
Vol. XVIII, NO. 4 February 19, 2009

Design ideas
to keep you
in your home

See page 16

Huge tribute
to Obama’s
inauguration

See page 5

vINSIDEv

Real
Estate
Quarterly

See pages 12–21

Community 
Calendar
See pages 24–25

Sac school district
wraps up hearings

Community
brings ideas
for education
By Miranda Menestrina
The pockeT News

Despite the cold 
weather and 
rain, hundreds of 

teachers, parents, students 
and community members 
turned out for one of the 
last community meetings 
with the Sacramento City 
Unified School District 
School to express their 
fears about the future of 
the district and generate 
ideas on new revenue and 
how the district can save 
money.

The Feb. 10 meet-
ing at Sacramento Char-
ter High School was the 
tenth of 11 communi-
ty meetings in the dis-
trict’s five “study areas” 
(north, south, east, west 
and central) that have 

Global feasting
Matsuyama Elementary School held its annual fund-raising spaghetti dinner last month with a ‘Where in the World’ 
celebration of cultures.  Students showcased their cultural heritage with a fashion show and dances from around 
the world.  Colorful multicultural art pieces made by students decorated the school’s multipurpose hall.  Desserts 
from all over the world were sampled by those who attended the school-community event. Next up for the school 
is its Cherry Blossoms Festival, from 4 to 6 p.m. Friday, March 6. Families are invited for craft-making and student 
performances. Matsuyama is located at 7680 Windbridge, phone 433-5535. C
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Cleaning products for 
the home are typically 
expensive and can of-

ten be harmful to our health 
and the environment. We can 
easily make our own green 
cleaning solutions that cost a 
fraction of what typical clean-
ing products run and our saf-
er for us, our family and the 
environment. 

You will need to purchase 
some spray bottles and have 
a Sharpie to label them for 
storage. 

Glass and window cleaner
1 cup white vinegar
1 cup water
One-half teaspoon dish soap 
(optional)
3 to 8 drops of essential oils 
(optional)
Old newspapers

Put all ingredients in 
spray bottle and attack 
those dirty windows. The 
dish soap will dissolve the 
waxy buildup left behind by 
typical glass cleaners. Once 
the buildup is gone there is 
no need for the dish soap. 
Clean with old newspapers 
instead of rags to minimize 
streaking. 

All-surface spray
Use this product on counter 
tops, walls and spills.
2 teaspoons Borax
Hot water 
One-quarter teaspoon castile 
soap

Mix the Borax and hot 
water until Borax is dis-
solved and then add the 
soap. Let it sit for a min-
ute or two before wiping 
up. 

The Green Life
eco-seNsiTive liviNg

Environmental economy

How to make your own green cleaning products on the cheap

All-purpose liquid cleaner

Use this product for floors, 
cars and other large jobs.
1 gallon hot water
1 tablespoon baking soda
2 tablespoons liquid soap
1 tablespoon of Borax (optional)

Cleansing powder

Good for grout, stove 
tops, and anywhere else a 
mild scouring product is 
called for. 
2 tablespoons baking soda
Liquid dish soap

White vinegar
Put baking soda in a 

wide mouth jar and mix 
in the liquid soap un-
til there is a nice, foamy 
paste. Work into the sur-
face with a sponge or a rag 
and let sit for one to 15 
minutes depending on how 
dirty the surface is. Spray 
on white vinegar to rinse. 
Wash of f vinegar immedi-
ately to protect sensitive 
surfaces.

These easy-to-make, 
green homemade cleaning 
products are both ef fective 
and safer for you, safer for 
your family and safer for 
the environment -- not to 
mention cost ef fective.

The Green Life is brought to 
you by the folks at California 
Green Cleaning Service. Con-
tact them at 497-0333, or see 
the website: www.californiagre-
enclean.com.



� February 19, �009 Pocket News

By Elizabeth Valente
The pockeT News

District Four Council-
man Rob Fong has 
teamed up with the 

Sacramento Ending Chronic 
Homelessness Initiative to help 
families permanently avoid or 
escape homelessness.  

The program, Faith and 
Homeless Families Initiative, 
is aimed at helping 30 families 
avoid homelessness by match-
ing them with faith communi-
ties to mentor and help provide 
short-term rent assistance, fi-
nancial management tools and 
obtain self-sufficiently.

“We have asked the Sacra-
mento faith community to 
adopt homeless families, in or-
der to get women and children 
off the streets,” said Coun-
cilmember Fong.  “We have 
more than 1,200 people who 

Steps to be taken
Key components of the Faith and Homeless 
Families initiative include:
• Short-term rent assistance.

• Seven financial planning and mentoring sessions 
provided by trained volunteers from faith commu-
nities.

• Case management and support from the Sacra-
mento Ending Chronic Homelessness Initiative.

Program launches with fund-raiser

Faith community asked to help families avoid housing disasters

Councilman Rob Fong: ‘We have more than 1,200 
people who are homeless. I am really looking at work-
ing to address that problem.’

are homeless. I am really look-
ing at working to address that 
problem.”

The program was launched 
on Wednesday, Feb. 18, dur-
ing a fund-raising reception at 
the Crest Theatre, where for 
$20 a ticket people viewed the 
screening of the documentary 
“Where God Left his Shoes,” 
a movie starring John Leguiza-
mo.  The story is about a man 
struggling to move his fami-
ly out of a homeless shelter and 
into better accommodations in 
a housing project.

“The response has been over-
whelming,” Fong said. “We are 
very excited about expanding the 
reach of this pilot project so that 
someday soon all families will have 
housing here in Sacramento.”

The need grows
According to a spokesperson at 

the Sacramento Ending Chron-

ic Homelessness Initiative, more 
families have become homeless 
this year from the current eco-
nomic and housing crisis.  Emer-
gency shelters across the city and 
county are turning away families 
because they do not have enough 
space and beds.  

Director Tim Brown says this 
initiative is a win-win for all in-
volved. 

“It will empower families to 
begin the journey to self-suffi-
ciency,” he said, “and community 
members can put their faith into 
action. And public resources will 

be leveraged to save families from 
homelessness.”

