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Over the Fence columnist Greg Brown discusses the store’s slow decline (see page 2) and
VCN's historian Lance Armstrong researched the building’s storied past (see page 4)
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Riverside Wesleyan Church

6449 Riverside Blvd. *« 391-9845
Sunday School: 9:15am ¢ Sunday Worship: 10:30am ¢« AWANA (Children’s Ministry)
* Youth - Jr. High - Sr. High - College - Young Adults * www.rwcsac.org

Holy Spirit Catholic Church

3159 Land Park Dr. * 443-5442
A Spirited and Welcoming Community
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Liturgy of the Word at 9:30 * 11am Mass. Holy Spirit Catholic School ~ 448-5663
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GoLD & SILVER

State of the Art Jewelry Repair and Metal Diagnostics
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LIC# 34041416

Jewelry
Rare Coins

UNWANTED BROKEN
GOLD OR SILVER?

Sh oo W«m cz22222n Turn It Into Cash!

We Buy and Sell Gold, Silver, Jewelry, Coins
Call for Today’s Rates on Scrap Gold 916.457.2767

Hours: Mon-Fri: 11-6pm, Sat: 11-5pm, Sun: Closed

Watch Batteries 5100 Freeport Blvd
$5 00+Ta>< (corner of Arica Way & Freeport Blvd.)

s parvorh 916.457.2767

(Some Restrictions Apply) Expires 03/31/15 PN
Ring Up-Size

$35.00

Most Rings. Up to 2 Sizes
(Some Restrictions Apply) Expires 03/31/15 PN

Ring Down-Size
$15.00

Most Rings
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Over the Fence

@ with Greg Brown

By GREG BROWN
greg@valcomnews com

Camellia Waldorf plans
move to CP Huntington
campus
Camellia Waldorf School, a
private Waldorf elementary on
Freeport Boulevard, is current-
ly looking to move on over to
the closed down CP Hunting-
ton public school campus in the
Brentwood neighborhood.
Camellia Waldorf has been
at the current site on Free-
port Boulevard for 25 years.
They started out by renting
one room from the storefront
and that was their kindergar-
ten. They have grown over the
years to include a toddler pro-
gram through eighth grade.
According to school ad-
ministrator Ardyth Sokol-
r, “It was never intended to

- CARING
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be a long term site, but it has
worked nicely. At this point,
it’s just not large enough.”

They are very interested in
moving to the former CP Hun-
tington campus and are work-
ing with the Sacramento City
Unified School District to get
it finalized. “(Its) just a matter
of process,” Sokolor said.

They are very interested in
increasing their enrollment,
but the space they are current-
ly in is just not big enough.

The classrooms are small and
they need more space for things
like a woodworking studio, art
space, and a strings room for an
instrumental music program.

“We do more space sharing
than we really would like,” So-
kolar said.

“Our teachers want larg-
er classrooms because one

CARING CONNECTION

The 30's style home captures the place in time in which it was
built while displaying a tasteful amount of modern day appeal.
Complete with approximately 2250 sq. ft. of living space, a

of the things that is unique
about a Waldorf education
is the children arent just
sitting at their desks do-
ing worksheets. They inte-
grate a lot of movement and
games and outdoor space
and it would be wonderful
to have more room.”

The grounds at the current
site are all about the outdoors
and nature. The children help
to take care of the animals and
they also have chores. The de-
velopment of a strong will and
work ethic is very important
to a Waldorf education.

They use different types of
play structures which means
they’ll have to transform
the CP Huntington school
grounds from a mainstream

See Over the Fence, page 3

oL oo Full & Part Time Available
j Preschool & Infant/Toddler Care

Midtown Campus: 916-261-0796
West Sac Campus: 916-371-3301

ot Elk Grove Campus: 916-686-5029

wonderful outdoor living space, a basement and steps from
Sierra School Park. Come enjoy the old world charm in a new
Curtis Park and experience all of what this lifestyle has to offer

3131 C St.Sacramento, 95816
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as it won't last at this price.

916-205-5995

www.McMahonPhillips.com | Myles@McMahonPhillips.com
3020 Freeport Blvd

CalBRE# 01394956
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Over the Fence:

Continued from page 2

public school to a Waldorf
private school.
That's where the permits
and red tape come into play.
Camellia Waldorf has made
efforts to inform parents of
their proposed site relocation.
They've had quite a few par-
ent education offerings to let
the parents know why they
are interested in moving and
why they think CP Hunning-
ton works well for them.
They havealso reached outto
the Brentwood Neighborhood
by canvassing the neighbor-
hood and have had members
of the Brentwood Neighbor-
hood Association tour the
campus and learn what a Wal-
dorf education is all about.
“We also like the idea of being
in a neighborhood instead of a
shopping center. Community is
an important part of who we are
and what our parents are look-
ing for and what we instill in our
children. It's very attractive to us
to be in more of a community
setting like that,” Sokolor said.
What will happen to the
building and area Camellia
Waldorf will be vacating?
Over The Fence has learned
there have been some prelimi-

nary discussions to house a Safe
Ground facility on the 4.6-acre
Camellia Waldorf campus when
the school relocates to the CP
Huntington site. Stay tuned.

VIC’S IGA GOES BELLY
UP

Vics IGA, the supermar-
ket with the zig zag roofline
that anchors the South Hills
Shopping Center, has filed
Chapter 7 bankruptcy and
closed its doors.

Vics Market, which was
originally a Jumbo Market
designed by architect Sooky
Lee back in 1968, has seen
better days.

When I went by the tat-
tered old market, the parking
lot was empty, the trash cans
were overfilled with garbage,
and the two trees in the big
blue pots were dead.

The big red and worn Vic’s
sign had some damage that
was being held together with
duct tape. The “Under New
Management” banner was still
up, too. It was a sad scene.

Potential shoppers were
trickling by asking, “Is
Vic’s closed?”

Folks stopping by told me
things like,"I knew something
was up when the shelves were
nearly empty.”
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Another patron said, ‘the store
used to be fully stocked. You
go in there now, and you dont
know what you're gonna get.”

Meat shouldn't be green and
lettuce shouldn’t be brown.

Sometimes that is what
customers would get. A lot of
the items were past the “best
if sold by” date.

Vics ICK.

Vendors were stopping by
the shuttered market, too.
Donald Miller, who boasted
he had 51 years in the grocery
business, said,“I saw it coming.
Bottom line. They didn't know
how to run a grocery store.”

Miller, who works for Acos-
ta Sales and Marketing add-
ed, “If the right person comes
along, they could make a go of
this store.”

Shoppers were trickling
into the vast parking lot and
peeking in the door that had
the “Hometown Pride” stick-
er on it when they found out
about the store closure.

One patron asked,
closed for good?”

Another person added,“I'm
not surprised.’

Vics  customers thought
something was up and would
ask the owner, whos first
name is Kumar, “What's go-
ing on?” Kumar would tell

“Is it

people they were “remodeling
and waiting for new equip-
ment to come in.”

