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A horrifying challenge: 
Local youth to present their films at student horror film challenge

Get ready for a night of fright when the Sacramento Asian Pacific Film Festival presents Slate 
2.0! The festival returns to Sacramento on Saturday, Oct. 25, spotlighting Asian horror flicks, 
as well as film projects from the API Student Horror Film Challenge. Plus, YOU are invited to 
participate in an onstage horror and costume contest. Set to go from 3 to 7:30 p.m. at the Guild 
Theater, 2828 35th St., advanced tickets are available now until Oct. 17 and are $12; students, 
$8; seniors, 65-plus $8; and at the door, $15. For more information visit www.SAPFF.org/
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Don’t let pain sideline your life 
We know that living with hip and knee pain is, well, a pain. That’s why we 
specialize in orthopedic care, treating a wide variety of conditions from arthritis 
to sports injuries. And should you need surgery, it is comforting to know that 
Sutter Medical Center, Sacramento ranks No. 1 in California for Joint Replacement 
according to CareChex®. And that’s another way we plus you. 

sutterorthopedics.org

Thomas Blumenfeld, M.D.,
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Cloyce, Joint Replacement 
Patient
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By Greg Brown
greg@valcomnews.com

Slow down for 
wildlife in Land Park

Feathers flew everywhere 
in Land Park when a driver 
hit a goose slowly waddling 
across Land Park Drive be-
tween the baseball fields 
and the pond area. De-
tails of the fowl fatality are 
sketchy. Perhaps the driv-
er was speeding, texting, or 
just not paying attention. 
No clue on the make and 
model of the car.  

A witness said the goose 
was suffering and in obvi-
ous pain. Suzanne Vice of 
Land Park told me via e-
mail  “It was very difficult 
for me to see.” She went on 
to say, she was tearful and 
what got to her the most 
was the gaggle of geese 
standing next to the dying 
goose. The geese gathered 
around their fatally injured 
friend and made loud, fran-
tic noises. 

It was a chaotic scene. 
The City of Sacramento 

Parks and Recreation web-
site mentions “do not feed the 
wildlife” They should add, 
“and don’t hit them with your 
Ford Focus either.” 

Suzanne mentioned to 
me that “maybe better sig-

nage for drivers to be aware 
of wildlife crossing the 
street as well as many pe-
destrians, children, and jog-
gers that cross the street as 
well.”  She just thinks peo-
ple should slow down. 

Maybe a wildlife crossing 
sign could get drivers to slow 
down on that stretch of Land 
Park Drive. Maybe a goose 
crossing guard…hey, they 
have one for DMV workers 
on 24th!

I see a sign
Hollywood Park de-

serves a sign. Plenty of oth-
er established Sacramento 
neighborhoods have signs 
marking their territory. 
Why not Hollywood Park? 
Hollywood Park resident 
John Maradik-Symkowick 
is sprearheading an effort 
along with his wife Christi-
na to get a Hollywood Park 
sign placed along Free-
port Boulevard to “put the 
neighborhood on the map,” 
as John put it. 

They found a perfect spot 
too, a small rectangular 
piece of city-owned prop-
erty next to the Regional 
Transit bus stop. The lit-
tle strip of land is located 
between the King of Curls 

and the Freeport Dental of-
fice. There’s a beautiful large 
pine tree and even some 
small palm trees growing 
on the “perfect place for a 
sign” spot. John joked about 
making the sign look like 
the Hollywood sign in the 
hills of Hollywood. 

It obviously wouldn’t be 
that large and extravagant but 
John hopes it would make 
a similar impact. Maybe a 
1950s era type sign. 

A lot of Sacramento res-
idents don’t even know 
where Hollywood Park is. 

When people ask “Where 
is Hollywood Park?,” the 
replies are usually, “Across 
from Raley’s” or “Do you 
know where Hollywood 
Hardware is?” 

If there’s a sign, residents 
can say, “Look for the Holly-
wood Park sign.” 

At least that’s the plan. 
John, who is also on the 
HPNA Board, has met with 
Sacramento City Coun-
cil member Jay Schenirer’s 
office to discuss the possi-
bility of a Hollywood Park 
sign. The proposed site is 

on city owned property. 
There’s even electrical that 
can be used to shine a light 
on the sign and surround-
ing area at night. 

John and his wife came up 
with the idea together. Then 
John brought it to the atten-
tion of the HPNA. 

When we were standing 
at the proposed spot for the 
sign, his wife Christina told 
me, “ This is the fun phase. 
The dreams and aspirations 
as well as engaging with the 

John and Christina Maradik-Symkowick stand where they hope a new Hollywood Park sign will be constructed along Free-
port Boulevard.

See Over the Fence, page 8
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By Greg Brown
greg@valcomnews.com

Popular local TV news an-
chor Walt Gray could be 
called Mr. Sacramento. He’s 
been a TV news fixture in this 
town covering stories for more 
than 25 years. On the air, and 
in person, he’s friendly, affable, 
and makes you feel at ease. He 
can also throw out some zing-
ers that might sting! (He had 
a few in our Q & A. ) 

Walt started off at KCRA 
doing sports and then moved 
on over to the anchor chair.  
He left the cozy confines of 
KCRA to host a morning ra-
dio show at KSEG-FM. It 
was a really bold move. Af-
ter his brief encounter at the 
Eagle, he’s back in the an-
chor chair of his new home, 
KXTV News 10, where he 
“has the keys to the 5 p.m. 
newscast” as Walt put it.  

He also gets to work with 
his wife, meteorologist Mon-
ica Woods, who’s a popular 
TV personality in her own 
right. Walt and Monica re-
side in Land Park with their 
three children. 

Wanna know Walt’s favor-
ite craft beer, most memora-
ble story, and who should join 
the Deadbeat Club? Check 
out the Land Park News Q 
& A with Walt Gray. 

Q. Let’s get to the impor-
tant stuff first. You seem 
to enjoy a refreshing adult 
beverage. I’ve run into you 
at Track 7 in City Farms 
and I saw you tipping back 
a pint at New Helvetia on 
Broadway with some co-
workers. What is your go-
to local craft beer?  

A. New Helvetia’s Buf-
falo Lager is my favor-
ite. I like the location and 
I’d been talking to David 
Gull about his “project” be-
fore the doors opened. I can 
walk home from there if I 
have too many. It doesn’t 
take much anymore. I like 
lagers and avoid light beer. 
Light beer is like flavored 
yellow water. 

Q. How long have you 
lived in Land Park and 
what are some of  the 
things you enjoy about 
the neighborhood?

A. Seven years in LP. I like 
our friends…the schools…
the zoo/golf course… every-
thing. The Broadway vibe 
with the ethnic restaurants is 
great too. Plus, we’re five min-
utes from News10! 

Q. Lots of great places to grab 
a bite in Land Park: Tower 
Café, Jaime’s, Willie’s Ham-
burgers to name a few.  When 

you get the hungries where 
does Walt go? 

A. The kids order Fa-
mous Pizza on Freeport ev-
ery Friday night, so I get 
what they don’t finish. Iron 
Restaurant for a bite and 
Riverside Clubhouse too. 
I used to live in India so I 
hit the Katmandu Kitchen 
on Broadway for some tan-
doori and a Kingfisher or 
Taj Mahal lager. 

Q. You were at KCRA for 
over 25 years. Then you tran-
sitioned to Morning Radio 
on the Eagle with the Walt 
Gray Show. What made you 
decide to leave KCRA and 
do mornings at KSEG be-
sides getting to wear shorts 
and a t-shirt? 

A. I had been at KCRA for 
25 years and would have been 
fine dying there. I’d always 
been part of their current and 
future plans and didn’t feel 
that was the case anymore. 
That’s not acceptable, at least 
to me. Being relevant to a sta-
tion is relevant to me.

Q. Seemed like they pulled 
the plug a bit early on the 
Morning Show. Did you 
see the handwriting on the 
wall or were you completely 
blind-sided? 

A. I was surprised, sure. 
The show was highly rated for 
men 54-plus, but the other 
demographics needed work. 
The big boss who hired me 
retired shortly after I came 
in…and my immediate boss 

was let go a week before my 
show was canceled. 

It went from handwrit-
ing on the wall to blaring, 
flashing neon lights. The 
new big boss was brought 
in to be a *^%*, and he did 
perform his role quite well. 
Had I known the two guys 
that hired me would have 
departed so quickly, I’d have 
stayed at KCRA. 

Q. What music are you lis-
tening to these days? 

A. Current pop (100.5 FM) 
and New Country (105.1). 
When James Taylor passes 

away, I may have to take the 
day off. I did when Sinatra 
died.

Q. You’re an avid biker. What 
kind of motorcycle do you 
have and what are some of the 
rides you like to go on? 

A. I am in-between bikes 
right now. I’ve had a Harley 
Softtail and Dyna wide glide. 
It’s tough to ride on week-
ends when the kids have soc-
cer, theater, play dates and 
sleepovers. I just can’t take off 

Q and A with Mr. Sacramento, Walt Gray

Photo courtesy News 10 
Walt Gray

See Mr. Sacramento, page 7
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for five hours on the bike and 
tell Mom, “good luck.”

Q. Now you’re back at it with 
News 10. How is News 10 
different than KCRA? 

A. As of today, I have the 
keys to the 5 p.m. newscast 
and a mandate of “go out and 
be myself.” That’s very unusu-
al for a newscast anchor. They 
want me to opine and guide 
viewers through the newscast 
with my experiences. I’ve of-
ten said I think I’ve been to 
every tavern on every road 
within a two hour drive from 
Sacramento. I’ve met lots of 
good and real people. They 
want me to tell those stories.

