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Dust off that 
old instrument: 
Join the Symphony of 1,000
By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

In a never-done-in-Sacramento musical event, Curtis 
Park resident Michael Neumann is bringing 1,000 musi-
cians to play in concert together on the afternoon of Sun-
day, Oct. 12 at Memorial Auditorium. As of press time, 
775 people signed up to play in this historic event called 
Symphony of 1,000. 

Dreaming about this concert about two years ago, Neu-
mann’s aspiration is quickly becoming a reality. The name of 
the concert stems from the Symphony No. 8 in E-flat major 
by Gustav Mahler, which is one of the largest-scale choral 
works in classical concert repertoire and requires as close to 
1,000 musicians as possible. 

Retired this year from 10 years directing the Folsom Sym-
phony, Neumann continues full time work with the Sacra-
mento Youth Symphony and sat down with this publication 
to discuss some more of the details about the event. 

“It’s a very big community event. One that some 75-
year-old woman, who hasn’t played trombone since high 
school, can play in this concert. If you are 7 years old and 
can play the music on the website, you can participate,” 
he said. “People sign up online, pay their 20 bucks. They 
get their T-shirt and we do a run-through for rehears-
al. We are thinking with this amount of people, it will 
spread around. If I didn’t think this was a good idea, I 
wouldn’t be doing this.”

The event coordinator is longtime talk show radio host, 
Sean Bianco; the master of ceremonies is Capitol Public 
Radio’s Beth Ruyak. Set to start at 4 p.m., the hour-long 
concert is open to the public. For those participating, the 
day is a bit longer with check-in and rehearsal from noon 
to 3:30 p.m. For more information, visit: <https://sites.
google.com/a/sacramentoyouthsymphony.org/1000/>

Contact Linda Pohl for more information
916-429-9901Reserve your space today!

•East Sacramento News•Arden-Carmichael News 
•Pocket News•Land Park News 
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By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

Out in the Freeport Man-
or subdivision near Executive 
Airport sits a hidden gem of  a 
school, Sacramento New Tech-
nology High School, a small Sac-
ramento City Unified School 
District charter school, which 
is based on the fundamentals of 
New Tech Network’s New Tech-
nology High Schools.

Established in 2003 on the site of 
Thurgood Marshall High School, 
an alternative high school dur-
ing the 1990s and Argonaut Al-
ternative High School during the 
1980s, Sacramento New Technol-
ogy High School welcomes a new 
principal to the campus. 

Leise Martinez brings a lengthy 
resume to the high school, start-
ing with her first SCUSD position 
as a bilingual kindergarten teacher 
at Oak Ridge Elementary in 1984. 
She later became an assistant prin-
cipal at Luther Burbank and John 
F. Kennedy high schools. She also 
has served as the principal at Al-
bert Einstein Middle School and 
Rosemont High School. Martinez 
has worked in the central office as 
a staff development specialist.

In an interview with the Land 
Park News, Martinez further dis-
cussed her background and what 
she hopes to bring to the South 
Sacramento school. “ To New Tech 
High I bring particular expertise 
with WASC accreditation, smaller 

learning communities, communi-
ty involvement, and English Lan-
guage Learners. In addition, I am 
Spanish bilingual. These are all 
relevant areas at Sacramento New 
Technology High School. Cur-
rently we are working on WASC 
(Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges) accreditation, and 
a Linked Learning Certification. 
Coming up will be New Technol-
ogy Charter Renewal. I also want 
to make sure that enrollment stays 
strong; we offer a rigorous cur-
riculum. Students leave well pre-
pared with 260 credits, some of 
which are college classes. I want 
to continue strong support and 
buy-in from families and staff. I 
want New Tech students to earn 
lots of rewards and scholarships. 
It is also very important to main-
tain the unique bond among staff, 
students, and families that cur-
rently is in place here.”

As a Design Pathway school, 
she said some examples of proj-
ects students have worked on in-
volve solving problems by indus-
try such as replacing plastic water 
bottles with clean water dispens-
ers.  Another project is an assign-
ment on the American Dream and 
how different groups are impact-
ed today; students are designing 
games, both board games and vid-
eo games. Students participate in 
art projects throughout the city. 

Martinez said the campus 
is working on incorporating a 
sports program as well.

Explaining the objective of De-
sign Pathway, a work-based learn-
ing community, Martinez said, 
students at Sacramento New 
Technology go onto a college or 
a career, “not just a job.” Students 
learn life long fitness skills and 
health management. A new course 
this year is biology and literature 
combined. The reading is fascinat-
ing and goes well with biology, a 
course that is very intense vocabu-
lary wise, she said. 

With a student body of about 
300 students, Martinez said they 
are all friendly, lively, polite and 
helpful.  “ They all look out for 

each other and they all want to 
be here.” 

New Tech students come from all 
over Sacramento and Martinez said 
many are from out of the district 
and make a strong commitment to 
be here. With the most up-to-date 
graduation rate of 88 percent, 73 
percent of the students attend col-
lege and they each graduate from 
the high school with college credits. 

 There are 17 teachers and two 
counselors at New Tech. The av-
erage student to teacher ratio is 
1 to 25, which is low in compar-
ison with 1 to 35 found at most 
schools, she said.

Back-to-School at Sacramento New Technology High School

Photo by Monica Stark
This senior at New Technology High School looks at a building model generated by one of her peers 
with the use of Auto-CAD (computer-aided design). 
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

For decades, the Con-
gregation B’nai Israel and 
Brookfield School have op-
erated on property on the 
west side of Riverside Bou-
levard, between 11th and 
13th avenues. But present 
day Sacramentans who are 
aware of what popular busi-
ness previously operated in 
that area are undoubtedly 
of the minority.

In 1909, locals contributed to 
efforts to establish a swimming 
destination spot called the Riv-
erside Baths, on the old River-
side Road at 11th Avenue.

With the assistance of 
community members who 
purchased stocks toward the 
construction of this local 
swimming center, the dream 

of that establishment became 
a reality.

The indoor pool was con-
structed through the Sacra-
mento Riverside Bath & Park 
Co., which had its headquar-
ters at 430 J St.

For many years, the center, 
which would later be known 
as the Land Park Plunge, 
provided an alternative place 
to cool off for many Sacra-
mentans during the warmer 
months of the year.

Advertisements for River-
side Baths often noted that the 
site’s 65-foot by 120-foot pool 
was filled with artesian water 
from a half-mile deep well and 
that the pool was emptied and 
cleaned each night.

According to a 1936 article 
in The Sacramento Union, 
the artesian water was high-
ly mineralized, carried 600 

percent less bacteria than ap-
proved drinking water and 
had a natural temperature of 
82 degrees.

Certainly, one of the 
pool’s greatest attractions 
was its 60-foot-tall swim-
ming pool slide.

Various swimming com-
petitions were held at the 
baths during the business’s 
early years.

One such competition was 
the 1916 city swimming 
championship, which was 
won by George Schroth, 
who won four races and 
came in second place in an-
other race.

Located at the end of 
the old 10th Street street-
car line at 3640 Riverside 
Blvd., the Riverside Baths 
pool was originally enclosed 

by a large, two-story, wood-
en structure. But due to its 
eventual high level of deteri-
oration, the building was de-
molished as part of the Riv-
erside Baths Corporation’s 
$20,000 improvement proj-
ect, which was approved by 
the business’s directors on 
Oct. 31, 1936.

The condition of the baths 
in 1936 would actually have 
been worse had it not been 
for Dewey S. Baker, who 
managed the baths from 
1924 to at least 1932.

Baker, who eventual-
ly served as a city council 
member in 1930 and 1931 
and a Sacramento County 
undersheriff following that 
position, was responsible for 
various improvements to the 
bathhouse, including the in-

stallation of sanitary equip-
ment and appliances.

Although, through the 
1937 project, the site no lon-
ger included an enclosed 
building, it nonetheless 
maintained somewhat of the 
feel of the former building.

Architect William E. Coff-
man designed a new open-air 
structure that was surround-
ed by 8-foot-high concrete 
walls and two large, stucco-
faced buildings.

Features of the restructured 
version of the plunge origi-
nally included a refreshment 
stand, a centralized storage 
area and tables for luncheons.

In addition to the much 
larger, original pool, which 
was thoroughly cleaned and 

repainted during the im-
provement project, the new-
er facility included a 30-
foot by 40-foot pool that 
was surrounded by large 
walls alongside the men’s 
dressing room.

An open house for the then-
recently modernized open-air 
Riverside Baths was held on 
May 5, 1937 from 7 to 9 p.m. 
The event included a fancy 
diving demonstration and a 
performance by the Franklin 
School Band.

A decade later, the baths un-
derwent a remodeling project, 
which included the addition 
of picnic grounds and the ex-
pansion of the parking area.

A postcard from that time 
reads: “Land Park Plunge: 
The artesian well water is 
heated by nature. 70,000 gal-
lons per hour flow thru (sic) 
the fountain. The pool is 
emptied and cleaned nightly.”

Courtland native Tom Za-
yas, 83, recalled visiting Riv-

erside Baths in the 1940s and 
1950s.

Zayas, who would occa-
sionally visit the place during 
his childhood with his sisters, 
Charlotte, Mary and Angie, 
said that during that time, 
Riverside Baths was a segre-
gated business.

“I’m of Mexican descent 
and they wouldn’t let us 
in there,” Tom said. “If you 
weren’t white, you couldn’t 
go in there. Being that I was 
white complected, I passed. 
But they wouldn’t allow dark 
Mexicans or blacks in there. 
We were almost turned away 
ourselves.”

In regard to his parents, 
Thomas and Adela Zayas, 
Tom said, “They couldn’t 
speak very good English, so 
they weren’t allowed (en-
trance to Riverside Baths).”

Tom, who also attend-
ed the segregated Court-
land High School, where 
he graduated in 1949, 
fondly recalled meet-
ing former world heavy-
weight boxing champion 

Max Baer at the plunge 
in 1952.

“Max Baer was one of the 
biggest things at the time, 
because he was a really good 
boxer,” Tom said. “He was 
(then residing at 1999 8th 
Ave.). I shook his hand and 
his hand was so big that it 
went over my hand. I re-
member that, you know. My 
hand was small compared to 
his (hand). He was a big guy. 
Everybody knew Max Baer 
was there. He talked to all 
of us. We just said, ‘hi,’ and 
we introduced ourselves (to 
Baer). That was about it. 
There were a lot of people 
he was around. He was a ce-
lebrity.”

Like many local amusement 
sites of earlier generations, the 
Land Park Plunge is but a dis-
tant memory, as it was closed 
in the mid-1950s.

