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Oak Park educational center 
to be renamed after Dr. King

Dr. Carroll Cooks Founder Of No Youth Left Behind Foundation of America has been given 
permission from the King Estate in Atlanta to use the name Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  for the 
purpose of renaming our Educational Center to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Educational Center 
located at 3960 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. This is historical being that it will be the first ed-
ucational center named after Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. that is actually on Martin Luther King 
Jr. Boulevard in California.

By GreG Brown 
greg@valcomnews.com

Gem Auto Wash 
removes beloved 
neon sign

Some might say I’m 
obsessed with signs. It 
probably started when 
I was a young boy in 
the backseat of a blue 
Buick Skylark.  I’d al-
ways look out the win-
dow at the cool busi-
ness signs as we’d drive 
down the road. 

I was driving down the 
road a couple weeks ago gaz-
ing out the window when I 
noticed Gem Auto Wash had 
a big crane taking down the 
cool neon 1960s sign and re-
placing it with a new large 
run-of-the-mill sign. I pan-
icked a little. 

I made a quick u-turn, 
parked the car, and imme-
diately started asking ques-
tions. I was able to speak to 
Reed Hollingshead, the own-
er of Gem Auto Wash,  and 
he alleviated some of my pan-
icky concerns about the icon-
ic sign, although my hands are 
still a little clammy about it. 

He and his brother Pe-
ter have taken over the fami-
ly business their dad Richard 
started in 1974. Reed said, 
“He left a great legacy.” Gem 
Auto Wash and the neon sign 
have been operating on Free-
port Boulevard  since 1962. 
In all that time, the sign has 
never had to be repaired, ac-
cording to Peter. “The tubes 
have been taken care of nice-
ly ,” he said. 

I was assured by Mr. Hol-
lingshead that they were go-
ing to preserve the sign.  The 
plan is to strip, paint, and 

Photo by Greg Brown
Alpha Architectural recently removed the cool 
vintage neon sign, for the purposes of “re-
branding.”

See Over the Fence, page 4
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Professional Home Interior Staging
Pre Sale Home Repairs

All Aspects Of Preparing Your Home For Sale
Service Guaranteed

916.799.2121
Lorene@LoreneWarren.com

LORENE WARREN
It Doesn’t Get Any Better to 

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
SPECIALIST 

TOP PRODUCER
34 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE AGENT
APPRAISAL

REFERENCES ALWAYS
AVAILABLE

2620 21st Street, Suite A
Sacramento, CA 95818

1017 Fremont Way
This beautifully remodeled traditional 
Land Park home is move-in ready. New 
kitchen w/ granite & stainless appliances. 
Large downstairs master suite & bath w/ 
dual sinks, granite counter, & a large 
walk-in closet. Beautiful hardwood floors 
w/ new carpets in bedrooms. Walk to 
shopping, schools and minutes to 
downtown Sacramento.  $489,000

LA
ND PA

RK

1940 Vallejo Way
Walk to all from this 3 bedroom in Old 
Land Park! Ready for your personal 
touches and ideas. Formal living room 
with fireplace, formal dining room, 
hardwood floors and a space in ktichen 
for casual dining. Inside laundry room 
and a 1 car garage with automatic 
opener. Spacious white kitchen with 
white tile counters. Close into 
Downtown, light rail, shopping and 
schools!.   $349,000

SO
LD

4332 Constance Lane
Cozy, Warm and Open in South Land 
Park Terrace. Open entry views living 
room and yard with wall of glass. 
Beautiful condition featuring hardwood 
floors newer HVAC, tankless water 
heater, remodeled hall bath, closet 
organizers and a master suite. 2 car 
attached garage. Fabulous professionally 
landscaped yard, perfect for 
entertaining, but no mowing. $375,000

JU
ST
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ST

ED

JU
ST

 LI
ST

ED

Buy-Sel l - Invest
www.LoreneWarren.com

8870 River Road
Beautiful remodeled Victorian on 2 acres 
with River frontage, fabulous views, and 
a country lifestyle just minutes to 
Downtown.  Home offers 10' ceilings, 
hardwood floors, master suite, kitchen 
family room combination, 2 fireplaces, 
and a sep. office and eatery, new kitchen 
and baths. Courtyard w/fireplace, 4/5 car 
garage, full basement. Too much to 
mention, a must see property. $849,000

DEL
TA

 H
OM

E

repair the old Gem Auto 
Wash sign and mount it 
in the middle of the façade 
above the car wash tunnel. 
It’s currently in storage at 
the business. 

The removal of the neon 
sign is part of a “re-branding 
of the business,” Peter told 
me. He added, “Besides, no-
body uses the term ‘auto’ any-
more.” Gem Auto Wash is 
now Gem Car Wash And De-
tail Center.

On Facebook, I posted a 
photo of the vintage sign be-
ing taken down and nobody 
was happy about it.  Com-
ments included, “Oh no,” 
“Bummer,” and “That’s terri-
ble. Why would they do that? 
At least the old 50s Raley’s 
sign is still there.” 

One person drastically 
stated, “So sad, this destroys 
the character of the city and 
neighborhood.”

Let’s hope Mr. Hollings-
head is a man of his word and 
the classic neon Gem Auto 
Wash sign glowingly reap-
pears on Freeport Boulevard. 

Fairytale Town 
Looking to Expand

Fairytale Town wants 
to expand. Executive Di-
rector Kathy Fleming and 
board member Brian Cril-
ly presented to the Land 
Park Community Associ-
ation Board an impressive 
renovation project idea. Bri-
an, who’s an architect at Li-
onakis, gave the enthusias-
tic presentation to the Land 

Park Community Associa-
tion as well as those in at-
tendance at the monthly 
board meeting. 

The proposal calls for an 
expansion to the east near 
the soccer field and to the 
south, adding approximate-
ly half an acre to the cur-
rent grounds (of 2 and a half 
acres). The current cost esti-
mate for expansion and im-
provements is between $5–
8 million. The funds will all 
come from private donations. 
I spoke with Kathy Flem-
ing as she said, “We’re float-
ing ideas out there and get-
ting input from community 
members. We’ve talked con-
ceptually about it with the 
Land Park soccer and the 
city parks department. This 
is a very long-term project if 
it goes forward and I think 
there will be a lot of conver-
sations with the community, 
and the Land Park commu-
nity in particular.” 

She added, “It’s really em-
bryonic right now.”

Some in attendance at the 
meeting expressed concerns 
about more open park space 
being gobbled up and fenced 
in, diminishing the area avail-
able for free and open use. 
Others pointed out it would 
diminish views and vistas in 
William Land Park. Anoth-
er attendee mentioned how 
the neighborhood resisted 
the expansion of the Sacra-
mento Zoo’s footprint when 
it proposed an expansion. It 
definitely sparked a spirited 
conversation at the meeting. 
The Land Park Communi-
ty Association did not take 
a stance on the proposed ex-

pansion and will address the 
topic at upcoming board 
meetings. 

Fountainhead 
Brewing Almost 
Ready To Brew

Hollywood Park residents 
who enjoy tipping back a pint 
of local craft beer were gid-
dy with excitement when 
they heard a new brewery 
was replacing an old auto re-
pair shop on 24th Street a 
few doors down from Pana-
ma Pottery.  Fountainhead 
Brewing Company was mov-
in’ in! That was last year. Lo-
cal folks recently started ask-
ing me, “What’s the latest on 
Fountainhead?” 