Q. What is it like working so 
closely with your wife, meteo-
rologist Monica Woods? “Let’s 
go to Monica in the weather 
center and yes I forgot to pick 
up a gallon of milk.”  

A. We drink vanilla almond 
milk to be specific! She’s very 
passionate about everything 
she does and keeps me on my 
toes during the newscast. We 
don’t see much of each oth-
er during the day...She’s in 
her “weather zone” and doing 
KFBK radio hits.

It’s not much different for us 
getting the kids off to school or 
making dinner. We’ve known 
each other for 17 years so fa-
miliarity helps on TV.

Q. Do you ever keep in touch 
with the old school Sacra-
mento TV broadcasters like 
Dave and Lois, Stan Atkin-
son, or Bette Vasquez? 

A. I see Stan Atkinson 
on a semi-regular basis. He 
really was my mentor. He 
taught me about communi-
ty service and giving back. 
He didn’t do it because he 
had to. He was in a posi-
tion to help those who need-
ed it and he chose to go all 
in. I served 11 years on the 
Mercy Foundation All-Star 
Weekend board with him, 
and then I transitioned to 
my own charity for 12 years, 
the “Walt Gray Ride for 
Make a Wish.” I was lucky 
to clear $600,000 for kids. I 
follow Dave and Lois’ retire-
ment travels on Facebook. 
They’re an amazing couple 
on and off the air.

Q. How is local TV news dif-
ferent today than it was back 
in the “Stan and Margaret 
Era”?  

A. It’s not all that differ-
ent, except people have many 
more choices of how they get 
news. As recently as the mid-
80s, you didn’t have cable or 
satellite. It was just the local 
stations. Budgets are tight-
er now because the ad dollars 
are smaller (but still good). 
We, like all businesses, try to 
do more with less.

Q. Which broadcasters do 
you look up to and admire? 

A. Colin Cowherd on 
ESPN radio is incredibly gift-
ed with the word. I love lis-
tening to him but wonder 
why couldn’t I be like that! I 
think ABC World News To-
night anchor David Muir is 
what the future face of net-
work news. Young guy who 
gets out of the studio a lot. 

Q. You’ve covered many sto-
ries over your career, but I’m 
sure the Jaycee Dugard kid-
napping case must have been 
the most memorable. I re-
member convicted rapist/kid-
napper Phil Garrido contact-
ed you at KCRA.  He even 
wrote several letters to you 
personally. That must have 
been strange and creepy. How 
did you feel about that? 

A. I don’t know why he con-
tacted me, except that he lived 
in Antioch which meant he 
did get Sacramento TV. Once 
we talked on the phone, I be-
came his media contact to the 
outside world. I wasn’t op-
posed to that because it was a 
huge story which I was on top 
of. I was live on CNN, MS-
NBC, the Today Show and 
national radio. It was surre-
al, but the only upside was my 
folks got to watch me more on 
TV back in Rhode Island.

Q. Way back when you were 
the sports anchor on KCRA 
you had an entertaining fea-

ture called “The Deadbeat 
Club.” You’d call out a sports 
figure for being a deadbeat 
underneath the song of the 
same name from the B-52’s. 
Who would make the Dead-
beat Club these days? 

A.  I think I’d put the Sac-
ramento Kings in it today for 
retiring too many players’ jer-
seys these days in order to 
promote those nights to sell 
tickets. The Kings have more 
retired jerseys than the Lak-
ers now. That’s just silly.

Q. What do you think of 
the Sacramento River Cats 
switching AAA affiliates 
from the Oakland A’s to the 
San Francisco Giants? 

A. I can see why the Riv-
er Cats made the switch, but 
I feel bad for the A’s organi-
zation that was nothing but 
loyal to the River Cats owner-
ship and moved the team here 
from Vancouver. Once again, 
another defeat for the A’s or-
ganization versus the Giants. 
It’s the tackle of those two 

cities. Everybody loves San 
Francisco.

Q. I read where your Dad was 
a Rhode Island State Sena-
tor.  There were actually some 
rumblings and whispers that 
you might run for public office 
in Sacramento. Was that just a 
rumor or are you still consid-
ering running for office? 

A. I talked to my Dad and he 
was actually angry it even came 
up. Serving in public office is 
difficult…you actually can’t 
win. I’m not in a position right 
now with a young family to 
be spending time in Washing-
ton and flying back and forth. 
I wouldn’t want to miss Land 
Park Soccer games. Time goes 
by quickly with the kids and I 
don’t want to miss that. 

Q. Okay, last question. Vic’s 
Ice Cream or Gunther’s? 

A. Vic’s is down the street. 
Love it. I’ve had lots of grilled 
cheese sandwiches. Plus, 
they give you a ton of pota-
to chips!

Mr. Sacramento:
Continued from page 6
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Admission is free to this 
one-day only Chinese food 
frenzy event. Set for Satur-
day, Oct. 18 from 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., there will be de-
licious Chinese food (in-
cluding barbecue chicken, 
pot stickers) as well as fun 
cultural activities (such as 
live entertainment, games 
and crafts for the kids). 
Held over at the Chinese 
Community Church off of 
Fruitridge Road, between 
South Land Park Drive 
and Freeport Boulevard (at 
5600 Gilgunn Way), there 
will be free parking and a 
shuttle service from Belle 
Cooledge Community 
Center, courtesy of ACC. 
For more information, vis-
it www.cccsac.net

Parishner Maybelle 
Whang has been in-
volved with the food fes-
tival since the beginning 
and said besides moving 
the event from the sum-
mer to October and hold-
ing it on just one day in-
stead of two, not much 
has changed over the 30-
plus years. “We are well 
known for the food. We 
don’t dare change the 
food,” she says. “We’re 

well known for the bar-
becue chicken. We’re 
told it’s the best in town. 
And our chow mein – we 
use a secret marinade.” 
She said the aroma lifts 
through the air and per-
meates through out the 
neighborhood. Though 
most of the food is made 
day-of, some of it is made 
ahead with the help of 
hundreds of volunteers 
making pot stickers.

What follows is the 
entertainment sched-
ule for the festival, which 
features three worship 
bands, Asian Communi-
ty Center’s Pocket Pick-
ers, the Filipino Sinagta-
la ensemble, line dancers, 
two award-winning lo-
cal vocalists, the College 
Fund Street Band, and of 

course, CCC’s own Uku-
lele and Hula Fellowship 
groups.

The Xaris Worship 
Band will perform at 
11:15 a.m. and noon. The 
Sinagtala Theatre Ensem-
ble will perform at noon 
and 12:15 p.m. Tim Clem-
ents will perform at 12:15 
p.m. and 1 p.m. Zoey and 
Grace Giammona will per-
form at 1 p.m. and 1:30 
p.m. ACC Pocket Pickers 
will play at 1:30 and 2:15 
p.m.; Line Dancers at 2:15 
and 3 p.m., Dance Revo-
lutions at 3 and 3:20 p.m., 
Mady Frei at 3:30 and 4 
p.m., CCC Worship Band 
at 4 and 4:30 p.m., CCC 
Ukulele and Hula at 4:45 
and 5:30 p.m., The Col-
lege Fund Street Band at 
5:30 and 6:30 p.m.

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME
Senior Care

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

legal services

your ad should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

nursing supervised home care

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

casey.s@chancellorhealthcare.com
www.reverecourt.com

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

Lic. #347001338/342

attention!

community. Then comes 
the nitty gritty stuff.”

The nitty gritty stuff… like 
funding for the sign and im-
plementation. 

Where will the dough come 
from? The HPNA could 
pitch in some funds. The City 
of Sacramento might be able 
to contribute as well. There 
has been discussions about 
fundraisers too.

Local volunteers are also 
welcome. John put out a call 
for local artists, craftspeople, 
or “anyone with a creative itch 
that needs scratching”. He’s 
also been in talks with City 
Signs on Freeport with de-
sign ideas. 

If the project moves for-
ward, the HPNA board plans 
to pick a set of final designs to 
be voted on at a future Neigh-
borhood Association Gen-
eral Meeting. A neighbor-
hood sign that would reflect 
the neighborhood. Nothing 
too flashy….but something 
that would complement all 
the 1950s-era homes in the 
quaint little neighborhood 
that wants to burst out of the 
shadows of the more popular 
local neighborhoods. 

Pho comes to 
Freeport Boulevard

Fatty Cow Hot Pot along 
Freeport Boulevard is the res-

taurant that never opened. 
They never served one hot 
pot. A lot of remodeling was 
done inside the former Futa-
mi Japanese Restaurant ear-
lier this year but Fatty Cow 
never actually opened its 
doors for business. 

People who like Hot Pot 
will have to set their sights 
elsewhere. I noticed a new sign 
had replaced the old sign of 
the fat cow licking his spoon. 

The new restaurant will now 
be called Pho Garden, only 
this time the restaurant will 
actually open. The doors were 
not open when I dropped by, 
but Sherry, the psychic next 
door, looked into her crystal 
ball and told me they would 
open Oct. 6. 

Never doubt a psychic.
There are new neon signs 

in the window and some gi-
ant palm tree like plants ready 
to be placed around the res-
taurant.

I spoke over the phone with 
Jonathon Lam, who’s in charge 
of hiring the restaurant em-
ployees, and he told me they 
are “very excited about open-
ing in the neighborhood.”  He 
couldn’t give me any informa-
tion on why Fatty Cow Hot 
Pot never actually opened. 
They never served one hot 
pot.  So forget the hot pot 
and get ready for some pho 
on Freeport. 

Got an item for Over The 
Fence? Greg@valcomnews.com.

