
www.valcomnews.comCommunity News in Your Hands

The Land Park News
since 1991

California Eagles Golfers compete in a 9-hole string putting contest
See page 5

Marty Relles Presents: 
Janey Way Memories

See page 13

August 23, 2012 

TEEN PROGRAM, PAGE 19  •  FORMER NFL CHAMPION REMINISCES, PAGES 20–21  •  COMMUNITY CALENDAR, PAGES 25–27  

What is a ‘Creature 
Catcher?’

See page 4

Inside This Edition

Taiko drums, dance, 
delicious food and more

See page 9

Remembering  
the 1947
‘Turkey 
Day’ 
game	 See page 10



� The Land Park News  •  August 23, 2012   •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc. �www.valcomnews.com  •  August 23, 2012   •  The Land Park NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

The Land Park News
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

The Land Park News is published on the second and fourth Thursdays 
of the month and delivered by mail and home delivery in the area 
bounded by Broadway to the north, Interstate 5 on the west, Florin 
Road on the south and Freeport Boulevard/21st Street on the east. 

Publisher....................................................................... George Macko 
General Manager......................................................... Kathleen Egan 
Editor............................................................................... Monica Stark
Art Director......................................................................John Ochoa
Graphic Designer........................................................ Serene Lusano
Advertising Executives

Linda Pohl, Patty Colmer, Melissa Andrews, Jen Henry
Distribution/Subscriptions....................................... George Macko

E-mail stories & photos to: vcnnews@valcomnews.com Vol. XXI  • No. 16

2709 Riverside Blvd.
Sacramento,
CA 95818
t: (916) 429-9901
f: (916) 429-9906

Cover photo by:
Jim Coombs
Other photos
Courtesy
CA Rice  
Commission

Send your story ideas to, 
editorial@valcomnews.com



� The Land Park News  •  August 23, 2012   •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc. �www.valcomnews.com  •  August 23, 2012   •  The Land Park NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Business Brief:
‘Creature Catchers’ traps 
creepy crawling critters
Special to Land Park News

Steve Andert may 
look a bit like Indi-
ana Jones in his leath-
er hat, but in fact, he 
is an intrepid wild-
life hunter and cap-
turer.

His business, Crea-
ture Catchers Wild-
life Management, 
calls for humane and 
non-toxic solutions 
for both animals and 
man alike, by rid-
ding homes and busi-
nesses of  all wildlife 
problems in a timely 
fashion.

Andert and his team demonstrate the expertise and 
experience to solve problems such as skunks under 
decks, squirrels and raccoons in chimneys, attics or 
sub-areas and ending uninvited wildlife guests.

These critters are problematic in many of  our com-
munities these days, he says.

Andert aims to educate the customer and restrict 
the access of  wild animals by trapping the creatures 
after excluding and screening al l  possible entranc-
es.

By eliminating future disturbances, Creature Catch-
ers ensures both the customers’ safety and their prop-
erty.  

“Your safety is our business,” Andert said. “If it flies or walks, 
we’ll remove it.”

Get more information at www.creaturecatchers.org.

Golfers enjoy their 
string putting contest 
and ice cream social
Special to Land Park News

Golfers participating in the California Eagles Golf Program com-
peted in a 9-Hole string putting contest on Tuesday, August 7, at Hag-
gin Oaks Golf Complex. The golfers had to putt under and around 
several hazards and obstacles, trying to achieve the lowest number of 
putt strokes to win a new putter. After completing all nine holes of 
putting, the golfers enjoyed ice cream donated by Vic’s Ice Cream.

California Eagles is a golf program designed specifically for 
people with special needs. There are approximately 75 partici-
pants in the program. It is sponsored by Morton Golf Founda-
tion and The First Tee of Greater Sacramento.

Haggin Oaks Golf Complex: Tuesday, 5:30-7 p.m., Mid-
April – Mid-September 

William Land Golf Course: Monday, 5:30-7 p.m., Mid-
April – Mid-September

What you get with the program: Golf Instruction * Life 
Skills Instruction * On Course Demonstrations * Playing 
Time * Contests * Putting Contest/Ice Cream Social * Year 
End Tournament/BBQ * Participation in Special Olympics 
Golf Tournaments

For more information or to sign up, call Janie Bucher at (916) 
765-0870, or join them on Monday or Tuesday night.

Photos courtesy
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Land Park News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s note: This is part two 
of a two-part series about the 
history of the American River 
in relation to the area of Sacra-
mento today.

Many non-native people 
were attracted to the Amer-
ican River and its surround-
ing areas during the 19th cen-
tury.

The dynamic fur-bear-
ing and hide-producing 
animal population com-
bined with the rich, fertile 
soil encouraged the earliest 
of these people to attempt 
to build permanent, non-

Indian settlements along 
the banks of the American 
River.

The first person to accom-
plish this was the Swiss-
German adventurer and en-
trepreneur Captain Johann 
Augustus Sutter, who became 
known to his Mexican hosts 
as Juan Sutter and who is 
known today as John Sutter.

Sutter had come to the 
banks of the American Riv-
er through a circuitous route 
that included stops in New 
York City, Westport (now 
Kansas City, Mo.), Santa Fe, 
Mexico (present day New 
Mexico) and overland across 
the Rocky Mountains. 

He then traveled by ship 
to the Sandwich Islands (to-

day’s Hawaiian Islands), Fort 
Sitka in Russian Alaska, Yer-
ba Buena (later renamed San 
Francisco), Monterey and fi-
nally up the American Riv-
er to what became known as 
Sutter’s Landing at present 
day 28th and C streets.

Sutter in Sacramento
Sutter, who arrived at 

this latter mentioned site in 
mid-August 1839, was able 
to acquire a nearly 50,000-
acre land grant from the 
Mexican government. 

The grant included the 
mouth of the American 
River and a large portion 
of the lower Sacramento 
Valley.

The Mexican government 
of California freely gave this 
land because of its belief 
that Sutter could not suc-
cessfully subjugate and con-
trol the large native popu-
lation.

Since Gabriel Moraga be-
came the first non-Indian 
to visit the American Riv-
er in 1806, many non-In-
dians attempted or dreamt 

of establishing a permanent 
presence in the Sacramen-
to Valley.

In each case, the native 
population repelled the in-
vaders and drove them back 
to the coast.

However, Sutter, with a 
landing force of two Ger-
man sailors, 10 Hawaiians 
(two of whom were wom-
en), and possibly an English 
bulldog, was able to make 
peace with the local na-
tives and build the Ameri-
can River’s first permanent 
settlement.

The first settlement
The settlement, which 

Sutter named Nueva Hel-
vetia (New Switzerland and 
commonly known as New 
Helvetia), began as a small 
trading post that incorpo-
rated these local natives into 
the day-to-day business and 
agriculture.

The trading post grew into 
a fort – which would become 
known as Sutter’s Fort – and 
an agricultural and manufac-
turing complex that attracted 

entrepreneurs, opportunists, 
a few miscreants and simple 
settlers from throughout the 
world.

The community burgeoned 
and with it grew the impor-
tance and value of the Amer-
ican River.

Sutter’s first non-Indian 
neighbor was Scotland na-
tive John Sinclair, the rep-
resentative of Eliab Grimes, 
a businessman from the 
Sandwich Islands who re-
ceived a land grant from 
Sutter across the American 
River from New Helvetia.

Sinclair was followed by 
William Leidesdorff, who 
acquired a land grant east 
of New Helvetia and south 
of the American River. This 
grant included the present 
day cities of Rancho Cordo-
va and Folsom.

Leidesdorff was the son 
of a Dutch trader and a 
West Indian Creole and he 
was probably the first per-
son of African descent to be 
a property owner in Cali-
fornia.

Following these two men, 
many others rushed to Sut-
ter’s settlement. Among 
these people was James 
Marshall, a carpenter from 
New Jersey.

Discovery of gold
Marshall contracted with 

Sutter to build a sawmill 
on the American River that 
would satisfy the lumber 
needs of the growing com-
munity.

The famous conclusion 
of this sawmill was the dis-
covery of gold on the south 
fork of the American in the 

native village of Colluma – 
present day Coloma.

At this point, as histori-
an J. S. Holliday wrote, “The 
World Rushed In.”

