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For Bret Harte Elementary 
School, two recent surprises 
have jolted the staff and par-
ents alike. The first surprise 
came when then principal 
Santiago Chapa decided to 
transfer to Kit Carson Mid-
dle School in mid-December. 
Michael McDaniel, who was 
in the middle of his 10th year 
as assistant principal at Bret 
Harte, was promoted to in-
terim principal in the wake of 
Chapa’s departure.

Surprise number two came 
in mid-January when it was 
revealed that Bret Harte was 
on a list of 11 Sacramento 
City Unified School District 
elementary schools on a pro-
posed closure list that would 
go into effect at the end of the 
current school year if the clo-
sures are approved.

Quite the atmosphere in 
which to welcome new re-
sponsibilities for McDaniel, 
but these challenges are just 
something he will deal with as 
he always has at Bret Harte – 
as a family. That was the term 
that McDaniel kept coming 
back to in describing his time 
at the school.

As for McDaniel, he grew 
up in the southern Califor-
nia city of Torrance. He made 
his way up north to UC Da-
vis initially to play basketball. 
After college, he and his wife 
decided to stay in Sacramento 
because it was a better place to 
raise a family. Together they 
have three daughters, includ-
ing 9-year-old twins. Their 
youngest daughter is five.

After college he and his wife 
started a sports camp busi-
ness called McBlack Sports. 
The program offered low-cost 
camps for kids who otherwise 
would not have had the chance 
to attend such camps. “I look 
at the prices of camps now 
and I wonder how we stayed 
in business so long,” McDaniel 
laughed. The business closed 
up in 2006 after 10 years.

Before coming aboard 10 
years ago as assistant prin-
cipal, McDaniel was a third 
grade, fourth grade and P.E. 
teacher at various times at 
William Land, Abraham Lin-
coln, Golden Empire and 
Natomas elementary schools 
from 1996-2003.

After arriving at Bret 
Harte, McDaniel actual-
ly held the interim principal 
tag for a month in 2006 af-

ter the principal before Chapa 
left the school. During his 10 
years at the school, McDan-
iel has thrived as a caregiv-
er and friend to staff, parents 
and students alike. He is lov-
ingly referred to by students 
as “Mr. Mac.”

When he was offered the 
position of interim princi-
pal this time, McDaniel took 
a step back and discussed it 
with his family and decided 
that it was a good opportu-
nity. He had been offered po-
sitions at other schools with 
principal vacancies, but he 
didn’t want to cause any more 
upheaval for students and 
staff and Bret Harte had be-
come what he calls a second 
family.

Now that second family is 
in jeopardy.

“It was definitely a shock 
(when told about the closure 
list). Nobody was expecting it. 
But we just tried to keep our 
focus and keep the parents in 
the know,” McDaniel said. “We 
just told the parents and staff 
that no matter what happens, 
they are going to be ok.”

When asked what he would 
miss the most should Bret 

Harte close its doors after the 
current school year, McDan-
iel paused for a moment before 
saying “The families. To see fam-
ilies that continue to come back 
and have faith and trust in our 
staff. As a parent myself, I know 
what it’s like, and they trust us 
with their most precious gifts. 
That’s really special to me.”

McDaniel has developed 
real friendships beyond mere 
working relationships with 
everyone on his staff. 

“I consider them all to be my 
friends. They were there for the 
births of my kids. I am blessed 
to be a part of this staff.”

The biggest change in his 
daily duties is due to the fact 
that no one has taken over the 
now vacant assistant principal 
position. He also comes early 
to the school and unlocks the 
doors and takes care of any 
custodial issues there might 
be between 7-10 a.m. when 
the custodial staff arrives.

“It can be tough balancing 
that with being an instruc-
tional leader,” he said. “But I 
just roll with it and get it done. 
It’s no use complaining.”

As has been the case over 
the years, teachers, parents 
and other staff have stepped 
up to try to ease the burden 
on his shoulders.

“Somebody is always jumping 
up to help me out with some of 
the little stuff. It makes the day 
enjoyable to work with people 
who are willing to help if they 
have a spare moment,” he said. 
“It’s really helped to connect 
parents and staff who normal-
ly might not come into contact 
with each other. It’s brought 
light to a dark situation.”

At a community meeting 
on Feb. 4, McDaniel spoke to 
parents of his students and 
let them know how much he 
appreciates them and that re-
gardless of what happens at 
the end of the year, the chil-
dren currently enrolled at 
Bret Harte will be just fine.

McDaniel said that five mem-
bers of the board who will vote 
on the school closures on Feb. 
21 were in attendance at the 
packed meeting. Should the 
school remain open in 2013 and 
beyond, McDaniel said that he 
would consider taking over the 
permanent role of principal if it 
were offered to him.

“I certainly wouldn’t say no 
right away,” he said, once again 
chuckling. “I would talk it over 
with my family and come to a 
decision that feels right.”

In the end it’s all about 
what’s best for his family. 
Both of them.

Bret Harte introduces new 
principal, Michael McDaniel

Principal: Families will be 
missed if school closes
Continued from page 2

See Principal, page 3

Got News?
E-mail us, editor@valcomnews.com



� The Land Park News  •  February 14, 2013  •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc. �www.valcomnews.com  •  February 14, 2013   •  The Land Park NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

Chanting, “Save Bret Harte, 
have a heart”, the Bret Harte 
community came out in force at 
Monday, Feb. 4’s meeting to dis-
cuss the possible closure of the 
school. Some lined the sidewalk 
in front of the school with signs, 
while others started to pack the 
cafeteria, where the meeting 
was standing room only.

Parents, teachers, staff and 
students -- past and present -

- spoke passionately for their 
love of the school in an effort 
to convince Sacramento City 
Unified School District trust-
ees to vote against the closures 
at their scheduled meeting at 
the district office on Thurs-
day, Feb. 21. 

Bret Harte supporters are 
trying to convince the board 
to save their school at the 
very least. They feel the pro-
posal did not include parent 
feedback, as they were made 
aware of the closures in mid-

January, giving them very lit-
tle time to provide input. 

Currently, the action item is to 
close 11 elementary schools as a 
package, which the district says 
are under-enrolled. Over the 
past decade, the district has lost 
about 5,500 students and Bret 
Harte lost 135.  Current enroll-
ment is 402. The district says 
the school can occupy 981.

According to the Frequently 
Asked Questions packet that 

was distributed at the meeting, 
not all under-enrolled schools 
throughout the district were 
targeted for closure. 

“Some schools among the 18 
most under-enrolled were re-
moved from the closure list be-
cause enrollment at these schools 
will grow with the closure of 
nearby under-enrolled schools or 
because the school is a Superin-
tendent’s Priority School.” 

Father Keith B. Kenny and 
Oak Ridge, two of the new home 
schools for Bret Harte students, 
are priority schools. Ethel Phil-
lips is not a priority school. 

According to the district’s 
website, Superintendent Jona-
than “Raymond launched the 
Priority Schools program in 
the spring of 2010 to acceler-
ate the rate of student learning 
in low-performing, high-pover-
ty schools … Because of their 
specialized training, Priority 
School teachers are protected 
from seniority based layoffs.”

Meanwhile, Bret Harte El-
ementary offers the following 
programs: a site instruction co-
ordinator, Healthy Start Pro-
gram, a school nurse, extended-
day tutoring and mentoring, 
Advanced/GATE Program 
and a computer technology lab. 
Students grades 1-6 benefit 
from music prep programs. 

Father Keith B. Kenny is locat-
ed in central Oak Park and Oak 
Ridge is located on Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr. Blvd., south of Flo-
rin Road. Parents questioned the 
safety of having their children 
walking to those schools, passing 
high traffic areas and high num-
bers of registered sex offenders.

Before community members 
took to the microphone at the 
Feb. 4 meeting, SCUSD Chief 
Academic Officer Olivine 
Roberts showed slides detail-
ing budget reductions over the 
years, which have cut teachers, 
custodians, assistant principals, 
nurses, bus drivers and more.

According to her report, bus 
transportation will be added for 
students traveling to Ethel Phil-
lips but not for those going to Fa-
ther Keith B. Kenny and Oak 
Ridge. Instead, the district and the 
City of Sacramento will identify 
safe routes to school for families.

For some, having bus trans-
portation is irrelevant be-
cause they are not available 
to be home for the arrival of 
their children due to their 
work schedules. One parent 
who uses the after school pro-
gram at Bret Harte said:

“I, as many parents, don’t 
have transportation. A school 
bus doesn’t help my problem. 
I don’t get home by the time 
of drop-off and I might not be 
available to pick up my child. 
I have researched other po-
tential schools in this area and 
none of them meet my needs 
like Bret Harte,” she said.