Fear not my lager-loving 
friends. I asked Fountain-
head’s  brewer and owner 
and he told me, “Everything’s 
all set with ABC and Fed 
and we’ll be installing gly-
col next week,” which means 
they’ll be brewing soon. 
And for the brewing nerds, 
glycol, mixed with city wa-
ter, enables them to operate 
their chiller systems in the 
25-27 F temperature range 
that breweries require. 

They still need to have some 
work done to the building, 
but they will have brew avail-
able in house and at a couple 
locations “within the next two 
months or so,” according to 
Moffat. 

So, stay giddy Hollywood 
Park. There will be something 
brewing soon on 24th Street. 

Got an item for Over The 
Fence? Greg@valcomnews.com

Over the Fence:
Continued from page 3
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Photo courtesy of Matías Bombal
A chandelier hangs over the interior portion of the entrance of the Crest Theatre.

92% of residents and families 
would recommend Eskaton

At Eskaton, we listen. We want to know how we’re doing, so we ask. 

According to our 2014 Satisfaction Survey — carried out, calculated 

and validated by a third party — more than nine out of ten residents 

and families would recommend Eskaton. The reasons are many. We 

provide high quality service. Our focus is on wellness of mind, body 

and spirit. And we feature unique Signature Programs like Smart 

Sensor technology for an enhanced level of care, Kids Connection for 

intergenerational experiences, along with powerful life enrichment like 

Thrill of a Lifetime, music and pet therapies.

Experience the Eskaton difference. 

Call 916-265-0045, click or come by today.

 eskaton.org

 eskaton.org

Eskaton Monroe Lodge
Independent Living with Services

3225 Freeport Boulevard | Sacramento, CA 95818

916-265-0045
The premier nonprofit provider of aging services in Northern California since 1968.

 Giving Children & Families
a Better Tomorrow

Find out more at www.kidshome.org

Steffan
Brown

This spacious 2 bdrm home has 1.5 beautifully 
remodeled bathrooms for how we live today. Large 
updated kitchen with granite and new tile backsplash 
and floor with a cozy built in nook. Gorgeous 
refinished hdwd floors in the LR and DR and a newer 
roof and HVAC to keep you comfy. Fun low mainte-
nance back patio with a carport that has a newer 
roof-top deck! 

CalBRE#01882787

(916) 717-7217
SteffanBrown.com

Curtis Park Urban Bungalow! $359,900

New Price!

By lanCe armstronG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Note: This is the third article in a series 
about Land Park resident Laura “Sid” 
Garcia-Heberger.

While sitting inside her Land 
Park home during a recent inter-
view with this publication, Sid 
Garcia-Heberger reminisced a bit 
more about a place that she knows 
quite well: Sacramento’s historic 
Crest Theatre.

As previously mentioned in this 
series, the Crest emerged from a 
literally and figuratively dark peri-
od, which ended in 1986 when the 
venue was reopened by CSLM, Inc. 
That corporation ran the Crest for 
the following 28 years and Sid was 
a part of the theater’s operation for 
every one of those years.

Sid, who purchased stock in 
CSLM in 1988, fondly recalled the 
effect that the corporation’s dedica-
tion had on the theater, its patrons 
and the community.

“You know, it was a dark theater,” 
Sid said. “It had metal gates across 
the entrance. It was in disrepair. It 
hadn’t been opened in some years 
and it was in a very challenged part 
of Sacramento there on the K Street 
Mall. And I believe our work there 
at the Crest brought the theater 
back into the hearts and minds of 
Sacramentans, and secured its fu-
ture as a showplace in Sacramento.”

Sid recalled that the Crest, un-
der CSLM’s operation, brought 
nightlife to an area that had basi-
cally become sort of an entertain-
ment ghost town.

“Really, particularly in the eve-
ning until the IMAX (at 1211 

K St.) opened (on July 8, 1999), 
the Crest was the only thing open 
in the evening on K Street for 
years and years and years,” Sid 
said. “And it really wasn’t until 
the (now defunct) Cosmopolitan 
Cabaret (at 1000 K St. opened in 

2008) and the club (Marilyn’s on 
K, which debuted on the K Street 
Mall in 1998 and closed late last 
year) opened that we really start-
ed to see some critical mass in 

the evening down in that 
area. And that was real-
ly only a few years ago, so 
there were easily 10 years 
where we were the only 
thing open on K Street 
for blocks and blocks and 
blocks in the evening.”

CSLM’s present ab-
sence from the Crest un-
doubtedly warrants the 
question, “Why did the 
longtime management 
discontinue their op-
eration of the Crest?” 
In responding to that 
question, Sid said, “Well, 
we just couldn’t come to 
what we felt was a fair deal 
for the lease terms and as 
much as we hated to go, 
sometimes you have to 
make decisions from the 
head and not the heart.”

And as for the future of 
CSLM, Sid said, “We ex-
ist as a corporation now, 
but the corporation has no 
plans to do any additional 
projects. We are in the pro-
cess of winding that corpo-
ration down.”

With a desire to provide 
readers of this article an un-
derstanding of the Crest’s 

ownership and operation 
history during the past 28 
years, Sid said, “ The build-
ing was owned by the Mc-
Clatchy Family Trust, and 
CSLM, Inc. leased the 
Crest from the McClatchy 
family trust from (Octo-
ber) 1986 until (Febru-
ary) 2011, when it was 
purchased (for about $2.8 
million) by Robert Emer-
ick, (a fifth generation Sac-
ramentan). And then we 
leased the building from 
(Emerick) until such time 
when we couldn’t come to 
an agreement.

“When we exited, Mr. 
Emerick needed somebody 
to operate the theater, so his 
fiancée, Yulya Borrum, took 
over the operation of the 
theater. That was Nov. 1. 
Our company, CSLM, Inc., 
made its final exit on Oct. 
31, 2014.”

Assuredly, the timing of 
CSLM’s departure from 
the Crest can be consid-
ered poor for that corpo-
ration when considering 
that the upcoming open-
ing of  the sports and en-
tertainment arena at the 
old Downtown Plaza site 

Former Crest Theatre manager recalls 
previous management’s success, 
importance during 28-year run

Photo courtesy of Matías Bombal
The historic Crest Theatre is presently under new management.

See Crest, page 7

Crest:
Continued from page 6

See Sid, page 14



� Land Park News  •  January 22, 2015   •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc. �www.valcomnews.com  •  January 22, 2015   •  Land Park NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

legal services

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

casey.s@chancellorhealthcare.com
www.reverecourt.com

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

Lic. #347001338/342

in-home safety assessment
Looking for Companionship!

Lovely 65-yr old widow, from 
South India, attractive, youthful, 

with long black hair, active, 
caring, loving & Christian, 

seeks a decent & caring male 
companion that enjoys the gym, 
traveling, dining out & movies.

Call Daisy at (916) 366-9561.

your ad should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

2072 7th Avenue • $799,900 919 8th Avenue • $999,500

RECENT SALES
1680 Parkridge Rd
1562 Santa Ynez Way
1123 Marian Way
3948 Bartley Dr

3347 11th St
1825 11th Ave
2732 14th St
2684 17th St
1825 Castro Way
3601 College Ave2 Houses on 1 Lot!  Built by Carr Jones Double lot in Land Park!

4200 sq. ft. Main House + Apt over Garage 

1425 Robertson Way • $849,900 
Newly remodeled!
4 bd 2.5 Bath 2,851 sq. ft.

By moniCa starK
editor@valcomnews.com

In a much anticipated season, the 
Land Park Pacific Little League will 
enter the 2015 season as defending 
District 7 Tournament of Champions 
(TOC) for both the Majors and AAA 
divisions. Additionally, the league’s 
2014 Majors Cardinals and AAA 
Bulls won their divisions.

