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Happy Holidays!

Myles McMahon, Broker / Owner

916-205-5995
Myles@McMahonPhillips.com
www.McMahonPhillips.com
CalBRE# 01394956 www.landpark .homes

TOP 6 REASONS
You Should List With Myles McMahon

CALL Myles:  Choosing The Right Realtor DOES Make A Difference!

1 Experience
2 Integrity
3 Professionalism

• Lifetime Masters Club Member
• 1 of 101 (out of 15,340 agents) to receive 

the Five Star Award 5 consecutive years

4 Perseverance
5 Enthusiasm
6 Myles knows Land Park 

and Curtis Park!

Local Knowledge: 
Process Expertise: 
Responsiveness:
Negotiation Skills: 

My Agent – Myles McMahon

– Mark Andrews

“Extremely knowledgeable and helpful in both buying 
and selling my home. Responds quickly and gets 
things done right away. Working with Myles and his 
staff made the process easy and stress-free” 

Experience + Energy = Great Results

5100 Freeport Blvd
(corner of Arica Way & Freeport Blvd.) 

916.457.2767

Gold & Silver 
LAND PARK 

Jewelry
Rare Coins 

UNWANTED BROKEN 
GOLD OR SILVER? 

Turn It Into Cash! 
We Buy and Sell Gold, Silver, Jewelry, Coins 
Call for Today’s Rates on Scrap Gold 916.457.2767 

LIC# 34041416 

Ring Down-Size
$15.00

Most Rings
(Some Restrictions Apply) Expires 12/31/16 LP

Watch Batteries
$5.00+Tax

Installed - per watch
(Some Restrictions Apply) Expires 12/31/16 LP

Ring Up-Size
$35.00
Most Rings. Up to 2 Sizes

(Some Restrictions Apply) Expires 12/31/16 LP

Hours: Mon-Fri: 11-6pm, Sat: 11-5pm, Sun: Closed 

State of the Art Jewelry Repair and Metal Diagnostics 

Sell your gold with confidence Sell your gold with confidence 

A Family Shop 

Letter tO the editOr 
november 25, 2016

Dear editor,

(Editor’s Note: Th e following Letter to the Editor 
was originally sent to Mr. Julian Castro, HUD 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development)

I am presently a resident of the Land Park 
(LP) community, located in Sacramento, Cal-
ifornia 95818 and have owned and resided in 
residences in Upper Land Park (ULP) and LP 
since 1983. I am also a Board member of the 
Land Park Community Association (LPCA).  
Th e issues of the continued development of the 
Choice Neighborhoods Initiative Marina Vis-
ta-Alder Grove greatly concern the residents 
of ULP, LP and surrounding communities.  

The Sacramento Housing Redevelopment 
Agency (SHRA) continues to incorpo-
rate Low Income Housing, aka-Affordable 
Housing, Public Housing (PH), Govern-
ment Subsidized Housing into the ULP 
and LP areas, by whatever means desired.  
This additional utilization of ULP and LP 
neighborhoods includes the purchase and 
renovation of the Land Park Woods, a Low 
Income Housing project subsidized under 
the Tax Credit Program. This additional 
incentive of increasing such housing favors 
Developers and satisfies Government ob-
jectives without impact consideration to the 
established, surrounding communities. 

In April 2016, the Sacramento Housing Re-
development Agency (SHRA) placed con-
troversial fl yers on doors of residents of the 
Marina Vista-Alder Grove (MV-AG) Public 
Housing Development, in Sacramento. Th e 
fl yers were “out of touch”, “demeaning”, “insen-
sitive” and “racist“. Th e fl yers featured Afri-
can American women saying, “I still ain’t got 
hired nowhere!” Residents and City Council 
members demanded answers from SHRA, 
as SHRA’s fl yer portrayal of low-income res-
idents was off ensive.  Attachment 1, www.

sacbee.com/news/local/article72959177.
html.  

With the holidays approaching, Homi-
cides, Crime, Dumping and Environmen-
tal Issues in the PH development of Choice 
Neighborhood Initiative MV-AG contin-
ue to be an issue.  These issues inclusively 
affect the PH, ULP, LP residents and sur-
rounding Sacramento neighborhoods.  

Recently, The Sacramento Police De-
partment reported Homicides occurred at 
the MV-AG PH location when they found 
three AG residents dead in an AG PH unit.  
The suspect in these murders has been iden-
tified and is still at-large, “Three found dead 
at Alder Grove housing project, Sacramen-
to Bee.” 

Attachment 2, www.sacbee.comnews/local/
crime/article108614687.html  
1. Suspicious dumping of unwanted furni-
ture, appliances, garbage, etc. in surround-
ing neighborhoods continues to be an issue.  
In October 2016, ULP residents contacted 
and reported discarded couches, in and ad-
jacent to the PH.  On October 21, 2016 the 
District Director for Councilmember Steve 
Hansen, District 4, Consuelo Hernandez ca-
hernandez@cityofsacramento.org, advised, 
“Th anks. I’ll report the couches and ask that 
they be picked up.  No need to wait on hold 
with 311.”  Attachment 3. 

On September 9, 2016, the Sacramento Bee 
published an article, based on a University Cal-
ifornia Davis (UCD) study that included part 
of the LP neighborhood.  Th e study mapped 
environmental and economic stresses in MV-
AG PH, identifi ed as Tract 6067002200.  In 
their summary, they noted that 91-95% falls 
within the range of Cal Enviro Screening 
Scores, there is an estimated unemployment 
rate of 17.9% and the tract scored in the bot-
tom 20% in several environmental categories.  
Attachment 4,   www.sacbee.com/site-servic-
es/databases/article100733297.html.   

See HUD, page 4
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PENDING

CURTIS PARK
A cottage cutie on Weller Way. Hardwood floors, 3 

bedroom and 2 bathrooms, water heater on demand, 

fireplace, inside laundry room, detached garage

with large separate workshops attached. Lemon 

and orange trees.

1320 Weller Way $495,000

Sue Olson
916-601-8834
sue@sueolson.net
CalBRE# 00784986

landparkhomes.com

Teresa Olson
916-494-1452

teressa.olson@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE# 01880615

LAND PARK
Charming two bedrom tudor with original details.

Formal living room with fireplace, formal dininig 

room, original kitchen, inside laundry, wood floors, 

small bonus room with closet, cental h & a, and 

landcaped gardens.

928 Vallejo Way $429,000

Hollywood Park businesses 
lit up for the holidays
By MonICa Stark

Decking the aisles with boughs 
of tinsel and lights is just the be-
ginning for Hollywood Park 
businesses, Hollywood Hard-
ware and Panama Pottery, as 
displays of festive art pieces have 
brought holiday magic to the re-
tail shelves. Hollywood Hard-
ware loves Christmas so much 
they started decorating the store 
with decorated Christmas trees 
and you’ll have to check out 
their “Upside Down Christmas 
tree.” Additionally, carnival rides 
have arrived to their miniature 
“Magical Village.” 

At Panama Pottery, Maria Var-
gas decorated the “cash register 
room” for the lack of a better term 

with tiny paper mache donkeys 
and kitschy mid-century Christ-
mas decor, including fake silvery-
white trees. She’s also fi lled the 
“cash register room” with mosaic 
art pieces made by students from 
the Short Center DDSO (De-
velopmental Disabilities Service 
Organization). Maria said in the 
New Year she hopes to stop sell-
ing pots that have been made in 
China, stating that there are many 
excellent local artists whom she’d 
like to promote instead.

Hollywood Hardware is located at 
5303 Freeport Blvd.
Panama Pottery is located at 4421 
24th St.
Th e photo cover was taken at Pan-
ama Pottery.
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In accordance with the ulp-
broadway website, HUD/
SHRA is inconsistent their 
own safety and security rep-
resentations in their website, 
where under Introduction, 
Housing it states, “Reimagine 
the distressed Marina Vista 
and Alder Grove properties 
as high-quality, environmen-
tally- sustainable mixed-in-
come communities that is 
physically and socially inte-
grated with the surrounding 
neighborhoods.”  In review of 
both statements in the same 
document, the reality of the 
PH is noted in Chapter 2, un-
der Neighborhood, in pages 
2-30-Crime Context, it states 
“Most of the crime that does 
occur in the neighborhood, 
both violent and property is 
concentrated within the Ma-
rina Vista and Alder Grove 
communities.”  Attachment 
5, ulpbroadway.com/resourc-
es/8-TransformationPlanpdf.  

According to statistical 
information contained in 
area vibes website, the over-
all crime rate in ULP is 70% 
higher than the national aver-
age.  For every 100,000 peo-
ple, 13.29 crimes occur daily 
in ULP. Another contribut-
ing factor in ‘crime prevention’ 
or the lack, there of, is that 
Residents and Neighbors of 
MV-AG do not want to get 
involved.  When I along with 
other LP and ULP neighbors 
attended SHRA MV-AG 
Workshops, we learned from 
MV-AG residents that they 
did not want to report crimes.  
MV-AG residents stated that 
although they were victims 
and witnesses and/or had 
knowledge of crimes, they did 
not report crimes to the PH 
Managers, for fear of being la-
beled a ‘SNITCH’ or ‘RAT‘.  

They further feared retalia-
tion should they get involved.  
For the Safety & Securi-
ty of the Residents of MV-
AG, LP, ULP and surround-
ing communities, Homicides, 
Crime, Dumping, and En-
vironmental Issues need to 
cease.  From 1992-1996 Sac-
ramento Police Department 
had two patrol officers initi-
ate the Problem Oriented Po-
licing (POP).  The full-time 
presence of the two police of-
ficers saw a dramatic decrease 
of crime in the PH commu-
nity.  Due to budget cuts, this 
program no longer exists even 
though crime continues to 
increase in the PH commu-
nity.  Attachment 6, www.
areavibes.com/sacramen-
to-ca/upper+land+park/
crime/:   

Presently, MV-AG con-
sists of 751 units, and 
makes up 44% of Sacramen-
to’s PH.  This makes MV-
AG the third largest concen-
tration of PH in California 
following Hunters Point in 
San Francisco and Watts in 
Los Angeles.  The HUD, 
SHRA and Choice Neigh-
borhood Initiative MV-AG 
are focusing on removing 
the 751 units and replac-
ing them with 1200 to 1500 
units.  From the develop-
er’s perspective, developers 
report that there are great-
er profit incentives to house 
non-income and low-income 
tenants.

2. According to informa-
tion contained in TREND-
VISION-Metro List MLS-
HOUSE Values, the LP area 
of Sacramento, CA. includes 
ULP, and MV-AG PH land.  
LP LAND VALUES and 
HOUSING PRICES, by far, 
are one of the most sought af-

See Letter, page 9

HUD:
Continued from page 2
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(Editor’s Note: As many Land 
Parkers know, the City has un-
dertaken a significant street re-
paving initiative as a follow-up 
to the installation of water me-
ters. Unfortunately, there were 
a number of challenges in im-
plementation. Councilmember 
Jay Schenirer asked transporta-
tion folks to send a memo de-
tailing the challenges and plan 
for moving forward. See below 
for their response.)

