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Good deeds at Land Park 
Ranch Pony Rides

There are always inter-
esting things happening 
in William Land Park. If 
you look around, you’ ll 
observe people doing 
stuff. I noticed a couple of 

guys with hammers and 
saws doing stuff  over by 
the pony rides. They were 
building a brand new stor-
age shed at the Land Park 
Ranch.

The pony lady was thrilled! 
The ponies even seemed to 
notice. 

Who are those guys? 
Those guys are For-
rest Neff and John Salido 
who are part of the Land 
Park Volunteer Corp. The 
LPVC! You’ll actually see 
their good deeds all over 
William Land Park. Just 
look for the LPVC signa-
ture. It’s carved all over the 
park. “We like to put our 
signature on things,” For-
est said. 

The idea for the new 
pony shed got started 
when Forrest was tak-
ing one of  his many walks 
through the park.  “ I walk 
the park a lot and I noticed 
their cashier stand was a 
total wreck. I thought I ’d 
fix it up and build them 
a new one.” Then, Forrest 
noticed the dilapidated 

storage shed in the pony 
ride area. 

The old storage shed 
was dilapidated, small 
and housed lots of  black 
widows. 

“I got a hold of the park 
guy and I told him if you 
buy the materials for the 
shack we’ll build it,” Forrest 
said.  The park guy agreed 
and the city of Sacramento 
“ponied up the dough” for 
the shed rebuild. 

All they had to do was 
push the little shack down 
because it was totally rot-
ted out. His partner on the 
project, John Salcido, piped 
up, “The thing was held to-
gether with spider webs and 
rusty nails.” 

The shed looks really nice 
and sturdy. It’s dugout green 
and has a sloped roof with a 
gutter in the back for when 
it rains. The new Land Park 
Ranch pony shed even has a 
skylight. 

I told Forrest it looked re-
ally nice. 

See Over the Fence, page 14

Got News?
E-mail: editor@valcomnews.com
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The Sacramento Shake-
speare Festival is shaking 
things up in its 30th year as 
an iconic local production by 
flipping gender roles in the 
classic plays, “Romeo and Ju-
liet” and “As You Like It.”

“Romeo and Juliet” will star 
an all-male cast, while “As You 
Like It” turns the concept on 
its head, adapting to modern 
times by tapping women to 
play all roles.

Recent headlines have pro-
voked much discussion on 
the topic of gender identity, 
but Christine Nicholson, di-
rector of “Romeo and Juliet,” 
points out that the practice 
of casting men for female 
roles in Shakespeare’s plays 
dates back to the Elizabe-
than era (the practice, in gen-
eral, has been around even 
longer and can be traced to 
Ancient Greece). She said 
the decision to cast the pro-
ductions this way came from 
a desire to honor tradition, 
while also striving for equi-
table opportunities for the 
actors.

“We have wanted to ap-
proach a production in the 
original manner of Shake-
speare for some time,” Nich-
olson said. “We also are con-
sistently trying to achieve 
gender equity in our pro-
ductions. Shakespeare’s plays 
that have 20 or more charac-
ters have roles for only three 
or four women at most be-
cause he wrote for all-male 
productions. Although we 
always try to cross-gen-
der where possible, this year 
we felt that if we did an all-
male production, an all-fe-
male production alongside it 
would be both equitable and 
artistically challenging and 
exciting.”

It’s an experience, actress 
Nina Damer, who plays Or-
lando in “As You Like It,” 
could not pass up.

“It seems such a waste that 
I should only be able to play 

the roles that are designat-
ed appropriate for my sex. 
I am more than my looks. 
I am more than my voice. I 
am more than my name,” she 
said. “There are no emotions 
or behaviors in the realm of 
the human experience that 
are reserved exclusively for 
men, so why should more 
than half of the experiences 
in Shakespeare’s repertoire 
be reserved for them?”

Julian Ortega, an English 
major at SCC, will portray 
Lady Capulet In “Romeo 
and Juliet.”

“This may help people un-
derstand that gender does 
not have to be so defined,” 
he said. “We’re bringing at-
tention to the fact that even 
though the character may 
be male or female, it can be 
played by someone else, as 
well or better.”

Nicholson and “As You 
Like It” director Lori Ann 
DeLappe-Grondin waited 
until they saw auditions be-
fore deciding which gender 
to assign to each play.

Actress Shelby Saumier, 
who plays Audrey in “As You 
Like It,” said it was a revela-
tion to be able to audition 
for any role she wanted.

“For the first time in my 
life, my gender did not con-
fine me in my art and I felt 
empowered and free as an 
artist,” Saumier said.

Zac Scovel, who plays Ju-
liet this summer, said this 
experience has broadened 
his experience as an actor.

“It was always part of my 
process to put myself in the 
shoes of the character, but 
this one has been a chal-
lenge,” he said, “because I’ve 
never had the experience of 
being a 13-year-old girl.”

Adding to the challenge is 
the desire of Scovel and the 
rest of the actors to play op-
posite gender roles in a re-
spectful and realistic man-
ner. “If we do our jobs right, 

they will see women on 
stage,” he said.

DeLappe-Grondin said 
she is thrilled to work with 
a stellar cast of hardwork-
ing, intelligent, funny and 
creative actresses, who often 
do not get many chances to 
shine in classical theater due 
to the lack of female roles. 

“This is their chance, and 
they are shining glorious-
ly,” DeLappe-Grondin said. 
“We are working against 
caricature and for authen-
ticity in all roles, not just 
the male roles. I’m inspired 
by the work they do and the 
spirit in which they do it. I 
think this will be a summer 
to remember, and hopefully 
not the last one of this na-
ture.”

“Romeo and Juliet” runs 
July 3 through Aug. 1. The 
cast includes Sean Olivares 
as Romeo, Scovel as Juliet, 
Bill Gilbert as the Nurse, 
Tom Block as Tybalt, Ryan 
Canfield as Mercutio, Ver-
non Lewis as Frair Law-
rence, Roderick Hickman as 
Benvolio, Sean O’Brien as 
Lord Capulet, Julian Orte-
ga as Lady Capulet, Andrew 
Zelny as Paris, and Anthony 
Person as the Prince.

“As You Like It” runs July 
10 through Aug. 2. The cast 
includes Dramer as Orlando, 
Tiffanie Mack as Rosalind, 
Denise Ivy as Duke Freder-
ick, Natalie Jones as Touch-
stone, Christi Van Eyken 
as Celia, Emily Labowitch 
as Phebe, Shelby Saumier 
as Audrey, Theresa Vann-
Stribling as Duke Senior, 
and Kathleen Poe as Jaques.

For dates, times and ticket in-
formation, visit www.sacra-
mentoshakespeare.net. Perfor-
mances are in the William A. 
Carroll Amphitheatre in Wil-
liam Land Park. Arrive early 
for best seats. Some concessions 
will be available, and picnics 
are welcome.

Iconic Shakespeare Festival flips gender roles in 30th production year

Photo by Greg Brown / greg@valcomnews.com
Shown here is the William A. Caroll Amphitheater as the stage was being trans-
formed in preparation for this year’s Sacramento Shakespeare Festival. 

Neighbors gear up for the state fair
By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

Excitement surrounding the inaugural 2015 
U.S. National Drone Racing Championship at 
the California State Fair on Bonney Field on 
July 16 and 17 is heating up for this first-of-
its-kind competition officially sanctioned by 
the Academy of Model Aeronautics, the Con-
gressionally mandated agency that oversees ra-
dio controlled and unmanned model aviation 
activities. With a rich heritage in agriculture, 
education, technology and entertainment, the 
California State Fair is set to become the per-

fect venue to host this competition, which is 
organized by Flying Grounds Inc.

For more than 160 years, the California 
State Fair has showcased the best of the Gold-
en State and organizers hope the drone racing 
will showcase not only the best in the state, 
but the best in the country for the special-
ized sport. During the 2014 state fair more 
than 750,000 people attended, making mem-
ories that will last a lifetime. Cal Expo was 
dedicated as a place to celebrate California’s 
achievements, industries, agriculture, diversi-

File photo by Stephen Crowley
Shown here is a photograph from last year’s California State Fair. This year’s state fair will take place July 10-26 and is located 
at 1600 Exposition Blvd.

See State Fair, page 19
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By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

Demonstrators from as 
far north as Lake Shasta 
and from as far south as the 
Los Angeles area converged 
on the sidewalk on River-
side Boulevard in front of 
the Westin Hotel on Mon-
day and Tuesday mornings. 
Their cause: Water is a hu-
man right and it should not 
be controlled by those with 
money and power. Mean-
while, inside the hotel was 
the “2nd California Water 
Summit” in which govern-
ment officials and private 
investors converged to talk 
about water policy. But the 
cost to get in was $1,495 for 
the four-day summit and 
many of the demonstrators, 
who were from various Na-
tive American tribes, have 
been feeling left out of dis-
cussions such as these for 
too long. 

“Fight, fight for your 
rights. Fight, fight for wa-
ter rights,” they chanted in 
the Little Pocket neighbor-
hood, as inside the hotel 
investors and governmen-
tal officials discussed how 
$7.5 billion can be distrib-

uted through the state due 
to the passage of the Wa-
ter Quality, Supply and In-
frastructure Act of 2014. 
The Act, which signals “in-
vestments in water” and the 
“long-term sustainable sup-
ply and delivery of that wa-
ter are critical to California’s 
future,” was a benchmark of 
success deemed by the Ed-
mund Gerald “Jerry” Brown 
Jr. administration. 