According to Oak Ridge’s 
website, the school is undergo-
ing a redesign plan with a “re-
form-minded approach.” The 
principal at Oak Ridge, Doug 
Huscher, has been the prin-
cipal both at Theodore Judah 
and Matsuyama Elementa-
ry. Ethel Phillips has a transi-
tional bilingual program that 
utilizes Spanish as the main 
language of instruction from 
kindergarten through grade 3.

Questioning 
children’s safety

After Roberts’ presenta-
tion, mother Becky Torres be-
gan reading statistics from the 
Megan’s Law Sex Offender 
registry, questioning the dis-
trict’s priority of safety. 

Oak Ridge Elementary has 
25 sex offenders within a 3/4-
mile radius. 

The district maintains that 
safety is its number one priori-
ty, by providing crossing guards, 
walking attendants and bus 
routes to accommodate stu-
dents who face hazards getting 
to their new schools. According 
to the district report provided 
by Roberts, benefits for children 
attending larger schools include 
having “a bigger pool of involved 
parents to support school activ-
ities, such as field trips. With 

Bret Harte closure raises more questions

See Closure, page 5

Closure: Parents question safety of students having to walk long distances to school
Continued from page 4

See Bret Harte, page 6

Photo by Monica Stark
The cafeteria was standing room only at the Feb. 4 meeting.

Photo by Monica Stark
Students carried signs, protesting the school closure.
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fewer schools, SCUSD will be 
able to concentrate maintenance 
and safety for personnel, mak-
ing schools healthier and safer 
for all students.”

Moreover, the district says that 
with fewer schools SCUSD will 
be able to concentrate its resourc-
es to improve safety at every cam-
pus. “In addition, your child’s new 
school will have the same ratio of 
adults-to-students on campus as 
your child’s present school. That 
means that a school with more 
students will have more adults 
on campus as well,” according to 
Roberts’ report.

Beacon of dignity
Parent Rachelle Ditmore 

said they see the school as bea-

con of dignity – a place where 
parents are proud to send 
their children and an escape 
from the broken and boarded 
up windows that characterize 
the look of their home neigh-
borhood.

According to office man-
ager Jamillah Kirk, many of 
the students who attend Bret 
Harte live in Oak Park and 
the school is the only consis-
tent part of their lives. Many 
former students have re-
turned to the school to share 
their gratitude, which Kirk 
described as “kids who society 
is not paying attention to. But 
when they come here, they 
have smiles on their faces be-
cause they remember this was 
a beautiful place for them.”

Under-enrolled 
but not taking in 
students? School is 
overpopulated?

Ditmore took in two home-
less children into her home. 
She tried to get them to attend 
Bret Harte, but the district 
wouldn’t allow it, until after a 
bit of a fight, she said. “They 
were homeless and the home-
less have a right to return back 
to their school, but they weren’t 
going to allow that. They said 
the school was overpopulated.”

While it may seem counterin-
tuitive to be under-enrolled and 
overpopulated at the same time, 
Kirk explained the issue has to 
deal with ending class size reduc-
tion. The school now has nine 
empty classrooms, yet those that 
are being used are maxed out.

The most students the school 
has seen was 525 back in 2000-
2001, Kirk estimated. 

“We were bursting at the seams. 
There were children left and right,” 
she said. Pod areas were full; the 
school used to have two morn-
ing and two afternoon kindergar-
ten classes and they would have to 
split the pod, Kirk said. 

“Slowly but surely, they whit-
tled it down. They whittled it 
down. That was back when we 
had class size reduction, 20 (stu-
dents) to 1 (teacher). It seems 
like every year or every other 
year, they change it again. When 
they went to 25 to 1, we were 
like: are you serious? So, we lost 
one or two teachers and now 
that they have moved. Now 
we’re at 33 to 1,” Kirk said. 

“… I understand change has 
to happen. I get it. But it’s a set-
up. It’s a conspiracy. 

“I have been here for 13 
years, not once, not twice, not 
even three times did someone 
say, Miss Jamillah, you know 
you are supposed to have 981 
students here? In the name of 
Jesus, where are they are all go-
ing to sit?” Kirk said.

Notice
According to the California 

Department of Education, a 

committee should gather facts 
regarding school closures and 
the district didn’t form one 
this year. The announcement 
was made in mid January. 

According to the CDE: “It 
is a legislative intent, but not a 
mandate, for a district to have 
and use a District Advisory 
Committee (DAC) before de-
cisions are made about school 
closure (Education Code Sec-
tion 17387). 

“But whether an intent or 
a mandate, the advice is good. 
The job of the superintendent 
and board members is to eval-
uate facts, not gather them. And 
the process of gathering the facts 
must be as credible, transparent 
and non-political as possible. So, 
at the very least, the DAC, of-
ten referred to as 7-11 Commit-
tee (due to legislative require-
ments of at least 7 but no more 
than 11 members) should be in-
volved in the fact-finding neces-
sary for an informal recommen-
dation about school closure.”

District spokesman Gabe 
Ross said on Friday, Jan. 18 that 
last year, the 7-11 Commit-
tee (school closure committee), 
used a series of “data points and 
recommendations” but then 
there “wasn’t enough clarity why 
this school and not that school 
was going to close.” 

He called this year’s process 
“streamlined.”

Bret Harte: School is a place of pride for families
Continued from page 5

By Ron Roach

For more than 30 years, 
the Golden Seniors Soft-
ball Club of Sacramento 
has been one of the nation’s 
bedrock organizations for 
slow-pitch players who have 
reached the age of 50. The 
club has about 450 mem-
bers and provides nearly 
420 games from mid-March 
into September.

Close to 100 of these 
members like it so much 
that they play in more than 
one of the club’s six leagues. 
For many, there is no such 
thing as “enough softball.” 
But there is plenty of room 
for someone new to the 
game, or who hasn’t swung 
a bat in more than a decade. 
“Hey, it can be like rid-
ing a bike. Just get back on 
and enjoy the ride,” said the 
club’s president, Tom San-
sone. “Softball can really be 
a game for the ages -- and 
the ageless.”

Playing 22-game sched-
ules, there are three six-
team night leagues for 
players 50 and over at the 
Sacramento Softball Com-
plex -- Tuesdays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays, with 
games at 6:30, 7:45 and 9. 
Two leagues play on Tues-
day mornings, also at the 
Complex, for players 60 and 
older. The club’s Monday 
morning league at Howe 
Avenue Park is for players 
at least 70.   

Sansone, 65, said play-
ing softball at this stage of 
his life has been a very sat-
isfying experience. “It gives 
me incentive to exercise and 
try to stay in shape. I enjoy 
the camaraderie. There are 
a lot of people who are re-
ally dedicated to this club. 
I urge anyone who wants 
to continue playing softball 
well beyond their middle-
age status to check us out. 
You’ll be impressed with 
our quality of play.”  The 
Elk Grove resident pitches 
on Tuesday morning teams 
and is entering his 11th sea-
son with the club.

Mel Tennyson joined the 
club in 2009 when he was 
55. He now plays in all three 
night leagues and serves as 
the commissioner in charge 
of the club’s Tuesday night 
league. He also plays for a 
nationally ranked travel-
ing tournament team. Mel, 
a West Sacramento resi-
dent who pitches and plays 
the outfield, said, “I love the 
game” and the Golden Se-
niors club has provided op-
portunity to play with and 
against people more his 
own age while being more 
relaxed and less-compet-
itive than his tournament 
team. “It keeps me healthy 
and I enjoy meeting people. 
I play softball for athletic 
and social reasons. My ad-
vice to anyone thinking of 
playing ball is to come out, 
have fun and stay young.” 

Anita Kemp, 53, who re-
sides in south Sacramento, 
joined the club in 2011 and 
became a fixture at third 
base, first base or catcher on 
Tuesday nights. She plays 
on a couple of coed teams 
and said she wanted more 

softball, so a friend suggest-
ed she try the Golden Se-
niors. How has it worked 
out? She said she has not 
been disappointed and felt 
welcomed as a new mem-
ber. “It’s fun, to be honest 
with you. My other leagues 
are real competitive, true 5-
women, 5-men coed teams.” 
The Golden Seniors is “re-
ally a fun league.” And when 
a guy thinks he can hammer 
a grounder by her at third, 
she said she takes a great 
deal of pleasure in her abil-
ity to throw him out.