As it has been reported, the 
City of Sacramento Depart-
ment of Public Works has en-
tered a construction contract to 
resurface roadways in the Land 
Park, Curtis Park, Pocket and 
Natomas areas. There have 
been numerous impacts to res-
idents and the traveling public. 
In an effort to inform our cus-
tomers and maintain transpar-
ency of City operations, we are 
releasing this memorandum 
to provide project informa-
tion and answers to frequently 
asked questions.

• What is this project? 
What is its scope and 
schedule?

The project purpose is to 
provide various resurfacing 
treatments to City roadways 
within the Pocket, Land Park, 
Curtis Park, and Natomas ar-
eas. These treatments are a 
preventative maintenance 
measure intended to extend 
the design life of the road-
ways and are a critical com-
ponent of the City’s pavement 
maintenance activities. This 
project was initially sched-
uled to be substantially com-
pleted in the month of Oc-
tober but was delayed due to 
a wetter than usual month. 
To date, the initial resurfac-
ing work (not including clean 
up, striping, and repairs) has 
been completed within the 
Pocket, Land Park, and Cur-
tis Park areas. Due to the fall-
ing temperatures, all remain-
ing resurfacing work has been 
halted until spring and warm-
er temperatures. The contrac-
tor will still be on site in the 
coming weeks performing site 
cleanup, placing striping at 
critical locations, and adjust-
ing utility covers.

• Why were there issues 
with the drying/curing of 
the resurfacing materials?

The recent issues with this 
project are largely due to 

lower than optimum ambi-
ent and pavement tempera-
tures. Although the City has 
had success performing slur-
ry seals in later months dur-
ing previous year’s projects, 
this project included many 
City streets that remain 
shaded almost the entire day 
due to the neighborhood’s 
tree canopy. We are work-
ing closely with our contrac-
tor to address the issues that 
have arisen as a result. Ad-
ditionally, we are making ev-
ery effort to catalog and re-
spond to resident concerns 
in a timely fashion.

• My car has paving 
material all over it from 
driving on recently 
resurfaced roadways. What 
do I do?

The City has received 
many complaints from res-
idents who have gotten as-
phaltic material on their 
vehicles due to roads be-
ing opened prior to dry-
ing sufficiently. Our con-
tractor, Valley Slurry Seal, 
has established a process by 
which residents can file a 
claim and have their vehicle 
cleaned. They have set up 
a cleaning service that will 
come to residents to mini-
mize inconvenience. 

The process for submitting 
a claim is as follows:

1. Contact Valley Slur-
ry Seal (VSS) at (916) 373-
1500 to request a claim form.

2. Submit a completed 
claim form to VSS’s claims 
manager Victri Wackford 
at Victri.wackford@slurry.
com. You will need to include 
a description of where/when 
the incident occurred, pho-
tos of the damage, and proof 
of vehicle ownership.3. VSS 
will process your claim to 
verify the location of the in-
cident and then make ar-
rangements to have your ve-
hicle cleaned.

VSS is diligently working 
through these claims. Resi-
dents are encouraged to be 
patient and work through the 
claims process that VSS has 
put in place.

• There is gravel all over 
my street. How is the City 
going to fix this?

Street sweeping activi-
ties are currently underway. 
The contractor will be run-
ning multiple sweeping crews 

to expedite the process. This 
process will take some time 
due to the number of streets, 
the amount of on-street park-
ing, and the volume of fallen 
leaves in most of the project 
area.

• The resurfacing in my 
neighborhood is not 
smooth, extends onto the 
gutter, and has created 
a mess on sidewalks, 
driveways etc. How is the 
City going to fix this?

It is important to under-
stand that this project is not 
yet complete and the work is 
under warranty. 

The contractor must 
achieve City acceptance of 
the work before they are re-
leased at the end of the job. 
As with any City construc-
tion project, our inspectors 
will review all work per-
formed, develop a punchlist 
of items that will need to 
be addressed, and require 
the contractor to repair 
anything found to be defi-
cient before the Contractor 
is released and paid their 
retention.

There are quality issues 
that need to be addressed af-
ter the initial construction 
of any roadway project. This 
project is no different. City 
inspectors have been care-
fully reviewing the work that 

have been completed and 
documenting issues and re-
pair work that will require 
the contractor’s attention. 
At this time we are only ad-
dressing issues which may 
present a safety concern. We 
will not direct our contractor 
to remove and replace any 
defective sealing work until 
the spring unless absolutely 
necessary.

Residents should also be 
aware that seals may have mi-
nor ruts or ridges upon their 
initial placement but this is 
normal and the aesthetics 
generally improve over time 
with exposure to traffic.

• There are issues with the 
striping that was placed 
after the resurfacing. What 
is the plan to address these 
issues?

Some streets have received 
striping where none existed 
before. We have not changed 
the designation of your 
street. These markings were 
added to provide enhanced 
channelization of vehicles 
and safety for active modes 
of travel (bicyclists and pe-
destrians). We have typically 
painted a short stripe at each 
leg of an intersection or pro-
vided shared lane markings 
on the road for cyclists at 
locations where these com-
plaints have been received.

We have identified sev-
eral locations where traf-
fic striping was placed and 
the work is not acceptable. 
In these areas the strip-
ing will be removed and re-
placed. Some of this work 
may occur this winter and 
some will be deferred to the 
spring for warmer weath-
er. This is determined on a 
case by case basis. Any lo-
cation where the issue pres-
ents a safety concern will be 
addressed immediately.

There are a number of 
things that should have been 
done differently on this proj-
ect. We apologize for the in-
convenience and impacts ex-
perienced by our customers. 
At this time we are working 
with the contractor to ad-
dress the many issues and 
concerns being expressed to 
us by local residents. Quali-
ty customer service is an im-
portant part of the culture 
at the Department of Pub-
lic Works and we have fallen 
well short of our goals with 
this project. We will con-
tinue to strive for improve-
ment in this area with the 
remainder of this and future 
projects. For any questions 
or concerns regarding this 
project please contact the 
Project Manager Josh Wer-
ner at JWerner@cityofsac-
ramento.org.

Some questions answered regarding the street paving project affecting Land Park
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Sacramento's own
Mighty Kong Muffins
are now available at

Taylor’s Market
Kobasic’s Candies

in Land Park!

Get yours today!
Taylor’s Market: 2900 Freeport Blvd

Kobasic’s Candies: 5324 Riverside Blvd

By Monica Stark

At a high school where the 
student population does not 
boast a very large talent pool 
for softball players, 5-foot-1-
inch second baseman Kiana 
Lee stands tall above her John 
F. Kennedy teammates, and 
as of last month accepted an 
offer to become an academic-
athlete and play softball at the 
highest collegiate level. 

As most of her fellow se-
nior classmates are current-
ly turning in college appli-
cations, Kiana committed 
herself to UC Davis, a Divi-
sion-1 university.

For awhile, Kiana didn’t 
even want to play college soft-
ball, but she realized after all 
the hard work she’s put into 
the sport, she’d work even 
harder to get noticed by re-
cruiters.  She sent out hun-
dreds of emails, made hun-
dreds of phone calls, so when 
the news came that UC Davis 
wanted her to play on their 
team, Kiana “was just real-
ly happy. I think I cried three 
times,” she said. Academical-
ly attractive to recruiters, Ki-

ana’s small size on the other 
hand created some difficulty 
in getting noticed. So, she put 
her education first. “It’s a big 
relief,” she said. 

To her parents Kevin Lee 
and Meena Chan Lee, Kiana 
is a role model to many young 
girls with lofty ambitions. 
“She is proof that no matter 
where you come from or what 
your obstacles are, with the 
right attitude, perseverance, 
and support, pretty much 
anything is possible to child 
wanting to fulfill their biggest 
dreams,” Kevin Lee said. 

Ever since a little girl, Kiana 
has wanted to attend UC Da-
vis for its veterinary program, 
but more recently neurolo-
gy, psychology and behavioral 
science have piqued the inter-
est of the 4.2 grade point av-
erage student. “I like the brain 
and the mystery it has... one 
favorite courses (at Kennedy) 
is anatomy by Mr. Pollock,” 
she said.

Perhaps, Kiana’s intended 
major goes hand-in-hand with 
her position as second-base-
man. “You need a strong men-
tal focus,” she says. “There’s 

more thinking involved in 
second base than what peo-
ple realize. You have to react 
quickly and think about what 
you’re going to do and think 
about situations before the 
pitch is being pitched.”

One of her main coach-
es, Ray Stone has been with 
her since age 12, encouraging 
her to make the switch from 
pitching to second-base. A 
player of the fast-pitch soft-
ball club Batbusters for the 
last year and a half, Kiana has 
moved to three different or-
ganizations just to stay un-
der the guidance of Stone. 
Her 18 and under club team 
has boasted multiple colle-
giate commitments. “Two 
girls are going to South Da-
kota State, one to Wagner 
College in York, one to New 
Mexico State, one to Hum-
boldt State,” she said.

When she was 5 years old, 
Kiana first walked onto a base-
ball field to play tee ball for 
Pocket Little League. At that 
age, she was both unaware 
of her talents and unaware 
of the existence of a softball 
league. After two years of 
learning the fundamentals of 
baseball, she moved onto soft-
ball at the age of 7. It wasn’t 
long before she started to no-
tice her abilities.

Kiana started with Pocket 
Girls’ Softball, a main reason 
she had a head start in a flour-
ishing softball career.

This next spring, Kiana 
thinks the Kennedy Cougars 
softball team will be good due 
to a high number of strong 
transfers. Will they beat rival, 

C.K. McClatchy? “I think so,” 
she says. 

Then, in the summer, Ki-
ana will stay busy, traveling 
for national championships 
and having regular practic-
es. Meanwhile, on the agen-
da, her UCD coach will 
hand out a summer work-
out. “Since I’m close enough, 
I can go to the weights 
room and work out with the 
weights coach.”

In the game of fast-pitch 
softball, players, including 
Kiana have had their share 
of injuries. She’s been hit in 
the mouth, the throat, the 
elbow. Asked about her bat-
ting, she said she didn’t used 

Local softball standout signs onto play at UC Davis

to be a very good, but now 
boasts the second highest 
average on her team. Ad-
ditionally to softball, Ki-
ana plays tennis and soccer, 
sports that help her stay in 
shape. Adding to her regi-
men, Kiana does “core work” 
while watching Netflix and 
enjoys walking the family’s 
white German Shepherd, 
Shiloh. An added bonus of 
attending college nearby, Ki-
ana says she come home and 
see her dog. 

“She’s not coming home 
to see us, but coming home 
to see the dog,” quipped her 
mother.

“True,” Kiana says.
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Have A Dynamite Christmas!Have A Dynamite Christmas!
Top Notch Trees

TNTTNT

Garland and Quality 
Trees Displayed 

In Water 

OPENS FRIDAY, NOV. 25
DAY AFTER THANKSGIVING

Shannon’s  Parking Lot (across from Vic’s Ice Cream)

3168 Riverside Blvd 
(916) 205.9366 
Delivery Available 

Fresh Holiday Trees 

FREE
with purchase of tree 

1 per household 
Must Present Coupon 

www.Top-NotchTrees.com • Email: TNTCare@Top-NotchTrees.com

WE DELIVER & SET UP! 

