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The Sacramento Zoo is supporting field con-
servation projects with the Quarters for Con-
servation program. Through the collection of 
quarters, the Zoo provides funding for wildlife 
conservation projects both locally and around the 
globe. Members and visitors are part of this excit-
ing contribution to wildlife conservation.

As guests enter the Zoo they receive a token repre-
senting a contribution to conservation. The token en-
ables guests to vote for a conservation project of their 
choice–the vote helps the Zoo determine how much 
funding each project receives. Guests have an oppor-
tunity to learn more about the projects and cast votes 
at the Zoo’s Entry Plaza. Each project is guaranteed 
$5,000 annually with additional funding based on 
the number of votes each project receives.

In 2012, the first year of the Quarters for Con-
servation, the Zoo was able to provide funding for 
the Burrowing Owl Conservation Society, Mab-
ula Ground Hornbill Conservation Project and 
the Sumatran Orangutan Conservation Program. 
During 2013, visitors will be able to cast their vote 
for the Riparian Brush Rabbit Recovery Program, 
Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Project and the Ma-
sai Giraffe Conservation Project.

Snow Leopards
Snow Leopards, who are native to small areas in 

central Asia, are very elusive and rarely sighted in 

Sacramento Zoo ‘Quarters for Conservation’

Photo courtesy Sacramento Zoo

the wild. They are not fast run-
ners and so they rely on stealth 
and their great rock climbing 
abilities to evade predators and 
catch prey. They are a medium 
sized cat, weighing between 60 
and 120 pounds. Snow leopards 
have many features that help 
them in their natural habitats. 
Their large paws act like snow 
shoes while their long, thick tails 
can wrap around their body and 
face protecting themselves from 
the cold wind. Their smoke-grey 
fur with large, dark rosettes and 
spots help them blend in with 
rocks and snow.

Researchers estimate that there 
are between 3,500 and 7,000 en-

dangered snow leopards left in 
the wild. Because they are so elu-
sive and solitary no one has been 
able to get an exact count. There 
are many threats facing snow 
leopards, including poaching and 
habitat loss.

While visiting the Sacramen-
to Zoo you may notice that 
they now have two snow leop-
ards. The older female, who 
has resided at the zoo for quite 
some time, recently gained a 
roommate. Blizzard is a young 
male from Canada who is full 
of energy. Currently he is small-
er than the female, but once he 
reaches adulthood he will be 
the larger of the two.  

Photo courtesy Sacramento Zoo

See Zoo, page 3

Zoo: New snow leopard brought from Canada
Continued from page 2
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By monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

For Rene Steinke, nothing 
comes close to the enjoyment 
he gets from glass blowing. 
To this Land Park glass blow-
ing guru, the challenge of the 
art form is both creative and 
physical. 

“There is a kind of a mag-
ic involved every time I make 
something beautiful out of a 
simple gather of molten hot 
glass,” he said. 

Started blowing glass at just 
age 17, Steinke has worked 
with fire for 15 years now 
and recently, he started offer-
ing classes inside his studio 
near city college on Sutter-
ville Road.

Steinke has been teaching 
for about four years – start-
ing at Rainbow Glass  (on 
Auburn Boulevard ) where 
he built the entire glass blow-
ing operation to now being 
able to teach in his own stu-
dio he named Sacramento 
Art Glass. 

“I am now able to ‘give back’ 
by working with a couple of 
charities and share my en-
thusiasm for glass blowing,” 
Steinke said.

Steinke said it’s general-
ly difficult in Sacramento 
for an aspiring glass blow-
er to get practice and guid-
ance, but luck came his way. 
He said other glass blow-
ers have helped and men-
tored him and his mother, 
Darby Patterson, sent him 
to workshops in Seattle, 
Oregon and Corning, New 
York. Last year, he was an 

artist in residence at a ma-
jor gallery in Scottsdale, 
Arizona.

From understanding glass 
blowing techniques to ac-
tually practicing them, it’s 
not surprising that it would 
take a long time to mas-
ter the art of blowing glass. 
Of course, Steinke teach-
es safety because students 
are working with glass that 
goes in and out of a furnace 
hotter than 2,000 degrees. 
He said they start by mak-
ing something simple, just 
for practice and work their 
way up to a final piece that 
they will take home after it 
cools down. 

Sharing the experience 
with students , Steinke 
teaches  them to  keep the 
hot glass at the end of the 
pipe rotating and moving 
at all times as well as have 
them understand the tem-
perature of the glass and  
the effect of gravity when 
handling it when it’s hot. 

While most of the equip-
ment Steinke uses is quite 
expensive, he said he was  
fortunate to know about 

metal working and fabricat-
ing that he built almost all 
of his own equipment over a 
period of a few years. Other 
tools he has had to purchase 
little by little, such as: blow 
pipes, punys, cherry wood 
paddles and  of course, he 
buys a steady supply of clear 
glass and also colored glass 
in the form of frit and pow-
ders.

Steinke is excited to rent 
the use of his studio to qual-
ified people and to do glass 
blowing demonstrations on 
Second Saturdays – along 
with inviting beginners to 
experience classes. 

“There is something very 
special about the allure of 
glass blowing and I hope that 
Sacramento learns to embrace 
and appreciate the art form 
more widely,” he said.

The Sacramento Art 
Glass studio is located 2500 
Sutterville Rd.

 
Interested in blowing glass? Rene 
is now enrolling. Each class lim-
ited to four students. All mate-
rials are included in the $125 
fee. Reservations at 443-2397.

Glass blowing heats up in Sutterville Road studio

By Benn Hodapp
benn@valcomnews.com

Those who like to un-
wind with a tall, cold one at 
the end of the day have in-
numerable locations from 
which to buy their beer, 
but none of those places 
are steeped in Sacramen-
to beer-making history like 
Land Park’s newly-opened 
New Helvetia Brewing 
Company.

The brewery, locat-
ed at 1730 Broadway be-
gan its soft opening month 
in December, having first  
opened its doors on Dec. 6. 
The site will be part bar, 
part brewery and part his-
tory as founder David Gull 
plans to pay homage to leg-
endary Sacramento-based 
Buffalo Beer, which began 
brewing in the late 1800s.

The beer, which won’t 
be called Buffalo Beer to 
avoid possible copyright 
issues, will be brewed in-
house and sold to pa-
trons at the bar under the 
name of Buffalo Craft La-
ger. Gull, a former real es-

tate broker who was part 
of the team that built the 
19th and Broadway lofts, 
hopes to find enough suc-
cess selling the beer to bar 
patrons to expand and sell 
kegs to bars and restau-
rants and perhaps even be-
gin bottling it and selling it 
in stores.

The opening of the brew-
ing company comes after 
four long years of research 
and hard work.

In 2008, after being laid 
off from his real estate job, 
Gull began to formulate 
his idea for the brewery/
bar. He began to research 
old Buffalo Beer and come 
up with a plan.

“ There was a family his-
tory with (Buffalo Beer), 
Gull said. “I recall being at 
an uncle’s house and he had 
all kinds of Buffalo Beer 
stuff.”

He started looking for 
locations in 2011, know-
ing that if he had his way 
the shop would end up on 
Broadway. Gull graduat-
ed from McClatchy High 
School in 1992 and cur-

rently resides in Land Park 
with his wife and children.

The lease for the Broad-
way location was signed in 
July of 2011 and got ap-
proval to open its doors in 
November 2012. But in the 
time between the lease and 
final approval, there was 
some work that needed do-
ing. The site, which Gull 
said is recognized by most 
as the former site of the 
Casa Grande tortilla fac-
tory, went under construc-
tion in August 2012.

Along with the expected 
work such as painting and 
adding new light fixtures, 
Gull added a wall with 
large windows where peo-

New Helvetia 
Brewing Company 
open for beer tastings, grand 
opening in January

ple can peek in at the brew-
ing equipment that will 
soon whip up the New Hel-
vetia spirits. In addition to 
the wall, new plumbing was 
added as well as new heat-
ing and air conditioning.

