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By GREG BROWN
greg@valcomnews.com

Back in December, I told you how 
the Curtis Park Village project will 
no longer have a park that was in the 
original plan. A pond will replace the 
park. Sacramento City Councilman 
Jay Schenirer had to be the bearer of 
bad news at the CPNA meeting.

At the recent Curtis Park Village 
meeting, developer Paul Petrovich 
and his trusty sidekick architect Phil 
Harvey recently presented the pro-
posed changes to a packed house at 
the Sierra 2 Center. It was standing 
room only.

I should have brought popcorn and 
a Coke. It was quite a show.
"e meeting was started with Sche-

nirer telling everybody that the pro-
posal has “a lot of pieces down the 
road.” It will have to go before the Sac-
ramento City Planning Commission 
and also the Sacramento City Council. 
In other words, it’s not a done deal.

Schenirer was a great opening act. 
He assured residents that he would 
listen to their cares and concerns 
about the new proposal and that their 
input was valued. He said, “you will 
be heard by me and you will be heard 
by the developer. "at’s my commit-
ment to you.”
"en it was Paul Petrovich’s turn. 

Paul asked, “Can you hear me without 
the microphone?” "e crowd imme-

diately all started to shout out, “No” 
and “Use the mic.” "at’s when Paul 
said: “Our first controversy”, creating 
some laughter. It broke the tension in 
the room.

And that’s how it began. I was trans-
fixed by the whole thing. Petrovich 
and the active community in Curtis 
Park have a history. "ere’s no love 
lost. "ere’s a lot of passion and dra-
ma with a dose of sarcasm.

Back in June of last year, Petrovich 
found out the detention requirements 
for the project had resulted in the ex-
isting neighborhood pushing 250,000 
gallons of water into the site. He says 
that destroyed their ability to have 
the park as they presented it before. 
Drainage law states that if you have an 
existing condition, the new developer 
needs to deal with it.

He showed a visual of Leonardo da 
Vinci K-8 School’s playground where 
they have a 4-acre detention basin. 
Petrovich called it, “Muddy, mucky, 
and really can’t be used.” So, Petrovich 
and Company decided against a de-
tention basin.
"e new plan is to build a year-

round pond. "ere would also be 
green space surrounding the pond 
100 feet wide and 340 feet long with 
benches and play structures. Instead 
of a detention basin like da Vinci has, 
a retention pond.
"ey are also required to have a cer-

tain amount of park space, and since 

the project doesn’t have enough park 
space, they have to pay $1.9 million 
in Quimby fees, which are costs to a 
developer in lieu of park space. "ey 
hope to use those fees to improve the 
existing 17-acre-park in Curtis Park. 
Petrovich called it a “win win.”
"en it was time for questions by 

the Curtis Park residents.
A couple of residents were con-

cerned about the 20-foot deep pond 
not having a fence around it. He invit-
ed them to go to Natomas or McKin-
ley Park. "en the resident said, 
“McKinley isn’t 6 feet deep. Petrovich 
responded by stating, “What’s the dif-
ference after 6 feet deep?”

Most of the concerns were about 
less green space for the Curtis Park 
Village project. Water is not park; it’s 

not useable space. I can see why the 
residents would be concerned and 
not all that thrilled with the proposed 
change.

Some residents came up with 
other ideas to make the project 
more green.

Dan Pskowski mentioned that all 
detention basins are not muddy and 
mucky like the one at Leonardo da Vin-
ci. He pointed out that Banfleth Park at 
950 Shamus in South Sacramento has 
a detention basin with trees surround-
ing it. He said kids play soccer on it and 
there’s supposedly no muddy mess.

Petrovich said, they’d look into it.
Another resident asked what oth-

er storm water solutions were explored? 

Photos by Greg Brown
Paul Petrovich presents his new proposal to Curtis Park residence at the Sierra 2 Center.

See OTF, page 5
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"ere are French drains and 
other Subterranean best man-
agement practices they could use 
in lieu of the retention basin.

Petrovich said “after all the 
engineering and working with 
the Department of Utilities, 
the pond was the optimum 
solution.”

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Another idea was for a 
couple of little pocket parks. 
Former Curtis Park Presi-
dent Rosanna Herber said 
her biggest concerns was 
Petrovich has added so many 
more homes and taken away 
so much green space.

She suggested to Petrovich 
that he “give us a couple small 
pocket parks in the develop-
ment. Maybe even one little 
pocket park around the her-
itage tree that everybody has 
fought to save.”

Herber ended by saying, “I 
just want everyone to know 
that the decision maker in 
this room is that man over 
there (pointing Jay Sche-
nirer). I don’t believe that 
Paul Petrovich is going to 
walk away from this proj-
ect or build a huge amount 
of commercial space when 
with a little more compro-
mise, this could turn out to 
be great.” The crowd roared 
its approval.

OTF:
Continued from page 4

By MONICA STARK
editor@valcomnews.com

When love is in the air, a beautiful 
serenade from a Capitolaires Barber-
shop Chorus quartet might be the per-
fect surprise for your sweetie. Along 
with a performance of love songs be-
tween “Let Me Call You, Sweetheart” 
and “Story of the Rose: Heart of my 
Heart”, members will present the lucky 
one with a silk rose, box of chocolates 
and a personalized greeting card from 
the sender. In the past, such gifts have 
come with marriage proposals, with 
future grooms on bended knee.

Besides singing to the romantics, the 
Capitolaires have received requests to per-
form their Singing Valentines in schools, 
usually by the request of a teacher for her 
class and also in businesses where co-
workers have gotten to enjoy the harmo-
nizing of a tenor, baritone, bass and lead. 
Simply put, singer Joe Samora told Valley 
Community Newspapers: “We do songs 
for men and women.”

Last year, the Capitolaires sold 47 val-
entines. One quartet had 16 valentines 
to sing in one day, with 12 being the typ-
ical amount. While they generally stick 
to the greater Sacramento area, Samo-
ra said last year they accepted a request 
from a military officer serving in Af-
ghanistan for a Singing Valentine for his 
sweetheart who was living in Yuba City. 
Also in the past, they delivered a Singing 
Valentine to a staff member in the May-

or’s Office and also sang to nurses and 
donors at BloodSource. 
"is year, the organization is hoping 

to sell 60 valentines and performed 
amongst the five quartets.