The Gold Rush led to 
the founding of Sacramen-
to City – the original name 
of Sacramento – and radi-
cal changes in the purpose 
and course of the American 
River.

This influx of humani-
ty and the quest to leave no 
stone unturned in the search 
for gold altered the power-
ful mountain stream that 
meandered through the val-
ley to its confluence with the 
Sacramento River.

Near this confluence, in an 
area that was once abundant 
with trees and shrubs, a com-
mercial center rapidly grew.

However, when a city is 
built where two major rivers 
come together, flooding is in-
evitable.

Sacramento floods
The new metropolis, 

which would soon become 
the capital of the new state 
of California, flooded in 
each of its first few years of 
existence. 

But the indomitable spir-
it of the citizens of the new 
city could not be broken. 
They constructed levees 
that they hoped would hold 
back the powerful waters 
of the river. But these ru-
dimentary earthworks were 
no match for the force of 
the American.

The most significant flood 
in the history of the capital 
city came in the winter of 
1861-62. At that time, the 
rains began to fall and they 
continued nearly unabated 
for more than a month.

Around 8 a.m. on Dec. 
9, 1861, the river broke 
through the levee at Smith’s 
Gardens in the area of to-
day’s River Park.

The water coursed down 
Burns Slough and inundat-
ed the eastern part of the 
city, all the way to the rail-
road levee in the south.

The ‘Secret City’
The flooding was so in-

tense that merchants and 
residents from Front Street 

to 12th Street and from the 
American River to the R 
Street levee reacted by rais-
ing their buildings as much 
as 14 feet, or constructing 
an additional story to these 
structures.

These modifications are 
what created the famed 
underground of  Sacra-
mento.

This flooding also led to 
outcries about the poor con-
ditions of the levee system 
and the need to alter the 
course of the American Riv-
er.

The immediate step was 
to force the river north, 
near Rabel’s Tannery at 
28th Street, in order to di-
rect the water away from 
the city.

The larger step was the 
engineering endeavor that 
would take the big bend out 
of the west end of the riv-
er, near its confluence with 
the Sacramento River. This 
project began in 1864 and 
was completed four years 
later.

As a result of this rechan-
neling, the American Riv-
er met with the Sacramen-
to River one mile further 
north than it did when Sut-
ter established his settle-
ment.

But even these dramat-
ic engineering feats were 
not sufficient to guaran-
tee the safe control of  the 
river.

The river continued to 
flood on a regular ba-
sis and heavy rains com-
bined with spring snow 
melt made localized inun-
dations a regular occur-
rence.

The next major flood oc-
curred in February 1878, 
when almost the entire city 
was once again covered with 
water. This event prompt-
ed citizens to call upon the 
government to create mean-
ingful, regional flood con-
trol.

Controlling the river
The first comprehensive 

flood control plan was intro-
duced in 1880.

The plan, which was de-
signed by California’s first 
state engineer William Ham-

mond Hall (1846-1934), 
was an integrated course of 
action for the entire Sacra-
mento Valley that includ-
ed a system of levees, weirs 
and bypass channels in an 
attempt to protect existing 
population centers.

With at least some control 
over the river, its power could 
be managed for the good of 
the citizenry.

In 1895, Sacramento staged 
its elaborate Grand Electric 
Carnival in celebration of 
the new Folsom Powerhouse, 
which carried electricity 22 
miles from Folsom to Sacra-
mento.

At the time, this event was 
considered an amazing dis-
tance for the transmission of 
electricity.

Folsom was also the site of 
another major American Riv-
er development.

Folsom Dam
In 1917, Congress had 

authorized the Sacramen-
to Flood Control System, 
and in 1944, authoriza-
tion was given by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
to construct a dam on the 
lower American River to 
provide an excess of 500-
year flood protection.

However, beginning in 
1951, five major storms 
brought record floods be-
fore a dam could be con-
structed. Finally, in 1956, 
the Folsom Dam was com-
pleted. 

It was estimated at that 
time that it would take a 
year to fill the reservoir 
behind the dam, but once 
again Mother Nature had 
other ideas.

American River floods created many challenges in capital city

Photo courtesy of the Lance Armstrong Collection 
This 1920s artist enhanced view of McKinley Park features the park’s pond, which is a remnant of the historic Burns Slough.

Public domain
This 1848, pre-Sacramento City map shows the early route of the American River between Sutter’s Fort and John Sinclair’s 
land grant.

See American River, page 7 

American River: Gold 
rush changes river course
Continued from page 6

A major storm rolled 
in and the reservoir was 
filled in one week.

Even though Sacramen-
to exists because of the 
American River, the river 
has continuously tried to 
destroy the city. 

But each time, the citi-
zens fought back, first with 
picks and shovels and final-
ly with a concrete barrier.

Now, only nature knows 
what the future holds for 
the American River and its 
communities.
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Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

real estate services

loving companionS medical supplies

senior placement

your ad Should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Your services are needed
call melissa todaY to place Your ad

(916) 429-9901

your ad Should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

recreational travel mobility

home health care

CUSTOMCARE
Home Health Services, Inc.

Qual i ty  24 hr.  sk i l led nurs ing care

“We pride ourselves in providing
1 to 1 nursing care. Our business 

is taking care of you!”

Audrey Acosta, RN, Case Manager
(916) 714-1155 Lic#100000543 (Home Health Agency)

Japanese  
    Food & 
       Cultural 
B a z a a r
Photos courtesy of California Rice Commission

Members of the community gathered on the week-
end of August 11 and 12 to enjoy wonderful food, Tai-
ko drum groups, dance performances, and demonstra-
tions to further acquaint the community with Japanese 
culture and heritage. Hundreds turned out for the 
66th Annual Japanese Food and Cultural Bazaar at 
The Buddhist Church of Sacramento, 2401 Riverside 
Boulevard. More than 750 church members volun-
teered to bring this event to the community. 

Special to the Land Park News

Runners  and walkers  are  gear ing  up for  the  14th 
Annual  R ace  for  the  Arts  in  shady  Wil l iam L and 
Park  on Saturday, Aug. 25 . Fol low ing  the  race, 
runners  w i l l  enjoy  an  arts  fest iva l  complete  w ith 
music, enterta inment , more  than 40 interac t ive 
booths  and food . People  w i l l  get  to  try  the i r  hands 
at  the  Instrumenta l  Discovery  Zone  where  they 
can  make  hats , get  the i r  faces  pa inted  and learn 
dance. Vis i t  www.raceforthearts . com for  more  in-
formation.

14th Annual 
Race for the Arts 

Photo by Tia Gemmell
Over 2,000 runners and walkers participated at last year’s Race for the Arts. 
Whether you are a serious runner (5k timed by D-tag) or running for fun, Race for 
the Arts is more than a run, its an experience.

Faces and places



10 The Land Park News  •  August 23, 2012   •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc. 11www.valcomnews.com  •  August 23, 2012   •  The Land Park NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

By Jim Coombs
Special to The Land Park News

Editor’s note: This is the fifth in a series of articles about 
McClatchy athletes and teams chosen for its new sports 
Hall of Fame. The 50 athletes/coaches and teams from 
1938 to 1962 will be inducted as part of the 75 year 
McClatchy celebration on Sept. 20 at the Riverside 
Elks Lodge. For information about the athletes and 
how to get tickets, go to restoretheroar.org.

At noon on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 27, 1947, 
24,000 frenzied football fans squeezed into Hughes 
Stadium to see the unbeaten McClatchy Lions and 
the Sacramento Dragons battle for the Sac-Joaquin 
League championship.

As a wide-eyed 8 year old, this was my first foot-
ball game and it would become a Thanksgiving tra-
dition for my family that would last until the 1970s, 
when the Turkey Day game ended.

Turkey Day 1947 would be the greatest sporting 
event in Sacramento history with more than half the 
city attending. After the school opened in 1937, the up-
start McClatchy Lions began to chip into Sacramento 
High School’s athletic dominance by the mid-1940s.

One-half of the city was “Lion Red” while the 
other half was “Dragon Purple.”

North of Broadway, you were a Dragon; south of Broad-
way in the suburbs of Sacramento, you were a Lion.

In 1939, McClatchy first beat Sacramento 13-6 
behind all-city running back Fred Wristen.* The 
only tie was in 1940, and Bob Geremia was the star 
of the 1942 game for the Lions.