And though the spot has 
yet to hold its grand open-
ing, those looking for a 
cold beer can come in and 
try one of the two locally-
brewed beers on tap. Cur-
rently available are what 
Gull described as a fresh 
hop lager and a fresh hop 
IPA made with local-
ly-grown ingredients by 
the brewery’s brewmas-
ter. Gull hopes to have the 
grand opening sometime 

in January and expects the 
in-house brewing to begin 
soon.

New Helvetia Brew-
ing Company will open as 
strictly a brewery/bar, but 
Gull hopes to expand it 
into a restaurant as well in 
the coming years. He cited 
that the lot is large enough 
to handle such future ex-
pansions as a fully-func-
tional kitchen.

For more information on 
New Helvetia Brewing 
Company and its upcom-
ing grand opening, you can 
call (916) 501-7622 or e-
mail David Gull at dave@
newhelvetiabrew.com.  

Photo by Benn Hodapp
Land Park’s newly-opened New Helvetia Brewing Company, located at 1730 Broadway began its soft opening month in 
December, having first opened its doors on Dec. 6. The site will be part bar, part brewery and part history.

Photo courtesy
Rene Steinke has opened a glass art studio called Sacramento Art Glass, located 
on Sutterville Road near Sacramento City College, where he offers classes to the 
public.
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By Lance armStronG
lance@valcomnews.com

Many people in the Land 
Park and Pocket areas have 
fond memories of Sally An-
derson, a clerk who worked 
for nearly a decade at the 
United States Postal Ser-
vice’s Land Park Station 
at 5930 South Land Park 
Drive.

But what many custom-
ers of that post office may 
not be aware of is that An-
derson can still be found 
behind a post office coun-
ter bringing smiles to those 
who she serves.

After leaving Land Park 
Station 13 years ago, she 
has worked at the capital 
city’s well known post office 
at 2000 Royal Oaks Drive.

But Anderson’s post of-
fice career began long be-
fore her years at the Land 
Park Station post office.

In fact, Anderson, 84, was 
already a well established 
post office worker in 1971 
– the year the United States 
Post Office Department was 
reorganized into the United 
States Postal Service.

Those who are most fa-
miliar with Anderson rec-
ognize her as a woman who 
displays a strong work ethic 
and a love for her job.

Anderson’s positive atti-
tude and joyful spirit was 
on full display last week 
as the post office was han-
dling its busiest time of the 
year.

Anderson explained that 
like in years past, she re-
cently enjoyed working at 
the post office during the 
holiday season.

“I love it, because people 
are mailing love,” Anderson 
said. “ That’s what I like. 
When they come in and 
they’re mailing something 
to somebody, I’m thinking 
they love someone they’re 
mailing these things to and 
that’s a joy to me.”

Ralph Petty, customer re-
lations coordinator for the 
Sacramento Post Office, 
said that during the holiday 
rush, USPS handles about a 
20 percent increase in items 
being mailed.

After being asked to de-
scribe his appreciation for 
Anderson and her dedica-
tion to USPS, Petty said, 
“Sally is an ambassador for 
the post office. She’s been 
around for a long time. 
She knows a lot of the his-
tory about Sacramento. 
She’s able to reflect back 
on her early days when she 
worked for the postal ser-
vice and she’s given us a lot 

of information on the way 
things were and how we’ve 
advanced over the years. 
Sally is a very conscious 
person. She loves the his-
tory of the postal service 
and what it’s meant to the 
American people through-
out the years. She’s just an 
all around absolutely won-
derful person.”

Many readers of this ar-
ticle were not even living in 
Sacramento or, in some cas-
es, even born when Ander-
son began working for the 
local post office.

In presenting the early 
part of her history with the 
post office, Anderson, who 
has resided in the same 
Greenhaven area house 
since 1972, said, “I’ve been 
with the postal service for 

47 years. I started out, ac-
tually, down on 7th and K 
(streets). That was a (red 
sandstone) building that 
belonged to the postal ser-
vice and they called it the 
Pink Panther. I was hired 
as part of 50 people who 
were sorting Department 
of Motor Vehicles mail. 
That was a time when they 
did that just once a year.”

Anderson’s next post of-
fice work was at the old 
post office building at 8th 
and I streets.

Eventually Anderson, 
who was hired under the 
classification of “temporary 
indefinite,” was encouraged 
to take a post office test, 
so that she could become 
a regular full-time postal 
worker.

Although she was initial-
ly uncertain whether she 
wanted to continue work-
ing for the post office, An-
derson said that she ulti-
mately decided to pursue a 
long-term position because 
she figured $2.34 an hour 
was “pretty good.”

“I took the (post office) 
test (in 1965) and two days 
later I got a call and they 
said, ‘Please come in’ and 
I’ve been here ever since,” 
Anderson said.

Anderson continued to 
work at the 8th and I streets 
building while the Royal 
Oaks post office building 
was being constructed.

The Royal Oaks building 
was opened on May 8, 1966 

and its carrier annex was 
added in the 1980s.

Among the first mail 
sorters at the Royal Oaks 
post office was Anderson, 
who alternated between 
the “ Tour 3” 3 p.m. shift 
and the graveyard shift.

Anderson’s next assign-
ment at the Royal Oaks 
post office was sorting 
mail in an upstairs room.

She later worked at the 
same post office putting 
together mail that had 
fallen apart.

In speaking about this lat-
ter job, she said, ‘You hope-
fully get the right mail go-
ing in the right (packaging) 
or else people were going to 
be really surprised.”

Anderson said that peo-
ple have attempted to mail 
many odd things during 
her tenure with the Sacra-
mento Post Office. Among 
these things were a baby 
alligator and a very odifer-
ous item.

The latter item was ini-
tially quite disturbing to 
the post office’s workers, 
Anderson explained.

“You could smell it and 
it smelled horrible,” An-
derson said. “About that 
time, we had heard that 
there was someone who 
had dismembered some-
one and (the package) was 
the size of a head. (The 
item turned out to be) a 
head of (rotting) cabbage.”

After deliberating for a 
day shift, in 1974, Ander-
son was made a “pool clerk,” 
which is a person who is 
trained to perform a vari-
ety of jobs and then rotat-
ed to different positions.

Through her work as 
a pool clerk, Anderson 
worked at many post offic-
es in Sacramento and Yolo 
counties.

Eventually the pool clerk 
position was eliminated 
and Anderson was sent to 
the West Sacramento post 
office to sort mail.

As previously men-
tioned, Anderson’s post 
office career included her 
employment at the Land 
Park Station, where she 
enjoyed working with the 
public for eight years.

But Anderson explained 
that she enjoys interacting 

with the public wherever 
she works.

“I do love my job,” An-
derson said. “ I like to talk 
to people across the coun-
ter. I also like to try to get 
them to buy stamps that 
they are just going to put 
away.”

Anderson, who is a long-
time, avid stamp collector, 
believes that stamp col-
lecting is a great way to 
learn history.

“ People learn from 
(stamps),” Anderson 
said. “ They learn histo-
ry of  this country and 
that’s what’s so impor-
tant. I love my country, I 
make my money here and 
I spend it here.”

And in being a traveler, 
Anderson takes oppor-
tunities to learn about 
America at the actual 
sites of  historical hap-
penings.

Thus far, she has visited 
36 states, including two of 
her favorites, Alaska and 
Tennessee. While in Ten-
nessee, she visited Elvis 
Presley’s beloved Grace-
land Mansion.

Anderson said that Pre-
sley played a strong role in 
USPS history, through his 
post-mortem connection 
to what she referred to as 
the “stamp explosion.”

“When the Elvis stamp 
came out (in 1993), we 
made more money on that 
stamp than we’ve ever made 
on any other stamp,” An-
derson said. “People would 
buy whole pads, which are 
2,000 stamps each and 
just put them under their 
beds or in their closets and 
stuff.”