With more than 30 members of local 
singing phenomenon, the Capitolaires 
turns 70 years old in 2016. Formed in 
1946, it is the second oldest barbershop 
harmony chorus along the Northwest 
coast with Reno being the first. Besides 
the annual Singing Valentines fundrais-
ing event, the group performs for chil-
dren and their families each December 
at the Polar Express event where Santa 
and trains mixed with Christmas mu-
sic gets visitors in the holiday spirit.
"e Capitolaires belong to the Sac-

ramento Metro Chamber of Com-

merce and are sponsored by Sacra-
mento Metro Arts Commission as 
they have qualified to receive grants 
for the past several years. From events 
like the Singing Valentines and the 
Polar Express, they raise funds to help 
pay for teaching four-part harmony 
to high school boys at a camp in Pol-
lock Pines each September. "e boys 
memorize the words and the notes.
"e quartets will deliver the Singing 

Valentines on Friday Feb. 14 and on Sat-
urday, Feb. 15 between the hours of 8 
a.m. and 10 p.m. with a four hour de-
livery window for $50. If you’re interest-
ed in giving the gift of song, all you have 
to do is call (888) 877-9806 or order at 
www.capitolaires.org and express where 
you want the quartet to show up.

Unique Valentine’s gift: Singing Valentines
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: !is is part eight in a series 
regarding Sacramento area cemeteries.

On the western end of the 7 ¾ 
-acre, rectangular-shaped Mason-
ic Lawn Cemetery at 2700 Riv-
erside Blvd. is an elevated area 
with some of the cemetery’s old-
est monuments.

That area, which is identified on a 
c. 1930s map of the cemetery as the 
“old section,” has a history predat-
ing the establishment of the Mason-
ic cemetery.

Historically, that “old section” was 
recognized as part of the Sunset Hill 
Cemetery, noted Don Mac Vicar, 
manager of Masonic Lawn Cemetery.

In speaking about the Sunset Hill 
Cemetery, Mac Vicar, who admitted 
that he was no expert on that cem-
etery’s history, said, “I think it start-
ed out being a privately owned cem-
etery, and eventually (the Masons) 
made the big purchase of the land, 
all that was included and agreed 
that we would take care of the stuff 
that was already there. It’s the only 
section (on the current cemetery 
grounds), supposedly, where stand-
up monuments were allowed until 
more recent times. There is a lot of 
beautiful stonework back there.”

Included in the 1880 book, “His-
tory of Sacramento County, Cal-
ifornia,” is a brief reference to the 
Sunset Hill Cemetery that reads: 

“Sunset Hill Cemetery is located 
directly south of the city cemetery 
(which has the present day address 
of 1000 Broadway). The ground was 
purchased by (undertaker and for-
mer Sacramento County coroner) 
Joseph Anthony Conboie (1830-
1918) in 1869, and has been laid out 
into lots for sale.”

A more thorough description of 
the cemetery was presented in the 
Jan. 18, 1873 edition of The Sacra-
mento Union.

The article mentions that the cem-
etery adjoined the city cemetery to 
the south, consisted of 15 acres and 
had its main entrance on the “Sut-
terville or Riverside road.”

It was also noted in the 1873 arti-
cle that interments in the cemetery 
commenced in September 1869 and 
had since reached 500 burials.

Among the people who were in-
terred at Sunset Hill Cemetery was 
Joseph Smith Emery, who either 
jumped or fell to his death from the 
steamer Chrysopolis while en route 
to the capital city on a trip along 
the Sacramento River on Thursday 
night, Sept. 1, 1870.

Another man, F. Kessler, was bur-
ied in the Sunset Hill Cemetery on 
June 12, 1871. He was noted in The 
Union to have “died on the Central 
Pacific cars” two days earlier.

On Aug. 19, 1872, !e Union re-
ported that while Conboie, who was 
a native of Ireland, and an assistant 

Masonic Lawn Cemetery 
grounds predated by earlier 
established cemetery

Photo by Lance Armstrong 
This 1874 monument is among the historic memorials from the old Sunset Hill Cemetery.See Cemetery, page 7
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were working at Sunset Hill Cemetery, a 
small haystack adjoining the place caught 
on fire, and that a considerable amount 
of effort was made to save the cemetery’s 
fence from being destroyed. "e cause of 
the fire was undiscovered at the time of 
the publishing of the announcement.

In November 1872, J.F. Clark, superin-
tendent of the city cemetery, noted that 
of the 38 people who had died during 
the previous month, seven of them had 
been interred at Sunset Hill Cemetery.

Two disinterments occurred at the 
cemetery on Nov. 6, 1872, as arrange-
ments had been made for the remains 
of two Chinese people to be sent to 
their native land for reinterment.

In the aforementioned article about the 
cemetery in the Jan. 18, 1873 edition of 
!e Union, it was noted that Conboie had 
a contract with the Ning Ming Yang, Yong 
Wo, Gen Wo, See Yup, Sam Yup and 
Hop Wo companies to “inter the remains 
of those Chinese whose bodies might be 
brought here from the mountains and the 
interior for burial, prior to being shipped 
back to the Flowery Kingdom.”
"e 1873 article also provided details 

regarding the cemetery grounds, as fol-
lows: “"e grounds are being handsomely 
laid out with drives and avenues, and or-
namented with trees, shrubs and plants. 
A row of trees is to entirely surround the 
inclosure (sic). "e drives are forty-two 
feet wide and the avenues four feet. "e 

Chinese are buried in a part of the ceme-
tery especially set apart for that purpose. 
"e sizes of the lots vary from 10 by 5 
feet to 20 feet square. Between the tier 
graves, the avenues, four feet wide, run 
only north and south. For the purpose of 
irrigating the flowers and shrubbery, two 
windmills are to be erected. A receiving 
vault will also be built. As the soil there 
is very superior, the trees, etc. must flour-
ish finely, so that in the course of a few 
years, Sunset Hill Cemetery will be one 
of the most beautiful spots in the sub-
urbs of Sacramento.”

A real estate transfer was announced 
in the March 13, 1875 edition of !e 
Union, as follows: “J.A. Conboie to A.T. 
Nelson, in trust for the five Masonic 
Lodges of Sacramento – Twelve acres, 
more or less, known as Sunset Hill 
Cemetery: $5,000.”

Another news brief regarding the cem-
etery was published in the April 6, 1875 
edition of !e Union. It was announced 
that “a communication was received from 
the Masonic Committee, proposing to 
sell and convey four acres of Sunset Hill 
Cemetery to the city for $2,000.”

Photo by Lance Armstrong
A portion of the old Sunset Hill Cemetery is shown in this recent photograph.

Cemetery:
Continued from page 6
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For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

HELP AT HOME

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

DOCUMENT PREP SERVICES

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primrosealz.com

www.primrosealz.com

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

LOVING COMPANIONS

RN SUPERVISED HOME CARE

LEGAL SERVICES

IN-HOME HEALTH CARE

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

PERSONAL SHOPPER

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Alice Birney students kick off fourth annual Knit-A-Thon
Alice Birney Waldorf Inspired K-8 

School held its fourth annual Knit-A-
"on Cast Off Event on Jan. 25 with 
live music performances by teachers 
and students.
"e Knit-A-"on is a key Alice 

Birney fundraiser that directly sup-

ports the children’s handwork pro-
gram. All grade levels and family 
members can contribute squares that 
are turned into blankets for children 
through Project Linus.

