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‘Horse Power Fundraiser BBQ’ April 7
Special to Land Park News

Enjoy a delicious day of barbeque, horse carriage 
rides, a petting zoo and other family activities, all to 
benefit the non profit Sacramento Police Mounted 
Association (SPMA) on Saturday, April 7.

The specific purpose of the SPMA is to ed-
ucate and promote the use of horse service 
animals in the community, to perform horse 

demonstrations for schools and community 
groups, and to provide additional training and 
equipment for police horses and their riders.

The event will be held at 550 Bercut Drive 
in Sacramento, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tickets 
are just $10 each. Rides are extra. Donations 
can be sent to P.O. Box 405, Sacramento, CA 
95812 or visit www.SacMounted.org.

Got News?
E-mail Susan Laird at susan@valcomnews.com
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‘Janey Way Memories: 
The Story of the Janey 
Way Gang’ now in print
Special to Land Park News

It’s been said that “If you live here, you’ll know.” That rings true 
in the first edition of Marty Relles’ “Janey Way Memories.”

In Marty’s poignant collection of tales of his growing up in 
Sacramento in the 1960s, Relles weaves together stories of his 
childhood, photos from friends and neighbors of his youth, and 
a brilliant recollection of what it’s like to be a true baby boomer.

Relles’ column, “Janey Way Memories,” has appeared in local 
papers for years. Readers kept asking for more. So Marty put 
together the first of what will hopefully be many volumes of 
storytelling that only he could articulate with such finesse.

Filled with boyhood pranks, oddball neighbors, and a few 
tearjerkers, he’s able to show all of us that childhood memo-
ries do matter.

After the first page, you’ll see the passion Relles feels for his 
childhood, what it meant to him (and us), and how it shaped 
who he is today.

If only everyone were compelled to take the time to write their 
memories down, store them somewhere, and be able to throw 
them out to the next generation with such ease, it would be a foun-
dation that each generation could build upon and learn from.

Whether you’re from Sacramento or not, old or young or some-
where in between, this book manages to touch a nerve with every-
one. There is a paragraph somewhere that everyone can relate to in 
his or her own way…and that makes the book a true gem.

“Janey Way Memories: Volume One, The Story of the Janey 
Way Gang” is available for $15 a copy. To order, visit www.
Janeywaymemories.com.
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By SALLY KING
Land Park News writer
sally@valcomnews.com

Sacramento’s official kickoff for 
the Leukemia & Lymphoma So-
ciety’s “Man & Woman of The 
Year,” took place on March 1 at 
Niello Maserati.

‘Man of the Year’ is a ten-week 
competition to raise money to 
fund research and provide patient 
assistance in the fight against leu-
kemia, lymphoma, myeloma and 
other blood cancers. The Leuke-
mia & Lymphoma Society has in-
vested more than $814 million in 
research.

Meet ‘Team Delbert’
“ M a n  o f  t h e  Ye a r ” n o m i -

n e e  a n d  Ho l l y w o o d  Pa r k  r e s -
i d e n t  D e l b e r t  S t a p p  s a i d  h e 
f e e l s  h o n o r e d  t o  b e  n o m i n a t -
e d  a n d  h i s  g o a l  i s  t o  r a i s e 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .

Planning for “ Man of  the Year” 
began in September. There is 
a lot of  organizing, gathering 
ideas and asking folks to volun-
teer that must take place for the 
event to run smoothly. Cook re-
altor Wayne Novoa said they 
are uti l izing al l  resources, pro-
fessional, business organiza-
tions, family and friends.

Stapp has a team of staff, vol-
unteers and consultants helping 
him and they are known as Team 
Delbert. Gloria Torres, a 15-year 
leukemia survivor is part of the 
team.

“She is a testament, a beacon of 
light and hope to those afflicted, 
that you can survive,” Stapp said.

Gloria Torres, director for Bue-
na Vista Child Development was 
diagnosed with leukemia in 1999 
and is now in remission.

“When I met Delbert I could see 
how much passion he had for rais-
ing money for LSS,” Torres said. 
“It is so incredible, if it wasn’t for 
people like Delbert raising money 
for research, I would not be here 
today.”

Research brings new medications
Torres said when she could not 

locate a bone marrow donor; she 
was given a new medication that 
had just been approved. It worked 
for five years, then it stopped 
working, but thanks to research, 
there was another new medica-
tion for her to try and it worked. 
She feels confident that folks like 
Stapp will continue to support 
LSS.

Stapp’s website, www.delbert-
stapp.com explains how the 

“Man & Woman of  the Year” 
competition began in 1990 at 
the Northern California Chap-
ter. The first event was held 
in remembrance of  John Spen-
cer, a valued Hastings Depart-
ment Store employee who died 
of  leukemia at the age of  39. The 
number of  chapters keeps grow-
ing and in 2011 candidates col-
lectively raised more than $14.6 
million for blood cancer research 
and patient services.

Creative minds, volunteers welcome
Novoa said they are always look-

ing for new volunteers and folks 
who have ideas on fundraising or 
helping in other ways. There are 
many scheduled events coming up 
where they could use help, such as 
a large yard sale event taking place 
on March 17.

Novoa met Stapp while doing vol-
unteer work for the annual charity 

‘Man of the Year’ nominee 
seeks to raise funds for 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

See Nominee, page 5

Photo iStockphoto
FUNDS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED to provide on-going research for new medications for and treatment 
of cancers of the blood, such as Leukemia and Lymphoma.
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golf tournament Cook Re-
alty holds every year to ben-
efit local programs.

“Together we have been suc-
cessful,” Novoa said. “We hope 
to continue that success.

Life-changing
Stapp was approached last 

year to run for “Man of the 
Year’ and knew his decision 
to help would forever change 
his life.

Stapp remembers meeting 
Jackson Grant, a five-year old 
leukemia survivor and ‘Boy of 
the Year’ for 2011. Knowing 
that 15 or 20 years ago this 
energetic young boy’s condi-
tion would have been much 
more bleak, Stapp was deep-
ly touched.

“My motivation is simple,” 
Stapp said. “I feel there are 
a lot of people in this world 
who, through no circum-
stance of their own, are a lot 
less fortunate than most of us 
and they need our help.”

The need is real
Stapp said the need for help 

is critical. Recent advanc-
es in technology, treatment 
and medicine create a need 
for continued funding. In the 
last 10 to 15 years, the sur-
vival rate has changed from 
a five percent survival rate to 
almost a 50 percent surviv-

Nominee: Ongoing leukemia, lymphoma research funding critical
Continued from page 4

Photo courtesy, Team Delbert
DELBERT STAPP is running for ‘Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s 2012 Man of the 
Year.’ By doing so, Stapp and his all-volunteer team hope to raise $50,000 to fund 
research and aid those who suffer from blood cancers.

al rate. Staff chose this orga-
nization because it is profes-
sional and manages its money 
well, spending most of it on 
research and the patients.

Safety net
LLS gifts up to $10,000 to 

patients who need financial 
assistance. 

Novoa said the various pro-
grams in place through LLS 
are for all people. He said 
some folks are apprehensive 
about seeking help, they fear 
deportation or having to fill 
out extensive paperwork. He 
stressed that is not the case. 
It is a simple process and the 
goal is to help people with 

their needs right away. There 
is a safety net in place pro-
viding valuable priceless pro-
grams to begin the healing 
process.

“There are support groups, 
mentors, displacement pro-
grams and referrals for med-
ical detection,’ Novoa said. 
“The money goes right where 
it needs to immediately.”

The Grand Finale Cele-
bration will take place at the 
Sheraton Grand Hotel at 
2200 Irvin Way, Sacramen-
to, on May 12. For those in-
terested in donating time or 
money there is a link on the 
website for donations and a 
calendar of upcoming events.
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Land Park News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Note: This is part two of a two-
part series regarding Land Park 
resident Lou Coppola.

Land Park’s longtime res-
ident Lou Coppola has cer-
tainly drawn much attention 
for his ongoing work with the 
Nor Cal Big Bands Preserva-
tion Society and his longtime 
career in radio. Another de-
tail about his life was his in-
volvement in sports, both on 
and off the radio airwaves.

Voice of the Solons
Many former fans of the 

Sacramento Solons – the Pa-
cific Coast League baseball 
team that provided entertain-
ment for local sports fans long 
before the 2000 debut of the 
Sacramento River Cats – re-
member Lou. Or they at least 
remember his voice.

It was Lou’s voice that was 
heard at Edmonds Field at 
Riverside Boulevard and 
Broadway during the So-
lons’ latter years in Sacra-
mento.

The son of Italian im-
migrants Emilio and Rosa 
Coppola, Lou worked at the 
stadium as the Solons’ pub-

lic address announcer from 
1956 to 1958 and in 1960.

‘Can-do’ attitude
Obtaining the job was a 

self-motivated endeavor, Lou 
recalled.

“I had heard that (Solons 
co-owner) Fred David was 
not happy with the guy who 
was doing the PA, so I went 
over there and I said, ‘Hey, 
I do PA, no problem. I’m at 
home and I’ve done it at all 
these places. I’ve done radio in 
Korea and I’ve done radio in 
Pittsburg and in Oroville and 
I’ve covered every sport.’ He 
said, ‘Would you like to go to 
work?’ And I said, ‘Sure.’ He 
said, ‘I’ll pay you $10 a night.’ 
That was a smile. Boy, $10 a 
night to do the PA!’”

Lou noted that that amount 
of money was a large upgrade 
from his former days of being 
paid $2 per night as the PA 
man for city softball games in 
Concord.

He added, “To get the $2 a 
night, I had to drag the field 
and line it for the games. In 
those days, $2 just went so 
far.”

Play-by-play announcer
Lou’s career also included 

providing play-by-play ra-
dio coverage for Sacramen-

to State College (today’s 
Sacramento State Univer-
sity) and Christian Broth-
ers, El Camino and Wood-
land high school sports, 
promoter J. C. Agajanian’s 
200-Miler at the old State 
Fairgrounds, an LPGA 
tournament at Valley Hi 
Country Club and local 
tennis and boxing competi-
tions. He also interviewed 
many Major League Base-
ball players during spring 
trainings in Tucson, Ariz.

Crafting an image
In 1959, Lou helped create 

mental images for many ra-
dio listeners who tuned into 
KCRA’s AM radio station 
for Solons home and away 
games. KCRA later added 
the FM station, KCTC.