By Jan Dalske

According to the Unit-
ed States Dept. of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) the State of 
California has the high-
est population of home-
less people, more than any 
other state. In 2015 there 
were 115,738 homeless 
people who called Califor-
nia home. The rising cost 
of rents, rapidly declining 
numbers of low-income 
housing units, and slow 
wage growth have all con-
tributed to homelessness.

On any given night in 
Sacramento, the State’s 
Capitol, more than 2500 
individuals are without a 
home. An estimated 5,200 
more will become home-
less over the course of the 
next year. Homelessness 
has risen to historic levels 
throughout the state. Be-
ing homeless is dangerous, 
especially for youth. There 
are families, youths and 

many people needing sub-
stance and mental health 
treatment suffering on the 
streets of our cities. Both 
the Senate and the Assem-
bly of the State of Cali-
fornia have requested that 
Governor Brown declare 
a state of emergency on 
homelessness. 

Of the nation’s top ten 
most expensive rental mar-
kets, four are located in 
California. San Francis-
co, San Jose, Oakland, and 
Los Angeles all have very 
high rents. The County of 
Los Angeles now has an es-
timated 46,874 homeless 
people on any given night. 
This reflects a 6 % increase 
from last year. The City of 
Los Angeles has declared a 
state of emergency due to 
a lack of shelter for home-
less in the city. San Di-
ego is one of the top four 
cities in the nation when 
it comes to homeless and 
many of them are veterans. 
More than 25,000 Califor-

nians from many walks of 
life have signed a petition 
urging Governor Brown to 
act immediately. They feel 
that it is time to address 
this critical situation. 

Our elected officials rec-
ognize that the challenge 
of confronting homeless-
ness requires active en-
gagement and leadership 
by all branches of govern-
ment. Both the Senate and 
the Assembly are making it 
a priority to take action on 
homelessness prior to the 
adjournment of the 2015-
16 Regular Session of the 
Legislature. The State of 
California has been com-
mitted to the prevention 
and significant reduction 
of chronic homelessness in 
the past.  

In 2005, Governor Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger 
launched his Chronic 
Homeless Initiative which 
included the creation of an 
Interagency Council com-
prised of the leaders of 

Homelessness is the Most Pervasive Issue Facing California’s Cities
eleven Agencies and De-
partments with responsi-
bility for housing and ser-
vices for citizens who are 
at risk of or already chron-
ically homeless.  The Inter-
agency Council initiated 
the process of a collabor-
atively developed Ten Year 
Chronic Homelessness Ac-
tion Plan (TYCHAP) and 
created a Vision Statement 
and Guiding Principles. 

This TYCHAP had set 
forth the goals, strategies 
and action steps necessary 
to work towards its mis-
sion of preventing home-
lessness and shortening the 
length of time people re-
main homeless by focusing 
statewide efforts through a 
well-coordinated system of 
housing, income supports, 
and collaborative servic-
es.  The state remained 
committed to those goals, 
in spite of the fiscal situa-
tion, and the plan was a vi-
sion for how the problem 
of chronic homelessness 

could and would eventual-
ly be addressed. 

But when? AB-1177 
(2009-2010) titled: Home-
lessness: Interagency Coun-
cil on Homelessness de-
clared that California 
must give priority to de-
veloping “consolidated, co-
ordinated, and coopera-
tive approaches to issues 
of homelessness, includ-
ing, but not limited to, 
specific issues addressing 
homeless youth, families, 
veterans, parolees, victims 
of domestic violence, peo-
ple with substance abuse or 
other mental health disor-
ders, people experiencing 
chronic homelessness, se-
niors, and disabled people”. 
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document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $550   Singles $495
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

legal services

WILLS AND TRUSTS 
Services 

Free In-Home Consultation 
Tim Tyler, Ph.D., Attorney at Law 916-452-0624 

Experience Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

casey.s@chancellorhealthcare.com
www.reverecourt.com

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

Lic. #347001338/342

your ad should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

By Candy Tutt

Christmas is funny. Why else do 
you think Santa goes, ‘Ho, ho, ho!’?? 
Here’s an example. 

About 15 years ago my son lived in 
Sonoma county, a long mostly-sce-
nic drive winding past pastures and 
vineyards. Once into the suburbs 
the view from the freeway consisted 
of back yards, cinder block walls and 
rooftops.

One December when we drove by, 
I glanced over to look for Christmas 
decorations and guffawed.

“What?” 
I could only laugh and point, but my 

husband didn’t get it until I explained. 
One of the houses had a plastic four-
foot tall Santa Claus on their roof, 
poised with his sack of loot. 

But from the back, the way San-
ta was bent over, it looked LIKE HE 
WAS TAKING A WIZZ DOWN 
THE CHIMNEY. 

We verified it on the way home, and 
the next year we actually craned our 
necks on the outskirts of Petaluma, 
watching for Santa.

“There he is!” Sure enough, the Jol-
ly Old Elf was relieving himself on the 
bricks again. 

‘Up on the housetop, quick quick 
quick - peeing down the chimney, it’s 
good Saint Nick...’ Sigh.

Our neighborhood is eclectic; a 
Latino influence is noted around 
Halloween when skeletons of all 

shapes and sizes pop up in windows, 
where they remain through the first 
week of November in observance of 
El Dia de Los Muertos and El Dia 
de Los Santos. 

Halloween decorations get a bit bi-
zarre as well. , perched on the steps 
of one house, alongside a ghost and a 
scarecrow, was a lighted bright green 
alien. Well, okay, that’s scary, especial-
ly if you live in Area 51.

A month later my husband came 
home one night in early December, 
laughing. “You gotta see this, “ he said, 
“get in the car.” 

We cruised up and turned to the 
next street over, and in the middle of 
the block he slowed down. 

“Check it out.” 
There on a crowded concrete porch 

was The Nativity, complete with all 
three Wise Men, two shepherds and a 
sheep; Mickey Mouse in an Ebenezer 
Scrooge outfit, and...the Alien. 

Wearing a Santa Hat. It’s a holly-
jolly Christmas.

My husband’s aunt had a humun-
gous plaster Nativity Set. Every year 
it took over the top of the stereo, laid 
out on a sheet of cotton batting that 
I think she bought during the Eisen-
hower Administration. Hail, hail the 
gang’s all here: the angel, Mary, Jo-
seph, baby Jesus, shepherds, sheep, 
wise men, camels [both standing 
and seated] [the camels, not the wise 
men], and a supporting cast of can-
dles among which were little kids in 

choir robes, a couple of snowmen, and 
a pink bunny that snuck in from the 
Easter decorations but was allowed to 
remain. Hey, it’s the joy of Christmas, 
why not? A smaller more portable 
Nativity usually sat on a coffee table 
or bookcase; the stable portion was 
made of brown plastic and the par-
ticipants were separate plastic pieces 
glued into place. Time took its toll on 
the little town of Bethlehem, and by 
the 1990s all that was left was Mary, 
Joseph, baby Jesus, and one sheep. 

About five years ago Tony had a 
job driving cars for an auto 
auction out in Rio Linda, 
which is sort of Sacramen-
to County’s version of the 
Ozarks. One December 
night Tony arrived home 
laughing about a display 
of life-size Christmas fig-
ures he’d seen on a lawn.

“They had everything: 
Joseph, Mary, the baby, 
Wise Men, shepherds...” 
then he started laughing 
again.

“What?” 
“...and Snoopy. A great big inflatable 

Snoopy...”
Okaaaay… that gave me an idea. 

The next day I rooted around in a box 
of art supplies, and when he got home 
I pointed to the bookcase.

“Oh, hon, it’s Aunt Marie’s little 
Nativity!” 

“Look closer.”

There, just outside the stable, next 
to the lone remaining sheep, I glued a 
little plastic Snoopy.

“Merry Christmas, Charlie Brown.”
I still have the little Nativity thingy 

and it goes on the bookcase every year. 
Christmas is fun, whether it’s Santa 
peeing in your chimney, an alien on the 
doorstep, or Snoopy in the manger.

God Bless Us Everyone.

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year
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ter and valued areas in Sacra-
mento.  It would be prudent 
to say that, as a matter of in-
vestment and costs, it would 
be more profitable to liqui-
date the MV-AG real estate 
and build PH in existing, less 
expensive land value areas.  
Sacramento has Urban In-
fill or New Construction site 
availability that could sup-
port the requirements of PH 
objectives such as; Curtis 
Park Village, McKinley Vil-
lage, Sacramento Rail Yard, 
Meadowview and Natomas 
to name a few.    

The following information 
is from TRENDVISION-
Metro List MLS-House Val-
ues/sq.ft. & Median Price of 
Houses Sold-10/16‘- Sacra-
mento, Cal. Zip Codes-95811, 
95818, 95822, 95832:
95811-Midtown- $287/
sq.ft., sold-$500,000
95818-Land Park/Up-
per Land Park to include 
MV-AG- $326/sq.ft., 
sold-$500,000
95822-South Sac.- $204/
sq.ft., sold-$232,000
95832-Medowview- $165/
sq.ft., sold-$255,000  

Attachment 7
Marina Vista (37.9 acres) 

and Alder Grove (32.5 acres) 
PH represent 70.4 acres of 
prime Sacramento Real Es-
tate Land.  The City of Sac-
ramento could secure more 
revenue by selling the prop-
erty to developers to convert 
the aged and outdated Sac-
ramento PH property into 
a Market Rate Home Com-
munity.  As a matter of eco-
nomics, the construction 
and sale of a Market Rate 
Home Community draw 
revenue with current tax 
rates, assessments and reve-
nues, not currently generat-
ed by the PH. 

In conclusion, I along with 
the residents of LP and ULP 
request and hope that HUD, 
SHRA, Politicians and De-
velopers select alternate ar-
eas in Sacramento, CA. for 
PH objectives, instead of sat-
urating one specific area.  We 
suggest the remedy is not to 
increase crime by increasing 
the size and population of 
MV-AG, but decrease it de-
ferring to other areas to avoid 
PH saturation.

Sincerely,
Arthur D. Taylor,
Board Member, LPCA

Letter:
Continued from page 4
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We offer free  corkage on any wine purchased from any of the
Delta Wine Country Winery's. 

Exceptional cuisine, handcrafted
cocktails, and live music.

10761 Hood-Franklin Road, Hood, CA 95639
( Just 7 minutes South of Pocket Rd. )

916.775.4494
www.hoodsupplycompany.com  

Sunday 
Breakfast
9-11:30am

Tuesday-Thursday: 4pm-12am
Friday: 4pm-2am
Saturday: 12pm-2am
Sunday: 9am-10pm
Dinner nightly: 4pm-10pm
Lunch Weekends: 12pm-4pm
Bar - open to close

Karaoke Every Wednesday

Prime Rib Special Every Thursday

Live Music
Every Friday & most Saturdays

Surf & Turf Special Every Saturday

Happy Hour & Half Price Apps
4 - 6 pm Tuesday - Friday

Mayor-elect Darrell Stein-
berg’s swearing-in celebra-
tion is set to begin this week-
end with the Great Sac Give 
Back, a weekend of service 
projects designed to inspire 
civic engagement and cama-
raderie throughout all of Sac-
ramento’s neighborhoods.