Nineteen forty-three brought the Lions a close 
win 13-12 and the undefeated 1944 McClatchy* 
team slaughtered the Dragons 44-0 and 25-0. Mc-
Clatchy had won the last five years, two in 1944 and 
45 because there were no night games during World 
War II, and local teams played each other twice.

The 1947 team
In 1947, Sacramento was coached by George Relles 

and led by quarter-back Jack Higdon and running 
backs Henry Barsanti, Vic Frediani and Ed Day.

Burt Delevan and Peter Mering anchored the line. 
The closest game was against Grant where the team 
trailed 7-0 at half. The second half was led by Day, 
Frediani and Mering, and Sacramento ended up 
winning 19-7.

The Lions, coached by George Bican,* were led by 
the “high-stepping twins,” John Pappa* (14 touch-
downs) and Del Rasmussen* (nine touchdowns). 

Rasmussen had run for almost 700 yards and averaged 
13.4 yards per carry. Pappa had more than 400 yards and 
fullback Chuck Marino had almost 300 yards.

Tony Geremia* was an outstanding passer and 
kicked extra points. Ends Curtis Rowland* and 
John Matulich were his favorite receivers.

The McClatchy line was led by all-city tackle/line-
backer Leon King*, guards Sturmer White and Bill 
Burns*, all-city center Vern Sampson* and tackle 
Clarence “Tiger” Orr.

Grant Deary, Bob Farmer* and Bob Norris came 
in on a strong McClatchy defense that had four 
shut-outs during the year.

The Lions averaged 33 points per game on offense.

The winning streak
McClatchy started its winning ways on Oct. 4, 

with a 36-0 win over Christian Brothers with Gere-
mia throwing touchdowns to Pappa and Marino.

The following Friday in the rain at Hughes Stadiums, 
the Lions beat Woodland 26-0 with Rasmussen run-
ning for 121 yards and Pappa 77 yards. At Grant the 
following week, Geremia threw for more than 200 yards 
and the “twins” each scored once for a 45-13 victory.

Bican pulled out his bag of tricks and put Leon 
King at fullback for a touchdown and extra point. 

Meanwhile, Sacramento was rolling along beating 
CBS 27-0, Turlock 12-0, Stockton 12-0, Modesto 
25-7, Lodi 13-6, Woodland 21-13 and Grant 19-7.

Defense was the heart of the team, and everyone 
expected the Lions to give a tough match when they 
met the Dragons on Thanksgiving Day.

Leading up to the big game, McClatchy visited 
the Lodi Flames, and before 5,000 fans, Pappa (94 
yards and 3 touchdowns), and Rasmussen (68 yards 
and 2 touchdowns) ran wild for a 39-0 victory.

Rowland blocked a punt and Farmer intercepted 
a pass to preserve the shutout. The following week 
against Modesto, with Pappa having a bad heel and 
Rasmussen the flu, Marino was the workhorse with 
104 yards and two touchdowns.

Rasmussen still had 89 yards, Rowland a TD and 
Deary an interception at linebacker.

Nov. 27 was here at last.

Turkey Day game
The city was in a frenzy.
The local radio station KFBK had a huge pep ral-

ly on the air at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday with Tony 
Koester, the Sacramento Solons announcer, as the 
MC. On Thanksgiving morning, people began lin-
ing up for tickets four hours early at 8 a.m.

The headline of the Sacramento Bee on Friday, 
Nov. 28, read: “Lions roar to 35-14 victory over 
Dragons before record 24,000.” 

The article read: “A storming fireball C. K. McClatchy 
High School eleven collaborated with the greatest crowd 
in the annals of Sacramento sports yesterday to bust the 
record books wide open in the most dynamic and col-
orful Thanksgiving Day football game ever produced 
within the confines of Hughes Memorial Stadium.

While more than 24,000 gridiron enthusiasts 
crammed into every cranny of the arena for the first 
time in its history, overflowing into the aisles, hang-
ing precariously on the rims, and spilling out on to 
the track surrounding the playing turf, THE RAZ-
ZLE DAZZLE LIONS cannonaded their way to 
the Sac-Joaquin section championship with a glitter-
ing 35-14 conquest of the Sacramento Dragons.”**

The Lions struck early and often building up a 
21-0 halftime lead. Del Rasmussen* carried only 
nine times for 189 yards and two touchdowns.

The Sacramento Bee article continued: “The fair 
haired boy…was dashing Del Rasmussen, a swivel 
hipped, squirming, prancing ball packer of all-confer-
ence magnitude who broke the Dragons’ backs with two 
long touchdown scampers. Fronting the way for him 
and sidekick John Papa was a dominant offensive line 
led by the 220 pound Leon King…who was tremen-
dously effective at tackle and linebacker. Geremia had an 
outstanding game, with fourth and goal at the three, he 
crossed up Sacramento with an end-around to Curtis 
Rowland for a touchdown and a 21-0 halftime lead.”**

McClatchy scored twice more in the third quar-
ter with Marino scoring a touchdown in his fourth 
straight game against the Dragons.

Sacramento blocked a punt and scored to start the 
fourth quarter. Again in the fourth quarter, a missed 
handoff resulted in a fumble at the Dragon 22.

“Henry Barsanti caught the ball in mid air and 
set sail for the goal line. Pappa, however, picked 
himself up off the turf and, after spotting Bar-
santi 15 yards, amazingly overhauled him on the 
Lion nine. Fumbleistis set in on the second play, 
and Rasmussen recovered to thwart any hope of a 
Dragon rally.”**

When the game ended, it took Bican and Princi-
pal S. A. Pepper 20 minutes to break through the 
many well-wishers to celebrate the Lions’ first sec-
tion title in football. When they arrived at the lock-
er room, the team went crazy.

“The Lions coach waited for the cheering to sub-
side. Bican tried to speak but was choked up with 
emotion before he finally said, ‘My 45 boys all 
looked good.’ My boys all blocked in excellent fash-
ion and we were ready for this one.’”**

Great athletes
The 1948 graduating class had many outstanding 

athletes. Section championships were won in football 
and track, a tie with Sacramento for the baseball cham-
pionship, and the basketball team led by Rasmussen, 
Dick Balfour and Matulich won the northern section, 
but lost to Stockton for the Sac Joaquin title.

Roger Osenbaugh* and Jim Westlake would go 
on to play professional baseball with the Solons.

Balfour would win the section pole vault and Pap-
pa would win the section 100 and 220 for the third 
straight year.

Pappa would go on to UC Berkeley and score two 
touchdowns in the 1951 “Big Game” and play in 
two Rose Bowls. 

Rasmussen would become a star running back at 
Santa Clara, and King would be a starter at Stan-
ford and play in the 1952 Rose Bowl.

However, 65 years later, I think I remember Rasmus-
sen dashing for long gains, Pappa chasing Barsanti over 
60 yards to catch him on the nine, crushing hits by King 
and Sampson, and Geremia throwing darts to Row-
land, Rasmussen, Matulich, and Pappa for big gains.

Twenty-four thousand people in Hughes Stadium 
for one exciting, colorful, afternoon – I definitely re-
member that.

*Denotes Hall of Fame inductees
**Sacramento Bee quotes from sports writer Murray 
Olderman and Tom Kane

The 1947 turkey day game
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Janey Way Memories: 

Marty leaves Janey Way 

By MARTY RELLES
Land Park News columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

By the time I reached my 
19th birthday, the atmo-
sphere became a little cloudy 
in the Relles household. 

My Dad seemed a little on 
edge. I think he felt I was old 
enough to move out on my 
own.

I hadn’t given that possibil-
ity much consideration at the 
time, but I could feel Dad’s 
angst. The whole issue came 
to a head when I decided to 
get with the times and grow 
a goatee.

Wow, that rattled Dad’s 
cage. He insisted I shave it 
off. “No son of a Sacramen-
to police officer should sport 
facial hair.”

Of course, I refused to give 
in. This brought the whole 
matter to a head, and Dad 
and I agreed that I should 
find a place of my own.

Fortunately, my uncle Ross 
provided a solution to this 
dilemma. He had two flats 
above his florist shop in mid-
town. One had just become 
available. Thankfully, my 
cousin Bob agreed to share 
the flat with me, making the 
move affordable. 