The supporting organi-
zation for the conference, 
West Coast Infrastructure 
Exchange, “was created by 
Governors and Treasurers 
of the West Coast states 
(California, Oregon, and 
Washington) and the Pre-
mier of British Columbia 
to promote the type of new 
thinking necessary to solve 
out infrastructure crisis. 
Its board consists of senior 
representatives of the Gov-
ernors and Treasurers of 
the member states and the 
Executive Director of Part-
nerships British Columbia.”

According to the event 
website, funding from the 
$7.5 billion statewide water 
bond will “create a multitude 
of new project opportunities 
and redefine the way Califor-

nia state and local govern-
ments use and invest in so-
lutions to address the water 
crisis; and fund these new 
water infrastructure proj-
ects ... Only stakeholders in-
timately aware of the lat-
est insights, lessons learned, 
and how to maximize project 

fundability from successfully 
(public and privately) funded 
water projects will succeed in 
this climate.”

Those very words of ex-
clusivity and ownership 
surrounding every living 
thing’s basic need – water – 
was the very thrust of the 
protestors’ spirit. 

Spokesperson Caleen 
Sisk, chief and spiritual 
leader of the Winnemem 
Wintu Tribe, resides near 
Lake Shasta and discussed 
the purpose of the protest 
as follows: 

“We feel that it’s unfair 
to hold the water meetings 
and exclude most of the in-
terested parties that invest 
in people. Especially the 
tribes, they have not talked 
about California tribal wa-
ter rights. They are talking 
about senior water rights 
and rights before 1914 
and they have excluded the 
talks about the native Cali-
fornia people’s water rights 
and to hold it here, at the 
Westin, is out of the way, 
excluded. It costs $1,500 
to get in there to attend 
the meetings and they had 
a limited number of people 
in there who could regis-
ter, so it’s not an open reg-
istration even if you had 
$1,500. There was a cut-

off date you had to know 
about and they’re going to 
be discussing the $7.5 bil-
lion water programs for 
Prop. 1, which includes 
Shasta Dam raise, the tun-
nels. Most people want to 
restore the Delta, the fish-
eries, Golden Gate salmon, 
and the tribes should have 
a place on that agenda. 
Tribes or environmental-
ists should be heard about 
digging up the Delta.”

At the protest, members 
from the Winnemem Win-
tu, Pomo, Wailaki tribes 
were present as well as Ha-
waiians who stood in soli-
darity with those concerned 
about the delivery of water. 
Living near Lake Shasta, a 
source of water for the Sac-
ramento River, Caleen said 
she’s particularly concerned 
about how water is distrib-
uted because of the salmon. 
“ The salmon have to live 
in the Delta and if they are 
planning on diverting all 
the water from the Delta, 
which the tunnels can do, 
then the salmon can die.

“Lake Shasta is very low 
and hasn’t recovered and it is 
still being drained. It was at 
33 percent (of its capacity) 
earlier and it will probably 

be a lot less. The river is full, 
the Sacramento River. That 
water comes from the north 
to fill that river and that 
water is going down south 
through the aqueducts to 
agribusiness farms. 

“Our biggest message is 
that the California peo-
ple, the good-hearted peo-
ple, have to start paying at-
tention to what’s going on. 
They have to start relying 
on information that is out-
side the government and so 
far we’ve been trained to be-
lieve the government will 
take care of us and deliver 
the water the way they need 
to. I think people need to 
wake up and see this is not 
a fight between salmon and 
water. This is not a fight be-
tween L.A. and Northern 
California because the pro-
jection of the water that’s 
going to be there is for five 
new communities in the 
desert, for two new frack-
ing mines and the rest of it 
will be brokered. 

“I think that (the general 
public) could wake up and 
they need to wake up, but 
I don’t know if they will. 
We’re just a little minion 
tribe. We’re not considered 
scientists, but generations 
of our people have been 
here and we know what 
the weather is. We live the 
weather. We don’t live in an 
artificial community. We 
know when the grass turns 
brown. We know when the 
flowers come up. We know 
that the flower is supposed 

to be there and what the 
flower means in relation to 
the salmon that is coming 
up river. Most people don’t 
know what water tastes like 
anymore.”

Another one of the pro-
testors, Dan Bacher, has 
been writing about water is-
sues for many years for such 
websites as Daily Kos, Al-
ternet, the California Prog-
ress Report, and for such 
print publications such as 
the Sacramento News and 
Review. He is also the edi-
tor of the Fish Sniffer mag-
azine. He’s currently work-
ing on a critical book about 
Governor Brown and his en-
vironmental policies, which 
is expected to be released 
within the next year. “It’s go-
ing to be about his environ-
mental policies. It will show 
a picture of the oil spill, and 

right under it there will be 
a bunch of dead fish and a 
dried up lake.” 

As an environmentalist, a 
writer and a lover of fish-
ing, Dan visits many lakes, 
which he says are current-
ly full. “Rancho Seco lake 
is full. Lake Valley reser-
voir; Fuller Lake was brim 
full last Friday ( June 26). I 
went to Union Reservoir on 
the Stanislaus River. It was 
the highest I’ve ever seen it.  
Rollins Lake on the Bear 
River is full. Water agencies 
that planned ahead – that 
practiced conservation – 
they were able to bump re-
lease the minimum stream 
flows to keep the fish go-
ing during the drought. 
The ones that squandered 
their water, sent it south in 
2013, 2014, and again this 
year. I did an investigation 

and found they were filling 
Southern California reser-
voirs with the water they 
stole from Folsom even 
though they knew we were 
in the worst-ever drought.

“ The media talks like 
these are separate projects. 
The tunnels are not a sep-
arate project. The tunnels 
project is designed in con-
junction with the Shasta 
Dam bridge. One facilitates 
the other. “ They’re trying to 
build twin tunnels and send 
(water) to the agricultural 
folks in Southern Califor-
nia. They need storage, so 
they are going to raise the 
Shasta dam. Our argument 
is that it doesn’t make a lot 
of sense because if you don’t 
have any water, you don’t 
have any water to store. You 
can build the tunnels, but it 
isn’t going to create the wa-

ter. But Brown is commit-
ted to this anyway. I think 
he’s betting on having wet-
ter winters ahead and also 
hoping the people are stu-
pid and don’t wake up and 
don’t realize you can’t create 
something out of nothing.”

Water policy protest hits Little Pocket: 
Dozens demonstrate “2nd California Water Summit” outside the Westin Hotel

See Protest, page 7

Protest:
Continued from page 6

Photos by Monica Stark
Shown here is a collection of photos from Monday morning outside the Westin Hotel. Demonstrators were protesting the 
“2nd California Water Summit,” a water policy meeting that costs about $1,500 to attend for the entire program. Demon-
strators feel left out of important water policy discussions.
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

For nearly a quarter century, Willie’s Ham-
burgers and Chiliburgers has been serving its 
popular fare of burgers, hot dogs and fries at 
2415 16th St. But the location of this busi-
ness has a much lengthier history as a restau-
rant site.

Initially, the property had a five-room, one-story 
house with a brick chimney.

The house, which was built in 1921 and 1922, 
was lived in by Agnes Roach from 1922 to about 
1923, William Smearden from about 1925 to about 
1927, and a widow named Alice L. Smith from 
about 1927 to about 1949.

A restaurant was the next place to occupy the site.
According to a building permit, dated Aug. 1, 

1949, arrangements had been made to construct 
a restaurant building at 2415 16th St. at a cost 
of $3,500. The proprietors of the eatery were 
listed as Gausman and Beachamp.

A permit for a sign for the restaurant is dated 
Oct. 4. 1949, and the permit recognizes the name 
of the restaurant as Frenchie’s.

Frenchie’s was a model restaurant that allowed 
potential buyers an opportunity to view this two-
person operated metal sandwich stand.

An advertisement in the December 9, 1949 
edition of The Sacramento Bee notes: “See mod-
el being operated. Terms can be arranged. In-
vestigate now for quick action. Write or call at 
Frenchie’s, 2415 16th St., Sacramento. Bill Gaus-
man or Otto Allen.”

Frenchie’s was known for its “meal on a stick.”
Various items such as hot dog slices, green pep-

pers, cheese, pickles and tomatoes were placed on 
a wooden skewer and then dipped in egg, fried 
and served with a special sweet and sour barbe-
cue sauce. The original cost of this “meal” was 35 
cents, plus tax.

On Jan. 7, 1950, The Bee ran an advertisement 
for Frenchie’s with the following words: “10,000 
customers have already tried Frenchie’s ‘a meal on 
a stick.’ We want every person in Sacramento to try 
Frenchie’s.”

Another advertisement, which was pub-
lished in the May 15, 1952 edition of The 
Bee, reads: “ This is a steal! Small drive-in 
seats 100 (25 inside and 75 outside). Low 
overhead, long lease, fully equipped electri-
cally. Will net over $800. Must (sacrifice on) 
account of leaving city. Buyer can pay off  busi-

ness during summer months. Small down pay-
ments. Bal. terms. See owner now – this won’t 
last. 2415 16th St.”

The 1952 city directory lists Sterling G. Gaus-
man, of 1813 N Street, as the proprietor of a res-
taurant at that site.

By September 1952, the location was home to 
Hay’s Hamburger Stand.

During the following year, Leone Batesle and June 
Miller were operating a different hamburger stand, 
called J & B Hamburgers.

In about 1954, that business was replaced by 
J & H Hamburgers, which was owned by John 
and Helen M. Kuhlman, who resided at 1748 
39th St. in East Sacramento. The couple was 
also the proprietors of Park Ice Cream at 2719 
Riverside Blvd.

The next restaurant at this site was The Hitching 
Post, which opened in about 1957.

About a year later, Henry L. Woodbey and Helen 
G. Weaver established another eatery, Hank & Hel-
en’s restaurant, in the same location.