On December 10 and 11, 
hundreds of Sacramentans 
will join their neighbors in 
giving back to their commu-
nity through service projects, 
one in each of the cities eight 
City Council districts. 

“There is no more appropri-
ate way to celebrate our vision 
for our city than to join our 
neighbors and give back to the 
community,” said Mayor-elect 
Steinberg. “We must contin-
ue this Sacramento spirit and 
momentum to ensure this 
weekend of service continues 
as a commitment to service to 
one another year round.”

Steinberg has said that as 
Mayor of Sacramento, he 
will focus the energy of the 

city’s neighborhoods to build 
a great future based upon 
civic action, strong commu-
nities and youth. The May-
or-elect will travel to each 
of Saturday’s community 
events, which are anticipated 
to draw over 500 volunteers 
and attendees. The service 
projects range in theme, from 
neighborhood beautification 
projects to donation drives 
and neighborhood feeds. 

A full list of each district’s 
service project details, as well 
as a form to sign up to vol-
unteer, can be found at all-
aboutsac.com/giveback.php.

The All About Sacramen-
to Committee will soon re-
lease additional information 
on the swearing-in ceremony 
itself, scheduled for Tuesday, 
Dec. 13 from 5 to 9 p.m. at 
the California State Railroad 
Museum.

For questions about how to vol-
unteer,  contact Maritza Davis 
at maritza@unseen-heroes.com.

Great Sac Give Back 
weekend of service to 
kick off Mayor-elect 
Darrell Steinberg’s 
swearing-in celebration

Holiday 
sing-along 
at Eskaton 
set for 
Saturday

On Saturday, Dec. 10 from 2 to 4 p.m., the Land Park Community Association invites 
the public in joining in a sing-along at Eskaton Monroe, 3225 Freeport Blvd. Performanc-
es by McClatchy High School String Ensemble, Crocker Riverside Elementary Orches-
tra, Holy Spirit Parish Choir, guitarist, pianist, and a reading of “Twas the Night Before 
Christmas” by the neighborhood association’s president, Steve Wincock. Parking is lim-
ited. For more information, call Shannel at 992-4218. Shown here are photos from last 
year’s event, courtesy of the Land Park Community Association.
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The holidays are here and it’s 
time to enjoy the season! Bun-
dle up the family for Holiday 
Magic at the Sacramento Zoo 
on Saturday, Dec. 10. Through-
out the day, special gifts will be 
delivered to the animals. See 
them pounce, tear and stomp 
into their one-of-a-kind holi-
day gifts through out the day 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Zoofari Market will be open 
at 10 am for Sacramento Zoo 
Member shopping. Members 
receive a 25 percent discount 
with their Membership card 
(excluding books, disposable 
cameras, sunscreen, sunglass-
es, Fair Trade, and promotion-
al, discounted or sale items.)

Food Drive: Bring a non-
perishable food item and re-
ceive a $1 off your Zoo 
admission.

Animal Enrichments: An-
imals will get special treats 
delivered to them and staff 
will be on hand to share 
facts, secrets and answer your 
questions.

Schedule of Enrichments
All enrichments will hap-

pen at the animals exhibit.
10:30 a.m. - Sumatran Orang-
utan, stockings with treats
11 a.m. - Eastern Bongo, Christ-
mas tree with edible ornaments
11:30 a.m. - Black & White 
Ruffed Lemur, “Santa’s Vil-
lage” with edible treats
Noon - Snow Leopard, fro-
zen presents and ice
12:30 p.m. - Wolf ’s Guenon, 
holiday pinata, presents and 
pinecone “reindeer”

Holiday Magic returns to the Sacramento Zoo on Saturday, Dec. 10

1 p.m. - Red Panda, bamboo 
wreaths with apple
1:30 p.m. - Jaguar, boxes with 
spices, ice and a Christmas tree
2 p.m. - Red River Hogs, 
pumpkin bowls filled with 
fruit and vegetables
2:30 p.m. - Giraffe, wreaths 
with treats, holiday pinata 
and a Christmas tree
3 p.m. - Fruit Bats & Guineafowl, 
fruit rings and browse wreaths
3:30 p.m. - African Lion, hol-
iday-themed pinata and box-
es with spices

Visitors Tip: Keep an eye 
out for off-schedule enrich-
ments that will be placed on 
exhibit at the zoo keeper’s 
convenience.

Holiday Magic 2015 was 
a wonderful day, as 1,100 
people came out to watch 
the animals get their special 
holiday treats.

Call 808-5888 for more 
information.
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ReReR vere courTurTur
Memoryryr Care

7707 Rush River Drive • www.RevereCourt.com • 916-392-3510 LIC 347001338; 347001342

From Your Friends at Revere Court

Sending Holiday
Cheer & Warm Wishes 
for the New Year!

Art Crafted Especially
By Our Own
Revere Court

Residents
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w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t
i n f o @ c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

B R E #  0 0 6 1 8 4 7 1

WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

F o r  o v e r 
4 0  y e a r s

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

2542 PORTOLA WAy • $799,000
LARRy EASTERLINg • 849-9431

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

2216 14TH STREET
Cute 2 bedroom 1 bath in need of 
TLC. A little over 900 square feet has 
jack and jill bathroom to the bed-
rooms. Home has laminate in living 
room and good size bedrooms. Cute 
kitchen nook off good size kitchen. 
$249,000
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

2957 23RD STREET
Classic brick Tudor on a shady street 
in Curtis Park. Many original features 
including what could be the original 
Wedgewood gas range. French doors 
off the master bedroom, gleaming 
wood floors, lots of windows and lots 
of light. $499,000
mINDy DEFENbAUgH • 834-6202

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ LoW inTroduCTory CosT
★ sTArT AnyTiMe
★ Live CLAsses

Call: Ed Daniels • 451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ MonTHLy CAsH FLoW
★ TenAnT sCreening
★ MAinTenAnCe

Call: brittany Naucke • 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

2116 KIRK WAy
Wonderful 3 bedroom home with 
granite counters and stainless steel 
appliances. Cozy living room with 
fireplace. nice roll away gate to the 
property for extra privacy. good size 
backyard w/ covered patio, shed and 
vegetable garden. $199,00
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

2716 X STREET
Perfect for end user and/or investor! 
7 separate professionals offices with 
shared waiting room, restroom and 
breakroom. Large lot with a mani-
cured lawn. original structure is over 
1400 sqft with a newer HvAC. Must 
see today! $329,000
JOCELyN yAP • 916-601-9581

2119 bIDWELL WAy
Quaint and cozy 2 bedroom with 
a nice large backyard and deck. in-
door laundry room, original kitchen. 
Carpeted flooring with wood floors 
underneath! nice size rooms all in a 
great location. Fresh exterior paint, 
super easy maintenance yard. 
TAmmy NOvOA • 628-8530

2119 bIDWELL WAy
Quaint and cozy 2 bedroom with a nice 
large backyard and deck. indoor laundry 
room, original kitchen. Carpeted flooring 
with wood floors underneath! nice size 
rooms all in a great location. Fresh exterior 
paint, super easy maintenance yard. This 
home is move in ready.  $354,000
TAmmy NOvOA • 628-8530

3725 EAST PACIFIC AvENUE
Beautiful ly remodeled home. 
great location. Must see. great 
buy. 1 block to Curtis Park. 3 bed 
2 bath, 2 story home. 1599 sq. 
ft., 1 car garage attached, Alley 
Access,Facing rear $465,000
TONy gOmEz • 492-9263

6130 HOLSTEIN WAy • $599,000
KATHERINE HOWES • 548-3632

S O L D

SOLD

S O L D

PENDING S O L D

S O L D

PENDING

PENDING
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Purchase and refinance
15 year fixed rates as low as 2.75% (2.99 APR)

Excellent customer service
Loans with no points and fees
Down payment assistance programs available
Close in 21 days or less
Same day pre-approvalsSame day pre-approvals
Local market experts
Full service company

YOUR MORTGAGE LOAN
AND REAL ESTATE SPECIALISTS

5890 SOUTH LAND PARK DRIVE SACRAMENTO, CA 95822

CA BRE #01842493. NMLS ID: 173062. Equal housing opportunity lender.  We do not conduct business 
in states where we are not licensed. Interest rates are subject to change.

CALL US NOW! 916.476.6507

(800) 618-9508
info@greenhavencap.com
www.greenhavencap.com

LET’S START FINDING YOUR DREAM HOME TODAY!

BRE Lic#: 01734958
Realtor ®
Angeline Kang

Kyle Garman

NMLS ID: 354318
BRE Lic#: 01886785

Senior Loan
Consultant/
Realtor ®

   Bryan Tom

  NMLS ID: 1234757
BRE Lic#: 01960546

Loan
Consultant/
Realtor ®

NMLS ID: 62641
BRE Lic#: 01721444
Broker
Kevin Oto

Loan Originator
Realtor ®

NMLS ID: 1439315
BRE Lic#: 01873794

Hilda Sousa

AT GREEN HAVEN CAPITAL INC. WE MAKE EVERY EFFORT
TO SERVE THE UNIQUE NEEDS OF EACH INDIVIDUAL CLIENT. Phyllis Ehlert, MPA

Realtor CalBRE 01935709

(916) 213-7665
phyllis@mcmahonphillips.com

A HOME IS MORE
THAN A HOUSE

Get on the
right path!

CalBRE 01521625

By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

My mother grew up in Gonzales, a 
tiny migrant town south of Salinas. Ev-
ery year, mi abuelita (my grandmoth-
er) Socorro Martinez would make ta-
males and sell them out of her home. 
Lines of people would crowd the side-
walk waiting to greet mi abuelita who 
took their orders in advance. From 
carnitas, to chicken, and of course 
the cinnamon and sugar varieties, the 
little town loved her cooking. Sadly, 
my mother didn’t carry on the tradi-
tion but my uncle, Juan Martinez, still 

lives in the area, and over our “Second 
Thanksgiving” shared with me his rea-
son for his tardiness to dinner: 

“We were making tamales! I looked 
at the time – 2:30 p.m. – shoot. I 
didn’t get to stick around for the ta-
males to get done, but here I am. We 
were all there working away. It was an 
assembly line. A lot of us worked in 
assembly lines before, so it’s easy for 
us,” he said, laughing in an “it’s-so-fun-
ny-it’s-sad kind-of-way.”

Former farmworkers who became 
activists in order to give back and 
help “la causa” Juan (aka Johnny to 

me) and his friends get together to 
share their stories of “those days”. 
They weren’t quite good ol’ days, but 
they were good ol’ days. The trou-
ble they’d get into! Johnny has always 
been my favorite uncle with his sto-
ries and humor -- always in atten-
dance at Thanksgiving (whether it’s 
Thanksgiving One or Two) and at 
Christmas. Tamale making is a fa-
vorite tradition, especially during 
Christmastime to share stories whilst 
slaving away with la familia, trying to 
get the masa just right. Because who 
likes a tamale that falls apart? 

Because the traditions of tamale 
making weren’t passed down to me, I 
have been curious: What makes a per-
fect tamale. 