But despite its absence, 
for most who remember it, 
Riverside Baths remains 
one of the most cherished 
recreational sites in the 
city’s history.

Remembering the 
Riverside Baths 
Old recreational site was a 
popular attraction

Photo courtesy of Sacramento Public Library, Sacramento Room 
This 1910 advertisement announced that swimming was available at the Riverside 
Baths during its second year of operation.

Photo courtesy of the Lance Armstrong Collection
The Riverside Baths on Riverside Boulevard opened in this enclosed building in 1909.

See Riverside Baths, page 7

Riverside Baths:
Continued from page 6

By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: A previous sto-
ry can be read by searching for 
“pub theater” on our website, 
www.valcomnews.com

A transformation of  the 
Tahoe Food Market on 
14th Avenue is complete. 
Just last March, the in-
side was a bit of  a disas-
ter area with wet plaster 
drying over large holes 
in the walls. There were 
bars on the windows. Just 
last week, Jackie Nadile 
the visionary and busi-
ness owner of  the latest 
incarnation of  the space, 
called the East Sacramen-
to News with exciting 
news. “ We’re just about 
to open. It’s looking like 
next week.”  

Sure enough, the place 
looks good to go. Upon ar-
rival to 5440 14th Ave., 
Jackie opens the doors to 
what she and her husband 
Alan Lee have named, Pub-
lic House Theater. Rows of 
old Del Paso Theatre chairs, 

obtained from Alan’s boss, 
line the inside as red cur-
tains border a large movie 
screen. Also in the seating 
area is a comfortable couch 
and the kind of recliners 
you just sink into.

Behind the seating area, 
in a separate room, is the 
bar, which features beer 
from West Sacramen-
to micro-brew, Bike Dog 
(whose owner, like Jackie, 
is a Tahoe Park resident.) 
Jackie said she hosted a 
private party for friends 
there last weekend who 
really enjoyed the beer 
from Bike Dog. 

Whereas most movie 
theaters charge a lot for 
popcorn and soda pop to 
recoup the costs of  pro-
ceeds lost from ticket 
sales to the movie com-
panies, Nadile said she’s 
hoping to keep the prices 
down. With regular menu 
items such as sandwiches, 
paninis and pizza, Public 
House Theater will also 
offer specials from time-
to-time from local res-
taurants, including sushi 

It’s show time! Sacramento pub theater 
to have debut movie on Friday

night with sake and fare 
from Kansai Ramen & 
Sushi House (2992 65th 
St.,Ste. 288).

Jackie said if  she can find 
Easy Rider on Blue-Ray 
she will show that open-
ing night, Friday, Sept. 26 
and from opening day on, 

she plans on keeping the 
theater open for Monday 
Night Football games, 
as well as movie nights 
Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday and Sunday mati-
nee. Food and drink will 
be served in a laid back 
atmosphere.
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By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

McKay and the Magical Hat is another engaging story with a 
magical theme from Land Park author, Kate David. In this sec-
ond book from “the magical hat” series, readers are reintroduced 
to Murphy and meet her younger sister, McKay. Sparked by a 
conversation with a little boy at school, McKay wonders what 
she can be when she grows up. Is there something she is des-
tined to become? Are there things she can’t be? As readers be-
gin McKay’s imaginative journey where she explores some of 
the many things she can be when she grows up, they may find 
themselves reconsidering their own stereotypes about careers lit-
tle girls dream to have. Where will McKay’s imagination take 
her? What will McKay decide to be when she grows up?

After Kate David came out with Murphy and 
the Magical Hat in 2012, with her eldest daugh-
ter, Murphy as the inspiration, she, of course, had to 
write the sequel for her youngest daughter, McKay, 
titled “McKay and the Magical Hat.” 

Released July 29, the timing couldn’t be better, as 
Kate had her third child, a baby boy named Maddox 
on Aug. 9. “There definitely will be a third book in the 
series and the character will be a boy. I have no idea 
what it will be about but it will be fun to write.”

This “magical” hat in the series has the power to whisk 
the little girls into the depths of their imaginations. In 
the first book, Murphy is brought to a carousel in the 
park to escape the sadness she feels because she can’t go 
out and play due to the rain. In this second book, the 
sisters ask each other what they want to be when they 
grow up and with the help of the magical hat, they be-
come a rock star, teacher, pilot, and astronaut. 

On a hot Saturday in July, Kate and her family met 
with this publication and its editor’s daughter, 2-and-
a-half-year-old Sophie. The little girls played as Kate 
discussed the process of writing her second book and 
the excitement she has, as a mother, promoting literacy 
in children’s lives. She said she has held book signings 
at local preschools and elementary schools and has in-
volved her daughters in those events. “Murphy likes to 

sign her name inside the book or draw a picture for 
someone we’re signing the book for. It has been fun. It’s 
fun to be able to give kids a book that’s unique.” 

“It was fun to just imagine all the things she might 
be as she grows up and that’s certainly the basis of the 
book and that the possibilities are endless. It was fun 
to imagine all of the things she might consider when 
she’s thinking about what she wants to be.”

Inside the play area, Kate pulled out a knit hat she 
made that looks identical to the one in the books. Usedv 
during school visits, Kate said, “Kids love it when I wear 
it. They ask if it’s magic and they want to try it on or 
think about making their own. So, when I do school 
visits, we often let the kids make their own magical 
hat. They put glitter on it, stars, glue and crazy kinds of 
things and it makes for really fun activity for the kinder-
garteners, especially and first and second grade too.”

“Through all of this, it seems like I was wearing 
more of a literacy hat too. And when I am talking to 
schools or when I am talking to parents, we’re really 
talking about the importance of reading to your chil-

dren at least 15 minutes a day and just continuing to 
remind parents that component comes from them. 
That they are the most impactful to their children.”

“I felt I knew a little bit more about what I wanted as 
an end result when I went into the process of the second 
book. This one was just so much fun. The illustrations real-
ly came to life when the magical hat gets put on. The words 
rhyme which is a lot more work but a lot of fun to do be-
cause I wanted that to be a part of the magic of the story.”

The Davids came to Sacramento after Jeff took 
a marketing job for the Sacramento Kings. Before 
that he worked for the NBA league office. 

Kate was born and raised in Columbus, Ohio. She re-
ceived her degree in Journalism from Ohio University af-
ter numerous higher education creative writing courses. 
In her prior life, Kate was in advertising and marketing 
for both radio and television stations. She feels fortunate 
to make her lifelong dream of becoming an author a reali-
ty, in “Murphy and the Magical Hat” and “McKay and the 
Magical Hat.” The Magical Hat series can be found at lo-
cal children’s boutiques and on Amazon.

Land Park resident releases second children’s book

See Solution, page 27

Courtesy 
Shown at left, the book cover of Land Park 
author Kate David’s latest children’s book, 
titled, “McKay and the Magical Hat.” 

Photo by Monica Stark 
Shown at right, Kate and her daughter, McKay inside their Land Park home. 
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is part two in a se-
ries regarding historic Asian districts of 
Sacramento.

During her recent interview with 
this publication, Rose (Ishimoto) 
Takata, who grew up in the historic 
Riverside area, referred to a now non-
existent community, west of the state 
Capitol, known as Japantown.

In sharing a memory about that 
community, Takata said, “Well, my 
dad (Sehei Ishimoto) used to take us 
there (to Japantown), because he had 
to sell his eggs and the crops that we 
grew. Well, of course, we had Chi-
nese cabbage. We used to have what 
they call daikon – Japanese radish 
– and we used to do green onion. 
I’m sure we had cucumber and stuff, 
too. But, mainly, we took whatev-
er we had to the Japanese market in 
Japantown. I would say (that mar-
ket was located in) the main part 
(of Japantown), somewhere around 
(today’s Capitol Mall), somewhere 
around 3rd (Street).”

Sacramento’s Japantown, which 
was basically located within an 
area bounded by 2nd, 5th, L and 
O streets, began to take form in the 
late 19th century.

An essay, entitled “A Portrait of Sac-
ramento’s Japanese Community,” by 
Cheryl Lynn Cole, notes: “It is not 
known for certain when the first Jap-
anese arrived in Sacramento. Proba-
bly several passed through the city in 
1868 while on their way to the Gold 
Hill Silk Colony, located between Co-
loma and modern Highway 50. And 
possibly some of them returned to re-
side in the city when that colony col-
lapsed a few years later.”

A 1910 federal immigration com-
mission report regarding “Japanese 
and other immigrant races in the Pa-
cific Coast and Rocky Mountain 
states” notes: “The Japanese popula-
tion of Sacramento is estimated to 
have been 12 in 1883 and 100 in 1893. 
According to the census, it was 337 
in 1900. In June 1909, it was estimat-
ed at 1,000. About 700 of these Jap-
anese were connected with business 
enterprises and professions or were 

unoccupied members of the families 
of persons thus gainfully employed. 
Some 300 were employed as porters 
in saloons, clubs and other places con-
ducted by white persons, as domes-
tics or as general ‘help’ in the city. The 
1,000 just mentioned is the estimated 
number of the Japanese ‘settled’ or reg-
ularly residing there.”

The report also refers to a “floating 
population, which ranged from 200 
to 2,500 Japanese people. The latter 
number was mentioned to have been 
the result of Japanese who gathered in 
the city during the last two weeks of 
August before they headed to work at 
nearby hop fields.

Sacramento was noted in the 1910 
report to have been an important dis-
tribution point for Japanese laborers 
for the then past 20 years.

And in regard to early living ac-
commodations for Japanese in Sac-
ramento, the report states that Jap-
anese laborers discovered that they 
were not welcomed in “white board-
inghouses” in the city, and that that 
they did not find Chinese conduct-
ed lodging houses to be suitable to 
their standards.

The reactionary measure for these 
Japanese was for them to operate their 
own boarding and lodging houses.

In 1891, Sacramento became home 
to two Japanese operated hotels and 
a Japanese run lodging house. Several 
other similar places were operating in 
the city by the mid-1890s.

Sacramento’s Japanese popula-
tion continued to expand and evolve 
with businesses and residential es-
tablishments, and their downtown 
community grew to become recog-
nized as Japantown.

An example of the early growth in Jap-
anese businesses in Sacramento is the 
expansion in the number of Japanese 
goods stores. The first of those stores 
opened in 1893 and by 1909, there were 
12 such stores in the capital city.

Sacramento became home to its 
first Japanese bathhouse in 1891 
and its first barbershop and restau-
rant serving Japanese and American 
food two years later. By 1909, Sacra-
mento was home to 26 Japanese run 
barbershops, and 36 Japanese oper-
ated restaurants, 28 of which were 
located in Japantown.