“It’s a great way for all of our stu-
dents and families to help other 

children with the gift of a blanket 
of their own,” says Principal Mech-
elle Horning. “Many recipients of 
project Linus blankets arrive with 
no personal possessions.  A blan-
ket provides much needed warmth 
and security.”

Donations from the Knit-A-
Thon go directly to the school’s 
handwork budget. Handwork such 
as sewing, knitting and crocheting 
help children develop fine motor 
skills and recognize patterns, nec-
essary for learning math.
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A CLEAR VISION FOR 
A HEALTHIER YOU
Sutter Imaging is continuing its partnership with you by providing more service options, 
including diagnostic imaging, interventional radiology and tele-radiology, all using the latest 
technology. This expanded coverage offers patients more services and locations to choose 
from in our region. It’s one more way we plus you.

(916) 878-3456

Learn more at
sutterimaging.org
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By MONICA STARK
editor@valcomnews.com

Good news travels fast in Land Park. An un-
advertised soft opening of Vic’s Café held Sun-
day, Feb. 2 was reportedly well-attended and 
since its official opening on Friday, Feb. 7 staff 
has seen a steady morning crowd with the most 
popular order being hot cocoa. The Feb. 2nd 
date was sentimental in that it was 67 years ago 
then that Vice’s Ice Cream opened its doors to 
the Land Park neighborhood.

As was mentioned in a previous article in 
this publication, the 3100 block on Riverside 
Boulevard has a recent history of coffee shops 
that have come and gone, such as Central Val-
ley Coffee and a small coffee bar inside Land 
Bark Pet Supplies that closed in 2010. To fill 
the void, Vic’s Ice Cream owner Craig Rut-
ledge opened Vic’s Café next door to the parlor, 
where Temple Coffee and baked goods from 
Old Soul are served.

Customers rave about the new addition to the 
neighborhood and staff has enjoyed learning how 
to make quality espresso.

“You can’t get this at Starbuck’s” was a common state-
ment made by customers and staff alike.

Janie Charamuga was enjoying a cup of loose leaf 
tea while studying for a nursing exam. “It’s really 
good. You can’t get that at Starbuck’s. "ey don’t 
have loose leaf.”

Aaron Penrose, a long-time employee of Vic’s Ice 
Cream demonstrated the use of the espresso ma-
chine, as he brewed 22 grams of coffee precisely for 
28 seconds. Four staff members trained at Temple 
for three days straight.

While the café hired a few new people to help out, 
its arrival has allowed for current ice cream parlor 
staff to work more hours.

Marcelena Menard started working in the café 
Monday, but has been a long-time Vic’s employee. 

"e business is like a family to her as she has made 
many friends there over the years.

Saturday, Feb. 8 was Bart O’Kelly’s first day work-
ing at the cafe. He used to own a “little kiosk in Ros-
eville” but he enjoys the coffee much more at Vic’s. 
“"ey’re so picky here and I like that attention to 
detail.”

There are a lot of little things Rutledge said 
previously they would like to try after they work 
out the kinks of operating a new business, name-
ly offering affogato, a concoction of ice cream 
and espresso that takes the form of a scoop of 
vanilla gelato or ice cream topped with a shot of 
hot espresso.

Gary Smith, a loyal Vic’s Ice Cream parlor cus-
tomer, on Monday said he had already been to the 
café three times and will keep coming back for the 
lattes.

Hours are Monday through "ursday 6 a.m. to 8 
p.m., Friday and Saturday 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sun-
day 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Vic’s is located at 3193 River-
side Blvd. Sacramento. For more information, call 
475-1223.

Vic’s Café 
now open

Shown here is a white mocha from Vic’s Cafe.Customers enjoying each other’s company at Vic’s Cafe on Monday, Feb. 10. 

Vic’s Cafe staff shown from the left on Monday, Feb. 10, Bart O’Kelly, Aaron Penrose and Marcelena Menard.

Gary Smith enjoys a hot cup of coffee at Vic’s Cafe on Monday, 
Feb. 10.
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By MONICA STARK
editor@valcomnews.com

Jonah Eldridge, a senior at C.K. McClatchy High 
School, is a nationally-ranked rugby star. Eldridge 
made the USA Sevens Rugby Tournament, the 
largest rugby competition in North America, and 
performed so well he was selected to captain the 
second side, shocking tournament organizers by 
taking third place in the Jan. 24-26 Las Vegas event. 
Jonah is certainly in the mix to move on to London 
if there are circumstances, like unforeseen injuries, 
that prevent one of the boys who played on the un-
defeated first side from going.

In a recent interview with the Land Park News, 
Eldridge described the competition “Sevens” refer-
ring to having only seven people on the team. “It’s 
meant for smaller people, unlike the usual set up 
with 15 versus 15 on the field at a time. So it’s a lot 
more running, benefiting the smaller, quicker peo-
ple, me I guess.”

Jonah plays the position of scrumhalf, which, in 
rugby, is the link between the forwards and the 
backs. "ey’re similar to halfbacks in football. A 
difficult position to master, scrumhalves have to 
be able to pass with both hands, which Jonah lik-
ens to a “quarterback doing a 10-yard up and out 
play on passing it 10 times perfectly with his right 
hand and doing the exact same play, throwing it 
with his left hand.”

Is the young man gifted as being ambidextrous? 
Well, it’s hard to tell. “Past rugby I can’t write with 
my left hand; I can’t hold sticks with my left hand; 
I can’t do anything with my left hand but I’ve been 
doing rugby for so long, it’s like second nature at 
this point,” he said.

Jonah has been playing since sixth grade when he 
turned 10 years old, which was a much frowned 
upon thing to do since most of the players were at 
least in the seventh grade. But he joined the Land 
Park Motley anyway. “I was a 10 year old playing 
against 14 year olds, so, that’s how it all started.” 
"en Jonah went to McClatchy where he “kept on 
playing, kept on playing. "en, if you play well, you 
get invited to All Star Teams and that’s where you 
get sucked into the next level.”

Asked if competition has been too easy for him, 
he said: “NorCal has the best in the nation, so the 
competition is great.” And he said it’s not just that 
but the sport itself is very much a team sport. “Not 
just one person can take over a game.” As such, he 
explained how typically there are 15 players on the 
field, lending itself to a lot of action between mul-
tiple players. “It’s not like basketball where the best 
player of the team can score 30 points, rugby is a 
team sport contributes their part.”

So rugby being such a team oriented sport lent 
itself to the obvious question: How do officials 

choose who will be on the U.S. Rugby Team? 
"at’s a good question, said Jonah. “You have to be 
invited to the camp in Arizona and then they just 
pick people from there. If you have what they’re 
looking for you’re invited or if you fit their mold, 
then you get invited.”

