo by Tracy Bryan. 

Land Park News Photo/Lance Armstrong
Sacramentan Travis Hagen, an amateur cyclist and a cancer survivor who was 
a patient of cyclist Lance Armstrong’s doctors, stands with his wife Carrie and 
children, William and Ashley.

w w w. v a l c o m n e w s . c o m
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4050 Walnut Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

Aegis of Carmichael

assisted living/memory care

(916) 972-1313
Lic #347001686

www.aegisliving.com

We’re the people who 
make life better.

doCument prep serviCes

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

10 % OFF 
SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will • Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

special alzheimer’s living

Residential Care Facility
for the Elderly now accepting 

applications for residents.
Let us care for your loved ones.

Woods Retreat

elderly care

owner-operated (916) 421-5845

state Lic #340306720
For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

heLp At home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

loving companions senior pLACement

five star skilled nursing

By SUSAN LAIRD 
Land Park News Writer 
susan@valcomnews.com

If you were out driving in 
the beautiful weather ear-
lier this month and saw 
what seemed like hundreds 
of people in yellow shirts 
and vests working in Wil-
liam Land Park…your eyes 
were not deceiving you. 

Over 800 volunteers 
from the Sacramento Cali-
fornia Stake of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints participated in 
“Mormon Helping Hands: 
Renewing California Parks” 
on May 8. The local effort 
was part of an ambitious 
statewide project that in-
volved some 75,000 vol-
unteers who donated their 
time, talent and treasure 
to state, regional and local 
parks throughout Califor-
nia. 

The large scope of the 
project initially took John 
Cassinat, stake president, 
aback. 

“I had just become presi-
dent about two months ear-
lier,” Cassinat said. “When I 
received the letter from El-
der L. Whitney Clayton – 
he is a member of our Pres-
idency of the Seventy and 
supervises North America 

West – saying that this was a 
project he wanted us to take 
on, I realized that this was 
one of the first big ‘to dos’ of 
my stake presidency.” 

The Sacramento Califor-
nia Stake is a geographical 
grouping of Mormon con-
gregations, or wards, in the 
Sacramento, South Sac-
ramento, Elk Grove and 
Pocket areas. It is a diverse 
group, including members 
of the Hmong and Tongan 
communities in its make-
up. The initial challenge, 
according to Cassinat, was 
to choose a location that 
everyone in the stake could 
agree upon. 

“I knew in a heartbeat 
that we needed to be in 

William Land Park,” he 
said. “Not only is it beau-
tiful and historical, it is 
loved by everyone in the 
community.” 

Members of the church 
initially planned for a turn-
out of 500. 

“We ordered 500 yellow 
vests,” Cassinat said. “ The 
response to this in our 
stake was so tremendous, 
that we quickly ran out of 
vests before the event. We 
had to tell 300 people ‘Get 
a bright yellow t-shirt’ for 
the day.” 

The hard-working Mor-
mon volunteers focused on 
historic trail restoration, 

Know your neighbor

‘Mormon Helping Hands’ clean up and beautify William Land Park 

See Land Park, page 9
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power washing park ame-
nities, landscape mainte-
nance and specialized gar-
dening at the Boat Pond 
Gardens, the WPA Rock 
Garden, and near the 
Swanston Memorial, lay-
ing sod, and tree mainte-
nance in addition to a mas-
sive clean-out of the park’s 
three ponds. 

In cooperation with the 
Sacramento Parks and Rec-
reation Department, and 
in partnership with Coun-
cil member Robert Fong 
and United Rentals, Mor-
mon Helping Hands vol-
unteers contributed more 
than 3,000 volunteer hours 
helping to maintain the 
beauty and utility of one 
of the Sacramento region’s 
most valued and heavily 
used parks. The local effort 
grew out of a larger, inter-
national effort. 

“Since 1985, the church 
has provided assistance 
around the world in ex-
cess of $884 million,” Cas-
sinat said. “ The Mormon 
Helping Hands Project 
grew out of that in 1998. 
During this time of fiscal 
belt-tightening, our desire 
was to assist with the Sac-
ramento Department of 
Parks and Recreation who 
have been at the brunt of 
budget cuts.” 

After a successful day of 
volunteering, members of 
the Sacramento California 
Stake celebrated with an 
old-fashioned family-style 
picnic with multicultural 
food festival flair. Roast-
ed pig, roasted side of beef, 
homemade baked goods 

and more were a happy re-
ward at the end of the proj-
ect. 

The volunteer servic-
es performed in Land Park 
have an estimated dollar 
value of more than $70,000. 
In appreciation, the City of 
Sacramento officially de-
clared May 8, 2010 as Mor-
mon Helping Hands Day. 
The vision of the church 
leadership was to make a 
positive contribution that 
would benefit everyone in 
the community. 

“ This was a perfect exam-
ple of people stepping up 
to make a difference,” said 
Hindolo Brima, spokes-

person for the Sacramento 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation. “ The Mormon 
Helping Hands event in-
volved over 1,000 people. In 
addition to William Land 
Park, they also did a couple 
other projects in Natomas. 
These parks and amenities 
belong to everyone, so it’s 
great when members of the 
community volunteer to 
help. We encourage other 
individuals and groups to 
follow this example and do 
the same.”

Photos of the event by Land 
Park News photographer Ste-
phen Crowley.

Land Park: ‘These parks belong to everyone’
Continued from page 8
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By ELIZABETH VALENTE
Land Park News Reporter
elizabeth@valcomnews.com

Editor’s note: Our newspaper is 
pleased to offer our readers complete 
profiles of the three candidates run-
ning for Sacramento County Sheriff. 
The interviews are printed in alpha-
betical order and are also available on-
line at www.valcomnews.com.

In the world of politics, the race for 
Sacramento County sheriff is not typ-
ically considered a hot one. But this 
year, with 57 years of law enforcement 
experience between them, three candi-
dates, Jim Cooper, Brett Daniels and 
Scott Jones, are vying for the position 
and the race is heating up. The current 
sheriff, John McGinness, is not seek-
ing re-election, and the Primary Elec-
tion is Tuesday, June 8.

Jim Cooper
jimcooperforsheriff.com

Having served 25 years as a depu-
ty sheriff in this county, Captain Jim 
Cooper, commander of the Sacra-
mento Valley Hi-Tech Crime’s Task 
Force, covers all the child pornog-
raphy investigation for the region. 
The Cordova High School graduate 
is also the taskforce commander for 
the department that deals with iden-
tity theft investigations and foren-
sics for cell phones and computers. 
As if that was not enough, he is in his 
third term as an Elk Grove city coun-
cilman, having already been mayor of 
the city twice. 

Born in France but raised in Sacra-
mento County after his father retired 
from the Air Force, Cooper put him-
self through college, receiving a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Organizational Lead-
ership from Saint Mary’s. He then 
went to the FBI National Academy 
and has taken a number of leadership 
courses. All his education and train-
ing has led him to lead the narcotic 
and gang unit.

“I spent the first five years of my job 
buying drugs every night and arrest 
the guys who sold it to me,” said Coo-
per. “Since then, my team and I have 
worked all over California with sever-
al drug agencies to combat the state’s 
drug problems.”

Cooper is backed by organizations 
like the Sacramento County Depu-
ty Sheriff ’s Association, Former Sac-
ramento County Sheriff Lou Blanas, 
Sacramento County Law Enforce-
ment Managers’ Association, and the 
Sacramento Police Officers Associa-
tion. His campaign strategy is to help 
meet budget constraints by bringing 
in more revenue for the department.

“We need to be more self-sufficient 
and not rely on the County General 
Fund,” he said. 

Cooper wants to bring in more con-
tracts, like the Work/Release Divi-
sion.

“The inmates that pick up trash and 
do community work paid to be in that 
program,” said Cooper. “The program 
brought in at least 6 million (dollars) 
a year. Little league fields were cleaned 
up, trash was picked up in neighbor-
hoods – it was a win-win situation 
for the community. And though it 
brought in revenue, the administra-
tion cut the unit.”

Along with increasing more deputies 
in the department and appointing a 
committee to help review department 
audits and help devise solutions for the 
best use of department funds, Cooper 
also advocates an academic/athletic 
program to help troubled youth. 

“When I worked narcotics I saw 
teens that were abused, that never had 
a chance in life. I’ve always been com-
mitted to our youth,” said the father 
of three.