During one of his recent 
interviews with this pub-
lication, Lou described his 
memories of that year.

“Only one year did (KCRA 
owners, the) Kellys decide, 
‘We want to take (Solons 

radio broadcasts) away from 
KFBK,’ and they made a bid 
and got it,” Lou said. “I think 
they paid $32,000. (At Ed-
monds Field,) I did the en-
gineering, but (Stu Nahan) 
would do the play-by-play 
for maybe the first six in-
nings and then he’d have to 
leave to go do the 10:30 
(p.m.) sports on (KCRA) 
Channel 3 for the TV side. 
I continued (the play-by-
play) by myself, finishing up 
the game. I also was the offi-
cial scorekeeper at the same 
time. I had to score while 
Stu did the play-by-play and 
then I did the play-by-play 
and continued scoring.”

Re-creations
Lou also shared his mem-

ories about providing re-cre-
ations of Solons away games 
for the KCRA radio station.

“ The re-creations were 
fun,” Lou recalled. “We bor-
rowed a lot of the things 
that we heard from other 
people doing re-creations 
and the fact that you had to 
have a certain kind of crowd 
noise there to emphasize 
whether it was an impor-
tant play during the course 
of the game. We would have 

Know your neighbor

Lou Coppola recalls his work for Sacramento Solons

Photo courtesy, Lou Coppola
RADIO BEAT. Lou Coppola, far left, sits alongside KGMS radio owners, left to right, Irv Schwartz, Jack Matranga and Steve 
George, at an Adlai Stevenson for president speech on the state Capitol grounds in October 1952.

See Coppola, page 7
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to make it sound special 
that the ball hit the bat and 
it was going to be a good 
hit. You had to make that 
sound. And you would have 
a little mallet and the mal-
let would make the sound 
of the ball hitting the bat. 
We would have a little 
hanging bat with a flat sur-
face and one side had been 
shaved, so when you hit it, 
it wouldn’t bounce off. The 
catcher was so close to our 
microphone – we pretend-
ed he was – ball one, out-
side, ball two. We wouldn’t 
call curve balls. We could 
say, high and inside, we 
could say high and outside, 
we could say low. From our 
vantage point, we couldn’t 
tell really what were the 
breaking pitches. We could 
only tell by the speed of 
the pitch which was a fast 
ball, which was a breaking 
pitch. And there weren’t too 
many pitches in the dirt. 
The pitchers for the Solons 
were all very, very accurate. 
I don’t think they gave a lot 
of walks, as I remember.”

And in recently re-creat-
ing one of his often-used 
re-creations, Lou slapped 
the inside of one of his 
thighs. He then explained 
that the sound made by 
this action was used to 
simulate the sound of a 
hardball hitting a catcher’s 
glove.

Tony Koester
Although Lou and Na-

han provided radio play-
by-play in 1959, the most 
notable play-by-play So-
lons game announcer was 
KFBK’s Tony Koester, who 
spent about 20 years work-
ing in that role.

During the Solons’ final sea-
son in 1960, Lou returned to 
his former position as the So-
lons’ public address announc-
er.

Met Solons players
Lou said that he had the 

opportunity to see many 
notable Solons players, in-
cluding infielders Harry 
Bright, Milt Smith, Nip-
py Jones and Leo Righet-
ti, catchers Cuno Barragan 
and Bob Roselli, center-
fielder Al Heist and pitch-
ers, Bud Beasley, Marshall 

Bridges, Roger Osenbaugh 
and Bud Watkins.

These players played under 
the managerial direction of 
the rotund and jovial Tommy 
Heath.

Unique baseball memory
Although Lou has a great 

number of baseball-relat-
ed memories regarding Ed-
monds Field, when asked 
to describe one of his fa-
vorite moments at the old 
ballpark, he shared a mem-
ory that was not directly 
associated with the game 
itself or anyone on the 
playing field.

“One of the best things 
that I can say about Ed-
monds Field is that my son 
attended a lot of ballgames 
(at the stadium) – actual-
ly before he was born,” Lou 
said. “ The year was 1957 
and it was my second year 
at the PA. I had a box seat 
for my wife (Betty) given to 
me by Fred David along the 
first base line and she was 
allowed to sit there with 
Charlie slowly growing in-
side (of her). And on the 
night of July the 4th, 1957, 
Mrs. Coppola, Betty, was 
saying, ‘I don’t feel good and 
will you tell Lou, I’m going 
home?’ And she told the 
usher to tell me that and he 
said, ‘She’ll see you at home.’ 
She got home and I had to 
do an extra inning ballgame 
that kept me up past mid-
night. So, when I got home, 
it was about 12:15 (a.m.) – 
we lived in Hollywood Park 
then – and about a half an 
hour later, she said, ‘I think 
we’ve got to go to the hos-
pital. I think the time has 
come.’ We got over in about 

15 minutes to Sutter Me-
morial (Hospital) and we 
had in 35 or 40 minutes a 
new boy, a new son, Charles 
Christopher Coppola.”

And as a sort of icing on 
the cake, Lou added that the 
Solons won the extra inning 
affair, 2-1.

Unfortunately for the 
baseball city of Sacramen-
to, after the 1960 departure 
of the Solons, it was without 
a professional ballclub until 
1974, when another PCL 
team, which was also known 
as the Sacramento Solons, 
began the first of its three 
years playing at Hughes Sta-
dium.

Another professional 
baseball drought followed 
until the arrival of the Riv-
er Cats.

‘Thrills galore’
Lou, who also played as 

the catcher for the Con-
cord Athletic Club’s trav-
eling team from 1947 to 
1950 and spent 19 years 
playing on a Golden Se-
niors Softball Club of Sac-
ramento team, said that he 
fondly looks back on his 
days of working for the So-
lons.

“It was low key, compact 
and kind of challenging 
(working in the PA box), 
but it was just enriching,” 
Lou said. “For a baseball 
guy who played in high 
school and semipro for 
about 10 years in the Bay 
Area, it was a great expe-
rience working for the so-
called ‘open league.’ It gave 
me thrills galore. It was 
good baseball, good of-
fense and defense and good 
guys.”

Coppola: Yesteryear’s PA ‘Voice’ of the Solons at Edmonds Field
Continued from page 6

Photo courtesy, Lou Coppola
ON THE AIR. Lou Coppola is shown during his KCRA radio years in this 1970s 
photograph.
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Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

aSSiSTeD living

Senior BoarD & carereal estate services

assisted placement

loving companionS

your aD ShoulD Be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

medical supplies

in home care

By SALLY KING
Land Park News writer
sally@valcomnews.com

It is unusual to see groups of teen-
age boys walking around the campus 
of St. Francis High School, an all-girls 
school in Sacramento, but on Satur-
day, Feb. 18, they outnumbered the 
girls.

The St. Francis High School 
Fembots hosted a “Practice Day” 
for the FIRST Robotics Compe-
tition known as FRC. FIRST is a 
non-profit group and the acronym 
means, ‘For Inspiration and Rec-
ognition of Science and Technolo-
gy’. FIRST was founded in 1989 by 
Dean Kamen, inventor of the Seg-
way Human Transporter. Twelve 
countries, four provinces and 49 
states support the 2,343 FIRST ro-
botic teams. They have over 3,000 
sponsors and nearly $14 million in 
scholarships.

January kits
FRC sends each team a robot 

kit the first week of January. The 
teams are given specific instruc-

tions on the robot’s capabilities. 
Each team has six weeks to design 
and build the robot. At the end of 
the six weeks, the robots are pack-
aged up and the teams are not al-
lowed to work on them or use them 
until the competitions begin. Hav-
ing a practice run to test out the 
robots right before they are boxed 
up allows the students to make 
fixes and adjustments to the robot. 
Teams came from all over north-
ern California to test their robots 
at St. Francis.

Having fun while learning
The Fembots explain on their 

website this multinational non-
profit organization encourages and 
inspires young minds to study and 
have fun with science, math, engi-
neering and technology.

Elbert Lin and Ankit Shah, 
both from the Fremont Uni-
fied School District helped pre-
pare and program the robot from 
Team 2489.

“I noticed the robot booth when 
I was in the eighth grade,” said 

Shah. “ That’s when I got hooked 
carting the 120 pound beast 
around.”

Shah who is now a sophomore 
in high school is the lead designer 
for the robot he and fellow class-
mates built. He designed most 
of this years’ robots chassis ball 
manipulation. His team has four 
days left to complete the finishing 
touches on their robot.

“This weekend at St. Francis gives 
us the opportunity to see how the ro-
bot is working out,” Shah said. “Now 
is the time to make any necessary 
changes. On Tuesday we have to box 
it up until our first competition the 
end of March.”

This is the first year Brian Dod-
son, a teacher at St. Francis, is in-
volved with the Fembots, the all-girl 
robotic team. They are one of the few 
all-girl robotics teams in the nation. 
Dodson said the Fembots have par-
ticipated in FRC for 12 seasons. They 
attend three regional competitions, 
Sacramento, Central Valley and Sili-
con Valley. This year, some 20 teams 
participated on practice day.

Fembot member Liz Arikawa, a 
junior at St. Francis said this is 
her second year participating. She 
enjoys the social aspect of it, han-
dling public relations and work-
ing on the website.

Not all geeks
“It’s more than science and tech-

nology,” Arikawa said. “We are not 
all geeks and weirdos. It’s a lot of fun 
and everyone is so nice. It’s a great 
experience.”

Teri Benart is the Senior Mentor 
for FIRST in northern California. 
She said the most coveted award for 
these kids is the Chairman’s Award.

“It is a guaranteed ride to the cham-
pionships,” Benart said. “Regardless of 
what the student does on the field, the 
award is based on how that student 
builds sustainability, the student’s 
business plan and how the student 
communicates first out in the com-
munity, and how the student shows 
gracious professionalism. That is what 
drives these kids to a different behav-

FIRST Robotics Practice Day held in Sacramento

See Robotics, page 9
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ior than what you see in nor-
mal sports.”

Janet McKinley has been 
volunteering at St. Francis 
for six years. She said host-
ing ‘Practice Day’ is an amaz-
ing accomplishment for the 
Fembots. The girls build the 
whole field, so students can 
get a feel of what the compe-
tition will be like.