His grandmother Paula Ridgeway had a different 
explanation: “He’s just the best, that’s all there is.” 
She went on to describe her admiration for the way 
he plays. She said, “He can control that ball. It’s like 
a flip ball. Jonah throws it in a tight spiral.”

Among the more memorable experiences Jo-
nah has had playing rugby, was when he was in 
the eighth grade when the Land Park Motley had 
a great season, as he recalls making it to the finals. 
“"e team worked on a sequence where one of the 
players kicked the ball deep into a corner and our 
big four tackled him out of bounds and we balled 
in and scored. "at’s what we worked on in prac-
tice. In the opening kick off, it happened. "ere was 
a feeling that went right so how much worse can the 
rest of the game be? We went out winning the game, 
so I went out in eighth grade as a NorCal champi-
on, so that was fun. It was a good experience.”
"e fact that Jonah started playing in sixth grade 

didn’t seem to matter too much as the coach and 
his teammates knew his age. “"ere wasn’t a rule 
against it. If your parents signed a waiver, you could 
do it but it was frowned upon because I was only 
60 pounds at the time, so the average seventh or 
eighth grader weighed maybe 120 (pounds). "ey 
were double my size,” he said.

No, he didn’t double his weight in a year, in 
fact he has always been small, but just recently 
he has been able to slightly catch up. His second 
year, he was maybe 80 pounds tops and he came 
in as a freshman at 105 pounds. “I’ve never been 
on the big end; I’ve always been the little guy and 
not much has changed.”

A senior at McClatchy, Jonah wants to contin-
ue playing in college, though he’s undecided where. 
He’s talking to colleges, seeing what his options are. 
As he said, “I am just feeling it out.”

Congratulations to Jonah Eldridge, CKM rugby star

Photo courtesy
Photographed here is Jonah Eldridge from when he was in sixth 
grade.

Jonah Eldridge, local rugby star.
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Land Park Friendly

eskaton.org | 866-ESKATON

Eskaton Monroe Lodge
Independent Living with Services

3225 Freeport Boulevard | Sacramento, CA 95818
916-265-0038

People are friendly at Eskaton Monroe Lodge. 
Maybe it’s the lively environment or the set-
your-own-pace lifestyle.

Friendships blossom at our picturesque lodge, where you can join in on the 
recreation and excursions, spend time with friends, and interact with children 
through Kids Connection. Surrounded by three acres of trees and minutes from 
downtown Sacramento, Eskaton Monroe Lodge offers independent living in a 
country-like retreat with all the city advantages.

Housekeeping, dining and personal services keep life easy (and fun.) Eskaton 
Monroe Lodge is the active senior’s answer to living the fullest and most 
independent life possible. So, call or visit us today.

Live here ... Live at your own pace.

ESKATON INDEPENDENT LIVING with SERVICES

It’s a bouncing 
baby boy!

The Sacramento Zoo welcomed its first 
new resident of 2014, an infant Coquerel’s 
Sifaka Lemur! The male, weighing 121 
grams at birth, was discovered by keep-
ers the morning of Sunday, Jan. 5. Moth-
er, father and infant can be seen daily in 
their habitat across from the Conserva-
tion Carousel.

There are only nine Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums-accredited facilities in the 
U.S. that house fewer than 60 endangered 
Coquerel’s Sifaka. To help preserve vanish-
ing species, the Sacramento Zoo takes part 
in Species Survival Plans® initiated by the 
AZA, to cooperatively manage specific pop-
ulations of typically threatened or endan-
gered species in accredited institutions.

In other news, the Sacramento Zoo broke 
ground on the exhibit renovation for Small 
Wonders of Africa.  With this new project 
underway it will become the home of African 
Straw-colored Fruit Bats, Banded Mongoos-
es, Aardvarks, Wolf ’s Guenons, Red-billed 
Hornbills and Crested Guineafowl. Each of 
these species will help tell the story of East 
Africa, presenting the challenges of conserv-
ing wildlife in this unique corner of the world.  
"e Sacramento Zoo has been an active par-
ticipant in many East African conservation 
programs to educate the African people who 
share the landscape with African wildlife.

Also, there will be a poker tournament on 
Sunday, Feb. 23 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. So, 
put on your best poker face and hide your tells 
at the Zoo’s first Texas Hold’em Showdown 
poker tournament. A $100 buy-in gets you a 
seat at the Old Sugar Mill in Clarksburg along 
with good grub, spirits, prizes and more! Pro-
ceeds benefit renovations in the Sacramen-
to Zoo’s Reptile House. Visit saczoo.org for 
more information.
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Fairytale Town Celebrates 
Dr. Seuss’ Birthday 

"You're off to great plac-
es! Today is your day! Your 
mountain is waiting, so...get 
on your way!" Celebrate Dr. 
Seuss' birthday at Fairytale 
Town on Sunday, Mar. 2, 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., with 
a read-aloud of his beloved 
books and Seuss-themed 
hands-on activities.

"Green Eggs and Ham," 
"Fox in Sox," "Hop on Pop" 
and more of Dr. Seuss' cel-
ebrated books will be read-
aloud from the Mother 
Goose Stage throughout 
the program. Featured 
readers include Sacramen-
to's mayor pro tem An-
gelique Ashby; Sacramento 
city council member Kevin 
McCarty; the Sacramento 
River Cats' mascot, Ding-
er, and emcee, Mike on the 
Mic; Capital Public Ra-
dio's Donna Apidone; and 
the Sacramento Bee's pub-
lisher, Cheryl Dell, and 
community affairs director, 
Pam Dinsmore.

There will also be a variety 
of Seuss-inspired hands-on 
activities for children to cre-
ate and take home as souve-
nirs. Activities include mak-
ing "Cat in the Hat" hats, 
making "One Fish, Two 
Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish" 
handprint crafts, and plant-
ing "Thing 1" and "Thing 2" 
flowers. Runaway Stage Pro-
ductions will perform ex-

cerpts from "Seussical, The 
Musical" in the Children's 
Theater at 11:15 and 11:45 
AM.

Dr. Seuss' Birthday Cele-
bration also marks the kick-
off of United Way Califor-
nia Capital Region's STAR 
Readers Book Drive. The 
drive benefits the STAR 
Readers project that is 
working to increase gradua-
tion rates by improving ear-
ly reading skills. Guests who 
bring a new or used chil-
dren's book for donation to 
United Way's booth will re-
ceive a discount coupon to 
use on a future visit to Fai-
rytale Town. For more in-
formation about the book 
drive, please visit www.your-
localunitedway.org.

Dr. Seuss was born 
Theodor Seuss Geisel on 
March 2, 1904 in Spring-
field, Massachusetts. He 
is the author and illus-
trator of  44 books for 

children, including " The 
Cat in the Hat," "How 
the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas" and "Oh, The Places 
You'll Go!" His birthday 
is also celebrated as Read 
Across America Day, or-
ganized by the National 
Education Association to 
promote reading.