In living up to its name, Japantown 
was certainly like a town, as it would 
grow to include many more estab-
lishments, including banks, grocery 
stores, fish markets, drugstores, tailor 
shops, shoe repair shops, laundries, 
furnishings stores, employment agen-
cies, book and stationery stores, pho-
tography studios, a newspaper, print-
ing shops, bicycle shops, churches and 
even a motion picture theater.

The first Japanese run grocery store 
in Japantown was in operation as ear-
ly as 1893, and by 1909, 12 such busi-
nesses were operating in the area.

The 1910 federal immigration com-
mission report refers to Japantown as 
the “Japanese quarter,” and mentions 
that most of the city’s Japanese lived 
and worked within that area.

“It is evident that (Sacramento’s Jap-
anese) are closely colonized,” the re-
port noted.

In addition to their success in the 
Sacramento area, local Japanese also 
experienced hardships related to dis-
crimination.

For instance, the Webb-Haney Act, 
which was more commonly known 
as the California Alien Land Law of 
1913, prohibited people who were not 
American citizens or not eligible for 
citizenship from owning agricultural 
land. The law, which was mainly di-
rected toward Japanese, also banned 
such people from leasing the same 
property for more than three years.

Local Japanese were later target-
ed in the Johnson-Reid Act – aka the 
Immigration Act of 1924 – which, 
among other things, halted Japanese 
immigration to America. The law was 
enacted on May 26, 1924.

Undoubtedly, a great tragedy in the 
lives of Sacramento’s Japanese occurred 
as a result of the signing of Executive 
Order 9066 by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt on Feb. 19, 1942.

The presidential approval of this or-
der, which occurred following the Jap-
anese attack on Pearl Harbor, allowed 
for the assembly, evacuation and re-
location of more than 100,000 men, 
women and children of Japanese an-
cestry residing on the West Coast.

In regard to the removal of Sacra-
mento’s Japanese from the capital city, 
a related article from the initial por-
tion of that event appeared on the 

front page of The Sacramento Bee on 
Wednesday, May 13, 1942.

In describing the scene on that day, 
The Bee reported the following: “Car-
rying only their personal effects, large 
numbers of Japanese families, includ-
ing tiny babies and gray haired old-
sters, began gathering in front of the 
(Memorial) Auditorium shortly be-
fore 8 a.m. today. There they boarded 
buses for the short trip to camp.

“Streets were blocked off near the 
loading areas on I Street, between 
Fifteenth and Sixteenth streets, and 
on Fifteenth Street, between I and J 
streets, so that the evacuation could 
be carried on in an orderly manner.”

Following the war, many Japanese, 
who had resided in Sacramento’s Ja-
pantown, returned to that area and 
discovered that it had become occu-
pied by others who had filled the va-
cancy created by their internment.

Available housing in that area, as 
well as throughout the city, was scarce 
following the war, and some local Jap-
anese resorted to temporarily residing 
at the old Camp Walerga, where they 
had been detained before heading to 
the Tule Lake internment camp, near 
the Oregon border.

Eventually, the once thriving “Japa-
nese quarter” made a partial comeback 
only to be eliminated again in the 1960s, 
this time in the name of redevelopment 
through the creation of Capitol Mall.

Japantown was a thriving community, just west of state Capitol

CKM Jr. Lions to hold first 
homecoming event ever

The McClatchy High School Junior Lions Youth Football 
& Cheer will be having its first ever homecoming on Sept. 27. 
Playing West Campus, this is the Junior Lions’ fourth season 
and this is the first year for West Campus’ competition. “Game 
day is always a festive day,” CKM Jr. Lions president Robbie 
Larsen told the Land Park News. “Our homecoming crew has 
some surprises for this one.”

The games will be at C.K. McClatchy High School and 
game times are 10 a.m., noon, 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. There will be 
a couple food trucks and the team’s snack bar. CKM’s 12 and 
under team has lost only three games in the last four years 
with two championships. 

Show here are a collection of photographs courtesy of CKM Jr. Lions.

Sp o r t s

Sehei Ishimoto often sold his Sacramento area 
grown produce and eggs in the city’s Japantown, 
near the state Capitol.
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1915 24TH STJUST LISTED

1209 47TH AVEJUST SOLD

*

Where the heck is Cervantes Pla-
za? Not many local residents have even 
heard of it. Cervantes Plaza is an unas-
suming tree-lined patch of green park 
space along Freeport Boulevard nes-
tled between Espresso Metro and the 
boarded up Crepe Escape restaurant. 

The park space at the plaza is a de-
cent spot for local residents to walk their 
dogs or for Sacramento City College 
students to just hang out. But the plaza 
could use some beautifying panache – a 
nip and a tuck. It just sits there. 

Cervantes Plaza will soon be getting 
a cool makeover that may include pub-
lic art from the Downtown Plaza and 
more park space for people to enjoy.  
Who knows what else they may add 
as this improvement project moves 
forward. Panache is on the way!

The park is actually being referred 
to as a “public safety hazard,” accord-
ing to City Council member Steve 
Hansen’s office. 

District Representative Pete Feno-
lio told me via e-mail that they will be 
fixing a public safety hazard that was 
created years ago by the frontage road 
between Cervantes Plaza and Free-
port Boulevard. It will be part of the 
Freeport Boulevard re-striping proj-
ect that will make for a more pedestri-
an friendly street. The frontage road 
will be completely eliminated along 
with the “excessively long crosswalk 
that it creates,” Pete said. 

The frontage road doubles as a cross-
walk/street. It definitely seemed danger-
ous when I was there observing the area. 
It’s used as a crosswalk and a road. Those 
two things do not usually go together. 

In place of the hazardous front-
age road/crosswalk will be more park 
space. The curb and gutter for the ex-
panded park should begin construc-
tion with the restriping project early 
next summer.

The other exciting development is 
plans for public art that used to be 
displayed at the former Downtown 
Plaza will find a new home at Cer-
vantes Plaza. 

City Council member Steve Hansen 
mentioned to the Land Park Commu-
nity Association they may add some 
public art to the new park space. They 
have their eye on the sculptures that 
were formerly at the Downtown Pla-
za. Specifically, the ceramic harlequin 
sculptures created by artist Yoshio 
Taylor called “Spherical Discourse”, 
the Tony Notsoulas sculpture titled 

Balancing Act (as seen on the cover of 
this issue), and a large, intricate steel 
gazebo that was on display at the now 
demolished Downtown Plaza. 

Hansen’s office has been in contact 
with the Sacramento Arts Commis-
sion about the public art work.   I spoke 
to their Executive Director Shelly Wil-
lis over the phone and she told me that 
“Cervantes Plaza is definitely a potential 
site that we’re seriously considering but, 
nothing has been approved. Nothing is 
set in stone. It’s just an idea right now.” 

A brilliant idea! 
Shelly went on to tell me she’s been 

approached by a lot of people that are 
interested in sighting the former Down-
town Plaza artwork in libraries, parks, 
and all kinds of places. Frankly, I’d like 
to have Balancing Act in my backyard. 
I could gaze up at it while I grill a NY 
York steak and sip on a craft beer. But 
alas, public art is to be viewed in public. 

The relocating of public art has to go 
through a process. Shelly told me, “We’ve 
done the first thing which is remove the 
art pieces and put them in storage.  Now 
we’ll create a plan to conserve them and 
work with the artists to develop an in-
stallation that works for the individual 
artwork and then install them.”

The Sacramento Arts Commission 
has to approve the Cervantes Pla-
za site. By spring, they will be bring-
ing the location site to the Sacramen-
to Arts Commission for approval. “It’s 
exciting and it would be an interesting 
spot for the artwork,” Shelly said. 

Instead of cars and bikes whizzing by, 
perhaps the park improvements along 
with the public art will transform Cer-
vantes Plaza into a wondrous gather-
ing spot along Freeport Boulevard. 

Casual Healthy Dining Coming 
To Former Crepe Escape Building. 

Another improvement will also be 
coming to that specific area along Free-
port Boulevard. The building that used 
to house the Crepe Escape has seen some 
activity lately. There was a small fire a cou-
ple years ago, which caused the restaurant 
to shut its doors. Lately, there have been 
workers on the roof and guys in big white 
trucks working on the building. 

When I peeked through a window, 
there looked to be some food pam-
phlets and also a catalog of cheeses 
and a catalog about glassware. 

This is real investigative reporting 
here!

There was also a liquor license ap-
plication posted on the front of the 

building. It says the company apply-
ing for the license is M Café Inc. 

I googled M Café and they indeed 
are applying for a liquor license and 
the owner is Rafi Rozbahani. 

More Internet research and I found the 
headquarters of M Café is at 2700 24th 
St. When I Googled the address Café 
Donterels in Curtis Park popped up.

It took quite a few phone calls, but I was 
finally able to speak with Rafi about his 
plans for the new restaurant on Freeport. 

He told me they don’t have a name 
and they’re in the initial planning stag-
es. But the good news is something 
will finally be happening in that spot. 
Land Park residents have been eager 
for something, anything, to take over 
the empty building. 

Rafi wouldn’t give me too much de-
tail but told me the new restaurant will 
offer casual, healthy food like salads, 

sandwiches, and burgers. A variety of 
different foods will lean more toward a 
healthy direction like a signature salm-
on burger. They will also offer local 
craft beer. Bring on the Panic IPA! 

They’re also going to spend some 
money on the building to make it look 
nicer. The patio will be used year round 
for outdoor dining. One interesting as-
pect Rafi let me in on was they plan on 
installing automatic garage doors that 
will be placed in front of the outdoor 
patio area. The garage doors will be 
controlled depending on the weather. 
Sort of an indoor/outdoor dining area 
with automatic garage doors. 

Look for a new casual dining spot in 
the old Crepe Escape building around 
February of next year. 

Got an item for Over The Fence? 
Greg@valcomnews.com.

By Greg Brown
greg@valcomnews.com

Cervantes Plaza To Come Alive

Got News?
E-mail us, editor@valcomnews.com

Photos by Greg Brown
Boarded up Crepe Escape building.