In 1959, Jimboy’s Tacos opened its first Sacra-
mento restaurant. The business’s founders were J.R. 
“Jimboy” Knudson and his wife, Margo Knudson.

With a consistent flow of customers frequent-
ing that location, the Knudsons were enjoying their 
early success in the capital city.

And despite losing their lease on the 16th Street 
building in about 1966, the prosperity of the business 
continued when J.R. Knudson purchased the former 
Richardson estate at 1420 29th St. for $35,000 and 
had the then-existing house removed and had a per-
manent restaurant structure built in its place.

A reference to that lease in the Jan. 23, 1997 edition 
of The Bee reads: “The restaurant did so well, Jim-
boy’s executives say, that the landlord refused to re-
new the lease and instead opened his own taco hut.”

The eatery that replaced Jimboy’s on 16th Street 
was actually named Taco Hut.

A building inspector’s card, dated Aug. 2, 1966, 
mentions that West Coast Building Wreckers had 

Restaurant site has served community for 63 years

Photo by Lance Armstrong
Willie’s Hamburgers and Chiliburgers at 2415 16th St. has been serving its popular fare of burgers, hot dogs and fries since 1991.

See Willies, page 9

been contracted to have the 
then-present restaurant build-
ing demolished. The project 
was signed off on Sept. 14, 
1966.

A building permit for a 
new restaurant structure on 
the site was issued on Aug. 8, 
1966, and the general contrac-
tor of the project was James 
Construction.

Taco Hut’s first two owners 
were Charles H. O’Connell, 
from about 1967 to about 
1970, and Margaret Woods, 
from about 1970 to about 
1977.

Another Taco Hut owner 
was Pauline Starnes, who fol-
lowed Woods in that role.

Taco Hut was replaced by 
Willie’s Hamburgers and 
Chiliburgers, which made its 
debut in 1991.

It was during that year 
when William “Willie” 
Jay began offering his ver-

sions of the famous burg-
ers served at such legendary, 
post-World War II South-
ern California diners as 
Tommy’s and Pink’s.

Original prices at Willie’s 
included a single burger for 
$1.25, a 16-ounce, real ice 
cream shake for $1.35 and a 
double chili cheeseburger for 
$2.50.

One of the longtime pop-
ular burgers offered at Wil-
lie’s is the Slammer ($4.20), a 
chiliburger with a single pat-
ty, freshly made chili, tomato, 
onions, pickles and mustard.

The eatery, which also serves 
chilidogs, french fries, onion 
rings, tamales, and a variety of 
crepes for the breakfast crowd, 
has a second location at 5050 
Arden Way, at Fair Oaks Bou-
levard.

Jay also owns Iron restau-
rant – a steak, burgers, sea-
food, salad, bar, etc. establish-
ment – at 2422 13th St.

As the Willie’s on 16th 
Street continues to draw new 

and regular customers on a 
consistent basis, its location’s 
legacy as one of the area’s 
longtime operating restaurant 
sites appears to have a bright 
future.

Willies:
Continued from page 8

In an unusual way of kick-
ing off the opening of the new 
downtown Dos Coyotes loca-
tion, 100 percent of receipts 
from the evening of Thurs-
day, July 16 from 5 to 9 p.m., 
will benefit the Land Park 
Schools Foundation. The res-
taurant, located in the R15 
district at 1800 15th St., suite 
D, opened its doors on June 
16, and the July 16 fundrais-
er will be the first fundraiser 

out of this Dos Coyotes lo-
cation. “(The owner) Trevor 
(Sanders) is really good about 
giving back to the communi-
ty,” says Whitney Wells, HR 
media coordinator for Dos 
Coyotes. “Trevor also owns 
five of the 12 Jack’s (Urban 
Eats) and we do fundrais-
ers there as well as a bunch 
at MOD Pizza.” Wells said 
the menu at the R15 loca-
tion is the same as at the oth-

er Dos Coyotes restaurants, 
however, because of music 
venue Ace of Spades across 
the street, Dos Coyotes will 
be offering “concert burritos” 
in the future for “pre-party” 
concert munchies. Custom-
ers will be able to phone in 
orders and get their burritos 
delivered to them while they 
wait in line for the entertain-
ment of the night. 

–Monica Stark

100 percent of Dos Coyotes proceeds on 
July 16 will benefit Land Park schools
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A leading nonprofit provider of aging services in Northern California since 1968

eskaton.org

Pet-friendly. Pets provide steadfast, loyal 

devotion and unconditional love. In short, pets just 

make us feel happy. You don’t have to leave your pet 

behind when you move to Eskaton Monroe Lodge. 

Experience the Eskaton difference.

Eskaton Monroe Lodge
Independent Living with Services
Land Park

916-265-0045

Because the bond with 
your pet is one of life’s 
greatest joys.

Photo exhibit to 
open at city college
By Craig McCulloch

An exhibit, titled “Finding Focus: Photographic Reflections 
on Nature” of 54 photos will open at the Gregory Kondos Gal-
lery at Sacramento City College campus starting on July 10 from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. A reception with light snacks and beverages 
will be 3 to 6 p.m. on Friday, July 10. The exhibit will be from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Mondays through Thursdays, July 13 to July 
23. There is no charge except for vehicle parking fee of $2.

The exhibit was organized and developed as part of a class 
given by the Renaissance Society, a lifelong learning partner-
ship for older adults in the Sacramento area at California State 
University, Sacramento. The Renaissance Society offers more 
than 80 seminars to more than 2,000 members. Seminar topics 
are wide ranging from ancient Egyptian history to Real Rock 
and Roll and are all taught by program volunteers in a partici-
patory manner. Many classes feature arts, cultural trends, his-
tory, current issues, and literature. Most classes are on Fridays 
at the CSUS campus, although others are held on different 
days throughout the week.

The students have all taken, or taught several semesters of 
digital photography classes in the Renaissance Society pro-
grams. Their classes included basics in digital photography, 
computer editing of photos, and the preparation of this photo 
exhibit at City College. Any proceeds from sale of the photos 
will be donated to the City College Art Department.

Eleven students have their photographs displayed in the 
exhibit including: John Barry, Melissa Green, Pat Ryan, Ste-
phen Alan Levine, Ron Anderson, Mary Henwood, Lau-
rene Fitzpatrick, Jeff Hendy, Tom Monahan, Bonnie Dar-
win, and Craig McCulloch.

More information about the Renaissance Society educational 
programs can be found at, http://www.csus.edu/org/rensoc/

Story by Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com
Photos by Stephen Crowley
stephen@valcomnews.com

The Sacramento Taco 
Festival brought add-
ed heat to Del Paso Bou-
levard  on the 99-degree 
Saturday, June 20. Featur-
ing Lucha Libre wrestlers, 
Chihuahuas and tacos, 
the event was expected 
to drawetween 2,000 to 
3,000 people to the day-
long festival.

Held on Del Paso Bou-
levard between El Camino 
Avenue and Arden Way, The 
Sacramento Taco Festival 
was cohosted by Sacramen-
toVice Mayor Allen Warren 
and SacLatino Magazine. 
Two years ago when the fes-
tival was first held, organiz-
ers primarily attracted the 
crowd of about 1,000 taco 
lovers through social media 
marketing.  Then, the win-
ning taco was from El Mi-
choacano (Franklin Boule-
vard) and the winner of the 
taco eating contest was a 5-
foot, 20-year-old woman 
from Sacramento, who beat 
out a couple of very large 
guys. “She won $75!  She 
was very happy and made 
the event that much more 
fun. If we work things out as 
planned, we will be making 
this into an annual event,” 
says Adrian Perez, event co-
ordinator.

The tacos are made by the 
different taco makers at the 
event. Since the average per-
son eats three tacos, sever-
al thousand tacos are made 
and consumed. From veg-

etarian, chicken, carnitas, 
adobada, and asada tacos 
to the more tacos, for those 
with iron stomachs, the taco 
festival also included tacos 
made from stomach, intes-
tines and head.

The wrestlers are profes-
sional and can be seen on a 
variety of levels from World 
Wrestling Entertainment, 
Inc. to local wrestling events.  
From Los Angeles, the wres-
tlers specialize in Mexican 
wrestling, which includes 
masks and a lot of high fly-
ing maneuvers.

The idea of doing a Taco 
Festival came from the own-
er of a local taqueria, Taque-
ria Jalisco, on 16th Street.  

Providing further back-
ground organizer Adrian 
Perez explained that Dan-
iel, the owner of Taque-
ria Jalisco told him about 
National Taco Day. “So I 
looked it up and found that 
it’s unofficial, but October 
4th is known as Nation-
al Taco Day. Knowing the 
fresh tacos a very nutrition-
al, we talked about doing a 
festival.  I discovered that 
several cities celebrate the 
taco, but at different times 
during the year...Chicago, 
Dallas, Phoenix, and now, 
San Jose.  Knowing Sac-
ramento is different than 
those cities, we decided to 
make ours into a street fes-
tival featuring a mascot that 
is native to Mexico, the chi-
huahua.  We also wanted a 
fun look, so we opted to do 
a 60s throwback.  As a re-
sult, we have a real ‘hippie’ 
poster with promotions us-
ing tie-dyed shirts.”

Heating up the boulevard:
The Sacramento Taco Festival celebrated Mexican culture and paid tribute to the delicious taco

Perez said he was original-
ly going to hold this event 
in a park, but after a good 
discussion with Vice Mayor 
Warren, he agreed that Del 
Paso Boulevard has the look 
of a community lost in the 
60s and some great business-
es, existing and coming in. 
“Moreover, the layout makes 
it ideal for a real street fes-
tival.  So, here we are.  And, 

the surrounding community 
loves it,” he adds.