Dr. Seuss' Birthday Cel-
ebration is free with paid 
park admission. Weekend 
admission is $5.50 for adults 
and children ages 2 and old-
er and free for children ages 
1 and under. Activities take 
place from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
and Fairytale Town is open 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., weath-
er permitting. The celebra-
tion is sponsored in part by 
ScholarShare College Sav-
ings Plan and SAFE Cred-
it Union.

 
For more information, visit 
www.fairytaletown.org or call 
(916) 808-7462.
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Sacramento Undy 
5000 5K Run/Walk 
set for March 1

Grab the kids and grab the dog, but leave 
your pants at home. Run in your underwear 
while raising awareness of colon cancer. In-
stead of race day T-shirts, all registered par-
ticipants receive a commemorative pair of 
Undy 5000 boxers. It is a family-friendly 
event open to all ages. There is also a one-
mile fun run. A giant, walk-through inflat-
able colon will make its appearance at the 
event. This event is chip/tag-timed event. 
For more information, call: 202-628-0123, 
email undy5000@ccalliance.org, or visit 
www.undy5000.org

Each participant registered before race 
day will receive a specially designed pair 
of  boxer shorts to enjoy or run in on event 
day.  There will be an assortment of  snacks 
available before and after the race.  Plus 
award categories. 

Schedule
7:30 a.m. - Race packet pick up & on-site regis-
tration
8:40 a.m. - Opening remarks
9 a.m. - 5K begins
9:10 a.m. - 1 mile fun run begins
10:05 a.m. - Survivor ceremony and awards

Photos by STEPHEN CROWLEY
Stephen@valcomnews.com

Runners came out in their underwear to race a 5K through Land Park on March 2, 2013. Sponsored 
by Dulcolax, the Undy 5000 was family-friendly event created by the Colon Cancer Alliance. It was 
unique because participants were encouraged to run in their boxers to bring attention to the area affected 
by colon cancer. "e Alliance found that by getting people talking about this disease, they can save lives.
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Dear Land Park News, 

I’m writing to thank Sacramento residents 
for their generosity in helping thousands of 
suffering children worldwide this Christmas. 
Through their efforts, we were able to collect 
more than 19,000 shoeboxes—filled with toys, 
school supplies and hygiene items—for Op-
eration Christmas Child, the world’s largest 
Christmas project of its kind.
"ese simple gift-filled shoeboxes communicate 

to needy children that they are loved and not for-

gotten. For many children, the shoebox gift is the 
first gift they have ever received. 

Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has 
delivered more than 100 million gift-filled shoe-
boxes to needy children worldwide. In 2013, the 
project celebrated its 20th anniversary and col-
lected over 9.8 million gift-filled shoeboxes.

Although drop-off locations in Sacramento are 
closed until November 2014, shoebox gifts can 
be packed any time. Gifts are received year-round 
at Samaritan’s Purse (801 Bamboo Road, Boone, 
N.C., 28607) or using the project’s online tool, 

where donors can virtually build a box. To get 
involved, visit samaritanspurse.org or call 714-
432-7030.

Thanks again to everyone who participated in 
this project. A simple gift, packed with love, can 
communicate hope and transform the lives of 
children worldwide.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Trevithick 

Santa Ana, West Coast Regional Director, 
Operation Christmas Child

Operation Christmas Child collected 19,000 boxes of gifts for suffering children worldwide
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ADDITION SPECIALIST

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300

Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 

Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting

Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

BUILDING MATERIALS

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)
• Window Cleaning (inside/out/screens washed)
• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

HANDYMAN

FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE

Licensed and Insured #152902

I specialize in all areas of home improvement !

Carpentry - Electrical –Sprinklers - Plumbing

Accepts All Major Credit Cards 

“Senior Discount”

Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

NO JOB TOO SMALL!
Call Eric (916) 470-3488

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

BUILDERS CONTRACTOR

PAINTINGHANDYMAN

Call LESTER 

(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING

• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT

• CONCRETE REMOVAL

• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING

• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 16 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

WINTER CLEAN-UP SPECIALS!

PAINTING

GARY’S PAINTING
CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL                   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR OVER 20 

YEARS EXPERIENCE WITH PRIDE

EXCELLENT REFERENCES       

725-8781
Contractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

“Member BBB”

PAINTING PLUMBING

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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TREE SERVICE

ROOFING TILE WORK TREE SERVICE

ROONEY’S
PLUMBING

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

ROOTER SERVICE

PLUMBING

License #683668
rooneysplumbing.com

CALL 456-7777

Land Park News

Home Improvement Guide

call Melissa at 429-9901 

to advertise your service 

32nd Annual

Spring Craft Faire

Saturday, March 1, 2014

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. FREE

972-0336 MORPD.com

Over 90 Crafters!!!

Great shopping for specialty gifts!

Mission Oaks Community Center
4701 Gibbons Drive, Carmichael

CALL AND PLACE 
YOUR 

EVENT TODAY!
(916) 429-9901

HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic#
908942. Call Steven at 230-2114.

WINTER SPECIALS!
Rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod place-
ment, rototilling, pressure washing/power spray, yard 
work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub removal, general 
labor, fence repair, odd jobs & more. References 
available. Licensed. Call Les at 838-1247. 

#1 BOOKKEEPER
30 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechan-
ics, Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We are 
experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & Loss & 
Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. Same low 
1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, 
Nevada (775) 410-3422. www.taxirene.info

BOOKKEEPINGTAX PREPARER

#1 TAX PREPARER
30 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including all State 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTEC Registered & Bonded. Please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, 
Nevada (775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

Classified ads work Classified ads work

HARDWOOD FLOORS

REFINISH OR INSTALL
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring or refurbish 
your existing hardwood floors. Call Michael at  (916) 
383-8742. Lic#544159 Ref available

HELP WANTED

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERY
Openings for individuals to deliver community 
newspapers door-to-door in Sacramento neighbor-
hoods every week. Must have a car. Call George 
(Tues & Wed only)  at (916) 429-9901 for more 
information.

HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

Drivers: Local-Home Nightly!
Folsom Flatbed

Great Pay, Bene!ts!
CDL-A, 1 yr Exp. Req.
Estenson Logistics. 