Despite all the political mud sling-
ing and accusations in this hotly 
fought election, Cooper said he wants 
voters to know he’s a man of action, 
not inaction.

“I will do everything I can to make 
our citizens safe,” he said. 

 
Bret Daniels
bretdanielsforsheriff.com

Bret Daniels is a former Sheriff ’s 
Department deputy and former Cit-
rus Heights city councilman. Cur-
rently, Daniels works as a safety di-
rector for a shopping mall. As to his 
experience, Daniels cites his 13 years 
in the department dealing directly 
with the public. 

“I’ve watched this department grow 
into a very bureaucratic, cop-heavy 
kind of function, as opposed to a law 
enforcement function,” he said. “I have 
more direct law enforcement experi-
ence then my two opponents com-
bined. They have spent little time in 
the patrol car responding to calls. I 
don’t think they grasp the full impor-
tance of patrol enforcement.” 

If elected Sacramento County Sher-
iff, the Citrus Heights native says he 
plans to move more officers from be-
hind the desk and onto the streets pa-
trolling more neighborhoods. 

“When you call 9-1-1, you don’t care 
that there is a taskforce for this and 
a taskforce for that, you care wheth-
er or not a cop is out there in time to 
help you,” Daniels said. “We especially 
need this done by the summer, when 
more calls come in.”

Like the other two candidates run-
ning with him, Daniels is also looking 
to downsize management ranks and 
explore cost-sharing efforts with oth-
er departments and organizations.

“The function of the Sheriff ’s De-
partment is to serve and protect the 
community. I’ll put more officers in 
the community and will work with 
non-profit organizations that want to 
help,” he said. “We need more neigh-
borhood watch and senior volunteer 
programs. Every little bit helps.”

This is Daniels’ fourth run for Sac-
ramento County Sheriff and says he 
does it because of the passion for law 
enforcement and Sacramento Coun-
ty.

“I want to ensure that people living 
in Sacramento County get the oppor-
tunity to live in a safe place,” Daniels 
said.

Daniels, a former mayor of Citrus 
Heights (he resigned from his posi-
tion before the term was over), plans 
to take a business approach in run-
ning the department. He admits he 
did not go to school for business, but 
rather studied criminal justice at a lo-
cal community college. 

“I went to the school of hard 
knocks,” laughed Daniels. “But seri-
ously, the past ten years working in 
the private sector has given me an in-
sight of how to approach the depart-
ment with a business perspective.”

Scott Jones
jones4sheriff.org

Captain Scott Jones, an Antioch 
resident, has been with the depart-
ment for 21 years. Before choosing a 
career in law enforcement, Jones stud-
ied at UC Davis to become a doctor. 
A few years later, he decided to change 
his major and pursue criminal justice 
at Sacramento State University. But 
the ambition didn’t stop there. While 
working in corrections as an officer, 
Jones went to law school at night.

“I was a lawyer by day and patrolled 
the mean streets of North Highlands 
at night,” Jones said.

His drive paid off. He currently 
serves as legal adviser and assistant to 

current Sacramento County Sheriff 
John McGinness.

“As a cop, we tend to be linear think-
ers, black and white, just the facts. The 
law degree gave me a whole different 
context on how to look at problems 
and situations. It has given me the 
ability to recognize the importance of 
perception,” he said.

But his career hasn’t always been a 
smooth ride. In 2004, Jones was sus-
pended from the department while 
federal investigators looked into a 
mishandling of a Treasury check. He 
was cleared of all charges.

“It was fully investigated by the U.S. 
Attorney and FBI and proven to be 
unfounded. I understand they had to 
investigate it,” he said. “I was exonerat-
ed, I had nothing to hide.”

With a strong support from his 
family and backers like Sheriff Mc-
Ginness, Sacramento Police Chief 
Rick Braziel, and former U.S. At-
torney McGregor Scott, Jones has 
since pushed forward and is focusing 
his effort on making the Sacramen-
to County Sheriff ’s Department an 
“open-book policy.”

“As commander of the Main Jail, 
the largest division in the Sheriff ’s 
Department, I instituted reforms 
that dramatically reduced the number 
of complaints, excessive force allega-
tions and costly lawsuits,” said Jones. 
“I opened up the jail for the first time 
to the media and the public.”

Along with opening the jail to me-
dia, examining the allegations of exces-
sive force and high suicide rates in the 
jail, and the ride-along program, Jones 
plans to take an innovating thinking 
and ethical leadership approach in his 
campaign for sheriff.

“We are custodians of the taxpayers’ 
dollars,” he said. “This department will 
have no secrets and be as transparent 
and open as possible.”

Like the other candidates, Jones also 
vows no advocacy for fees or taxes.

“As sheriff I’ll work to find alterna-
tive funding sources including federal 
and state grants, local ballot initiatives, 
and the expansion of enterprise-based 
services.”

Jim Cooper Bret Daniels Scott Jones

Know your candidate

Meet the three running for Sacramento County Sheriff 



11www.valcomnews.com  •  May 27, 2010   •  The Land Park NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.



1� The Land Park News  •  May 27, 2010   •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Generation Y – 
Listen up
By DARBY PATTERSON
Land Park News Columnist
darby@valcomnews.com

My husband and I were leaving DeVere’s Irish pub in 
downtown Sacramento as twilight descended. A couple 
of young business bucks were on the patio tossing down 
pints. They were using (shall we say) colorful language. 
One apologized to me and assured him it was no prob-
lem (he hasn’t heard me express myself ). Then, as we 
were walking away I heard him remark that his grand-
mother wouldn’t approve of that vernacular.

Now, I have finally settled into young people asking 
me if I want the senior discount – but I am far from be-
ing a 20-something’s grandmother. I wanted to pummel 
the little Gen Y troglodyte. It’s very difficult, sometimes, 
for those of us with more mature judgment to ignore the 
unintentional slights of youth. And, I am thinking that 
maybe we shouldn’t!

Baby Boomers are sweeping onto the population 
charts in record numbers – and we are planning to live 
longer and better than any generation before us. Perhaps 
it’s time to exert our well-earned authority. Toward that, 
I should have made that young man wash his mouth 
with soap – or eat his words. Note to anyone under the 
age of 40 – don’t presume to guess the age of anyone 
who looks old enough to be your parent (or grandpar-
ent). It’s not polite and puts you in the general classifica-
tion of “Jerk.”

Furthermore, please don’t call us “honey,” or “sweetie” or 
“dear.” This is inherently condescending. It implies a supe-
riority you have not lived long enough to claim. It’s wom-
en who are most prone to issue this unintended slight, 
although I have had young men (clerks in stores, dudes 
behind the counter) toss me this empty term of endear-
ment. I am not your sweetie or honey. We’ve never been 
properly introduced and I think I would find you quite 
boring if I was forced to have a conversation with you.

As older adults who want to maintain dignity and ex-
ercise our rights of elder-hood, I think we owe it to the 
young to demand a level of respect. For me, this means 
refusing to tolerate or ignore these small gaffs. How will 
they know if we don’t inform them? Of course, really 
nice Baby Boomers will find a gentle, acceptable way to 
get the message across: “I know you mean well, but I’d 
rather you didn’t address me that way. It’s inappropriate.” 
I am striving to be that reasonable. My response? “Lis-
ten kid, do you know who I am? I am Georgia O’Keefe, 
Madam Curie, Elizabeth Stanton, Marian Anderson, 
Amelia Earhart. I am not your grandma – and if I was, 
you’d have better manners.”

With our burgeoning older generation I think it’s time 
to aggressively seek to change the stereotypes about “se-
niors.” We are not feeble, slow, childlike, dependent or a 
host of other misconceptions that accompany moving 
into the second half of life. I’m interested in what oth-
er Boomers and our parents would like to see changed 
about the way we are perceived. Comments welcome!

Tell Darby what you think – she blogs online at www.
valcomnews.com. Darby Patterson is a member of the 
Sacramento County Adult and Aging Commission and 
the author of “Meow.org, The Cat-Napping Caper.” Visit 
Darby at www.storiesandbooks.com.