Because there was so 
much excitement leading up 
to this event, Perez didn’t 
do any press releases until 
the day before because the 
media was already contact-
ing the organizers even two 
weeks before that.  “We also 
had two other large events 
contact us to see if we could 

cross promote.  We tied in 
with the Hello Kitty Fes-
tival at Sleep Train Are-
na, and a scholarship beau-
ty contest being sponsored 
by D’Primera Mano Mag-
azine.  But, overall, Sacra-
mento has never seen any-
thing like this and we are 
the first to hold an event 
celebrating tacos in North-
ern California,” Perez said.

Full & Part Time Available

caringconnectionchildrenscenter.com

Preschool & Infant/Toddler Care

Midtown Campus: 916-261-0796

CARING CONNECTION

Elk Grove Campus: 916-686-5029
West Sac Campus: 916-371-3301
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w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

F o r  o v e r 
4 0  y e a r s

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

2112 STOvER WAy • $390,000
ATCHAN vAN PELT • 813-5919

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

2509 CURTIS WAy
Perfect, updated, 1928 cottage under the 
Tunnel of Trees at Curtis Parks’ sweet spot. 
3 bedroom 2 bath, 1565 sf. Great interior 
light filtered through the trees. Hardwood 
floors, fireplace, leaded glass and formal 
dining room. True master bedroom with 
ample closet space. $525,000
JAmES WALKER • 607-0519

5669 HELEN WAy
Hardwood floors need to be re-
finished, original metal cabinets in 
kitchen-original home needs TLC 
and painting and updating. Portable 
dishwasher, refrigerator, washer 
and dryer stay with house as is. 
$199,000
JO THORPE• 761-1139

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ Low inTroduCTory CosT
★ sTarT anyTime
★ Live CLasses

Call: Ed Daniels • 451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ monTHLy CasH FLow
★ TenanT sCreeninG
★ mainTenanCe

Call: brittany Naucke • 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

7304 STANWOOD WAy
open layout. Three bd 2 ba close to 
shopping and transportation. Fruit trees 
and Japanese maple. second driveway 
for boat or rv. First time on market in 
years. Clear pest, new carpeting and 
fresh paint throughout. make this home 
your own. $319,000-$329,000 
ATCHAN vAN PELT • 813-5919

1217 47TH AvENUE
single story 3bd 2ba 2 car garage on the 
corner of 47th ave and Fordham way. 
Large lot w/possible rv access Built in 
salt water pool some updates include 
kitchen, bathroom and floors! Fireplace, 
laminate wood floor, breakfast nook, fam-
ily room. open floor plan.  $439,900
JOCLEyN yAP • 601-9581

5725 24TH STREET
Great investment opportunity - ten-
ant occupied both sides on this single 
story unit.  Both sides have hardwood 
floors, attached garages.  one unit is 
on the corner with bonus parking on 
the side.  inside laundry area and nice 
backyard. $249,000
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

620 6TH AvENUE
older home with lots of potential. Great 
single story with hardwood flooring, 
central heat and air. Fireplace in family 
room with bonus enclosed patio for 
extra storage. Breakfast nook area has 
nice corner builtin. Home has separate 
laundry room plus washbin. $395,000
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

4630 CUSTIS AvENUE
now vacant, mid century ranch in desir-
able Hollywood Park. Features include, 
new interior paint, updated kitchen with 
marble countertops, updated bathroom 
w/subway tile. all hardwood and tile floors, 
central heat & air. Two spacious bedrooms 
w/expanded closets. $275,000
mINDy DEFENbAUgH • 834-6202

3681 EAST CURTIS DRIvE • $629,900
LARRy EASTERLINg • 849-9431

S O L D

SOLD SOLD

PenDing

Faces and Places: 

Hollywood Park 
Neighborhood 
4th of July Parade
Photos by Greg Brown
greg@valcomnews.com

The annual 4th of July Hollywood Park 
Neighborhood Parade featured a vintage 1920s 
fire truck, which led the parade through the 
streets. Dressed in red, white and blue, some 
residents and their families marched the parade 
route, while neighbors cheered them on from 
their front yards. Along the parade route, there 
was a lemonade stand and World War II veter-
ans. Like every year, snacks and refreshments 
were served at the end of the parade at Leonar-
do DaVinci School.



14 Land Park News  •  July 9, 2015   •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc. 15www.valcomnews.com  •  July 9, 2015   •  Land Park NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

“You like it huh? Well, we 
do things right,” he said. For-
rest is no nonsense. 

The volunteers worked 
diligently on the new stor-
age shed, although the pony 
lady told me they “like to 
take a long lunch” over at 
Mulligan’s Café at William 
Land Park Golf Course. 

Forrest sheepishly told 
me, “John said I gotta have 
a plan to see what you’re 
building. I told him, ‘John 
I don’t have a plan.’” Then 
he went home and drew 
a picture of a two-seater 
outhouse. 

It’s a darn nice outhouse. 
Forrest is an electri-

cal contractor by trade. 
He didn’t need to Google 
“How to build a shed.” He 
just “ learned by watching” 
over all these years. He told 
me, “anybody could do it.” 

I ’d like to have one of 
those storage sheds in my 

backyard. I got some bikes 
and lawn equipment tak-
ing up a lot of space in my 
garage. 

The pony rides need reli-
able storage. They have to 
have somewhere to store 
the horsefly spray, Hooflex, 
and of course the tasty 
horse cookies. 

The LPVC has done 
quite a few things Forrest 
and the crew are proud of. 
They put barbecue pits all 
over the park. They in-
stalled stone benches over 
by Swanson’s Pond, as well 
as the pergola over by the 
WPA Rock Garden. Just 
look for their autograph!

Over the saws and drills 
Forrest and John were lis-
tening to the soothing 
sounds of classical music. 
“It soothes our souls as we 
work,” Forrest said. The po-
nies didn’t seem to mind. 

Chalk Talk In Land Park 
Lets talk chalk. Chalk-

talk 916 is a new phenom-

enon sweeping Wentworth 
Avenue in Land Park. It 
even has its own hashtag. 
#Chalktalk916

What is Chalktalk? 
Chalktalk is a daily mes-

sage billboard for the neigh-
borhood. Local talk with 
chalk. It covers pop culture, 
sports, inspirational mes-
sages, goofy sayings, holi-
days, music lyrics, topical 
stuff, the works! 

The chalkboard greets 
you in front of the home of 
Rory Tira. She’s in charge of 
the chalkboard. The board 
sits on a chair next to a to-
mato plant, a white picket 
fence and a brick walkway 
that leads to the front door 
of the home. There’s even a 
cowbell to clang! This time 
of year there are Amer-
ican flags surrounding 
the chalkboard. It’s a free 
speech Americana thing. 

Rory likes to keep the 
messages short and simple. 

Rory said, “ The best mes-
sages are short and tight.” 

Some messages give sage 
advice, “Never leave your 
wingman.” Another stat-
ed, “ Time Cools All Jets.” 
Others are somber, “Oh 
Charleston, Oh America.” 
Quite a few are celebratory. 
“CKM Ladies all the way!”

On the day I dropped by 
Chalktalk it was all about 
USA Women’s soccer. “USA 
4pm vs DEU #BELIEVE”

Chalktalk doesn’t delve 
into the “controversy of the 
week.” Chalktalk did, how-
ever, celebrate the recent 
Supreme Court decision 
over gay marriage. And 
why not? The deciding vote 
and majority decision was 
written by C.K. McClatchy 
grad Justice Anthony Ken-
nedy. Chalktalk read, 

“SCOTUS 
Justice Kennedy
McClatchy ‘54
Go Lions”
The idea for Chalktalk 

was born at Track 7 Brew-
ery, where a lot of good 
ideas spring to life. Last 
spring, Rory and a cou-
ple friends of hers came up 
with the idea. It’s been gain-
ing momentum ever since. 

And people are noticing. 
Chalktalk has become 

a celebrity of sorts. Local 
residents are slowly driv-

ing by to read what the dai-
ly message is. Others have 
had their picture taken 
with the chalkboard. 

Chalktalk recently cel-
ebrated its one year birth-
day. There have been three 
incarnations of the chalk-
board. A friend of Rory’s 
actually made her a new big 
yellow board as a gift. 

Another gift the chalk-
board received was on Christ-
mas Eve. A box of new chalk. 
I guess Santa likes Chalktalk. 

Rory told me Chalktalk 
has three types of follow-
ers. Drive-by readers, walk-
ers, and online followers as 
well. Rory said, “We have 
fans from London to Israel.” 
Chalktalk is International!

One woman told Rory 
that she “used to drive a dif-
ferent way to school and one 
day she went down Wen-
tworth.” Now she always 
drives down Wentworth 
past the chalkboard to see 
what the message will be. 

Chalktalk has stalkers!
And with good rea-

son. Chalktalk has a feel-
good vibe to it. Fun, lyri-
cal quotes regularly pop 
up on the chalkboard. 
Beach Boys, Journey, and 
Bruce Springsteen are just 
some of the musical artists 
whose songs are quoted on 
the board. 

Rory told me most of the 
ideas for Chalktalk pop into 
her head while driving around 

town. She jots the ideas down 
while driving. People also 
send her suggestions. She 
even takes requests! 

So next time you’re driv-
ing down Wentworth, slow 
down, look around and 
maybe you’ll stumble upon 

ChalkTalk916 in Land 
Park. It’s also on Instagram 
#Chalktalk916.

It’s the chalk talk of the 
town.

Got an item for Over The 
Fence? Greg@valcomnews.com

Photo by Greg Brown
Rory Tira of Land Park poses in front of the chalkboard with a daily message. It’s 
Chalktalk on Wentworth.