Apply: www.goelc.com
1-866-336-9642

Sell your furniture

in the classifieds!
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Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

ONGOING

Land Park Pacific Little League 
collecting memorabilia as part of 
60th anniversary 
Land Park Pacific Little League (LPPLL), 
a youth baseball organization serving chil-
dren in the Land Park, Curtis Park, Holly-
wood Park, South Land Park, Little Pock-
et, and neighboring areas, celebrates its 60th 
anniversary season in 2014.  As part of the 
celebration, LPPLL is collecting photos and 
other memorabilia to display throughout 
the season. LPPLL’s home fields are located 
at Dooley Fields, located behind Holy Spirit 
Parish School at the edge of William Land 
Park, and the baseball fields located in Wil-
liam Land Park.  Originally, Dooley Fields 
were the home of Pacific Little League, cre-
ated in 1959. "rough the years, some of 
the area little leagues merged.  In 1994, 
Dooley Fields also became the home fields 
Land Park Little League, which was estab-
lished in 1954.  In 2000, Curtis Park Lit-
tle League also merged into the league.  As 
part of the Opening Day Parade, sched-
uled for March 22 at 8:00 a.m., old photo-
graphs, jerseys and other memorabilia will 
be on display.  Alumni from past years are 
invited to attend and share memories. Any-
one willing to share or donate items should 
contact info@lppll.com. Additional infor-
mation about the league is available at www.
lppll.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

AARP tax aide seeks volunteers 
for 2014
"e nation’s largest free, volunteer-run tax 
assistance and preparation service is seek-
ing volunteers for tax assistance/preparation 
and leadership coordinators.  Volunteers of 
all ages and backgrounds are welcome.  Each 
year from Feb. 1 through April 15, AARP 
Tax-Aide volunteers prepare federal, state, 
and local tax returns for low and middle in-
come taxpayers, with special attention to 
those age 60 and older.  Volunteers are es-
pecially needed to assist with electronic fil-

ing of tax returns.  You do not need to be an 
AARP member or retiree to volunteer. For 
more information on how you can join the 
AARP Tax-Aide team in Northern Califor-
nia, contact Ron Byrd at NoCalTaxAide@
Outlook.com or visit website at;  www.aarp.
org/taxaide’
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mahogany Urban Poetry Series 
- Queen Sheba - poetry readings
Each Wednesday from 8-11 p.m. at Queen 
Sheba in Sacramento, local talent makes it 
way to the restaurant for weekly open-mic 
events. $3-$5. 1704 Broadway. 

Registration Open for Nature 
Bowl Science and Conservation 
Competition
Registration is now open for the 29th an-
nual Nature Bowl, an elementary school ac-
tivity-based competition held in the spring. 
Coordinated by the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) in part-
nership with local organizations and agen-
cies, the Nature Bowl increases the science 
and conservation literacy of third through 
sixth grade students in the Sacramento Val-
ley and Sierra foothills. "e Nature Bowl is 
open to students from any school, group or 
organized youth club. Participants employ 
teamwork, creativity and critical thinking 
while participating in group learning activ-
ities centered on local and regional natural 
environments. "e first round will be held 
at 10 locations from mid-March through 
early May. Teams will consist of three to 
seven students each and several teams will 
advance to the finals to be held at California 
State University, Sacramento on May 17, 
2014.Teachers, youth group leaders or par-
ents can coach a team. Coaches’ workshops 
are scheduled from Jan. 14 to Feb 4 at loca-
tions throughout the area. Registration in-
formation can be found online at www.dfg.
ca.gov/regions/2/naturebowl/. "e semifi-
nal at Nimbus Hatchery is scheduled April 
3, 2014. To register, call (916) 358-2884. 
"e semifinal at Effie Yeaw Nature Center 
is scheduled March 11, 2014. To register, 
call (916) 489-4918. A new semifinal is also 
being offered at Sutter’s Landing Region-
al Park in Sacramento on May 1 or 2 (date 

to be determined). For more information, 
please call (916) 284-1627. For more infor-
mation about the Nature Bowl, please call 
(916) 358-2353 or visit the CDFW website 
at www.dfg.ca.gov/regions/2/naturebowl/.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Brain Gymnasium
Exercise your mind and have some fun at 
this on-going Brain Gymnasium class! In-
viting all seniors to Eskaton Monroe Lodge, 
3225 Freeport Boulevard, 9:20 a.m. "urs-
days. $6 per class. Call 441-1015 for more 
information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Women with Good Spirits 
monthly meeting
Women With Good Spirits is a networking 
group that engages women in the Sacramen-
to community with non-profit organiza-
tions that make contributions to our qual-
ity of life and care for our fellow residents. 
Each month, Women With Good Spirits 
invites a community non-profit to present 
on its mission work. "e meeting is held at 
Revolution Wines on the second Tuesday of 
each month and starts at 6:30 p.m. "e pre-
senter will start their presentation prompt-
ly at 7:15 p.m. and will last 15-20 minutes 
with an open question and answer forum af-
ter. RSVP is appreciated as well as a $5+ 
donation per person that will go directly to 
the non-profit presenting that month. Rev-
olution Wines is located at 2831 S St. Vis-
it www.womenwithgoodspirits.com or find 
the group on Facebook. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Davis Art Center invites teen 
girls to write and publish
"e Davis Art Center is offering a six-week 
creative writing class for girls ages 13-18 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Tuesdays starting February 
11. "e class will offer a positive, support-
ive space for girls who love reading and writ-
ing and are interested in discovering and de-
veloping their individual voices. Participants 
will use short stories by a diverse range of 
contemporary women writers as jumping off 
points for their own writing sessions. Each 
student will pick her best writing to include 
in a class-produced literary magazine. "e 
class will be taught by Elise Winn Pollard, 
who earned her M.A. in creative writing 
from UC Davis. "e fee is $95 for Art Cen-
ter members and $105 for the general pub-
lic. To enroll, stop by the Art Center at 1919 
F. St., call (530) 756-4100 or register online 
at www.davisartcenter.org. Students must be 
registered at least two weeks before the first 
class session.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Gentle Qi Gong
Learn powerful relaxation techniques re-
duce stress, reduce physical pain and emo-
tional suffering, lower blood pressure, 
increase immune response and improve bal-
ance.  Inviting all seniors to Eskaton Mon-
roe Lodge, 3225 Freeport Boulevard, 3 to 4 
p.m., Wednesdays.  $7 per class.  Call 441-
1015 for more information.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Attn. students: Submit now for 
water efficiency video contest 
High school students can win cash priz-
es and the chance to view their video on the 
Raley Field Jumbotron by entering the 2014 
Water Spots Video Contest.  "e contest, 
sponsored by the Regional Water Author-
ity (RWA) and the Sacramento Bee Me-
dia in Education (MIE) program, challeng-
es teens to create compelling and original 
25-second Public Service Announcement 
(PSA) videos on a select water efficiency 
topic. "e 2014 water efficiency theme is: 
Don’t be a gutter flooder: Prevent overspray 
and runoff. Judging will be based on creativ-
ity, entertainment value, accuracy, original-
ity and incorporation of the water efficien-
cy topic. Finalist videos will be displayed on 

the Raley Field Jumbotron screen and win-
ners announced at a Sacramento River Cats 
game in April 2014. Winning students and 
their teachers will also get cash prizes. "e 
grand prize winner’s spot may become part 
of RWA’s 2014 television ad campaign. Sub-
missions due Feb. 28. Visit www.BeWaterS-
mart.info  for more information and tips 
on using water more efficiently and to sub-
mit entries or get more information about 
contest rules, judging and prizes, visit www.
sacbee.com/water-spots 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