With at least 40 baseball teams this 
year, and up to three softball teams, the 
league’s player agent Terri McFarland said 
all players should be looking forward to 
continuing to improve and expand their 
baseball skills, and making new friends. 
“LPPLL drafts new teams every year. 
Our fields will be beautiful, and of course 
the snack shack will be stocked and ready 
for post-game revelry.”

Opening day is set for Saturday, 
March 14 with the annual parade 
through William Land Park to Dool-
ey Fields starting at 8 a.m. and the first 
games beginning at 10 a.m. The annu-
al gear swap is set for Saturday, Jan. 31 
inside the cafeteria at Sutterville Ele-
mentary from 9 to 11 a.m.

Last year was the 60th anniversary 
season for the LPPLL and board mem-
ber Gina Stassi-Vanacore said that one 
thing that made the season really spe-
cial was the presence of past players, also 
known as “Dooley alum,” showing up at 
the opening day ceremonies and at vari-

ous events throughout the season. “They 
had so many memories to share and are 
a strong reminder that our little league 
really represents generations of youth in 
our community and that the memories 
made last a lifetime,” she said.

From the outside looking in, much is 
the same for this year’s league, however, 
Gina explained that the league not only 
now has a new president, Karen Leon, 
(who also is new to the board), the 
league has many other new board mem-
bers. Gina said she recruited Karen and 
many of the other new board members 
in response to a genuine concern about 
the decrease in volunteerism.

“It’s always eye-opening for new 
board members to see how much goes 
into running a little league. Most of 
our departing board members had 
given countless hours to the league for 
many years and are not easily replaced. 
These individuals include: Kathleen 
Babin, David Enos, Bruce Reddick, 
Joe Scarpa, Sage Sengo, Kelley Taber 
and Alex Takanikos.”

Excited about the gear swap, on Sat-
urday, Jan. 31, event organizer Rory 
Tira said the event encourages trading 
and handing down outgrown gear to 
younger players. Speaking about this 
more generally, she said: “Sports can 
get expensive for families and this is 
one way to keep costs down. It makes 
all the sense in the world to share the 
gear once its life is done in one house-

hold. It also is an easy neighborhood 
event that builds community. Kids 
don’t care if the pants they wear to 
practice are dusty or have a little grass 
stain. They love the game and they get 
excited because they walk out with a 
cap from a favorite team that belonged 
to an older boy. Parents love not open-
ing their wallet.”

Rory said all families registered 
in LPPLL are welcome to “shop the 
swap” for free. Organized like a store, 
the cafeteria at Sutterville will be set 
with “bats together, cleats on one ta-
ble, pants on one table, baseball 
gloves together, etc. (It will be) first 
come, first served, all free. If you are 
new and starting out, we ask that you 
pay it forward and plan on donating 
in future years. It all comes full cir-
cle. We have volunteers at the swap to 
help new families get young kids out-
fitted in the right sizes and with ap-
propriate gear for their ages and divi-
sions. Last year, plenty of new players 
had personal shoppers helping them 
and walked out outfitted head to toe, 
ready for the season.”

Pants, practice jerseys, socks, belts, 
gloves, batting gloves, bats, bat bags, 
catcher’s gear, cleats, as and even base-
ball books or movies children have 
outgrown also will be welcome at the 
swap. “It would be fun to encourage 
young sports readers along the way,” 
Rory added. 

As for the leftovers, a few items may 
head to the trash that are generally un-
safe or unusable, however good condi-
tion gear that is not swapped will be 
donated to neighboring Sacramen-
to leagues in the little league district. 
“When dollars are stretched, family re-
sources are limited, and kids want to 
play, a box of gear donated to a league 
can make a difference,” Rory said.

If you have donations, you can email 
Rory at registrar@lppll.com.

Land Park Pacific Little League gears up 
for 2015 season, next up the gear swap

Faces and Places: 
Ugly Sweater Run in William Land Park 
photos by moniCa starK
editor@valcomnews.com

Thousands of runners and walkers donned their worst apparel in a hol-
iday celebration like no other, flooding the streets on Saturday, Dec. 13. 
The merriest 5-kilometer event held in William Land Park was a fund-
raising event for Save the Children, a children advocacy organization that 
helps children in 120 countries.

Photo by Monica Stark
Outlookers watched the Land Park Pacific Little 
League tryouts at Dooley Fields on Saturday, Jan. 10.
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Nearly 100 local Land Park students from Crock-
er-Riverside and Holy Spirit elementary schools 
will be performing in the Young Actors Stage pro-
ductions of Mulan JR. the last weekend of February 
at the 24th Street Theater in Curtis Park.

It is a special experience for students at both schools to 
be working on the same play at the same time and then 
putting on their shows in same weekend.  Many of these 
students from both schools know each other from var-
ious church and sports activities as well as having been 
cast in the same productions of other musicals.

Two casts from Crocker-Riverside Elementary 
School and one cast from Holy Spirit Parish School 
have been diligently practicing since December for 
the shows.  The musical Mulan JR is based on the 
Story, “Fa Mulan,” by Robert D. San Souci and the 
1998 Disney film “Mulan” about a young girl in an-
cient China who takes up arms to defeat the Huns 
and disguises as a boy in order to spare her father 
from serving in the army again.

The role of Mulan is played by Lindsay Hatch and 
Miya Huffman from Crocker-Riverside Elementa-
ry School and Savvyl Bajar from Holy Spirit Par-
ish School.  The comedic role of Mushu is played by 
Rosie Sunseri and Colette Lonchar from Crocker-
Riverside and Emma May Gordon from Holy Spir-
it.  Joining the cast at Holy Spirit to play Captain 
Shang and Chi Fu are local brothers, Joe and Matt 
Solari.  Joining Matthew Feniger at Crocker-River-
side to play Captain Shang is Pete Sunseri.

Liorah Singerman, the Artistic Director of Young 
Actors Stage, and her experienced staff spend two eve-
nings a week at each school rehearsing for the upcom-

ing shows. In the fall of 2014 Ms. Singerman and her 
group put on Mulan JR with students from Sutterville 
Elementray School and its Main Stage cast. She will be 
doing the same thing in the spring of 2015 at Shalom 
School and Genevieve Didion elementary schools.

Young Actors Stage also puts on Main Stage and 
summer productions every year, which get its per-
formers from all over the Sacramento area and of-
ten includes older children with more musical the-
ater experience.  Recent summer and Main Stage 
shows have included Mulan JR, Music Man JR, 

Wizard of Oz, Beauty and the Beast JR and Little 
Mermaid JR.  Ms. Singerman and her staff are also 
preparing for their upcoming spring performance of 
the Sound of Music in May, also at the 24th Street 
Theatre.  Young Actors Stage has moved into its 
own studio near Sacramento City College and the 
Land Park neighborhood is fortunate to have a wel-
comed addition to the arts community so close by.