Anderson, who has two 
daughters, four grandchil-
dren and one grandchild, 
made sure she purchased 
plenty of Elvis stamps and 
is continuously purchasing 
other stamps to add to her 
very large collection.

After nearly a half-centu-
ry as a postal worker, An-
derson said that she has no 
plans for retirement.

In speaking about her 
continued pleasure of 
coming to work each day, 
Anderson said , “ It ’s  been 
a very fun l ife working for 
the postal  service. Peo-
ple are constantly say-
ing, ‘ When are you go-
ing to retire? ’ And I say, 
‘ Whenever I get around 
to it .’”

Former Land Park 
Station post office clerk 
still bringing smiles to 
the community

See Post Office, page 7

Photo by Lance Armstrong 
Sally Anderson stands at her familiar spot behind the counter at the Royal Oaks post office.

Photo by Lance Armstrong
Sally Anderson holds a vintage envelope commemorating the July 1, 1971 establishment of the United States Postal Service.

Post office: Clerk loves her job after 47 years
Continued from page 6
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For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

real estate servicesloving companions medical supplies

senior placement

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primrosealz.com
www.primrosealz.com

special alzheimer’s living your ad should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  (916) 429-9901

Your services are needed.
Your ad should be here.

your ad should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

estate planning

R e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  S a c r a m e n -
t o  re g i o n  g e n e ro u s l y  g a v e  o f 
t h e i r  t i m e  a n d  re s o u rc e s  t o 
h e l p  i mp a c t  t h o u s a n d s  o f  hu r t -
i n g  c h i l d re n  t h i s  C h r i s t m a s 
t h ro u g h  O p e r a t i o n  C h r i s t -
m a s  C h i l d .  To g e t h e r  v o l u n -
t e e r s  w e re  a b l e  t o  p a c k  4 7 , 5 0 0 
s h o e  b ox e s — f i l l e d  w i t h  t o y s , 
s c h o o l  s u p p l i e s  a n d  b a s i c  n e -
c e s s i t i e s — 8 , 6 0 0  o f  t h e s e  b e -
i n g  p a c k e d  a t  o n e  l a r g e  p a c k -
i n g  p a r t y.  Th e  re g i o n’s  s h o e 
b ox  g i f t s ,  j o i n e d  b y  m i l l i o n s 
o f  o t h e r s ,  a re  n o w  o n  t h e i r 
w a y  t o  n e e d y  c h i l d re n  i n  1 0 0 
c o u n t r i e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  2 0 1 2 
c o l l e c t i o n  s e a s o n ,  O p e r a t i o n 
C h r i s t m a s  C h i l d  re a c h e d  a 
m i l e s t o n e — m o re  t h a n  1 0 0 
m i l l i o n  c h i l d re n  h a v e  b e e n 
i m p a c t e d  b y  t h e  p o w e r  o f  a 
s i m p l e  g i f t  s i n c e  1 9 9 3 .

Organizers  a l so  thank the 
volunteers  at  loca l  col lec t ion 
s i tes . Although a l l  14  of  the 
drop - off  locat ions  are  now 

closed , there  i s  s t i l l  plenty  of 
t ime to  get  involved  through 
the  projec t ’s  “ Bui ld  a  Box” on-
l ine  tool  where  you can  v i r tu-
a l ly  pack  a  shoe  box  g i f t . To 
get  involved , go  onl ine  to  www.
s a m a r i t a n s p u r s e . o r g / g i v i n g /
bui ldabox/ . Gif ts  are  a l so  re -
ce ived  year-round at  Samar-
i tan’s  Purse  by  mai l ing  them 
to  801 Bamboo Road , Boone, 
N.C . , 28607.

Operat ion  C hri stma s  C hi ld 
year-round volunteer  oppor-
tunit ies  are  ava i lable. To f ind 
out  how you can  use  your  g i f t s 
and ta lents  to  make  a  d i ffer-
ence  in  chi ldren’s  l ives  around 
the  world  v i s i t  www.occnorca l .
org  (volunteer  appl icat ion  i s 
located  on the  ‘Contac t ’ page) 
or  ca l l  Ann Olson, Area  Coor-
dinator  at  783-3838. 

A s imple  g i f t , packed w ith 
love, can  communicate  hope 
and transform the  l ives  of  ch i l -
dren  worldw ide.

Operation Christmas Child comes 
to an end, with great results The Sacramento Antique Faire 

is moving to a new location 
beginning in January

The 300 vendor, antiques and collectibles outdoor marketplace that 
is held the second Sunday of every month, rain or shine, from 6:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  at 21st and X streets in midtown will be moving to 
Front Street. Jan. 13 will be their opening date at a  new site located at 
2300 Front Street.  It is located just north of Broadway still under the 
freeway and just one mile away from 21st and  X Street.  Cal Trans 
will commence an 18 month long construction project at 21st and X 
necessitating the move.

Though the address will be changing, the date (Second Sunday), 
hours, and number of vendors will remain the same.  Call with ques-
tions (916) 600-9770 or look for updates on our website at www.
sacantiquefaire.com.

Visit us online at:
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m
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Events help parents learn of op-
tions before Open Enrollment Jan. 
28- Feb. 8

Sacramento City Unified School 
District middle schools and high 
schools are hosting a series of 
tours, showcase nights and visi-
tation days to help parents learn 
their options before Open Enroll-
ment next month.

Visiting a school is often the 
best way families can determine 
if  a campus is right for them. 
During visits, parents can ob-
serve teachers and students at 
work in classrooms, talk to ad-

ministrators about the school 
and its programs and talk to oth-
er parents.

Open Enrollment ( January 28 
through February 8) is an op-
portunity for families that live 
within the boundaries of  Sac 
City Unified to apply for en-
rollment to SCUSD middle and 
high schools. Acceptance is con-
tingent on seats available and, in 
some cases, student eligibility. 
For example, West Campus High 
School, the Humanities and In-
ternational Studies Program at 
C.K. McClatchy High School and 

John F. Kennedy High School’s 
PACE (Program in America and 
California Explorations) have el-
igibility criteria that must be met 
for admission.

In addition, SCUSD has sev-
eral specialized small high 
schools that are geared toward 
specific careers or employment 
fields. These include Health 
Professions High School, Sac-
ramento New Technology High 
School and the School of  En-
gineering and Sciences. Other 
choices in SCUSD’s portfolio of 
schools include George Wash-

ington Carver School of  Arts 
and Science, one of  only two 
Waldorf-inspired high schools 
in the country, and The Met 
Sacramento High School, which 
connects classroom learning to 
real-world experiences through 
internships.

For a full schedule of school visita-
tion events, including dates, times 
and locations, please visit www.
scusd.edu/high- school-visitat ion-
events. To learn more about Open 
Enrollment, go to  www.scusd.edu/
open-enrollment.

SCUSD middle and high schools open for visitation days, tours Seven Cats Rescued in Superstorm Sandy 
Land at Sacramento Airport
Family death prompts 
cross-country effort to help 
stranded cats find new homes 

An extraordinary long distance animal rescue effort took place on 
Dec 5 when cats orphaned by Superstorm Sandy arrived at the Sac-
ramento International Airport to begin a new life. The seven felines 
were welcomed by volunteers from FieldHaven Feline Rescue, Re-
dRover and the volunteer foster families are caring for the animals 
until permanent homes are found. This effort was launched after 
FieldHaven co-founder and New Jersey native Joy Smith’s family 
member died in Superstorm Sandy – leaving two cats homeless and 
lost in the devastation. 

“We knew we needed to rescue the two orphaned cats, but we also 
knew that there were countless pets left stranded in the wake of San-
dy – putting an enormous strain on all shelters in the Northeast re-
gion,” said Joy Smith, co-founder of FieldHaven Feline Rescue. “Field-
Haven serves as an emergency shelter in Placer County when needed 
so we knew from experience how overwhelming the sudden influx of 
traumatized animals can be for the rescuers. We had to find a way to 
help, so we reached out to the rescue folks in the trenches to identify 
seven cats we could fly to California to start a new life.”