Over the Fence:
Continued from page 5 A Chinese food extravaganza coming 

to the Chinese Community Church
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By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

The YMCA’s annual The 
Kids Are Y, Tasting and 
Benefit Auction will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 
17 at the Masonic Tem-
ple Ballroom in Downtown 
Sacramento. The Kids Are 
Y, will provide guests with 
food and wine from local 
restaurants, wineries, and 
breweries while bidding on 
unique silent and live auc-
tion items. 

Funds from the event pro-
vides year-round program 
support and scholarships 
for local kids who would 
like to participate in YMCA 
activities but cannot afford 
the program fees due to fi-
nancial hardship. The event 
will feature: the company of 
good friends, food and wine 
tasting, live and silent auc-
tion and to top it off, music 
and entertainment. Tick-
ets are on sale now for $60 
per person. For more infor-
mation contact JR Springer, 
Development Director, at 
jrspringer@ymcasuperior-
cal.org or by phone at 452-
9622, ext. 103. 

The Land Park News 
caught up with one local 
family, the Smiths, to dis-
cuss their gratitude for the 
assistance they receive from 
the YMCA. The parents, 
Joe and Jasmin Smith, have 
five kids (all with the ini-
tials JC): Jehlani, 13; Javay, 
6; Joe Jr., 5; Jordan, 3 ½; 
and Jada, 2 ½.

The family has helped 
out with different projects 
over the last five years, in-
cluding being Santa Claus 
for a holiday program the 
YMCA has had for the 
kids. They’ve helped build 
cribs for the infant room 
at the Child Development 
Center and now they are 
trying to procure items 
for the Kids Are Y Tast-
ing and Benefit Auction.

The three youngest 
Smith children currently 
attend the full-time day-
care program offered at 
the YMCA. Made possi-
ble through the Y-Assist 
Program, the YMCA’s fi-
nancial aid program, the 
Smiths have been able to 
work toward their profes-
sional goals and strike a 
balance in their lives.

Jasmin, a student coun-
selor at DeVry Universi-
ty, and Joe, a supervisor at 
the Boys and Girls Club, 
both enjoy what they do 
for a living, but, as Joe 
acknowledges, his work 
for a nonprofit isn’t the 
most financially reward-
ing, though the work it-
self  is. “ The pay isn’t the 
best, but the work is re-
warding. For the amount 
of  time we have to put in, 
the financial return isn’t 
the best. So if  it wasn’t 
for the Y and them be-
ing able to say – ‘we can 
help you out on the fi-
nancial end, so all your 
kids can go to daycare and 
then we’ ll keep them from 
when we start work until 
we end work’  –  it means 
the world to us.”

For Jasmin, who has 
been working just shy 
of  five years in the stu-
dent central department, 
she said being able to af-
ford childcare means the 
world to her as a work-
ing mom and wife. “As a 
mom, as a woman, and I 
know some dads feel this 
too, they feel like their 
roles push them to have 

to (stay home and care for 
the kids). That was one 
of  the things when I first 
came to Sacramento, I 
wasn’t working. I typically 
worked all my life except 
for maybe one and a half 
years when I took care of 
my little ones. 

“ When I first started 
working at DeVry I had 
to think, ‘Do I really want 
to start working?’ Because 
of  the cost of  childcare, 
you’re pretty much just 
working for childcare. 
I learned I am a career-
driven parent. So all that 
means for my sanity, as a 
mom, I get to have a sep-
arate arena. It’s important 
for balance. 

“At the end of  the day, I ’d 
say to moms who are torn 
between ‘do I quit my job 
to just stay home to take 
care of  the kids?’ You have 
to think about where you 
are right now. You have to 
think about where you are 
in the future, what skills 
that you have to bring to 
the table.”

 And, as Joe added, 
there are supports like the 
YMCA that can help you 
out that make those dreams 

you have become realities. 
“And I think because of the 
support they are giving us, 
we will pay it forward. I 
think that’s important.”

As he speaks in future 
tense, however, he and Jas-
min have already helped 
out the YMCA so much 
and the community at large 
for sharing their story. 

Summing up, as Jasmin 
said: “ It truly does take a 
village to raise a family. 
And sometimes you have 
to go outside of  your im-
mediate family to do that 
for the kids.”

Local family pays forward the benefits they receive from the YMCA

If you go: 
What: The Kids are Y 
Tasting and Benefit Auc-
tion

When: Friday, Oct. 17 at 
6:30 p.m.

Where: Masonic Temple 
Ballroom, 1123 J St, Sac-
ramento.

Cost: $60 per person

Photo by Monica Stark
It’s fun to stay at the YMCA. Shown here are parents Joe and Jasmin Smith with their children, pictured  from the left: Jordan, 3 ½; Javay, 6; Joe Jr., 5; and Jada, 2 ½. 
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Faces and Places: 

Small Wonders of Africa
Photos by Monica Stark

Sacramento Zoo 
introduces its new 
executive director

In a statement to 
the community, Jim 
Naify, president 
of the Sacramen-
to Zoological Soci-
ety Board of Trust-
ees, announced Dr. 
Adrian Fowler as 
acting director in 
light of the trage-
dy surrounding the 
late Mary Healy’s death. 

Included in his letter, Naify stated: 
“By now you have heard the shock-

ing news that Sacramento Zoo Ex-
ecutive Director and CEO Mary 
Healy passed away in early August 
during a trip to Galapagos Islands. 
Our condolences go out to her hus-
band Steve and the rest of Mary’s 
family as they deal with this very 
personal tragedy. We are devastat-
ed by the loss of our Director, who 
was a Sacramento community lead-
er and a personal friend to many of 
us. As the Board of Trustees, we are 
responsible for assuring continuity 
and accountability in the Zoo’s op-
erations – including animal care, 
visitor experience and fiscal stability. 
Here are the initial steps the Board 
of Trustees will be taking to make 
sure we meet that responsibility.

“We have appointed Dr. Adri-
an Fowler as Acting Director. Dr. 
Fowler was the Zoo’s Deputy Di-
rector and his background assures 
the Zoo will remain in good hands. 
He will be ably assisted by the Zoo’s 
very capable management team and 
Dr. Ray Wack, Zoo veterinarian.”

According to the statement, 
Naify will be meeting with Zoo’s 
managers regularly for the foresee-
able future as appropriate to re-
view ongoing Zoo operations.

Once an individual accepts a po-
sition on a board, they have inher-
ently accepted certain fundamen-
tal responsibilities, in addition to a 
commitment of time and account-
ability to the organization. The 
key responsibility of the board is 
to monitor the organization on be-
half of the members of the public 
that it serves; the board possess-
es ultimate legal responsibility for 
the organization.

The Sacramento Zoological Soci-
ety (SZS) currently has 22 trustees 
on the board, including the Zoo’s 
director. Members may serve up to 
three three-year terms. The pur-
pose of the Board of Trustees of 
the SZS is to set policy, govern and 
raise funds for the Sacramento Zoo 
in support of the Zoo’s mission.

Opened on Friday, Sept. 28, Small Wonders of Af-
rica is home to new species at the Sacramento Zoo. 
Small Wonders houses Straw-colored Fruit Bats, an 
Aardvark, Wolf ’s Guenons, a Red-billed Hornbill 
and a Crested Guineafowl.

Each of these species help tell the story of East 
Africa, presenting the challenges of conserving 
wildlife in this unique corner of the world. The 
Sacramento Zoo has been an active participant in 
many East African conservation programs to ed-
ucate the African people who share the landscape 
with native wildlife.

Small Wonders has expanded and improved an 
existing structure – both on-and off-exhibit ani-
mal facilities. It replaced the existing mesh with 
modern, finer-grade stainless steel and glass to 
allow for greater visibility. The previous parrot, 
owl, porcupine and lemur habitats (six exhibits 
in all) were combined to form three large spaces. 
The renovation also includes an artificial termite 
mound where guests will be able to observe noc-
turnal Aardvarks even as they sleep.

Thanks to presenting sponsor The Ron & Shir-
ley Watkins Family as well as many additional 
donors, over $600,000 was raised to make this 
project possible.

Come see Small Wonders of Africa.

Adrian Fowler
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Sponsored by 

The Adventures of
28th Annual Safe & Super Halloween

Tickets at www.fairytaletown.org

Three nights of
Trick-or-Treating

& Family Fun!