The frontage road and crosswalk that will be eliminated for more park space. 
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Don’t let pain sideline your life 
We know that living with hip and knee pain is, well, a pain. That’s why we 
specialize in orthopedic care, treating a wide variety of conditions from arthritis 
to sports injuries. And should you need surgery, it is comforting to know that 
Sutter Medical Center, Sacramento ranks No. 1 in California for Joint Replacement 
according to CareChex®. And that’s another way we plus you. 

sutterorthopedics.org

Thomas Blumenfeld, M.D.,
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Cloyce, Joint Replacement 
Patient
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w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

F o r  o v e r 
4 0  y e a r s

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

 4981 vIRgINIA WAy • $309,900
ED DANIELS • 204-6702

5613 NORmAN WAy • $245,000
ATCHAN vAN PELT • 813-5919

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

2721 FREEPORT bLvD.
Truly a must see inside. Old Land Park 
Homeland Area, with many upgrades, 
including dual pane windows. Shows 
wonderfully. Granite kitchen counters, 
updated appliances, formal dining, very 
large master suite with extra closets, 
including a huge walk-in. $334,000 
TREy bONETTI • 768-9360

3240 24TH STREET
1923 Cape Cod style cottage on quiet 
street one block from Curtis Park. 
Beautifully maintained with many 
upgrades throughout . Newer sewer 
line, newer energy efficient central 
heat and air, gas insert in living room 
fireplace. $367,000
LARRy EASTERLINg • 849-9431

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ LOw iNTrOduCTOry COST
★ STArT ANyTime
★ Live CLASSeS

Call: Ed Daniels • 451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ mONTHLy CASH FLOw
★ TeNANT SCreeNiNG
★ mAiNTeNANCe

Call: brittany Naucke • 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

2816 4TH AvENUE
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,352 square feet 
of living space and large .16 acre lot. 
The garage is newer with alley access. 
The kitchen is updated and there is an 
inside laundry area. There is a separate 
living room and a dining room/family 
room combination.   $459,000  
LARRy EASTERLINg • 849-9431

3089 FREEPORT bLvD.
3 bdrm home plus extra lot across 
from mcClatchy HS Zoned r-3 multi-
Family, TO Be SOLd TOGeTHer AT 
THiS PriCe. walk to Taylor’s mkt, 
Light-rail, more. Lots of possibilities 
here for investor or developer or 
builder. $374,950
PAm LIgHTFORD-LygREN • 806-1020

6120 WyCLIFFE WAy
Prestigious South Land Park Hills. 
Beautiful centrally located home on 
a quiet street. Features swimming 
pool with water fall, plantation shut-
ters, closets galore, walk-in showers, 
built-in speakers. $475,000 
LISA LINARES • 956-4745
SUE HALEy • 752-1372

1156 ROSA DEL RIO WAy
South Land Park 3/2 with bonus 
upstairs loft! Close to Hwy 5 and 
minutes to upcoming King’s arena 
downtown!! Near schools, parks, 
shopping, river bike trail. Laminate 
floors throughout. updated master 
bath with slate tile. $249,000 
LISA LINARES • 956-4745

S O L D S O L D

S O L D

S O L D

PENDING

THANK yOU TO ALL
OF OUR SPONSORS,

CONTRIbUTORS AND
PATRONS OF THIS

yEAR’S COOK REALTy 
CHARITy gOLF
TOURNAmENT!

Annual Run for A Safe Haven in William Land Park

My Sister’s House Celebrates 11 
years of Running and Walking 
to Help End Domestic Violence 
and Human Trafficking
By: Nilda Valmores 
My Sister’s House, Executive Director

For 11 years, staff and volunteers at My Sister’s House have worked 
endlessly to organize its annual Run for a Safe Haven, a primary fund-
raiser to help My Sister’s House in its efforts to end domestic violence, 
sexual assault, and human trafficking against Asian Pacific Islander 
women and children in the Central Valley. They do this because staff, 
board members, and community of volunteers know how important 
these issues are and the number of lives impacted by these crimes of 
domestic violence, sexual assault, and human trafficking.   

Although My Sister’s House has a culturally specific focus, the 
organization never turns anyone away because of their ethnicity.  In 
fact, there is a high proportion of African American and Hispanic 
women that benefit from My Sister’s House services every year. 

Did You Know? 
• Every 9 seconds in the U.S. a women is assaulted or beaten?
• Asian Pacific Islanders are the largest group of people traf-
ficked in the U.S.

See Safe Haven, page 20
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Got News?
E-mail us, editor@valcomnews.com
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My Sister’s House 5K Run 
for a Safe Haven is a family-
friendly event which attracts 
participants of all ages from 
all over Sacramento County 
and its surrounding areas. The 
Run this year will take place 
on Saturday, Oct. 25 at Wil-
liam Land Park starting at 8 
a.m. and concluding with an 
awards ceremony.

Erin Maurie, Board Mem-
ber, Event Co-Chair, and First 
5 Sacramento’s Communica-
tions Program Planner, has 
been a part of this event for 
years and has seen it grow from 
a few hundred runners to near-
ly a thousand supporters. Mau-
rie said, “We hope to draw in 
another large turnout this year, 
with expectations to exceed 
1,000 walker and runners. Last 
year, participants helped raise 
more than $60,000 for My 
Sister’s services and programs. 
We’re hoping to exceed last 
year’s record and look forward 
to another successful event.”  
For more info on the Run for 
a Safe Haven or how you can 
donate to this great cause, vis-
it www.runforsafehaven.com or 
call 930-0626.   See you Satur-
day, Oct. 25! 

Three local nonprofit orga-
nizations, 916 Ink, Teach for 
America, and the Sacramen-
to Public Library Foundation, 
have come together to present 
the first annual “Walk4Liter-
acy” in Sacramento on Satur-
day, Oct. 25 at 8 a.m.

The Walk4Literacy is a new 
and exciting event aimed at 
raising awareness of the chil-
dren’s illiteracy crisis in the 
Sacramento region. Right 
now, roughly 60 percent of 
the region’s third grade chil-
dren do not read at grade level. 
Research shows that 74 per-
cent of students who are be-
hind in their literacy skills by 
the end of 4th grade will nev-
er catch up. These students 
are more likely to drop out of 
high school, live in poverty as 
adults, and/or interface with 
the juvenile detention system. 
It’s time to move the needle 
forward in our community on 
children’s literacy.

Registration for the walk 
costs $50 for a family (two 
adults and up to three chil-
dren). Groups of 15 may re-
ceive a rate of $15 per person 
by calling Yolanda Torrecillas 
at 264-2832. Individual regis-
trations are also available on-
line. Registration is easy and 
online at www.walk4literacy.
org. Registration includes a 
Walk4Literacy t-shirt and a 
swag bag with goodies pro-
vided by the collaborating 
organizations and sponsors. 
Children are encouraged to 
wear costumes. In addition, 
a free costume booth will be 
provided at the beginning 
of the walk for children to 

dress up and join in the fun! 
Funds raised will be distrib-
uted through a grant process 
administered by an impartial 
third party to nonprofit or-
ganizations that provide pro-
grams that positively improve 
children’s literacy skills.

 The walk route is exact-
ly four miles, and begins 
at McClatchy Park in Oak 
Park. The route takes walk-
ers through North Oak 
Park, Curtis Park, Land 
Park, downtown, past the 
Capitol and to the Sacra-
mento Convention Center 
where there will be a rib-
bon cutting ceremony at 10 
a.m. to kick off the inaugu-
ral California Capital Book 
Festival, a 2-day free, public 
event with more than 125 
authors participating.

The official hashtag for the 
event is #ABC123 on Twitter.

If you go: 
Who: 916 Ink, Teach for 
America, Sacramento Public 
Library Foundation 
Sponsors: Golden 1 Credit 
Union, Sacramento Housing 
and Redevelopment Agen-
cy, Visions in Education, 
LifeSTEPS, Sacramento 
Chinese Community Center, 
and California Capital Book 
Festival
What: Walk4Literacy. A fam-
ily-friendly, 4-mile walk
Where: McClatchy Park 
(33rd St. and 5th Ave., Sac-
ramento)
When: Saturday, Oct. 25 at 
8 a.m. (Registration begins at 
7:00 a.m.) 

“WALK4LITERACY”: 
Inaugural Land Park area event strives to 
create awareness of children’s illiteracy

Safe Haven:
Continued from page 17

Small Wonders of Africa 
exhibit opens Friday at the 
Sacramento Zoo 

As the summer draws to a close, new spe-
cies will be moving to a new home at the Sacra-
mento Zoo. Small Wonders will house Straw-
colored Fruit Bats, Aardvark, Wolf ’s Guenons, 
Red-billed Hornbill and Crested Guineafowl. 

Each of these species will help tell the sto-
ry of East Africa, presenting the challenges of 
conserving wildlife in this unique corner of the 
world. The Sacramento Zoo has been an active 
participant in many East African conservation 
programs to educate the African people who 
share the landscape with native wildlife.

Small Wonders has expanded and im-
proved an existing structure – both on-
and off-exhibit animal facilities. It re-
placed the existing mesh with modern, 
finer-grade stainless steel and glass to al-
low for greater visibility. The previous 
parrot, owl, porcupine and lemur habi-
tats (six exhibits in all) were combined to 
form three large spaces. The renovation 
also includes an artificial termite mound 
where guests will be able to observe noc-
turnal Aardvarks even as they sleep.

Thanks to presenting sponsor The Ron & 
Shirley Watkins Family as well as many ad-
ditional donors, over $600,000 was raised 
to make this project possible.

Come see Small Wonders of Africa this fall! 
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By Matias A. Bombal

The last of Sacramento’s great 
movie theaters to be built, The 
Crest, which opened Oct. 6, 1949 
amid searchlights and movie stars 
in-person for the premiere of M-
G-M’s “That Midnight Kiss”, faces 
an unknown future as the building’s 
owner is forcing the tenant/opera-
tor, CSLM, Inc. out of business with 
an impossible rent increase.

On that opening night in 1949, 
as may be seen in a Fox-Moviet-
one newsreel of the event, Gover-
nor Earl Warren told the more than 
5,000-person crowd assembled on 
K Street: “This is a great event to-
night ... We’re very proud of this 
new theater, and I’m sure the people 
of Sacramento will give it their pa-
tronage because it deserves it.” The 
Governor was right, and for many 
years to come the venerable theater, 
designed architecturally in a late 
1940s “Skouras Style” was the ze-
nith of excellence in movie presenta-
tion. The theater was built in 1949 
with all new state-of-the-art electri-
cal, plumbing, and HVAC.

It was constructed in the gut-
ted shell, or outer four walls of the 
1913 structure that had once housed 
the Hippodrome Theatre and ini-
tially, the short lived Empress The-
atre, which closed after only one year. 
The Empress operators, Sullivan and 
Considine, Ponzi schemers, were 
run out of town leaving the investors 
holding the bag.