This heartwarming effort is made possible by a network of res-
cue organizations working together to save these special cats. S.A.V.E. 
volunteers waded through the devastation to locate and rescue count-
less pets in the aftermath of the storm. Sacramento based RedRov-
er – an organization dedicated to helping animals in crisis – made 
an emergency grant to cover air transport costs. St. Hubert’s Animal 
Welfare Center in Madison, New Jersey – a leader in the effort to res-
cue animals in New Jersey – donated seven airline approved cat car-
riers. And FieldHaven Feline Rescue – a Lincoln rescue organization 
– has been organizing staff and foster families to care for these furry 
refugees until they are adopted in a loving home.

 Just days after Superstorm Sandy devastated the Jersey Shore, 
Smith was notified that a relative was among the casualties. As an 
experienced animal rescuer, Joy immediately hit the phones to try 
and locate the relative’s two cats. Three days and about 100 calls lat-
er, Joy found the cats in the care of emergency foster volunteers. They 
had been rescued by Shore Area Volunteer Enterprise (S.A.V.E.) in 
Toms River, NJ. After hearing the heartbreaking reality of what was 
happening on the ground in the devastated areas, Joy realized that 
FieldHaven could make a real difference by taking not only Smokey 
and Blackie (the relative’s cats) – but five additional felines.
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w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

F o r  o v e r 
3 6  y e a r s

v

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

812 FREmONT WAy • $259,000
KEIKO WONg 718-7400

1300 mARIAN WAy • $399,000  
mEENA CHAN LEE 837-9104

2334 IRvIN WAy
First time on the market in over 30 
years. This home oozes pride of 
ownership, from the gleaming hard 
wood floors to the lovely backyard 
w/sparkling pool. Master suite w/ca-
thedral ceilings, walk-in closet large 
bath w/double sinks. $294,000
mINDy DEFENbAUgH • 834-6202

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

3732 JEFFREy AvENUE
S. Curtis Park Cottage. Boasting period 
look & detail while blending modern 
design & function. Just completed, 
stylish & extensive remodel. All sys-
tems in home new & energy efficient. 
$275,000 
JAmES WALKER • 607-0519 
TANEA EvANS • 296-9451

2306 2ND AvENUE
Victorian in upscale Curtis Park. Total 
remodel 2011-’12. Historic look but 
modern function. Open floorplan, 
spacious entry, large living/dining 
room, huge kitchen & breakfast rm. 
3-4 bd, 3 full ba. $439,000
JAmES WALKER • 607-0519

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ lOw inTrOduCTOry COST
★ STArT AnyTiMe
★ liVe ClASSeS

Call: Ed Daniels •451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ MOnTHly CASH FlOw
★ TenAnT SCreening
★ MAinTenAnCe

Call: brittany Naucke• 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

2 RIvERSHORE COURT,
BeAuTiFul four bedroom two 
bath well layed out home with 
2783 Sq. Ft. and Japanese garden! 
$469,000 
SUSIE K. PARKER • 421-3546

2246 22ND AvENUE
Built on an expansive .17sz lot, good 
size bkyd, plenty of room on either 
side of the house. Hardwood floors, 
liv rm frplc. $199,000
TREy bONETTI • 768-9360

18 ALSTAN COURT
South land Park 1800+ Sq. Ft. 
single story three bedroom two 
bath best buy, equity home! 
$1,175,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 421-3546

S O L DS O L D

PENDING

2111 mARKHAm WAy
Owner carry possible for up to 5yrs 
at competitive rate w/strong down 
payment. 3bd 3ba home on Curtis 
Park’s storybook street, Markham 
way. Cosmetic fixer w/ good bones. 
needs kitchen, baths & floorcovering 
upgrades. $389,000
JAmES WALKER • 607-0519

S O L DS O L D
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Choice, luxury                    and 

License #: 347004312

Greenhaven Estates
7548 Greenhaven Dr,  Sacramento, CA 95831

(916) 427-8887

www.PrestigeCare.com

fun
Here at Greenhaven Estates Assisted Living we

provide assisted living as well as Alzheimer’s and
dementia care in our Expressions community.

Parkside Community Church 
supporting Boy Scout Troop 136 
High Adventure Group has part-
nered with CEAR to recycle all of 
the collected e-waste. CEAR is a 
CA State approved Collector & 
Recycler of Electronic waste. We 
completely shred all hard drives 
at our securely monitored facility. 

Providing fundraiser and commu-
nity outreach is part of what makes 
CEAR a unique E-waste Recycler. 
For your security, all hard drives 
are completely shred at the CEAR 
facility. For any questions or de-
tails regarding holding fundraisers 
please contact us at 388-1777 or 
events@cearinc.com.

We will accept: 
Monitors, televisions, desktop and 

notebook PCs, VCRs, stereo equip-
ment, CD’s, speakers, keyboards, mice, 
PDAs, digital cameras, zip drives, tele-
phones, cell phones, printers, copiers, la-
ser and multifunction scanners and fax 
machines, small household appliances 
such as toasters, mixers & blenders, vacu-
um cleaners with the dust bag removed.

We cannot accept: 
Large Household Applianc-

es (i.e. refrigerators, washers, dryers, 
etc.)Furniture, Hazardous Household 
Waste including batteries, car batter-

ies, paint, pesticides, used oil, cleaning 
supplies, fluorescent light bulbs, water 
heaters, tires etc.  

Questions regarding the event? Contact 
Craig Chalmers 826-0513, Curt Thue 
730-4626,
Chris Salmon 310-795-9151, Susan 
Little 494-9664, or John MacAllister 
806-2596

If you go: 
When: Saturday, Jan. 19 from 9 a.m. 

to 1 p.m.
Where: Parkside Church/5700 

South Land Park Drive, North 
Parking Lot

Donate E-Waste and 
support  Boy Scout Troop 
136 High Adventure Group
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Faces and Places: 
NorCal Big Band 
Preservation 
Holiday Gala held 
Dec. 16 at Elks
photos by Stephen crowley
Stephen@valcomnews.com

Celia Cottle’s 21-piece J. 
Street Jazz Cats from Da-
vis got dancers in a nostal-
gic and festive mood at the 
holiday gala ball on Sunday, 
Dec. 16 at the Sacramento 
Elks Lodge, No. 6. Follow-
ing their presentation was 
legendary bandleader Buddy 
Harpham, 91, who followed 
with an array of Christmas 
songs, plus hits of the 30’s, 
40s, and 50’s in swing, fox 
trot, waltz and Latin tem-
pos. 

Cottle’s band of 13-15 year 
old musicians, who rehearse 
weekly, played holiday treats 
like “Let it Snow”,  “Jingle 
Bells”, “Santa Claus”, “Silver 
Bells”. Celia formed her first 
“J Street Jazz Band”, renamed 
the “Cats” by the teen mem-
bers for Cottle’s SPCA hous-
ing more than a dozen cats in 
her spacious home. 

Harpham’s will be play-
ing these and other favor-
ites like “Rudolph the Red 
Nose Reindeer”, “ White 
Christmas”, “Chestnuts 
Roasting”, “Christmas”, 
and other dance favorites 
during the three 15-min-
ute segments of  ladies’ 
tags. For more informa-
tion, call 444-6138 or e-
mail loucopp45@gmail.
com.

By JoHn cooper
jcooper@valcomnews.com

On Dec. 15, Fairytale Town 
gave park guests the chance 
to meet Santa and his rein-
deer during the Winter Won-
derland event. From 11 in 
the morning to 3 in the after-
noon, Christmas music played 
throughout the park as chil-
dren lined up to visit Santa’s 
workshop, take pictures with 
Saint Nick and ask for pres-
ents, and feed the live rein-
deer on loan from the Wind-
swept Ranch.