See Chalk Talk, page 15

Chalk Talk:
Continued from page 14

Over the Fence:
Continued from page 2

This home features a 
large great room, a 
formal dining room, an 
updated kitchen with 
stainless appliances, 
granite, butler's pantry, 
and sunny nook. You 
will fall in love with the 
gleaming hardwood 
floors, special built ins, 
lovely French doors, a 
gardener's yard and 
the most charming & 
quaint bathroom you 
will ever see. Entertain 
in style on your 
covered deck. 

Sharon Whiting
CalBRE# 01702972

916-296-9417    
sharonw@kraftrealestate.com

 Spacious 2-3 Bed / 2 
full baths, with over 
1700+ sq. ft of 
spacious living space.  
The home features a 
large great room, a 
formal dining area and 
sunny nook in kitchen 
area. Huge master 
suite, oversize closets 
and a fireplace. New 
paint completes this 
charming home 
located on one of the 
best streets in Land 
Park.

Absolutely Beautiful Land Park Homes

                    2750 Marty Way  •   $519,000

                2784 Harkness St.   •   $540,000

I CAN SELL YOURS TOO!

SOLD

SOLD

Photo by Greg Brown
Forrest and John pose for the paparazzi in front of the new Land Park Ranch shed.
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INSIDE OUT  
The MPAA has rated this PG

You’ll love meeting the windmills 
in your mind in “Inside Out”. Walt 
Disney/Pixar Animation Studios.

Disney’s Pixar Animation Stu-
dios are a world unto them-
selves, and in a way so NOT like 
the modern Disney of today, that 
they make for interesting bedfel-
lows. “Inside Out” is a sheer de-
light from start to finish. It is 
witty, fresh, and even cerebral. 
Writers Pete Docter (who also di-
rects), Ronaldo Del Carmen, Meg 
LeFauve and Josh Cooley have an 
introspective gem that gets inside 
your mind, literally, or at least in-
side each of the wonderful charac-
ters that you’ll meet in this smart 
kids movie that will have plenty of 
great moments for adults, too. 

Just what may be found in every-
one’s mind? 

In this picture, there are an-
imated characters that repre-
sent emotions that reside in the 
brain area of our cartoon heroine, 
a girl named Riley. Each of them 
is voiced by some contemporary 
voices that you may know: Joy 
(Amy Pollard), Fear (Bill Had-
er), Anger (Lewis Black), Dis-

gust (Mindy Kaling), and Sad-
ness (Phyllis Smith). 

Riley is a young girl who has trav-
eled with her parents from Min-
nesota to San Francisco, where 
her father (Kyle MacLachlan) has 
moved for work. Mom (Diane 
Lane) is concerned that their mov-
ing van has not appeared and the 
family has no clothes or furnish-
ings. Compound this with Riley’s 
first day at school, and we see how 
all of her emotions come to play 
within her head, where we spend 
much of the picture. Our group of 
emotions chronicle core memories 
and other impulses and react to 
events as they unfold outside Ri-
ley’s head. Taking the lead is the 
super positive and almost manic 
emotion of Joy, and as things be-
come more glum for Riley, Joy em-
barks on an adventure through the 
deep recesses of Riley’s mind to 
save her from total depressive shut 
down. 

I could imagine a pitch meet-
ing of this storyline in Hollywood: 
“Fantastic Voyage” meets “ The 
Phantom Tollbooth” for kids. Like 
the great Chuck Jones animated 
“ Tollbooth” of 1970, this movie 
is clever, imaginative and fun. You 
don’t have to be a kid to enjoy it. 
The voices are so perfectly meld-

ed to the characters that it is sheer 
delight and I laughed out loud nu-
merous times. 

I am somewhat old fashioned 
in a modern world, and the only 
element that bothered me in the 
movie was the nonstop pace of 
Joy as voiced by Amy Pollard. It 
was at times much too fast, man-
ic and breathless, and that irritat-

ed me. When she does eventual-
ly slow down later in the movie 
for just a few moments, it is only 
temporary, for she returns to non-
stop positivity-plus in short or-
der. This is a great and entertain-
ing way to spend 94 minutes at 
the movies, and might be the kind 
of picture you’d not mind watch-
ing twice. 

Matías Bombal’s Hollywood

You’ll love meeting the windmills in your mind in “Inside Out”. Walt Disney/Pixar Animation Studios

American-Portuguese 
veteran’s memorial poker 
tournament set for Saturday

On Saturday, July 11, the Sacramento Portuguese 
Holy Spirit Society Hall, 6676 Pocket Road, will have 
a tournament to help fund the placement of a memo-
rial at the State Capitol to honor American-Portu-
guese that served this country. Please take part in this 
event because it is the starting point for other ethnic 
groups to be honored in the future. 

Table sponsors: There is an opportunity to have 
local businesses sponsor the event. For $250, 
you will receive two entries into the tournament 
($100 value) along with your business name and 
logo shown on a big screen in front of  the room 
on a continuous loop for the duration of  the event 
(five hours).

There will be a table set up where you can display bro-
chures and/or business cards, and there will be an an-
nouncement during the event to let people know to stop 
by and pick them up. 

Added bonus to becoming a table sponsor for local 
businesses. 

Show up at least 30 minutes before we start to get your 
table/seat. Please contact Eddie Maria if you have any 
questions or would like to buy tickets/or become a ta-
ble sponsor. 

Eddie Maria can be reached at 314-757-0474 or at Ed-
die.maria@att.net.
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Your services are needed! 
Call (916) 429-9901 

and reserve your space on the 
Land Park News

Home Improvement page

tree & gardenIng servICe tree servICe

BAXTER TILE
EXPERT INSTALLATION
REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic • Marble • Granite
Floors • Counters • Walls

33 Years Experience • FREE Estimates

916-213-4669
License #668100

tILe WOrKroof/gutter cleaning

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL servICe PLUMBIng

PLUMBIng

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

garY’s PaIntIng
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

“Member BBB”

PaIntIngPaIntIng

roofing

ADDITION SPECIALIST YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN

GET READY FOR SUMMER!
Call LESTER 

(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HEDGE TRIMMING 
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 18 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

HARDWOOD FLOORS

FENCING

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS

HOUSE CLEANING

PAINTING

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

Creature Catchers Wildlife Management
“If it walks or flies, we’ll remove it”

CreatureCatchers.org     530 885-PEST(7378)

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Landscape Design
• Water - efficient conversions
• Partial or complete landscapes
• Collaborative approach

saclandscape@gmail.com • www.sacramentolandscape.net

Wayne - (916)832-2010

CLEANING

CSL# 996271

ty of its people, traditions and trends 
that shape the Golden State’s future. 
This year’s California State Fair will 
take place July 10-26 at Cal Expo, lo-
cated at 1600 Exposition Blvd. 

Valley Community Newspapers 
sought out local participants in var-
ious areas of fair entertainment and 
is featuring them as follows: 

Former Pocket News writer, Jeff 
Dominguez was appointed outreach 
and special projects coordinator of the 
California Exposition and State Fair. 
He spoke to this publication about 
many different topics to explore, in-
cluding the drone racing, which he has 
been instrumental in recommending 
the venue, Bonney Field. 

“One of the things (the state fair) 
highlighted was the assembly line 
when it was developed. Over the 
course of past couple of years, it’s 
been revealed to us by our contacts in 
Ag that drone technology will pret-
ty much revolutionize the way peo-
ple farm, and mainly with regard to 
their role in agriculture, we decided 
we wanted to have some sort of com-

petition. So as far as the research sur-
rounding drone competitions, we 
found a circuit of drone racing. We 
got connected with a guy who does 
drone racing,” Dominguez said.

“(Scot Ressland from Flying 
Grounds Inc.) is from Berkeley 
and has a PhD in virtual reality. We 
brought him in, talked to him and 
about him staging a drone race. We 
thought we’d do (the drone races) in 
the rodeo, but it was too dusty, then 
we thought about having it in a race 
track. Then, on a whim, we drove him 
to Bonney Field and it’s the field of 
dreams for drones. That became the 
focus of our goal and we came up 
with a course. It’s gaining momentum. 
(Ressland) started developing a love-
ly proposal of what he wanted to do,” 
he said.

While some readers might think 
that this drone racing is basically radio 
controlled airplane racing, Dominguez 
begs to differ. “The thing on drones is 
when you think of piloting or see kids 
with remote control airplanes, this is 
different. This kind of piloting is FPV 
– first person view. How these guys fly 
these drones – they don’t sit in a chair; 
they are equipped on board with cam-
eras that shoot out of the drones and 

the pilots wear goggles that are cov-
ered with TV monitors. When you 
look at these guys, they look like a 
bunch of Stevie Wonders.”

That’s not to say that every drone 
pilot wears said goggles; in fact, 
Dominguez explained that cover-
ing one’s eyes can be a divisive top-
ic in the subculture of drone racing. 
“Some don’t wear goggles. They look 
at the TV monitors instead. The TV 
monitor guys think the goggle guys 
are stupid and the goggle guys think 
the TV monitor guys are stupid. I’ve 
been with them on test days, and 
they’re talking (expletive) about each 
other. It’s really funny; the braggado-
cio in mind games is a huge part of 
this,” he said.

The drone competition will feature 
California style high speed racing 
with 250 class multirotor air frames, 
typically with four or six motors. Cal-
ifornia style racing is a slightly small-
er course, but a much more challeng-
ing design as pilots must possess 
both speed and fast-twitch agil-
ity skills. The average size of these 
drones is approximately the size of 
two shoe boxes, weigh no more than 
600 grams, and their racing altitude 
is no more than 50 feet in a safe self-

contained area. The competition 
will attract 200 of the best pilots in 
the U.S. to compete for a total cash 
prize of $25,000 provided by Flying 
Grounds Inc. along with trophies, 
ribbons, and bragging rights for the 
participating pilots.