Unlike other programs, the 
FHFI program will serve fam-
ilies who, in better economic 
times, were able to secure sus-
tained employment and hous-
ing; but, in this recession, are 
unable to do so.

“This is not a population 
that is targeted by the 10-year 
plan to end chronic homeless 
in the city and county,” said 
Fong.  “I am looking to shed 
some attention to the local 
(city) issue right now.”

Fong hopes in the near fu-
ture to introduce a plan that 
will help put a roof over the 
heads of many homeless fami-
lies living around the city, but 
it will have to wait because of 
the budgetary issue.  

“It’s terrible (to know) people 
go hungry in our city,” he said. 
“We have to come up with a way 
to help and use it to address the 
homelessness issue.”
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Giant celebration

Lisbon School, 7555 South Land Park Drive, prepared for the presidential inauguration day by 
having all students participate in a variety of activities. Bob  Batten’s second and third grad-
ers’ mural that celebrated Martin Luther King Day and the inauguration of Barack Obama 

made local television on inauguration day. The students implemented their knowledge of ratio and 
the use of grids to create the 25-foot-square  mural. It consisted of  180 individually drawn sections 
that required teamwork and art skills. ‘The students were completely blown away once the project 
was completed,’ said teacher Batten. ‘They had no idea how incredibly beautiful this project would 
turn out.’
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The economic news con-
tinues to be challeng-
ing for the city.  Even 

after last year’s deficit of more 
than $50 million, rounds of re-
tirements and some layoffs, the 
news for the coming budget 
cycle is not good.  The nation’s 
recession and the state’s fiscal 
crisis both impact the city and 
its financial forecast.  When 
council approved the fiscal year 
2008-2009 budget that took 
effect last July 1, cuts of 4 per-
cent in Fire, 8 percent in Police 
and 20 percent in most other 
city departments took effect.  

The projected deficit is, for 
this next fiscal year, again in 

the vicinity of $50 million.  
Furloughs for non-represented 
city employees took effect Jan. 
1.  My office staff members are 
taking one unpaid furlough day 
each month.  

A balanced budget is re-
quired by July 1.  The next 

Budget Workshop at City 
Council will be 6 p.m., Tues-
day, Feb. 24, in the City Coun-
cil Chambers.  My priority 
continues to be public safety, 
especially the need to increase 
police patrol in our neighbor-
hoods.  The meeting is open to 
the public and I welcome your 
comments. 

Closer to home, we are 
bringing budget information 
to the community with the 
Area 2 Community Partnership 

Meeting at 7 p.m., Wednesday, 
March 11, at the Pannell Cen-
ter, 2450 Meadowview Road.  
Please join us. 

New 311 service a winner
  Many of you have al-

ready tried the city’s 311 
service to reach a city op-
erator.  I know this because 
we did aggressive outreach 
in our district when the ser-
vice began and now other 
parts of the city have caught 
on to this great service.  
The 311 service is avail-
able 24/7/365. Calls to 311 
from city residents now av-
erage 32,000 per month.   

Use the service to report 
broken streetlights, code en-
forcement and solid waste 
problems as well as ques-
tions, and even to find a 
phone number you’ve lost.  

If in doubt, call 311.  It’s a 
terrific service and I’m glad 
our residents are using it.

Calendar of events for 2009
 Even with the troubling 

financial forecast, District 
7 events will continue and 
some are already scheduled.   
Please add these dates to 
your calendar. 

Our annual Spring Egg 
Hunt is Saturday, April 11, 
at Parkway Oaks Park (next 
to Lisbon Elementary) and 
begins at 9:30 a.m.  The an-
nual Friends of the Library 
Book Sale at the front park-
ing lot of the Elks Lodge 
will be Saturday, April 25, in 
the morning.  Our 15th an-
nual Pocket Parade will be 
on Saturday, July 4, at 10 
a.m.  Mark Sunday, July 26, 
at 6 p.m. for the annual Jazz 
Concert – location to be an-
nounced.  Last, but certain-
ly not least, mark Tuesday, 
Aug. 4, for National Night 
Out.

Lewis Park update
The renovations to Lew-

is Park are just about complet-
ed.  Improvements include 
more picnic tables and a shade 
structure to enhance playtime 
at the park for adults as well as 
youngsters.  A big thank you 
to the folks who turned out at 
two community meetings to 
review plans and made sugges-

Councilman Robbie Waters
DisTricT 7 UpDaTe

Office staff takes furlough day

Councilman vows public safety as priority during fiscal woes

See Waters, page 7
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tions.  The rehab is better be-
cause of your input.

District 7 students shine
It’s no surprise that we 

have some great students in 
our community but listen to 
this:  Of the six winners for 
the Freedom’s Sisters Essay 
Contest, three of them live in 
District 7. 

Congratulations to Kym-
berly Chann of Matsuyama 
Elementary, Brittany Joe of 
Horizon Charter, and Jus-
tine Cortez of Samuel Jack-
man Middle School.  These 
fantastic students each won 
a $500 U.S. Savings Bond. 
The Freedom’s Sisters ex-
hibit focused on exception-
al African-American women 
in U.S. History and was lo-
cated at the Central Library.  
We honored these students 
at City Council on Feb. 17 
and I invite you to join me in 
supporting and congratulat-
ing these fine young students 
in our community. 

School/library 
construction update

Foundation work at the 
School of Engineering and Sci-
ences progresses smoothly at 
the construction site at Gloria 
Drive and Swale River.    

The school is scheduled to 
open at the new campus in Jan-
uary 2010 at this point in the 
schedule.  Construction of 
the library portion of the joint 
use project should begin this 
spring.  Join us at a communi-
ty update meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, March 23, at the In-
terim Campus of the School of 
Engineering and Science, 6620 
Gloria Drive (previously Bear 
Flag Elementary) in the Multi 
Purpose Room. 

Airport expansion  
The construction work at 

Sacramento International Air-
port is underway now.  In or-
der not to be inconvenienced 
by construction, check the 
project’s website at www.big-
build.org, which includes 
a helpful Frequently Asked 
Questions page. 