The upcoming show times for Mulan JR are Fri-
day, Feb. 27 at 7; Saturday, Feb. 28 at 1, 4, and 7; 
and Sunday, March 1 at 1 and 4.

w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

F o r  o v e r 
4 0  y e a r s

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

2440 4TH AvENUE • $685,000
JOCELyN yAP • 601-9581

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

2601 PORTOLA WAy
This unique property has gone 
through a complete restoration from 
(below) the ground up. Completed in 
2014, this finely renovated home has 
many special features and touches. 
The gourmet chef’s kitchen includes 
top of the line appliances. $875,000 
TAmmy NOvOA • 628-8530

3968 bARTLEy DRIvE
Cal Carmel style, complete w/600sf 
art studio. You can’t help but feel 
pride of ownership when you walk 
in to this lovely home nr Land Park 
& the Zoo. Kitchen incl honed gran-
ite, stainless stl appl & custom hdwd 
cab. $719,000 
mINDy DEFENbAUgH • 834-6202

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ Low inTroduCTorY CosT
★ sTarT anYTime
★ Live CLasses

Call: Ed Daniels • 451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ monThLY Cash FLow
★ TenanT sCreening
★ mainTenanCe

Call: brittany Naucke • 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

2816 4TH AvENUE
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,352 square feet 
of living space and large .16 acre lot. 
The garage is newer with alley access. 
The kitchen is updated and there is an 
inside laundry area. There is a separate 
living room and a dining room/family 
room combination.   $459,000  
LARRy EASTERLINg • 849-9431

3089 FREEPORT bLvD.
3 bdrm home plus extra lot across 
from mcClatchy hs Zoned r-3 multi-
Family, To Be soLd TogeTher aT 
This PriCe. walk to Taylor’s mkt, 
Light-rail, more. Lots of possibilities 
here for investor or developer or 
builder. $374,950
PAm LIgHTFORD-LygREN • 806-1020

6120 WyCLIFFE WAy
Prestigious south Land Park hills. 
Beautiful centrally located home on 
a quiet street. Features swimming 
pool with water fall, plantation shut-
ters, closets galore, walk-in showers, 
built-in speakers. $475,000 
LISA LINARES • 956-4745
SUE HALEy • 752-1372

1217 47TH AvENUE
single story 3bd 2ba 2 car garage on 
the corner of 47th ave and Fordham 
way. Large lot w/possible rv access 
Built in salt water pool some updates 
include kitchen, bathroom and floors! 
Fireplace, laminate wood floor, break-
fast nook, family room. $450,000
JOCELyN yAP • 601-9581

S O L D S O L D

THANK yOU TO ALL
OF OUR SPONSORS,

CONTRIbUTORS AND
PATRONS OF THIS

yEAR’S COOK REALTy 
CHARITy gOLF
TOURNAmENT!

1940 4TH AvENUE • $339,500
TREy bONETTI • 768-9360

7707 Rush Drive, Sacramento CA 95831
LIC 347001338; 347001342Revere courT

Memory Care

Dear Friends of Revere Court Memory Care,

We have come to the end of another fabulous year!  Since the change of names from Primrose to Revere Court and ownership
from Mr. John Wotring to Chancellor Health Care, with CEO Michel Augsburger at the helm, we have some very exciting things

in store for the New Year. It brings us such joy to be involved in the lives of those with memory loss and their families.  We thrive
to make each moment matter and to support the needs of the caregivers.  As we approach the New Year, I wanted to take this

time to share with you some new additions to our Residential & Day Club Program. Beginning in January we will be introducing 
“Music in Memory”, a program that is designed individually for our participants through the use of I-pods. We are also partnering

up with Tiffany Paige who will bring her interactive ARTZ program to our community.  Also, with the addition of our new bus,
we will also get to visit Tiffany at the Crocker Art Museum, along with many other exciting outings! Most importantly, since

partnering with U.C. Davis Mind Institute, we have been given access to the most recent and up to date research on
Alzheimer’s and other forms of memory loss, which has inspired a program that I can hardly wait to share with you and your
loved one! If you have any questions or would like to tour our innovative Memory Care & Day Club, please do not hesitate to

contact me at 916-392-3510.  Thank you for your time, and warmest wishes for a safe and Happy New Year! 
Sincerely,

Casey Simon
Community Relations Director

Revere courT
Memory Care

casey.s@chancellorhealthcare.com
www.reverecourt.com

Starring your children: 

Land Park children star in Young Actors Stage production of Mulan 

Photo by Liorah Singerman
Shown from the left: Miya Huffman, Savvyl Bajar, and Lindsay Hatch.
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To advertise in this section, call:

916-429-9901

Martial Arts Training for the Whole Family

3170 Je�erson Blvd. #120
West Sacramento, CA 95691

916-373-9789
atasouthport.com

2 weeks for $39* (including uniform)

*per customer

— W E ’ R E  Y O U R  N E I G H B O R S —

SACRAMENTOWEST
A BUSINESS FRIENDLY COMMUNIT Y

Pheasant Club Restaurant
Established 1935 • Buon Appetito!

2525 Jefferson Blvd, West Sacramento, CA
www.TheClubPheasant.com • 916-371-9530

Full & Part Time Available
Preschool & Infant/Toddler Care

West Sac Campus: 916-371-3301
Midtown Campus: 916-261-0796

CARING CONNECTION

Elk Grove Campus: 916-686-5029

caringconnectionchildrenscenter.com

NOW
OPEN!

I
G
C
The  Art  o f  Gymnast i c s

NTERNATIONAL 
YMNASTICS
ENTRE ,USA

916-372-4496  •  1260 Triangle Ct.
www.SacramentoGymnasticsCentre.com

Exciting birthday 
party packages!

Fun for children, easy for parents!

Each party includes a fun-filled hour with one of 
our experienced coaches. The coach leads children 
through a variety of activities; rings, bars, 
trampolines, tumble track, climbing rope, an 
enormous foam pit - everything is made available 
for the party! Birthday parties aren’t just for 
children, adults can celebrate too!

• CLASSES • GYMNASTICS CAMPS 
• PARTIES & EVENTS • COMPETITIVE TEAMS

PARENT’S NIGHT OUTFeb. 14 • 5–11 p.m.Enjoy date night and we will take care of the kids!

By GreG Brown
greg@valcomnews.com

It was a cold crisp eve-
ning in Hollywood Park and 
longtime HP resident Wally 
Clark warmed the hearts of 
many parents and children 
with his antique 1921 Gra-
ham Brother red fire truck 
during the holidays.

Welcome to Wally’s 
World. 

Wally’s Christmas fire 
truck ride is good wholesome 
fun for the entire family. It 
spreads a lot of Christmas 
cheer. It also has a special 
small town feel to it, a cool, 
nerdy Christmas thing. Wal-
ly puts the “Ho! Ho! Ho!” in 
Hollywood Park. 

I heard the bell ring 
faintly one night, just like 
when a child hears San-
ta’s sleigh bells. A twinge 
of excitement, it was Wal-
ly’s red fire truck chugging 
down the streets of Hol-

lywood Park. His trusty 
sidekick and neighbor for 
42 years, Bill Dishman, is 
at his side tugging a pulley 
that rings the bell on the 
old red fire truck. Bill is 
also in charge of the horn 
blowing, “Ayyyuggga.” 

The classic horn echoes 
down the streets of the 
neighborhood. Neighbors 
look out their windows to 
catch a glimpse of the shiny 
red truck outside of their 
house. Some give a friend-
ly wave; others dart out 
of their homes and shout, 
“Merry Christmas!” 

Wally’s Christmas fire 
truck is all decked out in 
blinky lights, bundled up 
children, and tradition-
al Christmas tunes from 
Wally’s special collec-
tion. “ I don’t know what I 
have on there,” Wally said. 
What I heard was good 
Christmas stuff  by The 

Beach Boys, Darlene Love, 
and Dean Martin. It’s not 
just Wally’s World. It’s a 
Marshmallow World! 