The GSSCS Tuesday 
night league has about a 
dozen women spread among 
six teams. The club would 
like to attract more wom-
en, and Anita said more 
women would join if they 
knew about Golden Se-
niors. The club needs to ad-
vertise.” (Note the ad in this 
newspaper.) “Everyone gets 
along and gives you a pat on 
the back. It’s a friendly en-
vironment.” 

The Wednesday and 
Thursday night leagues at-
tract more competitive play-

Golden Seniors Softball:  

A game for the ages and the ageless

ers, many who also play on 
tournament teams. 

Ernie Kidwell is one of 137 
current Golden Seniors “life 
members” who have played 
at least 15 consecutive years 
and attained the age of 75 
or 10 years and celebrated 
their 80th birthday. Kidwell, 

See Golden Seniors, page 8

Sp o r t s

Photo by Monica Stark
Protesting school closure. Photo by Lou Coppola



� The Land Park News  •  February 14, 2013  •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc. �www.valcomnews.com  •  February 14, 2013   •  The Land Park NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

real estate servicesloving companions

senior placement

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primrosealz.com
www.primrosealz.com

special alzheimer’s living your ad should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  (916) 429-9901

Your services are needed.
Your ad should be here.

your ad should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

estate planning

legal services

Choose from a Kitchenette, Studio, One-Bedroom or 
our spacious two-bath Deluxe One-Bedroom fl oor plan.

866-ESKATON  |  www.eskaton.org

ESKATON MONROE LODGE
3225 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento, CA 95818

916-441-1015

INDEPENDENT L IV ING WITH SERVICES

Carefree living.

Come in 

today for 

a tour and 

have lunch 

on us!

... in the Heart of Land Park

Features include:

Emergency pull cords
Staff on-site 24 hours a day
Easy freeway access
Beautiful party rooms and 
common lounges

Fully furnished guest rooms 
for visiting friends or relatives
Complimentary shuttle bus 
service and car service
Elegant dining room
Putting green and custom spa

who will turn 81 this year, lives in 
north Sacramento near Carmichael. 
He joined the club in 1991. He be-
gan playing in the night leagues and 
for the past decade has been playing 
Mondays and/or Tuesdays.”Why do 
I continue to play? Because I just like 
to play. I like the camaraderie, the fel-
lowship ... Softball is a good reason to 
get up and go somewhere.”   

While leagues for the 2013 sea-
son are scheduled to conduct drafts 
in February, the first league games are 
not scheduled until mid-March. Some 
leagues may have immediate openings 

for those wishing to sign up, or players 
can sign up, come out and play as sub-
stitutes or be permanently assigned to 
teams as roster vacancies occur. 

The club’s fees are very reasonable, 
Sansone said, amounting to less than 
$5 a game, and include uniform jer-
sey, cap and umpires. And the fees are 
prorated for players who come aboard 
later in the season. 

The club has a website, www.gsscs.
org, where details can be found on how 
to join. The club’s player agent, My-
ron Dahl (916 451-2450), can answer 
questions and provide sign-up forms. 

Each league plays 22 to 24 games in a 
season that runs into September and 
concludes with league championship 
playoffs and a picnic. 

The health and safety of club 
members is of paramount concern. 
Anita Kemp said the toughest thing 
for her was getting used to the base-
running rules that are designed to 
reduce the risk of injury from run-
ner-fielder collisions or from awk-
ward slides into bases. As many men 
and women join the club not having 
slid into a base in 20 years, sliding is 
not allowed.  

Besides special base-running 
rules, members are encouraged to 
sign up for training in the use of 
the club’s defibrillators, or AEDs, 
and to become certified by the Red 
Cross in CPR. According to doc-
tors, more than one Golden Seniors 
player is alive today because of this 
program and staying active on the 
ball field. 

Ron Roach is the editor of GSSC’s 
‘Dugout Chatter’ and active player 
in two leagues. Accompanied photos 
were taken by Lou Coppola.

Golden Seniors: Drafts for the leagues are underway
Continued from page 7
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Emma Chang, a fourth grader at Sutter-
ville has been a Girl Scout since Kindergar-
ten, joining as a Daisy. She is now a junior in 
Troop 1649. 

As a junior, Chang is currently working on 
her jeweler, government, detective, and scribe 
badges. She has just completed on the Agent 
of Change Journey. Upcoming badges her 
troop will be working on are: Cookie insights, 
gardening, animal habitats, flowers, and inde-
pendence. As a Brownie she earned 13 try-its. 

With cookie season just around the corner, 
Emma is gearing up to sell 995 boxes. Last 
year she sold more than 700. 

“My favorite cookie is the Thin Mint because 
I like flavor of chocolate and mint together. 
They are really good after being in freezer and 
eating them cold,” she said. 

Emma enjoys selling Girl Scout Cookies es-
pecially at booth sales because she gets to make 
change for the customers. She also likes attend-
ing the cookie rally her service unit puts on to get 
the troop excited and prepared to sell cookies. 

One of the most gratifying things Emma 
has done as a Girl Scout was during Scout 
Night at the River Cats game when she threw 
out the first pitch. 

Emma’s goal in Girl Scouts this year is to 
start working on her Bronze Award. Her troop 
decides, and acts, on service project that makes 
a positive change in the community. It the high-
est honor a Junior Girl Scout can achieve. 

Emma’s mother, Laura Chang, said her 
daughter has always been a very compassion-
ate and caring person. “She is more concerned 
for the well being of others than her own well 
being,” she said. Laura said her daughter’s 
sense of humor and love of the outdoors and 
athletic abilities make her proud.

“All that she has learned and experienced in 
Girl Scouts, she has been able to carry over 
to other parts of her life such as school and 
sports and I believe this has helped her to ac-
complish personal goals in these areas,” said 
her mother, Laura Chang.

Emma enjoys being outside, gardening, rid-
ing her bike, playing basketball and soccer, 
camping and hiking, her understanding of 
leave no trace. 

Being in Girl Scouts has helped Emma de-
velop her self-confidence, said Laura. “She 
has become more comfortable expressing her 
opinion especially when it differs from oth-
ers,” she said. “Her courage has also increased,” 
she said. Laura sees this when her daughter 
has new experiences such as at Camp Menzies 
(taking the horse on the trail instead of stay-
ing in the arena). 

In addition to learning how to ride horses in 
the arena and on the trail, Emma has done ar-
chery, hiked at Calaveras Big Trees, canoed in 
a lake, and watched a meteorite shower while 
sleeping under the stars in a meadow.

Emma loves to going to places with her 
troop such as the California Academy of Sci-
ences in San Francisco and overnight trips to 
Twain Harte to work on badges and bond as 
a troop.

The Girl Scout Law has helped to build and 
define her character. As a Daisy, she made a 
wall hanging with the Girl Scout Law and she 
still has it hanging on her wall.  

Girl Scout profile: 

Emma Chang
Faces and places

Girl Scout 
Cookie rally
Photos by Stephen Crowley
stephen@valcomnews.com

The Girls Scouts of Land 
Park held a cookie rally on 
Sunday, Jan. 13 at All Saints 
Episcopal Church.
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w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

F o r  o v e r 
3 6  y e a r s

v

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

1732 LARKIN WAy • $210,000
TREy bONETTI • 768-9360

2954 25TH STREET • $530,000  
TREy bONETTI • 768-9360

2334 IRvIN WAy
First time on the market in over 30 
years. This home oozes pride of 
ownership, from the gleaming hard 
wood floors to the lovely backyard 
w/sparkling pool. Master suite w/ca-
thedral ceilings, walk-in closet large 
bath w/double sinks. $294,000
mINDy DEFENbAUgH • 834-6202

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

3732 JEFFREy AvENUE
S. Curtis Park Cottage. Boasting period 
look & detail while blending modern 
design & function. Just completed, 
stylish & extensive remodel. All sys-
tems in home new & energy efficient. 
$275,000 
JAmES WALKER • 607-0519 
TANEA EvANS • 296-9451

2306 2ND AvENUE
Victorian in upscale Curtis Park. Total 
remodel 2011-’12. Historic look but 
modern function. Open floorplan, 
spacious entry, large living/dining 
room, huge kitchen & breakfast rm. 
3-4 bd, 3 full ba. $439,000
JAmES WALKER • 607-0519

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ lOw inTrOduCTOry COST
★ STArT AnyTiMe
★ liVe ClASSeS