Bob Montenegro was peek-
ing in the store window when
he said, “I've been coming
here for years, all the old em-
ployees are gone.” He added,
“the last couple of months I
stopped coming here because
they had no bread or milk’.

The closing of the Vic’s also
effects the two businesses that
were sub leasing space from
the owner; Beijing Wok and
Good Eats Southern BBQ.
An employee at the Beijing
Wok was busy packing up
bags of rice, peas and carrots
and didn't want to talk about
the store closing, They were in
a hurry moving their products
out before the creditors came.

Eric McFadden, the owner
of Good Eats Southern Bar-
B-B-Q said, “On Monday,
the doors were locked and
foamed; I couldn’t get into my
own business.”

Eric said, “T knew something
was going on.” The owner had
told him and everybody else
they were planning a remodel of
the store and that was the rea-
son for the half-empty shelves.

While I spoke to Eric, his
business partner Dawn Sirstad
was running out to rent a U-

Haul truck. They were in a hur-
ry to move out all their restau-
rant equipment before the doors
were locked and foamed again.

McFadden was annoyed at
the situation but was already
making calls to move Good
Eats BBQ to a nearby location.

Good Eats BBQ, which
gets rave reviews on Yelp for
their old fashioned comfort
food, may move into the emp-
ty Brick Oven Pizza building
located on the right side of
the shopping center.

His goal is to open very soon
and have “The Big Mama Grill,”
BBQ-ing ribs outside the joint.
He is currently in negotiations
with the property management
company which also manages
Vic’s and the entire right side of
the shopping center.

Good Eats would give some
life to that side of the shopping
center which recently lost Erawan
'Thai Restaurant. Erawan moved
over to Freeport Boulevard.

Vic's Market closing leaves
a big hole in the historic
South Hills shopping cen-
ter. Hopefully, a higher qual-
ity market can move in while
keeping the original architec-
ture of the building intact.

Got a local neighborhood news sto-
1y? Email Greg@valcomnews.com

Sue Olson & Teresa Olson

916-601-8834

CalBRE# 00784986

Call for a Complimentary Market Evaluation of Your
Property Or for Assistance in Purchasing a Home.

landparkhomes.com

916-494-1452

CalBRE# 01880615

SO. LAND PARK TERRACE

PENDING

GRANGERS DAIRY

Great curb appeal and location on this 3 bed, 2.5 bath home. This property features an ~ This stately 4 bed, 3 bath home features living room w/ fireplace and spiral
entry, formal living room with fireplace, formal dining area with doors to patio. Updated =~ Staircase to library loft. Formal dining room, updated kitchen w/ stainless
kitchen w/stainless appliances and eating area with hutch. Large family room with book appliances & eating area. Family room w/ fireplace, bonus patio room w/

shelves, storage and french doors to covered patio. Lovely back yard with builtin pool,
1294 Noonan Drive $549,900

additonal brick patio areas and waterfall.

NEAR PARK TERRACE
Two story custom built home features 4 bed, 2 & 1/2 baths, living & dining
rooms, kitchen w/ marble and caesarstone counter tops, island and eating
area. Huge pantry off laundry room with lots of storage. Family room w/

fireplace, bonus sunroom w/ many windows and french door to backyard,

huge master suite w/ sitting / nursery area.

5512 Danjac Circle $685,000

vaulted ceiling and wall of windows. Built-in pool, covered patio, outdoor
cooking area, and large side yard.

PENDING

CUTE COTTAGE
Three bedrooms, two baths, living room with fireplace, formal dining room,
updated kitchen w/ granite counter tops, new doors, refinished hardwood floors,
enclosed patio and cute backyard.

4920 Flora Vista Lane $439,000
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Vic's IGA Market closes
after 18-year run

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Vic's IGA Market in the South Hills
Shopping Center in South Land Park
has permanently closed.

The 40,000-square-foot market,
which operated at 5820 South Land
Park Dr., had opened its doors to the
public in 1996. And those doors were
closed for the final time on Sunday,
March 1 in preparation of the busi-
ness’s Chapter 7 bankruptcy filing.

Bob Lystrup
(916)628-5357
BLystrup@gmail.com

CalBRE#00991041

CoOLDAUCGLL
BANKER O

EESIENTRAL BROKERM,E

Paloma Begin
(916) 628-8561
palomabegin@gmail.com

CalBRE#H 01254423

During an interview with this pub-
lication on Sunday, March 8, bank-
ruptcy attorney Pete Macaluso said
that Vic’s would be filing for bank-
ruptcy during the following day. |

And in addressing the topic of the
closure of the store, which is owned
by A.L. Groups, Inc.,, Macaluso, a
longtime local resident who grad-
uated from John F. Kennedy High
School in 1976, said, “They can't

Shown here is the front of the Vic's market. Still hanging on the front of the store was an “Under
New Management” sign. The sign has been up for over a year and just this week the store filed for

Chapter 7 bankruptcy. Neighbors are asking, what next? Some have started petitions to bring Trader
See Vic’s, page 5 Joe’s to fill the spot.

Beautifully Remodeled

s A

3 bed, 3 full bath home with a fantastic
connection to the outdoors. Chef's
kitchen with rich wood cabinetry,
granite counters. Master suite with
multiple closets, master bath with walk
in shower, dual sinks, vanity, & private
commode. Enormous covered patio
with built-in planters & ceiling fans
overlooks the lush, park-like yard.

4819 South Land Park Dr. $659,900

Beautiful Grangers Dairy

Beautiful and dramatic home in highly
sought after Grangers Dairy! There are
4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, a formal
living room, formal dining area, family
room, breakfast nook, and a wonderful
pool to enjoy the Sacramento
summers! This fabulous home is
located near shops, the river, and
Genevieve Didion School.

6338 Grangers Dairy Drive $499,900

-

PENDING

Very affordable 2 bed, 1 bath condo.
Perfect for 1st time buyers to get their
foot in the door to home ownership!
The entry to the unit is a lovely patio
with beautiful plantings. Inside, there is
a living room (w/patio access), dining
area, cute galley kitchen. In the
summer, enjoy the condo complex
pool!

911 Roundtree Court $120,000

CERTIFIED PEDIATRIC SPEGIALISTS
IN A SUPER FUN OFFIGE!

CALL TODAY!

WE AGCEPT MOST DENTAL BENEFITS

LAND PARK
ADJACENT TO TARGET
2615 RIVERSIDE BLUD.

SACRAMENTO, CA 95818

916-473-1999

ELK GROVE
LAGUNA CREEK TOWN CENTER
5010 LAGUNA BLVD. STE 101

YOUR LOCAL LAND PARK KIDS DENTIST. ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS NOW!