Pocket-Greenhaven 
Friends of the Library

The next FOL meeting will 
be at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, 
Feb. 26, at Lisbon Elementary 
School, 7555 South Land Park 

Drive in the Teacher’s Confer-
ence Room.  Call my office for 
more info.  The meetings are 
open to the public and I en-
courage you to join this active 
community group.  

Keeping our quality of life
Are you concerned about 

lacking upkeep on nearby 
properties?  Bugged by a va-
cant house?  Suspect crimi-
nal activity at a certain address?  
Vehicle with “For Sale” sign 
parked in the street?  Call 311 
and report the activity. Or call 
my office at 808-7338. You can 
remain anonymous.  

We need you to partner 
with us, neighborhood asso-
ciations and neighborhood 
watch groups to send the mes-
sage that we are a family-friend 
neighborhood and crime will 
not be tolerated.  

Need more info?   
My office sends out helpful 

community information on an 
e-mail list.  To join the list, visit 
the main city webpage at cityof-
sacramento.org and use the “e-
mail alert” link to sign up.  

Boards and commissions
Following is a listing for 

openings on boards and com-
missions.  The date in paren-
theses is the date applications 
are due.  

Please check the city web 
page at www.cityofsacamento.

org and click on the Boards & 
Commissions icon on the left 
side of the main page for up-
dated information through-
out each month or call the City 
Clerk’s Office at 808-7200. 
Applications can be found on 
the Boards and Commissions 
page.

• Animal Care Services Citizens 
Advisory Comm (3/27/09)
• Human Rights/Fair Housing 
Comm (2/27/09)
• Sacramento City/Coun-
ty Bicycle Advisory Comm 
(2/27/09)
• Sacramento Heritage Comm 
(2/27/09)
• Transportation Programming 
Guide (2/27/09)

Councilmember Waters’ mail-
ing address is City Hall, 915 
I St., Sacramento CA 95814.  
Phone is 808-7338.   E-mail is 
rwaters@cityofsacramento.org.   
Website is www.cityofsacramen-
to.org/council then choose Rob-
bie Waters. 

Waters
Continued from page 6
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It’s no secret: the nation-
al economic downtown has 
taken a wrecking ball to 

our city’s finances.
Property tax revenue has 

plummeted. Sales tax reve-
nue is on a downward spiral, 
down from a projected $53 
million to $47 million. A 23 
percent decline in new vehi-
cle sales has slashed the city’s 
take of the license fee by a 
similar figure. 

‘It didn’t have to be this way’

Mayor takes city to task for its previous ‘wild spending,’ current deficit
Making matters worse is the 

protracted impasse between the 
state’s leaders on the state bud-
get. Top that off with our re-
gion being the epicenter of the 
national foreclosure crisis, and 
you can begin to understand 
why the city is grappling with 
its worst budget deficit chal-
lenge in a generation. Services 
to the East Sacramento neigh-
borhood are on the chopping 
block.

Budget disappointments

It didn’t have to be this way. 
Many other cities in California 
aren’t facing the same strug-
gles. Just a couple hours south, 
Fresno -- a city with similar 
population in our same valley -
- has a budget surplus.

The reason: Fresno took its 
budget bull by the horns be-
fore the economy went south. 
It put aside a reserve. It prior-
itized what mattered to its cit-
izens. As I write this, Fresno’s 
mayor and council are debat-
ing what to do with a budget 

surplus. The likely result will 
be greater efforts to keep the 
community’s streets safe, and 
a cushion to protect against 
a continued downturn in the 
economy.

That’s exactly the type of dis-
cussion I would like to have 
with the council in Sacramen-
to. But, unfortunately, the de-
bate we’re having is entirely 
different.

In January, I proposed an 
outside review by the na-
tion’s top municipal finance 
firm of our city government. 

The initial diagnosis was of-
fered for free -- an amazing 
opportunity. Then, if efficien-
cies would be found, the city 
would pay the firm half of the 
realized savings. For example, 
if they found $500,000 in sav-
ings that were realized by the 
city, then they would get half. 
In other words, there would be 
zero net cost to the city.

Unfortunately, that proposal 
was voted down. The majority 
on the council have delayed ac-
tion, meaning no savings from 
an audit could be realized for 
this fiscal year. I am hopeful 
that this proposal will be resur-
rected.

‘Wildly overspending’
As we head into the heat of 

the budget debate, some say 
they want a “full-service” city. 
In good times, they’d be right: 
our city should be able to pro-
vide a full-range of services to 
all our residents, particularly 
those who need them most. 

And, unfortunately, the ab-
sence of urgency on their 
part has led to our city wild-
ly overspending. In the last few 
months, we’ve spent more than 
$250,000 to count the city’s 
trees and hundreds of thou-
sands for what the city’s own 
press release called “state of the 
art” cat housing.

I’m not against either of 
those projects -- in good times.

But these are extraordinary 
times. Sacramento families are 
losing their jobs, their homes, 
and their savings.

That’s why we have to make 
difficult decisions. And those 
who tout wanting a “full-ser-
vice” city know that simply 

Mayor Kevin Johnson
NeighborhooD maTTers

See Mayor, page 9
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means deep cuts across the 
board, particularly in public 
safety. 

Safety priority
My priority is simple: I be-

lieve the core function of city 
government is to keep our cit-
izens safe. That means more 
police on the streets, not less. 
It means fire stations that are 
open are ready to save lives 
and property instead of being 
idled one or two days a week. 
It means having a city with a 
fully engaged economic devel-
opment team instead of a skel-
etal crew that won’t be able to 
compete with our neighbors.

During the next few months, 
I will be fighting for these pri-
orities.

We face some extreme-
ly challenging days ahead. In 
the coming months, we will 
need to develop a plan to bal-
ance the fiscal year 2010 bud-
get. That will require a series 
of painful cuts to our programs 
and services, as well as layoffs 
that may run as high as 400 to 
500 city workers.

I do not look forward to the 
difficult choices ahead. Howev-
er, I am committed to provid-
ing the leadership required to 
navigate this crisis. 