Subsequently, we agreed to 
pay $50 each per month to 
rent the flat. Can you imagine 
that? $50 rent?

So, on the first day of the 
next month, we moved into my 
uncle’s second-floor flat. Our 
living arrangement was pretty 
humble.

The flat only had only one 
actual bedroom. So, Bob and 
I moved two twin beds into 
the single room. In addition 
to the bedroom, the flat fea-
tured one bathroom, a large 
living room and kitchen. 

Life was good.
My cousin and I adjusted 

quickly to our new living ar-
rangement. The good thing 
is that as close relatives, we 
knew each other well. 

Also, our day-to-day lives 
were very similar at this 
time. Both of us attended 
Sacramento City College 

See Janey Way, page 18
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w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

F o r  o v e r 
3 6  y e a r s

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

3028 9TH AvENUE
9th Ave has 4 beds, 2 baths, and ap-
proximately 1,482 square feet. The 
property has a lot size of 9,583 sqft 
and was built in 1911. $170,000
JAmES WALKER • 607-0519

2684 HARKNESS STREET • $296,000
ATCHAN vANPELT • 813-5919

2306 2ND AvENUE • $489,000  
JIm WALKER 607-0519

2021 22ND STREET
Striking, unique curb presence. 
Midtwn’s upscale Poverty Ridge, 
old city’s highest elevation. Room 
size entry & grand staircase. Wood 
molding, floors & paneling all have 
striking patina, giving the entryway, 
stairs. $499,000
JAmES WALKER • 607-0519

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

S O L D

2851 3RD AvENUE
Brick Tudor w/ master suite addition. 
Tastefully updated by owner/architect. 
Newly remodeled kitchen and bath. 
Newer roof & HVAC system. New 2 
car garage/workshop w/ custom doors 
& brick face to match house. Walk to 
Gunthers & Curtis Park. $410,000 

ATCHAN vAN PELT • 813-5919

1526 25TH STREET
Traditional Midtown duplex, hard-
wood floors, formal living dining 
rooms and living rooms with fire 
places - approx 1915. Roof new 
approx 2010. Both electrical panels 
replaced and most wiring replaced 
in recent years. $249,000
JAmES WALKER • 607-0519

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ loW iNTRoduCToRy CoST
★ START ANyTiMe
★ liVe ClASSeS

Call: Ed Daniels •451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ MoNTHly CASH FloW
★ TeNANT SCReeNiNG
★ MAiNTeNANCe

Call: brittany Naucke• 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

2 RIvERSHORE COURT,
BeAuTiFul four bedroom two 
bath well layed out home with 
2783 Sq. Ft. and Japanese garden! 
$469,000 
SUSIE K. PARKER • 421-3546

2246 22ND AvENUE
Built on an expansive .17sz lot, good 
size bkyd, plenty of room on either 
side of the house. Hardwood floors, 
liv rm frplc. $199,000
TREy bONETTI • 768-9360

18 ALSTAN COURT
South land Park 1800+ Sq. Ft. 
single story three bedroom two 
bath best buy, equity home! 
$1,175,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 421-3546

S O L DS O L D

S O L DS O L D *

PENDING
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September is 
Grandparents 
Month at 
Fairytale Town

  
Fairytale Town will high-

light the special bond between 
grandparents and grandchil-
dren with a new after-school 
program and a celebration for 
National Grandparents Day 
on Sunday, September 9.

During Grandparents 
Month at Fairytale Town, 
grandparents and school-age 
grandchildren who visit Fai-
rytale Town together after 
school will enjoy free admis-
sion. Activities, ranging from 
chalk art and dance jams to 
scavenger hunts and obstacle 
courses, will also be available. 
Free admission and activi-
ties are available after 2 p.m. 
on Mondays through Fridays, 
September 4 to 28.

Families are encouraged to 
bring grandma and grandpa 
for an enjoyable day of play in 
the park on Sunday, Septem-
ber 9, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
in celebration of the 33rd an-
nual National Grandparents 
Day. Grandparents receive 
free admission when accom-
panied with a child ages 12 
and under.

“Grandparents Month is a 
great opportunity for grand-
children and grandparents to 
establish deeper bonds with 
each other through quality 
play time and create experi-
ences that each will remem-
ber for the rest of their lives,” 
said Kathy Fleming, executive 
director at Fairytale Town.

 
For more information, visit 
www.fairytaletown.org or call 
(916) 808-7462.
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Pioneer House, 415 P Street Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 442-4906 www.PioneerHouseRetirement.org 

RCFE# 340300522 

• Enjoy meals in our restaurant style dining room 

• Social and recreational activities that will keep you active 

• Complimentary scheduled transportation 

• A secure setting and Emergency Call Systems 

Retirement Living · Assisted Living · Skilled Nursing 

916-442-4906 or e-mail us at pioneerhouse@rhf.org   

By CORRIE PELC
Land Park News writer
corrie@valcomnews.com 

Two years ago during 
her sophomore year at 
McClatchy High School, 
Allison Yamamoto decid-
ed she wanted to do some-
thing to help the commu-
nity. 

This fall she will be start-
ing her senior year at Mc-
Clatchy and her third year 
managing and tutoring for 
the Teen Volunteer Tutor-
ing Program at Robbie Wa-
ters Pocket Greenhaven Li-
brary.

“I didn’t think I would be 
able to start up such a pro-
gram that would impact 
the community for positive 
change,” Yamamoto said. 
“It’s preparing me for may-
be taking a bigger step in the 
future to help out more peo-
ple.”

The idea
Yamamoto said the idea 

for the program came from 
the Teen Advisory Board 
(TAB) at the library when 
they were brainstorming 
community service proj-
ects. 

She helps library staff – 
Tracey Joe, youth servic-
es librarian and Katherine 
McMillan, library servic-
es assistant and volunteer 
coordinator – oversee the 
program by matching up 
students with a volunteer 
teen tutor, and she helps 
recruit and train the tu-
tors. 

“We are so fortunate to 
have (Allison) and we’re just 
really glad that she was able 
to get this up and running,” 
Joe said. “Ninety-nine per-
cent of the success of the 
program has been Allison, 
so we’re just thrilled to have 
her.” 

McMillan said the tutor-
ing program is a natural fit 
for the library due to its two 
large study rooms and loca-
tion next to the School of 
Engineering & Sciences. In-
put from families let them 
know parents were seek-
ing opportunities to con-
nect their youngsters with 
tutors. 

“It’s a perfect blend of ac-
tivities that the library al-
ways hopes to provide on 

behalf of its patrons and 
the larger community,” she 
said.

Additionally, McMillan 
said the tutoring program 
helps students with not only 
their studies, but to build 
self-confidence and self-es-
teem. 

“Working one-on-one 
with our teen tutors pro-
vides them with an oppor-
tunity to get direct and per-
sonalized feedback (and) 
focus clearly on the aca-
demic items that they and 
their parents want the fo-
cus to be on,” she said. “It’s 
that personalized attention, 
that individual caring very 
much about the youngster, 
that first and foremost real-
ly enables the kids to shine 
and to do well in their stud-
ies.” 

The program
Last year, Yamamoto said 

the Teen Volunteer Tutor-
ing Program helped about 
50 students in grades first 
through sixth thanks to 
about 40 teen volunteers. 
The majority of the stu-
dents come from the Pock-
et-Greenhaven area, with 
a few coming from Mead-
owview, Land Park and 
even as far away as Elk 
Grove. 

Because of this and the 
success of the program, 
Yamamoto said they are 
looking into possibly ex-
panding the program to 
other Sacramento Pub-
lic Library branches, such 
as the Arden-Dimick Li-
brary.

“We’re looking for anyone 
who’s interested in starting 
this up at their local library 
– contact us if (you’re) in-
terested,” she said. 

Parents can sign their 
young student up to be 
tutored through the pro-
gram’s website, http://tiny.
cc/pockettutors. 

Rather than focusing 
on a specific skill such as 
reading or math, parents 
and students can speci-
fy what subject they want 
to be tutored in, and then 
Yamamoto and library staff 
work to pair that student 
up with an appropriate tu-
tor. 

For example, for the 
past two years Yamamo-

to has been tutoring Kris-
tin Madruga, a Pocket res-
ident who attends Sutter 
Middle School.