Fox-West Coast operated the en-
tirely new Crest Theatre, “The Place 
to Go” from 1949, through some in-
ternal changes within their own 
company, including a rebranding as 
National General Theatres through 
mid 1979. Independent exhibitor 
Ron Morgan’s Morgan Cinemas gave 
it a short run in the early 1980s. By 
then the combined elements of ur-
ban sprawl and the increasing greed 
of the movie distributors made the 
operation of the Crest impossible for 
showing movies alone and it closed. 
Herb Liverette tried to turn it into a 
dinner theater in 1984, with grandi-
ose plans for a remodel designed by 
noted Sacramento architect David 
Mogavero. The slogan “Our Quest, 
Save the Crest” fell on deaf ears.

During that time I was in my ear-
ly teens, and fascinated by old the-
aters, I’d run all over the place while 
Liverette’s team tried to raise funds. 
I was trained as a volunteer relief 
projectionist by both Mario Menco-
ni and Kenny Smith. Thus, at that 
early age I became familiar with the 
entire physical plant of the Crest 
Theatre and how all of its systems 

worked. When the dinner theater 
plans were canceled, Liverett moved 
on, and just as today, the Crest’s fu-
ture was uncertain.

In 1986 the present era of the 
Crest’s life, and perhaps most sig-
nificant, began when Linda Mc-
Donagh, operator of the Palms 
Playhouse in Davis, sought a larger 
venue for music concerts that need-
ed a bigger space than she had in her 
rustic barn in Davis. Her attitude 
was “How about we clean it up as it 
is?” I approached her with the idea 
of showing classic films in the style 
of bygone days with short subjects 
on days the theater was not used for 
the live shows she wished to present.  
She got a friend to back her finan-
cially, Charlie Soderquist, and the 
initials of the two became the name 
of their new company: CSLM, Inc. 
CSLM then leased the building, 
taking operation on Oct. 1, 1986.

CSLM’s other partners, Andy 
Field, Gary Schoreder, and Bill He-
berger then took most of Octo-
ber and the first half of November 
cleaning up the theater, and upgrad-
ing anything necessary to make it 
fully functional and compliant with 
the needs of any modern building. 
The theater re-opened with a gala 
black tie presentation of “Singin’ in 
the Rain” with the film’s star, Don-
ald O’ Connor, in-person, Nov. 18, 
1986.  I was CSLM’s first employ-
ee and managed the theater for a 
short period, then stayed on to han-
dle publicity, book movies, and em-
cee events until I was fired in 1991. 
In an era before DVDs, TCM, Net-
flix, and the smart phone, you could 
not really find classic movies any 
other way. 

In October 1986, I brought a young 
lady into the group from United Art-
ists’ Theatre on Arden Way. “Sid” 
or Laura Garcia, would become the 
shining light of the Crest to the pres-
ent for CSLM.  She has managed the 
theater for 25 of the 28 years CSLM 
has had the stewardship of this im-
portant cultural icon of the city. She 
took the torch and ran with it. In that 
time, hopes that were only dreams 
at the beginning were fully realized: 
first and foremost, the preservation 
of the building in as close to its orig-
inal 1949 state as possible, the re-
lighting of its magnificent miles of 
marquee neon in 1991, the restora-
tion of the stage drapery, and the fact 
that the doors were open to one and 
all for all types of events for both pa-
trons and event promoters.

The value of the CSLM, Inc.’s op-
eration of the Crest and their con-
tribution to the fabric of the Sac-
ramento community and beyond is 

self-evident. Great live shows, won-
derful movies, and special events 
have created cherished memories 
and captured the imagination of all 
who experienced them. The enter-
tainment knowledge accrued in 28 
years shows that CSLM knows its 
craft in this particular venue bet-
ter than anyone in this market. This 
brings us to the present dilemma 
that they now face.

In 2011, Robert Emerick, a waste-
water treatment engineer (sewage) 
with no theatrical experience, pur-
chased for $2.8 million what he calls 
“Historic Crest Commercial Center” 
on his Facebook page. According to 
an Aug. 26 Sacramento Bee article 
by Cathie Anderson, Mr. Emerick 
further states that CSLM was pay-
ing well less than half market rent, 
at 40 cents per square foot.

I would offer that the square foot 
market value for a theater space 
should not be valued the same as of-
fice or industrial on the basis that 
the space within the square footage 
of these structures is utilized dif-
ferently. With the glacier-like move 
of the forthcoming sports arena, no 

doubt square footage values will be 
on the rise, and clever investors are 
buying any property they can now, 
to cash in after the arena is a going 
concern.

Mr. Emerick is quoted in the same 
Bee article with statements that did 
not make sense to me, based on my 
own past experience with the build-
ing and the nature of the theatrical 
business. He says: “There’s plumb-
ing in the theaters that’s 100 years 
old.” In actuality, the plumbing was 
entirely new in 1949, as city con-
struction permit records indicate. 

Emerick additionally says that 
“The Crest’s air-conditioning sys-
tem must be replaced, at a cost of 
$100,000, because the state is ban-
ning the refrigerant it uses by 2020.” 
Although the latter part of that 
statement is correct, Mr. Emerick 
does not mention that extant air 
conditioning units that are in good 
operating order that use that cool-
ant, R12, are grandfathered in past 
2020 and are exempt from the ban. 
Thus, unless there is a major failure 

to the Crest HVAC system, this is a 
non-issue.

The Bee article quotes Emerick, 
“if the Crest is ever to show mov-
ies again in its historic theater, it 
will need to upgrade the projection 
equipment at a cost of $100,000 to 
$150,000.” This is also not correct. 
In point of fact, the CSLM has been 
showing movies at the Crest both on 
film (rarely, but enough to keep the 
equipment maintained and in use) 
and Blu Ray DVD on an industrial 
digital projector (not DCP) for sev-
eral years now. CSLM supports and 
hires union projectionists from Lo-
cal 50 of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical and Stage Employees. 

Emerick says that people want to 
see more movies at the Crest, as does 
he, and that a DCP digital projector 
is needed due to the movie industry 
change from 35mm film in theaters 
to DCP digital projectors. This state-
ment, seemingly well intentioned, 
shows his lack of understanding of 
the way movie exhibition works.

Movie exhibition is the only busi-
ness in which the manufacturer is 
constantly trying to put the retail-
er out of business. The distributor’s 
contractual obligation of showing 
new movies a minimum of 4 weeks 
which began in the late 1970s, 
spelled doom for the giant single 
screen theaters.  This gave birth to 
the multiplex cinema with several 
auditoriums of various sizes. With 
several screens in one theater, the 
operator simply put the movie that 
has the best attendance in the big-
gest auditorium. Other movies that 
have been there two to four weeks 
are run in the smaller ones. 

The show times are staggered so 
there is a constant flow of traffic at 
the candy counter; the only place 
any movie theater makes the money 
it needs to cover operating expens-
es, as most of the box-office reve-
nue goes directly to the distributors. 
With the switch to digital DCP pro-
jection in the last five years in most 
chain theaters, the last of the inde-
pendent movie theater operators 
have vanished nationwide for two 
principal reasons.

The first and most important: mov-
ie theater chains bid for first run re-
leases in each market, and the buy-
ing or bidding power they offer the 
distributors (the movie studios) is 
far greater than a single independent 
may offer. As an example, if the Crest 
were to offer an advance of $5,000 
for a four week run of a movie for its 
single screen and the distributor also 
receives an offer from Cinemark for 
$5,000 per each of their 332 theaters 
and 4, 456 screens ($5,000 multi-
plied by 332 theaters or more!), the 
reality is that the distributor will not 

take the Crest’s telephone call. First-
run commercial or art films are thus 
unavailable to independent theaters, 
which are now becoming extinct in 
the current exhibition market.

The second reason is the theatri-
cal DCP projector itself, unlike the 
35mm film projectors of the past 
which provided more than 50 years 
of service if properly maintained, 
are very expensive, from $80,000 to 
$125,000 and only have the life of a 
computer hard drive, and will need to 
be replaced at that same amount in 
only a few years. Most independents 
can’t shoulder that financial burden, 
and if they can afford one, they still 
could not get the movies to show be-
cause of the impossibility competing 
with chain theaters to get product. 

Those are the facts as I see them. 
Now, personal opinion:

Ultimately, Mr. Emerick owns 
the building, and will do with it as 
he pleases. He’s indicated that he 
wants to give showbiz a whirl with 
his fiancee Yulya Borroum booking 
the theater for live events, both with 
no theatrical experience, beginning 
in November. For the sake of the 
theater, I hope his idea works, but I 
don’t understand how it could. I’ve 
given examples earlier. I’ ll add to 
this the fact that the Crest survives 
as a rental facility for promoters 
and film festival groups to put on 
events. The only events that Crest 

does in-house are the occasional 
movies that are shown when rentals 
don’t fill the calendar. Mr. Emer-
ick may lose his shirt and the Crest 
if he thinks he may do a better job 
than his tenant with 28 years expe-
rience in the building.

There’s also the possibility that 
Mr. Emerick has invested in the 
property with the knowledge and 
hope that the sports arena will in-
crease the value of his investment 
(indicated by his focused awareness 
of current square footage values) so 
that even if he gives it “the old col-
lege try” and it fails, he may cash in 
by selling it or converting the build-
ing to some other use. This has al-
ready begun with the restaurants 
in the basement level of the store 
fronts adjacent to the original the-
ater building.  This space was used 
to house the two additional movie 
theaters that CSLM used to oper-
ate, but had to close due to declined 
revenue and distributor politics.

If I were a landlord with a solid ten-
ant with tenure that would provide 
consistent reliable income, I would 
not force them out for more money 
thinking more in the long term than 
short gain. Perhaps Mr. Emerick has 
other financial concerns that are forc-
ing his hand. His reasons for rais-
ing the rent are dubious at best. He 
bought the building saying “he want-
ed to preserve a signature regional as-

set,” yet his actions seem just the op-
posite of his statement.

The sad result to me is the 28 
years of CSLM, made up of people 
and families that depend on income 
made there that utilizes their singu-
lar talents honed specifically for the 
unique facility that the Crest is. Soon 
they will be out of work, their future 
uncertain. Manager Laura “Sid” Gar-
cia-Heberger fell in love with CSLM 
partner Bill Heberger, married him 
and had children. 

The many employees, too, will be 
out of work.  Mr. Emerick, if true 
to his word of “wanting to preserve 
a signature regional asset,” must re-
consider keeping his tenant in place 
at a rent that is reasonable for them 
to pay. The heart of any business are 
the people that run it, they connect 
to you personally in what they do 
and how they do it. Absent that, any 
building becomes a soulless mono-
lith. Let’s not let the 28 years of ef-
fort by CSLM, Inc. at the Crest The-
atre become lost in the swirling mist 
of time.