Bumpy field tests machines
“The robots have to stay bal-

anced because the field has 
bumps,” McKinley said. “The first 
15-20 seconds the robots run au-
tonomously on their own. During 
that time the students can adjust it 
so the robot changes course.”

Jacob Clark belongs to Team 
3598 and lives in the Park-
way area. He is a junior at the 
School of Engineering and 
Sciences. His part involved de-
signing the robot. This is his 
second season. Clark joined 
FRC because there wasn’t a lot 
to do after school. His friends 
encouraged him to join and 
said it was fun.

“I am captain of the design 
team. As the designer you have 
to stay ahead of what is being 
built because the end product 
may wind up being a little dif-
ferent than what was original-
ly anticipated,” Clark said. “It 
is really challenging, at times 
it hits you like a freight train.”

Lucas Sherman, a freshman 
at Jim Elliot Christian School 
in Lodi is part of Team 1662. 
His dad, Mike Sherman, said 
his son has learned plenty af-
ter joining the team. Head 

coach and mentor for eight 
years, Tom Brey said this is 
the one thing on campus that 
everyone can become a pro.

College bound kids
“Because of robotics, kids get 

into colleges they couldn’t nor-
mally get into,” Brey said. “One 
of my previous team captains is 
in graduate school and the Navy 
is paying for it. Many of my stu-
dents are accepted to University 
of the Pacific, Cal Poly and oth-
er good schools.”

Brey’s team is headed to Tel 
Aviv next week to compete against 

teams from Bosnia, Israel and oth-
er Arab countries. He said there is 
no war going on at these meets.

Ryan Neal is co-captain of 
team 1662 this year. He said 
he has always been involved in 
engineering.

“I decided to expand upon 
my learning,” Neal said. “The 
biggest thing I learned from 
this is how important it is to 
work well with others.”

Neal plans to attend Uni-
versity of the Pacific and study 
mechanical engineering.

As Team 1662’s robot fell over 
during the first practice session, 

no one seemed too worried. 
They all just went to work on 
making adjustments and repro-
gramming the robot so it would 

glide over the bumps the next 
time out. All thanks to the St. 
Francis Fembots and their Prac-
tice Day for all the FRC teams.

Photo courtesy, Stuart King
NOT WEIRDOS AND GEEKS, the St. Francis Fembots hosted the FIRST Robotics Practice Day for high school robotics teams throughout the region. Teams came from as 
far away as the East Bay Area. Robotics students are highly desirable candidates at colleges and universities nationwide.

Robotics: St. Francis Fembots host regional event
Continued from page 8
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By SALLY KING
Land Park News writer
sally@valcomnews.com

Last summer, some noticeable changes were 
made at the Robbie Waters Pocket-Green-
haven Library. In the Kid’s Corner where the 
entrance is surrounded by the titles of  sev-
en classic children’s tales, the walls reinter-
pret these tales as a mural in colorful, acryl-
ic paint.

Kristen Muench, a professional artist for 
over 30 years, is responsible for the de-
sign and creation of  the mural. She said she 
worked with “Friends of  the Library” Kathi 
Windheim and Bonnie Bartholomew for five 
years conceptualizing and configuring how 
the mural would look.

When Muench came to Sacramento from 
her residence in Parker, Colorado to begin 
work on the mural, she said she had no idea 
who would be available to help or what lev-
el of  ability the artist would have. She said 
she felt blessed when Michelle Hufford, a se-
nior at Christian Brothers High School vol-
unteered her time.

Hufford spent 135 hours assisting Muench 
with painting the mural. Muench said Huf-
ford’s design has been chosen for the Senior 
Wall Mural at her high school this year. Huf-
ford said she is taking two art classes this se-
mester and enjoys cross-country running in 
addition to painting.

“One of  my favorite parts of  the mural is 
the big pink dress,” Hufford said. “Muench 
told me I could design the Victorian dress, so 
I came up with the design and painted it.”

Hufford said the painting of  Dorothy from 
the “ Wizard of  Oz,’’ is a self-portrait. She 
said she photoshopped a picture of  herself  in 
Dorothy’s dress and had fun painting herself 
as Dorothy.

Muench said they used a clean, but very 
time-consuming process for the site.

“ From the beginning of  this crucial step 
Hufford was of  unquestionable help,” 
Muench said. “She worked diligently to help 
transfer the full-scale drawings onto all the 
walls of  the tower by process of  carbon pa-
per tracing. She did this with focus and pre-
cision and I was immediately impressed by 
her ability.”

After recognizing her talent, Muench said 
she had Hufford begin to help with the ac-
tual painting by having her paint the “ book 
edges” on each folio wall. Muench said once 
she was assured of  Hufford’s ability to take 
direction and “feel the paint” Hufford began 
painting the petticoat drapery and lacy folds 
of  the dresses of  the “Little Women” section 
of  the mural. Muench said she did an out-
standing job. 

Muench said it worked out well having 
Hufford assist her with the mural.

“Michelle’s style worked well with mine 
and I believe the blending of  the two is vir-
tually seamless,” Muench said.

“Muench listened to books and I listened 
to music while we painted,” Hufford said. 
“ We got along well.”

In addition to Michelle, Muench said 
there were several  student volunteers that 
were of  exceptional help. One was Ty-
ler Rock who initiated the blog about the 
project, spent many hours uploading pho-
tos and helping to share the project with 
the world . Muench said he was of  invalu-
able technical  help.

Muench said both Kenji Bennett and Scott 
Newman served as models in the Treasure 
Island portion; as well as the Fong children 
(our Hansel & Gretel), to whom the play 
area adjacent to the reading tower is dedi-
cated.

Hufford received community service points 
for the project, but added that the reason she 
helped out is that it makes her happy when 
she paints.

Mural a special gift to Pocket Library

Land Park News file photo, Corrie Pelc
LOUISA MAY ALCOTT’S “Little Women” are part of the mural in the Pocket-Greenhaven Library’s Kids Corner. Artist Kristen Muench de-
signed the mural, and worked with student artist Michelle Hufford, who volunteered her time to make the mural a reality.



11www.valcomnews.com  •  March 8, 2012   •  The Land Park NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Copyright © UC Regents, Davis campus, 2012. All Rights Reserved.

WHAT DO YOU SEE?

YOU SEE REASSURANCE

As the region’s nationally ranked, comprehensive children’s hospital, UC Davis saves the lives of 
children every day. Here, parents find family-centered care from world-renowned health-care 
experts on the leading edge of pediatric medicine. With state-of-the-art neonatal, pediatric and 
pediatric cardiac intensive care units and a host of pediatric specialists available 24-hours a 
day, UC Davis offers expert care close to home – bringing families peace of mind. 

To learn more, visit YouSeeTheFuture.UCDavis.edu. For more information, call 800-2-UCDAVIS.

We see the youngest lives saved.
You see your child in the best possible hands.

‘Looking 
Ahead to 
High School’ 
at Sac Library 
program
Special to Land Park News

Middle school students and 
their parents will learn how 
to prepare for the high school 
years at a special session, host-
ed by College-GPS at the Ar-
den-Dimick Library on March 
14 at 6:30 p.m. Registration is 
required to attend this event.

The high school years lay the 
foundation for a successful col-
lege experience. Students and 
parents will learn how to select 
coursework and extra-curricular 
activities during high school so as 
to ensure a successful college ap-
plication process in the future.

CollegeGPS guides, prepares 
and supports students and their 
families as they navigate the col-
lege admissions process. The pri-
mary goal is to help students find 
the right fit: the college where 
they will be successful academi-
cally and socially and where they 
will grow and develop into young 
adults prepared for life and work 
in the 21st Century.

There are over 3,000 colleges 
in the United States. Programs 
such as this one helps families 
to find the best match.

The Arden-Dimick Library 
is located at 891 Watt Avenue 
in Sacramento. To register, vis-
it the library, call (916)  264-
2700 or visit www.saclibrary.
org and click on “Events,” then 
select the Arden-Dimick Li-
brary location.

Special to Land Park News

Come one, come all to the Second annu-
al Steinberg Seussical Story Hour at the 
Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Li-
brary on Saturday, March 10 at 10 a.m.!

Free Dr. Seuss books will be handed out 
to the first 75 children who attend the event.

Celebrities Senate Pro Tem Darrell 
Steinberg, State Librarian Stacey Al-
drich, former Councilmember Robbie 

Waters, Sacramento Public Library Di-
rector Rivkah Sass and Councilmem-
ber Darrell Fong will be on hand to cel-
ebrate the creativity, wit and wisdom of 
the author of “Green Eggs and Ham,” 
“Horton Hears a Who!” “The Cat in the 
Hat” and “One Fish Two Fish Red Fish 
Blue Fish” among many other works.

Theodor Seuss Geisel was an American 
writer, poet and artist. He wrote 46 chil-

dren’s books. The CGI-animated feature 
film adaptation of “The Lorax” is sched-
uled to be released on March 2, on what 
would have been Seuss’ 108th birthday.

There will be Seussical crafts and refresh-
ments, too…all sponsored by the Pocket-
Greenhaven Friends of the Library.

The Robbie Waters Pocket-Green-
haven Library is located at 7335 Glo-
ria Drive in Sacramento.

2nd annual Steinberg Seussical Story Hour in Sacramento on March 10
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St. Francis High School Presents

Anne
of

Green
Gables

$ $5 for Children (under 19)

Friday, March 16, 2012 - 7:30pm

Saturday, March 17, 2012 - 7:30pm

Thursday, March 22, 2012 - 7:30pm

Friday, March 23, 2012 - 7:30pm

Saturday, March 24, 2012 - 1:30pm Matinee
Saturday, March 24, 2012 - 7:30pm

www.ticketguys.com/stfrancis

Field Trip Shows: Tuesday, March 20, 2012

St. Francis High School Theatre . . Sacramento
For ADA or more information, please call 916.737.5002 . www.stfrancishs.org

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Land Park News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

The local German orga-
nization, Sacramento Turn 
Verein, has preserved and 
maintained German cul-
ture in the capital city since 
1854. And among its cur-
rent members is Hank 
Stoffel, who has the nota-
ble status of belonging to 
17 different German asso-
ciations.

These associations also in-
clude the German-American 
Heritage Foundation of the 
USA in Washington, D.C. 
and the Excelsior German 
Center in Oakland.

Stoffel serves as the North-
ern California regional vice 
president of the aforemen-
tioned Washington, D.C.-
based organization.

Altogether there are about 
700 German organizations in 
the United States.