When I hitched a ride on 
the fire truck, it was full of 
local folks enjoying Wally’s 
slow and steady Christmas 
ride through the neighbor-

hood.  There were a lot of 
festive lights to see and lots 
of candy canes to pass out. 
Kristina Rios, who’s lived 
in Hollywood Park all her 
life, likes to go out with 
her kids. She was sitting 
in the back of the truck 
on the comfy bench seats. 
She said, “It’s fun. It gives 
us something to look for-
ward to.”

Nate Soloff, who’s lived in 
Hollywood Park for eight 
years with his wife and kids, 
said: “It’s the perfect way to 
see all the Christmas lights 
in the neighborhood as well 
as a nice chance to meet 
neighbors.” 

According to Wally and 
Bill, the tradition will con-
tinue, and they both add-
ed, “As long as it runs or as 
long as we run.” Wally and 
Bill have been giving holi-
day rides on the fire truck 
for a couple of years. It all 
started when Wally start-
ed tooling around with 
his grandchildren a couple 
years ago. 

Wally said, “Now we 
have some of the kids 

who grew up with my kids 
back in the neighborhood 
with their kids. There’s all 
these young families and 
the neatest thing about 
it is different families in 
the neighborhood meet-
ing other different families 
who also live in the neigh-
borhood.” He added, “ This 
is a wonderful neighbor-
hood to raise kids.”

Wally’s fire truck was 
mentioned on the Holly-
wood Park Facebook group 
and word leaked out. On 
the second night, neigh-
bors were lining up to get 
a ride on Wally’s holiday 
fire truck. Wally told me 
on night two he had “about 
44 people and three dogs.” 
He made seven rounds 
trips meandering through 
the neighborhood. 

Wally also got rave en-
thusiastic reviews on the 
HP Facebook group.  One 
poster wrote, “Glad I got 
to wave as you drove past! 
Very cool!”  Another neigh-
bor wrote, “Our kids are 

Wally’s Holiday Ride
hunting the fire truck right 
now!”   

One poster added, 
“Bummed we missed this! 
Do they do this every year, 
we are new to the neighbor-
hood... Happening again 
tonight? My son would 
love this!!!”

She got her chance to ride 
on the red holiday fire truck 
the next night. Another sat-
isfied neighbor. 

Most of  the time Wally 
uses the fire truck to pub-
licize the Shriner’s Hos-
pital or his company, As-
sociated Sound. His truck 

was a part of  the big Cal-
ifornia Automobile Mu-
seum Car Cruise & Show 
along Fulton Boulevard. 
I also saw Wally at the 
Downtown Christmas 
Parade driving his big red 
fire truck. He even leads 
the Independence Day 
Parade every year in Hol-
lywood Park with the fire 
truck decked out in the 
red, white and blue.  

Wally and Bill will be 
back next year tooting 
the horn and clanging the 
bell for Christmas. Wally 
added, “ The whole thing 
is fun. It’s just another 
thing of  being a crazy old 
Shriner.”

Photo by Greg Brown
Wally Clark and Bill Dishman head off for a holiday tour of the Hollywood Park neighborhood.

Photo by Greg Brown
Wally Clark is shown in the diver’s seat of his antique red fire truck.

See Wally’s Ride, page 13

Visit us online at:
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Wally’s Ride:
Continued from page 12
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ADDITION SPECIALIST YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HANDYMAN

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CLEANING

  GET READY FOR WINTER!
HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• HAULING/SPRINKLER REPAIR
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HEDGE TRIMMING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 18 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

HOUSE CLEANING

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

HARDWOOD FLOORING

Specializing in installing, sanding, 
and fi nishing hardwood fl ooring 

or repair and refurbish your current fl oors.

Call Michael – (916) 383-8742
Lic # 544159/References Available

Hardwood Flooring

PAINTING YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

is expected to infuse additional 
life into that area.

In commenting about the timing of 
that departure, Sid said, “Yeah, we’ve 
always lamented that our timing was 
off, that we were the early pioneers 
on K Street. But, you know, we can’t 
change what happened and we can’t 
second guess our decision. All we can 
really do is be proud of the work that 
we did and be confident that we did 
some very important work for not 
only the historic building itself, but 
for the culture of Sacramento.”

After being asked to give her 
opinion about the future of the 
Crest, Sid said, “Oh, I don’t think 
it’s for me to say.”

As for her own future, Sid said 
that she is presently seeking new 
employment.

“Well, I’m looking for something 
that will use my skills that I’ve honed 
over the decades at the Crest from 
venue management to ticketing, those 
sorts of things,” Sid said. “I don’t have 
anything on the horizon just yet. I’ve 
got a few (possibilities) that I’ve pur-
sued, but so far, I’m still looking.”

Certainly, Sid and others who were 
involved with CSLM have found 
themselves in a period of their lives 
that has caused them to reminisce a 
bit more about their longtime dedi-
cation to the Crest.

Although Sid and other CSLM 
partners are working on moving on 
to other activities in their lives, Sid 
said that there is a certain pride that 
they will always maintain about their 
time operating the Crest.

“We can take great pride in all 
that we did at the Crest and for the 
Crest and for the culture of Sacra-
mento and that doesn’t change even 
if we’re no longer day to day in the 
building,” Sid said.

Sid:
Continued from page 7 Matías Bombal’s 

Hollywood
Inherent Vice 
The MPAA has rated this R

Warner Bros. brings us director Paul Thom-
as Anderson’s movie version of Thomas Pyn-
chon’s novel “Inherent Vice” and in doing so, 
brings back the world of film noir in rich col-
or advancing the world of private detective 
tales for the screen from the 1940s to 1970.   

Joaquin Phoenix is Larry “Doc” Sportel-
lo, private eye.  Like many noir movies, the 
story starts with a woman from the detec-
tive’s past who shows up unexpectedly and 
shares her plot involving her current billion-
aire boyfriend, his wife and her lover.  Mo-
ments later she disappears and the search for 
her is on, leading us through many convolut-
ed rabbit holes in a visually stylish way that 
will keep your eyes on the screen.  

The cast includes: Benico Del Toro, Re-
ese Witherspoon, Eric Roberts, Josh Bro-
lin, Owen Wilson, Martin Short, and Joan-
na Newsom. 

This movie’s writing and visual style had 
me completely engaged from the first frame 
to the last, remarkable, since I actually de-
test the 1970s having grown up in that era, 
and care little for the seamy side of police 
and detective work.  Replacing the classic 
‘40s noir detective gumshoe’s vice of alco-
hol is marijuana, a subject I do not enjoy in 
the movies.  