Though the weather out-
side was frightful, parents still 
flocked to the park with their 
kids. All of Fairytale Town’s 
usual lures were as popular as 
ever, though the new holiday 
attractions drew every child’s 
attention. Santa’s workshop, 
located in the Children’s The-
ater, was easily the favorite, 
followed by the reindeer pen. 
It would have been enough 
to just be able to see the two 
reindeer, rented by the park 
from the Windswept Ranch, 
but children were also allowed 
to feed them; both reindeer 
would literally eat from the 
palm of your hand.

Fairytale Town truly has 
the Christmas spirit, appar-
ent from the gigantic Christ-

mas tree set up and decorat-
ed in the park’s central area. 
Standing 20 feet tall and sur-
rounded by presents, the tree 
was visible from all areas of 
the park, and gave it a fes-
tive atmosphere. It was easy 
to forget how cold it was that 
Saturday, and imagine instead 
that you truly were about to 
meet Santa.

The park maintained the 
same level of comfort in the 
winter as it did in the sum-
mer, providing parents with 
plenty of places to sit as they 
watched their children run 
and play. Many of the play 
structures stand waist high, 
so that parents can take pic-
tures with their kids with-
out having to kneel. Fairytale 
Town is conveniently locat-
ed near several good restau-
rants, and offers its own se-
lection of reasonably priced 
meals as well. Additionally, 
it sits across the street from 
the Sacramento Zoo, mak-
ing for an excellent stop on 
any parent’s day out with the 
kids.

Although the Winter Won-
derland has come to a close as 
Santa and his reindeer return 
to the North Pole, Fairytale 
Town has a full list of upcom-
ing events at http://www.fai-
rytaletown.org/.

‘Twas a Winter 
Wonderland at 
Fairytale Town
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tree service

rOOFiNG

tree service

plumbiNG

MIDTOWN
PLUMBING

Licensed
Plumbing Contractor
Since 1973

Reasonable Residential Work • Repairs  •  Re-Pipes
Sewers • Water Heaters  •  Drains  •  Disposals Etc.

CSL # 284755 • Fully Bonded & Insured • Accepts all major credit cards
916-393-2109 Cell 275-8236

BAXTER TILE
EXPERT INSTALLATION
REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic • Marble • Granite
Floors • Counters • Walls

33 Years Experience • FREE Estimates

916-213-4669
License #668100

tile WOrK

realtOr

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

Full service plumbiNG

rOOter service

plumbiNG

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com
CALL 456-7777

your ad here

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

ADDITION SPECIALIST

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

Sunshine Electrical

Security Lighting
Upgrades/Remodels/Repairs

Spa Electrical
FREE Estimates/Small jobs OK

 (916)752-5308
Ca License # 633853 (Liability Insured)

ELECTRICAL

Residential Specialist

GLAZIER/GLASS WORK

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be 
here.

Ad design is free.

(916) 429-9901

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 15 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

 Holiday Clean-up Specials! 

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

HANDYMAN

FREEDOM
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Licensed and Insured #152902

I specialize in all areas of home improvement !

Carpentry - Electrical
Sprinklers - Plumbing

Accepts All Major Credit Cards 
Quality work the fi rst time, guaranteed!

NO JOB TOO SMALL!
Call Eric (916) 470-3488

CLEANING

FENCING

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231 

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Window Cleaning (inside/out/screens washed)
• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

HARDWOOD FLOORING

Specializing in installing, sanding, 
and fi nishing hardwood fl ooring 

Call Michael – (916) 383-8742
Lic # 544159/References Available

Hardwood Flooring

GARY’S PAINTING
CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL                   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR OVER 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE WITH PRIDE

EXCELLENT REFERENCES       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PAINTING PAINTING PAINTINGLANDSCAPING

For more calendar entries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.
 

OngOing: 

Iron Steaks to donate to Society 

for the Blind
now to Jan. 15: Iron Steaks will be donat-
ing a portion of their profits to the Sacra-
mento Society for the Blind. This dona-
tion will be presented on Saturday, Jan. 19, 
at Iron’s live music Saturdays.  Bill Taylor, 
the owner of Iron Restaurant, is excited to 
be expanding their upstairs for live music 
events.  The plan is to have a “Cotton Club” 
atmosphere, with dinner and live music ev-
ery other Saturday.  The kick-off for these 
events will be on New Year’s Eve with the 
Sacramento favorite classic rock band Cin-
ema 7. Iron Steaks is located at 2422 13th 
St., 13th and Broadway.  For more informa-
tion, call, 737-5115.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Need An End-of-Year Write Off?
The Casa Garden Restaurant was estab-
lished in 1974 to provide financial support 
to the children of the Sacramento Children’s 
Home. Today they’re fulfilling the same mis-
sion, and in the same place! But, 38 years 
later, they are in need of capital improve-
ments such as painting, new carpets, and 
kitchen fixtures. Consider making a charita-
ble donation to the Casa Garden Restaurant 
before the end of the year and help them 
with improvements and help with your tax-

es. Please note “capital improvements” on 
your check so your donation is applied cor-
rectly. Checks should be sent to: Casa Gar-
den Restaurant, 2760 Sutterville Rd. Sacra-
mento, 95820
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Camellia Symphony now ac-

cepts vehicle donations
If you have a vehicle you’d like to donate to 
support CSO, call 320-0476 to get the pro-
cess started. Not only is a vehicle dona-
tion a great way to support classical music 
in your community, but it may also provide 
you with a tax deduction. http://www.ca-
melliasymphony.org/sponsor/vehicle-do-
nation/
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Old Sacramento Theatre of Lights 
Theatre of Lights continues through the 
holiday season with two 20-minute light 
shows at 6:15 p.m. and 7:45 p.m. every 
Thursday through Sunday until Dec. 23 
with special Monday shows at 6:15 p.m. 
on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve. 
The Christmas Eve show will only be at 
6:15 p.m. New Year’s Eve will feature The-
atre of Lights as an important piece of the 
overall fireworks spectacular with shows 
running later in the evening at 7 p.m. and 
8:30 p.m. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
chautauqua children’s Theatre presents 
its christmas production ‘reindeer revo-
lution’ Playing every Saturday at noon and 
2 p.m. now through dec. 22. Tickets are 
$7 all ages and can be purchased by calling 

489-7529 or by emailing: tickets@cplay-
house.org 5235 Engle Rd.  Ste. 110. Car-
michael.

December

Rotary Club of Pocket/Green-

haven
dec. 27: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors 
welcome. 7:30 a.m., every Thursday. Avia-
tors Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd. (916) 
684-6854.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

All Saints Concerts
Jan. 27: There will be an organ recital by Dr. 
Ryan Enright at 4 p.m. at 2076 Sutterville 
Rd. Childcare will be provided and overflow 
parking is available across from Sutterville 
Road at City College. Reception to follow.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
dec. 28: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-
8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fr Big Dreams, Small Shoulders
dec. 28: Kwanzaa performance at Crock-
er at 2 p.m. Big Dreams Small Shoulders 
is a work on Norman Rockwell’s paint-
ing of Ruby Bridges, the six-year old es-
corted into an all-white school by federal 
marshals in 1960. ) Crocker Art Muse-
um, 216 O St., SAC. Cost: museum ad-
mission.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Congregation B’Nai Israel’s sus-

tainability committee sponsors 

e-waste collection
dec. 30: Free public collection event to dis-
pose of your electronic waste, from 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. 3600 Riverside Blvd., Sacramen-
to. E-waste will be safely and properly recy-
cled and some of the proceeds will benefit 
the  Downtown Food Closet. Examples of 
accepted items: Computers, monitors, print-
er, TV, VCR, ink and toner cartridge. Not 
Accepted: All types of lighting, household 
batteries, car batteries, paint, mercury con-
taining devices, appliances, universal waste, 
non-electronic waste. Attention Businesses-
- For a special pick up, call 310-734-6700, 
www.neuwaste.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Book, CD, and DVD ‘swap meet’ 

at Sacramento’s Central Library
dec. 30: The Sacramento Public Library is 
inviting the public to trade their books, CDs 
and DVDs and meet other reading, music 
and movie lovers during a free social gath-
ering from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the 
Central Library, 828 I St. 264-2920 or visit 
www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