October 24, 25 & 26
5 – 9 PM

Percy  Jackson
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questions & answers
with dr. au

1. Offer valid for new money only. Account must be opened during the promotion period. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Advanced Business Checking: $3,000 minimum opening deposit. $15 monthly maintenance fee and monthly activity 
fees apply. Commercial Analysis Checking: $200 minimum opening deposit. $15 monthly maintenance fee and activity fees apply (may be offset by earnings credit). 2. Cathay Business Online Banking is available at no additional cost. 3. Offer valid for 
new money only. Opening deposit cannot be transferred from an existing Cathay Bank Account. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 0.50% for a 1-year CD with an opening balance of $10,000 to $99,999.99 is effective as of 9/8/2014 and is subject 
to change at our discretion. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500 in the CD to earn this APY. No bonus rates are offered for this promotion. Penalty will or may be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings on the 
account. 4. Subject to approval. Requires 2 years contract and activation of Cathay Business Online Banking. Please inquire for further details. 5. All accounts and services must be opened/applied for on the same day. Credit will be applied to your 
business checking account within 45 days after opening/activation of related service(s) for the account. Cannot combine with any other offer. 6. Cathay Merchant Bankcard Services are offered through First DataTM Card Processing Services. The 
funding account must be a Cathay Bank Business Checking Account. $100 will be credited to the business checking account on approval and activation of the merchant bankcard service and after the account has been opened for minimum of 2 months. 
7. Application must be submitted during the promotion period. Subject to credit approval and other terms as required under the Small Business Administration (SBA). Packaging fee waiver applies for SBA loan funded before 2/28/2015. 8. Application must 
be submitted during the promotion period. Loan documentation fee waiver applies for eligible loan that is funded before 1/15/2015. The Smart Capital Line requires opening of a Cathay Business Checking Account with setup of automatic repayment 
of any monthly minimum amount due on the line from the checking account. The minimum opening deposit for the Cathay Business Checking Account is $200. Other activity fees associated with Cathay BusinessChecking Account may apply, 
please inquire for further details. 9. Cathay Bank reserves the right to withdraw these offers at any time.

when you open a Cathay Advanced Business Checking 

Account 1 or Commercial Analysis Checking Account1 

and one or more of the following products or services:

Business CD3

Merchant Deposit Capture4

▼
▼

(minimum 1 year term & 
$10,000 - $99,999.99 opening deposit)

Cathay Business 
Online Banking2

▼

Any 1 Receive $25 credit5

Any 2 Receive $100 credit5

All 3 Receive $200 credit5

Checking account plus

1.800.9CATHAY     
1.800.922.8429
www.cathaybank.com

Also ask us about these other great business offers!
Merchant Bankcard Services - receive $100 credit to your account6

SBA 7(a) Loan - up to $2500 packaging fee waived7

Smart Capital Line - up to $100 loan documentation fee waived8

▼
▼

▼

Limited time offer9: October 1, 2014 - November 30, 2014

Receive up to $200 credit Your Business is Our Business.

Sacramento Branch: 4970 Freeport Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95822   Tel: (916) 428-4890
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Got News?
E-mail us, editor@valcomnews.com

Introducing the new superintendent 
of schools: Mr. José L. Banda
(Editor’s note: Look for ongoing guest columns from school officials, 
teachers, students in this publication. This first column is an intro-
duction for the new year from the new Sacramento City Unified 
School District Superintendent, José L. Banda.)

Sacramento is a city on the move, a rising and diverse urban 
center known for smart leadership, innovation and creativity. 
It’s a city that respects its past while pushing toward a bright-
er future. As Superintendent of the Sacramento City Unified 
School District, I am honored and thrilled to serve a commu-
nity so rich with history and brimming with possibility.

Our goal at Sac City is to prepare every student to work, thrive 
and participate in the community in which they were raised.  As 
such, I am committed to ensuring equitable access, closing per-
vasive opportunity gaps and providing an excellent education to 
every single student. Sacramento has embraced local sourcing in 
food and other products. Our schools are working to develop lo-
cally sourced innovators by educating the leaders of tomorrow. 

Implementation of Common Core State Standards will help 
us ensure that every student graduates from high school ful-
ly prepared for college and careers. These standards, adopt-
ed by the state Board of Education in 2010, detail what ev-
ery student should know and be able to do at every grade level. 
The math standards challenge students to think by emphasiz-
ing problem-solving over memorization. The English language 
arts standards focus on academic writing and deep reading. Al-
though the new standards are more rigorous, we believe our 
teaching staff and our students are up for the challenge.

Of course, staff and students cannot perform at their highest 
without the support of families and the community. Engagement 
and involvement – by families, neighbors and community partners 
– is critical to our success as a district. There are many ways to be-
come involved: Volunteer at a campus, attend school functions, join 
the PTA or PTO and support fundraisers. Most importantly, take a 
few minutes to ask the children in your life what they are learning.

Finally, I’d like to thank once again the many voters who 
helped pass Measures Q and R two years ago. We are leverag-
ing these funds to make our schools healthier, more sustain-
able and better equipped to meet the needs of these high-tech 
times. Our students deserve the best learning environments we 
can give them. Thank you for supporting their futures.

Sacramento has the potential to be one of the best mid-size cities in 
the country. It already has a truly great school district to get it started.

José L. Banda
Superintendent
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w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

F o r  o v e r 
4 0  y e a r s

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

 4981 vIRgINIA WAy • $309,900
ED DANIELS • 204-6702

5613 NORmAN WAy • $245,000
ATCHAN vAN PELT • 813-5919

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

2721 FREEPORT bLvD.
Truly a must see inside. Old Land Park 
Homeland Area, with many upgrades, 
including dual pane windows. Shows 
wonderfully. Granite kitchen counters, 
updated appliances, formal dining, very 
large master suite with extra closets, 
including a huge walk-in. $334,000 
TREy bONETTI • 768-9360

3240 24TH STREET
1923 Cape Cod style cottage on quiet 
street one block from Curtis Park. 
Beautifully maintained with many 
upgrades throughout . Newer sewer 
line, newer energy efficient central 
heat and air, gas insert in living room 
fireplace. $367,000
LARRy EASTERLINg • 849-9431

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ LOw iNTrOduCTOry COST
★ STArT ANyTime
★ Live CLASSeS

Call: Ed Daniels • 451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ mONTHLy CASH FLOw
★ TeNANT SCreeNiNG
★ mAiNTeNANCe

Call: brittany Naucke • 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

2816 4TH AvENUE
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,352 square feet 
of living space and large .16 acre lot. 
The garage is newer with alley access. 
The kitchen is updated and there is an 
inside laundry area. There is a separate 
living room and a dining room/family 
room combination.   $459,000  
LARRy EASTERLINg • 849-9431

3089 FREEPORT bLvD.
3 bdrm home plus extra lot across 
from mcClatchy HS Zoned r-3 multi-
Family, TO Be SOLd TOGeTHer AT 
THiS PriCe. walk to Taylor’s mkt, 
Light-rail, more. Lots of possibilities 
here for investor or developer or 
builder. $374,950
PAm LIgHTFORD-LygREN • 806-1020

6120 WyCLIFFE WAy
Prestigious South Land Park Hills. 
Beautiful centrally located home on 
a quiet street. Features swimming 
pool with water fall, plantation shut-
ters, closets galore, walk-in showers, 
built-in speakers. $475,000 
LISA LINARES • 956-4745
SUE HALEy • 752-1372

1156 ROSA DEL RIO WAy
South Land Park 3/2 with bonus 
upstairs loft! Close to Hwy 5 and 
minutes to upcoming King’s arena 
downtown!! Near schools, parks, 
shopping, river bike trail. Laminate 
floors throughout. updated master 
bath with slate tile. $249,000 
LISA LINARES • 956-4745

S O L D S O L D

S O L D

S O L D

PENDING

THANK yOU TO ALL
OF OUR SPONSORS,

CONTRIbUTORS AND
PATRONS OF THIS

yEAR’S COOK REALTy 
CHARITy gOLF
TOURNAmENT!
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‘This is Where I 
Leave You’
The MPAA has rated this R

Warner Brothers’ “This is 
Where I Leave You” is based on a 
book written by Jonathan Trop-
per, who adapted the screenplay 
himself, offering a playground 
for the talents of Jane Fonda, Ja-
son Batemen, and Tina Fey. 

This snarky comedy is set in 
the childhood home of a large 
family whose patriarch has died. 
His widow, played by Fonda, 
wants all the siblings under one 
roof for seven days in keeping 
with her late husband’s wishes. 

This movie features several 
of today’s bright quick wits, in-
cluding Adam Driver, Rose By-
rne, Corey Stoll, Kathryn Hahn 

and, playing someone not so 
quick, Timothy Olyphant.  

The expected childhood rival-
ries resurface, and lost loves are 
reinvestigated. The majority of 
the story follows Jason Bateman’s 
character, Judd Altman, who is 
trying to conceal from his fami-
ly a recent personal loss, which is 
forced out of him at an inappro-
priate moment by Tina Fey.

This is a fun comedy that 
will please most people and 
likely will resonate with mov-
ie patrons that came from 
large families.  I was delighted 
to see Jane Fonda on the big 
screen again, and enjoyed her  
“revealing” performance.

Tina Fey, who is a quick 
and brilliant comedienne, has 
never been one of my favor-
ites in spite of her enormous 
and clever talent.  However, in 
this picture, she has some very 
fine screen moments near the 
end, which I found most ef-
fective. The photography by 
Terry Stacey is excellent. It is 
directed by Shawn Levy.

‘The Boxtrolls’
The MPAA has given this a 
PG rating.

Focus Features offers some-
thing for kids and adults with 
“Boxtrolls”, a movie I dread-
ed to see after having seen the 
preview, but was pleasantly sur-
prised to find that the actual 
feature was quite good and lov-
ingly made in the classic style 
of a George Pal Puppetoon.  In 
this age of CGI and computer 
animation, to see figures mold-
ed in stop motion, not unlike 
the classic “King Kong” is a rare 
treat of human craftsmanship.  

The story, based on Alan 
Snow’s book “Here Be Mon-
sters” follows a young boy that 
is raised by Boxtrolls, odd lit-
tle trolls that use a box as a 
clothing cover that live in the 
sewers of an old town that is 
obsessed with fine cheese.    

An evil exterminator, Ar-
chibald Snatcher, who looks 
like Dame Edna Everage, and 
voiced by screen legend Ben 
Kingsley, is out to kill them all. 
He wishes to become accepted 
by high society and to possess 
the mark of distinction of that 
class, a tall white top hat.  Our 
young boy hero, “Eggs”,  named 
after the markings on the box 
that he wears, finds the cour-
age to save the day.  

Actor Jared Harris voices 
the leader of the land, “Lord 
Portley-Rinde” who looks just 
like the classic British actor C. 
Aubrey Smith. 