L i f e  a f t e r  5 0Got News? E-mail Ryan Rose, 

ryanrose@valcomnews.com
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Faces and places

Gunther’s celebrates 70 years of 
scooping sweet memories

On Saturday, May 15, Rick and Marle-
na Klopp, owners of Gunther’s Quality Ice 
Cream in Land Park, kicked-off a 70-year an-
niversary celebration with a BBQ, music and 
entertainment. They raffled prizes donated by 
local Sacramento small businesses, including a 

Beach Comber Bicycle valued at $700. Scores 
of local residents attended the event, celebrat-
ing 70 years of sweet memories.

Picture by Land Park News photographer Ste-
phen Crowley.
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“Sign”
Language

“Sign”
Language

For over 35 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

2701 5th Avenue • $399,000
LArry eAsterLing • 849-9431

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ Low introductory coSt
★ Start anytime
★ Live cLaSSeS

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthLy caSh FLow
★ tenant Screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907“…For Fine older homes and 

quality newer homes”

JUST LISTED:

211 eAst Curtis Drive • $689,000 
LArry eAsterLing • 849-9431

1233 Beverly Way
Old Land Park Charmer. Sweet 
2br with hardwood floors, cen-
tral heat and air, and more. Put 
your own touches on this well lo-
cated property. See for yourself. 
Usually open most weekends 
1-4 or 2-5. $337,000
Trey BoneTTi • 768-9360

2605 PorTola Way
Classic, Mediterranean style prop-
erty. Wonderful living space up-
stairs & down, 1 traditional, 1 con-
temporary, both unique. Kingsize 
backyrd & Spanish style crtyrd.I 
mpressive mature redwood trees 
front & back. $500,000 
James Walker • 607-0519

500 4Th avenue
One of a kind custom gem. 
Tuscany design w/tall open arch-
ways. Dream kitchen cherry wood 
cabinets, 5 burner gas cook top, 
2 ovens, pantry, granite counter 
tops, island & desk. $769,000
vickie hulBerT • 444-9973

1820 commercial Way
In the heart of Land Park sits this 3br 1.5ba home. Updated 
kitchen with sep. breakfast nook area and finished basement 
that includes kitchen area and half bath.  Seller is in process 
of moving. $379,000
larry easTerling • 849-9431

1650 10Th avenue
Classic 1 story w/Art Deco touches 
thruout. Exquisite home in desire-
able College Tract of Land Park. 
Master suite incls remodled bath 
w/limestone, dble sinks, dramatic 
mirrors & lighting. Patio off master 
for morning coffee. $590,000
mindy defenBaugh • 834-6202
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Neglected Pools 
Produce Mosquitoes.

RePoRt theM!
Call 1(800) 429-1022 

or visit www.FIGhttheBIte.net
Fight
the Bite!
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Special to The Land Park News

Due to Sacramento 
State’s projected 2010-
2011 budget shortfall of 
approximately $26 million, 
layoff notifications will be 
sent today to 8 staff  em-
ployees represented by the 
California State Universi-
ty Employees’ Union. The 

University will also elimi-
nate vacant staff  and man-
agement positions, reas-
sign staff  and managers, 
and reduce the number 
of temporary employees 
to close the deficit, which 
was brought on by drastic 
cuts in state funding.

“ The work we have done 
over the last two years to 

reduce expenses and judi-
ciously use reserve funds, 
along with the furloughs, 
gave us the resources we 
needed to insulate against 
personnel reductions,” 
President Alexander Gon-
zalez says.  “However, deep 
cuts in state support of 
higher education have left 
us with no further options, 

and the CSU Chancellor’s 
Office has concurred that 
the limited number of lay-
offs is unavoidable as part 
of our overall need to re-
duce salary expenses.”

Unprecedented state 
budget cuts to the Cal-
ifornia State University 
have forced Sacramento 
State to shrink its bud-

get. As part of  the plan to 
meet budget reductions, 
the University is elimi-
nating 38.5 vacant staff 
and seven vacant manage-
ment positions, transfer-
ring 17.43 positions to 
non-state funded sources 
and leaving 20 staff  and 
eight management posi-
tions vacant.

The campus planned 
for both 12 percent and 
18 percent budget reduc-
tions, and due to pru-
dent financial manage-
ment, the University was 
able to minimize the im-
pact at 12 percent. Be-
cause of  retirements, not 
filling vacant positions, 
reassigning and realign-
ing services, transferring 
employees to non-state 
funding when possible, 
reducing operating ex-
penses and substantially 
reducing travel, the cam-
pus was able to avoid fur-
ther cuts at this time.

At this time, the Univer-
sity is maintaining its ten-
ured or tenure-track fac-
ulty and retired faculty 
under the Faculty Early 
Retirement Plan, or FERP. 
“ This decision helps us 
build a schedule for Fall 
2010 that can better ac-
commodate the number of 
students we expect,” says 
University Provost Joseph 
Sheley. “We are admitting 
all qualified students, as 
required by law, and we 
want to give them the best 
possible chance of obtain-
ing the courses they need 
to advance toward gradu-
ation.”

Once the state budget 
is approved and the im-
pact is known, Universi-
ty officials will re-evaluate 
the campus budget for the 
spring semester.

Sacramento State has 
approximately 1,338 fac-
ulty positions, 1,183 staff 
positions and 167 man-
agement positions, for a 
total of 2,688 positions.

The California State 
University Employees 
Union represents the di-
rectly affected staff  mem-
bers. The University will 
offer outplacement and 
counseling services to all 
workers who are laid off  or 
decline reassignment.

Sacramento State University announces staff layoffs
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Photo courtesy of Barbara Tracy 
Making a difference in the local community, these representatives of area non-
profit groups received over $19,000 from the Rotary Club of South Sacramento 
to go out and do good for others. Left to right, Donna Wood, Ed Daniels, Bernice 
O’Neil, Phil Sherwood, Elnora Woods, Gay Ritner, Megan Perry, Patti Shaw, Liz 
Long, Angela Adams, Gus Guichard. Seated, Inez Whitlow, Frank Cook. 

By SUSAN LAIRD 
Land Park News Writer
susan@valcomnews.com

A small group of local busi-
ness men and women gave over 
$19,000 local nonprofits that 
serve the community on May 
10. 

Some 20 community organi-
zations received checks from the 
39 members of the Rotary Club 
of South Sacramento, at the 
group’s weekly meeting at the 
Casa Garden Restaurant. The 
donations reflected just a por-
tion of the funds given out by 
the generous club, which is firm-
ly committed to Rotary Interna-
tional’s slogan “Service Above 
Self.” 

“This is nothing new,” said 
Frank Cook, president of the 
Rotary Club of South Sacra-
mento. “Serving others and step-
ping up when there is a need, 
this is the basis for our society.” 

Rotary International is a vol-
unteer service organization with 
33,000 clubs in over 200 coun-
tries and geographical areas. It 
initiates humanitarian projects 
that address today’s challenges 
affecting the world today, such 
as hunger, poverty and illiteracy. 

Rotary club members repre-
sent a cross-section of business 
and professional leaders around 
the world. These 1.2 million 
men and women donate their 
expertise, time, and funds to 
support local and internation-
al projects that help people in 
need and promote understand-
ing among cultures. The South 
Sacramento club is one of some 
40 Rotary clubs in the Sacra-
mento region. 

The South Sacramento Ro-
tarians worked hard during the 
past year to raise funds to ben-
efit those in need in the local 
community, the region and the 
world. They sweltered in the 
summer sun, selling fireworks. 
They put on an annual crab feed 
and a golf tournament, and per-
formed numerous other fund-
raising tasks with joyful and 
hope-filled hearts. 

“Our club responded with 
great generosity to needs around 
the world and locally,” said Kry-
sia Falltrick, a member of the 
club. “In only one meeting, over 
$1,000 was raised to be donat-
ed to Shelter Box Internation-
al. Each box supplies up to 10 
people with a tent and essential 
supplies to use in a disaster. I am 
so proud to be a member of this 
club.” 

South Sacramento Rotarians give back large to community 
Rotary’s flagship program 

is its effort to protect children 
against polio. It aims to eradi-
cate the disease from the world. 
Another international effort 
is the Wheelchair Founda-
tion. The South Sacramento 
group contributed to these in-
ternational efforts also. In part-
nership with other clubs in the 
area, the Rotarians will distrib-
ute 1,120 wheelchairs next year 
in San Jose, Costa Rica. 