ELK GROVE, CA 85758

916-

318-9441
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Vic's:
Continued from page 4
go back (to operating the
store). Look at the compe-
tition and the environment,
Smart and Final (at 7205
Freeport Blvd.) was the last
straw. (That store) opened
a couple months ago with-
in four miles (of Vic’s). You
have the two Bel Airs and
Nugget (Market, which)
have historically been play-
ers in the game. You have
down on South Land Park
Drive, (by) the zoo, there’s
that kind of upscale mar-
ket, (Sprouts). Then you

ave Grocery Outlet (at
6419 Riverside Blvd.). So,
this guy just cannot com-
pete given the lease he has.
This complex went through
a series of (Americans with
Disabilities Act) lawsuits
four or five years ago, which
caused a couple other of
the people in the area to go
bankrupt, as in Brick Oven
Pizza. And coming out of
that (situation), the leases
haven't been made any bet-
ter for the tenants. And be-
cause of that (point), he just
cannot keep losing money
every month.

“Unfortunately given the
economic competition and
environment, and given the
bad lease that he has, there’s
no opportunity to renegoti-
ate and reorganize. He's just
got to take his losses and go
on and do a new job. He'’s
going to go on and find an
employee job somewhere.

“It's unfortunate. He
didn’t want to do the bank-
ruptcy. Sometimes you just
can't help. But given his
age, at this point in time,
people have to look at how
old they are. Are they go-
ing to make their retire-
ment or are they going to
spend 10 more years pay-
ing off their bills and have
no retirement? Sometimes
bankruptcy is the only
smart economic decision.”

Macaluso also mentioned
that prior to the closure of
the South Land Park Vics,
the store’s employees were
paid in full and all taxes
were paid.

And he added, “(Good
Eats), the barbecue place in-
side the store, (is) moving
around the corner, (and Bei-
jing Wok), the Chinese res-
taurant (which also operat-
ed inside the store), has two
other locations.”

Vics was only the second
business to operate at this
South Land Park location.

The other business was
also a grocery store — Jum-
bo Market.

Jumbo Markets

That South Land Park build-
ing opened in 1968 as the new
location of store No. 4 of the
Jumbo Market chain, which
eventually included 11 stores
from Jackson to Dixon. The
first Jumbo Market was opened
at 2355 Florin Road in 1961.

And heading the market at
that time was Ben Mar, pres-
ident; and Harry T. Wong,
vice president.

Ben was not new to the
grocery business, as he be-
came the manager of State
Fair Market at 3222 Stock-
ton Blvd., near the old State
Fair grounds, in 1951.

A 1954 advertisement for
that market includes a photo-
graph of Ben and the words:
“Ben is just a little guy who
runs a big market and does
a very good job of it. Shop in
the State Fair Market and see
for yourself.”

After a decade of man-
aging State Fair Market,
Ben witnessed the opening
of the first Jumbo Market,
which had its large busi-
ness sign placed at the Flo-
rin Road site in September
1961. The sign, which cost
about $1,600, was created

hopefully will be opening up soon.

by the Ad-Art Sign Co. of
Sacramento.

A second Jumbo Mar-
ket opened at 7870 Florin
Road in about 1964, and
Jumbo Market Store No.
3 at 2711 El Camino Ave.
made its debut about two
years later.

Also involved in the ear-
ly operations of Jumbo Mar-
ket was Joe Mar, manager;
Raymond Mar, clerk; and
Thomas Mar, buyer.

The featured South Land
Park Drive building was
built to house Jumbo Mar-
ket No. 4 in 1968.

JOB OPENING!

ADVERTISING SALES

Email résumé to:
kathleen@valcomnews.com

Mail or drop off:
Valley Community Newspapers
Attn: Kathleen
2709 Riverside Boulevard
Sacramento, CA 95818

NO CALLS PLEASE

m’ VALLEY COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

Photo by Monica Stark / editor@valcomnews.com
Good Eats, a popular southern food restaurant which was located inside of Vic's, is reportedly moving around the corner and

The project’s architect was
Sooky Lee and the contrac-
tor was John F. Otto, Inc.

A building inspector’s
card, dated May 14, 1968,
recognizes the construction
cost of the two-story grocery
store building as $419,000.

The building passed its
final inspection on Dec. 3,
1968.

In 1989, five of the last
seven Jumbo Markets were
sold, and with the 1996
sale of the business’s South
Land Park Drive store,
there were no more Jumbo
Markets in operation.

r—-_----
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As for the original Jum-
bo Market location at 2355
Florin Road, it was replaced
by The Food Depot on Nov.
28, 1994, The store site is
presently home to Mi Ran-
cho supermarket.

Vic's IGA Markets

The final Jumbo Market
store on South Land Park
Drive was purchased by
Vic and LaReece DeStefani
and operated as a Vic's IGA
Market. The couple already

See IGA Market, page 6
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IGA Market:

Continued from page 5

owned a Vics IGA Market
at 1330 Fulton Ave.

IGA, which stands for In-
dependent Grocers Alliance, is
self described as an organiza-
tion “founded in 1926, bring-
ing together independent gro-
cers across the United States to
ensure that the trusted, fami-
ly-owned local grocery store
remained strong in the face of
growing chain competition.” In
addition to its American pres-
ence, IGA is also represented in
more than 30 countries, com-
monwealths and territories.

The first Vic's IGA Market
opened at Florin and Pow-
er Inn roads in 1983, and the
Fulton Avenue store opened
at the former site of an Al-
pha Beta store two years later.
The latter named Vic’s store
remained open until 2007,
when it was purchased by
Jagtar Kandola, owner of the
Zinfandel Grille restaurant,
at 2384 Fair Oaks Blvd.

MARY ANN'S

Another Vic’s store made its
debut at 9249 Folsom Blvd.
in 1986.

At their height, Vics IGA
Markets were located at seven
sites from south Sacramento
to Folsom.

Vic, whose parents were im-
migrants from Italy, sold his
last grocery store in the Village
Shopping Center at 9580 Oak
Ave. Parkway, Suite 4 in Fol-
som in 2010, but continued to
work at that store for another
year, at which time he finally
retired at the age of 82.

That departure from the
Folsom store concluded
Vic’s 64 years of working in
the grocery business.

Vic, who was raised on a
farm near Stockton, began
working in the produce side
of a grocery establishment
in Manteca following World
War II, and he worked his
way to the vice president role
of grocery stores in Fairfield
and Stockton.

Associated with the Vic's on
South Land Park Drive was

MARY ANN CARBONE

916.832.3010

DO TECH & PET TECH CERTIRED
LICENSED & INSURED

* DOC WALKING - DAY VISITS - PET SERVICES
PAMPERED PETS WL s Laaiadaaidan

the Vic's Market Bakery, and
well known at the bakery was
baker Charlie Wongs coffee
toffee crunch cake, which was
topped with coffee-flavored
whipped cream.

The DeStefani era of Vic’s
IGA Market on South Land
Park Drive ended in October
2007, when the store was sold
to Jay Saini, who was making
his first venture in the grocery
vending world.