Simon Pegg voices “Eggs” 
natural father, and Tracy 
Morgan is Mr. Gristle, one of 
Archibald’s hench men.  The 
sets are cleverly and painstak-
ingly designed with many ret-
ro and almost “steampunk” el-
ements.  This works well for 
kids and adults alike, with a 
positive message for all.  Stay 
through the very end for some 
neat footage!

Matias Bombal’s Hollywood 
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Land Park Friendly

eskaton.org | 866-ESKATON

Eskaton Monroe Lodge
Independent Living with Services

3225 Freeport Boulevard | Sacramento, CA 95818
916-265-0038

People are friendly at Eskaton Monroe Lodge. 

Maybe it’s the lively environment or the set-

your-own-pace lifestyle.

Friendships blossom at our picturesque lodge, where you can join in on the 

recreation and excursions, spend time with friends, and interact with children 

through Kids Connection. Surrounded by three acres of trees and minutes from 

downtown Sacramento, Eskaton Monroe Lodge offers independent living in a 

country-like retreat with all the city advantages.

Housekeeping, dining and personal services keep life easy (and fun.) Eskaton 

Monroe Lodge is the active senior’s answer to living the fullest and most 

independent life possible. So, call or visit us today.

Live here ... Live at your own pace.

ESKATON INDEPENDENT LIVING with SERVICES

Paula Swayne 
Realtor 

(916) 425-9715 
www.PaulaSwayne.com 

DRE# 01188158 

Kellie Swayne 
Realtor 

(916) 206-1458 
www.KellieSwayne.com 

DRE# 01727664 

Realtors 
N, D UNNIGA 

MOVING, 
 

MADE EASY 

Location! Location! Location! 
3 Bedrooms,  1759 Square Feet 

Updated Kitchen 
$569,000 

PENDING! 
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is part three 
in a series regarding historic 
Asian districts of Sacramento.

When it comes to Japa-
nese history of the Riverside-
Pocket area, Emmie (Kato) 
Makishima is someone who 
has no trouble recalling first-
hand details about that area.

After reading the first arti-
cles of this series, Emmie, 88, 
expressed a desire to share 
various details regarding her 
memories of that area.

Emmie, who presently re-
sides in Rio Linda, spoke about 
the main concentration of ear-
ly day Japanese of the River-
side-Pocket area.

“It was actually from Sut-
terville Road – Japanese lived 
across from the zoo and had 
farms over there – to all the 
way to the brickyard (which 
was located next to today’s 
Lake Greenhaven),” Emmie 
said. “And past the brickyard 
was mostly the Portuguese.”

In regard to the farming site 
of the family of Rose (Ishimoto) 
Takata, who was noted in the ini-
tial article of this series as having 
resided near today’s Cabrillo Civ-
ic Club #5 at 4605 Karbet Way, 
Emmie said, “There weren’t that 
many Japanese farming there, 
but further down south there 
were quite a few.”

Emmie added that she grew 
up on a ranch a short distance 
from the old brickyard.

“I lived on (the old River-
side Road), near the Portu-
guese’s Lisbon (area), as they 
called it,” Emmie said. “I lived 
near where the brickyard used 
to be (located), where (the de-
velopment of ) Greenhaven 70 
(was later constructed) with 
all those homes. That was our 
farmland that we rented. And 
there were about a dozen Japa-
nese families that rented from 
this one lady (Marion J. Don-
nellan). And with the war, we 
had to evacuate and the lady 
sold the land. So, somebody 
else bought it and they devel-
oped it into all these homes.

A 1908 surveyor’s map of 
the Pocket area, by Ashley and 
Campbell, shows three parcels 
of land in the area that were 
owned by Donnellan. The acre-

ages of those parcels were listed 
as 317.9, 110.5 and 17.6.

Additionally, a 1962 city doc-
ument refers to the “525.386-
acre tract of land designated 
‘Marion J. Donnellan.’”

During her interview with 
this publication, Emmie 
named the surnames of sever-
al Japanese families who resid-
ed near her former Riverside 
area home. Those names were 
Hikiji, Kimira, Oto, Suyama, 
Kobayashi, Muramoto, Miura, 
Morita, Tsugawa and Tanaka.

And in speaking about her 
parents, Emmie said, “My fa-
ther was Yohei Kato. He came 
from Shizuoka, Japan. He went 
to Hawaii to work in the sugar 
cane fields on the big island (of 
Hawaii in) Naalehu. He got to 
know the man who was the su-
pervisor and he had three sons. 
So, he hung around with them. 
And during the First (World) 
War, all of them were in the 
Army, but the war ended before 
they were sent overseas. So, they 
trained at Schofield Barracks (on 
the island of Oahu). So, he got 
to know the supervisor, because 
of his sons, and then they had a 
younger sister (named Satski). 
That’s who my father married. A 
few months after they got mar-
ried, (Yohei) came to Sacramen-
to (in 1919) and farmed with 
some of his buddies he was in 
the Army with in Hawaii. And 
this was in Sacramento where 
they call it Swanston Drive now. 
They had a big farmland there 
owned by the Swanstons, and so 
they farmed over there. About a 
year later, he called for my moth-
er and she came. Soon after that, 
they moved down to Donellan’s 
ranch, where they rented this 
property. It was 30 acres that they 
farmed. And it was a rental.”

Emmie said that not count-
ing her Naalehu-born broth-
er, Kiyoshi, who died when he 
was about a month, she had 
three siblings, George, Lily 
and James.

In recalling her own family 
farm and other Japanese farms 
near her old Riverside home, 
Emmie said, “Everybody in 
our area were truck gardeners, 
(who grew) vegetables. Most of 
the farms were close to River-
side Road, either on the side of 
the river or the opposite. My fa-
ther grew all kinds of vegeta-
bles. We grew, let’s see, corn, cab-

bage, cauliflower, radish. I don’t 
think we had anything that took 
too (much) time to bundle. Let’s 
see, we didn’t have tomatoes. We 
had watermelons. Most of these 
things we had to put on the wag-
on with the horse pulling the 
wagon. We brought (the filled 
wagon) to the tank house, where 
we washed the vegetables up by 
the house. The roads were not 
paved out in the field. It was dirt, 
so when it was raining and mud-
dy, that’s why we had to use the 
horse and wagon. They would 
bring (the produce by truck) to 
the farmers’ market on 5th Street, 
near Broadway. And then he got 
orders from different grocery 
stores, too, like Arata Bros. And 
there was a Red & White mar-
ket. So, (Sohei) would deliver 
(produce) to these grocery stores, 
and in exchange he might get 
some groceries or money.”

Through his service dur-
ing the war, Yohei acquired his 
American citizenship.

Emmie recalled that follow-
ing the bombing of Pearl Har-
bor, her father was approached 
by the FBI, who immediately 
departed after learning that he 
was an American citizen.

She added that although Yo-
hei did not own his own land, 
he did own his own house and 

crops, which proved addition-
ally important to him in 1942.

“When they were working 
(on that property) and they 
had to evacuate, (Yohei) was 
able to sell (his assets) to a 
group of Chinese people from 
San Francisco,” Emmie said. 
“So, all the crops and the house 
and the farm equipment, every-
thing was sold to them. So, in 
that way he was lucky, because 
he didn’t lose everything.”

Following the war, Emmie 
resided in Minnesota, where 
she underwent training to be-
come a registered nurse. She 
later passed the state board for 
that work in Washington.

Emmie moved to Sacramen-
to in 1950, where she worked 
at Sutter Hospital at 2820 L St. 
and resided near Curtis Park.

She also spent some time 
residing in Fresno before re-
turning to Sacramento, where 
she married Joe Makishima in 
1957. Joe died at the age of 80 
on July 22, 2003.

Joe and Emmie, who had 
three daughters, Kimi ( Joanne), 
Keiko (Diane) and Sherri, 
moved to Rio Linda in 1959.

Emmie is presently active in 
her community, as she volunteers 
for the Rio Linda-Elverta His-
torical Society and the Friends of 
the Rio Linda Library.

Photo courtesy of Emmie (Kato) Makishima 
Lily, James and Emmie Kato are dressed up for an Independence Day gathering in 
this 1933 photograph.

Former resident recalls early Japanese 
presence in Riverside-Pocket area
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is part one of a two-
part series regarding the WPA Rock 
Garden at William Land Park.

The rock garden in William Land 
Park reached a milestone in its histo-
ry, as it has been 75 years since it be-
gan as a project of the Work Projects 
Administration, which was a federal 
government Depression era system for 
work relief. The WPA was established 
as the Works Progress Administration 
in 1935 and renamed in 1939.

Located on a hillside off Land Park 
Drive and 15th Avenue, a short dis-
tance from Fairytale Town and adja-
cent to the William A. Carroll Am-
phitheatre, the nearly 1-acre rock 
garden includes granite block walls 
that line its walkways and a wide vari-
ety of plants, shrubbery and trees.

Also included in the garden is an ar-
bor featuring a circular wall and seating 
area built in 2005 with cobbles that were 
used as ballast in clipper ships more 
than a century ago. The arbor was ded-
icated during the same year as a memo-
rial to Norma Clevenger, a Sacramento 
gardener, and Aurora McGinnes, who 
was dedicated to caring for her brother, 
Esque Frost, during the Depression.

The beauty of the garden was detailed 
in the Feb. 24, 1940 edition of The Sac-

ramento Bee, as it was noted: “The flow-
ering peach trees (at the rock garden) 
are most appealing with their richness 
and quantity of rosy pink blossoms near 
plantings of deep green pine.

