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Happy Holidays!
From the staff at  

Valley Community Newspapers

By Greg Brown
greg@valcomnews.com

A Madhouse At Hollywood 
Hardware!

A customer hurried into 
Hollywood Hardware and 
declared, “I just called and 
talked to somebody about 
gutter guard.” 

Susan Reynolds, the man-
ager of Hollywood Hard-
ware who was taking gobs of 
calls from customers worried 
about the upcoming Sacra-
mento storm, told her “Over 
in the corner, hon.” 

The phone at Hollywood 
Hardware was ringing off the 
hook with people asking if 
the hardware store had tarps, 
gloves, boots, gutter scoops 
and anything else that will 
help before the big storm ar-
rived. Somebody called and 
asked, “Do you have any glass 
oil lanterns?” Susan told the 
caller, “We have three left!”

The employees were busy 
helping customers prepare 
for the Big One. I told Su-

san, “You love the chaos!” She 
said, “I love to have the mer-
chandise to help the people 
with chaos.” 

The National Weather Ser-
vice and the local TV mete-
orologists were predicting a 
storm of epic proportions and 
I wanted to be “storm ready.” 

The best place to purchase 
storm ready materials is Hol-
lywood Hardware. I actu-
ally purchased an inexpen-
sive item called a gutter scoop 
which scoops the goop from 
your gutters when the leaves 
have been in them for a while. 
The goop is a big drain clog-
ger. I was also looking for a 
new reliable flashlight. Susan 
told me I should have a flash-
light for every room in the 
house when the power goes 
out.  She added, “That’s what 
my mother taught me.” I bet 
her mother was in sales. 

I was also interested in 
the big black rain boots, but 
they only had two pairs left 

See Over the Fence, page 8

Happy Holidays!
From the staff at  

Valley Community Newspapers
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is part sev-
en in a series regarding historic 
Asian districts of Sacramento.

Among the war veteran or-
ganizations in the capital city 
is Gung Ho American Legion 
Post No. 696, which meets in 
the south area.

In speaking about the post’s 
history, Freeman Lee, the post’s 
1st vice commander, said, 
“Gung Ho Post was formed 

and chartered in 1946, follow-
ing World War II. There was 
still much discrimination, so 
Chinese Americans formed 
their own post.”

Lee explained that although 
members of the Gung Ho 
post were originally Chinese 
men, the post has evolved to 
accept non-Chinese and fe-
male memberships.

“As the years have gone by, 
so has discrimination and 
racism,” Lee said. “Veter-
ans are free to choose their 
post. We continue to reach 
out to all veterans.”

And in adding a bit of Chi-
nese American wartime triv-
ia, Lee said, “Little known to 
the American people is the 
fact that more Chinese Amer-
icans by percentage of ethnic-
ity served in World War II for 
the U.S. because single men 
were more often to be draft-
ed first. This was due to the 
Chinese Exclusion Act that 
prevented Chinese women to 
emigrate to the U.S., so few 
Chinese men had opportuni-
ty to marry. And that Chinese 
Americans fought for liberty 
and freedom for their country 
when in fact their country de-
nied them these rights due to 
the Chinese Exclusion Act.”

The post’s original officers 
were Tim Jang, command-
er; James Fong, 1st vice com-
mander; Edmund E. Yee, 

2nd vice commander; Earl D. 
Wong, adjutant; Dr. Donald 
Yee, finance officer; Richard 
Mar, sergeant at arms; Da-
vid Dong, chaplain; Dr. Shue 
F. Wong, service officer; Joe 
Jang, historian; and John Mar, 
mess officer.

Tim Jang, who would even-
tually spend about 30 years in 
government service, including 
19 years with the U.S. Soil 
Conservation Service (today’s 
Natural Resources Conserva-

tion Service), enlisted in the 
Navy’s 132nd Construction 
Battalion during World War 
II. The battalion’s headquar-
ters was on the Hawaiian is-
land of Oahu.

Among the post’s charter 
members were several people 
who once resided in the vicinity 
of Sacramento’s Chinatown.

During the post’s first meet-
ing, which was held at the 
Fort Sutter American Legion 
Post No. 392 at 3333 I St. on 
April 11, 1946, dues were set 
at $6 per year.

The first social activity of 
the post was a picnic at Lodi 
Lake in Lodi on Aug. 11, 
1946 from 1 to 6 p.m.

The event, which had an ad-
mission of 50 cents, was at-
tended by about 350 people 
who were treated to food that 
was donated by Chinese mer-
chants in Sacramento.

The post participated in the 
Armistice Day parade on the 
streets of downtown Sacra-
mento on Nov. 11, 1946.

By the 1950s, the post was 
meeting for dinners at Hong King 
Lum restaurant in Chinatown.

The Gung Ho Post once 
had a women’s auxiliary, 
which included such mem-
bers as Mae Fong, Mabel Yee, 
Sarah Yee, Lillian Jang, Fern 
Wong, Emma Fong, Ruby 
Wong, Evelyn Seid, Ruby Yee, 
Rose Chong, Rosetta Fong 
and Lucy Wong.

In May 1972, a plaque was 
dedicated at the Confucius 
Temple in Chinatown Mall. 
The plaque reads: “In memo-
ry of our departed comrades 
who true to tradition gave 
their lives that freedom might 
not perish from the Earth. 