With the 2007 sale of that
store, Vic then-owned only
one store — the aforementioned
Vics IGA Market in Folsom.
That location of Vics was re-
placed by Boom Supermar-
ket, which operated at that site
from April to December 2014.

The closure of the South
Land Park Vic’s store, which
began operating under new
ownership in 2013, will obvi-
ously leave a void in the South
Hills Shopping Center.

Macaluso said that there
is presently no plan for what
business would fill the vacancy
at the old supermarket site.

Got

News?

E-mail us, editor@valcomnews.com

spared inside.

Wendi Reinl

REALOR™

(AL BRE# 01314052

2198 Fairfield Street 5285,000

Beautiful home in covebed Woodlake with 2 bedrooms and 2 remodeled
saths, living room with fireplace, a gourmet Kitchan with néw cabingts,
counters, floors and apphances and a banus room/family room
Thit praperty has Bedn lounghy remodeled with fresh stusta,
paint inside and out and landscaping and no eXpenses

(916) 206-E709
Wendi@WendiRewLcom
wrw. WandizinLom
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In follow up to the recent
thread about the management
of Vics IGA Market, neigh-
bor Rick Williams shared
on NextDoor Greenhaven a
letter he wrote to the South
Land Park Neighborhood
Association and Councilman
Jay Schenirer 2 and a half
years ago about the vagran-
cy at the South Hills Shop-
ping Center. Rick writes: “To
those of you who have voiced
their concerns about the ban-
ners, smoke paraphernalia
and overall poor management
at Vics, please feel free to use
my letter as a template. Here
is the text as follows:

“South Land Park Neigh-
borhood Association”

P.O. Box 22903
Sacramento,
95822

California

“Dear SLPNA:

“I would like to call the at-
tention of the South Land
Park Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (SLPNA) to the in-
creasing problem of vagran-
cy, loitering and panhandling
at the South Hills Shopping
Center. I appreciate the SLP-
NAs efforts in advocating for
facade improvements and the
rehabilitation of the former
Old Neptune's Table restau-
rant in the southern portion
of the shopping center.

“I happen to live around
the corner from the South
Hills center and I have been
a frequent patron of the post
office, restaurants and other
neighborhood-oriented busi-
nesses located there, Howev-
er, I have noticed an increas-
ing number of vagrants and
panhandlers during my vis-
its. Vagrants congregate in
the courtyard adjacent to
Vics as well as directly be-
hind the store. One fellow in
particular has been quite an-
noying and is known to loi-

Open letter to councilmember
Schenirer about South Hills

tet, badger and panhandle in
front of Vics IGA and Mike's
Liquor Store regularly.

“Here are some measures
that I would propose and rec-
ommend that the SLPNA
pursue as a course of action:
“+Relocate the recycling cen-

ter to the light industrial

area across from the Sac-
ramento Executive Airport
along Freeport Boulevard;
+Persuade the shopping
center owners and man-
agement to hire a private
security service to patrol
during business hours;
+Clean up the area behind

Vic's IGA Market to dis-

courage vagrants; and
+Advocate aesthetic and fa-

cade improvements to

Vics IGA Market and the

other parts of the center to

be consistent with those
already implemented.

“This shopping center has
served the South Land Park
neighborhood for 50 years.
The property owners, man-
agement and businesses
should not take the neighbor-
hood and patrons for grant-
ed by allowing blight and va-
grancy to fester. I believe that
relocating the recycling cen-
ter and hiring a security guard
would be a good start. I per-
sonally have nothing against
recycling centers or people re-
deeming recyclables for cash;
however, I do not think the
South Hills Shopping Center
is an appropriate location for
such activity.

“Therefore, I urge the
SLPNA Board to bring
these issues to the atten-
tion of the owners and man-
agement to be remedied.
Should you have any other
questions about this matter,
please do not hesitate to call
or email. Thank you for your
assistance and advocacy.

Sincerely,”

Fre-Arrangements
Available

fﬂ Nauman & Son
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More details revealed surrounding the mystery of the decapitated animals

By MONICA STARK

editor@valcomnews.com

Tucked behind the soc-
cer fields at Reichmuth Park
belies a woodland area with
an entry that is easy to miss,
but if found, welcomes wan-
derers to a pristine and ex-
tensive nature area where
some people in the past have
hung swings from trees and
have arranged fallen logs
into rows of benches. Dur-
ing a typical winter, the area
floods, hence all the bushes
and trees.

It’s a hidden, local treasure
that has most recently been
exploited as ground zero for
five out of the 11 locations
where authorities have re-
ported finding decapitated
animals. Front Street Ani-
mal Shelter Director Gina
Knepp, a Hollywood Park
resident, has been on the
case since the first animals
were found, beginning last
year with a 120-pound cow’s
head at Reichmuth and an-
other one last December at
Garcia Bend Park.

In The Sacramento Bee
and during television news
interviews, Knepp has men-
tioned that the mutilations
have resembled religious
practices. In speaking with
this publication, she said
the best example of this was
along the Sacramento Riv-
er around the 5800 block of
Riverside Boulevard where
there were several beheaded
chickens, five $1 bills splat-
tered in blood, and a paper
plate with strange oils on it.
(There was) an offering of
food, like a cornmeal cake.
Google ‘Santeria. It is reli-
gion. (The mutilations) have
the appearance of some type
of religion, possibly from
Afro-Caribbean  practices
like Santeria, or Macumba,
which has a similar practice
in Brazil. You will see that
activity in the Haitian com-
munity and Sacramento is
one of the most diverse cit-
ies (in the country).”

Taking heed on that lead
to “Google ‘Santeria,” a 2009
British Broadcast Company
cultural report on Santeria,
can be found online which
discusses the Afro-Caribbe-
an religion and animal sac-
rifices as one of its primary
practices. “Animal sacrifice is
central to Santeria. The ani-

mal is sacrificed as food, rath-
er than for any obscure mys-
tical purpose. Followers of an
Orisha (a manifestation of a
god or gods) will offer them
food and sacrifice animals to
them in order to build and
maintain a personal relation-
ship with the spirit. The pro-
cess not only brings the wor-
shipper closer to their Orisha,
but makes them more aware
of the presence of the Orisha
within them.

“This is a mutual process;
the food is essential for the
Orishas, who will die without
being fed, and in return the
Orishas are able to help the
worshippers. Orishas are also
nourished by other forms of
worship and praise. Sacrifices
are performed for life events
such as birth, marriage, and
death. They are also used for
healing. Without sacrifice the
religion would die out, as sac-
rifice is essential for initiation
into the faith community and
the ordination’ of priests.

“The animals are killed by
cutting the carotid arteries
with a single knife stroke in
a similar way to other reli-
gious methods of slaughter.

“Animals are cooked and
eaten following all Santeria
rituals (except healing and
death rites, where the sick-
ness is believed to pass into
the dead animal). Eating the
sacrificed animal is consid-
ered a sharing with the Ori-
sha, who only consumes the
animal’s blood, while the
worshippers eat the meat.