Pre-qualifying rounds and time tri-
als will take place on the first day of 
the event followed by the high-speed 
agility style racing on Friday. All races 
will take place on a professionally de-
signed course with features including 
under/over obstacles, slalom, hairpin 
turns and challenging gates. An invi-
tational freestyle acrobatic competi-
tion will also be included to showcase 
the best first person view (FPV) pi-
lots. Friday evening will showcase the 
championship rounds, awards and 
closing ceremonies.

Free public events (with paid fair 
admission) include “Drone Planet” 
pavilion that showcases companies 
and organizations in the drone ag-
riculture and racing industries, and 
the “Drone Hangar” featuring inven-
tors, air frame makers, with the lat-
est drone racing inventions. VIP Pit 
passes can be purchased for an addi-

See Drone races, page 22

State Fair:
Continued from page 4
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handyman
handyman SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic#
908942. Call Steven at 230-2114.

SUmmER CLEan-Up SpECIaLS!
Rain Gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, pressure 
washing/power spray, hauling, yard work,  painting, tree 
& shrub removal, clean-up, fence repairs, light tree 
trimming, & more. Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247. 18
yrs. exp.Specials for seniors. Licensed

#1 BookkEEPER
32 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

bookkEEpInG

#1 Tax pREpaRER
32 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including all State 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTEC Registered & Bonded. Please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, 
Nevada (775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

Tax pREpaRER

Classified ads work

Mattress savings up to 
75% off MSRP!! 

Overstock inventory from a 
National Mattress Distributor! 
Queen Plush! Top! Mattresses 

start at $150. All Mattresses are 
new in factory sealed packages. 

All sizes & comfort choices! 
Call to arrange your savings! 

Delivery available
916-661-2400

Se Habla Español (916) 505-4673 

We offer FAST PICKUP at a location
that is conveniently located near you.

CALL AND PLACE 
YOUR EVENT 

TODAY!
(916) 429-9901

YOUNG ACTORS STAGE
presents

Disney’s Peter Pan Jr.

Friday, August 7 at 7 p.m.
Saturday, August 8 at 1, 4 & 7 p.m.

Sunday, August 9, 1 & 4 p.m.

Tickets: General $12 & Children $10

More info at YoungActorsStage.com

24th Street Theater,
2791 24th Street, Sacramento

JFK CLASS OF ‘75 
40 YR  REUNION

September 26, 2015

7–10 p.m. Early bird ticket raffle!
For more information go to:

www.tinyurl.com/JFKennedy75

 at Scott’s Seafood
The Westin-Portofino Tent

Cabrillo Clubhouse
100th year Anniversary

October 4, 2015

Contact:
Cabrillo Club #5
P.O. Box 189280

Sacramento, CA 95818
J. McKay: 916-421-3312

Share your history of the hall.

Photo courtesy of Patty Colmer

The hours for Belle Cooledge Library, 5600 
South Land Park Drive, are as follows: Sun-
day and Monday: Closed; Tuesday: noon to 
8 p.m.; Wednesday and Thursday: 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.; Friday: 1 to 6 p.m.; Saturday: 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. For details, telephone the Sac-
ramento Public Library at 264-2920 or vis-
it www.saclibrary.org.

 
Family Blanket-Fort Storytime @ Belle 
Cooledge (Early Childhood (0-5))

Saturday, July 11 at 11 a.m.: Fam-
ilies are welcome to the library to join 
in the comfy confines of a blanket-fort, 
complete with flashlights. Children will 
hear stories, songs, finger plays and are 
welcome to “stay and play” afterward.   
A limited number of flashlights will be 
on hand -- if you have one bring one!  
This program is designed for ages 2-7. 

Saturday Sleuths Book Club @
Belle Cooledge (Book Club)

Saturday, July 11 at 2 p.m.: Join the 
library popular and classic mysteries 
are discussed. The July selection is “The 
Girl on the Train” by Paula Hawkins. 
Light refreshments will be served.

Baby Storytime @ Belle Cooledge 
(Early Childhood (0-5))

Tuesday, July 14 at 12:30 p.m.: Join 
the library for nursery rhymes, finger-

plays, simple stories, and songs designed 
to encourage a range of early literacy 
skills. This program is for children up 
to about 18 months old or until they are 
ready for toddler storytime. Each child 
must be accompanied by a participating 
adult.  Following the program, babies 
and their caregivers are invited to stay 
and play with activity learning toys.  

Noni’s Knit-Wits (Adult)
Tuesday, July 14 at 1:30 p.m.: On 

Tuesdays, enjoy a relaxing afternoon of 
knitting with fellow yarn enthusiasts. 
Anyone interested in knitting and cro-
cheting, even beginners, are welcome to 
join in. This is not an instructional class, 
but assistance is available. Bring your 
own supplies and a project to work on.

Sing Along with Mister Cooper @ Belle 
Cooledge (Early Childhood (0-5))

Wednesday, July 15 at 4 p.m.: Join 
neighborhood favorite Mr. Cooper for 
30 minutes of music time and freeze 
dancing for ages 3 to 7 years.

Rhythm in Film Series @ Belle 
Cooledge (Adult)

Thursday, July 16 at 1 p.m.: Join the 
library for the Rhythm in Film series, 
presenting great documentary films on 
the third Thursday of each month in 

June, July and August. July’s film is “Mad 
Hot Ballroom” (PG): A charming film 
that follows three groups of fifth graders 
from public schools in New York City 
as they practice and compete in a ball-
room dancing tournament. This pro-
gram is part of the Sacramento Public 
Library’s Summer Reading program. 

BJoin the library for nursery rhymes, 
fingerplays, simple stories, and songs de-
signed to encourage a range of early liter-
acy skills. This program is for children up 
to about 18 months old or until they are 
ready for toddler storytime. Each child 
must be accompanied by a participating 
adult.  Following the program  babies and 
their caregivers are invited to stay and 
play with activity learning toys.  

Noni’s Knit-Wits (Adult)
Tuesday, July 21 at 1:30 p.m.: On 

Tuesdays  enjoy a relaxing afternoon of 
knitting with fellow yarn enthusiasts. 
Anyone interested in knitting and cro-
cheting  even beginners  are welcome to 
join in. This is not an instructional class  
but assistance is available. Bring your 
own supplies and a project to work on.

Sing Along with Mister Cooper @ Belle 
Cooledge (Early Childhood (0-5))

Wednesday, July 22 at 4 p.m.: Join 
neighborhood favorite Mr. Cooper for 

30 minutes of music time and freeze 
dancing for ages 3 to 7 years.

Tween Book Club @ Belle 
Cooledge (School Age (6-12))

Thursday, July 23 at 4 p.m.: If 
you enjoy reading, eating, doing ac-
tivities and discussing books with 
other readers and you are around 
9 to 12 years old, the Tween Book 
Club at Belle Cooledge Library is 
just right for you!  At the July meet-
ing, “The Fourteenth Goldfish” by 
Jennifer Holm will be discussed 
Stop by the branch today and pick 
up a copy to read!   Snacks will be 
provided. 

Baby Storytime @ Belle Cooledge 
(Early Childhood (0-5))

Tuesday, July 28 at 12:30 p.m.: 
Join the library for nursery rhymes, 
fingerplays, simple stories, and 
songs designed to encourage a 
range of early literacy skills. This 
program is for children up to about 
18 months old or until they are 
ready for toddler storytime. Each 
child must be accompanied by a 
participating adult. Following the 
program, babies and their caregiv-
ers are invited to stay and play with 
activity learning toys.  

Upcoming events at the Belle Cooledge Library
Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

July

Mission Oaks Computer Club 

meeting
July 9: The Mission Oaks Computer 
Club will meet from 1 to 3 p.m. at Mis-
sion Oaks Community Center, 4701 
Gibbons Drive. The meeting will in-
clude a problem-solving clinic, led by 
Adam Lacey of Applications, Etc.  First-
time visitors are welcome.  For addition-
al information visit our website at
www.missionoakscomputerclub.org or send 
an email to  mocc@missionoakscomputer-
club.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Better choices, better health 

workshop
July 10 (start date): Better Choices is a 
series of two and a half hour held once 
a week for six weeks. Learn strategies to 
take control of your chronic conditions, 
lower your stress levels, and communi-
cate better with your doctor. The work-
shop, developed by the Stanford Univer-
sity Patient Education Research Center, 
is for people with chronic conditions like 
diabetes, high blood pressures, etc. Free 
pf charge. Pre-registration is required. 
Class will be held from 9:30 - noon be-
ginning July 10 at ACC Senior Servic-
es, 7334 Park City Drive. For details, call 
393-9026 ext 330, www.accsv.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 11 Open House
July 11: Fire Station 11, located 785 Flo-
rin Road, will have an open house from 2 to 
4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possibly mas-
cot Sparky.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

American-Portuguese Veteran’s 

Memorial Poker Tournament
July 11: There will be a poker tournament 
on July 11 at SPHSS Portuguese Hall, 
6676 Pocket Road. Doors open at 5:30 
p.m.; the tournament starts at 6:30 p.m. 
While this tournament will help fund the 

placement of a monument at the State 
Capitol to honor American-Portuguese 
that served the United States, it is also a 
template for other ethnic groups to have 
a similar monument. If the time comes 
for Chinese-American, Greek-American, 
Irish-American, Italian-American, Mexi-
can-American or any other ethnic gropus 
to place a monument, they will already 
have a blueprint for placement, which is 
required.  For those who wish to buy tick-
ets or sponsor the event can contact Ed-
dia Maria at 314-757-0474.  In regard to 
sponsorship, for $250 you will receive two 
entries into the tournament ($100 val-
ue) along with your business name and 
logo shown on a big screen in front of the 
room on a continuous loop for the dura-
tion of the event.  
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Medicare fraud workshop 
July 15: This workshop will discuss 
forms of Medicare fraud, how to pro-
tect yourself from becoming a victim, 
and how to report suspected fraud. the 
instructor will also explain the services 
available through the Health Insurance 
Counseling and Advocacy program. Free 
pf charge. Pre-registration is required. 
Class will be held from 1 to 2 p.m. at 
ACC Senior Services, 7334 Park City 

Drive. For details, call 393-9026 ext 330, 
www.accsv.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

MLK Spelling Bee
July 15-16: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Friends announce the 13th Annual MLK 
Spelling Bee to be held on Wednesday, 
July 15 and Thursday, July 16 from 1-
5 p.m. The bee is open for first through 
8th graders. There will be contests for 
grades 1,2,4, and 5 on Wednesday; con-
tests for grades 3,6,7,8 will be held on 
Thursday. Pick up spelling lists at Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Library, 7340 24th 
St. Bypass, Sacramento 95822.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 13 Open House
July 18: Fire Station 13, located at 1100 
43rd Ave., will have an open house from 
2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possibly 
mascot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 15 Open House
July 25: Fire Station 15, located at 1591 
Newborough Dr., will have an open house 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possi-
bly mascot Sparky. 