Local Sacramento organiza-
tion

While sitting inside the lo-
cal Turn Verein building at 
3349 J St. in Sacramento last 
week, Stoffel, 72, spoke about 

his life and his devotion to 
what he refers to as his “mis-
sion.”

“My main function right 
now is Germanic history and 
the propagation of that infor-
mation, the research,” Stof-
fel said. “I spend 50 hours a 
week (researching and pro-
moting German history and 
culture).”

Stoffel said that in today’s 
world, promoting German 
heritage has become increas-
ingly important.

Learn your heritage
“There are many, many 

German-Americans who 
are so integrated by now, 
they have no idea (about 
their heritage),” Stoffel said. 
“They may have a German 
last name, but that’s the last 
thing on their mind. All I’m 
trying to do is say, ‘You know 
what? If you’re interested, 
come to the (Turn Verein) li-
brary, join the group, read the 
books, watch the films.’”

German contributions
Stoffel added that one of 

the activities that he enjoys 

Hank Stoffel dedicated 
to preserving, promoting 
German history, culture

See Stofell, page 13
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The Local, Reliable Technology Solution

916-730-HELP  (4357)

www.ynthelp.com

Y TN
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD TECH

“Our #1 goal  i s  c l ient 
sat isfact ion.  I f  we 
can’t  f ix  i t ,  i t ’s  on us . 
We make technology 
s imple.”

Technology Purchase 
Networking

ACC Greenhaven Terrace
COMMUNITY FEATURES AND AMENITIES

• Controlled Building Access 
• Private Gate to Shopping and Dining

• Meal Program, Transportation, and Housekeeping Available
• Computer/Library Center • Cardio/Fitness Center 

• Social, Health and Leisure Activities Provided
• Community Room • Private Patio or Balcony• Walk-In Closets

• Pets Welcome • WI FI Available
1180 Corporate Way • Sacramento, CA 95831

(916) 395-0210 • www.accsv.org

Your Best Value in Senior Housing!

doing is familiarizing the public about 
German contributions or “what the 
German-Americans, German-Amer-
ican immigrants have brought to this 
country.”

“The list is very long,” Stoffel said. 
“Heinz ketchup, Kraft Foods, Sch-
winn bicycles, Schick razorblades, 
Boeing aircraft company, Weyer-
haeuser lumber, Werner von Braun 
with the rockets, (etc.). This list 
goes on and on, but you go out to 
the average supermarket and no-
body knows anything about it. The 
whole medical instrument field, any 
hospital you go (one can find) X-
Rays (and other German medical 
instruments).”

Stoffel added that the green col-
ored glass of the Coca Cola bottle was 
made by German chemists, a Ger-
man named Rudolph Diesel original-
ly designed the diesel engine and both 
the Brooklyn and Golden Gate bridg-
es were designed by German-Amer-
icans.

One of the specific points of interest 
for Stoffel is studying the transforma-

tion of Berlin from its earlier years to 
present times.

A buffet of information
Stoffel said that through his research 

he provides information for others to 
increase upon their own knowledge.

“Whatever new knowledge I’ve 
gained, I try to bring it into this (lo-
cal Turn Verein) organization and 
they can have at it,” Stoffel said. “In 
other words, here it is, here’s the 
buffet, help yourself. And we’re get-
ting more and more educated peo-
ple who are beginning to nibble at 
the trough.”

A place to learn German culture
The local Turn Verein has been lo-

cated in a two-story, East Sacramento 
building since 1926.

The Sacramento Turn Verein de-
scribes itself as a place where “folks 
with German ancestry and people 
with an interest in German culture 
congregate to socialize, to study 

Stoffel: Sacramento Turn Verein has maintained German culture since 1854
Continued from page 12

Land Park News photo, Lance Armstrong
SACRAMENTO TURN VEREIN member Hank Stoffel dedicates 50 hours per week to researching and 
promoting German history and culture. In addition to his membership with the Sacramento Turn Ver-
ein, Stoffel belongs to 16 other German associations.See Stofell, page 21



14 The Land Park News  •  March 8, 2012   •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Land Park News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

While sitting in his Sacramento 
home recently, senior softball play-
er Bob Nevis spoke about a major 
injury that he suffered during his 
youth.

“I was playing tackle, sandlot foot-
ball when I was 11 years old and I tore 
some ligaments in my right knee,” said 
Bob. “I went to the doctor and they 
drained it and it continued to bother 
me off and on for a year before I was 
taken to a specialist in Sacramento 
and it was discovered that I had devel-
oped tuberculosis in the bone. When 
they operated and scraped the TB off, 
they fused my knee and it would nev-
er bend again.”

For many or perhaps most people 
in his position, such an injury would 
end their participation in competitive 
sports. But Bob is neither many nor 
most people.

Instead, this Sacramento native has 
achieved the type of success on the 
ball diamond that many able-bodied 
people dream of accomplishing.

Bob’s roots are in the Sacramento 
area. His father, Joseph Edward Nev-
is, was born in Sacramento and his 
mother, Loretta May ( Jacinto) Nevis, 
was born in the Delta town of Hood. 

One of four children, he grew up here 
and was a 1955 graduate of Christian 
Brothers High School. Bob’s family 
history in America began on Sept. 1, 
1901 with the arrival of his grandpar-
ents: Dan and Mary Nevis, who came 
from the island of Pico in the Azores 
Islands.

For Bob, 74, who wore a San Fran-
cisco 49ers sweatshirt during his in-
terview, sports has been an extreme 
interest of his since nearly about the 
time he began to walk.

And although he does not walk as 
well as most people walk, Bob ex-
plained how his love for sports and 
keeping active has allowed him to ex-
ceed expectations.

“I was in a TB ward in Weimer 
(Placer County) for a year and 
three months and then when I got 
out, I was on crutches for a while,” 
said Bob. “The kids used to say that 
I could outrun some of the kids on 
my crutches. I pole vaulted (with the 
crutches), taking 9-foot strides and 
that is not an exaggeration. In all my 
life, I have never seen anyone else run 
on crutches that way and nobody else 
has either that I know of. I ended up 
playing hardball with my brothers 
and a bunch of guys who we grew up 

Sacramento baseball, softball player defies the odds

Land Park News photo, Lance Armstrong
SACRAMENTO NATIVE Bob Nevis has achieved much success in baseball and softball despite acquiring 
a disability during his childhood.See Nevis, page 20
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WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

F o r  o v e r 
3 6  y e a r s

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

1790 7TH AvENUE
Land Park Beauty. Completely up-
dated with excellent taste! Three 
bedroom & two full baths. Five Star 
Master Suite. Chef kitchen and large 
living room. Hardwood flooring 
throughout. $450,000

HELEN TARASCO • 798-7679

1305 42ND AvENUE • $450,000
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

1712 POTRERO WAy • $239,000
TREy bONETTI • 768-9360

2021 22ND STREET
Striking, unique curb presence. 
Midtwn’s upscale Poverty Ridge, 
old city’s highest elevation. Room 
size entry & grand staircase. Wood 
molding, floors & paneling all have 
striking patina, giving the entryway, 
stairs. $525,000
JAmES WALKER • 607-0519

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

4605 ATTAWA AvENUE
Here it is!! Cozy, well maintained Hol-
lywood Park home. Walk to William 
Land Park and City College. Just 10 
minutes from downtown Sacramento, 
large back yard. Excellent opportunity 
for first time buyer. $169,000

RONALD TUTTLE • 889-2133

3211 EAST CURTIS DRIvE
Stunning remodeled home on Curtis 
Park with 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
2,538sf of living space, formal living 
room, formal dining room, family 
room opening to yard with pool and 
spa. $679,000
LARRy EASTERLINg • 849-9431

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ LoW inTRoduCToRy CoST
★ STaRT anyTiME
★ LivE CLaSSES

Call: Ed Daniels •451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ MonTHLy CaSH FLoW
★ TEnanT SCREEning
★ MainTEnanCE

Call: brittany Naucke• 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

2 RIvERSHORE COURT,
BEauTiFuL four bedroom two 
bath well layed out home with 
2783 Sq. Ft. and Japanese garden! 
$469,000 
SUSIE K. PARKER 421-3546

2170 mARKHAm WAy
This well maintained 4bdrm, 2bath 
home is on picturesque Markham Way 
in Curtis Park. The home has a newer 
roof. $499,900
LARRy EASTERLINg • 849-9431 

1712 POTRERO WAy
South Land Park 1800+ Sq. Ft. 
single story three bedroom two 
bath best buy, Equity home! 
$239,000
TREy bONETTI 768-9360

S O L D

S O L D

PENDING

PENDING
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Got News?
E-mail Susan Laird, susan@valcomnews.com

By MARTY RELLES
Land Park News columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

In 1952, my family moved into a three bed-
room, one bathroom house on Janey Way.

With three young children and another 
child on the way, my dad felt like we need-
ed a “bigger” house. Our family fit right into 
this neighborhood, as it was filled with other 
young families. Not only did my brothers and 
I meet lots of new friends, but my parents also 
met a whole group of great neighbors.

The Thomsen’s who lived across the street, 
the Costamagna’s next to them and the Puc-
cetti’s and Viani’s down the street all wel-
comed Mom and Dad to the neighborhood. 
Phyllis Thomsen, Leda Costamagna and Pat 
Puccetti all pitched in to help Mom who was 
pregnant with my brother John at that time.

However, soon after we moved onto Janey Way, 
another family moved in down the street who 
would become Mom and Dad’s closest friends: Ber-
nie Hart, his wife Rose and their infant son, Tom.

Like my dad, Bernie worked as a patrolman 
for the Sacramento Police Department. He 
met Dad there and probably moved to Janey 
Way because of the things he heard about our 
neighborhood.

Soon after the Harts moved in, Mom be-
came fast friends with Rose who everyone af-
fectionately called Rosie. It would prove to be 
a lifelong friendship.

It’s hard to figure what made these two 
young women such good friends. Their back-
grounds could not have been more different. 
Rosie hailed from the back woods of West 
Virginia and mom grew up on the seacoast 
in Santa Cruz, California. Rose had a wry wit 
and told racy jokes and tall stories. Mom took 
things seriously. I am sure she made a good 
“straight man” for Rosie.