“Sacrificial animals in-
clude chickens (the most
common), pigeons, doves,

ucks, guinea pigs, goats,
sheep, and turtles.

“The USA Supreme Court

has stated that it is constitu-
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Timeline of animal remain findings

Jan. 8: Decapitated goat — Reichmuth Park
Jan. 28: Several bags of decapitated chickens — Reichmuth Park
Feb. 1: Decapitated tortoise — Reichmuth Park

Feb. 17: Decapitated lamb —

Reichmuth Park

Feb. 21: Several bags of decapitated chickens — Reichmuth Park

Feb. 25: Two adult and four offspring decapitated goats — Sulley and Claire Ave/North
Sacramento (may not be related)

Feb. 27: Decapitated baby goats — 19th and V streets
March 2: Decapitated chickens, bloody money, cornmeal cake — bike trail 5804 River-

side Blvd.

March 2: Decapitated chickens — 1925 U St./midtown
March 3: Decapitated rabbit, chickens, tea lights
March 4: Decapitated chickens-19th and W streets (near the YMCA)

(Courtesy of Gina Knepp, City of Sacramento Animal Care Services Director)

tional for Santeria worship-
pers to kill animals for such
a ritual sacrifice.”

In the interview with this
publication, Knepp reiterat-
ed that constitutional right,
stating: “Animal sacrifice is
not illegal,” but, she added,
“a protracted act of suffering
during a sacrifice is illegal”

To determine the level of
suffering, however, inten-
sive necropsies would be re-
quired, but she hopes the
perpetrator will be found.
“We need someone to turn
somebody in.” Complicat-
ing the findings is when an-
imals, like the rabbit which
was found at 20th and X
streets, have been dead for
awhile, Knepp said.

As with the mutilations
cases in Sacramento, offi-
cials aren’t certain if the an-
imals were beheaded before
or after they were killed.
The cuts appear to have been
made with a saw and do not
appear to be precise and,
the fact some bodies of an-
imals are found without the
heads leads one to question

the application of religious
practice here, as the BBC re-
port and other sources indi-
cate eating the animals and
leaving the blood for their
supreme being is the tradi-
tional approach.

The question still remains,
why were remains left in
bags in public view?

On Feb. 27 at 19th and V
streets, two baby goats were
found. “They were young
enough to fit in a Raley’s
brown paper bag. They were
both decapitated and the
heads were left behind. It’s
clear that none of the kill-
ings are occurring at the lo-
cations where we find the
animals,” Knepp said.

Every once in a while,
Knepp said discarded farm
animals are found, but to
her knowledge, officials
have not seen this practice
to this extent ever in Sacra-
mento. “I've been checking
with staff (who have been
here longer) and they have
never seen quite so many. In
my travels, in working this
case, I've learned about a

high amount in Florida. In
Miami, they have to pick up
sacrifices every day. I'm so
glad we are not there.”
Anyone with information
about the cases is asked to
call the City of Sacramen-
to Animal Care Services at

808-8333.
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Missing Yorozu sign leaves a
hole in the history of the old
Riverside Boulevard gift shop

By MONICA STARK
editor@valcomnews.com

On the heels of the transition from
Oriental gift shop to kids dental office,
last July the Land Park News report-
ed about the disappearance of the 1968
Yorozu cabinet sign and questioned its
whereabouts. More than six months
later the beloved Yorozu is but a Land
Park memory, as no sign of its existance
remains at 2615 Riverside Blvd. With
a large scale underwater mural painted
over the Target side of the building and
the more historic “blade sign” in guard-
ianship at the Center for Sacramento
History's McClellan storage facility, the
question still remains: What happened
to the 1968 Yorozu business sign?

“It disappeared and no ones got-
ten back to me regarding where that
one went. Originally it was going to
come down with the older blade sign,’
South Land Park resident and Sacra-
mento Mid Century Modern president
Gretchen Steinberg said in an interview
with this publication on Jan. 26.

The Yorozu closed after the death of
longtime owner Eugene Hirohisa Oka-
da who died in his sleep after battling
prostate cancer on Sept. 21, 2012, The
Yorozu store was the place in town to
buy Japanese gifts, be it magazines, dish-
ware, or origami. The store remained
open until all items had been sold and
proceeds gone to his estate: Okada’s old-
er sister, Agnes.

Discussing her suspicions regard-
ing the location of the 1968 Yoro-
zu sign, Gretchen said: “I think it hap-
pened while the building was worked
on, whether it was during deconstruc-
tion. We were going to try to find a good
home for it, so we were sad it was miss-
ing. Also a woman contacted me and
said her father made the red, wood-
en arch that was in front of the Yoro-
zu. She said her father had designed it
and so (building owner Mike Yuras)
let her have that. He didn't just throw
things away. He was thoughtful about
where things were going to go. It would
have been nice to have the historic blade
sign still in the back, but it didn't go with
his tenants redesign. So, the signs had
to come down. The outcome — he was
thoughtful. He was generous in donat-
ing the Yorozu blade sign to the Center
for Sacramento History. He's been ex-
ceptional with us, considerate. He was
thoughtful with his management of the
historic pieces on that building.

“(Mike Yuras) had a lot of people ap-
proach him actually about the sign--
people who deal with old signs, people
who deal with old signs for a living. They
wanted to purchase it. And he opted to
donate it to the Center for Sacramento
History. So I consider that a good thing,
The fact that he chose not to sell it was
respectful and a good outcome.”

A representation of the history of
the business, the blade sign is perhaps a

Photo by Momca Stark

During the demolition of the old Yorozu Oriental Gifts shop on Riverside Boulevard, preservation efforts
were underway to protect the two business signs. The newer 1968 “cabinet sign” went missing, while
the older “blade sign” is currently stored at a storage facility at McClellan Air Force base under the care

of the Center for Sacramento History.

symbol of the hardship Okada himself
faced because of the internment and the
forced relocation.

In the Feb. 5 edition of the Pocket
News, historian Lance Armstrong wrote
that the Japanese community, also known
as Japantown, was lost twice in its histo-
ry, with the first time being to the World
War II internment, and the second time
to redevelopment. Lance writes: “Al-
though Japantown was eliminated for
the final time through the redevelopment
project that led to the establishment of
Capitol Mall, a new Japanese section was
established in the vicinity of 10th Street,
between T and W streets.

Okada, whose gift shop was previous-
lylocated in Japantown on Fourth Street
between M and N streets, however, re-
located the Yorozu to Riverside Boule-
vard in 1968 at which time re-erected
the blade sign as well as put up the new-
er cabinet sign.

The Yorozu, a site of interest at the
2013 Mid Century Modern home
and business tour, Gretchen said was
vacant at that time.

“When (Okada) came back (from
the internment camp), (the govern-
ment) said, you gotta move. Japantown

See Yorozu, page 9
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Yorozu:

Continued from page 8

is no more. So, he moved down here, and the
(blade) sign is almost a symbol of what he went
through. It was in very good shape considering
(the move).”