Mayoral access
That begins by listening to 

you. Each month, I hold of-
fice hours across the city so you 
don’t need to trudge to City 
Hall. I also appear online on 
News 10 every Wednesday, ei-
ther at 11 a.m. or 5 p.m., to 
take your questions online; I 
also take questions on KFBK 
radio every Wednesday at 3 
p.m.. 

We are all in this together, 
however. All of us, every citi-
zen and every city worker, will 
be asked to make sacrifices. 
That’s why your creativity and 
ingenuity are essential. (Have 
an idea to make our govern-
ment work better? E-mail me 
at mayor@cityofsacramento.
org.)

As a third generation Sacra-
mentan, I know our city has 
faced difficult times before. 
As we have done in the past, 
we will emerge from this crisis 
stronger than ever.

Charter reform update
Last month my column was 

focused on an effort to mod-

ernize our city government. 
More than 74,000 signatures 
were collected for two initia-
tives -- a record amount of sig-
natures gathered in time to put 
these measures on the ballot if 
a special election were called by 
the governor and legislature in 
June.

These measures would have 
brought evolutionary -- not 
revolutionary -- changes to city 
government.

Under the first measure, the 
mayor and council would be 
directly accountable to you for 
the way city government is op-
erated -- not an unelected city 
manager. Sacramento’s city 
government would be mod-
ernized for the first time since 
the 1920s in a structure similar 
to California’s other major cit-
ies. (In 2002, the city charter 
was changed to give the may-
or a full-time salary, but did 
not provide full-time responsi-
bilities.)

More than 62 percent of the 
nation’s top 50 cities have this 
type of government. Which 

is why the proposal was em-
braced by a broad array of sup-
porters, ranging from the for-
mer Republican Mayor of 
Fresno, Alan Autry, as well as 
Democrat Gavin Newsom of 
San Francisco. Jeannine Eng-
lish, the former director of the 
state’s Little Hoover Com-
mission supports it, as does 
community leaders and the 
Sacramento Police Officers As-
sociation. Even supporters of 
my former mayoral opponent, 
such as Randy Paragary, are 
backing this initiative.

A city budget analyst 
The second proposal would 

create an Independent Budget 
Analyst, similar to the respect-
ed Legislative Budget Analyst 
that serves the State Senate and 
Assembly. This budget analyst 
would scrutinize the city bud-
get and provide recommenda-
tions to us for savings, provid-
ing an independent review from 
the city manager’s assessment.

However, it’s clear that the 
city budget must be the top pri-

ority of the City Council. And 
unfortunately, some on the City 
Council found that these mea-
sures were a distraction to the 
work that needs to be done in 
balancing the city’s books. I 
love our community too much 
to allow the dissent on this issue 
to spill over to the budget defi-
cit we need to tackle.

For this reason -- and the 
likelihood of a June election de-
clining with every passing day 
of the state budget impasse -
- we’ve decided to stop actively 
collecting additional signatures. 

As a reminder, it was nev-
er our intent to hold a special 

election to vote just on this is-
sue. To save Sacramento tax-
payers money, we intended to 
“piggyback” on a statewide 
special election -- saving at 
least $500,000. That remains 
our intent. And if the gover-
nor and Legislature decide on 
a special election for November 
2009, we’re likely to submit 
the signatures for these mea-
sures so they qualify for that 
contest. 

I remain hopeful that the 
City Council now can put poli-
tics aside and focus on our city 
budget. It is essential that we 
do so.

Mayor
Continued from page 8
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For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

Residential Care Facility
for the Elderly now

accepting applications
Let us care for your loved ones.

Woods Retreat

woods retreat

owner-operated (916) 421-5845

State lic #340306720

perSonalized home care

No contract to sign
No minimum hours

Serving Sacramento’s 
Senior Population

For 30 yrs.

Call (916) 979-4975

PERSONALIZED HOME 
CARE & HOMEMAKER 

AGENCY, INC

document prep ServiceS

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

“pS” errands 4 You

“Ps” errands 4 You

Saving you TIME & $$$
No errand too small

Giving you a helping hand.

patty @ (916) 296-5185
 www.pserrands.com

Sylvia
(916) 955-6089

House Cleaners
House CLeaners

Since 1988

SPECIAL SENIOR RATES!

Email: sachousecleaners@hotmail.com

Bonded–Licensed–Insured

“Our professionalism will exceed 
your expectations!”

Your ad sHouLd be Here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Your ad sHouLd be Here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Your ServiceS are needed
call melissa todaY to place Your ad

(916) 429-9901

Senior living

Senior living

Senior living

Senior livingSenior living

Your ad sHouLd be Here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Your ad sHouLd be Here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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Pocket-area Eagle Scout Steven Pham 
has been selected to participate in 
the April 2 to 5 Asian Pacific Youth 

Leadership Conference at the state Capi-
tol.

 Pham, 16, and a straight-A junior at 
Christian Brothers High School, will join a 
select group of 50 juniors and seniors from 
public, private and charter high schools 
throughout California to attend this 19th 
annual statewide youth conference, which 
is sponsored by the Asian Pacific Youth 
Leadership Project, a non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to promoting youth involve-
ment in community and public service.

Pham, a life member of the National Ea-
gle Scout Association and a long-time 
member of local Boy Scout Troop 259, 
was selected based on his leadership poten-
tial and extensive community involvement, 
both within and outside of Boy Scouts.  

During the Youth Leadership Confer-
ence, Pham will participate in a mock leg-
islature that includes the election of peer 
legislative leaders, lively debate of cur-
rent educational and public policy issues 
through the introduction of legislation, 

and the lobbying of bills during commit-
tee hearings and the Senate floor session as 
well as attend workshops to gain first-hand 
knowledge of the legislative process and 
political activism. 

Local student selected for state conference

Steven Pham: Selection based on leadership.
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John WoodaLL
lyoN real esTaTe

New rules.
This article summarizes many of 
the new federal and state laws 
affecting the real estate industry 
this year, as well as 2008 emer-
gency legislation that went into 
effect immediately.