Call: Ed Daniels •451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ MOnTHly CASH FlOw
★ TenAnT SCreening
★ MAinTenAnCe

Call: brittany Naucke• 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

2 RIvERSHORE COURT,
BeAuTiFul four bedroom two 
bath well layed out home with 
2783 Sq. Ft. and Japanese garden! 
$469,000 
SUSIE K. PARKER • 421-3546

2246 22ND AvENUE
Built on an expansive .17sz lot, good 
size bkyd, plenty of room on either 
side of the house. Hardwood floors, 
liv rm frplc. $199,000
TREy bONETTI • 768-9360

18 ALSTAN COURT
South land Park 1800+ Sq. Ft. 
single story three bedroom two 
bath best buy, equity home! 
$1,175,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 421-3546

S O L DS O L D

S O L D

2111 mARKHAm WAy
Owner carry possible for up to 5yrs 
at competitive rate w/strong down 
payment. 3bd 3ba home on Curtis 
Park’s storybook street, Markham 
way. Cosmetic fixer w/ good bones. 
needs kitchen, baths & floorcovering 
upgrades. $389,000
JAmES WALKER • 607-0519

PENDINGS O L D

S O L D

Crab Feed 2013 for 
Children’s Home

On Saturday, Feb. 23, there will be a crab feed to sup-
port the Sacramento Children’s Home. The event will 
take place at the Folsom Community Center, 52 Natoma 
St., Folsom. The event goes from 5 to 11 p.m. and is $50 
per person. There will be fresh crab, melted butter, sal-
ad, pasta, dessert, live and silent auctions. Dinner will be 
served at 6:30 p.m. Visit https://kidshome.ejoinme.org/
MyEvents/CrabFeed2013/tabid/433869/Default.aspx 
for more information.

Got News?
E-mail us, editor@valcomnews.com
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Choice, luxury                    and 

License #: 347004312

Greenhaven Estates
7548 Greenhaven Dr,  Sacramento, CA 95831

(916) 427-8887

www.PrestigeCare.com

fun
Here at Greenhaven Estates Assisted Living we

provide assisted living as well as Alzheimer’s and
dementia care in our Expressions community.

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Note: This is part one in a series 
regarding past and present details 
about the Sacramento Zoo.

While the Sacramento Zoo 
is celebrating its 85th birth-
day, it is a good time to pres-
ent some past and present de-
tails about this Land Park 
institution.

Opening its doors to the 
public for the first time on June 

2, 1927, the zoo – which was 
then known as the William 
Land Park Zoo – began its 
longtime tradition of providing 
a type of educational and enter-
taining experience that certain-
ly could not be obtained any-
where else in the city.

At the time of the zoo’s open-
ing, Sacramento was a much 
different place than it is today. 
Within the boundaries of the 
city, William Land Park was only 
four years old, the Memorial Au-
ditorium was just two years old, 

the Southern Pacific station was 
merely a year old, and the long 
lost, but certainly not forgotten 
Alhambra Theatre was prepar-
ing for its grand opening.

The zoo was also a much dif-
ferent place at that time, as it 
featured a collection of 40 ani-
mals on a 4.2 –acre site. In con-
trast, today’s zoo is located on 
14.3 acres and includes more 
than 500 native, rare and en-
dangered animals.

Among the zoo’s earlier res-
ident animals were deer, elk, 

buffalo, monkeys, squirrels, rac-
coons and Canada geese.

Some longtime Sacramen-
tans remember visiting the zoo 
during its earliest years.

Sacramento native Merle 
(Hendrix) Cale, for instance, 
recalled visiting the zoo during 
her childhood.

“It’s possible that I went to the 
zoo as early as 1927,” Cale said. 
“My mother (Elsie) and my fa-
ther (Jim) shot archery. They 
had their archery range up by 
Freeport Boulevard at William 
Land Park and we would go to 
the zoo while they were shoot-
ing (arrows). My oldest sister 
(Evelyn) and my youngest sis-
ter (Esther) would be with me. 
(The zoo) had lots of animals 
and you could watch them. We 
used to always like to watch the 
monkeys. They were always so 
funny. They sat there with their 
babies and they picked fleas off 
of them. It was not a big zoo at 
first. I can’t remember all the an-
imals. I know there were always 
lions there. We always had a fun 
time. We were a family and we 
did family (activities) together.”

By the 1950s, the zoo was 
still much smaller than it is 
today.

It was during that decade 
that Marvin Delfendahl, a 27-
year-old student at Sacramen-

to State College (today’s Sacra-
mento State University), began 
working on a special zoo-relat-
ed project.

At the time, the state college 
was located nearby the zoo at 
its original site on the Freeport 
Boulevard campus of Sacra-
mento Junior College – today’s 
Sacramento City College.

During an interview with this 
publication last week, Marvin, 
88, explained how he became 
involved with his zoo-related 
project in late 1951.

“A (professor of life scienc-
es), who is long deceased, his 
name was (Herbert O.) Jen-
kins,” Marvin said. “He was my 
advisor (at Sacramento State 
College), and he asked me one 
time, what do I want to do in 
the way of a thesis. And I said, 
‘I don’t know. Do you got any 
ideas?’ And he said, ‘Well, how 
about writing a guidebook 
about the zoo?’ And that’s 
about where it started and 
that’s where it ended.”

When completed, the guide-
book became the seventh edi-
tion in a series of publications 
written by students and oth-
ers. The series was initiat-
ed in 1950 through a gener-
ous monetary donation made 

Sacramento Zoo has provided entertainment, 
educational opportunities for 85 years by philanthropist Charles M. 

Goethe (1875-1966).
Although no attempt was 

made to issue any of these pub-
lications at any particular time, 
coincidentally, the guidebook 
to the zoo was published one 
day prior to the 25th anniver-
sary of the zoo’s opening.

In creating the zoo’s first guide-
book, Marvin desired to present 
the book’s readers with a “fuller 
idea of our animal world.”

But today, Marvin’s 64-page 
publication serves as a window 
into the past of the city’s then 
much smaller zoo.

One does not have to venture 
further than the book’s cover to 
observe an image of a notable 
part of the zoo’s history. Fea-
tured on the cover is a draw-
ing of one of the zoo’s all-time 
memorable animals – an ele-
phant named Sue.

This animal, which Marvin 
described in his book as being 
“perhaps more loved and shared 
by the people of a city than 
any other single zoo animal in 
the world,” was purchased for 
$4,000 through a drive initiat-
ed by The Sacramento Union.

In October 1948, Jacquelyn 
Bolton of Sacramento won a 
contest to name the elephant. 
Bolton, who chose the name, 
Sue, as an abbreviation for “Sac-
ramento Union elephant,” was 
awarded a week’s stay at Camp 
Sacramento.

Marvin divided his book into 
sections, which included primates, 
hoofed animals and carnivores.

Primates were listed in the 
book, as follows: chimpanzee, 
spider monkey, Cebus monkeys, 

squirrel monkey, dog-faced ba-
boon, Gibraltar ape, rhesus mon-
key and red-faced macaque.

The zoo’s hoofed animals 
were recognized in the book 
as axis deer, muntjac, Califor-
nia deer, wapiti (or elk), mou-
flon sheep, aoudad, eland, nil-
gai, giraffe, water buffalo, zebu, 
bison, yak, camel, llama, don-
key and zebra.

Marvin listed the zoo’s carni-
vores as sea lions, African lion, 
tiger, leopard, cougar, bobcat, 
black bear, wolf, coyote, fox-
es, dingo, badger, skunks, ring-
tailed cat, raccoon, coati-mun-
di, beaver, porcupine, kangaroo, 
ostrich, emu, adjutant stork 
and alligator.

In his book, Marvin also in-
cluded various trivial details re-

garding these animals. And 
among these details were the 
muntjac is “the deer that barks 
like a dog” and giraffes, despite 
their “strange proportions,” can 
carry their half-ton weight more 
than 30 miles per hour.

Due to a lack of space, the only 
reptile listed in the guidebook 
was the American alligator.

In the book’s introduction, 
Marvin, who graduated from 
Sacramento High School in 
1942 and also attended Sac-
ramento Junior College, noted 
that the zoo had experienced 
much growth since its “make-
shift beginning.”

And he added that the 
“big boom,” in which the 

Photo by Lance Armstrong 
Marvin Delfendahl holds a copy of his official zoo guidebook, which he wrote as a 
college student in the early 1950s. The 64-page book was once sold to local zoo 
visitors for 50 cents per copy.