“Paths bordered with huge clumps of 
white snowdrops, rosy flowered dwarf 
heather, iris stylosa in light purple 
tones, bronzy wallflowers, white peren-
nial candytuft, magenta mesembryan-
themum, rosy lilac saxifrage, pansies of 
rich gold, deep purple, pure white and 
sky blue, orange marigolds and gleam-
ing basket of gold alyssum lead down 
to the waterside, where dozens of pa-
per white narcissi bend to the breeze.”

A brief reference to the garden was 
published in the May 18, 1940 edition 
of The Bee, as it was noted that James 
Mangan, city director of playgrounds, 
had requested that attendees of a May 
pageant at the amphitheater be careful 
not to walk on the garden’s flowers.

In its Aug. 31, 1940 edition, The Bee 
referred to nemesia, which is also known 
as the “baby snapdragon.” The plant was 
mentioned to have been “used with great 
success at the edge of the rock garden 
in William Land Park, close to the road 
which winds around the garden.”

Small shrubs and ground covers in 
the garden were mentioned in The Bee’s 
Feb. 22, 1941 edition as “making a car-
pet of brighter color and richer texture.”

The scenery of the garden was once 
again mentioned in The Bee, on March 

28, 1942, as it was noted: “Many trail-
ing plants ideal in rock gardens are at 
their best. Lamium maculatum, for 
example, is out on parade in the rock 
garden at William Land Park.”

In her gardening column in the May 
8, 1943 edition of The Bee, Curtis 
Park resident Christine Abbott Mor-
rison noted that it was common for 
local garden clubs to highlight their 
May meetings with field trips.

Morrison mentioned that the Mi-
gnonette Garden Club would then-
soon partake in a picnic before heading 
to the rock garden for a tour conducted 
by Frederick Noble Evans, superinten-
dent of the city’s parks department.

Evans, who held the same position 
at the time the garden was construct-
ed, was referred to in an April 3, 1945 
Bee article as having called the atten-
tion of local flower enthusiasts to the 
more than 5,000 daffodils which were 
adding color to the rock garden.

William G. Chorley, then-main-
tenance supervisor of William Land 
Park, was pictured in The Bee’s May 
9, 1953 edition, as he was working on 
herb plantings.

In another Bee photo, which was 
published in that paper on July 8, 
1955, Miriam Hall, Zelpha Smith 
and June Wallace are shown enjoying 
a break on a wall of the rock garden.

In present times, a sign on the south 
end of the garden reads: “WPA Rock 

Garden.” That year represents when 
the project was completed.

The garden was named by Dai-
sy Mah, the city maintenance worker 
and gardener who would become syn-
onymous with the garden.

Mah is credited for having restored 
the garden, which had become ne-
glected.

In an article paying tribute to Mah 
in The Bee’s Jan. 20, 2007 edition, it 
was noted that prior to Mah’s assis-
tance, the garden was a “rough and 
tumble patch of overgrown ivy, weeds 
and half-dead scrub oaks.”

The same article mentioned that af-
ter Mah became involved with the site, 
it had become a “cottage garden with a 
decidedly California/Mediterranean 
twist [with] thousands of shrubs, pe-
rennials, annuals, bulbs and trees.

Mah, who shared her story about 
restoring and maintaining the rock 
garden for the second part of this se-
ries, expressed her satisfaction with 
the garden’s present anniversary and 
with her work with the garden.

“Wow, 75 years, and to think I was 
part of one-third of those years,” Mah 
said. “I’m surprised, because I haven’t 
thought of it in that (historical) way 
for years. I feel proud to be a part of 
the WPA legacy and I did what I could 
to keep the garden alive and thriving. I 
feel a little bit like I was connected to 
an important part of the past.”

Land Park’s WPA Rock Garden turns 75 years old

Photos by Monica Stark
Home to a variety of plants, the WPA Rock Garden at William Land Park also features an arbor with a circular wall and seating area that was built in 2005. 
The WPA Rock Garden is sandwiched between this pond and Fairytale Town in William Land Park.
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By Bonnie Osborn

More than 100 authors and 
thousands of book lovers from 
2 to 102 will attend the first 
California Capital Book Festi-
val, Oct. 25 and 26, at the Sacra-
mento Convention Center. The 
book festival, which will be a free 
public event, will be similar to 
the annual Los Angeles Times 
Book Festival. It is the first book 
festival of its scope and size to be 
held in Northern California. 

“Atlanta’s book festival draws 
some 75,000 visitors each year; 
Miami, with a population 
slightly smaller than the Sac-
ramento region’s, attracts hun-
dreds of thousands to its book 
fair,” said festival organizer Mar-
ion Englund, who is a Curtis 
Park resident. “The greater Sac-
ramento region has hundreds 
of book clubs, amazing public 
libraries, and hundreds of au-
thors. We are putting together 
a program that we believe will 
bring people from all over the 
state to Sacramento.”

The festival is designed for 
widespread appeal, featuring 

author panels and presenta-
tions, storytelling, interactive 
displays, poetry, history exhib-
its, demonstrations, live enter-
tainment, publishers and book-
sellers, sports memorabilia, rare 
book displays, and more. Fea-
tured authors include New York 
Times best-sellers and award-
winners such as John Lescro-
art, Brenda Novak, Rhys Bow-
en and Cindy Sample as well as 
newly published authors such as 
the “15-ers,” a group of authors 
debuting their first books in 
2015. Authors span all genres: 
romance, mystery, fiction, histo-
ry, historical fiction, non-fiction, 
fantasy, YA, kid lit, biography, 
memoir and more. The list of 
authors confirmed to date, and 
still growing, is available at the 
festival website (CCBookFesti-
val.com).

The California Capital Book 
Festival is designed not only to 
celebrate books and reading, 
but to explore the spaces where 
literature intersects with real-
life experience. An All Things 
Pets area will feature dog train-
ing demonstrations and pet 

California serves for literary stage for Land Park-area authors

tricks. The Culinary Delights 
stage will feature cooking dem-
onstrations, wine and beer pair-
ings, and Farm-to-Table ideas 
from authors and local celebri-
ty chefs. In Kids Alley, kids of 
all ages can solve mysteries with 
the Code Busters Club, conduct 
science experiments with the 
Galactic Academy of Science, 
sing along with the authors of 
Seasons, Rhymes in Time, and 
learn how comic books are cre-
ated at the interactive School of 
Comics, with comic book writ-
er E.B. Burgoon and local litera-
cy organization 916 Ink. Aspir-
ing authors may attend a track 
of workshops on how to get 
published and promote their 
books. More than 40 area poets 
will be reading their work and 
inviting guests to participate in 
open-mic readings on the Po-
etry Stage, hosted by the Sac-
ramento Poetry Center. Take 
a photo with the Wells Fargo 
stagecoach, centerpiece of the 
California history section.

The Book Festival will 
open with a Ribbon Cut-
ting ceremony led by the 

California Capital Book Festival offers fun 
and excitement for book lovers of all stripes

participants in the first 
Sacramento Walk4Liter-
acy (walk4literacy.org). 
The ribbon cutting will 
take place at 10 a .m., 
Oct. 25, at the J Street 

entrance to the Conven-
tion Center.

For more information about fes-
tival attractions and featured au-
thors, visit ww.ccbookfestival.com.

By Bonnie Osborn

More than 100 authors 
and editors will be featured 
at the California Capital 
Book Festival Oct. 25-26. 
Among them are Califor-
nia State University, Sacra-
mento history professor Lee 
M.A. Simpson, a Curtis Park 
resident, and romance/mys-
tery author Michelle Drier of 
South Land Park.

With co-editor Chris-
topher J. Castaneda, also 
a professor of history at 
CSUS, Simpson has com-
piled a collection of essays 
that examine Sacramento’s 
extraordinary relationship 
with its natural surround-
ings. The book, River City 
and Valley Life: An Environ-
mental History of the Sac-
ramento Region, comprises 
416 pages with 47 photo-
graphs, divided into four 
themes: “Boomtown,” “Val-
ley Reclamation,” “Govern-
ment Town” and “Reclaim-
ing the Past.” 

“Every essay looks at how 
humans’ actions have altered 
or been altered by our natural 
environment,” Simpson says. 
“Being located at the conflu-
ence of two rivers shaped ev-
erything that happened in 
Sacramento’s history.”

Drier is a native Cal-
ifornian, born in San-
ta Cruz, with family roots 
in San Francisco dating to 
the Gold Rush, and she 
has lived just about every-
where in the state. Drier is 
an award-winning former 
journalist with the San Jose 
Mercury News and several 
Central Valley dailies. She 
will help host a booth at 
the California Capital Book 
Festival Oct. 25-26 in her 
role as president of the lo-
cal Sisters in Crime chap-
ter, Capitol Crimes.

Drier is perhaps best 
known for the vampire ro-
mance series SNAP and the 
Kandesky Vampire Chroni-
cles. Her two mysteries, Ed-
ited for Death and 2013 re-

lease Labeled for Death, draw 
on her journalism back-
ground, featuring protago-
nist Amy Hobbes, managing 
editor of the Monroe (Cali-
fornia) Press. Her eighth 
SNAP book, SNAP: All 
That Jazz, was published 
in June, and the third Amy 
Hobbes Newspaper mystery, 
Delta for Death, is scheduled 
for release later this year.

Look for Drier at the Sis-
ters in Crime/Capital Crimes 
booth Oct. 25-26, and check 
the schedule for Simpson’s 
presentation, coming soon at 
ccbookfestival.com.

Michelle Drier
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ADDITION SPECIALIST

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HANDYMAN

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

CABINETS - KITCHEN & BATH

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem- I will haul it away!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 17 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

 FALL CLEAN-UP SPECIALS! 