Every morning, back then, Rose left her 
home early, got into her mint green Cadillac 
sedan and drove up to our house. When Mom 
saw her coming, she always put a fresh pot of 
coffee on the stove to brew, then let Rosie in 
the kitchen door. Then they sat down at our 
big round maple dining table to drink coffee, 
smoke cigarettes and talk for the entire morn-
ing.

I remember even today the great stories 
Rose told about her childhood in West Vir-
ginia. She could really spin a yarn. Mom 
too, had wonderful stories about growing up 
with five brothers in Santa Cruz. When they 
weren’t telling stories, they chatted about the 
goings-on in our neighborhood. It seems like 
they spent an entire lifetime sitting at that ta-
ble talking.

Right around noon, Rosie gathered up her 
young son Tom and drove off the grocery store 
to buy something to cook for dinner. Mom of-
ten took my little brother John and went with 
her. I remember them driving off in Rose’s big 
caddy while my brother Terry and I played in 
our front yard. It seems so long ago now.

Rosie passed away several years back. 
In 2009, my mom followed her. I guess she 
missed Rosie and wanted to join her.

There is an interesting twist to this sto-
ry. My brother John lives now in our family’s 
home on Janey Way. Rosie’s son Tom inher-
ited her house and has recently remodeled it. 
Later this month, he and his wife Diana will 
move into the home where his mom lived for 
her entire adult life. Both John and Tom look 
forward to being Janey Way neighbors again.

I bet that Rosie and Mom are looking down 
from the heavens and smiling.

Janey Way Memories

Rosie and Mom
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Free skincare consultations are available.
If you have already visited our spa, any referrals means 

FREE for you!  Call for more details.

First Time 
Clients any Face Treatment  

(Up to $90.00 value!)

$59.00

Clean out those cabinets! 
Bring in your old skincare, and receive

Epicuren Discovery skincare.
We will recycle the old for you! Epicuren is carried in 
renowned spas and surgery centers around the world!

10% off

March is Spring Cleaning!

Visit us online at:
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

By CORRIE PELC
Land Park News writer
corrie@valcomnews.com

Hunger is a bigger problem in 
Sacramento than you may think, 
according to Eileen Thomas, ex-
ecutive director of the River City 
Food Bank based in midtown Sac-
ramento.

In 2011, the food bank served 
47,408 people, with about ev-
ery fourth person a child. Thom-
as said the food bank is also seeing 
an increase in seniors – who are 
living on fixed incomes and pen-
sions with not enough money to 
go around – as well as those on 
disability.

To help raise awareness about the 
hunger problem in the Sacramento 
area, for the past nine years River 
City Food Bank has hosted Empty 
Bowls – an annual fund raiser de-
signed to raise funds for the food 
bank and awareness about hunger 
in the community. This year’s event 
was held at the Sacramento Con-
vention Center on March 5 with 

a dinner session and on March 6 
with a lunch session.

“Hunger is one of those prob-
lems that can be hidden very eas-
ily because you look around and 
you go ‘Oh, there’s nobody real-
ly starving in our community,’” 
Thomas said. “Starvation looks a 
little different to us in America 
then it does like in a third-world 
country, so some of the people 
who are starving are actually suf-
fering from malnutrition. They’re 
not eating healthy because they 
don’t have enough money for 
healthy food. Empty Bowls real-
ly speaks to the idea that hunger 
is something that is here in our 
community and it can be helped.”

At Empty Bowls, attendees come 
to either a dinner or lunch session 
to enjoy a soup of their choice do-
nated by a Sacramento area restau-
rant.

“We try to get the very best res-
taurants in Sacramento to donate,” 
Thomas said. Participating res-
taurants included Cafe Bernardo, 

Classique Catering, Scott’s Sea-
food Grill and Bar, Vizcaya and 
Greek Village Inn. To serve the 
soups to hungry patrons, the food 
bank enlisted the services of honor-

ary servers from local government 
and businesses. Some notable serv-
ers on tap this year included City 

Empty Bowls raises awareness of hunger issue in Sacramento

Photo courtesy, River City Food Bank
EMPTY BOWLS is a major fundraiser for the River City Food Bank. This year’s ninth annual event was 
held March 5 and March 6.

See Empty Bowls, page 18
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Choose from a Kitchenette, Studio, One-Bedroom or 
our spacious two-bath Deluxe One-Bedroom fl oor plan.

866-ESKATON  |  www.eskaton.org

ESKATON MONROE LODGE
3225 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento, CA 95818

916-441-1015

INDEPENDENT L IV ING WITH SERVICES

Carefree living.

Come in 

today for 

a tour and 

have lunch 

on us!

... in the Heart of Land Park

Features include:

Emergency pull cords
Staff on-site 24 hours a day
Easy freeway access
Beautiful party rooms and 
common lounges

Fully furnished guest rooms 
for visiting friends or relatives
Complimentary shuttle bus 
service and car service
Elegant dining room
Putting green and custom spa

Councilmembers Rob Fong 
and Steve Cohn.

However, the real draw to 
the event was the handmade 
bowl that each attendee got 
to pick out to take home. 
Thomas said this year they 
had about 1,200 bowls for 
guests to choose from made 
by both professional and 
student artists. Additional-
ly this year, the event fea-
tured a selection of wood 
and glass bowls. Some of 
the professional artists 
showcased their other art at 
the Potters’ Market held in 
conjunction with the event.

This year’s Empty Bowls 
also included a change in 

venue. For the first 
time, the event was 
held at the Sacra-
mento Convention 
Center. This is be-
cause the event has 
grown in popular-
ity.

“We started out 
nine years ago and 
we had about 350 
people attend – we 
thought that was 
pretty good, and 
then it’s grown and 
grown,” Thomas 
explained.

For Empty Bowls 
2012, Thomas 
said the River City 
Food Bank hoped 
to hit a goal of 
raising $125,000, 
which will “help us keep the 
lights on, to keep our build-
ing and operation running. 
It will also pay for some of 
the food that we have to buy 
for our food bank,” she ex-
plained. Final results were 
not available at press time.

Thomas hopes this year’s 
Empty Bowls will help the 
food bank to spread the 
word about the hunger is-
sue in Sacramento, which is 
a year-round challenge for 
the community.

“We hope to gain support 
for River City Food Bank 
and raise awareness in the 
community that this is a real 
problem and there are people 
who need not only food, but 
they need healthy food, they 
need good nutrition, they 
need education about nutri-
tion,” she added. “We want 
to make sure that we explain 
the programs that we provide 
the way that people can help 
to make a difference in their 
community.”

Empty Bowls: Two-day event featured 
bowls crafted by local artisans, students
Continued from page 17
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By CORRIE PELC
Land Park News writer
corrie@valcomnews.com

The ability to take and post 
videos to the Internet with 
ease has become a very large 
part of our mainstream lives 
over the past few years, main-
ly in thanks to the website 
YouTube. According to an ar-
ticle on RealSEO.com, over 2 
billion videos are viewed each 
day on YouTube, and over 35 
hours of video are uploaded 
by users each minute.

While you may think the 
majority of those videos are of 
cats doing silly things, there’s 
a new movement toward us-
ing YouTube as an education-
al tool. And this movement 
is being driven by teachers 
like Vito Ferrante, an algebra 
teacher at Jesuit High School 
in Carmichael.

Ready for his close-up
Two years ago, Ferran-

te wanted to try using video 
technology for classroom in-
struction, so he created his 
own YouTube channel, “Fer-
rante Math,” and began post-
ing videos of himself working 
out different algebra prob-
lems, showing just his hand 
writing out the problem and 
his voice explaining the pro-
cess. Ferrante now has about 
100 videos on his YouTube 
channel that he has used his 
iPhone or iPad to record and 
upload.

“In a sense it’s become a 
type of online textbook and 
the kids can access it at any 
time if the need to,” Ferran-
te said.

Ferrante said giving his stu-
dents access to these instruc-
tional videos at all times of 
the day has helped him reach 
the various different types of 
learners in his class.

“Anytime you have over 
just one-on-one instruction, 
you’re going to have 20 to 30 
different types of learners in 
one classroom,” he explained. 
“And just because an instruc-
tor said something once or 
even twice, that doesn’t mean 
that everyone gets exactly 
what’s being said. So rather 
than needing to repeat things 
over and over the kids can 
go home and look again (at) 
what the instruction was.”

Handy for homework
For freshman Andres 

Ramirez, having access to Fer-
rante’s videos has been help-
ful when he’s home studying 
or doing homework.

“A lot of times when you 
see a teacher do a math prob-
lem, it seems really easy in the 
classroom and I find when I 
get home I totally forget how 
to do it,” he explained. “It’s re-
ally helpful when Mr. Ferran-
te posts the videos because I 
can go over what we learned in 
class and just refresh it in my 
memory so it will help me.”

Turning the tables
Due to the success of Fer-

rante’s instructional videos 
for his students, he decid-
ed to turn the tables and see 
how the students do making 
their own videos utilizing their 
smart phones. Starting this se-
mester, every student in Fer-
rante’s accelerated algebra class 
has their own YouTube chan-
nel. They work in teams in the 
class during the week, taking 
turns videotaping each oth-
er working out algebra prob-
lems. The teammates then cri-
tique each others’ work and 
at the end of each week they 
must upload one video to their 
YouTube channel for Ferran-
te to look at. This allows him 
to hear the student “thinking 
aloud” the problem and its so-
lution, giving him the oppor-
tunity to accurately pinpoint 
where a student may be going 
wrong or “they’re doing some-
thing very clever that maybe 
I hadn’t thought of,” Ferrante 
said.

Ferrante also said this pro-
cess allows the students to 
learn how to work in pairs, 

how to give constructive criti-
cism to a teammate, and how 
to use technology in both an 
innovative and responsible 
way.

“I’m a real firm believer that 
teachers need to model the us-
age of technology because we 
care about all the bad things 
that happen with texting and 
sexting and all that sort of 
thing, and we can model for 
the kids there are better ways 
to use these devices,” he add-
ed. 

Freshman Spencer Bluett 
has found the process of mak-
ing his own videos has helped 
teach him how to combined 
education and technology. He 
also enjoys working with his 
partner on the videos and has 
found it be helpful when try-
ing to figure out math prob-
lems.

“I like how Mr. Ferrante 
gives us freedom (to) go off 
and work together,” he said. 
“I think that really helps us 
understand because we’re the 
same age and we have the 
same questions — we can talk 
about it and discuss what we 
think about how it’s done.”