See Zoo, page 16

See 85 years, page 15

85 years: Looking back to Zoo’s official guidebook
Continued from page 14
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zoo became one of the 
city’s major attractions 
within the then-previous 
decade, had occurred un-
der the direction of its then-
superintendent, Anthony A. 
Spencer.

Spencer, who Marvin noted 
had “spent much of his life in a 
world of animals,” assisted him 
with his guidebook project.

“(Spencer) said, ‘Talk to who-
ever you want and I’ll help you 
out on the pictures,’” Marvin re-
called. “He was always cooper-
ative. I would run across him, 
usually just walking around the 
(zoo). I got to know the zoo’s 
employees. I don’t know how 
many employees they had – 
12, 15, 18, 19 or something 
like that. They were friendly 
people and I could get all the 
help I needed, you know, infor-
mation from them. I used to 
go over there once in a while. 
It was kind of a fun place for 
me. Once you get to know the 
people working the cages, it’s an 
easy world. The whole (book 
project) happened in about six 
or seven months.”

Also assisting Marvin with 
his project were associate pro-
fessor of English Dr. George 

William Creel, who reviewed 
the manuscripts for the book, 
and life sciences instructor J. 
Harold Severaid, who shared 
his knowledge of the system of 
animal classification.

As reference materials for 
his book project, Marvin used 
George Gaylord Simpson’s 
“The Principles of Classifi-
cation and a Classification of 
Mammals” (1945) and Ernest 
Thompson Seton’s four-vol-
ume, eight-book set, “Lives of 
Game Animals” (1925-28).

Marvin said that prior to 
his interview for this article, 
he had not discussed details 
about the zoo with anyone for 
about 20 years.

And in thinking back on the 
zoo during the 1950s, he said, 
“Everything has changed there. 
I don’t think there are any ves-
tiges of any animals or ani-
mal families or anything like 
that. It’s so changed. And the 
entrance has also changed, 
(among) other things.”

Today, Marvin, who has two 
daughters and three grand-
children, continues to reside 
in Sacramento with his wife, 
Jeanne, who he married on 
June 23, 1951.

Zoo: How it’s changed since opening
Continued from page 15

By Corrie Pelc
corrie@valcomnews.com

February is Black History 
Month, and there are a num-
ber of opportunities for you 
and your family to celebrate in 
the Sacramento area. Here’s a 
look at just some of the events 
happening this month!

Quilt Exhibit to Highlight 
African-American 
Quilters & Quilts

Sisters Quilting Collective 
(SQC) will host its second 
annual quilt exhibit, “A Stitch 
in Time: The Past, Present 
and Future,” from February 
2 through 28 at The Brick-
house Art Gallery, 2837 36th 
Street, in Sacramento. 

The exhibit will highlight 
African-American quilters 
and quilts with a variety of 
programs, including quilting 
demonstrations, children’s ac-
tivities, quilt displays, lectures 
and film screenings. 

For more information, call 
916-475-1240 or visit www.
thebrickhousegalleryoakpark.
com.

Free Tribute Concert 
to Famed Female 
Jazz Singers

The Sacramento Public Li-
brary will present a musical 
tribute to famed women jazz 
singers at a free family concert 
at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, 
February 20, in the Tsako-
poulos Library Galleria at the 
Central Library, 828 I Street, 
Sacramento.

Jazz vocalist and recording 
artist Vivian Lee and her quar-
tet will celebrate divas of jazz 

– Carmen McRea, Billie Hol-
iday, Nancy Wilson and Di-
nah Washington.  Hear  the 
music and learn about the 
lives of these amazing African 
American women of the jazz 
world.  The jazz concert is 
one of numerous Black His-
tory Month programs sched-
uled at Sacramento Public Li-
brary locations throughout 
February.

For more information, call 
916-264-2920 or visit www.
saclibrary.org. 

Black History Month 
Family Festival

The Crocker Art Museum 
will celebrate Black History 
Month with a showcase of the 
art, culture, history and tradi-
tions of the African Diaspo-
ra through its Black Histo-
ry Month Family Festival on 
Monday, February 18, from 
11am-3pm. This free event 
will feature performances by 
musical storyteller Asheba, 
the Vukani Mawethu Choir, 
and the Sacramento/Black 
Art of Dance.

The Crocker Art Museum 
is located at 216 O Street. 
For more information, call 

916-808-7000 or visit www.
crockerartmuseum.org. 

Sacramento State 
Celebrates Black 
History Month

California State Universi-
ty Sacramento is offering a 
number of programs in cel-
ebration of Black History 
Month. 

On February 16, award-
winning author Eva Rut-
land, 95, will lead a discus-
sion about her life from her 
book, When We Were Col-
ored: A Mother’s Story, at 
12 noon in the Union Red-
wood Room at Sacramento 
State. 

On February 19, repre-
sentatives from Sacramen-
to State and the Califor-
nia State University system 
will visit churches in Sacra-
mento’s African-American 
community to urge young 
people and their parents to 
begin planning for college. 
President Alexander Gon-
zalez will visit St. Paul Mis-
sionary Baptist Church at 10 
am, and Joseph Sheley, Sac-
ramento State’s provost and 
vice president for Academ-
ic Affairs, will visit St. John 
Missionary Baptist Church 
at 10:45 am.

A photo exhibit by Feli-
cenne Ramey, “We Stand 
On Their Shoulders,” featur-
ing images of elder African 
Americans, will be on display 
from February 12 through 
March 15 at the Sacramento 

State Library lobby. The ex-
hibit is open during Library 
hours: 7:15 am-11 pm Mon-
day through Thursday; 7:15 
am-7 pm Friday; 8 am-5 pm 
Saturday; and 11 am-10 pm 
Sunday.

And Sacramento/Black 
Art of Dance will celebrate its 
“20th Anniversary Concert: 
Past, Present and Future” in 
the Solano Hall Dancespace. 
Performances are at 8 p.m. 
Feb. 16-18, 24 and 25; 2 p.m. 
Feb. 19 and 26; and 6:30 p.m. 
Feb. 22-23. Tickets are $5-
$12 and available at Sac State’s 
Ticket Office, 916-278-4323 
or www.tickets.com.

For more information, call 
916-278-6943 or visit www.
csus.edu. 

Sacramento Library 
Celebrates Black 
History Month

Local branches of the Sac-
ramento Public Library are 
offering a number of pro-
grams throughout February 
to help celebrate Black Histo-
ry Month. Here’s a look at a 
few – to find more, visit www.
saclibrary.org or call 916-264-
2920.

•	 Find Your Black Ancestors 
– Genealogy expert Lisa 
Lee will offer tips of trac-
ing your family’s black his-
tory roots on Friday, Feb-
ruary 15, at 3 pm at Belle 
Cooledge Library, 5600 
South Land Park Drive, in 
Sacramento. 

•	 The Black Kitchen – Cook-
ing from Our Heritage – 
Join a discussion about the 
rich culinary heritage and 
diverse recipe sources of the 
African American kitchen 
on Tuesday, February 19, at 
6 pm at the Carmichael Li-
brary, 5605 Marconi Ave-
nue. 

•	 Tar Beach: Faith Ring-
gold’s Story Quilts with 
ArtBeast – Hear a read-
ing of Faith Ringgold’s 
book, Tar Beach, and ex-
plore the author’s story 
quilts celebrating family 
heritage on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 21, at 4 pm at Ar-
cade Library, 2443 Marco-
ni Avenue, in Sacramento. 

•	 WaZoBia with Mr. Sun-
ny – WaZoBia means 
“Come! Come! Come!” 
in three distinct Nigeri-
an tribal languages and is 
an invitation of together-
ness and unity. Mr. Sunny 
shares the spirit of Africa 
with a cultural drum and 
dance program on Satur-
day, February 23, at 1:30 
pm at the Robbie Waters 
Pocket-Greenhaven Li-
brary, 7335 Gloria Drive, 
in Sacramento. 

•	 African American Inven-
tors – Magician Forrest 
Barnes introduces Afri-
can American inventors 
who have changed our 
lives with their remark-
able inventions on Satur-
day, February 23, at 2 pm 
at McKinley Library, 601 
Alhambra Blvd., in Sacra-
mento. 

Celebrate Black history! Events continue throughout the month

Photo courtesy of Vivian Lee.
Jazz vocalist and recording artist Vivian 
Lee. 