August

Fire Station 18 Open House
Aug. 1: Fire Station 18, located at 746 
North Market Blvd., will have an open 
house from 2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and 
possibly mascot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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tional fee of $15 and includes 
field-level viewing and access 
to the flyers prep area.

FPV drone racing has be-
come a wildly popular hobby 
in the past 12 months, yet the 
use of drones remains an issue 
for public debate with respect 
to commercial use. In addition 
to the racing excitement at the 
National Championships, in-
dustry experts from organi-
zations such as the AMA, 
and the National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration 
(NASA) plan to attend and 
share the latest information 
about drone technology, poli-
cies and regulations.

Aside from Jeff ’s involve-
ment with the fair, there 
are many other Sacramen-
to neighborhood highlights, 
which include (but are in no 
way limited to the following): 

The announcement of Sac-
ramentan Keith Breedlove 
as the official chef for the 
state fair. This is the first time 
the California State Fair has 
had an official chef to repre-
sent and share the fair’s mis-
sion and goals for sustainable 
and healthy ways of cultivat-
ing and preparing California 
specialties from the farm to 
the plate. The knowledge and 
passion “Culinerdy” Breed-
love has for food will amaze 
California cuisine lovers 
with #TheBest culinary de-
lights, picked fresh from the 
Save Mart 3-acre farm, which 
is run most entirely by Sac-
ramento State University 
graduate Alicia Kot.

Breedlove gained an interest 
for food at an early age, learning 
cooking techniques and how 
to barbecue from his greatest 
mentor, his grandfather, Papa 
Dale Breedlove. In 1987, he 
entered the culinary profes-
sion and his dream of becom-
ing a chef became reality with a 
farm-to-fork style of cuisine.

Breedlove, will be available 
each day of the fair to give live, 
educational cooking demon-
strations. Breedlove will also 
represent the state fair at var-
ious events leading up to and 
during the fair.

“My passion lies in bringing 
you flavorful international in-
spired California cuisine re-
interpreted using a combina-
tion of modern and traditional 
techniques, assuring every 
meal is prepared with an inge-
nious, nerdy and slightly crazy 
approach,” says Breedlove.

Out in the world of beer 
winners, Arden resident 
Matt Johnson and Ama-
dor Brewing Company were 
the winners for their “British 
Dark Mild” beer, beating out 
more than 1,000 entries, stat-
ed Dominguez.

In the world of arts and enter-
tainment, much can be said about 
the vast amount of talent hailing 
from Sacramento. It appears the 
final results for the Youth Arts 
competition are in, and there are 
a number of first place winners 
from St. Francis High School.

Over on the Groupon 
Stage, there is a mix of mu-
sic and entertainment but 
this stage tends to have more 
in the way of music. This year, 
The Cheeseballs and Won-
derbread 5, which are well 

known bands, will entertain 
crowds. 

On the PG&E Center 
Stage, local Jazzercise class-
es will be performing on Sun-
day, July 12; gymnasts from 
Land Park’s Planet Gym-
nastics will take the stage on 
Tuesday, July 14, East Sac-
ramento dancers from Fan-
cy Feet will be performing 
on July 24 and 26. East Sac-
ramento mom, Melissa Jef-
fers Russell, said her daugh-
ter Emma is “very excited to 
perform at the fair.  She will 
be doing ballet to Part of Your 
World with other girls from 
her class (at Fancy Feet).”

Land Park children’s au-
thor Kate David will be in 
the California Author Ex-
hibit on the ground floor in 
Building A/B on Tuesday, 
July 14, Saturday, July 18 and 
Tuesday, July 21 from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Kate is the author 
of “Murphy and the Magical 
Hat” (2012) and “McKay and 
the Magical Hat” (2014).

Pocket artist Christopher 
Williams will be showing his 
art July 18-21 in Building 7 
of the Expo Center. Christo-
pher has produced roughly 
200 paintings, including com-
missioned pieces. At a recent 
Friends of the Robbie Wa-
ters Pocket-Greenhaven Li-
brary after hours celebration, 
he showed a wide assortment 
of pieces, including two from 
his Mama Fonju jazz series, 
a master copy of John singer 
sergeants Madam X, and Soul 
of a Woman. Additionally, he 
had 11×17-inch prints of his 
past paintings. On the spot, 
at the event, Christopher 
drew a pencil sketch of Otter-

by Reading, the Sacramento 
Public Library’s mascot.

Upcoming shows include 
the Sacramento Comic Con in 
August and Sac Anime in Sep-
tember. He also paints live ev-
ery Second Saturday at Com-
ics & Collectibles, located at 
the corner of Freeport Boule-
vard and Fruitridge Road.

After he graduated from 
Plaza Robles High School 
in his hometown, his family 
moved to Sacramento. And 
now a Pocket resident for the 
past 10 years and employee 
at Apple Inc. in Elk Grove, 
The Black da Vinci, as he calls 
himself, is now making a try 
at art as a full time career.

You see, his father, Don-
ald, one of Christopher’s main 
sources of inspiration and en-
couragement, passed away ear-
lier this year with the last words 
said to his son as “I’m very 
proud of you, son” on Jan. 5. 
Those words, spoken to Chris-
topher over the phone after the 
artist was interviewed by FOX 
40 at Sac Anime, resonated in 
the budding artist whose work 
varies tremendously in style 
from piece to piece.

Pocket resident David 
Chin won first place in the 
toy category for his display 
of a 2-foot-tall wooden Ferris 
wheel, which will be shown in 
Building 8 during the course 
of the entire fair. Made of 
pine, the Ferris wheel’s ma-
terials came from Home De-
pot, which means the wood 
is “bottom end. I hate to say 
that,” jokes David. 

About him entering his 
work into the fair, David re-
called, “I said put it in a catego-
ry where you think it belongs; 
(on the display), there are 31 
little people and one dog.” Last 
fall, David won first place in a 
wood show contest at Wood-
craft on Folsom Boulevard for 
a wood train he carved. David 
belongs to the Capital Wood-
carvers Association, which 
meets at the Arden Park Rec-
reation Center, 1000 La Sier-
ra Drive from 7 to 9 p.m. every 
second Tuesday for business, 
guest speaker and show and 
tell. The group also meets at 
that time on the fourth Tues-
day for informal carving and 
class project carving. 

Former Land Park resident 
Ashley Fajardo, 31, an award-
winning equestrian vaulter, 
will be performing every night 
at the state fair at 8 p.m.

Equestrian vaulting, which 
can be explained as gymnas-
tics and dancing on horses, 

has been a part of Ashley’s life 
since she was 9 years old. Af-
ter the death of her parents, 
she was taken in by her fa-
ther’s friend, Michelle Sol-
orzano, the owner of Crown 
Capall, a spawn of Nu Bal-
ance Vaulters. According to 
the business’s website, enter-
tainment has always had a 
special place within the club, 
then in 2001 Crown Capall 
split away from the compet-
itive Nu Balance team to fo-
cus specifically on entertain-
ing. With endless tricks that 
can be choreographed, Ash-
ley’s favorite trick consists of 
“ground jumps,” which she 
explains as sliding down the 
side of a horse, landing on 
the ground and then jumping 
back onto it, all whilst the an-
imal is in movement. “I used 
to compete all over. I was on 
a traveling team, and compet-
ed in Europe a lot. That was 
when I was younger. In junior 
high, I spent a lot of time trav-
eling. When I stopped that 
team, I still competed here in 
the U.S., then I started doing 
performance stuff, big shows 
that were not so much on the 
competitive side. I still coach 
and help out with the horses.” 

A local gal, Ashley attended 
C.K. McClatchy High School, 
California Middle School, 
Crocker-Riverside Elemen-
tary, and for nine years, she 
worked at the Riverside Club-
house. Having lived in the city 
and being a “horse person,” 
she had friends ask, “’Who is 
this crazy girl who likes hors-
es?’ No one liked horses in 
Land Park,” she said.  

Ashley recently moved to 
Newcastle where she has 2 
and a half acres of land and 
just bought the first horse of 
her own, which she named 
Ben and is of a gaited horse va-
riety called a Tennessee Walk-
ing Horse. “(Ben) is not going 
to be for vaulting, but will be 
for riding purposes,” she says.