HARDWOOD FLOORING

Specializing in installing, sanding, 
and fi nishing hardwood fl ooring 

or repair and refurbish your current fl oors.

Call Michael – (916) 383-8742
Lic # 544159/References Available

Hardwood Flooring

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CUSTOM CONCRETE

GARY’S PAINTING
CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL                   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR OVER 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE WITH PRIDE

EXCELLENT REFERENCES       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

“Member BBB”

PAINTINGPAINTING

BUILDERS

PAINTING YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

PAINTING PLUMBING
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tree service

BAXTER TILE
EXPERT INSTALLATION
REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic • Marble • Granite
Floors • Counters • Walls

33 Years Experience • FREE Estimates

916-213-4669
License #668100

tiLe WOrK

tree service

tree service

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL service PLUMBiNG

rOOter service

PLUMBiNG

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com
CALL 456-7777

b & T upholstery & Repair

UPhOLstery 

Furniture
upholstery at 

its finest

1600-B Kitchner rd., sacto 95822
916/392-1959 • 916/995-7177

* senior Discounts
www.bandtupholstery.com

your services are needed! 
call Melissa (916) 429-9901 

and reserve your space on the 
Land Park News

home improvement page

JFK Class of ‘74 - 40 Year Reunion
October 11,2014   6 p.m. -11 p.m.

Embassy Suites
100 Capitol Mall

Sacramento CA 95814

To stay current on reunion information, follow the reunion Facebook page
at John F. Kennedy HS, Sacramento CA Class of 1974
For Further Information, contact Kevin Scott at Kevin.scott@norne.
com or at (213) 926-2626.

Mix Mingle and 
Catch Up With
Classmates!

$75 per person 
(if purchased by Oct. 3rd)

100.00 per person 
(if purchased at the door)

45th YEAR REUNION of the JFK Class of 1969
October 18, 2014

Dante Club– 6 p.m.
2330 Fair Oaks Blvd, Sacramento, Ca 95825

http://www.danteclub.com/

Alumni should also visit the 
class website and complete 
profile information: www.

jfk69.com

RSVP: Mark Carlos 6751 Swenson Way, 
Sacto, CA 95831– (916) 870-3154 
or email: mdcarlos@gmail.com

$65 per person, includes entertaiment–
by our own alumni–Al Skinner (not to be missed)

CALL AND 
PLACE 

YOUR EVENT 
TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

Holiday Craft Faire
Saturday, November 1

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Mission Oaks 

Community Center
4701 Gibbons Drive,

Carmichael
972-0336
MORPD.COM

CALL AND PLACE YOUR 
EVENT TODAY!

(916) 429-9901
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HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster,  Stucco,  Repai rs  and 
Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call 
Steven at 230-2114.

#1 BookkEEPER
31 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

bookkEEpINg TAx pREpARER

#1 TAx pREpARER
31 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business 
Tax returns including Corp & Partnerships. 
We prepare expertly all past tax returns
including all State returns. Get the most 
deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. 
today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada 
(775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

HARDwooD fLooRS
REfINISH oR INSTALL
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring or refurbish 
your existing hardwood floors. Call Michael at  (916) 
383-8742. Lic#544159 Ref available

Call Melissa at 
(916) 429-9901 today 

to place your ad!
Sell you car fast in 

the classifieds

pET poRTRAITS
oRIgINAL pET poRTRAITS
original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

SuMMER SpECIALS!
Rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod place-
ment, rototilling, pressure washing/power spray, 
yard work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub removal, 
general labor, fence repair, odd jobs & more. Refer-
ences available. Licensed. 17 yrs exper. Call Les 
at 838-1247.

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

Ongoing

“Stretch, Strengthen, and Thrive” 
at ACC: 
This class is designed for the needs and abil-
ities of active older adults, who are interest-
ed in gaining or maintaining mobility, 5-6 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. $5 per class 
if pre-paid; drop-in fee is $6.  ACC Senior 
Services Center, 7375 Park City Dr., 393-
9026 x330, www.accsv.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Easy Tai Chi at ACC
Learn 24-form Yang Style Tai Chi at a slower 
pace. Experience the gentle flow and treat your 
whole body to a gentle and relaxing workout.  
$16 per month or $5 Drop-in class. For sched-
ule call 393-9026, ext 330, www.accsv.org. 
ACC is located at 7375 Park City Dr. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Senior Fitness at St. Anthony’s
Senior Fitness meets Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at 9:45 a.m. at St. Anthony’s Memori-
al Hall at 660 Florin Road. Cost is $2 per class. 
Do not have to belong to the church. Class in-
corporates dyna bands, small hand weights, 
balls, and rubber bands plus cardio. Chair and 
standing exercises for flexibility, strength and 
balance accompanied by music of “the good ol’ 
days.” Participants do not have to get down on 
the floor! Paula has a Masters in Exercise Phys-
iology and has been in the fitness business over 
25 years. Equipment supplied if needed.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Senior Yoga at ACC
This class is designed to maintain joint mo-
bility, muscle strength and flexibility. A yoga 
mat is required. $25 per month or $6 drop-
in class. For schedule call 393-9026, ext. 
330, www.accsv.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Taiko for fun at ACC
Learn the history and basics of Taiko which 
refer to the various Japanese drums. Wear 
comfortable clothing. $16 per month or $5 
drop-in class. For schedule call 393-9026, 
ext 330, www.accsv.org. ACC is located at 
7375 Park City Dr. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Stretch, Strengthen, and Thrive!
This class is designed for the needs and abil-
ities of active older adults, who are interest-
ed in gaining or maintaining mobility. The 
class consists of a mix of full body stretch-
es, body weight exercises, strength training, 
and active stretching. 5:00-6:00 p.m. Mon-
days and Wednesdays. $5 per class if pre-
paid. Pre-registration and pre-payment is 
preferred, but drop-ins are welcome at a rate 
of $6 per class. Held at ACC Senior Servic-
es Center, 7375 Park City Dr., Sacramento, 
393-9026 x330, www.accsv.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community Skill Exchange (time 
bank) monthly potluck/meeting
On the second Thursday of the month, 
monthly meetings will be held at the Sac-
ramento Food Bank and Family Servic-
es. Information presentation and questions 
will be discussed between 5:30 and 6 p.m. 
Interested new friends encouraged to at-
tend. Potluck and sharing is 6:15- 7:30 p.m. 

Members and past friends welcome. Please 
bring a dish to share and be prepared to re-
cord ingredients before serving. 3333 3rd 
Ave., Oak Park. Community Room (Big 
Blue Door on 34th Street)
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

Sacramento Zoo needs wheelchairs
The Sacramento Zoo is looking for a few 
“gently used” wheelchairs, 808-5888. Your 
wheelchair can be a tax deductible dona-
tion, and  four zoo tickets will be offered as 
a thank you.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Support group for alienated 
grandparents
Meeting is the last Friday of each month 
at 2717 Cottage Way, suite 4. Meeting is at 
noon. 761-9121.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of South Sacramento 
accepting applications for fund-
ing from crab feed
The Rotary Club of South Sacramento and 
its 501(c)(3) charitable foundation are ac-
cepting applications for funding from the 
proceeds of the annual Crab Feed, to be 
held on Jan. 24, 2015. It is our intent to se-
lect one to three organizations for our an-
nual giving based upon the organizations’ 
submitted applications. Deadline for appli-
cations is Sept. 2. Visit www.southsacrotary.
org for more information and to apply.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Emotions Anonymous 
Meets regularly Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays.  Meeting information is available 
at www.emotionsanonymous.org. Free 12-
step program/support group for those who 
desire to become well emotionally healthy. 
Acquire a new way of life, sharing experienc-
es, and learning to live with unsolved emo-
tional problems. Meets Tuesday 6:30 – 7:30 
p.m. Parkside Community Church  5700 
South Land Park Dr.; 

Tuesday 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., Sierra Ar-
den Church of Christ, 890 Morse Ave (at 
Northrup), Room F-4. Thursday 7 – 8:30 
p.m. at Church of the Good Shepherd,1615 
Morse Ave. (at Arden Way) left of choir 
room. An optional newcomer orientation 
occurs on Saturdays from 1 to 1:30 p.m. at 
Wellness Recovery Center, 9719 Lincoln 
Dr. Ste. 300. Also on Saturday from 1:30 to 
2:30 p.m., there will be a topic for discus-
sion at WRC, 9719 Lincoln Dr., Ste. 300.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mahogany Urban Poetry Series 
- Queen Sheba - poetry readings
Each Wednesday from 8-11 p.m. at Queen 
Sheba in Sacramento, local talent makes it 
way to the restaurant for weekly open-mic 
events. $3-$5. 1704 Broadway. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Brain Gymnasium
Exercise your mind and have some fun at this 
on-going Brain Gymnasium class! Inviting all 
seniors to Eskaton Monroe Lodge, 3225 Free-
port Boulevard, 9:20 a.m. Thursdays. $6 per 
class. Call 441-1015 for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Gentle Qi Gong
Learn powerful relaxation techniques re-
duce stress, reduce physical pain and emo-
tional suffering, lower blood pressure, 
increase immune response and improve bal-
ance.  Inviting all seniors to Eskaton Mon-
roe Lodge, 3225 Freeport Boulevard, 3 to 4 
p.m., Wednesdays.  $7 per class.  Call 441-
1015 for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimist International of 
Sacramento South meetings
A service organization dedicated to insure 
the status of women and girls, the group 
meets at Aviator’s Restaurant, 6151 Free-
port Blvd. for lunch and to discuss the day’s 
topic. Meets the second and fourth Tuesday 
of each month at 12:15 p.m. 