Gung Ho American Legion Post No. 696 meets in the south area
Chung Mei Post 8358. Gung 
Ho Post 696.”

Participating in the dedica-
tion were Benton W. Ham, the 
post’s commander, and Tim 
Jang, former post commander.

The Chinatown Mall was 
also used as the site of Me-
morial Day celebrations of 
the post.

Like many longtime organi-
zations, the Gung Ho Post’s 
membership numbers eventu-
ally began to severely decrease.

One man who knows much 
about the post’s membership 
numbers is the aforemen-
tioned Freeman Lee.

Lee recalled being recruited 
to assist in a project to increase 
the post’s membership, which 
had fallen to 15 members.

“(The post’s commander) 
Dr. (Herbert) Yee recruited 
me (last March) to come over 
here to help Gung Ho Post 
out,” Lee said. “Gung Ho Post 
was about to go down. We see 
each other at association din-
ners and when (Yee) became 
commander, he didn’t want 
(the post) to collapse. He said, 
‘Freeman, come and join the 
Gung Ho Post and help us.’”

At that time, the Gung Ho 
Post was about to be com-
bined with George W. Man-
hart American Legion Post 
No. 391, but Lee helped 
bring in new members and 
continue the history of the 
Gung Ho Post.

In commenting about the 
Gung Ho Post’s current 
membership total of 27 mem-
bers, Lee said, “So, now we’re 
at 120 percent strong.”

On Nov. 20, nine days af-
ter members of the Gung Ho 
Post participated in the Veter-
ans Day parade in downtown 
Sacramento, a post meeting 
was held at the Pocket area 
home of Gene O. Chan.

In being that Thanksgiv-
ing was then about one week 
away, an early Thanksgiving 
lunch with turkey, gravy, stuff-
ing, sweet potatoes, pumpkin 
pie, tea and other offerings 
preceded the meeting.

Attendees of the meeting 
included the aforementioned 
Chan, Lee and Yee, as well as 
Al Chew, Lawrence Chew, 
Nick Young, Jeff Wong Dai, 
Carlos Garcia, James Lew, 
Michael S. Wong, Paul Fong, 
Jr. and Jimmy Ong.

Members of the post, who 
were on the organization’s 
2014-15 roster, but were 

not present at the gathering, 
were the aforementioned 
Frank Wong and Kern 
Chew, and Wallace Fong, 
Benton Hom, Bill Koontz, 
Don Lee, George W. Lee, 
Herbert Leong, George 
Louie, Poy K. Louie, Joyce 
Lee, Brandon Mark, Greg 
Miyata, Sam Ong, Dave Pe-
vny, Joe Waugh III, Law-
rence Wong and Randy Yee.

Eighty-nine-year-old Law-
rence Chew, who grew up in 
the Delta area around Court-
land and fought in combat, 
mostly in Germany, during 
World War II, explained that 
he enjoys the friendships he 
shares with other members of 
the post.

“ I joined (the post 
more than) 10 years ago 
to get together with the 

buddies again,” Lawrence 
said. “ They have all been 
in the service. I enjoy 
(being a member of  the 
post). It’s camaraderie, 
and we always have a nice 
lunch, dinner.”

Photo by Lance Armstrong
Gung Ho American Legion Post No. 696 met for its November meeting in the Pocket area home of Gene O. Chan.

Photo by Lance Armstrong
Freeman Lee, the post’s 1st vice commander, assisted 
in a project to increase the post’s membership.

Photo courtesy of Gung Ho Post No. 696 
Tim Jang (1910-2007) served as the post’s first com-
mander.

Photo by Lance Armstrong
Dr. Herbert Yee, Gung Ho Post No. 696 commander 
and a former dentist in Sacramento, attends the 
post’s Nov. 20 meeting.

See Gung Ho, page 5

Gung Ho:
Continued from page 4
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Faces and Places

Swim with Santa: 
Even Santa swims at the YMCA
Photos by Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

Santa enjoys swimming at the YMCA. Taking note of chil-
dren’s wishes as some little ones hung onto his arms, others 
swam around the 85-degree indoor pool. Free and open to the 
entire community with a donation of a non-perishable food or 
new winter clothing item, the fun continued with crafts and 
holiday snacks in the gymnasium on Friday, Dec. 12.

See Solution, page 12
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document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

legal services

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

casey.s@chancellorhealthcare.com
www.reverecourt.com

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

Lic. #347001338/342

that were size 13. The rain 
boots were selling like hot 
cakes! They would come 
in handy if the small, anti-
quated, drain on our street 
gets clogged up again and 
a small lake forms. A few 
candy wrappers can clog 
that drain. 

From rakes to roof patch, 
Hollywood Hardware has ev-
erything you need when the 
Big One comes. 

Local Craft Beer And Wine 
At Vic’s Cafe

Vic’s Café, which serves 
Temple coffee, scones, 
breakfast sandwiches, sal-
ads, wraps, and entrees, 

will soon be offering lo-
cal craft beer and wine 
next door to the histor-
ic ice cream shop on Riv-
erside Boulevard. So, 
the kids can get a couple 
scoops of  ice cream next 
door while Mom and Dad 
have a bottle of  Monkey 
Knife Fight at the café. 
They’re planning on serv-
ing local brew from Track 
7, New Helvetia , Rubi-
con and other local brew-
eries. They will also be 
serving wine from Revo-
lution Wines and Bogle 
Winery in Clarksburg. 