California Youth Basketball 
League taking applications
CYBL is a non-profit year round league for 
ages 4 through 18 that prides itself on be-
ing well organized that aims to develop bas-
ketball skills, sportsmanship and self-esteem 
through coaches, gym official and organizers. 
Visit www.cybhoops.com or call 391-3900. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Kiwanis Club of East Sacramen-
to-Midtown
Visitors Welcome, weekly breakfast meeting 
on Fridays at 7 a.m. Topical weekly speak-
ers and ‘first meal for visitors on us’.  Meet 
at "e Kiwanis Family House,  (at UCD 
Med Ctr/ 50th St & Broadway) 2875 50th 
Street Sacramento, CA 95817.  www.east-
sacmidtownkiwanis.com. Meeting/Mem-
bership info: 916-761-0984, volunteers al-
ways welcome!
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Sacramento Capitolaires 
meeting
A men’s Barbershop Harmony group, 
meets every Tuesday night at 7 p.m. at Pil-
grim Hall (Sierra Arden United Church of 
Christ), 890 Morse Ave., Sacramento.  Info: 
www.capitolaires.org, call 888-0877-9806, 
or email info@capitolaires.org 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Artisan holds Food Drive
Artisan Salon is participating in the Spirit of 
Giving Food Drive. Over the last 17 years, 
the Spirit of Giving (SOG) drive has helped 
Sacramento Food Bank collect and distribute 
over 4.6 million pounds of canned and non-
perishable food items for local families in 
need. Help support families in need by par-
ticipating in this year’s drive! Artisan Salon is 
located at 3198 Riverside Blvd.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimist International of 
Sacramento South meetings
A service organization dedicated to insure 
the status of women and girls, the group 
meets at Aviator’s Restaurant, 6151 Free-
port Blvd. for lunch and to discuss the day’s 
topic. Meets the second and fourth Tuesday 
of each month at 12:15 p.m. "e meetings 
discuss our fund raising Projects and Com-
munity Service, often with speakers from 
our community.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Iceland is only just over 2 miles from Grant 
park and much of the ride will be via the 
American and Northern bike trails. 

FEBRUARY

A Smart Start to Mutual Funds
Feb. 18: Learn fundamental information 
about mutual funds; 10 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Pre-registration required. Held at ACC 
SSC, 7375 Park City Dr, Sacramento, 916-
393-9026.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Self-Acupressure (Reflexology)
Feb. 19: Learn the simple meridian points 
to help you stay healthy. 1:30-3 p.m., $15 or 
$20 at the door. Pre-registration required. 
Held at ACC SSC, 7375 Park City Dr, Sac-
ramento, 393-9026.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Community Concert 
Association performance
Feb. 22: Celebrating Black History Month, 
SCCA presents Tenor Darron Flagg & So-
prano Candace Johnson and "e UC Berke-
ley Gospel Chorus at 7:30 p.m. at Westmin-
ster Presbyterian, 1300 N St. Singer-actor 
Darron Flagg is recognized as a standout 
professional bel-canto tenor, lauded for his 
heart-felt performances. A few of Mr. Flagg’s 
engagements include the Lincoln Center, 
theaters in Eastern Europe, Walt Disney 
Hall, as well as the San Francisco and Sacra-
mento Opera companies. Candace Johnson 
is a dynamic vocal artist who has experience 
in musical theater, television commercials, 
poplar songwriting, and piano performance. 
Among her many accomplishments, she 
held the title of Ms. Black Tennessee, and 
she was a finalist in the National Leontyne 
Price Competition. "e UC Berkeley Gos-
pel Chorus started in the 1970s as an infor-
mal student activity. Since 2007, director D. 
Mark Wilson has taken the Gospel Cho-
rus in new directions, building a repertoire, 
which includes traditional and contempo-
rary gospel music, spirituals, and classical-
ly influenced gospel anthems. Regular sub-
scription: $90, Group discount (8 or more 
people): $75, Students subscription: $45, 
Single Ticket: $25. For more information, 
contact Sacramento Community Concert 
Association www.sccaconcerts.org; info@
scc.aconcerts.org; 400-4634. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

2014 Polar Plunge:  Polar Plunge so a 
Special Olympics athlete can compete
Feb. 15: Swim at the Sacramento State 
Aquatic Center to benefit Special Olym-
pic Northern California & Nevada! "is is 
the first plunge in Sacramento.  Know that 
while the water may be cold, you’re Plung-
ing so that 19,000 Special Olympics athletes 
in your community may compete. 1901 Ha-
zel Avenue in Gold River! Every Plunger is 
required to raise a minimum of $125, which 
sponsors one Special Olympics athlete for a 
sports season. You will be fundraising to sup-
port Special Olympics Northern California 
& Nevada. Visit http://www.kintera.org/
faf/home/default.asp?ievent=1080725# for 
more information. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento International of Sac-
ramento, Inc. annual crab fiesta
Feb. 15: All you can eat crab, silent auction, 
dessert bar auction, live auction; Saint Mary’s 
Giovanni Hall, 58th and M streets. Doors 
open at 6 p.m., dinner at 7 p.m. Cost is $50 
per ticket and funds are used for services 
to support vulnerable women and children. 
2013-14 funds support Tubman House, a 
program of Waking the Village.  "e pro-
gram provides 18 months transitional hous-
ing and other life skills training and support 
for local women and children.  Call 709-
6748, or visit the Crab Fiesta website at www.
crabfiestasac.org  to purchase tickets. Visit us 
at www.soroptimistsacramento.org .
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Camellia Chapter, Embroiderers’ 
Guild of America at their meeting 
Feb. 18: Starting at 7 p.m., SMUD Build-
ing, 6201 S Street for a hands-on program 
on Assisi needlework. Guests welcome. 
Free. 223-2751.

Casa Garden ‘Girls Just Want to Have Fun’ 
lunch and Red Hat fashion show
Feb. 26: “Girls Just Want to Have Fun” 
lunch and Red Hat fashion show at 11:15 
a.m. and 1:15 p.m. seatings at the Casa Gar-
den Restaurant, 2760 Sutterville Road, Sac-
ramento. Entree choices: Chicken Stuffed 
with Spinach and Smoked Gouda or Black 

See more calendar, page 22
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judge to be assigned to one 
of more than 25 work sites 
throughout the county.