(On the web: Rare newsreel footage 
of the opening night of the Crest The-
atre in Sacramento on Oct. 6, 1949 
introduced by Matias Bombal, for-
mer Crest Theatre manager, and now 
movie critic at www.mabhollywood.
com and Valley Community Newspa-
pers, can be seen at http://m.youtube.
com/watch?v=EvZoUH3x2rI)

Opinion

Crest Theatre faces unknown future after Oct. 31
The Crest:
Continued from page 22

See The Crest, page 23

Photo by Marc Peterson
Photographer Marc Peterson captured the Crest on K street 6 days before CSLM’s grand re-opening. 
Paula Bowden stands on the newly constructed lightrail platform looking up at the future hope for the 
theatre in 1986.  Note the little trees about to be planted along the street, now giants.

Sacramento Bee photo of The Crest Theatre’s original opening night, October 6, 1949.  This image courtesy of Dolores Greenslate/Portuguese Historical 
Society Collection.
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held on Jan. 24, 2015. It is our intent to se-
lect one to three organizations for our an-
nual giving based upon the organizations’ 
submitted applications. Deadline for appli-
cations is Sept. 2. Visit www.southsacrotary.
org for more information and to apply.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Run with a Recruiter
Every Friday at 6 a.m., the public is invited 
to join the Sacramento Police Department. 
This provides a unique opportunity for po-
tential police candidates and those in the 
hiring process to run together. 
 

September

Pocket-Greenhaven Friends of the 
Library Board Meeting (Adult)
Sept.  25: Interested in knowing how you 
can help your library? Attend the Pocket-
Greenhaven Friends of the Library monthly 
Board meeting at 6 p.m. for more informa-
tion. Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Li-
brary, 7335 Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food truck festival at Tahoe Park
Sept. 26: Enjoy food from local food truck 
vendors from 5 to 8 p.m.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Knit Together! - Pocket Library (Adult)
Sept. 26: Carrie Parker, a Pocket-Green-
haven resident and self professed knit-a-
holic, is bringing her needles to the library 
at 1 p.m. Anyone interested in knitting—
even an absolute beginner – is invited to 
join us. Participants can learn to knit, get 
help on current projects, or general advice 
from expert knitters. There might even be 
some great conversations too. Don’t for-
get to bring your knitting needles and yarn! 
7335 Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Prohibition in Sacramento @ 
Pocket Library (Family/All Ages)
Sept. 27: Sacramento’s open opposition to 
Prohibition and ties to rum-running up and 
down the California coast caused some to la-
bel the capital the wettest city in the nation. 
The era from World War I until the repeal of 
the 18th Amendment brought Sacramento 
storied institutions like Mather Field and de-
lightful surprises like a thriving film industry.  
Join historian Annette Kassis on an explora-
tion of this wet – and dry – snapshot of the 
River City at 11 a.m. Annette will sign cop-
ies of “Prohibition in Sacramento,” available 
for purchase at the program. Robbie Waters 
Pocket-Greenhaven Library, 7335  Gloria Dr. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

St. Robert Parish Annual Fall Festival
Sept. 27 and 28: On Saturday enjoy a  A 
Taste of Italy pasta dinner. There will be 
bingo, a craft fair.  Adults, ages 15 and older 
are $15; children, ages 6-14 are $7; children 
younger than 5 are free. Tickets are avail-
able at the school. On Sunday from 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., enjoy food booths, bingo, a craft 
fair, a children’s game area, a Beer and Wine 
Bar. There will be beer from New Helvetia 
Brewery as well as live music. St. Roberts is 
located at 2251 Irvin Way, Sacramento.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

ScholarShare Children’s Book Festival
Sept. 27-28: From 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., enjoy 
readings and presentations by children’s book 
authors and illustrators, storytelling perfor-
mances, hands-on literacy activities and family 
play time at the largest early childhood literacy 
festival in the region! Barney Saltzberg, author 
and illustrator of “Beautiful Oops” and nearly 
50 titles for children, will headline the two-day 
festival. www.fairytaletown.org; 808-7462.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘An Evening Under the Stars’ in Folsom
Sept. 27: The Folsom Symphony and Maestro 
Peter Jaffe Invite you to “An Evening Under The 
Stars.” Wine, dinner and dancing at the Palaz-
zo di Migianella in El Dorado Hills. Master of 

Ceremonies: Cristina Mendonsa and Roger Ni-
ello. Black Tie Optional. Silent and live auctions 
plus performances by symphony musicians. Va-
let parking included. Limited seating. Hosted 
by Marie Mitchell and Tony Mansour
Web: http://www.folsomsymphony.com. For 
more information, call 357-6718. The event 
starts at 6 p.m. and costs $250/person. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

End of Life Focus Groups
Sept. 29: Facilitators from the Board Re-
source Center would like to hear your ideas 
and experiences in order to help individuals 
effectively express their wishes when mak-
ing end-of-life planning choices. Join other 
participants at the Hart Senior Center, 915 
27th St., 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. or 2:30 to 4 
p.m. Sign-up to participate in one of the two 
focus group sessions by calling 808-5462 or 
visiting the Hart Senior Center front desk.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Stay & Play at Pocket Library 
(Early Childhood (0-5))
Sept. 30: Unstructured free play for small 
children and their caretakers. Starting at 10:15 
a.m., this session will be followed by a spe-
cial half-hour performance by Mr. Cooper at 
11 a.m. Partially funded by the Pocket-Green-
haven Friends of the Library. Robbie Waters 
Pocket-Greenhaven Library, 7335 Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Learn the ABCs of Medicare Part D
Sept. 30: Health Insurance Counseling and 
Advocacy Program will hold a presenta-
tion and question and answer session about 
Medicare Part D enrollment at the Hart Se-
nior Center, 915 27th St., 1 to 2 p.m. Sign-
up in advance by calling 808-5462 or visit-
ing the Hart Senior Center front desk. 

October

Judge a Book by Its Cover annual 
contest entry deadline 
Oct. 1: Sacramento Public Library’s annu-
al teen art contest honors Teen Read Week; 
entries due Oct. 1. Judge a Book by Its Cov-
er is Sacramento Public Library’s annual art 
contest that invites teens to design a new 
cover for a favorite book. Just create the new 
cover in any medium you choose, from a 
physical drawing or painting to a digital im-
age created on a screen. Several winning en-
tries will be selected, and the top winners 
will receive a copy of the book with their 
winning entry printed as the cover. Sub-
mit in person at any library branch. Library 
branches will have contest applications in 
stock. Submit online via Tumblr at http://
saclib.tumblr.com, click the “submit” link at 
the top of the page. Please note, participants 
who submit their entries digitally will still 
need to turn in a physical application form 
at a library.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Adult film discussion group to 
meet at Pocket Library
Oct. 1: An adult film discussion group will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. at the Robbie Waters 
Pocket-Greenhaven Library, 7335 Gloria 
Dr. Each month the club watches a selected 
film at home and then discusses it at the li-
brary. The film for October is “Fargo.”
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tea and Talk Book Club at Belle 
Cooledge (Adult)
Oct. 1: The Belle Cooledge Tea and Talk 
Book Club meets the first Wednesday of 
each month for a lively discussion and de-
licious goodies starting at 9:30 a.m. Belle 
Cooledge Library, 5600 South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Advanced ESL Conversation (Adult)
Oct. 1: Starting at 5 p.m., Toni Chapralis 
will lead a conversation group for advanced 
ESL learners. Toni Chapralis formerly 
taught at the Fremont School for Adults. 
Teens and adults are welcome to attend this 

session, which will be held at McClatchy Li-
brary, 2112 22nd St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sing Along with Mr. Cooper at 
Belle Cooledge Library (Family/
All Ages)
Oct. 1: At 4 p.m., join neighborhood favor-
ite Mr. Cooper for 30 minutes of music time 
and freeze dancing for ages 3 to 7 years. 
Belle Cooledge Library is located at 5600 
South Land Park Dr.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Baby Storytime at McKinley 
(Family/All Ages)
Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22: Babies from birth to 18 
months old and their parents/caregivers can 
enjoy great books, lively songs, and rhymes 
and meet other babies in the neighborhood. 
Starts at 10:30 a.m. at McKinley Library, 
601 Alhambra Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toddler Storytime at Belle 
Cooledge Library (Early Child-
hood (0-5))
Oct. 2: Toddlers and their caregivers will 
enjoy fun songs, stories, and fingerplays, 
starting at 9:30 a.m. After the storytime  we 
will have a stay and play group or a simple 
craft. To ensure that storytime is a positive 
experience for all attendance is limited to 40 
children (they can bring as many adults as 
they want!). Belle Cooledge Library is locat-
ed at 5600 South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Preschool Storytime at Belle 
Cooledge Library (Early Child-
hood (0-5))
Oct. 2: Preschoolers ages three and old-
er and their caregivers are invited to join us 
for fun songs, stories, fingerplays and a craft 
or play activity – all designed to build ear-
ly literacy skills. Fun starts at 11 a.m.  Belle 
Cooledge Library is located at 5600 South 
Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

River City Bee at Belle Cooledge 
(Adult)
Oct. 3: Starting at 9 a.m., join friends for 
an open sewing time for quilters, sewers, 
and embroiderers. Get together with fel-
low needlework enthusiasts to sew work 
on any project you choose--   meet some 
new people; and share ideas. Bring your 
own equipment and supplies and work 
on your own projects. We provide irons 
and ironing boards and extension cords. 
This program is offered in collabora-
tion with the River City Quilters Guild. 
Belle Cooledge Library is located at 5600 
South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toddler / Pre-school storytime at 
McKinley (Family/All Ages)
Oct.2, 9, 16, 23: Songs, fingerplays and 
stories especially for ages 18 months 
to 5 years old. Storytime is followed by 
playtime! Make new friends and play 
with toys at the McKinley Library, lo-
cated at 601 Alhambra Blvd. The fun 
starts at 10:30 a.m.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Baby/Toddler Stay and Play 
group at Pocket Library
Oct. 2, 7, 14, 16, 21, 23, 28, 30 : 
Baby/Toddler Stay & Play at will be 
held starting at 10:15 a.m. for ages 0-
5 at the Robbie Waters Pocket-Green-
haven Library, 7335 Gloria Dr. Informal 
play sessions will be immediately fol-
lowed by a storytime for babies and tod-
dlers (ages 0-3 years) and their caretak-
ers/families except on the last Tuesday 
of each month when there is a special 
performance by Mister Cooper instead. 
Partially funded by the Pocket-Green-
haven Friends of the Library.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