Longtime Land Park res-
ident Nancy Johnson, who 
was enjoying an extra hot 
vanilla latte at the café, said, 
“ That would be wonderful 

Over the Fence:
Continued from page 3

Photo by Greg Brown
Manager Dave Gilson mans the coffee bar inside Vic’s Café.

Let us know
Send information about your event—including date, time, location, a brief 

description, cost (if any), and contact information.
E-mail us at editor@valcomnews.com

Photos from 
‘the storm of 
the century’
By Greg Brown

Shown here is a collection of photo-
graphs from the “storm of the centu-
ry” taken in the Hollywood Park and 
Land Park neighborhoods.

for locals to walk by and 
have a glass of wine.” She 
added, “I’ve been coming to 
Vic’s since 1947!” 

Vic’s Ice Cream opened 
on Feb. 2, 1947. The café 
opened on that same date 
in 2014. They actually gave 
away everything for free on 
the anniversary date and of-
ficially opened for business 
on Feb. 7. 

The manager at Vic’s 
Café, Dave Gilson, told 
me they want to keep the 
neighborhood feel that 
Vic’s is famous for. Very 
family friendly. In addi-
tion to the beer and wine, 
they also want to expand 
the kitchen and possi-
bly put in some taps. But 
that’s “further down the 
road,” according to Dave. 

There’s actually been 
some minor neighborhood 
opposition to the beer and 
wine license, but the ma-
jority of neighbors are ex-

cited about having choic-
es in the evening at Vic’s 
Café. The café gets lots 
of morning and afternoon 
customers, but in the eve-
ning, they just get a small 
trickle of folks. 

They’re hoping that 
adding beer, wine, and an 

expanded menu they’ ll get 
some of  the Land Park lo-
cals hanging out and en-
joying Vic’s Café in the 
evening. 

Got  an  i t em for  Ove r 
The  Fence?  Emai l  Greg@
valcomnews . com.
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WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

F o r  o v e r 
4 0  y e a r s

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

 749 8TH AvE • $340,000
KEvIN mOORHOUSE • 425-1099

ATCHAN vANPELT • 813-5919
2440 4TH AvENUE • $685,000

JOCELyN yAP • 601-9581

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

2601 PORTOLA WAy
This unique property has gone 
through a complete restoration from 
(below) the ground up. Completed in 
2014, this finely renovated home has 
many special features and touches. 
The gourmet chef’s kitchen includes 
top of the line appliances. $875,000 
TAmmy NOvOA • 628-8530

3968 bARTLEy DRIvE
Cal Carmel style, complete w/600sf 
art studio. You can’t help but feel 
pride of ownership when you walk 
in to this lovely home nr Land Park 
& the Zoo. Kitchen incl honed gran-
ite, stainless stl appl & custom hdwd 
cab. $719,000 
mINDy DEFENbAUgH • 834-6202

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ Low inTroduCTorY CosT
★ sTarT anYTime
★ Live CLasses

Call: Ed Daniels • 451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ monThLY Cash FLow
★ TenanT sCreening
★ mainTenanCe

Call: brittany Naucke • 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

2816 4TH AvENUE
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,352 square feet 
of living space and large .16 acre lot. 
The garage is newer with alley access. 
The kitchen is updated and there is an 
inside laundry area. There is a separate 
living room and a dining room/family 
room combination.   $459,000  
LARRy EASTERLINg • 849-9431

3089 FREEPORT bLvD.
3 bdrm home plus extra lot across 
from mcClatchy hs Zoned r-3 multi-
Family, To Be soLd TogeTher aT 
This PriCe. walk to Taylor’s mkt, 
Light-rail, more. Lots of possibilities 
here for investor or developer or 
builder. $374,950
PAm LIgHTFORD-LygREN • 806-1020

6120 WyCLIFFE WAy
Prestigious south Land Park hills. 
Beautiful centrally located home on 
a quiet street. Features swimming 
pool with water fall, plantation shut-
ters, closets galore, walk-in showers, 
built-in speakers. $475,000 
LISA LINARES • 956-4745
SUE HALEy • 752-1372

1156 ROSA DEL RIO WAy
south Land Park 3/2 with bonus 
upstairs loft! Close to hwy 5 and 
minutes to upcoming King’s arena 
downtown!! near schools, parks, 
shopping, river bike trail. Laminate 
floors throughout. updated master 
bath with slate tile. $239,900 
LISA LINARES • 956-4745

S O L D S O L D

THANK yOU TO ALL
OF OUR SPONSORS,

CONTRIbUTORS AND
PATRONS OF THIS

yEAR’S COOK REALTy 
CHARITy gOLF
TOURNAmENT!

SOLD

PENDING
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Life should not only be lived, 
it should be celebrated.
– Osho 

Welcome to Eskaton Monroe Lodge

 eskaton.org

At Eskaton Monroe Lodge, we celebrate you! Our focus is on 
wellness of body, mind and spirit. Here you’ll find unique Signature 
Programs like Smart Sensor technology for enhanced peace of mind, 
Kids Connection for intergenerational experiences, and powerful 
Life Enrichment — like Thrill of a Lifetime, music and pet therapies. 
All this with the practicality of month-to-month rental that includes 
housekeeping, dining and other convenient services. 