Yamamoto said she tu-
tored Madruga as both a 
sixth and seventh grad-
er, and last year they fo-
cused on Algebra I. Addi-
tionally, Yamamoto tutored 
a fourth grader in reading 
for a year. 

Yamamoto says the expe-
rience was inspiring for her 
as she saw her students im-
prove through the tutoring 
program, and it helped her 
gain confidence as a tutor. 

“For me personally, study-
ing can be a pain so I came 
up with these little nif-
ty tricks and I taught them 
those,” she said. “It really 
helped them stay on track 
for what they wanted to 
do.”

The tutors
As for the other teen tu-

tors in the program, Yama-
moto says they come from a 
variety of local high schools – 
McClatchy, John F. Kennedy 
High School, West Campus 
High School and Mira Loma 
High School. 

McMillan said the pro-
gram draws teens that 
are highly motivated and 
want to participate in an 
activity at the communi-
ty level. 

“ The (teens) that are 
drawn to tutoring really 
want to give to the commu-
nity and assist youngsters 
in their academic pursuits,” 
she said. “ The youth that 
are the tutors are individ-
uals that understand the 
importance of academic 

success, they already have 
good study skills, they’ve 
demonstrated an ability to 
be successful in an academ-
ic setting … so I think the 
program is a great fit for 
them.” 

Joe said the tutoring 
program helps give the 
teens a meaningful way 
to volunteer at the li-
brary and most of  them 
return as tutors each year. 
She said although they 
give the teens some basic 
training to prepare them 
for tutoring, most of  them 
come with prior tutoring 
experience. 

And when it comes to 
how they tutor, Joe said 

they are given some guid-
ance, but are also allowed 
to experiment on their 
own. 

“We encourage them to 
share ideas with each oth-
er in terms of what works 
and what doesn’t work,” she 
said. “It’s been really fun 
to see what they come up 
with.”

Yamamoto said they are 
actively recruiting teen 
tutors for this year ’s pro-
gram, which will start in 
late September to early 
October. 

Teens interested in be-
coming a volunteer tutor can 
contact Allison Yamamoto 
at allieyam@aol.com.

Photo courtesy Allison Yamamoto
Allison Yamamoto (right) tutors Kristin Madruga (left) through the Teen Volunteer Tutoring Program.

McClatchy student’s tutoring program gives kids the help they need
and worked in the florist 
shop down below the flat.

I attended school in the 
morning and delivered flow-
ers in the afternoon. Bob 
made up arrangements in 
the mornings, then went to 
his classes in the afternoon. 
The arrangement worked 
out well.

Neither of us cooked at 
the time, but we learned 
quickly. 

I constantly bothered my 
mom for new recipes. In 
quick order, I learned how 
to cook things like spaghet-
ti, Spanish rice and Swiss 
steak.

Bob did the same with his 
mother. To this day, I still 
cook these dishes along with 
many others.

We soon blended into the 
fabric of the midtown area. 
I still recall sitting on the 
balcony in front of our flat 
in the evening watching the 
cars scurry out of town dur-
ing rush hour.

As our commute involved 
walking up the stairs to our 
flat, the hubbub of rush 
hour seemed pretty funny 
to us.

On weekends, we invit-
ed our friends over for par-
ties. We befriended a slight-
ly older man who lived near 
us. He bought beer for us, if 
we asked.

This made our flat a pop-
ular venue.

We turned the volume of 
our stereo up as high as we 
could stand it and played 
the Beatles, the Stones and 
the Beach Boys.

Sometimes, our musical-
ly-inclined friends came by 
and played live music. This 
usually brought the police 
to the apartment, advising 
us to turn the volume down, 
which we did, but only 
briefly.

I have fond memories of 
living over uncle Ross’s flo-
rist shop. I lived there for 
four pretty care-free years.

However, in 1969, I re-
ceived my draft notice, and 
those care-free times ended 
abruptly.

I will tell you more about 
that in a later episode. Now, 
my time of living on my 
own, above my uncle’s shop, 
is just another laid back 
Janey Way memory.

Janey Way
Continued from page 13
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Land Park News writer
Lance@valcomnews.com

While sitting inside his 
Sacramento home last week, 
Gene Cronin was all smiles as 
he leaned back in a chair and 
spoke about one of his favor-
ite topics – football.

After all, it was this sport 
that allowed him to experi-
ence some of his greatest joys 
in life.

Unlike many youth who 
dream about playing in the 
National Football League, 
Gene excelled as a pass 
rusher in football to such a 
level that he eventually be-
came an NFL player and 
remained in the league for 
eight seasons.

Gene, who is well known 
in the Pocket and Land 
Park, is in a unique class 
when it comes to the histo-
ry of a certain NFL football 
franchise.

A famous victory
On Dec. 29, 1957, the De-

troit Lions won the NFL 
championship with a 59-14 
victory over the Cleveland 

Browns before a crowd of 
55,263 people at Briggs Sta-
dium in Detroit.

“They haven’t won a cham-
pionship since,” said Gene, 
who was one of only 35 play-
ers on that championship 
team. 

After five seasons playing as 
the Portsmouth Spartans, the 
team, which joined the NFL 
in 1930, moved from Ports-
mouth, Ohio to Detroit in 
1934 and became the Detroit 
Lions.

Twenty-four seasons later, 
the Lions had won four NFL 
championships, including the 
1957 championship.

During his recent interview 
with this publication, Gene 
briefly left the room and then 
returned to present one of 
his most prized possessions 
– his 1957 NFL champion-
ship ring.

At the time that Gene and 
his teammates received their 
large, shiny, gold champion-
ship rings, they had no idea 
exactly how precious that 
championship would eventu-
ally become to the city of De-
troit and the many people as-
sociated with the team, from 

its ownership and players to 
its many fans.

The Lions’ NFL champion-
ship drought has since sur-
passed the half-century mark.

So long ago was the Detroit 
Lions’ last championship that 
it predates the establishment 
of the Super Bowl. 

Not the worst record
Fortunately for the Lions 

and their fans, this champi-
onship futility does not rank 
last.

No other NFL franchise 
has had more years pass be-
tween NFL championship 
victories than the Arizona 
Cardinals. 

While playing in Chicago 
as the Chicago Cardinals (to-
day’s Arizona Cardinals), the 
team won its last NFL cham-
pionship in 1947.

Growing up
In telling about his back-

ground leading up to his years 
as an NFL player, Gene said 
that he was born in Spalding, 
Nebraska on Nov. 20, 1933, 
but moved to California with 
his family when he was 6 
years old.

Gene added that his fami-
ly’s history in Nebraska began 
with his grandfather, Tim-
othy Cronin, an immigrant 
from Ireland.

“When they had the land 
grants, Tim and (his wife) 
Kate came to Nebraska 
and got 600 acres,” Gene 
said. “ Timothy Cronin, my 
grandfather, was a doer and 
he gave 200 acres to each 
of his sons. He had three 
sons and two daughters. 
(The sons, one of whom 
was Gene’s father, Earl) 
were good farmers, but the 
Depression came and all of 
them lost their farms.”

After losing their farm, the 
Earl Cronin family moved to 
Ione, Calif., where Gene at-
tended public schools through 
his freshman year at Ione 
High School.

The Cronins then moved to 
a home just east of the Pock-
et area and Gene enrolled at 
McClatchy High School.

Moving from Ione to the 
capital city was quite a con-
trast for Gene.

The capital city
As a boy with a great in-

terest in football, he was sur-
prised to see so many kids 
trying out for McClatchy’s 
football teams.

“Football practice had start-
ed (at McClatchy), but school 
hadn’t started yet, so about the 
second and third day of prac-
tice I stood there and watched 
football practice,” Gene said. 
“They had the varsity, junior 
varsity, B Team, C Team. I 
never saw so many people in 
my life playing football. I had 
just come from a school with 
a total enrollment of about 
50 and there were about 100 
and something (boys) out for 
football (at McClatchy).”

Although Gene noted that 
he was a “pretty good ath-
lete” at that time, since he 
only weighed 155 pounds, he 
wasn’t sure he could make the 
team.

Nonetheless, Gene ap-
proached Coach George Bi-
can after a practice and told 
him that he would like to try 
out for football.

Soon after approaching Bi-
can, Gene was loaned a leath-
er helmet and what Gene re-
ferred to as the “last of the 
last” pieces of equipment.