The Future
Through this process of 

combining education with 
technology, Ferrante said it 
has quite honestly made him 
a better teacher.

“I was always pretty well 
aware of the limitations of 
just a traditional classroom 
– I can be as eloquent as I 
need to be, but the reality is 
that in a sea of 25 faces, I’m 
only hitting a certain percent-
age of those kids that under-
stand what I am saying,” he 
explained. “What it’s done for 

me now is it’s allowed me to 
have a better differentiation 
in the classroom. I’m able to 
target much more succinct-
ly each one of the individual 
kids and I think that’s where 
education is going, quite hon-
estly, into differentiation, in-
dividualized learning.”

Ferrante’s success has oth-
er colleagues at Jesuit inter-
ested in the prospect of do-
ing something similar in their 
classrooms.

“In education, we often talk 
about the importance of in-
tegrating technology and in-
struction to enrich lessons,” 
said Jesuit High School Prin-
cipal Brianna Latko. “Tony 
Ferrante does this in incred-
ibly creative ways, engaging 
students both in and out of 
the classroom. His innovative 
approach to technology as a 
tool for learning has benefited 
his students and our school 
community greatly.”

Lights...Camera...Algebra!

Jesuit High School math teacher educates through YouTube

Photo courtesy, Jesuit High School
ALGEBRA STUDENTS at Jesuit High School Logan Kemper (left) and Michael Fat 
(middle) work on a math video while Vito Ferrante (right) looks on.
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with and we won a lot of 
championships.”

Bob cherishes his days of 
playing in winter and spring 
baseball leagues during his 
youth and his yellowed news-
paper clippings from these 
years appear as precious as 
trophies to him.

During his interview with 
this publication, Bob spread 
out the clippings on his kitch-
en table and said, “These are 
from my days of playing ball 
when I was a young man.”

All of the clippings, with the 
exception of one, highlighted 
the very successful Gerlinger’s 
of the National Division of the 
Sacramento Municipal Spring 
Baseball League. Gerlinger Mo-
tor Parts, which was the team’s 
sponsor, was located at 2020 K 
St. and owned by South Land 
Park resident George Gerlinger.

The clippings provided ad-
ditional evidence that Bob 
was more than just a minor 
contributor to the team.

The following are some of 
the word-for-word highlights 
of Bob’s undated clippings:
•	 Bob Neves (sic) yesterday 

pitched Benny Wolf ’s Ger-
linger’s to a 14 to 0 win over 
the Northgate Gators for the 
championship of the City 
Spring Baseball League’s 
American Division.

•	 Bob Nevis, with a four-hitter, 
yesterday chucked the Ger-

linger’s to a 13 to 5 triumph 
over Aerojet in a Spring Base-
ball League contest.

•	 Chuck Griffith and Bob 
Nevis combined to hurl 
a four-hitter yesterday as 
the Gerlinger’s tripped the 
Lemon Hill All Stars, 3 to 
2 in an American Division 
of the City Winter Baseball 
League game at Leiva Field. 
Gerlinger’s scored its runs 
on a towering home run by 
(Bob’s brother) Bill Nevis, 
who also doubled and sin-
gled, and a two-run double 
by Mike Furtado. (Note: 
Furtado, who is Bob’s cous-
in, later won league cham-
pionships at Sacramento 
State College in 1965 and 
1968 and was a teacher, vice 
principal and baseball coach 
at Elk Grove High School).

•	 The Gerlinger’s of the Nation-
al Division of the Sacramen-
to Municipal Spring Baseball 
League won their ninth straight 
contest yesterday with a 7 to 3 
triumph over the Mac’s (Old-
timers). Bob Nevis pitched the 
win and aided his own cause 
with two doubles and a single.

•	 Home runs by Bob Nevis 
and Jerry Branch helped the 
Gerlinger’s to a 7 to 6 victo-
ry over the Orangevale Li-
ons in the American Divi-
sion of the Winter Baseball 
League yesterday on the 
Grant Field.

•	 Gerlinger’s toppled Mac’s 
Oldtimers, 14 to 5, yester-
day in the Spring Baseball 
League. Larry Meredith 
had four singles and Bob 
Nevis a triple and a single 
for the winners.

•	 Gerlinger’s won its 12th 
consecutive National Di-
vision Spring League base-
ball game yesterday, down-
ing the KSFM DJs, 6 to 3.

•	 The Gerlinger’s, wrapping 
up a perfect season, yester-
day posted their 13 straight 
victory in downing the Post 
Office, 5 to 3. Gerlingers 
won the Spring League 
baseball championship.
Bob also remembers hitting 

three triples in a game at South-
side Park in about 1962.

At various times, the Ger-
linger’s success was aided by 
such players as Larry Bowa, 
Spider Thomas, Don Semon, 
Bernie Church, Don Zets 
and Hank Falconer (who was 
signed by local agent Ron-
nie King and tried out for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates), who were 
all scouted by professional 
clubs.

The late Sacramento Bee ed-
itor Marco Smolich dedicat-
ed an entire article to Bob in 
1953 and noted in part of his 
story that Bob, who was at-
tending The Sacramento Bee-
KFBK Baseball School at 
Edmonds Field, was the “per-
sonification” of “hustle.”

In about 1965, Bob, who 
worked for 57 years as a resi-
dential home painter, hurt his 
right hip and quit playing league 
baseball. He raised a family in 
Sacramento and has three sons, 
Lance, Mike and Joe, and a step-
daughter, Schnee.

It was not until 1993 that 
Bob was playing competi-
tively again, as he joined the 

league, Golden Seniors Soft-
ball Club of Sacramento.

Bob continues to play soft-
ball today and has experi-
enced much success on a tour-
nament team.

Among the highlights of his 
participation in tournament 
play was winning the Califor-
nia Cup in Woodland and the 
Silver Medal in the World Se-
ries in Phoenix in 2009 and 
the Hall of Fame Tourna-
ment in Manteca in 2011.

While playing on the exhibi-
tion team, the Can-Sirs, a cancer 
awareness team for men, Bob 

was awarded the Most Valuable 
Player award in 2011. Bob is a 
prostate cancer survivor.

Bob, who known for his 
sense of humor, quipped, “The 
(MVP) award can’t be for the 
Most Valuable Player. It must 
be for the Most Valuable Por-
tuguese.”

Another highlight for Bob 
is having the opportunity to 
play ball again with his broth-
ers, Jerry and Bill, as the three 
brothers play together in the 
Travelers League, which is 
not affiliated with the Gold-
en Seniors.

In thinking back on his 
years of playing baseball and 
softball, Bob said that he has 
enjoyed many good times and 
hopes to continue playing 
softball for many more years.

“I’m glad that I continued 
to play ball and overcame the 
self consciousness of think-
ing that I can’t do something,” 
Bob said. “I’ll continue to play 
ball as long as I can be of help 
to my team. I’ve enjoyed every 
minute with my teammates 
and the camaraderie and the 
couple of beers and the stories 
and the jokes and the lies. It’s 
been all great.”

Senior athlete: Positive attitude, love of the game keep Nevis active
Continued from page 14

Photo courtesy, Bob Nevis
BOB NEVIS stands prepared to field a ball at first base. Nevis has also experienced 
success as a pitcher.



21www.valcomnews.com  •  March 8, 2012   •  The Land Park NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

German, to party, to exercise and 
to carry on some old German tra-
ditions.”

Despite being one of the oldest 
Turn Vereins in the United States, 
the local Turn Verein did not be-
gin in Sacramento or the United 
States.

It instead has its roots in Prus-
sia, where it was founded by Fried-
rich Ludwig Jahn (1778-1852) in 
1811, just five years following the 
Prussian army’s defeat by Napole-
an’s armies.

Although the organization was 
established through Jahn’s desire to 
build up his countrymen by way of 
physical and mental enhancements 
through gymnastics, the Sacramen-
to Turn Verein no longer includes a 
gymnastics section.

Modern-day activities
Modern-day sections of the Sac-

ramento Turn Verein include: the 
Harmonie choral group, the Soc-
cer Club, the Handball/Racquet-
ball Club, the Actives, whose main 
function is to promote Turn Ver-
ein activities, and the German Lan-
guage School.

East Coast childhood
Stoffel, who serves as the in-

terclub liaison for the cultural 
center-library, said that he is an 
extreme example of a German-
American, since he was born in 
New Jersey to Wuppertal, Ger-
many immigrants Otto and Mar-
tha Stoffel.

“My parents came to the Unit-
ed States in 1935,” Stoffel said. 
“ There hasn’t been anything else 
(but German heritage) in my 
family to my knowledge. There 
might be a Viking in there some-
where. I think on my mom’s side 
(a relative) came down from Den-
mark, because several people in 
my family are very tall and that’s 
Viking.”

Despite being born in New Jer-
sey, Stoffel, who is also fluent in 
German, spent his youth grow-
ing up in the Bronx and gradu-
ated from Christopher Columbus 
High School in New York City in 
1957.

In that same year, Stoffel was 
hired by the Remington Rand 
corporation as a computer pro-
gramming trainee.

But Stoffel, who was a Civil Air 
Patrol cadet in 1949 and 1950, 
wanted to become a pilot.

Although Remington Rand of-
fered him a promising future, he 
abandoned a career in computer 

science and followed his dream in 
aviation.

NATO interpreter
After joining the U.S. Air Force, 

Stoffel was stationed in Frankfurt, 
Germany from 1957 to 1961, and 
served in various positions including 
a pilot, an interpreter for the German 
Federal Aviation Agency and a liai-
son for NATO between Frankfurt 
and Paris.

Airline pilot
Following his time in the mili-

tary and while approaching his 
21st birthday, Stoffel was hired by 
Pan American World Airways and 
soon became a flight instructor in 
the New York-New Jersey area.

When he was 26 years old, Stof-
fel became a pilot for Trans World 
Airlines and flew between and 
America and Europe for 25 years. 
He also managed an airport and 
operated an air taxi service.

After his international piloting 
days, Stoffel dedicated five addi-
tional years to Trans World Air-
lines, instructing young cadets in 
St. Louis how to fly. He retired in 
2000.

Chose Sacramento to retire
When asked how a world-traveled 

German man from the Bronx ended 
up becoming an active member of the 
Sacramento Turn Verein, Stoffel said 
that he became interested in the Plac-
er County city of Auburn while flying 
above the place at various times. He 
eventually decided to purchase a re-
tirement home in the area.