Come visit us soon!

eskaton.org

Eskaton Monroe Lodge
Independent Living with Services

3225 Freeport Boulevard | Sacramento, CA 95818

916-265-0045 A California Nonprofit Corporation

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Note: This is the first article in a series 
about Land Park resident Laura “Sid” 
Garcia-Heberger.

The name Sid Garcia-Heberger was 
for many years synonymous with the 
Crest Theatre at 1013 K St. And un-
til recently, she had been the face of the 
iconic local theater.

With the Crest’s recent change in 
management, Sid, 49, finds herself in 
an unfamiliar role, as she is no longer 
directly associated with the Crest’s op-
erations for the first time in more than 
a quarter century.

And as for the theater’s future, a mes-
sage on the business’s website notes: 
“The theatre will continue operating 
under different management.”

While sitting in her Land Park home 
last week, Sid discussed various details 
regarding her life, including her hiring 
at the Crest in 1986.

Sid, who grew up in Sutter Creek, 
about an hour outside of Sacramento, 
said that she gained an early love for 
history and movies of days gone by.

“My mother ( Janis Garcia) instilled 
in me a love of old movies and histo-
ry,” Sid said. “One of our favorite out-
ings was to head over to the Amador 
County History Museum. I can’t tell 
you how many times I would go and 
visit that museum. We would talk a 
lot about history and the 1940s and 
we would go and look at the displays 
and talk about what it was like dur-
ing that era. And so, I think that (ex-
perience), coupled with her love of 
old movies instilled in me an inter-
est in historic architecture, movies – 
more than just the mainstream mov-
ies, and just that sense of history and 
bygone eras.”

After being asked to discuss what 
movies she enjoyed watching at that 
time, Sid said, “A favorite (movie) 
that my mother and I watched over 

and over again was (the 1939 film) 
‘Wuthering Heights,’ with Mer-
le Oberon and Laurence Olivier. 
But mostly we watched movies on 
TV whenever they came on, like on 
Channel 40 or something like that. 
The town that I grew up in didn’t 
have a movie theater, so a lot of our 
movie watching was on TV.”

Sid also fondly recalled her spe-
cial family outings to see various 
movies, and she added, “One (film) 
in particular that comes to mind is 
seeing ‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang’ 
at the domes there on Arden and 
Ethan (ways).”

Although the majority of the Garcias’ 
Sacramento theater outings were to the 
dome theaters just east of Cal Expo, the 
family would occasionally see movies at 
a drive-in theater, the (United Artists) 
theaters in Sunrise Mall, and the UA 
Arden Fair 6 theaters behind the Ar-
den Fair Mall during the pre-UA Mar-
ket Square days.

Sid’s movie viewing adventures in-
creased during her teen years when 
she obtained her driver’s license and 
a four-screen theater opened in Jack-
son, which is about 10 minutes away 
from Sutter Creek.

In recalling that time in her life, 
Sid said, “I spent countless hours 
in that theater. I saw ‘Raiders of the 
Lost Ark’ pretty much every day of 
its run. I loved that movie and the 
freedom of having a driver’s license 
and being able to drive 10 minutes 
away and see movies was just a tre-
mendous experience.”

Sid eventually made frequent trips to 
the old Showcase Cinema at 412 L St.

After graduating from Amador 
County High School in 1983, Sid 
moved to Sacramento, where she 
majored in computer sciences at 
Sacramento State University. But 
instead of earning a degree in that 
subject, she switched schools, be-

Former Crest 
Theatre manager 
recalls her early 
theater memories

See The Crest, page 14

11 trillion gallons 
of water needed 
to end the drought

It will take about 11 trillion gallons of water -- around 1.5 
times the maximum volume of the largest U.S. reservoir -- to 
recover from California’s continuing drought, according to a 
new analysis of NASA satellite data.

The finding was part of a sobering update on the state’s 
drought made possible by space and airborne measurements 
and presented by NASA scientists Dec. 16 at the American 
Geophysical Union meeting in San Francisco. Such data are 
giving scientists an unprecedented ability to identify key fea-
tures of droughts, data that can be used to inform water man-
agement decisions.

A team of scientists led by Jay Famiglietti of NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, California used data from 
NASA’s Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment (GRACE) 
satellites to develop the first-ever calculation of this kind -- the 
volume of water required to end an episode of drought.

Earlier this year, at the peak of California’s current 
three-year drought, the team found that water storage in 
the state’s Sacramento and San Joaquin river basins was 11 
trillion gallons below normal seasonal levels. Data collect-
ed since the launch of GRACE in 2002 shows this deficit 
has increased steadily.

According to a press release from NASA, to develop these 
calculations, the observatory measures how much water is in 
the snowpack and how much sunlight the snow absorbs, which 
influences how fast the snow melts. These data enable accurate 
estimates of how much water will flow out of a basin when the 
snow melts, which helps guide decision about reservoir filling 
and water allocation.

“The 2014 snowpack was one of the three lowest on record 
and the worst since 1977, when California’s population was 
half what it is now,” said Airborne Snow Observatory princi-
pal investigator Tom Painter of JPL. “Besides resulting in less 
snow water, the dramatic reduction in snow extent contributes 
to warming our climate by allowing the ground to absorb more 
sunlight. This reduces soil moisture, which makes it harder 
to get water from the snow into reservoirs once it does start 
snowing again.”