Yet, so engaging and detail rich is every 
frame you can’t look away.  The film’s mu-
sic is fantastic on two levels- the choice of 
popular tunes in the background, evocative 
of the period and the truly classic film score 
which tips a noir fedora to film composers 
like Franz Waxman with his beautiful violin 
passages.  Don’t miss it!
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Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

January 
ACC presents “One Man’s Trash is 
Another Man’s Treasure” 
Jan. 22: The presentation covers the men-
tal health diagnosis of Hoarding Disor-
der, including psychological theories about 
the origin of the disorder, current treat-
ment options, the risks faced by those with 
the disorder, the value of community-based 
Hoarding task forces, and practical sugges-
tions for intervention. Free of charge; class 
will be held 11 a.m. to noon at ACC Senior 
Services Center, 7334 Park City Dr. Pre-
registration is required. For detail, call 393-
9026, ext 330, www.accsv.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

“Telling Our Story to End the 

Stigma of Mental Illness”
Jan. 24: From 2 to 4 p.m. at the Guild The-
atre, the event titled “Telling Our Story to 
End the Stigma of Mental Illness” is in-
tended to increase awareness about men-
tal illness and reduce the stigma associat-
ed with mental illness among a diverse array 
of cultures. The event consist of skits, poet-
ry, short plays, and other forms of cultural-
ly and linguistically appropriate expressions 
all presented by locals affected by men-
tal illness. Seating is limited to the first 200 
RSVPs. RSVP to infor@stopstigmasac-
ramento.org with the requested number of 
seats and names of attendees.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Monster Jam at Sleep Train
Jan. 24 and Jan. 25: Sacramento motor 
sports fans are revving up to experience the 
world’s official monster truck series featuring 
the best monster trucks battling it out in the 
ultimate event of intense speed, racing and 
destruction as Monster Jam returns to Sacra-
mento’s Sleep Train Arena. This year’s truck 
line-up is headlined by Monster Jam World 
Finals Champion powerhouse Grave Digger 
plus five Sacramento debut truck appearanc-
es, including Fox Sports 1 Cleatus, Dooms-
day, Obsession, Obsessed and the gruesome 
looking Zombie (first ever truck design se-
lected by MonsterJam.com fans) coming 
“back from the underworld” to wreak hav-
oc in Sacramento.  Other trucks returning to 
electrify crowds at the Sleep Train Arena will 
be Destroyer and Playing for Keeps. There 
will be a pit party both days from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. On Saturday, Jan. 24, there will be 
two shows, one at 2 p.m., the other at 7:30 
p.m. On Sunday, Jan. 25, there will only be 
one show, at 2 p.m. Ticket prices start as 
low as $20 for adults; kids tickets (ages 2-
12) are only $10 each for select seating (lim-
it four kids tickets per adult ticket purchase.) 
Pit Passes are available to purchase for $10 
adults / $5 kids (ages 2-12)
—FREE Pit Passes can be picked up at par-
ticipating Neighborhood California Ford 
Dealers starting Dec. 29  (while supplies 
last). Tickets on sale now at Ticketmaster.
com, all Ticketmaster retail outlets, charge 
by phone at 800-745-3000 or at the Sleep 
Train Arena Box Office. Above ticket prices 
are advance purchase only; all tickets are $2 
more day of show. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

handyman
handyman SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic#
908942. Call Steven at 230-2114.

wIntER CLEan-Up SpECIaLS!!
Rain Gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, pressure 
washing/power spray, hauling, yard work,  painting, 
tree & shrub removal, clean-up, fence repairs, light tree 
trimming, & more. Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247. 18
yrs. exp.Specials for seniors. Licensed

haRdwOOd FLOORInG
haRdwOOd FLOORInG
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring. Or repair and 
refurbish your existing flooring. Call Michael at  (916) 
383-8742. References available/Lic#544159

#1 BOOkkEEPER
32 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

bOOkkEEpInG

#1 tax pREpaRER
32 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including all State 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTEC Registered & Bonded. Please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, 
Nevada (775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

tax pREpaRER

Sell your car
in the classifieds!

Sell your furniture
in the classifieds

call Melissa at 429-9901

pEt pORtRaItS
ORIGInaL pEt pORtRaItS
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of beloved 
pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Reasonable prices. 
Submit photograph–turn around 7-10 days. Email 
melissa@melissaandrews.com or call 447-4441.

adVERtISE  yOUR REntaLS

Call 429-9901

Advertise in California Kids! 
Serving Greater Sacramento, 

For more information, 
call Steve at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community 
Newspapers, Inc. view it at 

www.valcomnews.com

for a box 
ClaSSified ad

Call Melissa
429-9901

Check out the
Home Improvement Guide 

 in the Pocket News.
Call Melissa at 429-9901 

for ad rates.

hELp wantEd
CaRE GIVERS
Male & female, driver’s license, car with insurance, 6 
months experience, TB test, certified in CPR & first aid; 
24/7, hourly, live-in, night positions available. Call (916) 
476-3325 or 709-4239 between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.

tree service

BAXTER TILE
EXPERT INSTALLATION
REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic • Marble • Granite
Floors • Counters • Walls

33 Years Experience • FREE Estimates

916-213-4669
License #668100

tiLe WOrK tree service

gary’s painting
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

Mcclatchy ‘67

“Member BBB”

painting

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL service pLUMBing

pLUMBing

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

pLUMBing

express rOOter
& pLUMBing cO.
drain & sewer service

plumbing repair & replace

916 927-9537
Lic # 998904

your ad should be here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad here

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

remodels

litell Cabinet outlet
• Kitchen Remodels • bathroom Remodels

• Replacement/new Windows •Flooring
• granite/Quartz Fabrication
•general Contractor/no subs
• granite/Quartz Fabrication
Free Consultation!

1020 Del Paso Rd., sacramento, CA 95834

916-285-6022

Young Actors Stage presents

Tickets online or at the door.
$10 Adults; $7 Children

YoungActorsStage.com

2791 24th Street, Sacto

Disney’s MULAN Jr
2/27 at 7 - 2/28 at 1,4, & 7

3/1 at 1 & 4

24th Street Theater

CALL AND 
PLACE 

YOUR EVENT 
TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

Save the Date!!!
SPRING CRAFT FAIRE

Saturday, March 21, 2015
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Mission Oaks Community Center
4701 Gibbons Drive, Carmichael

972-0336

Author Ann Ralph will give you 
the secrets to growing food even 
in the smallest backyards
Jan. 24: Join author Ann Ralph as she dis-
cusses methods from her book “Grow a Lit-
tle Fruit Tree.” She’ll share the secrets to: 
Maintaining a fruit tree in even the small-
est backyard, keeping a tree small while 
growing delicious, full-sized fruit, decid-
ing when to prune and when to harvest and 
controlling pests and diseases. This discus-
sion is part of the Sacramento Public Li-
brary’s “Grow a Little Fruit Tree Author” 
program. The discussion takes place at 2 
p.m. at Belle Cooledge Library, 5600 South 
Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

South Sacramento Rotary’s 33rd 
Annual Crab Feed Fundraiser 
Jan. 24:  South Sacramento Rotary’s 33rd 
Annual Crab Feed Fundraiser at the Scot-
tish Rite Hall located at 6151 H St., Sac-
ramento at 6 p.m.  The event will include a 
raffle and silent auction. A majority of the 
funds raised this year will go to the YMCA 
Health Kids Program that promotes and 
educates healthy eating and physical activi-
ties to at-risk youth. Remaining funds will 
be donated to local charities within Sac-
ramento. The South Sacramento Rotary 
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Foundation is a 501(c)3 non profit organi-
zation. Tickets are $45 each, and can be pur-
chased by contacting Michael DiGrazia at 
396-7244 (michaeldigrazia@sbcglobal.net) 
or on line through the South Sacramento 
Rotary website (southsacrotary.org).
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Writing with the Great 19th Cen-
tury American Poets (featuring 
Edgar Allen Poe)
Jan. 28: In this module-based class, partic-
ipants will hear a brief lecture about Love, 
Obsession & Death: Edgar Allan Poe. They 
will read works by Poe together in class and 

write their own poems. Critiques are offered 
by the instructor and fellow classmates in a 
friendly and supportive workshop style en-
vironment. This is the first of six sessions. 
Each session is its own entity, so that a par-
ticipant may choose to attend one class or 
all six (or any number in between) and nev-
er feel lost. Writers at any level are welcome. 
The classes are free and held in the love-
ly Reagan room of the Clunie Community 
Center at 601 Alhambra Blvd. All sessions 
are taught by editor and published poet 
Frank Dixon Graham and sponsored by the 
McKinley Library. Class will be held from 
7 to 8:30 p.m. Contact Frank at Frank.Gra-
ham@Goddard.edu for more information.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