Ongoing

“Stretch, Strengthen, and Thrive” 
at ACC: 
This class is designed for the needs and abil-
ities of active older adults, who are interest-
ed in gaining or maintaining mobility, 5-6 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. $5 per class 
if pre-paid; drop-in fee is $6.  ACC Senior 
Services Center, 7375 Park City Dr., 393-
9026 x330, www.accsv.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Easy Tai Chi at ACC
Learn 24-form Yang Style Tai Chi at a slow-
er pace. Experience the gentle flow and treat 
your whole body to a gentle and relaxing 
workout.  $16 per month or $5 Drop-in 
class. For schedule call 393-9026, ext 330, 
www.accsv.org. ACC is located at 7375 Park 
City Dr. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Senior Fitness at St. Anthony’s
Senior Fitness meets Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday at 9:45 a.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Memorial Hall at 660 Florin Road. Cost 
is $2 per class. Do not have to belong to 
the church. Class incorporates dyna bands, 
small hand weights, balls, and rubber bands 
plus cardio. Chair and standing exercises for 
flexibility, strength and balance accompa-
nied by music of “the good ol’ days.” Partici-
pants do not have to get down on the floor! 
Paula has a Masters in Exercise Physiology 
and has been in the fitness business over 25 
years. Equipment supplied if needed.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Senior Yoga at ACC
This class is designed to maintain joint mo-
bility, muscle strength and flexibility. A yoga 
mat is required. $25 per month or $6 drop-
in class. For schedule call 393-9026, ext. 
330, www.accsv.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Taiko for fun at ACC
Learn the history and basics of Taiko which 
refer to the various Japanese drums. Wear 
comfortable clothing. $16 per month or $5 
drop-in class. For schedule call 393-9026, 
ext 330, www.accsv.org. ACC is located at 
7375 Park City Dr. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free Young Adult Bereavement 
Counseling: 
The UC Davis Hospice Program and UC Da-
vis Children’s Hospital Bereavement Program 
will offer an eight-week Young Adult Bereave-
ment Art Group for individuals 17 to 24 who 
are coping with the recent loss of a loved one. 
The sessions will be held on eight consecutive 
Monday evenings from Sept. 29 through Nov. 
17. Each session will be held from 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the UC Davis Home Care Servic-
es Building, 3630 Business Dr., Suite F.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Stretch, Strengthen, and Thrive!
This class is designed for the needs and abil-
ities of active older adults, who are interest-
ed in gaining or maintaining mobility. The 
class consists of a mix of full body stretch-
es, body weight exercises, strength training, 
and active stretching. 5:00-6:00 p.m. Mon-
days and Wednesdays. $5 per class if pre-
paid. Pre-registration and pre-payment is 
preferred, but drop-ins are welcome at a rate 
of $6 per class. Held at ACC Senior Servic-
es Center, 7375 Park City Dr., Sacramento, 
393-9026 x330, www.accsv.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community Skill Exchange (time 
bank) monthly potluck/meeting
On the second Thursday of the month, 
monthly meetings will be held at the Sac-
ramento Food Bank and Family Servic-
es. Information presentation and questions 
will be discussed between 5:30 and 6 p.m. 
Interested new friends encouraged to at-
tend. Potluck and sharing is 6:15- 7:30 p.m. 
Members and past friends welcome. Please 
bring a dish to share and be prepared to re-
cord ingredients before serving. 3333 3rd 
Ave., Oak Park. Community Room (Big 
Blue Door on 34th Street)
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

Sacramento Zoo needs wheelchairs
The Sacramento Zoo is looking for a few 
“gently used” wheelchairs, 808-5888. Your 
wheelchair can be a tax deductible dona-
tion, and  four zoo tickets will be offered as 
a thank you.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Support group for alienated 
grandparents
Meeting is the last Friday of each month 
at 2717 Cottage Way, suite 4. Meeting is at 
noon. 761-9121.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tai Chi  at Hart Senior Center
Focuses on low impact form of ancient Chi-
nese exercise, combining slow movements 
with relaxation. Mondays, 10:30 –11:30 
a.m. at the Ethel MacLeod Hart Senior 
Center, 915 27 St. Try it once for free! Stop 
by the Hart Senior Center front desk or 
contact 808-5462. Cost: $23 for five classes. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

Zumba for Seniors at Hart Senior 
Center
Zumba for Seniors incorporates physical 
exercise and dance steps to the rhythms of 
Cumbia, Merengue, Mambo, Salsa, Sam-
ba, and much more. Tuesdays 9:30-10:30am 
and Fridays 3 to 4 p.m. at the Ethel Ma-
cLeod Hart Senior Center, 915 27 St. Sac-
ramento (27th and J streets).  Try it once 
for free! For more information or to register, 
stop by the Hart Senior Center front desk 
or contact 808-5462.  Cost: $20 for five 
classes; $40 for 10 classes.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Active Yoga at Hart Senior Center
Increase your strength and flexibility, im-
prove balance, and enhance the ability to re-
lax and release stress. Classes are Mondays 
and Wednesdays, 2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. at 
the Ethel MacLeod Hart Senior Center, 915 
27th St. Classes will not be held Nov. 3, 5, 10 
and 12. For more information or to register, 
stop by the Hart Senior Center front desk 
or call 808-5462. Cost: $35 for five classes or 
$70 for 10 classes. Try the class once for free 
and see if Active Yoga is right for you.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Singers with Hart
Experienced and beginning singers age 50 
and above are welcome. New sessions start 
every nine weeks and are held at the Hart 
Senior Center, 915 27th Street, Sacramento 
(27th and J streets). Pre-registration is re-
quired. For more information, visit the Hart 
Senior Center front desk or contact (916) 
808-5462. Cost: $15.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of South Sacramento 
accepting applications for fund-
ing from crab feed
The Rotary Club of South Sacramento and 
its 501(c)(3) charitable foundation are ac-
cepting applications for funding from the 
proceeds of the annual Crab Feed, to be 

Courtesy Sacramento Children’s Home

At nearly 150 years old, the Sacra-
mento Children’s Home is Sacramen-
to’s oldest charitable organization.  Not 
long after the Sacramento Gold Rush, 
citizens noted with alarm children liv-
ing wild on the area’s riverbanks. On 
Feb. 14, 1867, these concerned citi-
zens founded what was to become the 
Sacramento Children’s Home. It be-
gan as orphanage in downtown Sac-
ramento at 18th and L streets, and 
it was later developed as a children’s 
farm association and home for the 
abandoned.  In the 1920s, news of a 
devastating fire at a Southern Califor-
nia sparked fear in those entrusted to 
care for Sacramento’s abandoned chil-
dren.  The quarters in the orphanage 
were cramped, and the local Fire Mar-
shal even ordered that the boys’ dor-
mitory be closed.  In 1925, they broke 
ground on a new building to face onto 
Sutterville Road.  

That iconic building still stands 
today.  It originally did house chil-
dren.  Rows of bunk beds lined large 
rooms on either side of the building 
– girls on one side, boys on the oth-
er.  There were also apartments in-
side for the children’s caregivers.  In 
1943, “orphanage” was stricken from 
the Sacramento Children’s Home 
name, and it transitioned to devot-
ing its resources to supporting vul-
nerable children with special needs.  
Most of them came from broken 
homes, or from homes where the 
parents had to enter the military.  
The goal was to give the children 
the help they needed, and then place 
them back into stable foster homes 
or family homes – the same goal our 
Residential Program has today.

In 1967, the Children’s Home 
embarked on another building proj-
ect including four “cottage-style” 
living facilities behind the main 
building.  These cottages would al-
low the children to live in a warm, 
home-like atmosphere rather than 
a dormitory setting.  In the years 
that followed, a recreation hall was 
built, allowing even greater oppor-
tunities for recreation therapy and 
individual growth.  

Today, children no longer live in 
the building, and it is used pure-
ly for administration.  Beginning 
in 2015, the building will under-
go another transformation, bring-
ing it up to ADA standards, and 
also reorganizing some of the ad-
ministrative offices to increase 
efficiency.  The bathrooms have 
had little done to them since the 
building was built, and they will 
be expanded and updated to meet 
ADA standards.  The main con-
ference room, which is currently 
located upstairs, will be brought 
downstairs, again making it more 
accessible, as the building does 
not have an elevator.  The com-
missary, which stores all of the 
necessities for the children (ev-
erything from the basics like 
clothing, bedding and toiletries to 
school supplies and other items 
the children need – both donated 
or purchased) will be moved out 
of the main building to one closer 
to the residential program, which 
currently houses the finance of-
fices.  Finance will be moved into 
the main building.  These updates 
are long overdue, and will allow 
the administration to work more 
effectively and provide better care 

for the children and families re-
ceiving services from the Sacra-
mento Children’s Home.

While most people recognize that 
big white building on Sutterville 
Road and associate it with the Sac-
ramento Children’s Home, a majori-
ty of them don’t realize just how ex-
pansive the property is, nor are they 
aware of all the good work that is be-
ing done behind that building.  The 
Sacramento Children’s Home site 
sits on nearly 15 acres, with proper-
ty extending all the way to the cor-
ner of Sutterville Rd. and Frank-
lin Blvd.  Behind the main building 
are several “Cottages,” each dedicat-
ed to one of the Sacramento Chil-
dren’s Home’s many programs.  The 
Residential Program houses up to 
30 boys at one time and provides in-
tense trauma-informed treatment 
in a group home setting.  Also on 
site and operated by the Sacramen-
to Children’s Home are the Tran-
sition Age Program, which teach-
es independent living skills to youth 
who are aging out of foster system; 
the Counseling Center, which of-
fers outpatient therapy to children 
and families throughout the Sacra-
mento community; and the Wrap-
around Program, which helps fa-
cilitate a smooth transition from 
residential care back to a stable and 
permanent family home.  In addi-
tion to the main campus, the Sac-
ramento Children’s Home operates 
five additional sites, including three 
family resource centers and two cri-
sis nurseries.

The property is also home to 
Casa Garden Restaurant, a volun-
teer-run charitable restaurant op-
erated by one of the Sacramen-

to Children’s Home’s auxiliary 
groups – the Los Niños Service 
League.  Two other organizations 
not directly affiliated with the 
Sacramento Children’s Home also 
rent space on site, including Lilli-
put Children’s Services and Land 
Park Academy.

Though its central focus – to help 
Sacramento’s most vulnerable chil-
dren – has always remained the 
same, the Sacramento Children’s 
Home has been able to expand its 
focus and its reach throughout its 
nearly 150-year history.  Today, the 
Sacramento Children’s Home is 
proud to offer the broadest range of 
services to the broadest range of cli-
ents of any family service organiza-
tion in the area.  Thanks to dedicat-
ed supporters and a constant desire 
among the staff to innovate and im-
prove services, it has grown into a 
comprehensive family service or-
ganization focusing on prevention, 
early intervention, and trauma-in-
formed care.  Through a broad 
spectrum of residential and com-
munity-based programs, the Sacra-
mento Children’s Home is working 
to strengthen families and end the 
generational cycle of abuse and ne-
glect in our community.