De Necochea said they 
did a great job. “"ey cut 
out around the bases. "ey 
trimmed and weeded. "ey 
picked up trash and helped 
build a mound. We just filled 
out a form and got work done 
twice. "e district could be 
requesting those guys. It’s 
free. I asked them (the in-
mates): Do you like coming 
to schools? "ey said they felt 
like they were making a dif-
ference compared to just rak-
ing leaves at a park, which 
could be pretty tedious.”

But are the team’s Good Sa-
maritan efforts to keep the 

McClatchy:
Continued from page 3

fields clean taking away from 
contracted union jobs?

“It’s always hard,” Ross said. 
“We never want to discourage 
parents from volunteering at 
school sites. We also know we 
have less staff than we need. 
We have a system in the dis-
trict where community mem-
bers fill out ‘special projects 
process’ for the school site and 
district to participate in. Gen-
erally it’s not about violating 
union contract, it’s about pro-
tecting parents and students 
from harm,” he said.

Prior to the massive budget 
cuts that have plagued the dis-
trict for years now, the campus 
had a gardener Terry Stowers, 
who de Necochea said worked 
together with the team to keep 
the field looking its best. “It 
was great. "ey were out there 

with us, supervising us to make 
sure it’s right.”

While it may seem like de 
Necochea is at odds with the 
district, it’s not the case at all. 
He wants to work with the 
district to brainstorm solu-
tions on making the fields 
and the school, by extension, 
a more inviting place.

To that end, he’s start-
ed to connect with alumni 
who might want to give back 
to their alma mater. He ar-
gues that the Booster pro-
gram is not his preferred ave-
nue. “We’re putting band aids 
on a big project. We need to 
reach out to alumni and get 
Boosters for life,” he said. De 
Necochea, who lives near the 
school, added: “I look at my 
neighborhood, parents have 
to have funds available.”

Asked how the community 
can work with the district to 
create a better environment, 
Ross said in a variety of ways. 
“We want to make the right 
process. We want parents to 
find solutions. Hopefully in 
a few years, we will be back 
to the funding areas and help 
supplement what is going on 
at the schools. For the sports 
fields and at the school, it’s 
critical we are all involved.”

He said as a result of new 
funding from an accountabil-
ity measure known as LCAP 
(Local Control and Account-
ability Plan), the communi-
ty will have a larger voice in 
terms of how to spend and al-
locate resources. "ere will be 
a survey on the website www.
scusd.edu for parents to doc-
ument their priorities.
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Inside of the living room of 
Sacramento resident Nancy 
Streukens’ home are two elab-
orate dollhouses, well actually 
one is a house and the other, 
she calls a shopping mall. 

“I made them myself, well 
my husband put the first one 
together. "e second one I 
did all myself. My husband is 
a retired carpenter and my fa-
ther is an architect.”

Retired from 30 years of 
working for "e Bank of 
America, Streukens spends 
many hours detailing the in-
sides of these “homes.” 

“I call them simplistic. You 
see the Victorian ones now, 
but mine are more like a 
bookshelf dollhouse like the 
way they used to design them 
for little girls,” she said.

Streukens has made a doll-
house for her two stepdaugh-
ters, one for her granddaugh-
ter, a bakery for her sister, but, 
the ones in her living room – 
they are all hers.

“A friend has asked: ‘Do you 
let the neighborhood children 
play?’ Well, I smiled and said 
‘no.’ I always loved miniatures. 
My sister had an old-fash-
ioned dollhouse with furni-
ture. She let me play anytime 
I wanted but, in back of my 
head, it was hers.”

Well when Streukens grew 
up, she knew what she want-
ed: A dollhouse of her own. 
“Even though it was expensive 
and impractical, I started col-
lecting ever since,” she said. 
"e attention to detail is so 

extraordinary and this report-
er was fortunate enough to get 
a “home tour”.  Below describes 
each of the rooms of the doll-
house, which has been added 
to over the course of 40 years 
and has had been remodeled 
over time. What follows is just 
a sampling of the work she has 
done to the one house. 

When viewing the home, 
you see it from the back of the 
3-story house, as the front ac-
tually faces her wall. 
"e bottom floor includes a 

living room, den, dining room, 
kitchen and back porch. “I make 
some (interior) pieces, but I 
buy majority of pieces. I deco-
rate. I don’t make everything. I 

did build the front door myself. 
It was kind of strange. In the 
70s, there weren’t a lot of pre-
made windows or doors. Now 
you can buy them. But when I 
did my first – that wasn’t an op-
tion. It’s eclectic 70s-80s style 
and some things look like an-
tiques.”
"e den has a rug that a 

friend of hers made in ex-
change for a handmade doll-
house-size set of dishes. Also 
inside the den, sits an arm 
chair, a copy of the Sacramento 
Bee and the main wall is filled 
with little books that Streu-
kens has made. “Some of them 
don’t open. Some just have 
covers over them,” she said.

A set of handmade dish-
es decorate the dining room. 
Each place setting has five to 
six pieces with tiny silverware 
she has bought. 

Ten years ago, Streukens 
remodeled the kitchen. "e 
room’s first incarnation has 
cupboards made out of bass-
wood. But, she said, “they 
looked kind of crude, so with 
the remodel, I was able to buy 
cupboards and islands and 
things. It made me refurbish 
the whole dollhouse.”

As a result she bought stan-
dardized doors, rewired the 
house with little lamps, so 
if she flips the switch in the 
back of the dollhouse, the 
lights could come on. 

“Outside” on the back porch, 
Streukens has a barbecue nice-
ly placed and a porch swing 
she made. “"at’s about it,” she 
said about the first floor.  
"e second story, meanwhile 

has a little girl’s room, hallway, 
nursery, a bathroom, master 
bedroom and another porch. 
"e little girl’s room has a 

handmade bed she made, a 
hand-crocheted rug her sister 
made and a closet she bought 
when she remodeled. Because 
Streukens wanted to put 
stairs in and liked the more 
realistic look, she had to build 
them herself.

In the nursery, she made the 
needlepoint rug and her sister 
knitted the afghan and hand 
crocheted a dime-size pig. 

Inside the master bedroom 
is a bed and two dressers with 
pictures of her family, showing 
herself, her son and her moth-
er. "ere are French doors that 

swing out to a second porch, 
which is decorated with a 
white table and surprisingly, 
the only doll in the house. 

“I like dolls but I don’t like 
doll house dolls. "ey make 
the scene look too static and 
I don’t want to share my doll-
house. It’s my house. It’s true. 
"ere are dollhouse people 
that feel that way,” she said. 

Streukens decorates her 
own home similarly to the 
eclectic English cottage style 
dollhouse. “But I have a lot of 
leftover stuff of family mem-
bers. I mix and match and 
make it all fit in,” she said.

Dollhouses made by Nancy Streukens are elaborate 
masterpieces she has inside of her Sacramento home