Local groups receiving funds 
included: the Boy Scouts of 
America, the Camellia Sym-
phony Orchestra, Chicks in Cri-
sis Inc., the Foster Youth Speech 
Contest (National Coalition 
of 100 Black Women Inc.), the 
Girl Scouts of America, Loaves 
and Fishes, Luther Burbank 
High School, Moral Values, 
NorCal Camp Grizzly, Project 
Night Night, Rosemont Robot-
ics Club, Sacramento City Col-
lege, the Sacramento Recovery 
House, St. John’s Shelter, SSIP 
Emergency Food Closet, Toys 
for the Troops’ Kids, YMCA 
and VSA Arts. 

All requests for grants from 
the Rotary Club of South Sac-
ramento received consideration, 
including one from a student. 
Megan Perry, a junior at Chris-
tian Brothers High School, re-
ceived a grant to provide canvas 
bags for Project Night Night. 

“Project Night Night in San 
Francisco collects stuffed ani-

mals and blankets in canvas bags 
for homeless children,” Perry 
said. “This gives them something 
concrete and stable to hang onto 
while they are in a very unstable 
situation.” 

Each gift will help to fuel ef-
forts to improve conditions for 
every resident in the local area 
and the region at large. 

“As there are more and more 
cutbacks in education, it is hard-
er and harder for families with 
youngsters to experience a live 
concert,” said Gus Guichard, 
president of the Camellia Sym-
phony Orchestra. “In this econ-
omy, I understand why cuts 
are necessary. This donation, 
however, will allow us to con-
tinue our program to give kids 
and their parents an opportuni-
ty to go see a concert next year. 
Thank you.” 

“Chicks in Crisis serves teens 
and women who are pregnant,” 
said Inez Whitlow, founder and 
CEO of that organization. “We 
provide free services to help ba-
bies. The people we serve are in 
dire straits. Chicks in Crisis re-
duces the number of infants fac-
ing abandonment, foster care, 
abuse or even death. This mon-
ey will go far to help make a dif-
ference.” 

“We will be holding our 
first speech contest next 
week,” said Donna Wood, of 
the National Coalition of 100 
Black Women. “Thank you. 

We are a 30-year-old organi-
zation dedicated to promot-
ing leadership development 
and gender equity in the areas 
of health, education and eco-
nomic empowerment.” 

“Thank you for helping men 
to get off the streets and deal 
with their issues of alcoholism 
and drug dependency,” said Ed 
Daniels, representative of the 
Sacramento Recovery House. 
“This donation will get a kid off 
the streets and get him to turn-
around his life.” 

VSA stands for Very Special 
Arts. The group pairs special 
education students with local 
artists. VSA will use the Rotary 
funds to continue to provide op-

portunities for these students in 
the visual and performing arts. 

“Thank you from the kids who 
will benefit from YMCA’s camp 
programs,” said Liz Long, direc-
tor. “These funds will send kids 
to local and resident camps.” 

The enthusiasm of the recip-
ients warmed the hearts of the 
Rotarians, and served to inspire 
them to continue their efforts to 
give back to the community. It is 
something that Cook does not 
find surprising. 

“The purpose of Rotary is to 
give service to others and there-
by create momentum in those 
people to pass that service on,” 
he said. “Then it’s a complete 
‘pass it on’ environment.”
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Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

ADDITION SPECIALIST

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

CARPET/ UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

COMPUTER SERVICES

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

B ATH & KITCHEN REMODEL

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

CALL 444-0551

DON’T WAIT–BEAT THE HEAT!
Season Special

A/C Check-up–$85.00

REBATES/TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE/ ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS 

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 
 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

 LIC# 696355

CARPET 

Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 714-1606
Lic # 510423

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

FENCING

Land Park News
Home Improvement Guide

call Melissa at 429-9901 to advertise your service 

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable
Res. & Commercial work

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/Free Est.

Since 1960 in Sac area

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

CUSTOM CABINETS
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

RootER SERVICE

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com
CALL 456-7777

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WoRK GUaRaNtEED / SENIoR DISCoUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

LaNDSCaPING

PLUMBING

  

office 442-7586 mobile 204-4090
Located on corner of 7th and Riverside Boulevard

25% Discount for all new customers with this ad, good until 07/31
(discount applies to labor only)

Water Heater   Disposal    Faucets
Sewer & Drain Cleaning/Video Camera Inspections

We sPeCiAliZe in
•Copper repipe •Sewer and water line replacements •Gas lines - installed

Full Service
Keith & Harry StaleyRiverside Plumbing 

 Lic# 338816 C-36 

RooFING

PaINtING

PooL SERVICE

landscaping

handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RaIN GUttER CLEaNING
• RototILLING/& SoD PLaCEMENt
• CoNCREtE REMoVaL
• yaRD CLEaN-UP/HaULING
• PRESSURE WaSHING

SPECIaLS FoR SENIoRS/*SERVING tHE aREa FoR oVER 10 yRS*

lic#128758/Ref

CLEAN-UP SPECIALS/Yard Makeovers!

FREEDoM
HaNDyMaN SERVICES

HaNDyMaN

no Job Too smAll!
Call Eric

(916) 470-3488

Free up your time from those 
pesky unwanted jobs!

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement!
–Plumbing – Carpentry – electrical
– yard Care – Hauling – sprinklers

Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

PLUMBING

HaNDyMaN SERVICE

HaNDyMaN

PaINtING

HaULING

* Concrete/dirt Removal
* Tear outs

*gutter Cleaning & moRe!

larry (916) 821-8824

larry’s Hauling & 
maintenance services

I’m a “do all” man!

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Terra bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430 or 802-9897

LaNDSCaPING

• Full yard maintenance
• one time clean-up
• sprinkler repair

gardening maintenance
“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

fencing

RooFING your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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bookkeeping
#1 Bookkeeper
2 6 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, Chiro-
practors, Non-profit, retail, Martial Arts, Barber, 
Construction, Wholesale, Investment Clubs, Corp, 
partnerships, Sm Business. We are experts in 
General Ledger, payroll, profit & Loss & Quarterlies. 
Call for yr specialized appt. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820. www.taxirene.info

CoMpUTeRS
goT CoMpUTeR pRobLeMS?
pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the pocket area. $35/hr. outside the pocket 
area, travel charge will apply. problem not fixed? 
No pay! Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 
296-7161.

gaRdening SeRviCe
Spi gaRdening SeRviCe
Spring Clean-up Special! Complete yard mainte-
nance, monthly services or one-time cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning, sprinkler repair, &  pressure 
washing. Free estimates & senior discounts. 
Work done by owner. Lic# 631205. Call Bob (916) 
391-5234 or 212-5234..

HandYMan
CLean Up SpeCiaLS
rain gutter cleaning, eMerGeNCY SerVICeS,
too! Sod, sprinklers, hauling, concrete removal 
(patio, borders, etc.), gutters cleaned, pressure 
washing,  painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-
up, general labor, fence repairs, planting, light tree 
trimming, odd jobs & more. LICeNSeD. references 
available. Call Les at 838-1247. Ask about the 
specials for seniors.

HandYMan SeRviCeS
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call.  electrical, plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,plaster, Stucco, repairs and remod-
eling, you name it! Lic# 908942.  Call Steven 
at 230-2114.

Land foR SaLe
Land foR SaLe
Want out of California? Two 1/2 – 4 1/2 acre 
parcels, reno/Carson City area. $35-45,000 with 
easy terms. Call (530) 222-8205.

peT poRTRaiTS
oRiginaLpeT poRTRiaTS
original pet portraiture. realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. perfect gift for animal-lovers! rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

Do you have an interesting 
story to tell? 

Unusual hobby, collection 
or job? Maybe it’s your 

100th birthday!  Do you have 
fun/unusual photos you 

would like to share with the 
readers?

Do you know someone who 
deserves recognition for 

volunteering?
Mail to: Land ParkNews

2709 Riverside Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA 95818 or 

send to:
ryanrose@valcomnews.com

Sell your car
in the classifieds

Need Home 
Improvement?
Check out the

Home Improvement 
Guide

 in the Land Park News.
Call  429-9901 
for ad rates.

Call today! 429-9901

Advertise in California Kids! 
Serving Greater Sacramento

Call for rates! 
Featuring activities and places for 

families to visit, book reports, mazes, 
color pages, etc. lots of fun stuff!

For more information, call Marc
at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

California Kids!

Looking for work? 
Need a new career?  

Call Valley Community Newspapers 
for rates for their employment 

listing section.
Call  (916) 429-9901.