“You want to make sure you don’t 
want to overcook them,” says Lalo 
Tinoco of Lalo’s Restaurant in Hol-
lywood Park. “They will continue to 
cook even after you turn the fire off. 
It’s kind of like an egg. When you are 
cooking an egg, you want to take it off 
of the fire and heat because the heat 
that’s already in it will continue to 

‘Tis the 
season 
for 
tamale 
making 
Here are some 
tips from Lalo’s 
Restaurant in 
Hollywood Park 

Visit us online at:
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

See Tamales, page 15

By Ray Bouknight
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DIANETICS
Church of Scientology

Located at 
6th & J in Sacramento

(916) 319-5440
PB $28.00  DVD $28.00

ACHIEVE 
HAPPINESS, 

SELF-CONFIDENCE
AND SUCCESS!

BUY 
AND READ

cook it. So you want to make sure you 
don’t want to (keep them on the heat), 
because then they will be fully dry. 
Also, when were are cooking our ta-
males, we like to boil a little bit of rice 
and you add them in there and add it 
into the masa because it will not let 
your masa dry out. They won’t stick to 
the husk. Everything you have to be a 
little curious.” 

At Lalo’s they don’t add mole or 
sauces on top of their tamales. “We 
want to make sure the filling is very 
flavorful so that you don’t have to add 
extra condiments to it, so that you can 

enjoy the tamale for what it is. But 
one day, we put sour cream on top and 
said, ‘wow, this is good, so we contin-
ue to do that.’”

Asked where the restaurant gets its 
masa, Lalo said, “If you don’t get your 
masa from La Esperanza, you should. 
They’re the OGs (original gangster) 
of tamales.” Lalo’s parents Cecilia and 
Wenceslao Tinoco joined their pow-
ers in creating the perfect tamale rec-
ipe at the restaurant.”Every Hispan-
ic family has a tamale recipe and hers 
has been very successful at the restau-
rant,” Lalo said.

Tamale-making is a staple for the 
Tinocos, not just at Christmastime 
or Thanksgiving, but, as Lalo puts it: 

“Not even every holiday, but every 
birthday, every American holiday, ev-
ery Hispanic holiday, every anniver-
sary. It’s always the family, the family 
of the family, people that work here, 
their family. We all get together. At 
Thanksgiving, we never ate turkey. 
We always ate tamales ... We always 
bought a 20-pound bag of masa and 
everyone joins together. One person 
does this. One person puts the husks 
together. One person builds them. 
Then, you just wait till they’re done 
and then dig in.”

Lalo’s is now taking orders for hol-
iday parties up to a week in advance. 
But, they don’t want to say no. “We’ll 
make extra.” Lalo’s Restaurant is lo-

cated at 5063 24th St. (down the 
street from Panama Pottery) in Hol-
lywood Park. 

Besides Lalo’s, a personal favorite place 
to pick up tamales has been the cafete-
ria at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church 
(711 T St.) across the street from South-
side Park. Every Sunday from morn-
ing to evening, the cafeteria is open. 
Church goers and visitors (like myself ) 
go in and order lunch, be it two carne 
asada tacos or a cheese and pepper ta-
male (a perfect combination for those 
who like some spice but not a lot, as the 
cheese brings down the heat). The kitch-
en is all-volunteer run and the proceeds 
benefit the church. 

Tamales:
Continued from page 14

Staff at Lalo’s Restaurant. Volunteers inside the kitchen at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church.
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SOLD717-7217

Steffan Brown
Your Vintage Home Specialist

PENDING

Gorgeous Cape Cod Cottage Estate! 

CalBRE# 01882787

This 4/5 bed, 3 bath will steal your heart 
with its gracious floor plan, hardwood 
floors, large master bed/bath & endless 
nooks. Formal dining room creates the 
perfect place for family dinners. 1st floor 
bed/bath suite for overnight guests to 
enjoy! Light filled by double skylights, 
the vaulted kitchen spills out to the 
generous backyard & deck through 
gorgeous french doors.  $739,900

Enchanting Curtis Park Tudor!

steffan@steffanbrown.com

Lovingly designed and built in 2002, this 
4 bed/3.5 bath masterpiece will delight 
you at every turn. Generous kitchen w/ 
SS appliances, roomy center island & 
beautiful cherry cabinets. 1st floor 
bed/bath suite, large upstairs family 
room, and private office over garage. 
The spacious & open main floor flows 
effortlessly to the gracious back porch.             
            $899,900

On Saturday, Dec. 10 cele-
brate the magic of the season 
at Camellia! Enjoy children’s 
puppet shows and craft ac-
tivities, live music and enter-
tainment, holiday shopping 
with local artisans, organ-
ic coffee and baked goods, 
delicious food, gingerbread 
houses and a children’s store 
stocked with treasures for 
young shoppers. 

Our Winter Faire is an an-
nual event open to the pub-
lic held rain or shine! Orga-
nized by parent volunteers, 
the faire “offers the best of 
what our community has to 
offer in terms of an open-
ness to celebrate with neigh-
bors and friends the joyous 
winter season, in addition 
to featuring activities that 
are unique to Waldorf ed-
ucation and reflecting our 
caring community – pup-
pet shows, a special store 
for children shoppers, craft 
activities, handmade crafts 
and holiday shopping, great 
food, and heartwarming en-
tertainment,” stated parent 
Marisa Cheung. “Our par-
ents spend countless hours 
preparing for this day, plan-
ning details and hand mak-
ing gifts to be sold in the 
Children’s Store. Where else 
can one find a store for chil-

dren shoppers only, in which 
parents are not allowed? 
Children enter a beautifully 
decorated and magical space 
to spend tickets in exchange 
for small gifts for their loved 
ones or for themselves!”

Cheung added that an-
other enduring and beloved 
tradition is the school’s gin-
gerbread exhibit featuring 
gingerbread houses made by 
students and their families. 
“The sweet-smelling exhib-
it promises creative artist-
ry and humor for viewers of 
all ages, and many creations 
are placed on silent auction. 
One will also find Camellia 
students performing on stage 
in choirs, string ensembles, 
and as angel guides helping 
young shoppers in the chil-
dren’s store,” she said.

 “Held rain or shine!” is 
the tagline. The event is al-
ways great fun for the en-
tire family and people come 
to the Faire from all parts of 
the Sacramento region. Ad-
mission is free and nominal 
fees are charged for some ac-
tivities. It takes place from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Camellia 
Waldorf School, 7450 Pocket 
Road. For more information, 
call 427-5022 or go to www.
camelliawaldorf.org
-Monica Stark

Camellia Waldorf 28th annual winter 
faire set for Saturday, Dec. 10 
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Wellness Plans for Your Pet 
at Every Life Stage

Don’t Wait: Prevention and Early Detection Starts Now!

916-391-3677 +   VCAcareclub.com

Join the
Club! Easy and

Affordable

Call Us
Today

VCAgreenhaven.com
VCA Greenhaven Pocket Animal Hospital
1 Valine Court, Sacramento, CA 95831

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:

Convenient monthly payments.

5 visits to your VCA® Hospital
each year.

Doctor-recommended vaccines.

Prevention and early detection
tests of serious diseases.

Routine dental care for your pet.*

Peace of mind knowing you are
doing the best for your pet.

VCA CareClub is the pet healthcare solution for pet 
owners who want a comprehensive and affordable way 

to keep their pets as healthy and happy as possible 
through every stage of their lives.

Mon–Thurs 7:30AM–7:00PM • Fri 7:30AM–6:00PM • Sat & Sun 9:00AM–5:00PM

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is part five in 
a series about the history of the 
longtime-operating Sacramento 
business, Panama Pottery.

It has been 52 years since 
Rupert Hess spent two sum-
mers working at Panama Pot-
tery, but he remembers many 
details of those hot summers 
under the roof of this Land 
Park area institution.

Long before working at 
Panama Pottery, Rupert, a 
Pennsylvania native, moved to 
2781 3rd Ave. in Curtis Park 
at the age of 7 with his par-
ents, Herman and Esther, and 
his four siblings.

The Hess family made their 
way to California in 1955 af-
ter Herman, who worked for 
the Prudential Life Insurance 
Co. for 27 years, was trans-
ferred to Vallejo.

Two years later, the compa-
ny opened an office in Sacra-
mento and the Hesses moved 
to the capital city, where Her-
man would eventually retire. 
His last position with the 
company was regional vice 
president.

While growing up in Curtis 
Park, Rupert attended Sierra 
School at 2791 24th St., Cal-
ifornia Junior High School 
(now California Middle 
School) at Land Park Drive 
and Vallejo Way, and Mc-
Clatchy High School.

Rupert described himself 
as growing up as an “average, 
middle class kid” who enjoyed 
various activities, including 
playing in local youth league 
baseball games.

It was in 1962 when Rupert 
learned of an opening to work 
at Panama Pottery as one of 
its four workers.

Rupert fondly recalled one 
of those workers.

“I remember there was an 
older Hispanic gentleman 
there that made the pots,” he 
said. “He was a character. He 
had a good sense of humor, 
he spoke broken English, he 
was always upbeat and had 
good things to say. He was 
happy all the time and he 
worked hard.”

Rupert added that main-
taining a sense of humor at the 
factory during hot summer 
days could be challenging.

“If you work in pottery with 
a kiln in Sacramento in the 

summertime, you’ve got to 
have humor,” he said. “Inside 
was hotter than outside.”

As for the manufacturing 
of Panama Pottery ceramics, 
Rupert recalled the process of 
making ceramic planting pots 
and other items.

“The clay came in and it 
was just a pile of dirt real-
ly,” he said. “But there was 
an old Mexican gentleman 
there that would mix it all 
together and it would make 
clay. Our job was basically, 
we would make all the pots 
and all that stuff.

“We would load them in the 
kiln. They would fire it up and 
while that thing was (operat-
ing), they would make some 
more pots. It took a long time 
for them to cool down.

“(One) guy had a special-
ty. He would go in there and 
make sure everything was 
turned properly and didn’t 
have any cracks. If they did it 
too long, the (ceramic prod-
ucts) would crack and they 
would lose a lot of inventory.”

Rupert said the majority of 
that inventory was clay pots 
for local nurseries, including 
Capital Nursery.

“There were five nurseries 
and they were all retail,” he 
said. “We would just load up 
the old semi and drop these 
pots off. We would go out to 
other places, West Sacramen-
to, whatever.”

Although Panama Pottery 
mainly sold their products 
to nurseries, Rupert said that 
the public was also welcome 

to make purchases at the 24th 
Street factory.

“If you walked in there, you 
could buy things, but (the 
owner) didn’t sell too much,” 
he said. “If (people) were in the 
neighborhood or knew about 
it, they could buy things. He 
would sell to anybody.

Following his time at Pan-
ama Pottery, Rupert later ac-
quired what eventually be-
came a better paying job at 
the American Can Co. 

Although he was hired by 
that company at the same rate 
of $5 per hour that he was 
paid at Panama Pottery, he 
was later earned $10 per hour 
at that plant, which was locat-
ed 33rd and C streets.

Rupert recalled how the 
pressure that he later received 
from his father to move for-
ward in his life led to his ca-
reer choice in informa-
tion technology – aka data 
processing.