Got News?
E-mail us, editor@valcomnews.com
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Painting

COOK PAINTING
Full Service Company − Start to Finish

• Custom Painting    • Super clean, neat & fast
• Interior/Exterior    • Cabinets

Specializing in custom trim & moulding!
Color Consultants • Free Estimates

Freshen up
for Spring!
VCN Special

(916) 591-5056 In business since 1982
 CSL# 432951

tree servicerOOFing tree service

Plumbing

MIDTOWN
PLUMBING

Licensed
Plumbing Contractor
Since 1973

Reasonable Residential Work • Repairs  •  Re-Pipes
Sewers • Water Heaters  •  Drains  •  Disposals Etc.

CSL # 284755 • Fully Bonded & Insured • Accepts all major credit cards
916-393-2109 Cell 275-8236

BAXTER TILE
EXPERT INSTALLATION
REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic • Marble • Granite
Floors • Counters • Walls

33 Years Experience • FREE Estimates

916-213-4669
License #668100

tile WOrK

realtOr

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

Full service Plumbing

rOOter service

Plumbing

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com
CALL 456-7777

Painting

hardWOOd FlOOring

specializing in installing, sanding, 
and finishing hardwood flooring 

Call michael – (916) 383-8742
lic # 544159/References Available

Hardwood Flooring

landscaPing

gary’s Painting
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

mcclatchy ‘67

Painting

Call  429-9901

your ad here

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

handyman

FReedom HAndymAn seRviCe

licensed and insured #152902

i specialize in all areas of home improvement !

carpentry - electrical –sprinklers - Plumbing
accepts all major credit cards

“senior discount”

Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

nO JOb tOO small! call eric (916) 470-3488

handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• rain gutter cleaning
• rOtOtilling/& sOd Placement
• cOncrete remOval
• yard clean-uP/hauling
• Pressure Washing

sPecials FOr seniOrs/*serving the area FOr Over 15 yrs*

lic#128758/Ref

Clean-up Specials!

hardWOOd FlOOring

orGaniZinG

CLUTTER got you down?

For a professional in-home consultation
call Ilene @ Simply Living (916) 834-0881

                                  w w w.BClutterFree.com    . . .Where  yo u r  c l u t te r  f re e  l i f e  b e g i n s . . .

Full service professional organizer
Home • O�ce • Closets to garages

10% Senior discount

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

Sunshine Electrical

Security Lighting
Upgrades/Remodels/Repairs

Spa Electrical
FREE Estimates/Small jobs OK

 (916)752-5308
Ca License # 633853 (Liability Insured)

ELECTRICAL

Residential Specialist

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be 
here.

Ad design is free.

(916) 429-9901

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

FENCING

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231 

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Window Cleaning (inside/out/screens washed)
• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

Land Park News
Home Improvement Guide

call Melissa at 429-9901 to advertise your service 

ADDITION SPECIALIST

VENTURA CONSTRUCTION

Lic# 329932

SMALL JOBS ~ BIG JOBS
• Custom Concrete Work • Pool Decks • Walks • Tile Work

• All types of Handyman work • Painting • Hauling • Cleaning
• Custom Wrought Iron • Fence  Work & Repairs

• Yards • Gutters • Rug Installation • Electrical work
• Pressure Washing • Window/Screen Washing In & Out

Call  (916) 826-2534

CONSTRUCTION/HANDYMAN

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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Sacramento County 
Grand Jurors’ Association
An association of former Grand 
Jurors and citizens interested in 

work of Civil Grand Juries.
Winter Meeting, Wed., February 20 

11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Christ Community, 5025 Manzanita Ave., 

Carmichael 95608
Guest Speaker: Marcos Breton, 

Sacramento Bee Columnist
Lunch available for $15. Open to All. 

Information/lunch reservation: 
Emma Fravesi  pfravesi@pacbell.net

31st Annual

Spring Craft Faire
Saturday, March 2, 2013

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. FREE

Over 90 Crafters!!
Great shopping for specialty gifts!

Mission Oaks Community Center
4701 Gibbons Drive, Carmichael

972-0336 MORPD.com

CALL AND PLACE YOUR 
EVENT TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

COMPUTERS
GOT COMPUTER PROBLEMS? 
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $45/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area,  travel charge will apply. Problem not 
fixed? No pay! Free estimates/consultation. 
Call cell# 296-7161

EaST SaC hOUSE fOR REnT
hOUSE fOR REnT
2 BR/1BA with garage, laundry room. In East 
Sacramento on 52nd St., near Elvas Ave. Avail-
able March 2013. CallJohn (831) 624-7230 or 
(831) 241-1729.

fURniTURE
fURniTURE

Twin Bed with mattress. Has foot board and head 
board. (916) 457-3367.

#1 BOOkkEEPER
30 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info

BOOkkEEPinG

Tax PREPaRER

#1 Tax PREPaRER
30 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax 
returns including Corp & Partnerships. We pre-
pare expertly all past tax returns including all 
State returns. Get the most deductions allowed 
to you by law. CTEC Registered & Bonded. 
Please call for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. Same low 
1990 rates. www.taxirene.info

advERTiSE  yOUR REnTaLS

Call 429-9901

handyMan
handyMan SERviCES
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call Steven 
at 230-2114.

handyMan
Rain Gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, 
pressure washing/power spray, hauling, yard 
work,  painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-
up, fence repairs, light tree trimming, & more. 
Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247.  Specials for 
seniors. Licensed.

haRWOOd fLOORinG
haRdWOOd fLOORinG
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring. Or repair 
and refurbish your existing flooring. Call Michael at  
(916) 383-8742. References available/Lic#544159

hELP WanTEd
fREELanCE WRiTERS WanTEd
Seeking freelance reporters for local community 
newspaper group. Ability to take photos a plus. 
Please send resume, cover letter and three writing 
samples to editor@valcomnews.com

hOUSEkEEPinG
hOUSEkEEPinG
Reasonable rates - charges by the job. Monday 
through Sunday. Attention to detail. Many satisfied 
customers. Will also do laundry. Call Lupe at 916 
893-5699 or 254-2818.

MaTTRESS fOR SaLE
MaTTRESS fOR SaLE

Queen Pillowtop Mattress set 
 $150 new in plastic

 Call/ Text (209) 210-8211

Sell your furniture
in the classifieds

call Melissa at 429-9901
List your auto for sale in 

the classified adsSell your car! 429-9901 Classified ads work

Faces and Places: 

Panama Pottery’s 
first Centennial 
Celebration of 2013
Photos by Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

It was a beautiful afternoon on Saturday, Feb. 9, as hun-
dreds of people danced in the Panama Pottery yard to mu-
sic by Jerry Lopes, celebrating the business’s hundredth 
year of existence. Revelers got to tour the facility and vis-
it with artists from the Panama Artists Collective. Food 
trucks and miniature cupcakes satisfied the appetites of 
the hungry. Panama Pottery will be offering various class-
es starting in April. For more information on that, call 
452-7181. Panama Pottery is located at 4421 24th St. 

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.
 

Ongoing: 
Celebration Arts presents A Life 
a drama by Anne Peters.
Shows Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 8 
p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. through March 
2 Eunice Katem, a feisty, 74 year old, Jamai-
can and former school teacher has lived a 
strong and independent life. Now recuperat-
ing from a heart attack, her independence is 
in jeopardy.  Eunice has been removed from 
her home by her daughter. Eunice is ada-
mant about returning and is determined to 
have her way even though she recognizes the 
realities of old age. The production features 
Patricia Coleman, Debbie Reeves, Cynthia 
Drumbor and Mericus Adams. Tickets are 
$15 general, $13 students and seniors. On 
Thursday night all seats are $8. Tickets on-

line at mycommunityevents.com. Call (916) 
455-2787 for information and reservations. 
Celebration Arts Theatre is located at 4469 
D St.  Sacramento.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
The Sacramento Rose Society meets the 
second Thursday of each month at 7:30 
p.m. at the Shepard Garden & Arts Center, 
3330 McKinley Blvd., in East Sacramento. 
For more information, visit www.sactorose.
org/sacramentorosesociety.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fair Oaks Library to unveil a new 
Families and Books Center
Feb. 16-March 23:  The Sacramento Public 
Library will be renovating the children’s room 
at the Fair Oaks branch, 11601 Fair Oaks 
Boulevard, Fair Oaks, February 16 through 
March 23.  The children’s area will become the 
new Families and Books Center.  For more in-
formation, call the Sacramento Public Library 
at (916) 264-2920 or visit www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Kit Carson schedules additional 
IB info nights
Parents are invited to learn about the In-
ternational Baccalaureate program. Come 
learn about Kit Carson’s transition to an In-
ternational Baccalaureate school for grades 
7 through 12. Campus tours are held every 
Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.  Tours 
are a great opportunity to see a school in ac-
tion. There is no need to call in advance. 
5301 N St, Sacramento.  95819. For more 
information, call 277-6750.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Travel club meetings slated at 
Arcade Library
The Sacramento Public Library invites 
all travelers to its monthly “No Reserva-
tions Travel Club” meetings at 7 p.m. on 
the first Tuesday of each month at the Ar-
cade branch, 2443 Marconi Ave. The free 
adult meetings feature a speaker, plus time 
for exchanging travel information within the 
group. 264-2920 or visit www.saclibrary.org.