Tax pRepaReR
#1 Tax pRepaReR
26 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including allState returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTeC
registered & Bonded. please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. www.taxirene.info

WanTed
WanTed oLd vinTage baRbie doLLS
I am looking for Barbie collections large or small; 
accessories & any related dolls or items, from 1959-
1975. Cash payment! Cell# 916 425-7139 email:
conniericca@comcast..net

Being Broke is 
no JoKE!

do You need a loan
To Stay Afloat?

1-877-406-6133
no UPfronT fEEs!

By LANCE ARMSTRONG 
Land Park News Writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Back in the days when the 
Riverside-Pocket area was con-
sidered “out in the country” to 
the city folks of Sacramento, 
this area was heavily populat-
ed by first- and second-gener-
ation Portuguese people, who 
operated their own local busi-
nesses. And among the most 
important of these businesses 
were early grocery stores.

Despite the large number of 
Portuguese living in this area 
during this time, Riverside’s 
first full grocery store (an ear-
lier, smaller store was located 
at the current site of The Trap 
at 6125 Riverside Blvd.), Con-
ley’s Riverside Cash Store, on 
Riverside Road – now River-
side Boulevard – was originally 
owned by an Irish man, named 
Charles “Charlie” Conley.

Conley, who in about the ear-
ly 1900s opened his business, 
which was a general merchan-
dise store, which included gro-
ceries, operated the store with 
his wife, Nanny.

Although very limited infor-
mation about the couple, who 
had no children, is known to-
day, Riverside native Alice Da 
Rosa, 94, whose father Anto-
nio Da Rosa purchased Con-
ley’s store in about 1912, said 

that she remembers seeing 
Conley many times during her 
childhood.

“Mr. Conley was an Irish man 
and his wife was also Irish,” Al-
ice said. “He lived on Riverside 
Road. He was a nice person. 
He was about 80, I guess, when 
I was just a kid.”

Alice said that although she 
does not know the circum-
stances in which Conley met 
her father, she described her fa-
ther’s relationship with Conley 
as “very close.”

“My dad was like a son to 
him,” Alice said. “You see, they 
were very, very close. He de-
pended on my father for a lot 
of things. I wish I knew how 
they ever met and how they 
ever got together (in business). 
That’s the puzzle in the system. 
But they knew each other for a 
long, long time and oh, good-
ness knows when that was.”

The father-son-like relation-
ship between Conley and An-
tonio was so strong that Con-
ley invited the Da Rosa family 
to live with him.

Alice said that Conley’s res-
idence was later the birthplace 
of her brothers.

“I had three brothers and the 
three brothers were all born in 
Mr. Conley’s house,” Alice said. 
“My oldest brother (Elmer) was 
the first to be born in Mr. Con-

ley’s house and he was the apple 
of his eye. Oh, he was. He re-
ally was. We girls were born in 
the house that my dad had built 
on this property (on Riverside 
Boulevard), where I live now.”

From Conley to Da Rosa
After purchasing Conley’s 

Riverside Cash Store, Antonio 
operated the business for about 
the following three years.

In 1915, Antonio, who was 
born in the Portuguese, Azorean 
island of Pico on May 30, 1882, 
purchased property on the levee 

side of Riverside Road, about 
a mile from the Conley store, 
which stood just south of the 
then-new Sutter School.

It was on this property that 
he had a new store built for him 
that he called Riverside Gro-
cery.

The store also originally in-
cluded a saloon, a gasoline pump 
and a barbershop. The barber-
shop, however, was a very short-
lived endeavor.

Alice said that besides dur-
ing her father’s early years in the 
grocery business, when he had 

assistance from several others 
from within the community, his 
involvement in this field was a 
family affair.

“Working in the store was a 
family thing,” Alice said. “I grew 
up with it and it was just a way 
of life for us. All my brothers and 
sisters and my mother (Maria) 
worked in the store. My moth-
er had six of us to raise, so she 
was a pretty busy person. As for 
myself, I would have rather been 
playing with jacks and marbles 

Pieces of the past
Da Rosa stores played essential role in early days of Riverside-Pocket area 

Photo courtesy of PHCS
Antonio Da Rosa (far left with arms folded) stands on the porch of his then-
newly-acquired business, Conley’s Riverside Cash Store, which he purchased from 
Charles Conley in about 1912.

Photo courtesy of PHCS
Francis Da Rosa, one of the three sons 
of Antonio Da Rosa, stands near River-
side Grocery in this 1930s photograph.

See Da Rosa, page 23
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and things like that, but I didn’t 
mind working in the store, be-
cause I used to like helping my 
father. And my father needed us 
to handle many of the (duties) 
in the store.”

Alice said that she kept busy 
in the store doing a variety 
of work, including wrapping 
merchandise for customers.

“I would do the things that 
I could handle,” Alice said. “I 
was pretty young back then.”

A special family business
Pocket native Dolores (Silva) 

Greenslate, 85, said that she re-
members both Riverside Gro-
cery and the former Conley’s 
Riverside Cash Store building, 
which she never saw as a grocery 
store, since by the time of her 
childhood, it had already been 
converted into a bar that did not 
permit access to children.

“My parents would shop at the 
Da Rosa’s store, but the thing I 
remember the most about going 
to the grocery store is that we all 
had to walk home from (Sutter 
School) and if you ever found a 
penny or had any money at all, 
you had to make up your mind 
whether you wanted to go to 
Conley’s (as it was still referred 
to at this time despite having a 
different name) or the Da Rosa’s 
grocery store,” Greenslate said.

Greenslate, who attend-
ed Sutter School with some 
of the Da Rosa children and 
walked to and from the school 
with a group of children, said 
that although Conley’s was no 
longer a grocery store during 
her school years, it did carry a 
small supply of candy for sale.

“Conley’s had a window that 
came down and you tapped on 
that window,” Greenslate said. “It 

was one of those (windows) that 
you unfastened from the inside 
and it came down and formed 
like a little ledge and they could 
serve things out of there. Well, 
you had to make up your mind 
if you wanted an all day sucker 
or if you wanted bubble gum. At 
Conley’s, you could get that real 
good bubble gum. Otherwise, 
you walked clear down to Da Ro-
sa’s grocery store, further down 
the road, and they had those all-
day suckers. They had a big jar on 
the edge of the counter, near the 
door, and they had these suckers 
in all these different colors. So, 
you picked out the color that you 
wanted and I always picked out 
the raspberry one, because it had 
more flavor, I thought. You could 
buy one for a penny.

“The thing was Conley’s was 
about a half a block south of the 
school, so if you went there, you 
could chew gum all the way home. 
But if I bought an all-day sucker 
from the Da Rosas’ store, which 
was only about a block away from 
my house, my brother would 
probably want something, too, 
and then there would be a fight. 
So, a lot of times I would get the 
bubble gum. Plus, it was the best 
tasting bubble gum and you could 
blow bubbles all the way home, 
which was about a 30-minute 
walk, since we were in no hurry to 
get home after school.”

The local market
Riverside Grocery made a 

great impression on the com-
munity due to its services, 
which extended well beyond 
selling such things as grocer-
ies and general merchandise.

Antonio, who worked for 
the Southern Pacific Railroad 
in Sacramento during the ear-

ly 1900s and later worked on 
the steamship Apache on the 
Sacramento River, then de-
veloped a three-acre peach or-
chard and sold wholesale fruit 
to be shipped back East, was 
known for his kind demeanor.

Since the then-rural River-
side-Pocket area was an agricul-
tural community with farmers 
who relied on seasonal incomes, 
Antonio allowed some local 
farmers to run tabs for many 
months until produce from 
their farmlands could produce 
sufficient funds to cover their 
outstanding bills at the store.

Antonio was also known 
to assist Japanese of the area 
in obtaining their citizenship 
papers and drivers’ licenses.

Additionally, Antonio, who 
was later a member of the rec-
lamation board during Gov. 
Culbert Olson’s time in office 
and was a member of the Sut-
ter School board of trustees, 
supplied groceries free-of-
charge to various needy fam-
ilies in the Riverside-Pocket 
area during the Depression.

An end of an era occurred 
in 1948, when Antonio retired 
from the grocery business.

Although Antonio no longer 
worked in this field and passed 
away 20 years later, Greenslate 
said that he left a strong lega-

cy in the Riverside-Pocket area 
through Riverside Grocery.