During his senior year at 
McClatchy, Gene also played 
as a guard on the school’s var-
sity basketball team.

Although Gene played fair-
ly well on the basketball court, 

Cronin: Cronin played against NFL greats such as Jim Brown, Johnny Unitas, Bart Starr
Continued from page 20

his greatest achievements un-
doubtedly came as a football 
player.

College ball
Gene, who graduated from 

McClatchy in 1952, attend-
ed the College of the Pacif-
ic (today’s University of the 
Pacific) on a football schol-
arship.

“The first college football 
game I ever saw, I was play-
ing in it,” Gene said. “When 
I went down to Pacific, we 
played Stanford at Stanford 
and beat them. I still remem-
ber when I was out in Stan-
ford Stadium looking around 
at the big, old stadium. And 
Stanford had a good football 
team.”

While Gene was play-
ing for COP, the team also 
beat such teams as Oregon 
State College (today’s Ore-
gon State University), Wash-
ington State College (now 
Washington State Univer-
sity), Texas Technical Col-
lege (today’s Texas Tech 
University) and the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati, which was 
coached by the legendary Sid 
Gilman (1911-2003), who is 
the only coach to have been 
inducted into both the Col-
lege Football Hall of Fame 
and the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame.

Although Gene eventual-
ly became one of eight play-
ers from his Pacific team to 
reach the NFL, he said that 
he never believed that he 
would ever be selected to 
play professional football.

“In my senior year in col-
lege, all the (NFL) teams – 
(the then-Los Angeles/now 
St. Louis) Rams, New York 
Giants, (Chicago) Bears, ev-
erybody – would send you 
questionnaires to fill out,” 
Gene recalled. “I never filled 
one out. I just threw them 
away. I only weighed 197 
pounds in my senior year in 
college and I knew I wasn’t 

big enough to play in the 
NFL.”

A football all-star
Fortunately, for his future 

in football, Gene was select-
ed to play in the East-West 
Shrine Game.

Gene played very well in 
this all-star game and drew 
the attention of a Detroit 
Lions scout, who was sitting 
in the stands. As a result, 
Gene was drafted by the Li-
ons in 1956.

“I don’t know if I could 
have made any other (NFL) 
team, but I could do some-
thing that Detroit needed,” 
Gene said. “I could rush the 
passer.”

And while playing in the 
NFL, Gene chased some of 
the game’s most all-time no-
table quarterbacks, includ-
ing Johnny Unitas, Bart 
Starr, Y.A. Tittle, John Bro-
die and Norm Van Brock-
lin.

Playing in the NFL
Gene, who entered the 

NFL at 6 feet, 2 inches tall 
and 218 pounds and lat-
er increased his playing 
weight to 240, also com-
peted against the Cleve-
land Brown’s Jim Brown, 
whom he described as “the 

best running back who ever 
played in the NFL.”

In 1960, Gene became one 
of the first players on the Dal-
las Cowboys inaugural year 
roster.

And a year later, he joined 
the Washington Redskins, 
which proved to be his final 
team as a player, as his play-
ing career ended due to inju-
ry in 1963.

Gene rejoined the NFL in 
1965, when he became the 
first person hired by the then-
new Atlanta Falcons.

Initially, Gene served as the 
director of player personnel. 
He then worked his way up to 
assistant general manager be-
fore resigning from the team 
in November 1968.

Gene, who has a wife 
named Angie, one son and 
one daughter and is a long-
time Elks Lodge No. 6 mem-
ber, said that he is forever 
grateful for the opportunities 
he had in football.

“My football days at Mc-
Clatchy, College of the Pa-
cific and the NFL, I loved 
every minute of it,” Gene 
said. “I’m grateful for my 
time in football and the as-
sociations I’ve made with 
people through (this sport). 
I’ve been a lucky Irishman 
all my life.”

Former NFL champion 
reminisces about his 
playing days
Successful professional career linked to experience at McClatchy High

Photo by Lance Armstrong
Sacramento resident Gene Cronin shows off a photograph from his days as a 
football player for the Detroit Lions.

Photo courtesy of Gene Cronin 
The Detroit Lions won their last NFL championship in 1957. Gene Cronin, wearing jersey #68, was one of the starters on that year’s team.

Gene Cronin, 
shown in his 
Detroit Lions 
uniform, was 
drafted by the 
Lions in 1956.

Photo courtesy of Gene Cronin

See Cronin, page 21
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

RootER SERVICE

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com
CALL 456-7777

tILE WoRK

tREE SERVICE

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

RooFING

haRdWood FLooRING

specializing in installing, sanding, 
and finishing hardwood flooring 

or repair and refurbish your current floors.

Call michael – (916) 383-8742
lic # 544159/References Available

Hardwood Flooring

Land Park News
home Improvement Guide

call Melissa at 429-9901 
to advertise your service 

PLUMBING

PaINtING

tREE SERVICE

LaWN CaRE

PaINtING

FREEdoM
haNdyMaN SERVICES

haNdyMaN

no Job Too smAll!

Call eric (916) 470-3488

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement!

Carpentry – electrical
sprinklers – Plumbing

Drains & mainline
Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

your ad here

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad here

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad here

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

ADDITION SPECIALIST

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

Sunshine Electrical

Security Lighting
Upgrades/Remodels/Repairs

Spa Electrical
FREE Estimates/Small jobs OK

 (916)752-5308
Ca License # 633853 (Liability Insured)

ELECTRICAL

Residential Specialist

CLEANING

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

GLAZIER/GLASS WORK

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be 
here.

Ad design is free.

(916) 429-9901

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 15 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

 Summer Clean-up Specials! 

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

FENCING

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Call Eric (916) 470-3488

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement! 

Carpentry – Electrical
 Sprinklers – Plumbing  

Drains & Mainline
Quality work the fi rst time, Guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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CRAFTERS NEEDED
St. Josephs Catholic Church in 

Clarksburg is holding its Annual 
“Craft Faire,” “Chili Cookoff,” 

& “White Elephant Sale” on 
Sat. & Sun, October 6 & 7.

We are looking for Homemade 
Arts & Crafts. If are interested in 
participating, call Joan Kleist @ 

(916) 392-9946 or for more info & 
display table reservations. 

Seating is limited to 30 attendees per seminar

Presenter: Josh Tuttle
General Manager
East Lawn Mortuary &
Sierra Hills Memorial Park
Funeral Director Lic#3435

30-minute presentation 
followed by a question 
and answer period.

FREE LUNCHEON SEMINAR
“The Privilege of Planning”

St. Francis Community Hall
6700 Verner Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95841

(1-80 @ Greenback)
Reservations Required RSVP to Lisa West @ (916) 732-2020

Wednesday, August 29 – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Tuesday, September 18 – 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

All Saints Episcopal Church
2076 Sutterville Road, Sacramento

the first concert of 2012-2013 season, presents

Good Vibes: A Musical Mystery Tour
featuring YOU, the audience, in an 

INTERACTIVE recital with:
Nancy Metzger, Harpsichordist
Beverly Wesner-Hoehn, Harpist

Scott Nelson, Organist
Reception follows

4 p.m., Sunday 
September 16, 2012
$10 donation suggested 
Overflow pkg @ City College 

handyman
Summer clean-up SpecialS!
pressure Washing– Concrete removal 
(Patio, driveways, borders, etc.) rain gutter 
cleaning, power spray, hauling, yard work,  
painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-up, 
fence repairs, light tree trimming, & more. 
Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247.  Specials for 
seniors. licensed.

handyman SerViceS
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! lic# 908942. call Steven 
at 230-2114.

hardWood floorS
refiniSh or inStall
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring or 
refurbish your existing hardwood floors. Call 
Mike at  (916) 383-8742. Lic#544159 Ref 
available

computerS
Got computer proBlemS?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits in 
the Pocket area. $45/hr. Outside the Pocket area,  
travel charge will apply. Problem not fixed? No pay! 
Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 296-7161

GardeninG
GardeninG
fuji Gardening Service–Monthly service-basic or 
complete care. 1 time clean up. Sprinkler repair. 
Medium Tree service or bonsai shaping. Please 
call Kousei (916) 921-5992 or leave message. 20 
years experience. 