The scientists cautioned that while the recent California 
storms have been helpful in replenishing water resources, they 
aren’t nearly enough to end the multi-year drought.

“It takes years to get into a drought of this severity, and it will 
likely take many more big storms, and years, to crawl out of it,” 
said Famiglietti.

Source: nasa.gov

Photo by Matías Bombal
The Crest Theatre at 1013 K St. opened 65 years ago.
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ADDITION SPECIALIST

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HANDYMAN 

CABINETS - KITCHEN & BATH

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem- I will haul it away!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 17 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

 WINTER CLEAN-UP SPECIALS! 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CUSTOM CONCRETE

GARY’S PAINTING
CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL                   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR OVER 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE WITH PRIDE

EXCELLENT REFERENCES       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

“Member BBB”

PAINTINGPAINTING

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CLEANING

HOUSE CLEANING

BUILDERS

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

PAINTING

coming a student at Sacramento City Col-
lege, where she earned an associate’s de-
gree in languages and literature, with an 
emphasis in theater.

Sid recalled obtaining what she called her 
“first real movie theater job,” in 1985.

“My first real movie theater job was 
at Arden Fair cinemas,” Sid said. “I had 
been performing in a shadow cast for the 
‘Rocky Horror Picture Show.’ We started 
out at the Showcase Cinema and after the 
Showcase was (closed on Sept. 16, 1984 
and was) torn down (a short time later), 
we landed at Arden Fair cinemas. And 
during my time there, I would frequent-
ly ask if they were hiring, and eventually 
they were (hiring) and so I got a position 
there working mostly at the candy coun-
ter, but occasionally in the box office.”

In the summer of 1986, Sid attended a 
unique event, the World’s Longest Poetry 
Reading, at Java City at 1800 Capitol Ave.

Sid recalled the event, saying, “ I was a 
friend of the person who was putting on 
the poetry reading and the idea was they 
were going for a Guinness world record. 
It went on for like a full week, 24 hours 
a day. I was at that (event) frequently, 
including many overnights, evenings just 
sitting there on the sidewalk listening to 
poetry. There were specific people who 
were assigned to read during certain time 
slots, but when there wasn’t a local poet 
reading, people would get up and just 
read Robert Frost (poems) or what have 

you. I saw lots of local poets during that 
time and the reason I mention it is I met 
Matías Bombal (a former Crest manager 
who now writes about movies for Valley 
Community Newspapers) at that event.

“At that time, (Bombal) was aware of 
the Crest being reopened and encouraged 
me to come and apply for a position at 
the Crest. And even though I was working 
and going to school, I wasn’t particularly 
interested in getting another job. Matías 
(who was employed at the Crest from 
1986 to 1990) was quite interested that 
I come and apply. I was hired (to work at 
the Crest) pretty much on the spot and I 
started working there in late October, ear-
ly November 1986.”

The Crest:
Continued from page 13

Got News?
E-mail us, editor@valcomnews.com

Photo by Lance Armstrong
Sid Garcia-heberger discusses her pre-Crest Theatre life. She 
was hired to work at the historic downtown Sacramento 
theater in 1986.
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Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

Ongoing

“Stretch, Strengthen, and Thrive” 

at ACC: 
This class is designed for the needs and abil-
ities of active older adults, who are interest-
ed in gaining or maintaining mobility, 5-6 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. $5 per class 
if pre-paid; drop-in fee is $6.  ACC Senior 
Services Center, 7375 Park City Dr., 393-
9026 x330, www.accsv.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Easy Tai Chi at ACC
Learn 24-form Yang Style Tai Chi at a slower 
pace. Experience the gentle flow and treat your 
whole body to a gentle and relaxing workout.  
$16 per month or $5 Drop-in class. For sched-
ule call 393-9026, ext 330, www.accsv.org. 
ACC is located at 7375 Park City Dr. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Senior Fitness at St. Anthony’s
Senior Fitness meets Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at 9:45 a.m. at St. Anthony’s Memori-
al Hall at 660 Florin Road. Cost is $2 per class. 
Do not have to belong to the church. Class in-
corporates dyna bands, small hand weights, 
balls, and rubber bands plus cardio. Chair and 
standing exercises for flexibility, strength and 
balance accompanied by music of “the good ol’ 
days.” Participants do not have to get down on 
the floor! Paula has a Masters in Exercise Phys-
iology and has been in the fitness business over 
25 years. Equipment supplied if needed.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Riverside Wesleyan Church offers 

older adult fitness class
Oasis, a fitness class for older adults, is held 
Monday, Wednesday  and Friday from 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. at the Wesleyan Church, 6449 River-
side Blvd., in the Pocket/Greenhaven area. The 
charge for each class is $2. Participants do not 
have to be affiliated with the church. The class 
has about 40 regular members,  but the area used 
to exercise is large and can accommodate more.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Senior Yoga at ACC
This class is designed to maintain joint mo-
bility, muscle strength and flexibility. A yoga 
mat is required. $25 per month or $6 drop-
in class. For schedule call 393-9026, ext. 
330, www.accsv.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Taiko for fun at ACC
Learn the history and basics of Taiko which 
refer to the various Japanese drums. Wear 
comfortable clothing. $16 per month or $5 
drop-in class. For schedule call 393-9026, 
ext 330, www.accsv.org. ACC is located 
at 7375 Park City Dr. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Wanted: Grand Jurors
Sacramento County Superior Courts are 
currently recruiting individuals to serve on 
the 2015-16 Grand Jury (GJ) for a one year 
term, starting on July 1, 2015.  To quali-
fy, you must be at least 18 years of age, a cit-
izen of the United States, and a resident 
of Sacramento County for at least one full 
year.  Grand jurors must be able to commu-
nicate in English, both verbally and in writ-
ing.  Your name will be entered into a pool 
of screened and qualified applicants from 
which 19 residents’ names will be picked, at 
random, in the late spring.