Like many of the city’s legacy signs, as previ-
ously mentioned in this article, the Yorozu blade
sign is tucked away in a Sacramento County
Historical Society storage facility, located at the
McClellan Air Force base.

Though tucked away safely, the signs are not in
view to the public, but Gretchen said there is hope
that one day there can be a venue for the pub-
lic viewing of old legacy signs.“There are a lot of
models in other cities (including) Tucson, and Las
Vegas. (Las Vegas) actually put them on poles and
has them publicly displayed on certain thorough-
fares. Of course, Las Vegas has a neon museum.
That’s kind of a graveyard approach, and thats
better than not being able to be seen at all”

The ideal situation from a preservation stand-
point, Gretchen explains, is for the signs to re-
main on the structure even as businesses change.
Describing the levels of protection of preserva-
tion, Gretchen said, “When we see a sign that's
in place, we see it as an asset to the building to
which it is attached, but the reality is sometimes
the signs have to come down and you have to
go through the stages of loss of what's most ac-
ceptable for that signs particular parameters
and realities. So sometimes its a win to get it
moth-balled. Its better than it being destroyed.
Sometimes these signs go places and I know
where they are, but I can't say where. I'm tracking
some signs. Some that are considered lost may
resurface. Some signs are considered gone forev-
et, but someone protected them.”

Gretchen's dedication to protect legacy
signsof Sacramento begs the one-word ques-
tion, why? Unfortunately the reason is not all
peaches and cream.

“When they started coming down, people
started documenting them, rather than just tak-
ing them for granted,” she answered.

She’s been documenting some of Sacramentos
signs since 1999, and more recently she's been in-
spired by friends on FlicK, recognizing the work
of national and local photographers and by writ-

Join Us AH da

Irish Lamb Stew,

ers like Land Park News' Greg Brown who re-
cently wrote about the Gem Auto Wash sign on
Freeport Boulevard.

With a core of people documenting the signs,
Gretchen decided to make a group called “Signs
of Sacramento’, a repository of existing and no
longer existing signs. And, I cast a wide net.
Thats the first start: developing appreciation.”

In the Land Park area Gretchen said, in re-
gards to the classic neon Trails Restaurant sign,
which reads, “Trails Charcoal Broiler Lunch
Dinner,” she spoke with the new owners of the
building which will soon open up as Shoki’s Ra-
men House.”We are happy that their intentions
are to keep the legacy sign and reintegrate into
the design. There are Japanese dishes that are
charcoal broiled. It’s creative and I think he likes
the western theme too. I think they are fond of
the sign and they plan on keepmg it

“There’s another sign that’s in a pickle. Quick
Lunch. Its on Broadway. Its subtle. It hasn'
been illuminated in a very long time. Theres
a new business there. They have been ordered
by the city to remove that sign. (As a) medical
marijuana dispensary, they are not allowed to
have illuminated signs, nevermind that the sign
hasn't been illuminated in years and doesn't say
the name of the business. It’s just a legacy sign
that happens to be sitting there. The irony is if
what seems to be the trend is that the Broad-
way corridor is becoming a whole slew of lega-
cy neon signs, and new ones are coming up. So
the first one you see, the western most sign, is
Quick Lunch. It would be a shame to lose that
one because if Broadway does become a cele-
brated corridor, that one would be the very first
one that you would see when you come over
from West Sacramento.”

Of course, Tower Theatre's neon sign is histor-
ically protected sign as it is attached to a historic
building,"And everything on that building is pro-
tected, all the signs on that building. The neon,
the dancing kids, and Joe Marty’s, but protection
is rare and we are hoping to get more protections
on the local level by getting them deemed histor-
ic. Its tricky because theres no precedent in get-
ting signs deemed historic.”

Hopefully with efforts by preservationists like
Gretchen, there will be more protection on these
historic legacy signs.
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At Eskaton, we listen. We want to know how we're doing, so we ask.
According to our 2014 Satisfaction Survey — carried out, calculated
and validated by a third party — more than nine out of ten residents
and families would recommend Eskaton. The reasons are many. We
provide high quality service. Our focus is on wellness of mind, body
and spirit. And we feature unigue Signature Programs like Smart
Sensor technology for an enhanced level of care, Kids Connection for
intergenerational experiences, along with powerful life enrichment like
Thrill of a Lifetime, music and pet therapies.

Experience the Eskaton difference.
Call 916-265-0045, click or come by today.

ESKATON.

Transforming the Aging Experience

Eskaton Monroe Lodge
Independent Living with Services

3225 Freeport Boulevard | Sacramento, CA 95818
916-265-0045

The premier nonprofit provider of aging services in Northern California since 1968.
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Christian Brothers High celebrates

new theater with big musical
“How to Succeed in Business” to be third production!

Christian Brothers High School has hired Michael D. Jackson as
the new Artistic Director for the schools theatre program occupying
the new George Cunningham 40 Performing Arts Centet, which in-
cludes the state-of-the-art, Thea Stidum Theatre. Jackson will direct
the musical comedy “How to Succeed in Business Without Really
Trying’ for the annual spring production opening April 17.

Based on Shepherd Mead’s 1952 satirical “How To’ manual,
Frank Loesser (music and lyrics), Abe Borrows, Jack Weinstock and
Willie Gilbert (book) had the brilliant idea to create a musical about
a guy who actually uses the book to get ahead in the business world.
“How to Succeed” opened on Broadway in 1961 to rave reviews and
audiences kept the show open for 1417 performances. The show
was honored with the Tony Award for Best Musical and the Pulit-
zer Prize. The show has been revived twice on Broadway: In 1995
with Matthew Broderick and in 2011 with Daniel Radcliffe.

Jackson graduated from CSUS with a Masters in Theatre
Arts, worked extensively with the California Musical Theatre
and has just recently relocated back to Sacramento after 14 years
in New York City where he worked as director, playwright, the-
atre critic and licensing agent for Music Theatre International.

The George Cunningham ‘40 Performing Arts Center is an ex-
citing new edition to the CBHS campus—including a comfortable,
state of the art theater with adjacent band and choir classrooms.
The building opened last April with the inaugural production of
“The Drowsy Chaperone.” To showcase the abundant student tal-
ent and the capacities of the theater, Jackson directed Elmer Rice’s
“Street Scene” this past November, which featured a cast of 30 and
a fully realized New York brownstone apartment building on stage.
Now CBHS will open up the orchestra pit for the first time to pres-
ent the classic“How to Succeed” with a live orchestra and all the fun
of the Frank Loesser score, which includes the familiar songs, T Be-
lieve in You’,"Company Way” and “Brotherhood of Man.”

The production runs April 17, 18, 24, 25 at 7 PM and mat-
inees on April 19 and 26 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults
and $5 for students and can be purchased at the door or online
at: www.cbhs-sacramento.org. CBHS is located at 4315 Mar-
tin Luther King Jr Blvd.