“I was playing football, chas-
ing women, drinking, so, my 
dad threw a hammer down 
on me” he said. “He said, ‘Son, 
the fun’s over. Go to school or 
get a job or go into the mil-
itary. Those options weren’t 
real good.

“Anyway, a math teacher 
at (Sacramento Junior Col-
lege) said, ‘There’s a new thing 
called information technolo-
gy. You would be good at it.’ 
So, there was a place called 

Automation Institute down-
town. They sent a representa-
tive over and they gave me a 
big test.

“I think I got 98 (percent). 
So, my dad looked at me and 
said, ‘I think this is your last 
chance.’ So, that became my 
career.”

During his career in in-
formation technology, Ru-
pert worked for two years at 
the Sacramento Army Depot 
before spending the next 25 
years working for the county 
of Sacramento.

Rupert is currently enjoy-
ing his retirement years and 
resides with his wife of 51 
years, Caroline, in the Elm-
hurst area.

Photos courtesy of Rupert Hess
(above left) Former Panama Pottery worker Rupert Hess, shown with two 134-pound halibut that he caught, is currently enjoying his retirement years.
(above right) The Hess family, including Rupert (center), is shown in this 1970s photograph.

Former Panama Pottery worker recalls company’s factory, more
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HANDYMAN

Fall Yard Clean-up Specials!
Call LESTER 

(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work—not a problem!

• HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HEDGE TRIMMING /SHRUB REMOVAL
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 19 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

HANDYMAN

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

LANDSCAPING

CaPitoL eLeCtRiC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil Mcintire –– C.S.L.# 394307

CLEANING

CONSTRUCTION/HAULING

4 papers,
1 low price!
advertise your service 

in this section, today!

Call  429-9901

HARDwOOD fLOORING

HANDYMAN

D&H Service
Office: 916-428-5907

Cell: 916-206-8909
Interior and exterior painting

Fence Installation
Tile Installation
Dry Rot Repair

25 years of
experience

PAINTING

C & C
REMOVAL SERVICE
“Make one call, we haul it all!”

3 Hauling
3 Home improvements 
3 Handyman services

Cory King • (916) 531-1165
SPB 12015-00457

HAULING

ADDITION SPECIALIST

PAINTING your ad should be here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
ad design is free.

HOUSE CLEANING
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tree & gardening service

BAXTER TILE
EXPERT INSTALLATION
REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic • Marble • Granite
Floors • Counters • Walls

33 Years Experience • FREE Estimates

916-213-4669
License #668100

tiLe WOrK tiLe WOrK

3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

East Sac Specialists
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

rOOf/gutter cLeaning

KELLY ROOFING 
We’ve got you covered

25 years quality service

Herb Kelly
916.591.9189

Lic#692638

roofing

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

pLumbing

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

painting

#1 CONCIERGE BOOkkEEpER
33 years exp. in industries like Auto, Mechan-
ics, Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profits, Retail, Marshal Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Small Business.  We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies.  Call for your concierge 
appt.  Same low 1990 rates.  Ask for Irene 
Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422.  
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

BOOkkEEpING
#1 CONCIERGE Tax pREpaRER
33 yrs. exp.  We specialize in Business 
Tax returns including Corp & Partnerships.  
FREE Pick-up & Delivery to those who quali-
fy.  We prepare expertly all past tax returns
including all State returns.  Get the most 
deductions allowed to you by law.  CTEC 
Registered & Bonded.  Please call for your 
appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820 CA,  
(775) 410-3422 NV.  Same low 1990 rates.
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

Tax pREpaRER

(916) 505-4673 

We offer FAST PICKUP at a location
that is conveniently located near you.

haNdymaN
haNdymaN SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic#
908942. Call Steven at 230-2114.

haNdymaN
CLEaN-Up SpECIaLS!
Rain Gutter cleaning– Yard clean-up. Rain gutter clean-
ing, pressure washing/power spray, hauling, yard work,  
painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-up, fence repairs, 
light tree trimming, & more. Ref avail. Call Les at 838-
1247. 18 yrs. exp.Specials for seniors. Licensed

#1 CONCIERGE BUSINESS SERVICES
Put our 33 years in Concierge Busi-
ness Support Service to work for your 
business. We provide support in: Li-
censing, Business & Corp Start-ups 
or Closures, Basic web design, Set-up 
soc ia l  med ia .   Bus iness  Conc ierge 
Shopping, Marketing and much more. 
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  I r e n e  S e n s t  ( 9 1 6 ) 
640 -3820  CA,  (775 )  410 -3422  NV.  
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

BUSINESS SERVICES

Looking to get rid of old furniture?
Call (916) 429-9901 for ad rates. 

Reserve your space in the Classifieds!

FOR MILITARY & 
COLLECTIBLE ITEMS!

COLLECTIBLES

Medals, Patches, Knives, Helmets, Hats, Documents, 
Equipment, Books, Photos,  Bayonets, Artwork, Military 
& Vehicle Models, Antique Toy Soldiers, Vintage Cow-
boy & Indian Toys, Military Figures and Collections. Call 
or write George, 916-768-4694; gvtitus@comcast.net

TEaChERS: maUI FOR $85/NIGhT
WaNTEd - teachers. Thinking about summer vaca-
tion? Spend summer weeks in beach-front, 1-bedroom 
condo in Kihei, Maui. Beach, pool, tennis courts & new 
AC. Sleeps 4, restaurants & shops close. All for teacher 
discounted $85 night plus taxes & cleaning. See at 
www.lunardifamilycondo.com OR (916) 421-5121.

maUSOLEUm NIChE FOR SaLE
FINd yOUR NIChE aT EaST LaWN!
Single Mausoleum Niche. 43rd St. & Folsom Blvd. in 
East Sac Sutter Court Balcony inside Eldorado Bldg. 
Priced Below Market Rate. 916-541-1144. Leave 
Message.
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THURSDAY, DEC. 8 -SUNDAY, DEC. 11
WINTER WONDERLAND AT FAIRYTALE 
TOWN: Celebrate the holiday season at Fairytale 
Town’s Winter Wonderland! Their storybook park 
is open for play, trimmed with festive holiday décor 
and lit up with a dazzling display of lights, starting at 
dusk each evening (weather permitting). Guests will 
love a flurry of snow falling nightly at 7 p.m. near the 
Mother Goose Stage.  Plus, visitors will enjoy mak-
ing holiday themed crafts, visiting Peppermint Forest, 
Gum Drop Mountain, the Candy Castle and more!  
Visit www.fairytaletown.org

FRIDAY, DEC. 9
ORGANIZE SACRAMENTO OPEN HOUSE: 
From 6 to 9 p.m., Organize Sacramento cordially in-
vites the public to the organization’s new office and 
training space for a Grand Community Open House! 
Folks can mingle with friends, local leaders and com-
munity members. There will be food, refreshments 
and entertainment and the group will review Or-
ganize Sacramento’s work in the community over 
the last year, and share with everyone what projects 
they’re working on now and in the coming months! 
Organize Sacramento, 1714 Broadway. Individual 
tickets are free and there are various sponsorship lev-
els available. Visit: https://rally.org/organizesacra-
mento or contact: OrganizeSacramento@gmail.com 
Organize Sacramento is a 501(c)3 Charitable Orga-
nization. All donations are tax deductible to the full 
extent allowed by law. Tax I.D. #46-1869541. 

SWIM WITH SANTA AT THE YMCA: Bring 
your wish list and join Santa for poolside pictures 
and a swim in our indoor, heated pool! The fun con-
tinues with art & crafts, holiday snacks, a Sacramen-
to Kings tickets drawing, giveaways and more! The 
event is FREE & OPEN TO ALL with suggested 
donation of non-perishable food to benefit the River 
City Food Bank or school supplies for Mustard Seed 
School Sacramento. PLUS, enjoy NO JOINING 
FEE when you become a member of the Y commu-
nity, door prizes, priority swim lesson registration - 
including a free swim cap, and so much more!  Swim 
with Santa is fun for all ages so bring the whole 
family and all of your friends! Please note: Pictures 
with Santa 5:30 - 6:30pm; Swim with Santa 6:30 
- 7:30pm.From 5:30 to 8 p.m., the YMCA of Su-
perior California, Sacramento, 2021 W St., 95818; 
www.ymcasuperiorcal.org

SATURDAY, DEC. 10
HOLIDAY MAGIC AT THE SACRAMENTO 
ZOO: Why should only humans receive gifts dur-
ing the holidays? It’s time for Holiday Magic when 
the community has the special opportunity to watch 
as the animals unwrap their holiday goodies!  Plus, 
Zoo visitors who bring a non-perishable food item 
receive $1 off admission on that day. For more, vis-
it www.saczoo.org

HOLIDAY SING-ALONG AT ESKATON: From 2 
to 4 p.m., the Land Park Community Association in-
vites the public in joining in a sing-along at Eskaton 
Monroe, 3225 Freeport Blvd. Performances by Mc-
Clatchy High School String Ensemble, Crocker River-
side Elementary Orchestra, Holy Spirit Parish Choir, 
guitarist, pianist, and a reading of “Twas the Night Be-
fore Christmas” by the neighborhood association’s presi-
dent, Steve Wincock. Parking is limited. For more infor-
mation, call Shannel at 992-4218. 

AUTO MUSEUM MURAL DEDICATION: From 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., the California Automobile Museum, 
2200 Front St., will hold a Second Saturday celebration 
of their new, larger-than-life art installation by muarl-
ist Shaun Burner. The museum will be celebrating out-
side (weather permitting) with free hot cocoa, coloring 
art projects for kids, meet-and-greet with the artist, and 
more. Certainly, a fair number of people have been giv-
en directions to the Auto Museum featuring this state-
ment: “Look for a big warehouse building across from 
the animal shelter.” Weeks ago, that would have been ac-
curate. But those days are long gone. With funds raised 
from our annual benefit dinner’s “Bid for a Cause”, the 
museum has commissioned local mural artist Shaun 
Burner to create a pop-art mural featuring some of the 
stars of the collection. 

HANDS ON HISTORY: A SIMPLE EMIGRANT 
CHRISTMAS AT SUTTER’S FORT: In John Sut-
ter’s day, people from around the world passed through 
the gates of Sutter’s Fort, each with their own customs 
and traditions for the holiday season. “A Simple Emi-
grant Christmas” offers several vignettes showing holi-
day scenes, including foods, music, decorations, and tra-
ditions from other cultures. During this special “Hands 
on History” event, Fort visitors will be able to dip can-
dles, make cornhusk dolls, and create keepsake orna-
ments. For more, visit www.suttersfort.org

CAMELLIA WALDORF SCHOOL’S 28TH AN-
NUAL WINTER FAIRE: Come celebrate the mag-
ic of the season at Camellia! Enjoy children’s puppet 
shows and craft activities, live music and entertainment, 
holiday shopping with local artisans, organic coffee and 
baked goods, delicious food, gingerbread houses and a 
children’s store stocked with treasures for young shop-
pers. Free admission, nominal fee for some activities. It 
takes place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Camellia Waldorf 
School, 7450 Pocket Road. For more information, call 
427-5022 or go to www.camelliawaldorf.org

SATURDAY, DEC. 10 AND SUNDAY, DEC. 11
FUN WITH HOLIDAY DÉCOR AT THE CROCK-
ER ART MUSEUM: Guests are encouraged to drop in 
to enjoy a holiday decoration extravaganza at the Crock-
er Art Museum.  With four sessions and designed for 
guests ages 4 and up, visitors can choose to make tradi-
tional decorations from around the world or create their 
own decorations inspired by an array of unusual materi-
als. For more, visit www.crockerartmuseum.org

SUNDAY, DEC. 11
SOUTH SACRAMENTO INTERFAITH 
PARTNERSHIP FUNDRAISER AT CHIPO-
TLE: Make dinner a selfless act by joining us 
for a fundraiser to support SSIP Food Closet. 
Come in to the Chipotle at 4001 Freeport Blvd. 
Suite 102  between 1 and 6 p.m. Tell the cashier 
you’re supporting the cause to make sure that 50 
percent of  the proceeds will be donated to SSIP 
Food Closet. Gift card purchases during fund-
raisers do not count towards total donated sales, 
but purchases made with an existing gift card 
will count.