See more Calendar, page 18

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call.  Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 
908942. Call Steven at 230-2114.

#1 BookkEEPER
31 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene 
Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

bookkEEpINg
#1 TAx pREpARER
31 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax re-
turns including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including all State 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTEC Registered & Bonded. Please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, 
Nevada (775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

TAx pREpARER

HARDwooD fLooRS
REfINISH oR INSTALL
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring or refurbish 
your existing hardwood floors. Call Michael at  (916) 
383-8742. Lic#544159 Ref available

Sell you car fast in 
the classifieds

wINTER SpECIALS!
Rain gutter’s cleaned, concrete removal, sod place-
ment, rototilling, pressure washing/power spray, 
yard work, hauling, painting, tree & shrub removal, 
general labor, fence repair, odd jobs & more. Refer-
ences available. Licensed. 17 yrs exper. Call Les 
at 838-1247.

offICE SuITE foR RENT
poCkET AREA
Beautiful, spacious corner office w/large windows 
available inside an established Financial Planning 
Firm. Located in a new building w/three conference 
rooms. Rent $850, utilities and cleaning services 
included. Contact Barbara.Fukui@paragonfs.net
www.paragonfs.net

ADVERTISE YouR RENTALS

Call 429-9901

for a box 
ClaSSified

ad
Call Melissa

429-9901

pET poRTRAITS
oRIgINAL pET poRTRAITS
original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

Genevieve Didion 
Middle School

Visitation Days – 
Jan. 13th & 15th

Please call to schedule 
(916) 433-5039

6490 Harmon Dr., Sacto. 95831

Got News?
E-mail us, editor@valcomnews.com

tree service

BAXTER TILE
EXPERT INSTALLATION
REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic • Marble • Granite
Floors • Counters • Walls

33 Years Experience • FREE Estimates

916-213-4669
License #668100

tiLe WOrK tree service

tree service

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL service PLUMBiNG

rOOter service

PLUMBiNG

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com
CALL 456-7777

PaiNtiNG

your ad should be here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

b & T upholstery & Repair

UPhOLstery 

Furniture
upholstery at 

its finest

1600-B Kitchner rd., sacto 95822
916/392-1959 • 916/995-7177

* senior Discounts
www.bandtupholstery.com
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Here is an opportunity to make a differ-
ence in your community.  As a Grand Juror, 
you are part of a system of independent citi-
zen oversight of county and city government 
and related agencies. 
Grand Jury duties include:
·Investigating citizen complaints against 
county and city public agencies and officials

·Touring the prisons (six total) within the 
county, (and investigating them, if necessary)
·Participating in indictments of criminal matters 
when requested by the District Attorney, and
·Producing a report to the county’s citizens 
each June that summarizes the grand jury 
investigations, and includes recommenda-
tions to any problems found. This indepen-
dent entity is one of the last bastions of cit-
izen involvement in local government. Be 
part of a team that shines a spotlight on 

good and bad government processes and ac-
tions.  Your Grand Jury involvement will re-
sult in better, more effective government, a 
more involved community, and a more edu-
cated populace. For further information and 
an application go to: www.sacgrandjury.org/
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

ACC presents Senior Yoga
Enjoy movements designed to maintain joint 
mobility, muscle strength, and flexibility. This 
class is gentle, easy to follow and uses the floor 
and chair. 10:30-11:30am Wednesdays at 
ACC Greenhaven Terrace, 1180 Corporate 
Way. Pre-registration is preferred but drop-ins 
are welcome. For detail, call (916) 393-9026, 
ext 330, www.accsv.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

Sacramento Zoo needs wheelchairs
The Sacramento Zoo is looking for a few “gen-
tly used” wheelchairs, 808-5888. Your wheel-
chair can be a tax deductible donation, and  
four zoo tickets will be offered as a thank you.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

January 
ACC presents: “Advanced well-
ness: Topics helpful to both 
veterans and non-veterans”
Jan. 13:  The presentation will address public 
benefits,  resources and how to access them, 
pre-planning for the future and how to pre-
vent crisis, dealing with the Veteran Affairs 
Aid and Attendance Pension program. Free 
of charge; class will be held from 10 to 11 
a.m. at  ACC Senior Services Center, 7375 
Park City Dr. Pre-registration is required. For 
detail, call 393-9026, ext 330, www.accsv.org          
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sacramento Preservation 
Speaker Series presents talk by 
historian Paula Peper
Jan. 14:  Paula Peper, historian, author and US 
Forest ecologist at the Center for Urban For-
est Research-retired will present: East Sacra-
mento: From Swamp to Urban Forest, Jan. 14 

from 6-7 p.m. Peper’s presentation will pro-
vide a brief overview of the development of 
Sacramento and, particularly East Sacramen-
to from pre-white settlement to becoming the 
central resource for Northern California or-
chard and vineyard development through the 
1800s, and neighborhood establishment in the 
1900s. Today’s East Sacramento street trees 
attract many new homeowners to the com-
munity. She will share lessons learned from re-
search on these trees, including successes and 
mistakes in management past and present. 
The presentation includes a free raffle of eight 
full-color, heirloom quality books from the 
Roots of the Past series on Sacramento park 
neighborhoods, trees and townships. Light re-
freshments will also be served.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