Eminent Domain 
(From Proposition 99, passed June 
3, 2008)

Responding to Kelo vs. City 
of New London -- where private 
property taken by eminent do-
main was turned over to anoth-
er private person for a devel-
opment project -- Californians 
passed Proposition 99.  Under 
this new law, government agen-
cies cannot take owner-occu-
pied residences by eminent do-
main to transfer to a private 
person except for certain very 
limited exceptions.  

These exceptions include pro-
tecting public health and safe-
ty; preventing serious, repeated 
criminal activity; and respond-
ing to an emergency.

Laws, bills and props

Keeping tabs on the newest laws—local and beyond—concerning real estate

Landlord/Tenant  
(AB 2052 effective Sept. 27, 2008 to Jan. 
2, 2012)
Victim of Domestic Violence 
and Termination of Tenancy

This law authorizes a tenant 
to notify the landlord in writ-
ing that he/she or a household 
member was a victim of an act of 
domestic violence, sexual assault, 
or stalking, and intends to termi-
nate the tenancy. It requires the 
tenant to attach a copy of a spec-
ified report to the notice. 

The tenant is not responsible 
for any rent following 30 days 
from the date of the notice.  The 
notice to terminate the tenancy 

must be given within 60 days of 
date the order was issued or the 
report was made, or as specified.

Identity Theft
The ‘Red Flag Rule’ Final Rule Iden-
tity Theft
Transactions Act of 2008  
(effective Nov. 11, 2008 for compliance) 

Under the Red Flags Rule, fi-
nancial institutions and credi-
tors (includes mortgage loan 
brokers) must develop a writ-
ten program that identifies, de-
tects and responds to the relevant 
warning signs – or “red flags” – of 
identity theft. Examples include 
unusual account activity, fraud 
alerts on a consumer report, or at-
tempted use of suspicious account 
application documents. 

Public Pools and Spas
S. 1771 effective Dec. 19, 2008

This new federal law requires 
new and existing public pools and 
spas to be equipped with anti-
entrapment drain devices.  The 
law applies to multi-family apart-
ment complexes and not individu-
al homes.  A willful violation of the 

drain cover standard could result 
in significant criminal penalties, in-
cluding fines or imprisonment.

California rules for single fami-
ly homes:  New or remodel pool 
or spa permits require similar anti 
entrapment grates and two suc-
tion drains.  Check with your city 
building department for details

Fire “safe zone”
SB 1595 (effective Jan. 1, 2009)  
Revised Owner/Tenant Responsi-
bilities in High Fire Hazard Severity 
Zones/State Responsibility Areas 

A person who owns or controls 
an occupied dwelling/structure 
in a forest, brush or grass-covered 
area within a very high fire haz-
ard severity zone or state responsi-
bility area must maintain a defensi-
ble space no greater than 100 feet 
from each side of the structure, but 
not beyond the property line unless 
required by state or local regula-
tion, or under certain circumstanc-
es an insurance company.  

Home Owners’ Associations 
Solar Energy 
AB 1892, 2180; (effective Jan. 1, 2009) 

Any governing document of a 
homeowners association that effec-
tively prohibits or restricts the instal-
lation or use of a solar energy system 
is void and unenforceable.  Reason-
able restrictions are permissible.

Notification of a Notice of Default
(SB 1511 effective Jan. 1, 2009)

This law permits a homeown-
er’s association to request that it 

be notified of the recording of a 
notice of default and to receive 
a copy of any trustee’s deed af-
ter the trustee’s sale for proper-
ty it has an interest in.    

Amended Written Notice 
Re: Assessments and Foreclosure  
(AB 2846 effective Jan. 1, 2009) 

This law amends existing 
HOA’s notice provisions to 
also include a statement notify-
ing members that an owner may 
pay under protest any disputed 
charge owed to the association 
and by doing so specifically re-
serve the right to contest the dis-
puted sum in court or otherwise.  

The owner may also pay the 
disputed amount and other costs 
levied under protest and file an 
action in small claims court to 
recover them.  Nothing in the 
section added by this law im-
pedes an association’s ability to 
collect delinquent assessments. 

Landlord/Tenant  
AB 2949 (effective Jan. 1, 2009)

Landlords/REO Lenders and 
Abandoned Animals: This law 
requires a person or private en-
tity that discovers an abandoned 
animal in or about the premis-
es of real property that has been 
vacated due to a lease termina-
tion or foreclosure of the prop-
erty to immediately contact an-
imal control for the purpose of 
retrieval and care. (Note: This 
law impacts banks with REO 
properties and their real estate 
agents.)
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Visit Our Web site: WWW.Windermeredunnigan.net

4215 FreepOrt blVd.
454-5753

WOnderFul OppOrtunitY
Newer 5 bedroom 3 bath Meritage built home. 
Media buffs will love the pre-wired home theater/
bonus room with gas fireplace and media center. 
Lovely curved staircase. Gorgeous master suite 
with huge bathroom. See www.9892Castelli.com 
$435,000

COnnie landsberg 761-0411

natOmas On tHe laKe
Welcome Home to Natomas living at its' finest. Open 
living room and plantation shutters. Designer touches 
from the paint color to the wall art. Custom cabinets for 
the media equipment. Wood floors throughout the home. 
Spectacular infinity edge pool, with an awesome view of 
Sundance Lake.  See www.10SageGrouse $399,000

debbie tOWne

COurtYard entrY
Enter through a secure gated courtyard. Enjoy the spacious living 
room w/skylight, lit niche, unique brick hearth & hardwood flrs. 
Large family room is brightened by 2 skylights & wall of sliding 
doors that open to backyard. Oversized quarter basement and bonus 
room in backyard.  See www.2715LandParkDr.com $525,000

paula sWaYne 425-9715

speCtaCular laguna WOOds
Quality built custom home in desirable Laguna Woods in 
Elk Grove. 5 bedroom 3 bath two story home on .31 acre 
lot with 3-car garage and room for RV.  One downstairs 
bedroom with full bath and an enormous bonus room. 
See www.5507LawnviewWay.com $638,000