The Sacramento Children’s Home 
relies on community supporters to 
fulfill its mission.  There are many 
opportunities to donate or volun-
teer, and staff provide periodic tours 
to the public.  If you’re interested 
in getting a first-hand look at what 
goes on inside and behind that big 
building on Sutterville Road, con-
tact the Sacramento Children’s 
Home at 452-3981 or go online to 
www.kidshome.org.

Sacramento Children’s Home to undergo 
major transformation next year
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tree service

BAXTER TILE
EXPERT INSTALLATION
REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic • Marble • Granite
Floors • Counters • Walls

33 Years Experience • FREE Estimates

916-213-4669
License #668100

tiLe WOrK

tree servicetree service

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL service PLUMBiNG

rOOter service

PLUMBiNG

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com
CALL 456-7777

PaiNtiNG your ad should be here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

PLUMBiNG

ADDITION SPECIALIST

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HANDYMAN 

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

CLEANING

CABINETS - KITCHEN & BATH

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem- I will haul it away!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 17 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

 FALL CLEAN-UP SPECIALS! 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

HARDWOOD FLOORING

Specializing in installing, sanding, 
and fi nishing hardwood fl ooring 

or repair and refurbish your current fl oors.

Call Michael – (916) 383-8742
Lic # 544159/References Available

Hardwood Flooring

FENCING

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CUSTOM CONCRETE

PAINTING

GARY’S PAINTING
CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL                   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR OVER 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE WITH PRIDE

EXCELLENT REFERENCES       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

“Member BBB”

PAINTING

Faces and Places: 

Aki Matsuri (Fall 
Festival) at Oto’s 
Marketplace
Photos by Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

Folks enjoyed Japanese fare, watched cooking demos and 
kicked to the sounds of some Island Sunset Band music on 
Saturday, Sept. 6 at the Aki Matsuri (fall festival) at Oto’s Mar-
ketplace on Freeport Boulevard. 

Visit us online at:
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m
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SAVE THE DATE!
Holy Spirit Parish & Saint Vincent de Paul Society 

Fundraiser-Shred Event

Saturday, September 27, 2014
9 a.m. to noon in the Church Parking Lot

Church office - (916) 443-5442––3159 Land Park Drive, Sacramento, 95818
$10 donation per file box

(on-site shredding by Iron Mountain Shredding Co.)

Proceeds go directly toward food, clothing, furniture, emergency housing 
& utility assistance to individuals/families in need.

JFK Class of ‘74 - 40 Year Reunion
October 11,2014   6 p.m. -11 p.m.

Embassy Suites
100 Capitol Mall

Sacramento CA 95814

To stay current on reunion information, follow the reunion Facebook page
at John F. Kennedy HS, Sacramento CA Class of 1974
For Further Information, contact Kevin Scott at Kevin.scott@norne.
com or at (213) 926-2626.

Mix Mingle and 
Catch Up With
Classmates!

$75 per person 
(if purchased by Oct. 3rd)

100.00 per person 
(if purchased at the door)

45th YEAR REUNION of the JFK Class of 1969
October 18, 2014

Dante Club– 6 p.m.
2330 Fair Oaks Blvd, Sacramento, Ca 95825

http://www.danteclub.com/

Alumni should also visit the 
class website and complete 
profile information: www.

jfk69.com

RSVP: Mark Carlos 6751 Swenson Way, 
Sacto, CA 95831– (916) 870-3154 
or email: mdcarlos@gmail.com

$65 per person, includes entertaiment–
by our own alumni–Al Skinner (not to be missed)

CALL AND 
PLACE 

YOUR EVENT 
TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

Holiday Craft Faire
Saturday, November 1

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Mission Oaks 

Community Center
4701 Gibbons Drive,

Carmichael
972-0336
MORPD.COM

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster,  Stucco,  Repai rs  and 
Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call 
Steven at 230-2114.

#1 BookkEEPER
31 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene 
Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

bookkEEpINg

#1 TAx pREpARER
31 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business 
Tax returns including Corp & Partnerships. 
We prepare expertly all past tax returns
including all State returns. Get the most 
deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. 
today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada 
(775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

TAx pREpARER

HARDwooD fLooRS
REfINISH oR INSTALL
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring or refurbish 
your existing hardwood floors. Call Michael at  (916) 
383-8742. Lic#544159 Ref available

Call Melissa at 
(916) 429-9901 today 

to place your ad!
Sell you car fast in 

the classifieds

pET poRTRAITS
oRIgINAL pET poRTRAITS
original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

SuMMER SpECIALS!
Rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod 
placement, rototilling, pressure washing/power 
spray, yard work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub 
removal, general labor, fence repair, odd jobs & 
more. References available. Licensed. 17 yrs 
exper. Call Les at 838-1247.

Paula Swayne 
Realtor 

(916) 425-9715 
www.PaulaSwayne.com 

DRE# 01188158 

Kellie Swayne 
Realtor 

(916) 206-1458 
www.KellieSwayne.com 

DRE# 01727664 

Realtors 
N, D UNNIGA 

MOVING, 
 

MADE EASY 

Location! Location! Location! 
3 Bedrooms,  1759 Square Feet 

Updated Kitchen 
$569,000 

PENDING! 
Live here ... Live at your own pace

eskaton.org | 866-ESKATON

Eskaton Monroe Lodge
Independent Living with Services

3225 Freeport Boulevard | Sacramento, CA 95818
916-265-0045

People are friendly at Eskaton Monroe Lodge. Maybe it’s the lively 

environment or the set-your-own-pace lifestyle.

Friendships blossom at our picturesque lodge, where you can join in on the 

recreation and excursions, spend time on the putting green or in the garden, 

or meet friends over tasty meals in our dining room. Surrounded by three acres 

of trees and minutes from downtown Sacramento, Eskaton Monroe Lodge is 

a country-like retreat with city advantages. Convenient services keep life easy 

(and fun). 

Call now. Join us for one or all of our monthly guest lecture series. And 

find out why Eskaton Monroe Lodge is your answer to living the fullest, most 

independent life possible. Call 916-265-0045 today. 

ESKATON INDEPENDENT LIVING with SERVICES

LP Drive Band to perform 
at SactoMoFo Land Park 
event on Oct. 19

LP Drive Band, a four-piece classic rock, R&B and blues band 
that consists of accomplished musicians that have played with 
such bands as Lou Gramm (Foreigner), Tommy Tutone, Tow-
er of Power, Todd Rundgren, Bougeosis Tagg, Bobby Womack 
and Uncle Rainbow. Their music encompasses a wide range of 
favorites from Aerosmith to James Brown. Recognized for their 
cohesive sounds and engaging shows, LP Drive Band has devel-
oped a substantial following in both the local bar scene and up-
scale private events. LP Drive Band strikes a balance between 
new and old as well as original music. The band will perform 
on Sunday, Oct. 19 at the next SactoMoFo event in Land Park, 
which starts at around 4 p.m. and ends around 8 p.m. Sacto-
MoFo will have a beer garden and kids’ activities. 

Photo by Monica Stark
This fellow entertained children of all ages at a previous Sacto 
MoFo event in Land Park. The next one is set for Sunday, Oct. 19. 
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SACRAMENTO • LAND PARK • SIERRA OAKS • EAST SACRAMENTO • CARMICHAEL • WEST SACRAMENTO • GREENHAVEN

for current home listings, please visit:

DunniganRealtoRs.com

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

CRAFTMANSHIP FROM A BYGONE ERA
Beautifully renovated from head to toe - The Didion House - 
Rich wood, fine detailing and spacious rooms. Historical in in 
both style, heritage and culture. 4 bedrooms 2 full baths and 
2 half baths with new kitchen, three floors, including media 
room, and a full basement. $1,395,000

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

CLASSIC LAND PARK HOME
Fantastic Land Park home with everything you need!  3 bedrooms 
plus bonus space in the master bedroom, 1½ bathrooms, up-
dated kitchen, hardwood floors, fireplace, formal dining room, 
tons of storage, 2-car garage, inside laundry! $569,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715
KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458

FACING CURTIS PARK
Beautifully updated 3 bedroom 2½ bath two story home located 
on East Curtis Drive that features a lovely pool. Fabulous 
kitchen with granite counter tops, updated appliances and 
island with adjoining family room overlooking the pool.  Spa-
cious master suite too! $709,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

4 BEDROOM HOME
Super clean, close in, and ready to go! Hard to find 4 bedroom 
home with 2½ baths in Land Park!  Energy efficient and beautifully 
maintained. Conveniently located, an easy walk to Land Park, Vic's 
Ice Cream and Crocker Riverside Elementary School. $325,000

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395
ERIN STUMPF 342-1372

WONDERFUL S. LAND PARK
Sharp 3 bedroom features new roof, floors, granite counters 
and master bath remodel. Nice location close-in, with easy ac-
cess to both 99 and I-5. Screened-in Florida room for relaxing 
with those Delta breezes. Family room / kitchen / dining area, 
and generous sized living room with fireplace. $345,000

MIKE PUENTE 395-4727

SPACIOUS LAND PARK
Charming 3 bedroom 2 bath home! Pretty random plank floor-
ing, nicely appointed living room fireplace and dining room large 
enough to host holiday meals. Very large finished basement 
with fireplace, great for game room or additional living space.  
Large shaded backyard! $598,000

PAULA SWAYNE  425-9715
  

SOUTH LAND PARK GEM!
3 bedrooms 2 baths plus a bonus room and potential for an 
additional half bathroom. With new heating and air systems 
in 2013, and new roof in 2009.  Hobbyists and woodworkers 
will LOVE this oversized, fully insulated garage with dedicated 
220v outlet. Lots of storage! $319,900

KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458

WALK TO CURTIS PARK
Adorable updated Tudor cottage with all the charm of 20's era 
home along with a remodeled kitchen, 2 new baths, updated 
wiring and tankless water heater. 3 bedrooms 2 baths, upstairs 
master suite with walk-in closet, new HVAC, deep lot, detached 
garage with workbench, and fruit trees. $399,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

FABULOUS SOUTH LAND PARK HILLS
Mid-century contemporary with fabulous updates. Fantastic floor 
plan, spacious rooms and a great layout; perfect for entertain-
ing. 3 bedrooms 2½ baths, new kitchen opens to family room 
and a huge skylight fills it with light. Wood floors - beautiful 
lighting - great detailing! Tons of storage space. $564,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

for current home listings, please visit:

DunniganRealtoRs.com

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING PENDING

PENDING