“(Riverside Grocery) served 
the people of Riverside and 
Pocket well, because other-
wise, we would have had to 
travel clear to (Sacramento) 
for all the necessary things we 
needed from the ordinary gro-
cery store,” Greenslate said. “It 

Photo courtesy of PHCS
Shown clockwise, left to right, in this 1925 photograph are the children of Anto-
nio and Maria Da Rosa: Francis, Alice, Irvin, Elmer, Marie (baby) and Elvira (sitting, 
front left).

Da Rosa: ‘It completed the circle of businesses 
of the Riverside-Pocket, Portuguese area’
Continued from page 22

filled the last void of what we 
were lacking in the communi-
ty, because we had a gas sta-
tion, we had a church and we 
had schools. So, (the store) 
was very important and ap-
preciated, because it complet-
ed the circle of businesses of 
the Riverside-Pocket, Portu-
guese area.”
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Get in the calendar

Is your club, group, church, school, 
or organization having an upcoming 
event? Let us know. Send information 
about your event—including date, 
time, location, a brief description, cost 
(if any), and contact information—
to Calendar, c/o Valley Community 
Newspapers, 2709 Riverside Blvd., 
Sacramento, CA 95818, or e-mail 
ryanrose@valcomnews.com. Deadline 
is one week before publication. 
Priority is given to events that are in 
the community and/or of little or no 
cost. There is no guarantee that events 
submitted will appear in the calendar. 
To ensure placement within the 
newspaper, please call 429.9901 to place 
an advertisement.

May 27

Wellspring golf tournament
Wellspring Women’s Center is hosting 
it’s 21st Annual Golf Tournament bene-
fit event on Thursday, May 27, at Whit-
ney Oaks Golf Club in Rocklin. There 
will be a shotgun start at 8:30 a.m. 
Proceeds support Wellspring Wom-
en’s Center in the Oak Park neighbor-
hood. For more information (916) 454-
9688 x 205 or visit us online at www.
wellspringwomen.org. Golfers register 
for just $135, with reservations due no 
later than May 20 and forms are avail-
able online.

May 29

Memorial Day Ceremony of Reverence
Join us at 10 a .m. for a ceremony 
honoring our Veteran’s who gave the 
ultimate sacrif ice. Speakers wil l  be 
featured and the Veterans Affi l iat-
ed Council  Honor Squad wil l  give a 
rifle salute and taps. The gravesite 
of  al l  veterans wil l  be adorned with 
U.S. Flags. Visitors may park across 
the street from the 10th Street Gate 
and meet at the Mortuary Chapel 
near the middle of  the cemetery (fol-
low the carriageways to the south). 
Held under the auspices of  City of 
Sacramento Division of  History & 
Science and the Old City Cemetery 
Committee, Inc. the Veterans Affi l-
iated Council  of  Sacramento, pres-
ents this free event as a public ser-
vice.

May 31

Memorial Day tribute 
Mount Vernon Memorial Park - 43rd Annual Me-
morial Day Tribute. Jet flyover, skydiver, Navy 2 Bell 
Ceremony, 59th Army Band, Mr. John Cavaiani, 
Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient will be 
the guest speaker and much more to honor veterans 
of the past and present. 11 a.m. 8201 Greenback 
Lane, Fair Oaks. Free (916) 969-1251.

June

Pops in the Park 2010
Pops in the Park returns to East Sacramento for 
the 2010 season: Saturday, June 5 - East Portal 
Park “Whiskey Dawn” playing; Saturday, June 
12 - Glenn Hall Park “Because,” a tribute to the 
Beatles and Second Saturday Showing by Sofia 
Lacin & Hennessy Christophel; Saturday, June 
19 - Bertha Henschel Park “SwingMasters,” 
ESIA Sidney Pope & Onion Awards, Wad-
ing Pool Open - Free Admission; Saturday, June 
26 - McKinley Park, “The Q-Balls” playing. All 
concerts begin at 6 p.m.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Widowed Persons Association
Widowed Persons Association of CA (WPAC) 
Chapter 1 is a non-profit organization that ad-
dresses the needs of widowed persons (both 
men and women) coping with the death of their 
spouse. This is a peer support session of two 
hours from 3:00-5:00 p.m. every Sunday, con-
ducted by a trained facilitator. These sessions are 
held at the office located at 2628 El Camino Av-
enue Suite D-18. For more information about 
these sessions and the organization, contact the 
WPAC office at (916)972-9722.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free Dance Lessons
Free tap dance lessons on Fridays at noon 
at the Dance Corner, 2927 Fulton Ave. For 
more information, call 804-3104.

June 5

Jensen Garden Workday
Friends of the Jensen Botanical Garden hold 
garden work days one Saturday of every month 
from 9AM to 1PM. The next workday is Sat-
urday, June 5, 2010. Bring work gloves, hand 
pruners and your lunch. Come join with other 
volunteers to keep the garden beautiful all year. 
Next workdays in 2010 are 7/10, 8/7, 9/11, 
10/9, 11/6, 12/4. The Jensen Garden is locat-
ed at 8520 Fair Oaks Blvd. in Carmichael. For 
more info: Tracy Kerth (916) 485-5322 ex23 
or email tracy@carmichaelpark.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Resource fair
Primrose: Living with Memory Loss has 
teamed up with St. Anthony Parish to 
host a resource fair for seniors, family 
members, caregivers, and medical profes-
sionals seeking information and/or ser-
vices for love ones or friends. There will 
be agencies and non-profit organizations 
from all different industries that will be 
more than happy to answer any questions 
and assist in any way. Event is Saturday, 
June 5, 2010 from 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at St. 
Anthony Parish: 660 Florin Rd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Buddhist Church 
Rummage Sale
With a theme of recycling, reusing, and 
raising revenue for the Sacramento Bud-
dhist Church Endowment Fund, a rum-
mage sale is planned for Saturday, June 5, 
from 8-2 p.m. at the church social hall at 
240l Riverside Blvd., Sacramento 95818. 
A wide range of items including collect-
ibles, clothing, household items, books, 
tools, and plants will be available at bar-
gain prices. Donations to the sale will be 
accepted at the church on June 2-4. Un-
sold items will be donated to charities to 
help others and to keep them from going 
to the landfills. Come early for best se-
lection. Call the church office, 916-446-
0121 for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fuchsia Society show
The Sacramento Branch of the Ameri-
can Fuchsia Society will have their Annual 
Show and Sale at the Shepard Garden and 
Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd, Sacra-
mento, on Saturday, June 5 from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Members will be on hand to give tips 
on growing fuchsias. Hanging and upright 
fuchsia varieties for sale. Free admission. For 
more information call Alice Bowles, 916-
972-8606.

June 5-6

Benefit Plant Sale
The Benefit Plant Sales will have a sale of 
new, rare and hard to find perennials, from 
starter to gallons on Saturday and Sun-
day, June 5-6 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. both 
days. The sale will Benefit Sunburst Proj-
ects summer camp for kids, and will be held 
in the covered parking area on 18th St, be-
hind the Gifted Gardener at 18th and J 
streets. Over 200 varieties of perennials will 
be available. For further info, contact the 
sale coordinator - Robert Hamm at (916) 
943-6183. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael Band Fest
The Sacramento Valley Symphonic Band 
Association presents the annual Carmichael 
Park Community Band Festival, Carmichael 
Park Amphitheater. There will be a commu-
nity band, one every hour, on June 5-6 from 
1 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturday and 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Sunday. Included in this year’s line-
up is the 59th Army National Guard Band 
“The Governor’s Own” at 1 p.m. Sunday. 
Admission: FREE; Parking: free; Location: 
Carmichael Park, 5750 Grant Ave. Carmi-
chael. For more information, call (916) 489-
2576 or visit http://svsba.org  or www.sac-
winds.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Chrysanthemum Sale
The Sacramento Chrysanthemum Soci-
ety is having it’s annual cutting sale. The 
sale will be at the Windmill Nursery at 
5750 Windmill Way in Carmichael at 
Manzanita and Windmill Way. The dates 
and times for the sale are: Saturday, June 
5 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, June 
6 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more info call 
916-988-6081.