Joined Turn Verein
With a pleasant and reflective tone 

to his voice, Stoffel shared his mem-
ory about discovering the Sacramento 
Turn Verein.

“Quite by chance, one day I was 
driving on J Street to some destina-
tion east of (the Turn Verein) and I 
was stopped at the traffic light and I 
saw (the Turn Verein) building,” Stof-
fel recalled. “As I drove by I (read) 
Turn Verein (on the building) and I 
said, ‘I know what a Turn Verein is. 
I was at a Turn Verein when I was a 
kid in New York City.’ So, I pulled my 
car around and got out and they had 
a sign in the window (that read) Ger-
man classes. So, that was my initial 
exposure to this place.”

Stoffel joined the Sacramento Turn 
Verein in April 2000 and has re-
mained active in the organization 
since that time.

Another contribution that Stof-
fel made for the local advancement of 
German culture was his campaigning 
to have the German television net-
work, Deutsche Welle, available to 
view at the local Turn Verein.

A healthy organization
Unlike many old organizations, Sac-

ramento Turn Verein is not struggling 
to find new members.

Stoffel said that the Turn Verein’s 
membership is “increasing constantly, 
like two or three (new members) per 
month.”

Stoffel: Turn Verein hosts German events, preserves heritage
Continued from page 13

Land Park News photo, Lance Armstrong
EIGHT DECADES AND COUNTING. The Sacramento Turn Verein has been located at 3349 J St. in Sacra-
mento since 1926.
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Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

ADDITION SPECIALIST

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

Sunshine Electrical

Security Lighting
Upgrades/Remodels/Repairs

Spa Electrical
FREE Estimates/Small jobs OK

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca License # 633853 (Liability Insured)

ELECTRICAL

Residential Specialist

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 15 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

 Spring Clean-up Specials! 

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CLEANING

HARDWOOD FLOORING

Specializing in installing, sanding, 
and fi nishing hardwood fl ooring 

or repair and refurbish your current fl oors.

Call Michael – (916) 383-8742
Lic # 544159/References Available

Hardwood Flooring

FENCING

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Call Eric (916) 470-3488

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement! 

Carpentry – Electrical
 Sprinklers – Plumbing  

Drains & Mainline
Quality work the fi rst time, Guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

CUSTOM FENCING
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SOVEREIGN PAINTING

 (916) 422-4416
Dan Sovereign

painting

Quality craftsmanship
3rd Generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

Lic.#484215

Interior & Exterior Painting

ROONEy’S
PLumbING

FULL SERViCE pLUMBing

RootER SERViCE

pLUMBing

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com
CALL 456-7777

tiLE WoRK tREE SERViCE

pLUMBing ContRaCtoR

LandSCaping

gaRy’S painting
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

painting

RooFing

WatERpRooFing/MoiStURE ContRoL

KitCHEn/BatH dESign

haulinG

Spring Clean Out!

martin (916) 207-8005

Affordable Dump Runs
Rubbish & Debris Hauling

Includes labor, loading 
& disposal fees

Lic#1004850

your ad should be here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

b & T upholstery & Repair

UpHoLStERy 

Furniture
upholstery at 

its finest

1600-B Kitchner Rd., Sacto 95822
916/392-1959 • 916/995-7177

* Senior Discounts
www.bandtupholstery.com

painting

HEating & aiR Conditioning

painting
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HANDYMAN SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call Steven 
at 230-2114.

HARDwooD fLooRS
REfINISH oR INStALL
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring or refurbish 
your existing hardwood floors. Call Mike at  (916) 
383-8742. Lic#544159 Ref available

HELp wANtED
DRIVERS
Drivers: Gross $4,100 month, 100% Paid Benefits, 
get paid weekly & take truck home! CDL-A, 2 yrs 
OTR Exp. 1-888-880-5921

CoMpUtERS
Got CoMpUtER pRoBLEMS?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $45/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area,  travel charge will apply. Problem not 
fixed? No pay! Free estimates/consultation. Call 
cell# 296-7161

HANDYMAN
SpRING CLEAN-Up SpECIALS!
pressure washing– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning,
power spray, hauling, yard work,  painting, tree & 
shrub removal, clean-up, fence repairs, light tree 
trimming, & more. Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247. 
Specials for seniors. Licensed.

Call Melissa at 429-9901 and place your ad today!

#1 BOOkkEEPER
29 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. www.
taxirene.info

BookkEEpING

ADVERtISE YoUR RENtALS

Call 429-9901

tAx pREpARER

#1 tAx pREpARER
29 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business 
Tax returns including Corp & Partnerships. 
We prepare expertly all past tax returns
including all State returns. Get the most 
deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. 
today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada 
(775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. www.
taxirene.info

Advertise in 
California Kids! 

For more information, 
call Jen at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.
A monthly publicationfull of activities, mazes, 

word search, party ideas, travel, and a lot  more! 

Sell your car
in the classifieds! Place your ad today!

LANDSCApE MAINtENANCE
GARDENING SERVICES
River City Lawn & Garden Care: maintenance 
rates start @ $70/month. Residential/industrial/com-
mercial/clean-ups. Lawn Aeration $50 (Max 5000 
sq ft) FREE estimates – (916) 247-8952  Since 
1971. rwest92924@aol.com

pERfEC t GIft!
pEt poRtRAItS
Realistic paintings of beloved pets. Perfect gift for 
animal-lovers!Reasonable prices. Submit photo-
graph–turn around 7-10 days. Email melissa@
melissaandrews.com or call 447-4441.

Sell your furniture
in the classifieds

call Melissa 
at 916 429-9901

CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY
OF SACRAMENTO

25th YEAR OF BEAUTIFUL MUSIC!

Concerts 2012 - 3/10, 
4/15, 5/5, 6/12

cmssacto.org 443-2908

Show Your Family Roots
All-day seminar hosted by Root Cellar Sacramento Genealogical Society

Sat., March 31, 9 a.m. to 3:45 p.m., doors open 8:30 a.m.
Four sessions by internationally-known genealogical author, George G. Morgan

Bring Them Back to Life: Developing an Ancestor Profile; 
Push and Pull: The Reasons for Migration; 

Sidestep Genealogy; & the Genealogist as CSI
Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church, 11427 Fair Oaks Blvd. 

Advance registration required: $25 members; $30 non-members; after March 12-$35.
Reg form at www.rootcellar.org. Contact Diane at rootcellarsgs@gmail.com

30th Annual

Spring Craft Faire
Saturday, March 3, 2012

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. FREE

Over 90 Crafters!!!
Great shopping for specialty gifts!

Mission Oaks Community Center
4701 Gibbons Drive, Carmichael

972-0336 MORPD.com

Cal Middle School’s Annual Fundraiser

Spring Thing
An evening of food & drink 

from Sacramento’s finest
$30 per person in advance

$35 at the door
Purchase tickets from 

calmiddlespringthing.com or from 
Cal Middle School 1600 Vallejo Way

Saturday, March 17
6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Congregation B’nai Israel, 
3600 Riverside Boulevard

Friends of Jensen Botanical Garden

Spring Plant Sale
Saturday, April 7th

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Charles C. Jensen Botanical Garden
8520 Fair Oaks Boulevard

(between Marshall & Hollister)

Come early for the Best selection

For more information:
Beverly Scott (916) 338-2072

CALL  (916) 429-9901 
TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT 
In the Arden Carmichael News, East Sacramento News, 

The Land Park News and The Pocket News

For more Calendar enteries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: susan@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

March

Bilingual Toastmasters
March 8, 15, 22, 29: Una oportunidad uni-
ca para mejorar sus habilidades bilingues y 
superar el temor de hablar delante de gente 
con nuestro club Los Oradores Toastmas-
ters. Improve your language skills and lose 
fear of speaking in front of people in Span-
ish and English with Los Oradores. Every 

Thursday/Cada Jueves 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 
Sutter Cancer Center 2800 L Street, Sac. 
Teri Bullington (916) 723-6232 teri.bull-
ington@gmail.com,www.sacramentotoast-
masters.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bingo!
March 8, 15, 22, 29: Enjoy a great local 
charity game of bingo every Thurs. night at 
6:30 p.m. Benefits projects in the commu-
nity. Early bird for $5, Regular game buy-
in of $20. Elks Lodge No. 6, 6446 Riverside 
Blvd., Sac. (916) 422-6666
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Florin Sears Store Farmer’s Market
March 8, 15, 22, 29: Florin Sears Store 
Farmer’s Market. Every Thursday, year 
round. 8 a.m.–noon. Florin Rd. & 65th St., 
Sac. www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
March 8, 15, 22, 29: 12-Step group for 
those who struggle with obesity, food obses-
sion or eating disorders. Meets Thursdays. 9 
a.m. St. Andrews United Methodist Church, 
6201 Spruce Ave., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Living Positive with Chronic 

Disease group
March 8, 15, 22, 29: Meet-up group for 
people living with chronic disease who hon-
or how important a positive mindset is. If 
you want to complain – this isn’t the group 
for you. The group will discuss and support: 
best practices for managing your condition, 
communication strategies, ways to laugh, 

have fun, engage with life and more. Free. 
Meets Thursdays. 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. Star-
bucks, 1401 Alhambra Blvd., Sac. Danea 
Horn (503) 319-4247
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
March 8, 15, 22, 29: Hear guest speak-
ers address local, regional and internation-
al topics. Visitors welcome. 7:30 a.m., every 
Thurs. Aviators Restaurant, 6151 Freeport 
Blvd., Sac. Kelly Byam (916) 684-6854.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Downtown Plaza 
Farmer’s Market
March 8, 15, 22, 29: Sacramento Down-
town Plaza Farmer’s Market. Every Thurs-
day, May–Sept. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 4th & K 
streets, Sac. www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sutterville Heights Optimist Club
March 8, 15, 22, 29: Come enjoy communi-
ty speakers and community projects for youth. 