ACC presents “5 Wishes” classes
Jan. 15: This educational workshop discusses 
your rights and medical decisions. California 
and Federal laws give all competent adults, 18 
years and older, the right to make their own 
health care decisions. Learn about a free le-
gal document which gives your medical deci-
sions a voice when you may not have the abil-
ity to express them. Free of charge; class will 
be held 1:00-2:00pm  on January 15, 2015  at  
ACC Senior Services Center, 7375 Park City 
Dr. Pre-registration is required. For detail, 
call 393-9026, ext 330, www.accsv.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Troop 259 Eagle Scholarship Fund 

Crab Feed
Jan. 16: Troop 259 of Elks Lodge No. 6 will 
hold an Eagle Scholarship Fund Crab Feed at 
the Elks Lodge, No. 6 (6446 Riverside Blvd.). 
All proceeds benefit Eagle Scholarship. No host 
cocktails will be available at 6 p.m., followed by 
dinner at 7 p.m. Dinner includes: Crab, pasta, 
green salad, antipasto, rolls and butter.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Genealogical Association of  Sac-
ramento meeting
Jan. 21: The Genealogical Association of Sacra-
mento will present Cheryl Stapp as the speak-
er for the January meeting, which will meet in 
the Belle Cooledge Library at 5600 South Land 
Park Dr. The doors open at noon. Cheryl will 
talk about women and wagon trains. For any 
questions, call Melanie at 383-1221.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Continued from page 17

Paula Swayne 
Realtor 

(916) 425-9715 
www.PaulaSwayne.com 

 Cal BRE#01188158 

Kellie Swayne 
Realtor 

(916) 206-1458 
www.KellieSwayne.com 

Cal BRE# 01727664 

Realtors 
N, D UNNIGA 

Wishing you 
and your 

loved ones a 
happy and 

safe 
New Year! 

By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

Valley Community Newspapers’ sales 
manager Patricia (Patty) Colmer, of Sacra-
mento, passed away on Tuesday, Dec. 2 after 
a tough, eight-month battle with cancer. Pat-
ty was a loving wife, aunt, great aunt, aun-
tie, second mother, friend and sister. Born 
on Oct. 31, 1945, Patty has been very close 
to all her friends and relatives to the point 
where quite a few friends think of her more 
as a sister than a friend. She was the most 
giving person you could ever meet. She gave 
until she couldn’t anymore. As her husband 
of 23 years, Bruce Colmer said, she was, 
“Giving, giving, giving. You couldn’t give her 
something without knowing she was going 
to give you something in return.” Patty was 
the kind of person you could confide in; she 
was a true friend and a fun one at that. Pat-
ty had a zest for life. She was so entertain-
ing herself and always brightened up your 
day. She and her husband Bruce spent ev-
ery waking moment together on adventures 
big and small. They traveled to the ocean, 
the Yucatan, and spent a lot of time rid-
ing on his Harley Davidson together. Patty 
even had special clothing for the rides. Patty 
liked glider flying and she’s up there gliding 
around right now. She was an avid skier and 
enjoyed life to its fullest. She loved the golf 
tournaments up by Lake Tahoe.

Patty and her mother Lola Chan were as 
close as sisters. Patty would visit her moth-
er every Friday. They’d go to lunch and go 
sight-seeing together. Until the past year, 
Patty would do all the driving. With Bruce, 
they drove down to Long Beach, stopping 
to visit Patty’s great-nieces Silk and Quinn, 
and her great-nephew Bode, whom she 
adored tremendously.

On the many trips together, Patty pho-
tographed landscapes, plants and animals, 

and from her photographs, she created 
many gifts for people, including beauti-
ful cards, pendants, photo canvasses and 
even glass cutting boards. Patty was well 
known throughout the area for her pho-
tography and art works. She showed some 
of her work at local craft fairs, such as 
the Holiday Craft Fair and Book Sale at 
the Maidu Community Center in Rose-
ville and the annual Christmas craft fair 
at the Elks Lodge, No. 6, where she was a 
long-time member.

Patty once wrote, “My passion is using 
color, texture and lighting to capture the 
simple, often overlooked finer things that 
life has to offer.”

Her adventurous and giving spirit lives 
on in those she is survived by, includ-
ing, of course, Bruce, mother Lola Chan, 
and brothers Sam Chan Jr. (Nachi) and 
Dan Chan (DeeAnn). Patricia was aunt 
to Aki Chan, Kenji Chan, Lyle Chan, Ka-
tie Chan, Russell Colmer, Alyssa Trebil, 
Maura Hanrahan and Gordy Hanrahan.