#1 BOOKKEEPER
29 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. www.
taxirene.info

BookkeepinG

tax preparer

#1 tax preparer
29 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business 
Tax returns including Corp & Partnerships. 
We prepare expertly all past tax returns
including all State returns. Get the most 
deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. 
today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada 
(775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. www.
taxirene.info

Advertise in 
California Kids! 

For more information, 
call Jen at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.
A monthly publicationfull of activities, mazes, 

word search, party ideas, travel, and a lot  more! 

help Wanted
cuStodial help
Custodial help for a small State Preschool, 5 days a 
week - Mon. through Fri. 5 to 7 p.m. Person should 
be self insured or an Independent Contractor. Sal-
ary $500 per month; Aug 27, 2012 -June 30, 2013. 
Contact or leave a message for Shyrlee Freeman 
(916) 427-5804.

perfec t Gift!
pet portraitS
Realistic paintings of beloved pets. Perfect gift for ani-
mal-lovers!Reasonable prices. Submit photograph–turn 
around 7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.
com or call 447-4441.

Call (916) 429-9901
for ad rates for 
Classified and 

Home Improvement

Owner Dan Sovereign is a third generation painter with over 30 years of complete painting and waterproofing experience. He 
specializes in custom house painting and protecting his customers’ investments.

When it comes to HYPERLINK “http://sovereignpaintingco.com/index.html” Sacramento painting contractors, Sovereign Painting 
puts a premium on providing consistent quality and true customer service. We offer a range of professional residential and 
commercial painting products and services for our valued clients. Our extensive experience, consistent quality, unmatched customer 
service and local focus make us a local leader. Simply put, we treat our customers like family.

If you’re looking for a timely and reliable residential and commercial painting service who really cares and takes pride in their work, 
that’s precisely what you’ll get.  We offer: Reliable: Year-round schedules, EPA Lead-Safe Firm - Certification #NAT-113264-1, 
Specialized: We take on what is important to you, Locally Owned: ...and proud of it!

See our photo gallery, satisfied-customer testimonals, and a complete list of our services on our website at SovereignPaintingCo.com 
Contact us today for a no-obligation consultation. 

Will Buy VintaGe furniture
VintaGe furniture
Old stuff lying around that you don’t need? We’ll buy 
it! Wish to buy 1950’s and 60’s furniture, Atomic, 
Retro, Mid-Century Modern, Danish modern, 
Scandinavian, or vintage office/industrial. Email 
photos to blockhousesacramento@gmail.com or 
call 916-594-7971

adVertiSe  your rentalS

Call 429-9901

Photos by Andie Calogne

William Land Park went bananas last weekend at the third 
annual Banana Festival which featured more than 20 different 
items made from bananas, a 3K Bananarama Run, a Banana 
Bread Path. The festival acted as a catalyst that supported lo-
cal non-profits. Non-profit organizations served samples of 
their special banana bread recipes to visitors who got to stroll 
down a tropical path full of delicious banana breads.  The fes-
tival celebrated food, art, culture, music, diversity, health and 
wellness and going green with composting. The festival also 
hosted a variety of local non-profits that provided abundance 
of resources on health education, health screenings and, of 
course, the benefit of the banana. 

William Land Park 
goes bananas

For more Calendar entries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

August

‘The Fox on the Fairway’
Aug. 24–Sept. 23:  Screwball  com-
edy about love, l ife and man’s eter-
nal love affair with…golf. $19-$21. 
Chautauqua Playhouse, 5325 En-
gle Rd., Carmichael (916) 489-7529 
www.cplayhouse.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Aug. 24, 31: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-
8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free Dental Clinic
Aug. 24–25: The Calif Dental Assoc. Foun-
dation will offer a free dental clinic at Cal Expo, 
1600 Exposition Blvd., beginning 5:30 a.m. Vol-
unteers are needed. Services are free of charge 
and include cleanings, fillings and extractions. 
Open to all who do not have dental insurance. 
First-come, first-serve basis. More info at http://
cdafoundation.org/Give/Volunteer/CDACares-
FreeDentalClinics.aspx or call 1-888-959-1331.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Gem and jewel show
Aug. 24–25: Rings, pearls, pendants, bracelets, 
vintage and more. American Cancer Society. Fri-
day: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
2744 Marconi Ave. Sacramento. (916) 484-0227.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Race for the Arts 5K
Aug. 25: The Sacramento Children’s Chorus 
presents Race for the Arts 5K walk/run at 8:30 
a.m. in William Land Park. Registration opens 

at 7 a.m. Live music, interactive booths, post 
race refreshments. www.raceforthearts.com 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Beach Bash
Aug. 25: Come, all who are thirsty, come to the 
waters (Isaiah 55:1). Water slides, games, Slip-
n-Slides, crafts, kiddy pools, food, activities, 
door prizes. Free community event. 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Riverside Wesleyan Church, 6449 Riv-
erside Blvd. (916) 391-9845 www.rwcsac.org. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 15 open house
Aug. 25: Come visit Fire Station 15 at 1591 
Newborough Dr., Sac. Free. 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
Presentations  at 3 p.m. (916) 808-1347
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mend-A-Thon
Aug. 25: The Capitol Ballet Company Cos-
tume Committee presents a Mend-A-Thon  
fundraiser from 2:30 – 4:30 p.m. Bring 
your clothes that need mending, as volun-
teers will repair them on a donation basis 
while you wait. Volunteers will repair items 
such as loose buttons, small tears and simple 
hems. Bring buttons if you have them. The 
event will take place at the Arcade Library 
Community Room,  2443 Marconi Ave.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Continued on page 26
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For more Calendar entries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

ESKATON MONROE LODGE
Independent Living with Services
3225 Freeport Blvd. |  Sacramento

916-441-1015
www.eskaton.org

Eskaton Monroe Lodge offers 
independent living in a tranquil, 
country-like retreat with all the city 
advantages.

Services include regular maintenance, 
housekeeping, bed linen services 
and complimentary scheduled 
transportation.

Call today for a tour!Welcome Home

Continued from page 25

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Aug. 29: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors wel-
come. 7:30 a.m., every Wednesday. Avia-
tors Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd. (916) 
684-6854. 

September

Land Park Volunteer Corps
Sept. 1: Got work gloves and a “let’s get 
down to business” attitude? Then the Land 
Park Volunteer Corps is for you! Come join 
members of the community as we maintain, 
improve and beautify lovely William Land 
Park. First Saturday of every month, March 
– November Free. 8 a.m. meet behind Fai-
rytale Town, 8:25 a.m.–11 a.m., work on 
projects as assigned. Light breakfast, lunch 
provided by local businesses. (916) 718-
3030 ckpinsacto@aol.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pancake Breakfast
Sept. 1: Two light, delicious, warm pan-
cakes, a tasty patty of sausage, Log Cab-
in syrup, tea and coffee, all for only $3/per-

son! 8:30 a.m.–10 a.m. Every First Saturday 
of the month. Benefits the Wednesday Club. 
Mission Oaks Community Center, 4701 
Gibbons Dr., Carmichael
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

POWERtalk International
Sept. 1, 4: Want to improve your pub-
lic speaking and presentation skills? 
POWERtalk International, a nonprofit 
public speaking organization, provides 
coaching in leadership skills, sales pre-
sentation, interviewing, confidence 
building and more. Meets First Tues-
days of the month 10 a.m.–1 p.m. and 
First Saturdays of the month noon–3 
p.m. Aviators Restaurant, 6151 Free-
port Blvd., Sac. Liz Richardson (916) 
208-9163, erichardson1202@yahoo.
com www.powertalkinternational.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free day of yoga 
Sept. 3: Sacramento yoga teachers are 
hosting Sacramento Free Day of Yoga on 
Labor Day. Free yoga classes will be of-
fered at various yoga studios and other lo-
cations throughout Sacramento. Anyone 
who is curious about yoga or wants to stu-
dio-hop to different styles or teachers can 
do so for free. For a schedule of free classes 
visit www.SacramentoFreeDayofYoga.com 
or call (916) 501-4692.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Sept. 5: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors wel-
come. 7:30 a.m., every Wednesday. Avia-
tors Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd. (916) 
684-6854. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28: Free 12-step program/
support group, for people who have Bi-Polar 
and those who love them. Meets every Fri-
day, 7-8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 
106. (916) 889-5786.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Volunteer in the garden
Sept. 8: Jensen Garden, located at 8520 Fair 
Oaks Blvd. in Carmichael, is holding a volun-