October

Friends of Sacramento Public 
Library Warehouse Sale 
Oct. 11: More than 100,000 “gently used” 
books, videos, and audio books will be of-
fered for prices from fifty cents to $2 at the 
Saturday, Oct. 4 and Saturday, Oct11 sale at 
the warehouse of the Friends of the Sacra-
mento Public Library. There will also be a $6 
bag sale outside the warehouse on sale days.
 The warehouse is at the rear of the Friends’ 
“Book Den” store at Suite E, 8250 Belve-
dere Avenue, just south of 14th Ave. between 
Power Inn Rd. and Florin-Perkins Rd.  Plen-
ty of parking is available, but visitors should 
be careful not to park between the “No Park-
ing” signs on the south side of Belvedere. Sale 
hours will be from 9 a.m. to 4 pm. There will 
also be a preview for Friends members only 
on Friday October 3 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
(You can join at the door for $15). Income 
from the sale helps pay for programs, equip-
ment, and materials local libraries need but 
can’t afford. The “Book Den”, with most items 
priced individually from $3 up, will be open 
during the sale, as well as weekly on Thurs-
days, Fridays, and Saturdays. For more infor-
mation, call 731-8493 or go to fspl@att.net.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––                                                 

All Sacramento Public Libraries 
closed
Oct. 9: All Sacramento Public Libraries will 
be closed all day for staff training.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

NorCal Bats at Belle Cooledge 
Library (Family/All Ages)
Oct. 10: Learn about the importance of 
bats as they relate to food, insect control, 
pollination and seed dispersal in our region. 
NorCal bats will follow it all up with a view-
ing of live native California bats! The pro-
gram starts at 4 p.m. Belle Cooledge Library 
is located at 5600 South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Saturday Sleuths Book Club  
(Book Club)
Oct. 11: Starting at 2 p.m., this group dis-
cusses popular and classic mysteries. The 
October selection is Sister by Rosamund 
Lupton. Belle Cooledge Library is located at 
5600 South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pirate Treasure Scavenger Hunt 
at McKinley & McClatchy (Fam-
ily/All Ages)
Oct. 11: Put on your pirate costume and 
join us for a fun-filled afternoon! Festivities 
will begin at the McKinley Library where 
we will be making pirate maps, eye-patches, 
hooks, and hats from 11 a.m. to noon. Then 
join us for a scavenger hunt through mid-
town, finding clues along the way until you 
the reach the McClatchy Library. Scavenger 

See more Calendar, page 25
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hunt finishers will find prizes at end their 
journey along with pirate games and snacks 
from 2-3 p.m. Come for any or all parts of 
our Pirate Treasure Hunt Extravaganza! 
The fun starts and ends at the McKinley Li-
brary, 601 Alhambra Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

One Book One Film Series at 
Pocket Library (Adult)
Oct. 11, 25: Starts at 1 p.m., TBA. Robbie 
Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Library is locat-
ed at 7335 Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tolkien Book Club at McClatchy (Book Club)
Oct. 11: Starting at 1:30 p.m., the Tolk-
ien Book Club is open to all who enjoy the 
works of R.R. Tolkien. All are welcome to 
this book club meeting the second Saturday 
of every month at the McClatchy Library, 
2112 22nd St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Preschool Storytime at McClatchy 
Library (Early Childhood (0-5))
Oct. 14:  Every Tuesday at 10 a.m. children 
and their families are invited for to read 
books, sing songs, tell stories and have fun. 
Everyone is welcome to “stay and play” time 
with our great toys. McClatchy Library is 
located at 2112 22nd St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pumpkin Carving Contest at Mc-
Clatchy (School Age (6-12))
Oct. 14: Want to get ready for Hallow-
een and show off your artistic skill? Join 
us for an afternoon of pumpkin carv-
ing! You will have one hour to hollow out 
your pumpkin and create your own jack-
o-lantern design. Those interested can 
have their pumpkins judged at the end 
of the hour for a chance to win prizes. 
All pumpkins will be provided and you 
will be able to take yours home! Contest 
starts at 3:30 p.m. at the McClatchy Li-
brary, located at 2112 22nd St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Send us your updated 
event announcements.

E-mail us, editor@valcomnews.com

See more Calendar page 26

Calendar:
Continued from page 25
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Send us your updated 
event announcements.

E-mail us, editor@valcomnews.com

Baby Storytime at Belle Cooledge 
Library (Early Childhood (0-5))
Oct. 14: Join us for nursery rhymes, fin-
gerplays, simple stories, and songs designed 
to encourage a range of early literacy skills.   
This program is for children up to about 18 
months old or until they are ready for tod-
dler storytime. Each child must be accom-
panied by a participating adult.  Follow-
ing the program  babies and their caregivers 

are invited to stay and play with activity 
learning toys. Fun starts at 12:30 p.m. Belle 
Cooledge Library is located at 5600 South 
Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Noni’s Knit-Wits (Adult)
Oct. 14: Every Tuesday starting at 1:30 
p.m., enjoy a relaxing afternoon of knitting 
with fellow yarn enthusiasts. Anyone inter-
ested in knitting and crocheting, even be-

ginners, are welcome to join in. This is not 
an instructional class, but assistance is avail-
able. Bring your own supplies and a project 
to work on. Belle Cooledge Library is locat-
ed at 5600 South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bricktastic Block Party at Belle 
Cooledge Library (School Age (6-12))
Oct. 14: Join the monthly block party and 
make a mess creatively with an amazing se-
lection of Legos, Duplos, and Megablocks. 
Engineer something new or build some-
thing classic!  For builders of all ages! Brick-
tastic starts at 4 p.m. at Belle Cooledge Li-
brary, 5600 South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Continued from page 25



27www.valcomnews.com • October 9, 2014 • Land Park NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Faces and Places: 

Global Local at 
McClatchy Park 
Photos by Mary Rodgers

Curated by Land Park art activism center, Sol Collec-
tive, Global Local, a co-created celebration of art, culture, 
activism and healthy living was held at McClathcy Park 
on Friday, Aug. 29. The event was co-created by Sol Col-
lective, The California Endowment, City Council member 
Jay Schenirer, On Native Ground, Cleo Cleo Cartel, Sacra-
mento Native American Health Center, Upper Cloud Me-
dia, Brick House, Spanglish Arte, Unseen Heroes, Yisre-
al Farms, Foreign Native, Gorilla Knitting Crew, Hacker 
Lab, Brown Berets, Sacras Aztlan, Soil Born Farms/Har-
vest, ARTober Sacramento, Alchemist CDCD, Oak Park, 
Neighborworks (Oak Park FM and Oak Park Crop Swap), 
ZFG, Stephani Bouzard Portraits.
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WONDERFUL S. LAND PARK
Sharp 3 bedroom features new roof, floors, granite counters 
and master bath remodel. Nice location close-in, with easy ac-
cess to both 99 and I-5. Screened-in Florida room for relaxing 
with those Delta breezes. Family room / kitchen / dining area, 
and generous sized living room with fireplace. $345,000

MIKE PUENTE 395-4727

CLASSIC LAND PARK HOME
Fantastic Land Park home with everything you need!  3 bedrooms 
plus bonus space in the master bedroom, 1½ bathrooms, up-
dated kitchen, hardwood floors, fireplace, formal dining room, 
tons of storage, 2-car garage, inside laundry! $569,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715
KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458

FACING CURTIS PARK
Beautifully updated 3 bedroom 2½ bath two story home located 
on East Curtis Drive that features a lovely pool. Fabulous 
kitchen with granite counter tops, updated appliances and 
island with adjoining family room overlooking the pool.  Spa-
cious master suite too! $709,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

MIDTOWN LOFT
Beautiful two story loft with stained concrete floors on 1st floor and 
bamboo hardwood on the 2nd floor. Open layout with spacious living 
room / kitchen and dining areas as well as high ceilings and a fully 
upgraded kitchen with granite counter-tops. Upstairs and downstairs 
baths, indoor laundry room. New urban living at its best! $479,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

CRAFTMANSHIP FROM A BYGONE ERA
Beautifully renovated from head to toe - The Didion House - 
Rich wood, fine detailing and spacious rooms. Historical in in 
both style, heritage and culture. 4 bedrooms 2 full baths and 
2 half baths with new kitchen, three floors, including media 
room, and a full basement. $1,395,000

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

SPACIOUS LAND PARK
Charming 3 bedroom 2 bath home! Pretty random plank floor-
ing, nicely appointed living room fireplace and dining room large 
enough to host holiday meals. Very large finished basement 
with fireplace, great for game room or additional living space.  
Large shaded backyard! $598,000

PAULA SWAYNE  425-9715

4 BEDROOM HOME
Super clean, close in, and ready to go! Hard to find 4 bedroom home 
with 2½ baths in Land Park!  Energy efficient and beautifully maintained. 
Conveniently located, an easy walk to Land Park, Vic's Ice Cream and 
Crocker Riverside Elementary School. It's waiting for you! $325,000

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395
ERIN STUMPF 342-1372

GREAT URBAN LIVING
Blocks to the Capitol, theaters, restaurants and future arena! 
Large 2 bedroom condo is on the lower level with balcony and 
stairs to the enclosed greenbelt and campus. Great decorator 
colors, newer recessed lighting! $214,900

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495
PAMELA ANDERSON 502-2729

SOUTH LAND PARK GEM!
3 bedrooms 2 baths plus a bonus room and potential for an 
additional half bathroom. With new heating and air systems 
in 2013, and new roof in 2009.  Hobbyists and woodworkers 
will LOVE this oversized, fully insulated garage with dedicated 
220v outlet. Lots of storage! $319,900

KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458
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