June 6

Fair Oaks Village Singers
The Fair Oaks Village Singers, a community 
concert choral group of 70 mixed voices, will 
present their annual Spring Concert, Sun-
day, June 6 at 6 p.m. in the Fair Oaks Pres-
byterian Church – “Family Life Perform-
ing Center, 11427 Fair Oaks Blvd., in Fair 
Oaks. Public is invited, admission is free, 
and there will be snacks provided at inter-
mission. For more information, call presi-
dent Ed Silver (916) 723-2794.

June 7

Wild day at Effie Yeaw
Things are about to get wild at Effie Yeaw 
Nature Center. Peter Gros, co-host of the 
original Mutual of Omaha’s Wild King-
dom, along with some of his animal friends 
will stop by Monday, June 7 to do two ap-
pearances from 8:45-9:15 a.m. and 9:30-10 
a.m. Gros will talk with those in attendance 
about what they can do to protect the natu-
ral world and the animals that share it with 
us. A serval, python, civet, ocelot, ring-tail 
lemur, fennec fox and a few creepy crawly 
creatures will help him deliver his message. 
Live animals from the Nature Center and 
some fascinating natural history biofacts 
will also be on display. Tickets for this event 
are $2.50 per person. For more information, 
please call 489-4918.

June 8

Sharing the Journey Through Grief
This workshop will meet once a month on 
the second Tuesday from 10:30 a.m. to 12 
p.m. Each workshop will explore a different 
aspect of grief and loss. Presenter is Margo 
Hayes, MSW. Workshops are free of charge. 
Pre-registration required. Contact Lucy 
Chao at 916-393-9026 Ext. 322.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Ancient Techniques to De-stress 

in a Modern World
Instructors Mary Lynn Perry and Bill Tay-
lor will lead this free workshop Tuesday, 
June 8 at 9 a.m. on stress and the negative 
effects it has on the mind and body. This 
workshop will offer a sampling of differ-
ent modalities such as reflexology massage, 
chair yoga, meditation and Reiki. Come 
learn how you can decrease stress in your 
life. Please sign-up at the reception desk. 
Free. Hart Senior Center, 915 27th Street, 
Sacramento, 916-808-5462.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Latino Dance and Culture Group
Come dance to the beat of all types of Lat-
in music. Featuring DJ music and delicious 
Mexican food. Donations of $3 or more to 
enter. Held at the Ethel Hart Communi-
ty Center, 915 27th St., from 6:15 p.m. to 
9 p.m. Call Barbara Alarcon at (916) 400-
4514 for more information.

June 9

Genealogy Meeting
Root Cellar-Sacramento Genealogical So-
ciety general membership meeting Wednes-
day, June 9, 2010, 7pm - 8:30pm, Citrus 
Heights Community Clubhouse 6921 Syl-
van Road, Citrus Heights. Root Cellar 
President and anthropologist Marilyn Ul-
bricht will present “Trash Talk - Identify-
ing and Dating the Discards of our Ances-
tors and What They Tell Us About Their 
Lives”. Free, guests welcome. Details about 
the speaker and Root Cellar at www.rootcel-
lar.org or contact Sammie Hudgens (916) 
481-4930.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Art lecture/demonstration
Pastel Laureate, Margot Schulzke 
will share her thoughts “Knowledge 
is Power”   Wednesday, June 9. 7 p.m. 
at the Sacramento Fine Arts Center, 
5330-B Gibbons Drive, Carmichael, 
916-971-3713.    Her objective in this 
discussion  is to help people under-
stand the rules of  design well enough 
that they can break them successful-
ly.  Free  - Guests are always welcome.  
Wheelchair accessible.  Information 
916-966-8910.

June 10

Computer club meeting
The Mission Oaks Computer Club 
will meet on Thursday, June 10, 2010 
from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM at the Mis-
sion Oaks Community Center, 4701 
Gibbons Drive, Carmichael. The 
meeting topic will be “Securing Your 
Computer”, presented by Computer 
Security Analyst Davin Enigl. A prob-
lem solving clinic, led by Adam Lac-
ey of  Applications, Etc, will follow the 
meeting. First-time visitors are wel-
come. For additional information call 
(916) 366-1687 or visit our Web site 
at www.missionoakscomputerclub.org. 

June 11

Belle Cooledge Ice Cream Social
Bring the whole family to Belle Cooledge 
Library’s 12th annual Barbara Jeanne 
Hansen Ice Cream Social from six until 
eight p.m. on Friday, June 11 at the park 
adjacent to the library. Come celebrate 
the beginning of summer vacation with 
free ice cream and toppings provided 
through the generosity of Foster Farms 
Dairy featuring Crystal Dairy prod-
ucts. Friends and neighbors are invit-
ed to join us for this summer evening of 
family fun. In addition to free ice cream, 
Trevor Wyatt the Magician will per-
form magic tricks and DJ Harrison from 
Let’s Celebrate will provide music. There 
will be face painting and balloon twist-
ing by Clown Blanca Rose and her assis-
tant and, depending upon fire calls that 
evening, a big red fire engine and friend-
ly firemen and women from Sacramento 
Fire Department Station 13. The ever-
popular Sacramento Modular Railroad-
ers will have their fantastic small-scale 
railroad display in the library’s commu-
nity room.

June 12
Sacramento VisionWalk being held on 
Saturday, June 12, 2010 at Southside 
Park to benefit the Foundation Fight-
ing Blindness. VisionWalk is the na-
tional signature fundraising program 
of the Foundation Fighting Blind-
ness. Anyone interested in participat-
ing in the Sacramento VisionWalk 
should visit www.VisionWalk.org or 
call Heather Spearmint, Events Man-
ager, at 408-202-3801.

June 15

Latino Dance and Culture Group
Come dance to the beat of all types of 
Latin music. Featuring DJ music and 
delicious Mexican food. Donations of 
$3 or more to enter. Held at the Ethel 
Hart Community Center, 915 27th St., 
from 6:15 p.m. to 9 p.m. Call Barba-
ra Alarcon at (916) 400-4514 for more 
information.
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By EARL ROGERS
Land Park News Writer
reporter@valcomnews.com

Almost four years ago 
( June 2006), a crowd of lo-
cal residents and airport 
people packed a Town Hall 
Forum at Kennedy High 
School. The future of Land 

Park’s Sacramento Exec-
utive Airport was on the 
line. City planners saw it as 
prime land for a major new 
growth area. Opposition 
groups wore “Save Execu-
tive Airport” buttons. The 
crowd settled down and 
went to work. 

When the meeting end-
ed, a vote showed that 60 
percent of the attendees 
wanted the city-owned 
land to remain an airport. 
Elected officials had heard 
from the people. They pre-
ferred an airport to a busi-
ness park or housing tract.

Nine months later the Sac-
ramento City Council adopt-
ed a growth map showing 
minimal growth of Execu-
tive Airport land. That vote 
sealed the future of the air-
port at least until the year 
2030 leaving it intact and re-
quiring the city to work with 
Sacramento County on an 
Airport Master Plan. (The 
city owns the land, but the 
county operates the airport.) 

On April 8, about 60 peo-
ple listened to a final pre-
sentation of the Master 
Plan during a public meet-
ing at Pony Express Ele-
mentary School. Much of 
the talk summarized what 
the audience had heard be-
fore. All of the previous 
studies and forecasts have 
now been consolidated into 
a single document called, 
in the language of planners, 
Draft Final Report, Execu-
tive Airport Master Plan. 
The word draft implies that 
the final report is still open 
to comments by the public 
and probably to some minor 
tweaking of the language as 
it is reviewed by the city, the 
county and the Federal Avi-
ation Administration. 

The review process be-
gan after the April 8 meet-
ing. The gestation period 
takes about nine months. If 
the schedule holds, the Sac-
ramento County Board of 
Supervisors will have the 
Master Plan on their dock-
et for approval by January 
of next year.

What does the plan say 
about future capital im-
provements?

Over the next 20 years, air-
port construction (taxiways, 
access roads, ramps, paved 
parking areas, runway clo-
sures, utilities and a host of 
minor projects) will boost the 
local economy to the tune of 
$41.5 million provided that 
money becomes available. 

According to the plan, 
the future is broken into 
two 5-year and one 10-year 
phases. Each phase calls 
for a list of projects to be 
completed, but no devel-
opment will take place un-
less there is an actual de-
mand for it and the funds 
are available. 