New Year’s Eve Sky Spectacular
dec. 31: Come one, come all to the 13th 
annual New Year’s Eve Sky Spectacular in 
Old Sacramento between 6 p.m. to 12:30 
a.m.  With two stunning – and free -- fire-
work shows at 9 p.m. and midnight, guests 
will enjoy twists, turns and heart pounding 
visual inspiration choreographed to music. 
Free. 808-7777 or www.nyesacramento.com

January

POWERtalk International
Jan. 1, 5: Want to improve your public 
speaking and presentation skills? POW-
ERtalk International, a nonprofit pub-
lic speaking organization, provides coach-
ing in leadership skills, sales presentation, 
interviewing, confidence building and 
more. Meets First Tuesdays of the month 
10 a.m.–1 p.m. and First Saturdays of the 

Month 12 noon–3 p.m. Aviators Restau-
rant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Liz Richard-
son (916) 208-9163, erichardson1202@ya-
hoo.com www.powertalkinternational.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Clubs of Arden-Arcade, 

Carmichael
Jan. 1: Guest speakers address local, region-
al and international topics. Visitors wel-
come, every Tuesday. Arden-Arcade meets 
at noon, Jackson Catering and Events, 1120 
Fulton Ave. (916) 925-2787. Carmichael 
meets at 6 p.m., Palm Street Pub & Grill, 
6416 Fair Oaks Blvd. www.rotary.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimist International of 

Sacramento North meeting
Jan. 1: An organization for the betterment 
of women and children meets at the atria El 
Camino Gardens at 2426 Garfield, Carmi-
chael. Call Sheila at 624-4643.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Jan. 2: Meets at noon, Evan’s Kitchen, 855 
57th St. Sacramento. www.eastsacrotary.com. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Yale Spizzwinks A Cappella 

Concert
Jan. 2: Featuring Sacramento native and 2012 
Jesuit High School alumnus Drew Robinett, 
the Yale Spizzwinks(?) kick off their west coast 
tour at the First United Methodist  Church at 
7 p.m.  For Tickets: https://spizzwinks.ticket-
bud.com/sacramento
$15 Adult / $5 Student & Child
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

First Wednesday Art – What a 

Year! Accordion albums
Jan. 2: From 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Belle 
Cooledge Library, 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

See more calendar, page 20
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perfec t gift!
pet portraits
Realistic paintings of beloved pets. Perfect gift 
for animal-lovers!Reasonable prices. Submit pho-
tograph–turn around 7-10 days. Email melissa@
melissaandrews.com or call 447-4441.

coMpUters
got coMpUter proBLeMs?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $45/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area,  travel charge will apply. Problem not 
fixed? No pay! Free estimates/consultation. 
Call cell# 296-7161

handyMan
hoLiday cLean-Up speciaLs!
pressure Washing– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) rain gutter cleaning,
power spray, hauling, yard work,  painting, tree & 
shrub removal, clean-up, fence repairs, light tree 
trimming, & more. Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247. 
specials for seniors. Licensed.

handyMan serVices
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 
908942. call steven at 230-2114.

#1 BOOkkEEPER
30 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. www.
taxirene.info

Bookkeeping tax preparer

#1 tax preparer
30 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business 
Tax returns including Corp & Partnerships. 
We prepare expertly all past tax returns
including all State returns. Get the most 
deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. 
today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada 
(775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. www.
taxirene.info

WiLL BUy Vintage fUrnitUre
Vintage fUrnitUre
Old stuff lying around that you don’t need? We’ll 
buy it! Wish to buy 1950’s and 60’s furniture, 
Atomic, Retro, Mid-Century Modern, Danish 
modern, Scandinavian, or vintage office/indus-
trial. Email photos to blockhousesacramento@
gmail.com or call 916-594-7971

adVertise  yoUr rentaLs

Call 429-9901

Call (916) 429-9901
for ad rates for 
Classified and 

Home Improvement

Need Home Improvement?
Check out the

Home Improvement Guide 
 in the Land Park News.

For Melissa for 
Home Improvement 

ad rates, call 429-9901.

home improvement

for a box 
Classified

ad
Call melissa

429-9901

For more calendar entries visit
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Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Jan. 3: Guest speakers address local, region-
al and international topics. Visitors welcome. 
7:30 a.m., every Thursday. Aviators Restau-
rant, 6151 Freeport Blvd. (916) 684-6854. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Jan. 4: Free 12-step program/support group, 
for people who have Bi-Polar and those who 
love them. Meets every Friday, 7-8:30 p.m. 4300 
Auburn Blvd., Room 106. (916) 889-5786.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Anime Convention 

(Sacanime) in Sacramento 
Jan. 4: SacAnime is the anime convention 
“Where Fans Come to Play”, providing Jap-
anese influenced pop culture fun for the en-
tire family. Events include live concerts with 
Kazha and Raj Ramayya, a huge vendors 
room, karaoke contest, cosplay masquer-
ade, lolita tea party, maid cafe, video game 
tournaments, artists alley, panels and work-
shops and much more, also special guests. 
This event will take place at 1400 J St. Fri-
day: $20 Saturday: $30; Sunday: $15;  and 
Weekend: $40. For more information visit 
http://www.sacconventions.com/.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free Tree Pruning Clinic
Jan. 5: Learn how to help your trees de-
velop good structure and form.  A variety 
of pruning tools will be presented and dis-
cussed. There will be a walkabout on library 
grounds to look at tree structure and prun-
ing. Free from 11 to 12:30 p.m. at the Elk 
Grove Library, 8900 Elk Grove Blvd. Regis-
ter at www.sactree.com/events.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free MS Excel computer classes 

scheduled at Central Library
Jan. 5:  The Sacramento Public Library is pre-
senting a free, six-session, basic Microsoft Excel 
software class, starting 10 a.m., Saturday, Janu-
ary 5, at its Central Library, 828 I Street, Sacra-
mento. 264-2920 or visit www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free Tree Pruning Clinic
Jan. 5: Learn how to help your trees de-
velop good structure and form.  A variety 
of pruning tools will be presented and dis-
cussed. There will be a walkabout on li-
brary grounds to look at tree structure and 
pruning. Free from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at Arden-
Dimick Library, 891 Watt Ave (at Northrop 
Ave). Register at www.sactree.com/events.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Christmas Tree Pickup
Jan. 5-6: Boy Scouts from Carmichael Troop 
55 will once again be picking up Christmas 
trees from Carmichael residents and business-
es this season. Trees will be mulched and used 
to improve parks within the Carmichael Parks 
District. Suggest donation is $10, with pro-
ceeds going to support troop activities through-
out the year. Call Ed at 743-3336 for questions 
or to arrange a pickup.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael Library hosts book sale
Jan. 5-6: The Sacramento Public Library 
can help you find great bargains of used 
children’s and adult books and DVDs at its 
Carmichael branch, 5605 Marconi Avenue, 
Carmichael.  Hosted by the Friends of the 
Carmichael Library, sale hours are Saturday, 
January 5  from 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and 
Sunday, January 6 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
264-2920 or visit www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Clubs of Arden-Arcade, 
Carmichael
Jan. 8: Guest speakers address local, region-
al and international topics. Visitors wel-
come, every Tuesday. Arden-Arcade meets 
at noon, Jackson Catering and Events, 1120 
Fulton Ave. (916) 925-2787. Carmichael 
meets at 6 p.m., Palm Street Pub & Grill, 
6416 Fair Oaks Blvd. www.rotary.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimist International of 

Sacramento North meeting
Jan. 8: An organization for the betterment 
of women and children meets at the atria El 