12 noon., every Thurs. Golden Corrall, 7700 
W. Stockton Blvd., Sac. Charlie (916) 427-
7136 or Mary-Jo at (916) 691-3059
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Volkssport walking
March 8: Come join the Sacramento Walk-
ing Sticks Volkssport Club! Monthly meetings 
held every second Thursday at 7 p.m. SMUD 
Headquarters Bldg., Conference Center, 6201 
S St., Sac. Those who wish to walk before the 
meeting, meet at Starbucks, 1420 65t St., Sac. 
At 5 p.m. to walk a 3-mile walk to CSUS cam-
pus & back. Barbara Nuss (916) 283-4650 or 
(916) 691-7618 or nussb@surewest.net. Also 
www.SacramentoWalkingSticks.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Ballroom Dances
March 9, 13, 16, 20, 23, 27, 30: Enjoy 
dancing to a live band every Tuesday and 
Friday. 1:15 p.m.–3:45 p.m. $5/person. 
Mission Oaks Community Center, 4701 
Gibbons Dr., Carmichael
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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Best Friend Fridays
March 9, 16, 23, 30: Enjoy a fun, no-pressure, 
no-risk networking environment that ben-
efits the local community non-profits. Hors 
d’oeuvres, wine & beer, games, raffle drawings, 
door prizes. Bring your best friend and make 
new ones. $5 admission. Each Friday is host-
ed by a different non-profit group with all pro-
ceeds from the raffle donated. Garden Room 
and Courtyard, Sierra 2 Center, 2791 24th St., 
Sac. (916) 452-3005 www.sierra2.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael Geranium Society
March 9: Come to the monthly meeting of the 
Carmichael Geranium Society. Guests wel-
come. Meets every Second Friday of the month, 
10 a.m.–12 noon. No mtg. in Aug. Carmichael 
Park Community Clubhouse, 5750 Grant Ave., 
Carmichael. Jean (916) 481-2076
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Kiwanis Club of East Sacramento–
Midtown
March 9, 16, 23, 30: Come listen to an interesting 
guest speaker weekly; community service, serving 
the children of the world. Visitors welcome, first 
breakfast “on us.” 7 a.m.–8 a.m. Fridays. 2875 50th 
St., UC Davis Med. Ctr., Sac. (916) 761-2124 
www.eastsacmidtownkiwanis.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Point West
March 9, 16, 23, 30: Hear guest speakers 
address local, regional and international top-
ics. Visitors welcome. 7 a.m., every Fri. Dou-
bleTree Hotel, 2001 Point West Way., Sac. 
www.pointwestrotary.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimists of Sacramento
March 9, 16, 23, 30: Soroptimist Interna-
tional of Sacramento South, a service club 
for business and professional women, meets 
Fridays. 11:15 a.m.–12:45 p.m. Casa Gar-
den Restaurant, 2760 Sutterville Rd., Sac. 
Barbara McDonald, (916) 363-6927
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Country Club Plaza Farmer’s 

Market
March 10, 17, 24, 31: Country Club Plaza 
Farmer’s Market. Every Saturday, year round. 
8 a.m.–noon. Watt & El Camino, Butano Dr. 
parking lot, Sac. www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
March 10, 17, 24, 31: 12-Step group for 
those who struggle with obesity, food obses-
sion or eating disorders. Meets Saturdays. 8 
a.m. Mercy General Hospital North Audi-
torium, 4001 J St., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Shamrock Half Marathon
March 10: Sponsored by Fleet Feet Event 
Management. Raley Field-Capital Mall-
Discovery Park-Old Sac., 7:45 a.m.–1 p.m. 
(916) 662-3007 kim@fleetfeetsacramen-
to.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael Farmer’s Market
March 11, 18, 25: Carmichael Farm-
er’s Market. 8 a.m.–1 p.m., every Sun. Year 
round, rain or shine. Carmichael Park, 
5750 Grant Ave., Carmichael. www.bemon-
eysmartusa.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
March 11, 18, 25: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle to maintain healthy relation-
ships. Meets Sundays. 2 p.m. Heritage Oaks 
Hospital, 4300 Auburn Blvd., Rm.101, Sac 
(866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community Sunday breakfast
March 11, 18, 25: Enjoy a delicious break-
fast of eggs Benedict, corned beef hash, Joe’s 
scramble, pancakes and more. 8:30 a.m.–11 
a.m, every Sun. $9. Elks Lodge No. 6, 6446 
Riverside Blvd. (at Florin Rd.), Sac. Proceeds 
benefit student scholarships. www.elks6.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Families Anonymous
March 11, 18, 25: Meet with other parents 
who are dealing with a daughter or son who 
is experiencing mental, emotional or addition 
problems. Meets every Sunday without fail. 3 
p.m. Del Norte Swimming and Tennis Club, 
3040 Beccera Way, Sac. Jane (916) 402-2465
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

River Park Youth Baseball Parade
March 11: Opening Day Parade for Riv-
er Park Youth Baseball. 9 a.m.–10:30 a.m. 
River Park, 377 Moddison Ave., Sac. (916) 
952-0245
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

State Parking Lot Farmer’s Market
March 11, 18, 25: State Parking Lot Farm-
er’s Market. Every Sunday, year round. 8 
a.m.–noon. 8th & W streets, under High-
way 50, Sac. www.california-grown.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Paula Swayne 
Realtor 

(916) 425-9715 
www.PaulaSwayne.com 

DRE# 01188158 

Kellie Swayne 
Realtor 

(916) 206-1458 
www.KellieSwayne.com 

DRE# 01727664 

Realtors 
N, D UNNIGA 

Because the word 

SOLD 
 

has such a great ring to it. 

Exceptional Duplex! 
Each side boasts 2 Beds, 1 & 1/2 Baths, 1475 Sq. Ft. 

$569,000 

‘The Mane Event V’ 
at CKM High March 9
Special to Land Park News

The C.K. McClatchy High School Marching Band will 
host its Fifth annual Winter Percussion and Color Guard 
event on Friday, March 9 fro 4 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

This competition is a showcase for the school and the 
community. High schools from Northern California come 
to be seen, heard and to show off their talent.

The event will be held at C.K. McClatchy High School, 
located at 3066 Freeport Boulevard in Sacramento. For 
ticket information, visit www.ckmband.org.
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Faces and places

‘Wundercars!’
By TOM PANIAGUA
Land Park News photographer

Germany’s original automotive pioneer is on display at 
the California Auto Museum in Sacramento.

The unique exhibit features 125 years of great cars to tell 
the Mercedes-Benz story.

“Wundercars!” continues through March 16.

Visit us online at:
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m
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Faces and places
High school youth 
volunteer at the Parkway
By BILL CONDRAY
Land Park News writer and photographer
bill@valcomnews.com

High school students from the Sacramento, Ar-
den and Carmichael areas all came together during 
their President’s Day/week vacation to plant native 
oak trees in an effort to preserve the American Riv-
er Parkway on Feb. 22.

“This was a student project day,” said Stacy Srping-
er, of the American River Parkway Foundation. “It 
serves two purposes. First, it gets youth out on the 
Parkway, and second, it helps the students to get 
their required community service hours for school.”

Students came from Del Campo, El Camino, Kenne-
dy, Mira Loma, Rio Americano and other high schools. 
After a one-hour orientation on the nature of the envi-
ronmental preserve and how to properly plant the trees, 
the youth worked hard, planting 2,700 trees. A reward 
of pie was enjoyed by all after the tree plantings.



EXCEPTIONAL DUPLEX
The character of Land Park is evident in every detail of this 
duplex! Pretty hardwood floors, beautiful molding and 2 
fireplaces...one in the living room and another in the master 
bedroom. Pretty landscaping both in front and backyard. 
Long driveway allows for plenty of off street parking. See: 
1525and15278thavenue.epropertysites.com $569,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

www.dunniganrealtors.com | 4215 Freeport Blvd. | 916.454.5753 
2401 American River Drive, Suite 150 | 484-2030 

LAND PARK COTTAGE
Sweet, spacious and beautifully maintained and oh, the pos-
sibilities!! 2 or 3 bedrooms, with master bedroom that has its 
own sitting room (or it could be a nursery or exercise room). 
Den with knotty pine cabinets where you can just feel the 
warmth of yesteryear. Spacious kitchen and gleaming hard-
wood floors. See: 264417thstreet.ihousenet.com $289,900 
SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395 • CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

S LAND PARK TERRACE
Opportunity knocks in So. Land Park. Nicely appointed 3 
bedroom 2½ bathhome awaits a new owner. Over 1800 sf 
with remodeled kitchen is an entertainers dream with pro-
fessional cooktop, double ovens and oversized buffet and 
wetbar area. Newer roof and nicely landscaped yard. See: 
1125volzdrive.epropertysites.com $349,000
CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483 • KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458

PERSONALITY PLUS!
South Land Park 3 or 4 bedroom 2 bath with beautiful leaded 
glass windows, custom front door and used brick & wood. 
Pretty hardwood floors & brick fireplace. Kitchen wih granite, 
Wolf range & oven, Mele dishwasher, convection microwave & 
interior grill. See www.4809HillsboroLane.com $450,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

NESTLED IN SLP
A quality single story 4 bedroom home in South Land Park; 
features hardwood floors, custom wood blinds, remodeled 
bathrooms, updated kitchen, stainless steel double oven and 
dishwasher. The home also has newer dual pane windows, fence, 
tile roof and appliances. See: 6288 Lake Park Dr $259,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

LAND PARK DUPLEX
This classic 1960's duplex still shines with its original 
character. Beautifully maintained. Would be ideal for owner 
occupant (single story on larger side, two story on smaller 
side). Larger side has master suite with large bath. See: 
www.2099-8thAve.com $519,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

RESIDENTIAL LOTS
Amazing opportunity to develop five new homes half a block 
from William Land Park! Approved by Sacramento Planning 
Commission to subdivide .7 acre lot and build two 2500 SF 
homes, two 2400 SF homes and one 2000 square foot home. 
See: 4540delrioroad.epropertysites.com $650,000

NATHAN SHERMAN 969-7379

SPACIOUS CHARMER
Adorable 3 bedroom home in the Freeport Park area of 
South Land Park! You will love the wood floors, spacious 
kitchen with dining bar, large bedrooms, central heat and 
air conditioning, 2-car attached garage with workshop area. 
See: 5430ashlandway.ePropTour.com $149,000

ERIN ATTARDI  342-1372

PENDING!

WONDERFUL LAND PARK
Character of the1940's with the convenience of today. Pretty 
vaulted living room ceiling, lit dining room hutches and rich 
hardwood floors in this 3 bedroom home! Pretty backyard 
complete with central fountain and beautiful landscaping.   
See: 274014thstreet.epropertysites.com $419,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715