mOna gergen 247-9555

enJOY tHe saCramentO riVer
Located at the End of the Court! Open your Gate and Walk along 
the River! Beautiful open, light and bright. Large open kitchen 
& family room, sunken living room, wet bar, large dining room, 
romantic master with fireplace. Wonderful views. Must see this 
property.  See www.19AlstanCt.com $879,000

lisa HaVard-rOtZ 698-3323
  

Wisteria plaCe elK grOVe
Beautiful  Garden Glen model buil t  by Lennar Homes in 
2004 with bount i ful  upgrades including hickory wood 
& t i le  f loors upgraded carpet ,  granite ki tchen counters, 
s ta inless  s teel  appl iances  & more.  Trel l ised pat io .  See 
www.9662CountryFal ls .com $409,000

nanCY Wegee 600-5458

CrOCKer elementarY
Open and inviting floor plan flows from front to back af-
fording views of the picturesque front yard to the inviting 
pool and patio in back. This home has beautiful hardwood 
floors, central heat & air, dual pane windows and a 1-year 
old roof.  See www.937RobertsonWay.com $499,000

CHris briggs 834-6483
  

HOllYWOOd parK
You'll love every detail from the hardwood floors, the updated kitch-
en and bath, the crown molding and baseboards to the meticulously 
landscaped yards and great location. Don't miss the numerous fruit 
trees. Includes a large 2 car garage and a covered patio for evenings 
outside. Enjoy! See 2208MurietaWay.com $300,000

Kellie sWaYne  206-1458

CraFtsman bungalOW
Close to Med Center, Light Rail & Restaurants. The 
meticulously maintained 2 bed home with spacious 
floor plan and large living and dining rooms perfect for 
entertaining. The backyard is your own private sanctu-
ary perfect for entertaining or just relaxing. Simply a 
must see!  See www.3433 VStreet.com $325,000

tim COllOm 247-8048

anatOlia best buY
Single story Anatolia home. Upgraded, well main-
tained, landscaped yards, granite kitchen with stain-
less steel appliances, 2 car garage. Bonus room off of 
kitchen perfect for home office. Fabulous price! See 
www.12007EratoCir.com  $265,000 CONTINGENT

Kara labella parKer 716-3313
libbY neil 539-5881
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6850 Westmoreland Way
Great location on quiet street. 
Newer stove and dishwasher. 
Shake roof 12 yrs old. Indoor 
laundry room w/cabinets. Fire-
place w/gas logs. Close to 
Elementary School and JFK High 
School. $350,000
robert billett • 995-0284

1201 fay circle • $ 380,000 - $ 425,000
atchan van pelt • 813-5919

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

823 lake front drive • $899,000-$949,000
SuSie k. parker • 768-8494

“Sign”
Language

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ Low introductory coSt
★ Start anytime
★ Live cLaSSeS

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthLy caSh FLow
★ tenant Screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907

“Sign”
Language

For over 34 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

International
Relocation Service

Buying or Selling out of the 
Sacramento area? Being referred gets 

you, “hooked up,” with the best in 
your destination market! 

Call Lindsay Filby

(916) 451-6702

15 rivershore court
TRULY Lovely four bedroom 
three and a half bath home 
with downstairs master suite, 
remolded kitchen and perfect 
backyard with pool for entertain-
ing! $675,000
susie k. parker • 768-8494

959 south beach drive
CUSTOM four bedroom three 
bath home in gated South Shore, 
large bonus room and desirable 
four car garage all profession-
ally designed & dramatic double 
staircase! $789,000
susie k. parker • 768-8494

“…For Fine older homes and 
quality newer homes”

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

7704 east port drive
RIVERLAKE Gated East Shore 
rare opportunity for a four or 
five bedroom four bath over 
4700 Sq. Ft. home with luxuri-
ous details thruout and just 10 
minutes from Downtown Sacra-
mento! $998,000
susie k. parker • 768-8494
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Universal design is a relatively 
new term that basically means 
that design should consider 

the needs of all ages and abilities.  
No matter the age, height, or physical 

ability, homes should be usable for all.  
Making homes safe and accessible, as 
well as aesthetically pleasing, are goals 
of universal design.  

Another by-product of universal de-
sign is that people can live in their 
homes for longer periods of time, since 
the home meets their needs regardless 
of their physical condition.  Homeown-
er’s, who are elderly, who become ill, or 
anyone who may be challenged as a re-
sult of an injury, can also benefit from 
universal design components.   
 With constantly escalating health care 

costs, the longer that people can stay in 
their homes and function independent-
ly, the better. 

Down to basics
A few of the basic principles of uni-

versal design are that the home’s fea-
tures offer equitable use, flexibility in 
use, simple and intuitive use, percepti-

ble information, tolerance for error, low 
physical effort, size and space for ap-
proach and use.

Examples of universal design features 
are grab bars in convenient locations, 
variable countertop heights, disappear-
ing doors at base cabinets to allow for 
easy access, lever door handles, wid-
er doorways and hallways, ramps (no 

steps), minimal rise or nearly flush door 
thresholds, and minimal rise or no tran-
sition moldings to dissimilar floor ma-
terials.

Also important are adequate clear-
ances for wheelchair passages, ade-
quate lighting, lowered light switch-

Think ramps, wide doors, low counters 

Convenient home designs and modifications make it last a lifetime

KenT eberLe
remoDeliNg savvy

See Design, page 18

Examples of universal design 
features are grab bars in 

convenient locations, variable 
countertop heights ... lever door 

handles, wider doorways and 
hallways and  ramps...
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es, raised outlets, barrier free 
showers, lowered appliances, 
single lever, touch, or hands-
free faucets and comfort 
height toilets.

How to get started
Some of these examples may 

easily be incorporated into al-
most any home, while other 
modifications will potentially 
require some expense or great 
expense.  Obviously, when do-
ing a full-scale remodel, these 
modifications are more easily 
accomplished.  When building 
a new home, these ideas should 
always be incorporated in to 
the new design.