Low Maintenance Lifestyle!

This 1/2plex affords the best of both worlds. Great floorplan,
spacious, newer in a great established neighborhood,
awesome finished like travertine, granite & upgraded
cabinetry. Nice sized backyard, 2 car garage, one bed/office
downstairs with 1/2 bath & 3 bed upstairs. Upstairs laundry
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The Historic City Cemetery is bursting with color
right now, as flowers are now in bloom. The public is
invited to visit the Hamilton Square Garden at the
Historic City Cemetery for an early spring “What's
Blooming Tour” with docent, Sharon Patrician on
Saturday, March 21 at 10 a.m. You will see many
plant species which thrive in the Sacramento Valley
with limited water. They may give you some ideas for
your own home landscape. The Historic City Cem- [ £
etery is located at 1000 Broadway. Call 448-0811 or [ 4
264-7839 for more information. Parking is located [
across the street from the 10th Street entrance. The :
tour is free; however, donations are appreciated and |
benefit cemetery preservation.
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Lilly's Hair Design celebrates 25 years on Freeport Boulevard

By MONICA STARK
editor@valcomnews.com

Congratulations to the hardwork-
ing mother of three, Pocket resident
Lilly, whose Freeport Boulevard
Lilly's Hair Design is celebrating 25
years. On Sunday, March 29, Lil-
ly will have an open house from
noon to 4 p.m., which includes $7
haircuts and a discount of $10 for
a perm or color treatment. Lilly has
also been operating a second full
service salon in the Pocket area in
the Grocery Outlet shopping cen-
ter for 23 years. With 10 employees
between the two locations, Lilly’s
Hair Salon stays rather busy. Lilly, a
native of Vietnam, made Sacramen-
to her home and met her husband
while having dinner at nearby New

Lai Wah. The first three years of

operating Lilly's Hair Design, Lilly
worked seven days a week.“No vaca-
tion. Nowhere to go,” she said. And
as her children grew up, they grew
up at the salon. "I feed them, every-
thing in the room.” Their mother’s
hardworking traits trickled down to
her children, as success runs in her
family. Her daughter goes to UC
Davis and is currently studying an-
imal science; her older son has his
own business and her youngest son
is a student now at John F. Kenne-
dy High School. Congratulations
again! Lilly’s Hair Design is located
at 5151 Freeport Blvd. and in the
Pocket at 6405 Riverside Blvd. To
make an appointment at the Free-
port Boulevard location, call 731-
4327. To make an appointment at

the Riverside Boulevard location,
call 393-2712,

« APARTMENTS
« LAND

« SHOPPING CENTERS
« RESTAURANTS

« OFFICE BUILDINGS - BUSINESSES

*** FINANCING AVAILABLE ***

“Nobody Sells More Real Estate Than RE/MAX"”
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Sacramento, CA 95811
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Chuck Starks 1 (916) 206-2485 | chuck.starks@norcalgold.com
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Summer School & Summer Fun/

Enriching Summer Activities for Students
Third Grade Through High School

High School Courses ®* High School Review Courses
Arts Camps (Grades 5 - 9) ®# Choral Camps (Grades 5 - 9)
Middle School Advantage (Grades 7 - 8)
Science Adventure Camps (Grades 3 - 7) ® Sports Camps (Grades 4 - 9)
Theatre Camp (Grades 5-9) ®# TV News & Production Camp (Grades 7 - 8)

For more information, visit us online at
www.cbhs-sacramento.org
4315 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95820

2600 3RD AVENUE ¢ $669, ooo
TREY BONETTI * 768-9360

w

For over
40 years

ww.cookrealty.net

_ . | .
3681 EAST CURTIS DRIVE ¢ $679,900
LARRY EASTERLING ¢ 849-9431

| 3968 BARTLEY DRIVE

Cal Carmel style, complete w/600sf

o art studio. You can't help but feel

pride of ownership when you walk
in to this lovely home nr Land Park
& the Zoo. Kitchen incl honed gran-

Y ite, stainless stl appl & custom hdwd
cab. $719,000

MINDY DEFENBAUGH e 834-6202

#H 7304 STANWOOD WAY

Open layout. Three bd 2 ba close to
shopping and transportation. Fruit trees
and Japanese maple. Second driveway

~ a4 years. Clear pest, new carpeting and

o| fresh paint throughout. Make thishome
your own. $319,000-$329,000
ATCHAN VAN PELT » 813-5919

1217 47TH AVENUE
Single story 3bd 2ba 2 car garage on
the comer of 47th Ave and Fordham

# Way. Large lot w/possible RV access

Built in salt water pool Some updates
include kitchen, bathroom and floors!
Fireplace, laminate wood floor, break-
fast nook, family room. $450,000
JOCELYN YAP ¢ 601-9581

This unique property has gone
through a complete restoration from

v d (below) the ground up. Completed in
i i 2014, this finely renovated home has

many special features and touches.
The gourmet chef's kitchen includes
top of the line appliances. $875,000
TAMMY NOVOA « 628-8530

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL

* LOW INTRODUCTORY COST
* START ANYTIME
* LIVE CLASSES

Call: Ed Daniels « 451-6702

ADDITIONAL LISTINGS

2816 4TH AVENUE

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

* MONTHLY CASH FLOW
* TENANT SCREENING
* MAINTENANCE

Call: Brittany Naucke ¢ 457-4907

3bedrooms, 2 batlx
of living space an

The garage isnewer with alley access.
The kitchen is updated and there is an
inside laundry area. There is a separate
living room and a dining room/family
room combination. $459,000
LARRY EASTERLING ¢ 849-9431

4305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

3089 FREEPORT BLVD.

3 bdrm home pluﬁm
from McClatchy H

Family, TO BE SOLD TOGETHER AT
THIS PRICE. Walk to Taylor's Mkt,
Light-Rail, more. Lots of possibilities
here for investor or developer or
builder. $374,950

PAM LIGHTFORD-LYGREN e 806-1020

www.cookrealty.

1940 4TH AVENUE

Sweet Land Park gem
your final touches. Ne

out. Hardwood floors refinished. New
flooring in kitchen and service porch.
Large two car garage, with nice sized
yard. Close to Taylor's and Freeport,
but not too close. $339,500

TREY BONETTI ¢ 768-9360
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Free at last: The Humor Times begins again, with free distribution

The popular monthly celebrates
its 24th anniversary by return-
ing to its roots.

Sacramento, California,

March 6, 2015

The Humor Times (former-
ly the Comic Press News), a
monthly political satire mag-
azine, will soon be distribut-
ed free in the Sacramento area
again — for the first time since
December 2007.

The Humor Times, based in
Sacramento, went to a paid-
circulation format at the start

ARCLA

I-l'.F'|

of 2008, mainly because of fi-
nancial issues brought about
by the big recession. Depen-
dent solely on local adver-
tisers — who were hurting at
the time and slashing their ad
budgets — the magazine could
no longer remain free.