Federal, state, and in some 
cases private third party fi-
nancing are the sources of 
money for airport projects. 
Money from the State of 
California is not available 
because of the state’s fis-
cal crisis. Airport revenues 
can be used for major con-
struction, but Executive 
Airport falls short of funds 

A final look at the Master Plan for Executive Airport

Community meeting draws a curtain on planning process

See Airport, page 27

Land Park News Photo/Earl Rogers
All of the previous studies and forecasts concerning Land Park’s Sacramento 
Executive Airport have now been consolidated into a single document called the 
Draft Final Report, Executive Airport Master Plan.
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even for day-to-day opera-
tions and maintenance.

 
Deficit spending and reve-
nue sources

Yes. The airport does not 
generate enough revenue to 
be self-supporting. Annual 
revenues are less than half 
the operating cost, a ratio 
of $1.4 million revenue to 
$3.3 million cost. 

The County Airport Sys-
tem, which includes the 
Sacramento Internation-
al Airport, makes up the 
shortfall. The justification 
for this assumes that with-
out Executive Airport, In-
ternational would have to 
pay for handling private 
jets and some of the propel-
ler planes that now land at 
Executive.

Current sources of air-
port revenue are fuel flow-
age fees, terminal space 
and building leasing, han-
gar rent, tie-down fees and 
permit fees for commercial 
operators. Raising these 
fees high enough to cover 
all costs of operation and 
maintenance would be un-
sustainable. Officials con-
ducting the meeting said 
quite emphatically they 
didn’t want anyone con-
cluding that because the 
airport operates on a short-
fall it may be closed.

How might the airport 
raise additional revenues: 
Land lease income from 
the development of airport 
lands for commercial use 
both airport and non-air-
port related is discussed in 
an appendix to the report. 
Two new sources of revenue 
are also mentioned: landing 
fees for large transient air-
craft weighing more than 
12,500 pounds and airport 
access fees for residents liv-
ing in Fullertown 

What’s the deal with Ful-
lertown?

Fullertown is a subdi-
vision of 72 single-fami-
ly lots on 24th Street ad-
joining Executive Airport. 
Some of the residents are 
aircraft owners with han-
gars on their own residen-
tial lots facing the airport 
boundary with easy access 
to the airport runways, like 
backing out of your drive-
way onto a public street. 

For the past 50 years, they 
have been operating their 
aircraft without having to 
pay a fee for rolling across 
the airport boundary, called 
TTF or through-the-fence 
access. Times have changed. 
The Master Plan study has 
awakened County officials 
to a new source of revenue, 
an assessment to be paid by 
the Fullertown homeown-
ers for driving an airplane 
off their property onto a 
public taxiway. The FAA is 
concerned about airport se-
curity and control of access. 
The Master Plan proposes 
three alternatives, none of 
which appear to benefit the 
Fullertown people. Negoti-
ations continue among the 
homeowners, airport offi-
cials and the FAA.

Will the existing noise 
ordnance be changed?

Yes, but not enough to 
make a perceptible differ-
ence. The current noise 
ordnance is considered dis-
criminatory because it ap-
plied to jets only. The bar 
will be lowered somewhat 
to include a small number 
of aircraft that would oth-
erwise be excluded from 
landing or taking-off from 
Executive and would have 
to land at some other near-
by airport in the county. 

The revised ordnance will 
be easier to enforce.

With other airport issues 
pretty much settled, ques-
tions about noise seem to 
arise more often than not 
at the public meetings. Air-
port officials have repeat-
edly stated that all noise 
complaints are investigat-
ed. An aircraft noise mon-
itoring system, in place on 
the airport since 1996, al-
lows the community to 
track the worst of the noise 
perpetrators via a website, 
http://www.sacramento-
tracks.com. Noise violation 
is a misdemeanor. It hasn’t 
happened yet, but serious 
violators could be fined or 
otherwise told to take their 
airplane elsewhere. 

Viewing the Executive Air-
port Master Plan

Anyone with comput-
er access to the internet can 
download the entire report 
in PDF format. Go to http://
www.sacairports.org/exec/
planning/master_plan.html. 
Click on the various compo-
nents or download the com-
plete document.

Not computer literate? 
Go to the office of John 
Downey, the Airport Man-
ager in the terminal build-
ing at 6151 Freeport Blvd. 
to see a physical copy.

Airport: Locals can view Master Plan online
Continued from page 26



Visit Our Web Site: www.windermeredunniganrealtors.com

4215 Freeport Blvd.
454-5753

BOULEVARD TERRACE
Spacious  s torybook br ick  Tudor  home.  Hard-
wo o d  f l o o r s  w i t h  i n l a y,  n ew e r  c e n t r a l  h e a t 
&  a i r ,  f o r m a l  d i n i n g  r o o m ,  b r e a k fa s t  n o o k 
a n d  m a s t e r ' s  s u i t e .  Tr e e  l i n e d  s t r e e t  &  o l d 
w o r l d  c h a r m .  S e e  w w w. w w w. 4 9 2 0 - 7 t h Av e .
com $329,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

REMODELED TUDOR IN LAND PARK
Fabulous kitchen & bathrooms. Formal living 
room w/wood beams &fireplace. Large lot 
& spacious rooms. Space for home office & 
separate FR. Walking distance to the park, golf 
course, shopping and public transportation. See 
www.3401CollegeAve.com $659,000

KARA LA BELLA PARKER 716-3313
LIBBY NEIL 539-5881

PICTURESQUE LAND PARK COTTAGE
This adorable three bedroom home has a brand new 
roof & exterior paint. Hardwood floors are refinished 
& gleaming. Updated kitchen has all the features you 
could want. Dual pane windows, central heat & air 
& a newer water heater!! Walk to light rail, Taylor's 
Market or Land Park. See www.1833VallejoWay.com 
$399,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

AT THE TOP OF THE HILL
Beautiful Spanish style - from the stamped concrete steps 
leading up to the front door, to the private backyd, this home 
reflects the style & architecture of early CA. A stunning 
arched window & a detailed fireplace in the LR; beamed ceil-
ing in the DR; newer stainless appliances & a large breakfast 
nook in the kitchen; 2 large bedrooms w/hardwood floors! 
See www.949FremontWay.ePropertysites.com $410,000

NANCY WEEGE 600-5458
LISA MARTIS 612-7548

WAITING FOR YOU
Formal living room w/fireplace & one-of-a-kind built-in shelv-
ing. Updated kitchen w/ tile counters, island, plenty of storage, 
quality appliances & a fantastic skylight. Versatile floor plan 
includes master suite w/ walk-in closet, large bedrooms, formal 
dining space, roomy kitchen w/ a sunny eating space & inside 
laundry rm. See www.windermeredunnigan.com $545,000

KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458
PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

IN THE HEART OF LAND PARK
Amenities include central heat & air, some hardwood floors, 
updated kitchen, fresh interior paint and views through 
French doors to the private and lush rear yard. Close to 
the park, river, public transportation and just steps away 
from Vic's Ice Cream. Act quickly to take advantage of tax 
credits! See www.1157-8thAve.com $334,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

STORYBOOK LIVING
Gracious, Spacious & Charming on a pretty tree-lined 
street in Old Land Park. Bedrooms & Office look out to 
the treetops. Huge family room looks out to a deep back-
yard. Beautiful hardwood floors, CH&A, plus an upstairs 
balcony. Formal dining room plus a breakfast nook.  See 
www. www.2808ReginaWay.com $649,900

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

AFFORDABLE LAND PARK
With 4 bedrooms and 3 baths, there's plenty of 
room for the family that wants Land Park at an 
affordable price. Lovingly maintained by origi-
nal owners, this home boasts hardwood floors, a 
family room, CH&A plus a generous sized yard. 
See www.windermeredunnigan.com $349,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555
CHRISS BRIGGS 834-6483

DIDION SCHOOL DISTRICT
Beautiful updated 1 story home. Upgrades 
include new HVAC, flooring throughout, 
Kitchen appliances, and interior paint. Bath-
rooms remodeled with granite & new flooring. 
Other features include updated roof, spacious 
yard, wonderful floor plan & much more.  See 
www.6754ParkRivieraWay.com $275,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

MONTEREY PARK DUPLEX
Absolutely incredible! Mid Century Modern duplex 
is like nothing you have ever seen. Walls of glass look 
out to a Monet-type garden. Beautifully updated 
w/striking design & attention to detail. Free standing 
Office is every artist's dream. Outside shower too! 
Come see. You'll think you are in heaven! See www.
windermeredunnigan.com $325,000

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395