The National Association of 
Home Builders offers train-
ing in universal design.  The 
NAHB’s educational cours-
es can lead to a Certified Aging 
In Place Specialist designation.  
The NAHB website can also 

guide you to a certified profes-
sional.

As always, when remodeling 
or adding on, it is wise to se-
lect someone with both edu-
cation and experience to guide 
you through the process.  Oth-
erwise, the “creep” might 
set in on you, and the cost of 
your project can creep slowly 
up at every turn.  Ideally, bas-
ing your selection of a compa-
ny with a proven track record 
with many years of experience 
is likely your best guarantee of 
a successful project.  

Good luck in finding your 
guide.

Kent Eberle, owner of Eberle Re-
modeling, a Design-Build, resi-
dential remodeling company for 
23 years, is a NARI Certified Re-
modeler, Certified Kitchen and 
Bath Remodeler, Certified Aging 
In Place Specialist, and past pres-
ident of the Greater Sacramento 
Valley Chapter of NARI.  He can 
be reached via their website: www.
EberleRemodeling.com.

Design
Continued from page 16

With constantly escalating health care costs, the longer that people can stay in their homes and 
function independently, the better.

For all your advertising needs turn to the

Call Linda Pohl at�
429-9901�
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Environmentally-friend-
ly design, also known as 
“green design,” is gain-

ing  popularity.  Builders, ar-
chitects, designers and other 
residential professionals rec-
ognize this trend and the fact 
it’s growing more quickly than 
ever.

While the concept of going 
green or green design often en-
tails methods of home design 
that can be costly, do know 
that not all “green” home im-
provement options are that ex-
tensive or expensive.  Many 
eco-friendly, low cost strategies 
can be easily incorporated into 
a home’s design.  

 
What ‘green’ means

Green design is about the 
environment ... our environ-
ment:  Minimizing our impact 
(carbon footprint) and pre-
serving natural resources that 
have limited renewable capa-
bilities.

Unfortunately, many of the 
materials that we favor in our 
homes are from non-renewable 
resources such as stone (mar-
ble, granite) and wood materi-
als.  Quarries are slowly being 
exhausted and many species of 
wood are being cut when the 
tree is smaller in order to meet 
the demand.

Why not select renewable 
materials that are grown and 
harvested for use due to their 
ability for continued growth 
such as bamboo (25 percent 

harder than oak) and cork?  
Additionally, cotton, silk and 
wool are renewable materi-
als that continue to grow after 
harvesting.

 
Inside tips

To reduce the use of water, 
replace old faucets with fau-
cets that have economizing fea-
tures that utilize the same wa-
ter pressure while using less 
water.  Don’t forget to check 
the showerheads.  Purchase 
CFL (compact fluorescent light 
bulbs) that are longer lasting 
and reduce “urban glow.” Pur-
chase new appliances that re-
duce noise pollution.  Make 
certain that you unplug your 
appliances when not in use or 
use a “smart” power strip that 
cuts power when it senses they 
are not in use.

To improve the air quali-
ty and reduce the air pollu-
tion, use paint and finishes that 
are water-based instead of oil-
based.  If possible, avoid prod-
ucts that contain more glues 
and adhesives than other ingre-
dients.  

Try making your own non-
toxic cleaning products.  By us-
ing a few simple ingredients, 
you not only save money, you 
improve your indoor air qual-
ity. 

More alternatives
Consider alternative en-

ergies such as solar light-
ing and heating.  Make cer-
tain the heat and cool air 
loss is kept to a minimum 
by the use of proper insula-
tion methods.  You will be 
amazed at the difference just 

weather-proofing your home 
will make. Weather-proof 
around your doors and win-
dows, the attic and exterior 
walls.  Save energy and save 
money by setting your ther-
mostat a few degrees low-
er in winter and higher in the 
summer months.

Since vehicles are a major 
cause of air pollution, choose 
locally made products to re-

duce the impact traffic has 
on the environment.

By making a few conscious 
eco-friendly choices about the 
improvement of the inside and 
outside of our home, we will 
have made a positive impact on 
our global environment.

Team Black is part of Lyon Real 
Estate. Contact Annette Black 
at 552-7203.

Inside environments

Making your home ‘green’ can be done without exotic expenses
TeaM bLaCK
lyoN real esTaTe

Why not select renewable materials that are 
grown and harvested for use due to their 

ability for continued growth such as bamboo 
(25 percent harder than oak) and cork?

‘Green living’ means taking time to think environmental consequences.
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Pocket/Greenhaven Residential Real Estate Transactions • Fourth Quarter • October–December 2008
Address  BR /BA   Value Date Address  BR /BA   Value Date