teer garden work day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Bring work gloves, hand pruners, lunch and a 
drink and join with other volunteers to keep 
the garden beautiful all year. All skill levels 
are needed. Tracy Kerth (916) 485-5322 ext. 
23 or email tracy@carmichaelpark.com.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 19 open house
Sept. 8: Come visit Fire Station 19 at 1700 
Challenge Way, Sac. Free. 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
Presentations at 3 p.m. (916) 808-1347
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Volkssport walking
Sept. 8: Come join the Sacramento Walk-
ing Sticks Volkssport Club! Monthly meetings 
held every second Thursday at 7 p.m. SMUD 
Headquarters Bldg., Conference Center, 6201 
S St., Sac. Those who wish to walk before the 
meeting, meet at Starbucks, 1420 65th St., 
Sac. At 5 p.m. to walk a 3-mile walk to CSUS 
campus & back. Barbara Nuss (916) 283-
4650 or (916) 691-7618 or nussb@surewest.
net. Also www.SacramentoWalkingSticks.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Asian Community Center Fundraiser
Sept. 8: This year’s event celebrates the 25th 
anniversary of the ACC Nursing Home and 
honors donor support throughout the first 
25 years. It features a buffet of Asian foods, 
a silent auction and entertainment. Held 
at Elk’s Lodge #6, 6446 Riverside Blvd., 6 
to 9 p.m., cost is $60 each in advance; $75 
at the door. For more information or to re-
serve tickets, contact Terisa Lee at (916) 
394-6399, ext. 141 or tlee@accsv.org. You 
may also mail your check to, or visit the 
ACC Administration office located at 7311 
Greenhaven Dr., Suite 187.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Literacy Little League
Sept. 11: Come join the 17th year of a suc-
cessful tutoring program that lets you get 
to know a third grade student in need of 
help with reading comprehension. 2:30 
p.m., St. Marks United Methodist Church, 
2391 St. Marks Way, upstairs in the Fire-
side Room. Tutoring will start in late Sep-
tember. Contact Dorothy Marshall, (916) 
488-2578; dorothym@csus.edu.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Sept. 12: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors wel-
come. 7:30 a.m., every Wednesday. Avia-
tors Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd. (916) 
684-6854. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Continued on page 27

Continued from page 26

Crochet Guild
Sept. 12: Crocheters of all levels of ability 
and all ages are invited to join the Sacramen-
to Crochet Guild. Learn new crochet tech-
niques, exhibit at State Fair, do charity work. 
Mentoring program. Show and tell. Mini 
classes. Library and newsletter available. Club 
member of the Crochet Guild of America. 
Meets the second Wednesday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. Seniors: $6/yr. Enter from park-
ing lot. Church of the Cross, 45th & H sts., 
Sac. Karolyn (916) 457-4044
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Referrals Plus
Sept. 12: Referrals Plus, a women’s net-
working group, helps women in business 
with connections, resources, promotions 
and ideas. We meet the second Wednesday 
of every month. 12:15 p.m. for meeting/lun-
cheon in Greenhaven area. RSVP required. 
www.referralsplus.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Volunteer recruitment
Sept. 13: Enjoy rewarding community ser-
vice as a volunteer with the Los Ninos Ser-
vice League. Members work in the dining 
room, kitchen or garden at the Casa Gar-
den Restaurant in Curtis Park. Recruitment 
begins at 9:30 a.m., at 2760 Sutterville Rd. 
RSVP at (916) 452-2809.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael Geranium Society
Sept. 14: Come to the monthly meeting of 
the Carmichael Geranium Society. Guests 
welcome. Meets every Second Friday of the 
month, 10 a.m.–noon. No meeting in Au-
gust. Carmichael Park Community Club-
house, 5750 Grant Ave., Carmichael. Jean 
(916) 481-2076
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 57 open house
Sept. 15: Come visit Fire Station 57 at 7927 
East Parkway, Sac. Free. 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. Pre-
sentations at 3 p.m. (916) 808-1347
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community concert
Sept. 16: The Sacramento Communi-
ty Concert Association (SCCA) is kick-
ing off its 59th season with Boston Brass, 
known for burning jazz standards, excit-
ing classical arrangements and works from 
the band’s original repertoire. 3 p.m., Crest 
Theater, 1013 K St., Sacramento. Doors 
open one hour before curtain time. Open 
seating only. Subscriptions are $90 adults, 
$45 students, $80 groups of 12 or more. 
Single shows are $25. For tickets, visit 
www.sacramentocommunityconcerts.com 
or call (916) 974-1357.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Children’s Choir at Northminster
Sept. 16: The Asante Children’s Choir, a 
25-voice group from Burundi and Rwanda, 
is touring the US, and will sing at North-
minster Presbyterian Church’s service, 3235 
Pope Avenue, Sacramento, and give a con-
cert after worship. They sing, dance, have in-
credible costumes, and are inspirational. For 
more information, call (916) 487-5192 or 
visit northminsteronline.org.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Got News?
E-mail us, editor@valcomnews.com
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for current home listings, please visit:

DunniganRealtoRs.com

916.484.2030  |  916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

LAND PARK TUDOR
This wonderful home is just waiting for you! 3 or 4 bedrooms 2 
baths The pretty fireplace, spacious breakfast nook and sunny 
master suite are just a few of the outstanding features you 
will enjoy. The yard is an entertainer’s delight with wonderful 
canvas covered patio and lush landscaping. $465,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

DEL RIO ROAD HOME
Move in ready!!! Very open floor plan, a great room concept 
plus a family room.  Beautiful cherry hardwood floors, plenty 
of storage space, 3 or 4 bedrooms 2 baths, ranch style home 
with 2 fireplaces, updated and remodeled kitchen and baths. 
Newer copper plumbing and electrical box $499,000

LISA HAVARD 698-3323

LAKE GREENHAVEN
Spectacular water front property with sandy beach; single 
story 4 bedroom 3 bath home with beautiful views from the 
master bedroom.  Spacious great room and backyard, and 
paddle boat on 65 acres of Lake! Picnic at the private 1 acre 
park. $479,900

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

CLASSIC HOLLYWOOD PARK
A wonderful 3 bedroom 2 bath home on a secluded heart-of-Hol-
lywood-Park street! Beautifully maintained with many upgrades 
including a great, spacious family room that is adjoining the 
open kitchen. Just steps from highly desireable Leonardo 
DeVinci School. A must see! $289,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

COLLEGE TRACT IN LAND PARK
3 bedrooms 2 baths in the heart of Land Park. Unique tri-level 
home with spacious living room leading to formal dining room. 
Beautiful new bathrooms and windows approximately 1-year 
old. Remote ground-floor bedroom with private entrance. New 
lighting throughout. $637,500

JAMIE RICH 612-4000

SPACIOUS HOLLYWOOD PARK
Great opportunity to own a spacious comfortable home in 
Hollywood Park! Three bedrooms and two full bathrooms with 
hardwood floors under the carpet in most of the house. Large 
kitchen, living room fireplace, central heat and air conditioning, 
enclosed patio, indoor laundry. Large private yard. $220,000

JAMIE RICH 612-4000

CUSTOM POCKET HOME
Located in Dutra Bend and backing to the Sacramento River 
this is a gorgeous home.  Two story 4 bedrooms plus oversized 
bonus room and office, 3 full baths. Upgrades include refinished 
cabinets, newer microwave, and tile bathroom floors.  Oversized 
3-car garage, covered patio. $515,000 

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

AN ABSOLUTE GEM!
Tahoe Park cottage beautifully updated both inside and out. Lush 
meandering backyard complete with gurgling fountain and birdbath. 
2 bedroom cottage in an urban oasis that you have to see to believe.  
Formal dining room, kitchen island and granite counters; central 
heat and air conditioning, living room fireplace. $189,000 

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

CORUM VILLAGE IN SLP
Ready and waiting for you a delightful 4 bedroom 2 bath home 
with all fresh interior paint, new lighting, refinished hardwood 
floors and new carpet! 1600 square feet; 2-car attached 
garage. Enjoy this quiet street in Corum Village. Welcome 
home! $175,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

PENDING

PENDING

PENDINGPENDING