Patty graduated from C.K. McClatchy 
High School in 1964 where she was a 
cheerleader and from where she won an 
art scholarship. She became a graphic 
artist for Pacific Bell in the late 1960s. 
During her long career in the maga-
zine and newspaper business, she pub-
lished and co-owned Sacramento Maga-
zine, worked for the Sacramento Union, 
the Press Tribune, the Washington Post 
and the Sacramento Bee, where she be-
came the publications manager for Dis-
cover Magazine. Patty was the sales man-
ager for Valley Community Newspapers 
for the past 12 years. 

Per Patty’s wishes, she was buried under 
an oak tree at Sylvan Cemetery because 
she loved oak trees. If you would like to 
make a donation in honor of Patty, please 
make it to the charity of your choice.

“Wee People”
Editor’s note: What follows is a poem written by Patty Colmer,  

found recently by her husband Bruce Colmer.
	 I have a guardian angel, his name is 
		  Henry O’Hare
	 He watches my every move – He’s 
		  oh-so aware.
	 One night he came to me, a Ouija Board
	 He was even with me on my Bunji cord
	 Everything I do; I just can’t shake him away
	 In the pubs a singin’ – He kneels and a prays.
	 What am I to do with this wee man of a person. 
	 He always leaves me a cussin’ & a cursin’
	 He does bring me friendships beyond compare
	 and luck in love, this Henry O’Hare
	 I guess I’ll keep this wee little man 
	 For he makes me know for who I am
	 To Henry O’Hare, 
		  the best to you always 
	 for you give me so much in many, many small ways

Valley Community Newspapers’ 
sales manager leaves legacy

Photo by Stephen Crowley
Patty Colmer, Valley Community Newspapers’ sales manager, passed away Dec. 2. 
Here, she is shown with her husband Bruce Colmer at a Sacramento River Cats game.

Photo courtesy
Shown here are Patty and Bruce during one of their many adventures.

Photo courtesy
Patty and Bruce always dressed up for Halloween and had a great time.



SACRAMENTO • LAND PARK • SIERRA OAKS • EAST SACRAMENTO • CARMICHAEL • WEST SACRAMENTO • GREENHAVEN

for current home listings, please visit:

DunniganRealtoRs.com
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916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

CUTE CURTIS PARK CRAFTSMAN
2 or 3 bedrooms 1½ baths, high boxed-beamed living room ceiling 
open to the dining room (shared gas log see-through fireplace) with 
French doors opening to private deck and enchanting yard with 
winding paths, cute guest cottage and storage shed. $385,000

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495
JERRY KIRRENE 455-1001

A BYGONE ERA
Beautifully renovated from head to toe - The Didion House - 
Rich wood, fine detailing and spacious rooms. Historical in in 
both style, heritage and culture. 4 bedrooms 2 full baths and 
2 half baths with new kitchen, three floors, including media 
room, and a full basement. $1,395,000

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

SOUTH LAND PARK TERRACE
Mid-centur y ranch in the hills of South Land Park Terrace. 
Living area opens to beautiful backyard and pool. 3 bed-
room, 1½ bath family home; bright and light and oh so 
charming.  Per fect for enter taining. Convenient location. 
New roof! $449,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

 HANDSOME LAND PARK
Spanish style home in the heart of Old Land Park. 3 bedrooms 
2 baths, spacious rooms, great floor plan, full basement and 
a backyard made for entertaining... One of a kind detailing 
and style. Paradise is personal but I think you might just find 
it here. $799,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

SOUTH LAND PARK HILLS
Wonderfully spacious ranch style home in desirable South 
Land Park. Double doors open to a beautiful entry and inviting 
family room with plantation shutters and view of backyard. 3 
or 4 bedrooms 2½ baths, kitchen pantry living room w/ wood 
burning fireplace insert. $459,000

BETH SHERMAN 800-4343

PRETIGIOUS RIVERLAKE
High quality Parker–built halfplex with a spectacular floor plan! 
4 bedrooms 3 full baths with downstairs bedroom and bath. 
Fantastic courtyard for extra living space. Spacious loft/den. 
Gorgeous formal dining room; and a large nook in charming 
kitchen. Rare 3-car garage. $550,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

4 BEDROOM HOME
Super clean, close in, and ready to go! Hard to find 4 bedroom 
home with 2½ baths in Land Park!  Energy efficient and beautifully 
maintained. Conveniently located, an easy walk to Land Park, Vic's 
Ice Cream and Crocker Riverside Elementary School. $325,000 

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395
ERIN STUMPF 342-1372

CLASSIC SPANISH IN LAND PARK
Traditional features include hardwood floors, beautiful front 
picture window, vaulted ceilings, gas fireplace, formal dining 
room, custom kitchen tile, one-of-a-kind decorative stairway, tile 
roof, dual pane windows and storage galore! 3 or 4 bedrooms 
2 baths and drought tolerant landscaping! $575,000  

KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458

POCKET AREA MOVE-IN READY
Enjoy this well maintained home! Highly sought after single story 
4 bedroom 3 bath home with roomy master suite. The family room 
adjoins the kitchen and is perfect for the chef to chat while making 
dinner! Located on a quiet street just steps from the Sacramento 
River. Pretty backyard. Welcome home! $425,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

for current home listings, please visit:

DunniganRealtoRs.com

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®
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