One-on-One Technology Help
Feb. 5: Starting at 2 p.m., get some help navigat-
ing email, the internet, various applications, tab-
lets or eReader at Belle Cooledge Library, 5600 
South Land Park Dr. Registration is required.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Homework Zone 
Feb. 5: Starting at 3:30 p.m., free drop-in 
homework help is available for students in 
grades 1-8 with trained teen volunteers at 
Belle Cooledge Library, 5600 South Land 
Park Dr. Help is available in all subject areas, 
including support to develop reading skills. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

River City Bee
Feb. 6: Starting at 10 a.m., join the Belle 
Cooledge Library, 5600 South Land Park Dr., 
for an open sewing time for quilters, sewers, 
and embroiderers. Get together with fellow 
needlework enthusiasts to sew, work on any 
project you choose, meet some new people, 
and share ideas. Bring your own equipment 

and supplies and work on your own projects. 
We provide irons and ironing boards and ex-
tension cords. This program is offered in col-
laboration with the River City Quilters Guild. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Show Way Freedom Quilts with 
ArtBeast (School Age (6-12))
Feb. 6: Show Way tells the story of Soon-
ie, a young enslaved girl who uses quilts to 
show the way to freedom.  After a reading of 
this powerful story, children will use swatches 
of scrapbook paper to make their own paper 
quilts using the symbols that point to freedom.  
This is a Black History Month event. Registra-
tion is required. Program starts at 4 p.m. at the 
Colonial Heights Library 4799 Stockton Blvd.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mosaics at Belle Cooledge
Feb. 6: Learn mosaics basics with Art Beast 
during our February Art for All! Join us for 
another crafty Art for All and learn about 
composition, color choice and more in this fun 

introduction to mosaics!  You’ll have their pick 
of various materials (eg: pebbles, buttons or 
construction paper cut into various shapes) in 
order to make your very own mosaic artwork!  
Three different skill levels will be offered, de-
pending on your age and/or art experience. 
Class starts at 3:30 p.m. at Belle Cooledge Li-
brary, 5600 South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sing N’ Serve Crab Feed to ben-
efit Sierra 2 Center
Feb. 6: “Sacramento’s first ever Sing ‘N 
Serve Crab Feed” will be held at Sierra 1 
Center, located at 2791 24th St. From 6 to 
8 p.m., enjoy a mixed green salad, pasta with 
marinara sauce, garlic bread, fresh Dunge-
ness crab and one beverage. Additional beer, 
wine and soft drinks are available for pur-
chase. This even is designed to create a new 
and exciting way to experience a crab feed, 
all while raising funds that support the arts 
in our community. Tickets are $50 for an in-
dividual, or for a table, the price is $450.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

SES Robotics E-Waste and Cloth-
ing Recycle Event
Feb. 7: The School of Engineering and Sci-
ences which is located in the heart of the 
Pocket-Greenhaven area will be hosting 
an E-Waste and Clothing Recycle event 
on Saturday, Feb. 7 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Our address is 7345 Gloria Dr. There will 
be a convenient drop off area located in the 
school parking lot. The students and par-
ents will also have their snack shack goodies 
for sale.  All proceeds will help support the 
SES Robotics Program, Sports and Grad-
uating Class of 2015. For more informa-
tion, visit SESRobotics.org or email Info@
SESRobotics.org for what can and cannot 
be donated.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

SAC Prep crab feed fundraiser at 
the Elks
Feb. 7: SAC Prep’s (Sol Aureus College) 
2nd Annual Ragin’ Cajun Crab Feed at the 
Elks Lodge, 6446 Riverside Blvd.will be 
held on Mardi Gras weekend. Tickets are 
$40 or $50 at the door. It’s all you can eat. 
Adult beverages will be available for pur-
chase, and there will be raffle prizes. Tick-
ets can be purchased at SAC Prep (the old 
Bear Flag school 6620 Gloria Dr.), or online 
(http://mkt.com/sacprep/ticket).
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Friends of Sacramento Public 
Library Warehouse Sale
Feb. 7:  Sheet music will be added to the 
more than 100,000 “gently used” books, vid-
eos, and audio books offered for prices from 
50 cents to $2 at the Friends of the Sacra-
mento Public Library sale.  The warehouse is 
at the rear of the Friends’ Book Den at Suite 
E, 8250 Belvedere Ave., just south of 14th 
Avenue between Power Inn Road and Flo-
rin-Perkins Road.  Plenty of parking is avail-
able, but be careful not to park between the 
“No Parking” signs on the south side of Bel-
vedere. Sale hours will be from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. There will also be a preview for Friends 
members only on Friday, Feb. 6 from 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. (You can join at the door for $15). 
Income from the sale helps pay for programs, 
equipment, and materials local libraries need 
but can’t afford. With most items priced in-
dividually from $3 up, the Book Den will be 
open throughout the sale as well as weekly 
on Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Fri-
days and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information, call 731-8493 or go to 
bookden@saclibfriends.org 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––                                                

SF Squared Book Club at McKin-
ley Library 
Feb. 7: Join the library for a discussion of 
this month’s science fiction novel, starting at 
1 p.m. 601 Alhambra Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  
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18+, 25+, 35+, 45+ & 52+
Age Groups

Various Levels of Play
All Star Games • Playoffs
Championships • Awards

Many new and existing teams in the Sacramento area.

For info call (916) 672-8055 or visit 
www.sacnaba.org

TRY OUTS: Sunday, February 8th at C-Bar-C, 
Citrus Heights.  February 15th Rain Date 

9am (42+, 52+)  1pm (open, 25+, 35+)

62nd Season
Sacramento Community Concert Association

Part I: The Camellia City Flute Choir

Part II: Hot Club Faux Gitane 

Single Ticket $12
Mention the

Land Park News!

Westminster
Presbyterian Church
1300 N Street (FREE PARKING)

TICKETS: 916-400-4634
www.sccaconcerts.org

Described as “orchestral and haunting” because of its 
unique instrumentation which includes the rare 

contrabass, bass, & alto flutes.

An acoustic Gypsy Jazz style swing band playing 
traditional Gypsy tunes, jazz standards, & original 

compositions.  Features rhythm and lead guitars, acoustic 
bass, mandolin, and bassoon, plus clarinet, melodica, & 

saxophone.

Sunday, February 8th, 3 p.m.

By KAREN DEVANEY

Editor’s Note: This is the first part in 
a two-part series about newly elected 
school board member, Jessie Ryan.

There are people in the world 
born pre-ordained with destinies 
like Cesar Chavez, Margaret Sanger, 
and Harriet Tubman.  They are peo-
ple fated for a particular post in life 
achieving extraordinary feats out 
of ordinary or oppressive circum-
stances; those silent heroes that rise 
from the rubble of injustice dar-
ing to make a difference.  In today’s 
blizzard of I-ism, these types might 
seem fictional or non-existent in 
modern culture.  

Thankfully, there are still people 
who are willing to tread the tenuous 
trails of democracy.  Recently elected 
Sacramento City Unified School Dis-
trict board member, Jessie Ryan is one 
such champion rendered from an im-
poverished past that now fuels her fire 
to make a difference.