Camino Gardens at 2426 Garfield, Carmi-
chael. Call Sheila at 624-4643.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fr Big Dreams, Small Shoulders 
Jan. 8: Youth concert at Crocker at 11 a.m. 
and noon. Fr Big Dreams, Small Shoulders 
is a work on Norman Rockwell’s painting 
of Ruby Bridges, the six-year old escorted 
into an all-white school by federal marshals 
in 1960. Crocker Art Museum, 216 O St., 
SAC. Cost: museum admission.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Alzheimer’s Association Workshop 
on Legal and Financial Planning 
Jan. 8: This is an interactive program where 
you will have a chance to learn about impor-
tant legal and financial issues to consider, 
how to put plans in place, and how to access 
legal and financial resources near you from 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Guest speaker: Dustin 
Mac Farlane, Elder Law Attorney. Registra-
tion requested. Call 1-800-272-3900. Asian 
Community Center Park City, 7375 Park 
City Dr. Sacramento, 95831.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Jan. 9: Meets at noon, Evan’s Kitchen, 855 
57th St. Sacramento. www.eastsacrotary.com. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Jan. 10: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors 
welcome. 7:30 a.m., every Thursday. Avia-
tors Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd. (916) 
684-6854. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Volkssport walking
Jan. 10: Come join the Sacramento Walk-
ing Sticks Volkssport Club! Monthly meet-
ings held every second Thursday at 7 p.m. 
SMUD Headquarters Bldg., Conference 
Center, 6201 S St., Sac. Those who wish to 
walk before the meeting, meet at Starbucks, 
1420 65th St., Sac. At 5 p.m. to walk a 3-
mile walk to CSUS campus & back. Barba-
ra Nuss (916) 283-4650 or (916) 691-7618 
or nussb@surewest.net. Also www.Sacra-
mentoWalkingSticks.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Jan. 11: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-
8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael Chamber of 

Commerce presents M.V.J.
Jan. 11: The Chamber presents the Most 
Valuable Jerry 2013 person of the year 
awards dinner and fundraiser honoring for-
mer Carmichael resident and Sacramento 
Kings TV Analyst Jerry Reynolds for almost 
three decades of service to sport, broadcast-
ing and community. 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at La 
Sierra Community Center 5325 Engle Rd., 
Carmichael. $55 in advance, includes dinner, 
no host bar, raffle, silent auction. Meet celeb-
rities and community leaders. Portions bene-
fit Bev Angel’s Project. 481-1002.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

See more calendar, page 22

CALL AND PLACE YOUR 
EVENT TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

Faces and Places: 

Mike’s Light Ride
photos by StepHen crowLey
Stephen@valcomnews.com

The first-ever Mike’s Light Ride – a fundraiser and 
bicycle cruise through Curtis Park to enjoy holiday 
lights in the community – took place on Saturday, De-
cember 22. The Coffee Garden was a good location for 
people to meet up for a bike ride. Attendees mingled 
with Santa Claus, Mrs. Claus and Snoopy. The bike 
ride went through some of the best holiday lights in the 
area, plus there were a few stops for hot chocolate and 
hot apple cider along the way. The ride was a benefit for 
the Tubman House, Wellspring Women’s Center and 
the Praise of Worship Church of God.
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Riverside Elks 6 Crab and Shrimp Feast
Jan. 12: Crab and shrimp anti pasta, pas-
ta, green salad, garlic bread, no host cock-
tails at 6 p.m., followed by dinner by 7 p.m. 
Huge raffle. Open to the public. Tickets 
available in the Lodge Office or call 422-
6666. Credit cards accepted. $45. 6446 Riv-
erside Blvd. Sacramento. Proceeds go to the 
general fund. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Note card craft program for adults 
slated at Belle Cooledge Library
Jan. 12: The Sacramento Public Library 
will present a greeting card craft program 
for teens and adults at noon at its Belle 
Cooledge  branch, 5600 South Land Park 
Drive, Sacramento. Participants will learn 
how to transform paper scraps into original 
art cards which they can send as “thank you” 
notes. Supplies will be provided. 264-2920 
or visit www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rachel Barton Pine to perform at 

Sacramento Philharmonic
Jan. 12: A virtuosic violinist, philanthropist, 
educator and music detective, Rachel Bar-
ton Pine has earned critical acclaim for her 
many recordings and orchestra performanc-
es around the world. Pine will perform with 
the Sacramento Philharmonic, Michael Mor-
gan conducting at 7:30 p.m. at the Commu-
nity Center Theater (1301 L St. Sacramen-
to). Tickets are $21 to $117, to order tickets 
please visit sacphil.org or call 808-5181.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Run for Grant a Wish 5K Run or Walk
Jan. 13: Starting at 9 a.m. Run/Walk Site: 
Land Park, River Walk at Miller Park. Pro-
ceeds will benefit SGAW-Sacramento Grant 
a Wish Foundation. Registration fee only 
$15 per person. Bonus: Each person/spon-

sor will be entered into a raffle to win a 60-
minute massage and will receive a “I ran for 
(SGAW) Sacramento” Tumbler. Register at 
752-9152 or email info@sacgrantawish.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fr Big Dreams, Small Shoulders
Jan. 13: Concert: Jan. 13, 3 p.m. multi-me-
dia musical, featuring Bibbs as The Docent-
Singer. Fr Big Dreams, Small Shoulders 
is a work on Norman Rockwell’s painting 
of Ruby Bridges, the six-year old escorted 
into an all-white school by federal marshals 
in 1960. Crocker Art Museum, 216 O St., 
SAC. Cost: museum admission.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Last day for Christmas Tree Recycling
Jan. 14: The city also provides curbside hol-
iday tree pickup.  The last day trees can be 
placed out for pickup is 6 a.m. on Monday, 
Jan. 14. Trees should be clean of all lights, 
tinsel, decorations, and have no stand at-
tached.  Flocked trees will be accepted.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Clubs of Arden-Arcade, 

Carmichael
Jan. 15: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors wel-
come, every Tuesday. Arden-Arcade meets 
at noon, Jackson Catering and Events, 1120 
Fulton Ave. (916) 925-2787. Carmichael 
meets at 6 p.m., Palm Street Pub & Grill, 
6416 Fair Oaks Blvd. www.rotary.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimist International of 
Sacramento North meeting
Jan. 15: An organization for the better-
ment of women and children meets at 
the atria El Camino Gardens at 2426 
Garfield, Carmichael. Call Sheila at 
624-4643.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free adult nutrition class set Jan. 

15 at Belle Cooledge Library
Jan. 15: The Sacramento Public Library 
will help adults earn all the great ‘Go’ foods 
to eat that will benefit one’s health and start 
the new year strong.  The free nutritional 
workshop will be at 6 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 15 
at the Belle Cooledge branch, 5600 South 
Land Park Drive, Nutritionist Margie Er-
win will teach tasty ways to fit those healthy 
foods into a diet, while limiting the other 
foods. 264-2920 or visit www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Jan. 16: Meets at noon, Evan’s Kitchen, 855 
57th St. Sacramento. www.eastsacrotary.com. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Jan. 17: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors 
welcome. 7:30 a.m., every Thursday. Avia-
tors Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd. (916) 
684-6854. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Frosty’s Magic Hat puppet show 

at Arcade Library
Jan. 17:  The Sacramento Public Library in-
vited school-age kids (ages 6 to 12) to a win-
ter-themed puppet show at 4 p.m. at its Ar-
cade branch, 2443 Marconi Ave. The puppet 
show is about a little girl who makes a wish 
upon a star and then makes a magic snow-
man.  The fun-filled program features mu-
sic, poetry, magic, ventriloquism, and lots of 
laughs. 264-2920 or www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Driving Miss Daisy’
Jan. 18–Feb. 23: Post WWII story of a 
rich, sharp-tongued Jewish widow who 
meets her new black chauffeur. $19-$21. 
Chautauqua Playhouse, 5325 Engle Rd., 
Carmichael (916) 489-7529 www.cplay-
house.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Jan. 18: Free 12-step program/support group, 
for people who have Bi-Polar and those who 
love them. Meets every Friday, 7-8:30 p.m. 4300 
Auburn Blvd., Room 106. (916) 889-5786.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free E-Waste Collection Event at 