February

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Feb. 14: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors 

welcome. 7:30 a.m., every Thursday. Avia-
tors Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd. (916) 
684-6854. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mission Oaks Computer Club meeting
Feb. 14: The Mission Oaks Computer Club 
will meet from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at Mis-
sion Oaks  Community Center, 4701 Gib-
bons Dr., Carmichael. The meeting topic will 
be “Future of Health Care and Telemedicine”. 
A problem solving clinic, led by Adam Lac-
ey of Applications, Etc, will follow. 366-1687, 
www.missionoakscomputerclub.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

North Franklin Business District 
Association Meeting
Feb. 14: Meeting to be held at 8 a.m., 5383 
Franklin Blvd., Suite F.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Stockton Boulevard Partnership 
Meeting
Feb. 14: Meeting to be held at 9 a.m. at the 
Stockton Blvd Partnership Resource Center 
5625 Stockton Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Feb. 15: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-

8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Crab feed fundraiser to benefit 
Horses, Hope and Healing
Feb. 15: Starting at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Horseman’s Association, located at 
3200 Longview Dr., the crab feed will 
benefit Horses, Hope and Healing, a 
nonprofit that provides free horseback 
riding lessons to inner city youth.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘A Stitch in Time: The Past, Pres-
ent and Future’
Feb. 16: Presented by the Sisters Quilting 
Collective in celebration of Black History 
Month. “Stitching from the Soul”. Alice Cal-
houn, hand quilter will hold a presentation 
from 1 to 2 p.m. and Jan Hollins, textile de-
signer/quilter will present at 3 p.m. 2837 
36th St. Sacramento. 613-7401, 475-1240.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Tet Parade
Feb. 16: Starting at 10 a.m., starting at cor-
ner of Stockton Boulevard and Fruitridge 
Road.  
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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Good Fortune Concert with Sac-
ramento Youth Symphony  and  
Comedian Paula Poundstone to 
benefit library
Feb. 16: Comedian, author and panelist 
Paula Poundstone will join forces with the 
Friends of the Sacramento Public Library 
to raise funds for the Library during her ap-
pearance in Sacramento. The Friends will be 
selling Poundstone’s book,  There’s Noth-
ing in This Book That I Meant to Say, at the 
show and will receive a percentage of the pro-
ceeds from the sales. Paula Poundstone is 
well known as a stand-up comedian, author, 
Emmy-winning television performer and reg-
ular panelist on the popular National Pub-
lic Radio quiz show, “Wait, Wait...Don’t Tell 
Me.” The event is scheduled for the Crest 
Theatre, 1013 K Street, at 7:30 p.m. Advance 
ticket prices range from $27 to $42.To pur-
chase tickets, contact www.tickets.com on-
line or call 800-225-2277. For more infor-
mation about the Friends of the Sacramento 
Public Library call 916-264-2880 or visit the 

web site, http://saclibrary.org/About-Us/
Friends-of-The-Library/.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 	

Firebird Youth Chinese Orchestra
Feb. 16: Celebrate The New Year with tradi-
tional Western and classical Chinese instru-
ments and music with the Youth Symphony, 
Premier Orchestra and Firebird Youth Chi-
nese Orchestra presents the Good Fortune 
Concert at 7 p.m. at Hiram Johnson High 
School, 6879 14 Ave., Sacramento, 95820. 
www.sacramentoyouthsymphony.org or call 
916-731-5777. The Premier Orchestra of 
the Sacramento Youth Symphony under the 
direction of Michael Neumann joins Gor-
don Lee and the Firebird Youth Chinese Or-
chestra of San Jose with east and west flavor. 
Works by Californians Gordon Lee and Pab-
lo Ortiz will be performed.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

NorCal Big Band Preservation 
Society
Feb. 17: First band 1-2 Lague Creek Jass band 
, Major band 2-5  Swing Masters (16 PC) Big 

Band. Sacramento Elks Lodge No. 6, located 
6446 Riverside Blvd at Florin Rd. Dance will 
go on from 1 to 2 p.m. Tickets now for as low 
as $10. Call 444-6138 for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Clubs of Arden-Arcade, 
Carmichael
Feb. 19: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors wel-
come, every Tuesday. Arden-Arcade meets 
at noon, Jackson Catering and Events, 1120 
Fulton Ave. (916) 925-2787. Carmichael 
meets at 6 p.m., Palm Street Pub & Grill, 
6416 Fair Oaks Blvd. www.rotary.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Hands on History:  By Land and 
By Sea’ event at Sutter’s Fort
Feb. 16: Through exciting demonstrations 
and fun hands-on activities, docents will 
help Fort visitors understand the two differ-
ent ways emigrants originally came to Cal-
ifornia -- by land or by sea -- while sharing 
the unique challenges they faced and what 
daily life was like during their journeys.  As 
an event highlight, the Mexican-American 
war fife and drum corps will be visiting Sut-
ter’s Fort SHP to take part in special activi-
ties that include a visually-exciting flag rais-
ing ceremony, marching demonstrations and 
more. Multiple hands-on activities await 
Fort visitors as they will help pack a wagon 
or trunk, make choices about what to bring 
along for their “journey of a lifetime,” learn 
how to use a nautical compass, hoist a lad-
en barrel, weave rope and simple knots, cre-
ate maps with available resources, and even 

join the Navy and receive pay in Stonington 
Bank $2 bills. For more information about 
this special “Hands on History” event, or 
other events and activities at Sutter’s Fort, 
call 445-4422 or visit www.suttersfort.org
Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park is located at 
2701 L St., Sacramento. Fort hours:  10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Cannon firing demonstrations:  11 
a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m., Musket demonstrations 
periodically throughout the day. $7 per adult 
(18 and older), $5 per youth (ages 6-17), free 
for children 5 years and under. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community discussion on 
veganic farming
Feb. 17: Steph Litus a volunteer for Animal 
Place, a Sanctuary and Education Center in 
Vacaville, will speak at the Sacramento Veg-
etarian Society’s potluck at the Grange locat-
ed at 3823 V St. (Corner of Stockton Blvd. 
and V St.). She will talk about the vegan-
ic farming taking place at Animal Place and 
their plans for starting a veganic CSA, with a 
drop-off location in Sacramento. Veganic 
produce is grown without animal fertilizers.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimist International of 
Sacramento North meeting
Feb. 19: An organization for the betterment 
of women and children meets at the atria El 
Camino Gardens at 2426 Garfield, Carmi-
chael. Call Sheila at 624-4643.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Feb. 20: Meets at noon, Evan’s Kitchen, 855 
57th St. Sacramento. www.eastsacrotary.com. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Basic computer classes offered 
Feb. 13 and 20 at Sacramento’s 
Central Library
Feb. 20: The Sacramento Public Library in-
vites first-time computer users to learn the 
basics of the computer, keyboard and mouse 