MONDAY, DEC. 12
SANTA TO VISIT SURFSIDE KIDS DEN-
TAL: Ho! Ho! Ho! Surfside Dental will host 
Santa for a free 3-hour event open to our commu-
nity, friends and family to visit and receive a com-
plimentary photo. There will be a photographer 
on site, first come first serve, 9 a.m. to noon. 2615 
Riverside Blvd. Allow one business day for photo 
processing. Photos may be reproduced for person-
al use only. Copyright protected. Photos provided 
by The Joy Archival. For more information, email 
marketing@surfsidekidsdental.com

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 15
HOLIDAY CRAFTS & COCKTAILS AT THE 
CROCKER ART MUSEUM: Due to popular de-
mand, holiday craft night returns to the Crocker! 
Adult guests will enjoy sipping a holiday cocktail as 
they create seasonal decorations, last minute pres-
ents, or special creations for themselves. Participants 
are encouraged to bring their imaginations and good 
cheer for an evening of creative fun. For more, visit 
www.crockerartmuseum.org

SUNDAY, DEC. 18
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE AT ALL 
SAINTS EPISCOPAL CHURCH: “It’s the hap-
piest season of all,” sung Andy Williams. But for 
many the Christmas season doesn’t always bring 
happiness. Particularly if they have lost a loved 
one, are dealing with worsening health issues, un-
employment, or another difficult life situation. For 
those who feel depressed the greeting have a “Hap-
py or Merry” Christmas serves as a constant re-
minder about what they have lost or never had. 
If you feel sad or “blue” with the approach of the 
Christmas season, and would like to be in a space 
where you can acknowledge your feelings in a qui-
et setting, consider attending the service of Blue 
Christmas. The service focuses on the idea that ev-
eryone is not happy during the Christmas season, 
said the Rev. Michael Monnot. Blue Christmas will 
be held at All Saints Episcopal Church, 2076 Sut-
terville Road (across from City College) on Sun-
day, December 18, 4 p.m. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 24
PAJAMA PARTY AT THE SACRAMENTO 
ZOO: Guests can celebrate Christmas Eve for FREE 
at the Sacramento Zoo without even changing out of 
their pajamas! Festive and fun, get there early as the 
Zoo will close early at 1:30 p.m. that day so the ded-
icated staff can enjoy time with their families.  For 
more, visit www.saczoo.org

SATURDAY, DEC. 24, MONDAY, DEC. 26-

SATURDAY, DEC. 31
MARS: YOUR VACATION DESTINATION AT 
THE POWERHOUSE SCIENCE CENTER: Pow-
erhouse Science Center is offering a wonderful holiday 
destination for guests to enjoy a fantastical voyage to 
Mars and experience the retrofitted Science In Motion 
exhibition. Visitors will practice rocket launches, see 
“rover” choices to help them navigate their excursion on 
the red planet, meander along the “Solar System Walk” 
to plot their course to Mars, and find out which critters 
in their live animal collection would be best suited to 
space travel. Plus, Aerojet Rocketdyne will share a spe-
cial launch pad exhibit on display for this week only. For 
more, visit www.powerhousesc.org

MONDAY, DEC. 26-SATURDAY, DEC. 31
UNDERGROUND TOURS OFFERED BY THE 
SACRAMENTO HISTORY MUSEUM: Coinciding 
with the holiday break and offering a unique experience 
for friends and families to enjoy together, the Sacramen-
to History Museum is extending its 2016 season with 
a special week of Old Sacramento Underground Tours. 
Visitors can take the hour-long tour at either 11 a.m. or 
1 p.m. each day during this holiday week. For more, visit 
www.sachistorymuseum.org

Ongoing
SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF SACRA-
MENTO SOUTH MEETING: The club welcomes 
women and girls to the club’s lunch meetings on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday of the month from 12:15 to 
1:30 p.m. at the Aviators Restaurant, at Executive Air-
port, 6151 Freeport Blvd. 

Crockett-Deane Ballet & 
Deane Dance Center present…

Nutcracker & Christmas Angels
Friday, Dec. 16, 8 p.m. - Preview

Saturday, Dec. 17, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 18, 2 p.m.

“The Center” 2300 Sierra Blvd.
Preview only - $7; adults $15

$12 Seniors/Students; $10 Children

(916) 453-0226 • Tickets at door or
www.DeaneDanceCenter.com

CALL AND PLACE YOUR 
EVENT TODAY! 
(916) 429-9901

What’s happening, Land Park? 

Do you have 
an upcoming 
or monthly 
event? 
Let us know. 
e-mail Monica: 
editor@valcomnews.com
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Celebrate the holiday season at Fairytale Town! 
Weather permitting, the annual event called Win-
ter Wonderland will be held at Fairytale Town on 
Thursdays to Sundays, Dec. 8 to 11 and Dec. 15 to 
18 from 1 to 7 p.m. Fairytale Town’s storybook park 
will be open for play, trimmed with festive holiday 
décor and lit up with a dazzling display of lights, 
starting at dusk each night, with a flurry of snow 
falling nightly at 7 p.m. near the Mother Goose 
Stage. Children can enjoy making holiday themed 
crafts, and be able to visit the Peppermint Forest, 
Gum Drop Mountain and the Candy Castle. 

On the weekends, even more holiday fun awaits 
with hands-on activities, a holiday marketplace, Vic-
torian carolers and more. Santa will also be making 
a special stop at Fairytale Town and will be avail-
able for visits and photos in his workshop, locat-
ed in the Children’s Theater, from 3 to 6 p.m. Pho-
tos will be available for purchase for an additional 
cost. Please Note: The Santa line closes at 6 p.m. 
promptly. Printed photos with Santa are $5.

To note: During Winter Wonderland, Fairytale 
Town’s operating hours are 1 to 7 p.m.

Winter Wonderland Tickets: Winter Wonder-
land is free with paid park admission. Weekday ad-
mission is $4.75 per person. Weekend admission 
is $5.75 per person. Children ages 1 and under are 
free. For faster entry, buy general admission tickets 
online and bring the printed tickets when you visit.

Fairytale Town members are free. 

Entertainment Schedule
Thursday & Friday, Dec. 8 and 9:

A dazzling display of holiday lights will light up 
the park starting at dusk

A flurry of snow will fall on the Mother Goose 
Stage at 7 p.m.

Enjoy festive decorations throughout the park, 
and go on a sweet adventure in the Peppermint For-
est, Gum Drop Mountain and the Candy Castle!

Make a holiday themed craft
FRIDAY ONLY: Watch a holiday themed puppet 

show! Puppet Art Theater Company will present a 
holiday version of Jack and the Beanstalk at 6 PM in 
the Children’s Theater. Puppet show tickets are an ad-
ditional $1 for members and $2 for nonmembers. Tick-

ets are available 15 minutes prior to each show time at 
the Children’s Theater doors or at the box office.

Saturday & Sunday, Dec. 10 and 11:
Santa Claus will be in his workshop in the Chil-

dren’s Theater and available for visits and photos 
from 3 – 6 p.m. (line closes at 6 p.m.)

Meet two of Santa’s reindeer from 1 to 7 p.m. in 
Pooh Corner

Enjoy holiday themed hands-on activities around 
town

Listen to a quartet of Victorian carolers as they 
stroll through the park from 4 to 6:30 p.m.

A dazzling display of holiday lights will light up 
the park starting at dusk

A flurry of snow will fall on the Mother Goose 
Stage at 7 p.m.

Vendors will be selling holiday wares and treats
Enjoy festive decorations throughout the park, 

and go on a sweet adventure in the Peppermint For-
est, Gum Drop Mountain and the Candy Castle!

Thursday and Friday, Dec. 15 and 16:
A dazzling display of holiday lights will light up 

the park starting at dusk
A flurry of snow will fall on the Mother Goose Stage 

at 7 p.m.
Enjoy festive decorations throughout the park, 

and go on a sweet adventure in the Peppermint For-
est, Gum Drop Mountain and the Candy Castle!

Make a holiday themed craft
FRIDAY ONLY: Watch a holiday themed puppet 

show! Puppet Art Theater Company will present a 
holiday version of Jack and the Beanstalk at 6 p.m. in 
the Children’s Theater. Puppet show tickets are an ad-
ditional $1 for members and $2 for nonmembers. Tick-
ets are available 15 minutes prior to each show time at 
the Children’s Theater doors or at the box office.

Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 17 and 18:
Santa Claus will be in his workshop in the Chil-

dren’s Theater and available for visits and photos 
from 3 – 6 p.m. (line closes at 6 p.m.)

Enjoy holiday themed hands-on activities around 
town

Listen to a quartet of Victorian carolers as they 
stroll through the park from 4 to 6:30 p.m.

A dazzling display of holiday lights will light up 
the park starting at dusk

A flurry of snow will fall on the Mother Goose 
Stage at 7 p.m.

Vendors will be selling holiday wares and treats
Enjoy festive decorations throughout the park, 

and go on a sweet adventure in the Peppermint For-
est, Gum Drop Mountain and the Candy Castle

*Entertainment Schedule is subject to change

Fairytale Town is located at 3901 Land Park Drive, 
Sacramento. For more information, call the main office 
at 808-7462, the 24-hour line at 808-5233, or email 
mail@fairytaletown.org. 

A ‘Winter Wonderland’ returns to Fairytale Town

Visit us online at:
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m
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The California Automobile 
Museum is pleased to introduce 
a number of new interactive pro-
grams and exhibits of special ap-
peal to children, teens and guests 
of all ages. The Museum recent-
ly launched a monthly reading 
program for young children, a 
distracted driving simulator for 
teens, and now has a dozen iPads 
available for guests of all ages to 
easily access additional content 
and information about exhib-
its on display. These exciting new 
programs and interactive features 
are all offered free with Museum 
admission.

Story Time – First Friday of 
Each Month from 10:30 to 11 
a.m.  