While a student at Califor-
nia Middle School, Ashley 
was on an international trav-
eling team, whose owner was 
part of the Hearst family. “It 
was a very highly competitive 
team,” Ashley said. “Everything 
was given to us, the best of ev-
erything. We even had horses 
that were stationed in Europe 
to vault on. One coach has a 
team in Holland.” Ashley said 
she was going to apply for Mc-
Clatchy’s competitive Human-
ities and International Studies 

Program program, but decided 
against it due to her demand-
ing schedule, though most 
of her teachers were under-
standing of her extracurricu-
lar activities. She recalls taking 
school work home on Thurs-
day and traveling to Wood-
side (Bay Area) to practice. “I 
did homework on planes there 
and back. We practiced with 
the club here and we’d go there 
on the weekends.”

With regard to the fair, Ash-
ley said it has always been a 
part of her life. And, as a long-
time fair entertainer, she has 
experienced much change at 
the fairgrounds. “Things were 
different when I was younger. 
It was family there; we got to 
camp out. They don’t let peo-
ple camp anymore. We used 
to share food and things (with 
other campers). It was a differ-
ent generation that was super 
cool. We still get to see people 
you don’t get to see (through 
out the rest of the year). It’s al-
ways nice because the fair is not 
our biggest show, but it is easier 
for people to come see you.”

Amongst her most mem-
orable fair experiences, was 
one that occurred 10 years 
ago when her then-boyfriend, 
Fernando proposed to her on 
horseback at the end of one 
of her shows. This year will 
be their 9-year wedding an-
niversary! “He was going to 
take me to Disneyland, but 
he knew that wasn’t going to 
happen because we were get-
ting ready for the fair. It was 
a Sunday night. We were per-
forming ‘Chicago’ on horse-
back. Afterward, we (the per-
formers) were saying thank 
you (to the audience) and to 
have a nice night. Then, all 
of a sudden, music from the 
(Adam Sandler movie) ‘Wed-
ding Singer’ started playing. It 
was ‘Grow Old With You.’ I 
was totally shocked and (him) 
being on a horse threw me off.” 
Asked if she was complete-
ly taken aback by the unique 
proposal, Ashley laughed say-
ing she thought Fernando was 
breaking up with her “because 
he wasn’t around. He disap-
peared, but he just couldn’t 
keep a secret. “

Ashley said equestrian 
vaulting has brought so much 
joy and opportunity in her 
life. “I got to pair up with su-
per cool acts like with Clay 
Meirs who double rides hors-
es. He invited us to do show 

with him. We got to do the 
Friesian Extravaganza. Frie-
sians are the big black horses. 
We’ve done a show with The 
Riata Ranch Cowboy Girls (a 
group that performs at vari-
ous events across the coun-
try and globe). They’ve been 
around a long time. We go to 
real big shows. I’ve definitely 
been blessed by that and do 
so many things.”

Sacramento City Col-
lege art professor Robyn 
Waxman wrote this publica-
tion describing her students’ 
achievements and their par-
ticipation in the state fair. 

All of her students are stu-
dent-designers of Flagship 
Design Studio, the Graphic 
Communication Studio class 
(GCOM 490). 

Flagship Design Studio 
typically takes two to three 
awards each year in the Cali-
fornia State Fair for the pro-
fessional quality work they 
design. The process includes 
client meetings, heavy art di-
rection, and many revisions so 
the work is molded into some-
thing students include in their 
professional portfolios and cli-
ents are able to use for a long 
time afterward. The students 
this year have never won an 
award like this before, so they 
are thrilled to receive an hon-
or for the studio that they can 
include on their resumes and 
talk about at future job inter-
views, said Waxman.

Flagship Design Studio 
Designers Cyrus Maglinte, 
Carlos Vasquez, Johnnesper 
Pimentel and Ethan Pow-
ell won Outstanding Group 
Project and the California 
Graphic Arts Association 
Education Award. “This proj-
ect included the materials to 
promote our Year End Show 
in Graphic Communica-
tion, a student-showcase ex-
hibit featuring the best work 
this school year in the Graph-
ic Communication Depart-
ment. This year’s show used 
the theme of ‘Board Games’ 
and work included four post-
ers, a large interactive board 
game, post cards, and ‘Best of 
Class’ awards,” said Waxman.

Additionally, Flagship De-
sign Studio Designers Cyrus 
Maglinte, Andreana Schudy, 
Carlos Vasquez and Johnne-
sper Pimentel won honor-
able mention for their 5-min-
ute video that introduces the 
EOPS program at Sacramen-
to City College, interview-
ing counselors, students, and 
alumni whose successes were 

linked to the EOPS program. 
The video can be seen at 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=WRpOpjRVfDQ.

“Our students in the Flag-
ship Design Studio are trained 
to be design professionals. 
They are introduced to “real 
world” experiences and sce-
narios working in our studio. 
Each semester we accept be-
tween 5–9 clients from the 
Sacramento Community and 
SCC campus departments. 
Primarily we design work for 
nonprofits, start ups, and fi-
nancially strapped entities at 
low costs. The money we raise 
supports student portfolios, 
buys supplies and profession-
al equipment that students do 
not normally have access to, 
and pays for the Flagship De-
sign Studio swag that design 
students wear with pride. The 

students gain experience writ-
ing proposals and invoices, 
working in design teams, com-
municating with a client, inte-
grating client and art director 
feedback, and presenting their 
work,” Waxman said.

“To have our work shown 
at the fair and to be hon-
ored with first place, where 
our work is compared, pre-
sumably, against many oth-
er groups is quite an achieve-
ment. To me, it means the 
work our team at Flagship 
Studio did was really good 
and our designs were strong. 

Asked if he was surprised 
by the award, Cyrus said, 
“yes, and at the same time, ‘no.’ 
When I say ‘no,’ I’m not say-
ing that I expected to win, but 
I knew that our group had 
done good work. Our team at 
Flagship Studio worked real-

ly well together and we gen-
erally enjoyed working on the 
project. So, when I say ‘yes’, 
it’s to say that I had no idea 
how well pour project would 
do against the many potential 
candidates we may have had 
to compete against.”

Cyrus’ long term goal is 
to be a video game designer, 
creating 3D art and UI as-
sets. “At least, that’s how I be-
gan when I first started tak-
ing classes from the GCOM 
department at SCC,” he said. 
“However, as my studies have 
expanded, I have also become 
interested in information ar-
chitecture and web design.”

Finally, in the world of pol-
itics, Sacramentan Darrow 
Sprague, will be coordinating 
the scheduling of volunteers 
for the Sacramento Demo-
cratic Party booth this year.

See horse dancing, page 23

Drone races:
Continued from page 4

Horse dancing:
Continued from page 22
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for current home listings, please visit:

DUNNIGANREALTORS.COM

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

LAND PARK CHARMER
This 3 bedroom home lovingly maintained and restored has an 
updated kitchen with custom black and white tile and a breakfast 
nook. Large living room with fi replace, hardwood fl oors, formal din-
ing room, tankless hot water heater, central heat and air. Tree-lined 
backyard with a large patio is perfect for entertaining. $529,000

CHERYL NIGHTINGALE 849-1220

HIDDEN GEM!
This 4 bedroom 2½ bath will remind you of a European 
villa with a beautiful backyard garden! Fantastic kitchen 
plus casual and formal eating areas. A master suite, family 
room and home offi ce. A pleasure to see and a treasure to 
own. $737,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

SOUTH LAND PARK
Hello Sunshine! Delightful mid-century ranch in South Land 
Park. Beautifully maintained and immaculate. 4 bedrooms, 2½ 
baths, 2000 square feet on .22 acre. Pella dual pane windows 
- really, really nice. $415,000

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

MID CENTURY MASTERPIECE
High style Mid century masterpiece; refreshed and updated! Dou-
ble door entry invites you into spacious living and dining areas with 
soaring ceilings and sunken living room. Double sided fi replace.  
Recently remodeled kitchen boasts a center island, stainless 
appliances, granite and synthetic counters. $399,900

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

FRANK “SQUEAKY” WILLIAMS DUPLEX
Designed and built by Frank Squeaky Williams, this exceptional 
all brick corner duplex was originally designed as a model to 
display different fi nishes available for homes being built in the 
neighborhood.  Beautifully maintained and updated one bedroom 
units with new kitchens. Land Park at its best! $579,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

EXCEPTIONAL FRANCIS COURT
Paradise is personal but this might just be it - An elegant 
handsome home that brings the outdoors in. The formal dining 
room and master bedroom open out to a Michael Glassman 
designed yard with an outdoor fi replace, steel arbor, mister 
and beautiful landscape. A delightful home. $798,000

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

CURTIS PARK AREA 4-PLEX
Minutes from downtown, freeways, McGeorge Law School, City 
College, Med Center and DMV. Super easy to rent, very well 
maintained. Four 1 bed 1 bath units, room for 2 cars to park 
in the back and street parking. Newer roof and gutters, dual 
pane windows, painted 2½ years ago. $487,500

LISA MCCAULEY 601-5474

HOLLYWOOD PARK CUTE
Hollywood Park Cutie! Easy living in this remodeled 3 bedroom, 
1 bath home. Great kitchen with granite counters and stainless 
steel appliances looks out to the spacious back yard. Newer 
roof, HVAC, kitchen and bath. Make this beautiful home yours 
today! $329,900 

JAMIE RICH 612-4000

ADORABLE LAND PARK
This 2 bedroom home needs some TLC but will shine again 
with a little work. You spacious layout, formal living room with 
coved ceilings and fi replace, built-ins, large formal dining room, 
cozy kitchen with nook, wood fl oors, covered patio and cute 
pergola in side yard. $384,000

ERIN STUMPF 342-1372

for current home listings, please visit:

DUNNIGANREALTORS.COM

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®
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