The publication was able to
survive only by converting to
a subscription-based model.
However, during this period it
was able to add thousands of
subscribers all over the country.

Now, with the economy
showing sustained improve-
ment once again, the Humor

Times has decided it is time to
revive the free edition, while
celebrating its 24th anniver-
sary in April.

“We're very excited about it,’
says Editor James Israel. “Peo-
ple have been very happy to see
the publication at festivals and
events where we've had tables
over the years, even express-
ing surprise that were still
around. Well, we haven't gone
anywhere — and now you'll be
able to find it free all over town
again — just like the old days!”

Initially, free distribution
will be mainly in downtown/

GREAT LOCATION

T 4518 47th - $425,000
This business has been in continual operation
since 1947. The current owner has owned and
operated the daycare for 25 years. Easy freeway
access and major street visibility. The sale
~ | includes the property, 2 buildings and business if
buyer wishes to continue operation.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

8827 Gerber Rd - $450,000

This care facility has been owned and
operated by the seller as a daycare facility.
Current tenant has an adult learning center.
The two buildings are well maintained, great
frontage exposure to Gerber, easy access,
plenty of parking and plenty of land, nearly
an acre, to roam for all those kids/and/or
adults!

2100 28t Street - (916) 452-7535 - www.GarciaRealEstate.com - Hablamos Esparol

Lic# 347005239

GREEN HAVEW living and memory care programs utilize
ESTATES

Azeisted Living & Memaory Care

7548 Greenhaven Drive
Sacramento, CA 95831

Enriching the Lives

of Others

Residents enjoy an active, engaging
lifestyle that promotes wellness and
independence.

Whether short-term, following an illness
'F or injury, or permanent, our assisted

professional nursing staff to help
determine your specific needs. Around
the clock caregiver staff are here to
provide services when you need or want
them - allowing you to devote your
energies to a life well lived!

greenhavenassistedliving.com ¢ (916) 427-8887

midtown Sacramento and the
surrounding areas, and will
be available in coffechous-
es, bookstores, convenience
stores, restaurants and many
other locations. (A complete
list will be available on the
humortimes.com website.)

The publication will still be
available worldwide by sub-
scription, in print or digital
formats.

About the Humor

Times:
Appropriately enough for

a publication bent on tick-
ling readers’ funny bones, the
Humor Times’ original launch
date — as the Comic Press
News — was on April Fools
Day, 1991.

The goal was to “provide
comic relief for people weary of
scandals and politics-as-usual
in the Sacramento area,” as Ed-
itor James Israel put it. Accord-
ing to its website (humortimes.
com), the publications put-
pose is “to help balance out the
gloom and doom with hard-
hitting political humor and hi-
larious editorial cartoons.”

For people consuming the
regular news through the
standard outlets — newspa-
pers, magazines, and their
websites, or by watching talk-
ing heads hash over ginned-up

issues on the tube — the maga-

zine is a refreshing change: an
irreverent, take—no—prisoners,
no-holds-barred review of the
news and politics.

Yes, the Humor Times is one
“news” paper you can' take too
seriously. Lampooning Dem-
ocrats and Republicans alike,
as well as news pundits and
celebrities, it takes aim at the
“elite,” bringing them down to
size. “The powerful become
nothing more than victims of
the incisive wit of editorial car-
toonists and satirical colum-
nists,” says Israel, “and in this
way it is an equalizer — and a
much-needed one at that.”

Besides the editorial car-
toons, the publication fea-
tures humor columns by the
likes of veteran political come-
dian Will Durst, Jim Hight-
ower and others, a “fake news”
section ala The Onion, and —
lest the magazine risk leav-
ing readers feeling too jaded —
many non-political cartoons,
to help lighten up the mood.

The Humor Times topical
political humor may be hard-
hitting, but it is clean, and
suitable for all ages — at least,
those old enough to be inter-
ested in what's happening on
the world stage.

And according to Israel,
that's a very large audience
— and growing daily. “Politi-
cal satire is huge right now,’

he says.

Quality Service. Affordable Prices.

Personal Service
Experienced Preparer’s
Reasonable Cost

y

Dennis Graff
Se ‘miir Parta‘r

Margol Lee-Kennison
Enrolled Agent

Diana Muller
Enrolled Agent

Doris Gorin
Enrolled Agent

7311 Greenhaven Dr, Ste 274
Sacramento, California 95831

393-3430

www.just-taxes.com
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B Street Theatre performers entertained students at California Middle School on
Monday, Feb. 2.

B Street Theatre performers
entertained California
Middle School students

California Middle School students on Monday, Feb. 2 laughed
and enjoyed a theatrical performance presented by the B Street
Theatre and sponsored by City Councilman Steve Hansen.

The small local touring group enthusiastically captured the
attention of 200 eighth graders with their rendition of “Kings
and Queens, Jokers and Jacks.”

The short play in four acts is a compilation of play submissions
from elementary and middle school-age students from through-
out Northern California. Cal students were encouraged to sub-
mit entries for a shot at seeing their play performed next year!

VCA

CareClub

Wellness Plans for Your Pet
at Every Life Stage

Cal for dafavs
Afforcahle nose-to-tall cane
with easy monthiy payments
WA CREYRAVEN POCKET AMIMAL IOSMTML. B oo VA
1 Vialine Coard Sacramant, CAS5R31 e N m-.-l:frl

Liza Thurs 308200000 Fa 73080 §00PA
-m M il b By ! 1“1‘-“@“

Matias Bombal's Hollywood

Jupiter Ascending

The MPAA has rated this PG

Warner Bros. brings bigger-than-life space
adventure with “Jupiter Ascending’, which is
playing in standard presentations. It’s the sto-
ry of a Russian-English girl on Earth (Mila
Kunis) who is targeted by a powerful inter-
galactic family in need of an heir.

They send a legion out to kill her, which
would benefit their situation of galactic dom-
inance, however opposing factions send a ren-
egade warrior (Channing Tatum) to save her
and bring her to her true inheritance.

This movie is a visual wow and the pro-
duction design of Hugh Bateup who is fa-

mous for his work in the Matrix movies,
pays tribute to many early cinema masters
and styles. The mixture of spaceships and
art-nouveau make for a fascinating setting
for the mayhem that takes place.

Douglas Booth, Sean Bean and Eddie
Redmayne also appear in the movie. Overall
I was fascinated by the look of this movie, in
spite of the convoluted and rather silly plot.
I remind you that film is very much a visual
medium and the look and sheer size of this
movie actually fascinated me and kept my at-
tention throughout, even though there were
laughable plot elements. This was eye candy
and for me and great deal of fun.

{ HAVEN

— C AP ITAL §MHE—

v/ Purchase and refinance
»' 15 year fixed rates as low as 2.625% (2.75) APR
' Excellent customer sprvice

v Loans with no points and lees

»f Down payment assistance programs available
v Close in 1 days or less
v Same doy pre-approvals
vf Local market experts
v’ Full service company

2 (