Children ages six and under are 
invited to embark on an adventure 
through the sights, sounds and 
stories that make the automobile 
come alive. On the first Friday of 
each month, kids (and their par-
ents, too) can gather in the new 
children’s area and listen to a story 
about common car-themed topics 
such as lights, horns and wheels. 
After Story Time, the children 
can explore the Museum and see, 
touch, and even climb into and 
onto different cars and car parts to 
experience the story first hand.

Distracted Driving Simulator – 
Next to Drive-In Theater Area

Driver safety is an important part 
of the evolution of the automobile 
and a recurring theme at the Muse-
um. Today, distracted driving – es-
pecially due to texting and phone 
use – is an increasing concern for 
young new drivers. To help com-
bat this, the Museum recently in-
troduced a new driving simulator 
that brings the dangers of texting 
and driving to life. The simulator 
covers general safe driving as well as 
impaired/intoxicated driving, and 
guests are encouraged to hop in to 
experience just how distracting tex-
ting can be while driving.  

iPad Tour – Available at Front 
Desk 

To expand and enhance the Mu-
seum experience, guests are invited 
to utilize one of a dozen new iPads 
equipped with additional imag-
es, videos, facts and figures about 
the galleries, exhibits and automo-
biles on display. For a comprehen-
sive self-guided experience, guests 
are encouraged to stop by the front 
desk and for no extra charge, check 
out one of the iPads available.  

For more information about the 
California Automobile Museum, 
please call 916-442-6802 or visit 
www.calautomuseum.org

New interactive programs 
unveiled at the California 
Automobile Museum
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Matias Bombal’s Hollywood

Wendy Kay  •  The Kay Team
Living & Selling the Land Park Lifestyle

916.717.1013
Kayteamrealestate@gmail.com

CalBRE# 01335180

Recent SOLDS by The Kay Team

4 2608 3rd Avenue in Curtis Park - $479,000
4 5686 Rolling Oak Drive in Oak Creek Estates - $440,000
4 4884 Tusk Way in Elk Grove - $409,000
4 8741 Clay Glen Way in Elk Grove - $298,000

Representing Buyers and Sellers since 2002

Considering a move? CALL ME!

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays

ALLIED, RULES DON’T 
APPLY, and MOANA, now 
playing for your post turkey-
day entertainment.

ALLIED  
The MPAA has rated this R

Paramount Pictures has had 
a good year with movies that 
echo that studio’s past great-
ness. Their new release “Al-
lied” is yet another example of 
the studio returning with force 
as a provider of outstanding 
movies. Directed by Robert 
Zemeckis, a man who has had 
many movie hits, “Allied” stars 
Brad Pitt and Marion Cotil-
lard and is set in 1942. 

The story begins in North 
Africa, where Pitt, playing 
Max Vatan, a Canadian Air 
Force intelligence officer as-
sisting the RAF, encounters a 
female French Resistance of-
ficer, Cotillard, playing Mari-
anne Beausejour. Whilst on a 
deadly secret mission playing a 
happily married husband and 
wife they find themselves at-
tracted to each other, but must 
not act on those feelings dur-
ing the mission, which involves 
“removing” a high ranking 
Nazi officer in Casablanca.

Max and Marianne make 
their way back to England as 
he waits for another assign-
ment. Much to the strong re-
sistance of his superior officer, 
Frank Heslop, played by Jar-
ed Harris, the two are married 
and have a lovely baby daugh-
ter. The baby’s birth is of one 
of the most spectacular of 
scenes, it happens during the 
London blitz. She begins, only 
to be carted out of the hospi-
tal and into the streets under 
the light of incendiary trac-
er bullets, searchlights beam-
ing across the sky and falling 
bombs. Although this movie 
is in wide-screen, it captures 
the feel of classic Hollywood 
with many moments that re-
mind you of great classic films, 
yet does not get campy in any 
way with its tip of the hat to 
tinseltown. 

Doubt manifests in the 
movie’s third act where Max 
gets the very bad news that it 
may be possible that his wife 
and mother of their new born 
baby may be a spy working 
with the Nazis. His difficul-
ty believing the possibility and 
how the idea begins to slow-
ly poison him brings out one 
of Brad Pitt’s best performanc-

es in years; stoic, in love and 
forced with impossible choices 
that make espionage seem like 
child’s play by comparison. Jar-
ed Harris, one of my favorite 
actors working today, who you 
may remember from “Mad 
Men” has a role that remind-
ed me much of Trevor How-
ard in “The Third Man”. He is 
outstanding here.

The beautiful Miss Cotil-
lard is stunning in this period 
setting. Don’t think of this as 
a World War II film as much 
as a World War II drama, in 
the vein of the classic M-G-
M wartime films like William 
Wyler’s “Mrs. Miniver” with 
Greer Garson and Walter 
Pidgeon. Perhaps with a little 
more spice, such as in one of 
the most inventive of love mak-
ing scenes; the principals are 
inside a car in a sandstorm; it 
was a memorable way to han-
dle and cleverly photograph 
such a moment, my kudos to 
Don Burgess, the cinematog-
rapher in realizing such a scene 
with cleverness and good taste. 
“Allied” offers a great produc-
tion, photography and perfor-
mances. Don’t miss it! It’s the 
way movies used to be.

RULES DON’T APPLY  
The MPAA has rated this 
PG-13

Set in Hollywood in 1958, 
Twentieth Century Fox Film 
Corporation brings us “Rules 
Don’t Apply” director War-
ren Beatty’s labor of love in 
which a young starlet has 
been placed under contract 
by movie mogul and aviation 
giant Howard Hughes. The 
small-town beauty queen, a 
devout Baptist virgin, Marla 
Mabry, played by Lily Collins, 
arrives in the movie capital 

with her mother Lucy Mabry 
in tow. She’s played by the ra-
diant Annette Benning. 

As was typical in Hollywood 
of that era, starlets under con-
tract received a weekly sala-
ry, but often had to wait and 
wait before they were asked to 
do anything at all, always hop-
ing for the phone to ring to re-
port to the studio for a screen 
test or wardrobe fitting. Miss 
Mabry has been assigned two 
drivers, working in shifts to 
take her where she desires 
and to work if so called; Levar 
Mathis, played by Matthew 
Broderick and Frank Forbes, 
played by Alden Ehrenreich. 

Frank’s background is simi-
lar to Marla’s, he, a Methodist 
with a girlfriend back home 
set on marring him. During 
their many drives they get to 
know each other and she chats 
on and on whilst he becomes 
interested, but of course, fully 
knowing that he’ll lose his job 
if an impropriety occurs. 

This movie is beautifully lit 
as films of that era were, de-
fining the look of what we 
now consider classic films. I 
find it the most beautifully 
photographed movie I have 
seen this year. This is the sen-
sational work of cinematog-
rapher Caleb Deschanel, who 
was delighted that Beatty 
wanted much in darkness. 

This is a highly entertaining 
picture and the years of plan-
ning have paid off in a fun and 
wonderful movie experience 
you will truly enjoy. Warren 
Beatty plays Howard Hughes 
and in the great tradition of 
showmanship, does not ap-
pear on screen until the movie 
is well on its way. Even then, it 
is in the dark, as he brings the 
complex Hughes to life.

Beatty is in the remarkable 
place to have lived this era in 
his youngest days as a contract 
player himself at the very end 
of the Golden Age of the mov-
ies, its tumultuous changes of 
the 1960s through to the pres-
ent. He gives us a phenome-
nal cast of actors that enrich 
any movie they appear in, in-
cluding Paul Sorvino, Can-
dice Bergen, Martin Sheen, 
Ed Harris, Amy Madigan, Ol-
iver Platt and the ever-work-
ing Alec Baldwin, who had 
also appeared in a similar role 
as an airline executive locking 
horns with Howard Hughes 
in Martin Scorsese’s “The Avi-
ator” in 2004. A nice touch in 
the movie is a new song, which 
gives the movie its title, “Rules 
Don’t Apply” written by Lor-
raine Feather and Eddie Ar-
kin. Go see the movie! It’s ab-
solutely beautiful, I loved it!  

MOANA 
The MPAA has rated this PG

Walt Disney Studios Motion 
Pictures offers their winter-
time big feature with a princess. 
In this case, the Disney Prin-
cess is not actually a princess, 
but the daughter of the chief 
of her south sea island tribe, 
who longs to travel by sea. Her 
feckless father, shocked by past 

danger at sea will not let her 
go, but the lure is too strong in 
young Moana Waialiki (voiced 
by Auli’i Cravalho). 

Adventure she must, so 
with guidance from an elder, 
slightly tetched tribeswom-
an she sets out to sea to find 
the demigod Maui (Voiced 
by Dwayne “The Rock” John-
son). She’s in luck, they meet 
and he guides her, when not 
extolling his own virtues, by 
giving her tips so that she may 
become an excellent wayfind-
er. They encounter monsters 
and many tribulations, com-
pleting the classic hero (in 
this case heroine) cycle.

Simply put, the film is too 
long for adults and children 
at almost 2 hours running 
time. The jokes for adults 
and the consistently brilliant 
animation of Disney make 
you watch to the end, but 
the characters are not as lik-
able as past Disney favorites. 
The musical score and pop 
tunes, penned by the team of 
Broadway’s sensation, “Ham-
ilton”, seem repetitive and un-
inspired. Director Ron Clem-
ents seems not to know when 
to end the story. Unless you 
have a child begging you to go, 
save your money. Here’s hop-
ing Disney’s next is better.



*Holiday Sale prices are not available in conjunction 
with any other offer or discount. Please allow time 
for delivery on some items. All sizes are approximate. 
Colors may vary from what is shown in ad. Some 
items limited to stock on hand. Sale Ends 12/24/16

www.naturwood.com

12125 Folsom Blvd.
Rancho Cordova
916-351-0227

Mon – Fri 10am – 8pm
       mp6 – ma01 taS

Sun 11am – 6pm

$949
reg $1059

POWER RECLINER

$699
TODD Rocker
Recliner

$799
CONWAY 
Rocker Recliner

$799
BUTLER 
Rocker Recliner

$999
WANDERER 
Rocker Recliner

Buy One
Get One

FREE
starting at only $699

$849 reg $939

ROCKER POWER 
RECLINER

$89 SIDE CHAIR
$399 reg $459 QUAIL RUN TABLE

42” ROUND W/1 15” BUTTERFLY LEAF

$99 SIDE CHAIR  
$149 BENCH

$639 reg $699 MANGO TABLE

44”X74” W/1-18” LEAF

$159 reg $179
MISSION NESTING TABLES

$429 reg $499 TWIN DAYBED

$949 reg $1059
12 DRAWER CONSOLE

$329
reg $369

NAILHEAD 
CHAIR

$199 reg $229 STORAGE OTTOMAN

$399 reg $469
52” TV CONSOLE

$349 reg $389

SWIVEL STORAGE CABINET 
W/MIRROR

$329 reg $369 ACCENT CHEST

$859 reg $949 76” TV CONSOLE

$699
reg $759

62” TV 
CONSOLE

$296 reg $656 QUEEN UPHOLSTERED BED

$539
reg $599

COAT RACK 
STORAGE BENCH

$699
reg $779

CURIO CABINET

070171 917517

531730

612908

153839

112572 651812

219761

763456

219713

178134

258473

037677

078763

241563

103770 754773

008633

664572

073561

761544