Being of Caucasian decent, Ryan’s 
blue-eyes and blonde hair (all natu-
ral) masks her commonality with the 
marginalized communities of Sac-
ramento. Raised by a single mother, 
Ryan and her step brother endured 
a hollowed out existence. The fam-
ily clawed through the chaos of so-
cial services, living on food stamps 
and waiting in lines for government 
cheese.  Ryan recalls the frequent 
moves, in order “to keep a roof over 
our heads.”  Despite the nomadic ex-
istence, which honed an adept ability 
to read the climate of a community, 
Ryan’s mother, the most definitive in-
fluence in her life, instilled a convic-
tion that “your income level does not 
determine your destiny.”  

Armed with this shield of confi-
dence, Ryan believed from a young 
girl, that she, like Scruffy the Tug-
boat, was meant for better things. Her 
mother reiterated time and time again, 
that Ryan would the first in the fam-
ily to graduate from college, pulver-
izing a vicious cycle of poverty.  Fre-
quent visits to the library fed Ryan’s 
imagination.  Being incurably curi-
ous, she read ferociously as literature 
served as a reprieve from a grim reality 
while glimpsing a plethora of possibil-
ity.  Ryan recalls outings to the Cap-
itol Building where her mother told 
her that she would not only graduate 
college but would be a force for equal-
ity; a mantra that Ryan tucked deep in 
her psychic.

Despite the poverty, Ryan grew 
rich in character, listening to tradi-
tional fairy tales that ended with a 
feminist twist.  “My mother would 
say, ‘and then Cinderella went to 
college and graduate school.’ I only 

learned the real story after I learned 
to read.  The message was clear-- I 
didn’t need a man to validate me, I 
only needed an education.”  

Ryan recalls a remarkable event 
that she relishes to this day.  Her 
mother bundled the family up an-
nouncing with great enthusiasm 
that they were to going to listen 
to a woman who would change the 
face of history; Geraldine Ferraro, 
the first female candidate nominat-
ed for Vice President.  “I was only 
4 years old at the time.  My mother 
said that if a woman could run for 
Vice President of the United States 
that I could do anything I wanted 
in the world.”  

The accomplishments, Ryan’s moth-
er spoke of, were prefaced with a pur-
pose; to strike a dent in the inequities 
of society.

Ryan’s deep alliance with commu-
nities living on the fringe, African 
Americans and Latino people, is a di-
rect result of her experiences growing 
up.  When her mother campaigned 
for Jesse Jackson, the family won a lot-
tery (a marketing tool to raise mon-
ey) and young Jessie was bestowed a 
puffy pink coat that she proudly wore 
for over a year.  

While young women of the day 
donned their bedrooms with post-
ers of rock stars, Ryan plastered 
her walls with images and quotes 

from Martin Luther King, and Ce-
sar Chavez.   She attributes her alle-
giance to change to her mother that 
insisted her family was made up of 
artists and free thinkers. But Ry-
an’s proclivity to make audible the 
silenced voices of the under-repre-
sented came from her keen aware-
ness and personal experience of the 
hardships low-income people suffer. 

When Ryan was about to enter 
high school her mother relocated yet 
again to a small space that allowed 
her daughter to go to El Camino, 
one of the better schools in Sac-
ramento.  After bouncing through 
eight different school districts, Ry-
an’s mother was determined to have 
Jessie graduate prepared for college. 
But her freshman year proved to be 
an enormous hurdle.  At that time, 
if you were a “free-lunch student” 
everyone knew it.  There were no 
discretionary practices in place and 
amid the already awkwardness of 
teen years, being labeled a poor kid 
was devastating.   Ryan coped by 
skipping lunch that entire year, of-
ten spending the hour curled up in 
a stall in order to avoid embarrass-
ing questions.

Being savvy at assessing “the lay of 
the land” Ryan sought out a place to 
fit in and gravitated to the theater.  It 
was El Camino’s theater department 
that embedded a sense of belonging 

and like fertile ground, encouraged 
her to blossom.  Growing up in fi-
nancial dearth meant that outside ac-
tivities were out of the question.  But 
the theater arts program was free.  
Showing up early and leaving late to 
the theater became Ryan’s trademark 
and a precursor to her staunch dedi-
cation to activist work.  The encour-
aging words of her mother mantled 
with her own deep convictions, Ryan 
was ready to rise above the limita-
tions of low income living and em-
bark in a future where there would be 
no looking back. 

Jessie Ryan: Born to be an activist

Photos courtesy
Shown here is newly elected school board member Jessie Ryan with husband Arsenio Mataka and children Tristan Mateo and Brooklynn Rose.

Shown here is Jessie Ryan being sworn into office 
standing with her two children.
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for current home listings, please visit:

DunniganRealtoRs.com

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

CUTE AS A BUTTON LAND PARK
Sunny home in great location! Two eating areas, hardwood 
floors and newer roof. 2 bedrooms plus playroom or office plus 
a converted garage which could be used for guest quarters or 
a home office. It has a huge bathroom, kitchenette, cathedral 
ceilings, tankless water heater and more! $472,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

HOLLYWOOD PARK CUTIE
Move-in-ready 2 bedroom home within easy walking distance 
of James Mangan Park! Updated kitchen and nook, updated 
bath; central heat and air. Nice sized backyard with small patio, 
oversized 1-car garage with extra storage closet.  Convenient 
and comfortable, don’t wait! $175,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

HANDSOME LAND PARK
Spanish style home in the heart of Old Land Park. 3 bedrooms 
2 baths, spacious rooms, great floor plan, full basement and 
a backyard made for entertaining... One of a kind detailing 
and style. Paradise is personal but I think you might just find 
it here. $799,500 

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

A BYGONE ERA
Beautifully renovated from head to toe - The Didion House - 
Rich wood, fine detailing and spacious rooms. Historical in in 
both style, heritage and culture. 4 bedrooms 2 full baths and 
2 half baths with new kitchen, three floors, including media 
room, and a full basement. $1,395,000

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

SOUTH LAND PARK HILLS
Wonderfully spacious ranch style home in desirable South 
Land Park. Double doors open to a beautiful entry and inviting 
family room with plantation shutters and view of backyard. 3 
or 4 bedrooms 2½ baths, kitchen pantry living room w/ wood 
burning fireplace insert. $449,000

BETH SHERMAN 800-4343

CUTE CURTIS PARK CRAFTSMAN
2 or 3 bedrooms 1½ baths, high boxed-beamed living room ceiling 
open to the dining room (shared gas log see-through fireplace) with 
French doors opening to private deck and enchanting yard with 
winding paths, cute guest cottage and storage shed. $385,000

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495
JERRY KIRRENE 455-1001

SOUTH LAND PARK TERRACE
Mid-century ranch in the hills of South Land Park Terrace. Living 
area opens to beautiful backyard and pool. 3 bedroom, 1½ bath 
family home; bright and light and oh so charming.  Perfect for 
entertaining. Convenient location. New roof! $449,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

POCKET AREA MOVE-IN READY
Enjoy this well maintained home! Highly sought after single story 4 bed-
room 3 bath home with roomy master suite. The family room adjoins the 
kitchen and is perfect for the chef to chat while making dinner! Located 
on a quiet street just steps from the Sacramento River. $425,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

CURTIS PARK BUNGALOW
Cute 4 bedroom and 2 bath home within easy walking distance of Bret 
Harte Elementary School and close to Gunthers Ice Cream and Pangaea 
Cafe. Well maintained, comfortable and convenient with central heat and 
air conditioning and a super deep backyard lot. $272,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395
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