Parkside Community Church
Jan. 19: Parkside Community Church is 
supporting our local youth by having a free 
E-Waste Collection which will benefit a 
High Adventure Group in Boy Scout Troop 
136. This group of 11 scouts and adults are 
taking a 2-week long canoeing adventure 
in the wild lands of Northern British Co-
lombia. The canoeing area they will explore 
is known as the Bowron Lakes area. Their 
trip will begin in late July 2013. Help this 
adventure group by bring your E-Waste to 
Parkside Community Church,  5700 South 
Land Park Dr, on January 19, 2013 between 
9am and 1pm. For questions regarding the 
event or to arrange friendly pre-event or 
event day pickup! Contact: Craig Chalm-
ers 826-0513, Curt Thue 730-4626, Chris 
Salmon 310-795-9151, Susan Little 494-
9664, or John MacAllister 806-2596.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

CASA’s 20th annual Crab Feed
Jan. 19: Grab your board-shorts and Hawai-
ian shirts because this year Court Appoint-
ed School Advocates for Children (CASA) 
is going on a surfin’ safari to a totally far out 
crab feed. The night will be filled with live 
music, a no-host bar with Hoppy Brewing 
Company beer, wine and a special “surf ” cock-
tail, raffles, a silent auction,  and of course a 
crab dinner (chicken and vegetarian options 
available upon request). St. Mary’s Church, 
Giovanni Hall, located at 1333 58th St. Sac-
ramento. 5:30 to 10:30 p.m. Tickets are $50 
before Dec. 31 and $55 after. 875-6606, 
Kathy@sacramentocasa.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free Tree Pruning Clinic
Jan. 19: Learn how to help your trees de-
velop good structure and form.  A variety 
of pruning tools will be presented and dis-
cussed. There will be a walkabout on library 
grounds to look at tree structure and prun-
ing. Free from 10:30 a.m. to noon at Folsom 
Public Library, 411 Stafford St., Folsom. 
Register at www.sactree.com/events.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Clubs of Arden-Arcade, 

Carmichael
Jan. 22: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors wel-
come, every Tuesday. Arden-Arcade meets 
at noon, Jackson Catering and Events, 1120 
Fulton Ave. (916) 925-2787. Carmichael 
meets at 6 p.m., Palm Street Pub & Grill, 
6416 Fair Oaks Blvd. www.rotary.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Jan. 23: Meets at noon, Evan’s Kitchen, 855 
57th St. Sacramento. www.eastsacrotary.com. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Jan. 24: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors 
welcome. 7:30 a.m., every Thursday. Avia-
tors Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd. (916) 
684-6854. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Jan. 25: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-
8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free Tree Pruning Clinic
Jan. 26: Learn how to help your trees de-
velop good structure and form.  A vari-
ety of pruning tools will be presented and 
discussed. There will be a walkabout on 
library grounds to look at tree structure 
and pruning. Free from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. at Belle Cooledge Library, 5600 
South Land Park Dr., Sacramento. Regis-
ter at www.sactree.com/events.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free tree pruning clinics offered 
Jan. 26: A free tree pruning clinic will be 
presented by Luanne Leineke, of the Sac-
ramento Tree Foundation who will discuss 
pruning 2- to 8-year-old trees to develop 
good structure and form. 11 a.m., Saturday, 
January 26 at Belle Cooledge Library, 5600 
South Land Park Drive, Sacramento. 264-
2920 or visit www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free SAT/ACT college entry test work-
shop slated Jan. 26 at Carmichael Library
Jan. 26: College-bound students who can’t 
choose taking either the ACT or SAT col-
lege admission test are invited to a free Sac-
ramento Public Library workshop on Satur-
day,  January 26 at 12 noon at its Carmichael 
branch, 5605 Marconi Avenue, Carmichael. 
264-2920 or visit www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

U.S. Citizenship workshop held 
Jan. 26 at Colonial Heights Library
Jan. 26: The Sacramento Public Library 
will host a free workshop of those wish-
ing to become an American citizen at 
2 p.m., at its Colonial Heights branch, 
4799 Stockton Boulevard, Sacramento. 
Contact vilaysay.p.chang@uscis.dhs.gov.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Faces and Places: 

Camellia Waldorf 
Winter Faire
photos by Stephen crowley
Stephen@valcomnews.com

Imagine a school transformed into a magical win-
ter wonderland with King Winter, gingerbread 
houses, holiday activities, festive live music, mulled 
cider and delicious hearty food! Camellia Waldorf 
School invited the public to attend its 24th annu-
al Winter Faire on Saturday, Dec. 8. The Winter 
Faire featured puppet shows, crafts for kids, candle-
dipping, local vendors and artisans, a soup competi-
tion, home-baked treats, and our traditional “Chil-
dren’s Store” (where children had an opportunity to 
shop for small treasures). http://www.camelliawal-
dorf.org/calendar/
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for current home listings, please visit:

DunniganRealtoRs.com

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

WALK TO LAND PARK
This spacious three bedroom home has all the classic charm 
with a vintage fireplace, hardwood floors, dual pane window, 
an open floor plan, and sweet yard on nearly a third of an acre. 
The kitchen has been remodeled and has a large eating area. 
Also included is a large 2 car garage. $529,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

LAND PARK SPANISH
Stylish 2 bedroom 2½ bath home in the heart of Land Park.  
Oversized rooms, granite kitchen, family room and pretty 
hardwood floors. Bonus room off of the garage is perfect office 
or art studio! Newer central heat & air system.  Just steps to 
William Land Park! Don’t miss this one. $529,000

PAULA SWAYNE 443-1229

DELIGHTFUL CURTIS PARK
Cute 3 or 4 bedroom, with storage galore! Brand new garage 
space is awaiting your finishing touches as guest quarters, 
art studio, office or additional entertainment area! Hardwood 
floors, newer HVAC units, updated appliances, and a terrific 
park view round! $465,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

CURTIS PARK GEM
3 bedrooms 1½ baths, built in 1925, this charming home 
has been lovingly maintained and updated, and is ready for 
you. Fantastic floor plan, hardwood floors, built-ins, beautiful 
leaded glass doors; and remodeled and updated kitchen and 
baths. $469,500

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

LOVELY S LAND PARK
Handsome 3 bedroom 2 bath  home w i th  updated 
k i tchen,  p re t t y  hardwood f loors  and fami l y  r oom 
w i t h  c o z y  f i r e p l a c e .   2 - c a r  a t t a c h e d  g a r a g e , 
a l l  beau t i fu l l y  ma in ta ined  and  wa i t i ng  fo r  you !   
$279,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

POVERTY RIDGE
One-Of-a-Kind opportunity ...this is an investor dream project! With 
over 1/4 acre lot, this 1937 home has endless possibilities. Sitting 
across the street from Tapestry Square, the large front and back 
yards have amazing old trees providing privacy and serenity in a 
terrific location. Guest room or office space attached. $429,000

JAMIE RICH 612-4000

DARLING LAND PARK
Exceptionally well-cared home featuring retro kitchen, gleaming 
hardwood floors, living room fireplace, 2 nice-sized bedrooms! 
Pretty yard with flower beds, roses and trees. Nice two-car 
detached garage. Walk to Vic's Ice Cream and fun! Owner has 
original plans for this home built in 1940! $324,900 

LEIGH RUTLEDGE 612-6911

ADORABLE HOLLYWOOD PARK
Fantastic location for this 2 bedroom 2 bath home!. Master 
Suite has jetted bath, separate shower, dual shower heads and 
walk-in closet. This home features updated kitchen, master 
bath, dual pane windows, hardwood floors and newer roof. 
Check out the large yard and huge patio cover! $239,900

JAMIE RICH 612-4000

SPACIOUS CURTIS PARK
Perfect family home with 3 bedrooms and 2 baths! Newer 
home close to Curtis Park. Walk to Gunthers Ice Cream and 
various coffee shops. Close to downtown and transportation. 
Deep backyard is great for family fun. Move in ... and enjoy! 
$259,900

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

SOLD
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