at a free class at 10 a.m. at the Central Li-
brary, 828 I St. No experience is necessary 
in this relaxed, fun Oasis Connections class. 
Registration is required by calling the li-
brary at 264-2920.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento State’s Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble performance
Feb. 20: Starts at 7:30 p.m. in the Music 
Recital Hall on campus, 6000 J St. Tickets 
are $10 general, $7 seniors and $5 for stu-
dents, and are available at the University 
Ticket Office, 278-4323 or www.csus.edu/
sfsc/ticketoffice/. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Feb. 21: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors 
welcome. 7:30 a.m., every Thursday. Avia-
tors Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd. (916) 
684-6854. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rev. Jesse Duplantis to speak at 
Victory Life Bible Church
Feb. 21: Victory Life Bible Church invites 
you to come hear Rev. Jesse Duplantis at the 
DoubleTree Hotel, 2001 Point West Way at 
7 p.m. Musical praise begins at 6 p.m.  Ar-
rive early for free on-street parking. Hotel 
provides gated parking for $4. Call Victo-
ry Life Bible Church for further informa-
tion, 331-8306.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The basics of bees discussion
Feb. 21: Bees never sleep, work 24 hours a day, 
need sunshine to harvest nectar, and usual-
ly stay inside the hive at night.  The Sacramen-
to Public Library invites all ages to learn more 
about bees at 3:30 p.m. at the North Natomas 
branch, 4660 Via Ingoglia. Bee behavior will 
be discussed and fun bee facts shared. Spon-
sored by the Friends of the North Natomas 
Library. 264-2920 or visit www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Area 4 Agency on Aging public hearing
Feb. 21: The Area 4 Agency on Aging 
is holding a public hearing from 10 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. at 2260 Park Towne Cir-
cle, Ste. 100, Sacramento. The topic of 
discussion “How to Spend Federal Mon-
ey for Senior Programs (including nu-
trition, transportation, caregiver support 
and others).”
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Extreme couponing workshop pre-
sented at North Natomas Library
Feb. 21: The Sacramento Public Library 
will provide money-saving tips at the su-
permarket at 7 p.m. at the North Natomas 
branch, 4660 Via Ingoglia. Adults can learn 
how to take full advantage of grocery dis-
count coupons at the free program, present-
ed by Golden1 Credit Union. 264-2920 or 
visit www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Feb. 22: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-
8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community Fruit Harvest
Feb. 23: From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Communi-
ty Fruit Harvest, Colonial Heights library, 
located at 4799 Stockton Blvd, Sacramen-
to, CA 95820. Please register online in ad-
vance of the events.  For more information 
and/or to register, please contact Ran-
dy Stannard at rstannard@soilborn.org or 
(530) 204-8082 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘A Stitch in Time: The Past, Pres-
ent and Future’
Feb. 23: Presented by the Sisters Quilt-
ing Collective in celebration of Black His-
tory Month. Keynote speaker Alice Beas-
ley, quilter and artist to present from 1 to 2 
p.m. Alice has been creating fabric portraits, 
quilts and wire sculptures since 1988. She 
is a member of the African American Quilt 
Guild of Oakland and the Studio Art Cul-
ture Association. 2837 36th St. Sacramento. 
613-7401, 475-1240.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Race to help San Juan family find 
cure for childhood disease
Feb. 24: Kate Mathany, a San Juan Unified 
alum and teacher started the Getty Owl Foun-
dation to honor her daughter, Getty, who was 
diagnosed with Spinal Muscular Atrophy, the 
top genetic killer in children under the age of 
2. The foundation works to spread awareness 
about SMA, advocates for and supports fam-
ilies affected by SMA and raises funds to help 
find a cure. The foundation is holding its sec-
ond annual Getty Owl 5k/10k run/walk next 
month to raise funds for the nonprofit. The 
event includes a 1/4 mile kids run at 8:05 
a.m.; 5k and 10k at 8:30 a.m.  The race will be 
held at Crocker Park, downtown Sacramen-
to on O Street between Second and Third 
Streets (next to the Crocker Art Museum). To 
register, visit: http://gettyowl.org/events/run/
race-information/
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bamboo flute artist Shantala 
Subramanyam performs
Feb. 24: As part of Sacramento State’s World 
Music Concerts. The concert is at 7 p.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 24 in the Music Recital Hall on 
campus, 6000 J St.  Subramanyam has toured 
extensively across South India, America and 
Europe. Tickets are $15 general, $12 seniors 
and $8 students and are available at the Uni-
versity Ticket Office, (916) 278-4323 or 
www.csus.edu/sfsc/ticketoffice/. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free golf lessons offered at Bing 
Maloney Golf Complex
Feb. 24: Are you interested in starting to play 
golf, but not sure where to begin? Bing Malo-
ney is offering Free Family Clinics for 2013. 
These clinics are family oriented for any lev-
el of golfer. Each clinic will be held on Sun-
days from 1 to 2:15 p.m. at the Bing Maloney 
Golf Course: 6801 Freeport Blvd. in Sacra-
mento. Call 808-2283 for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Valencia Young Pianist Competi-
tion free concert
Feb. 25: The finalists from Sacramento State’s 
annual Valencia Young Pianist Competition will 
present a free concert at 7:30 p.m. in the Music 
Recital Hall on campus, 6000 J St. The compe-
tition draws artists between the ages of 15 and 
22 competing for three cash prizes. 278-5191.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Clubs of Arden-Arcade, 
Carmichael
Feb. 26: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors wel-
come, every Tuesday. Arden-Arcade meets 
at noon, Jackson Catering and Events, 1120 
Fulton Ave. (916) 925-2787. Carmichael 
meets at 6 p.m., Palm Street Pub & Grill, 
6416 Fair Oaks Blvd. www.rotary.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Once upon a time there was a tree
PHOTO CREDIT: Copyright by Susanne George 

Once upon a time there was a tree. That’s the title 
of the above art piece by Susanne George, which is 
now on display at the Coffee Garden gallery, located 
at 2904 Franklin Blvd. Inspired by the trees of Sacra-
mento, George has created a collection of pen and ink 
drawings that bring a new awareness to how we look 
at trees. George moved to Sacramento in the 1990s 
to pursue her love of art from Montana. She started a 
greeting card business of which the tree collection is 
a popular line. 



SACRAMENTO • LAND PARK • SIERRA OAKS • EAST SACRAMENTO • CARMICHAEL • WEST SACRAMENTO • GREENHAVEN

for current home listings, please visit:

DunniganRealtoRs.com

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

CLASSIC S LAND PARK HOME
Original 3 bedroom 2 bath home on a highly desired street! 
This home has excellent curb appeal and large private yard 
with a nice sized covered patio.  Nice floor plan with separate 
living and family rooms, wood floors and fire places in living 
room and family room. $249,000

MONA GERGEN247-9555

FABULOUS S LAND PARK HILLS
5 bedroom 3 bath with a pool in a highly desirable neighborhood 
of custom homes! Great features such as loads of space, new 
HVAC, replastered pool, heavy shake roof, extra deep garage 
and clean as a whistle. Remote 5th bedroom makes a great 
office. $439,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

LAND PARK SPANISH
Stylish 2 bedroom 2½ bath home in the heart of Land Park.  
Oversized rooms, granite kitchen, family room and pretty 
hardwood floors. Bonus room off of the garage is perfect office 
or art studio! Newer central heat & air system.  Just steps to 
William Land Park! Don’t miss this one. $529,000 

PAULA SWAYNE 443-1229

LAND PARK CHARMER
Adorable two bedroom home with a classic living room featuring 
hardwood floors and a cozy fireplace. The kitchen has been 
remodeled with newer cabinets and flooring, stainless appli-
ances and Quartz countertops. Don't miss the bonus room 
with kitchenette and full bath! $329,000

KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458

SOUTH LAND PARK TERRACE
Charming 3 bedroom 2 bath home in South Land Park! 
You will love the wood flooring, updated kitchen with 
newer appliances, ceiling fans throughout, separate fam-
ily room/den area, covered patio, and large backyard. 
$269,000

ERIN STUMPF 342-1372

LOVELY S LAND PARK
Handsome 3 bedroom 2 bath home wi th updated 
k i tchen,  pret ty  hardwood f loors and fami ly  room 
w i t h  c o z y  f i r e p l a c e .   2 - c a r  a t t a c h e d  g a r a g e , 
a l l  beau t i fu l l y  ma in ta ined  and  wa i t i ng  fo r  you !   
$279,500 

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

WALK TO LAND PARK
This spacious three bedroom home has all the classic charm 
with a vintage fireplace, hardwood floors, dual pane window, 
an open floor plan, and sweet yard on nearly a third of an acre. 
The kitchen has been remodeled and has a large eating area. 
Also included is a large 2 car garage. $515,000 

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

SPACIOUS CURTIS PARK
Perfect family home with 3 bedrooms and 2 baths! Newer 
home close to Curtis Park. Walk to Gunthers Ice Cream and 
various coffee shops. Close to downtown and transportation. 
Deep backyard is great for family fun. Move in ... and enjoy! 
$239,900

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

S LAND PARK CHARM
Original owner home with 1685 sq.ft. is nestled on a deep lot. 
There is both a formal dining room and a breakfast nook, and 
the family room looks out to the private backyard. It also has 
a 2-car detached garage. Waiting for you to personalize it and 
love it for many years as this family has. $279,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

PENDING

for current home listings, please visit:

DunniganRealtoRs.com

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753
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