95831
6987 13TH ST ......................................3 3 .....................$400,000 .............. 2008/11/13
6270 14TH ST .................................... 4 2.5 .....................300,000 ............... 2008/12/18
7612 AMBROSE WAY ..........................2 2 ......................155,000 ............... 2008/11/18
90 ANGEL ISLAND CIR .....................4 2 ......................319,000 ............... 2008/12/15
127 ARBUSTO CIR .............................2 2 ......................300,000 ............... 2008/10/10
755 BELL RUSSELL WAY ....................3 3 ......................440,000 ............... 2008/12/30
320 BELLO RIO WAY ..........................3 2 ......................335,000 ............... 2008/10/24
606 BLUE WATER WAY ......................2 2 ......................160,000 ............... 2008/12/01
1316 BRANWOOD WAY ................... 3 2.5 .....................387,635 ............... 2008/11/21
7628 BRIDGEVIEW DR ......................4 3 ......................416,500 ............... 2008/10/16
7663 BRIDGEVIEW DR .................... 4 2.5 .....................342,000 ............... 2008/11/19
7006 CATLEN WAY ........................... 4 2.5 .....................335,000 ............... 2008/10/16
642 CAUSEWAY DR .......................... 4 2.5 .....................400,000 ............... 2008/11/10
612 CORIANDER WAY ..................... 3 2.5 .....................282,500 ............... 2008/11/07
80 COUNTRY PL .............................. 3 2.5 .....................445,000 ............... 2008/12/10
1256 EL ENCANTO WAY .................. 3 2.5 .....................350,000 ............... 2008/11/24
7791 ELENA MARIE DR ................... 3 2.5 .....................364,000 ............... 2008/10/17
2 FALLWIND CIR ...............................3 2 ......................323,000 ............... 2008/11/26
9 FIREFLY CT .................................... 3 2.5 .....................277,000 ............... 2008/12/26
12 FLORENCE CT ............................ 3 2.5 .....................300,000 ............... 2008/12/15
7350 FLOWERWOOD WAY ................2 1 ......................178,000 ............... 2008/10/23
6440 FORDHAM WAY ........................3 2 ......................375,000 ............... 2008/11/25
6763 FRATES WAY ..............................3 2 ......................342,000 ............... 2008/12/24
7362 GLORIA DR .............................. 3 2.5 .....................200,000 ............... 2008/11/26
962 GREENSTAR WAY ...................... 3 2.5 .....................369,000 ............... 2008/10/27
915 GULFWIND WAY .........................3 2 ......................265,000 ............... 2008/12/24
4 HARBOR CT ................................... 4 3.5 .....................487,500 ............... 2008/11/06
757 HARVEY WAY ...............................3 2 ......................279,500 ............... 2008/10/02
395 HATTERAS WAY ...........................3 2 ......................270,000 ............... 2008/10/30
18 HAVEN CT ................................... 4 2.5 .....................240,000 ............... 2008/11/13
7441 INGALLS WAY ............................2 2 ......................200,000 ............... 2008/10/30
953 LAKE FRONT DR .........................5 3 ......................479,577 ............... 2008/11/12
6190 LAND PARK DR .........................3 2 ......................340,000 ............... 2008/12/31
6281 LAND PARK DR .........................3 2 ......................307,500 ............... 2008/11/21
6942 LAND PARK DR .........................3 2 ......................285,000 ............... 2008/12/16
106 LAS POSITAS CIR ........................3 2 ......................280,000 ............... 2008/10/28
8059 LINDA ISLE LN .........................3 2 ......................380,000 ............... 2008/10/09
8062 LINDA ISLE LN ....................... 3 2.5 .....................385,000 ............... 2008/10/14
7348 MARANI WAY .............................3 2 ......................260,000 ............... 2008/11/14
7 MARJORAM CT ...............................3 2 ......................263,000 ............... 2008/11/25
9 MARK RIVER CT .............................4 3 ......................520,000 ............... 2008/10/17

15 MAST CT ...................................... 4 2.5 .....................426,400 ............... 2008/11/19
7545 MONTE BRAZIL DR .................5 3 ......................404,800 ............... 2008/12/09
1 NEIL CT ...........................................2 2 ......................168,000 ............... 2008/12/30
5 NOAH CT .........................................4 2 ......................380,000 ............... 2008/10/21
1247 NORFOLK WAY ..........................3 3 ......................500,000 ............... 2008/10/08
6704 ORLEANS WAY ...........................3 2 ......................270,000 ............... 2008/11/26
40 PARK VISTA CIR .......................... 3 2.5 .....................270,000 ............... 2008/12/04
1 PEBBLE RIVER CIR ....................... 3 2.5 .....................390,000 ............... 2008/11/05
6725 POCKET RD ...............................3 2 ......................333,000 ............... 2008/11/07
6841 POCKET RD ............................. 4 2.5 .....................325,000 ............... 2008/10/07
5 POLVADERA CT ............................ 3 2.5 .....................375,000 ............... 2008/12/03
291 PORTINAO CIR ...........................3 2 ......................569,000 ............... 2008/10/15
19 PRINCEVILLE CIR ...................... 3 2.5 .....................997,500 ............... 2008/12/19
7671 RIVER VILLAGE DR ................ 3 2.5 .....................325,000 ............... 2008/12/01
7824 RIVER VILLAGE DR ................ 4 2.5 .....................415,000 ............... 2008/12/19
687 RIVERGATE WAY .........................3 2 ......................204,772 ............... 2008/11/12
31 RIVERPORT CIR ............................4 3 ......................315,000 ............... 2008/12/31
6720 RIVERSIDE BLVD .................... 4 2.5 .....................370,000 ............... 2008/12/30
6780 RIVERSIDE BLVD .................... 4 2.5 .....................253,000 ............... 2008/12/03
7306 RUSH RIVER DR .......................3 2 .......................50,000 ................ 2008/11/14
7627 RUSH RIVER DR ..................... 3 2.5 .....................276,500 ............... 2008/11/21
7633 RUSH RIVER DR ..................... 3 2.5 .....................286,000 ............... 2008/11/26
7645 RUSH RIVER DR ..................... 3 2.5 .....................284,000 ............... 2008/12/12
476 SAILWIND WAY ......................... 3 2.5 .....................388,000 ............... 2008/12/05
7470 SALTON SEA WAY ................... 4 2.5 .....................250,000 ............... 2008/10/31
7700 SHORE DR ............................... 3 2.5 .....................400,000 ............... 2008/11/07
783 SHORESIDE DR ...........................4 3 ......................232,065 ............... 2008/11/18
828 SILLIMAN WAY ............................3 2 ......................251,500 ............... 2008/10/07
7704 SILVA RANCH WAY ...................3 2 ......................475,000 ............... 2008/10/20
1004 SILVER LAKE DR .......................5 2 ......................266,400 ............... 2008/11/21
7444 SPICEWOOD DR .......................2 2 ......................270,000 ............... 2008/10/09
7489 SPICEWOOD DR ..................... 3 2.5 .....................280,000 ............... 2008/12/05
424 SPINNAKER WAY .........................3 2 ......................159,500 ............... 2008/12/01
1179 SPRUCE TREE CIR ....................3 2 ......................239,790 ............... 2008/12/19
15 STARGLOW CIR ............................3 2 ......................420,000 ............... 2008/10/27
708 STILL BREEZE WAY .................. 5 5.5 .....................880,000 ............... 2008/10/02
905 SUNWIND WAY ............................3 2 ......................250,000 ............... 2008/11/06
906 SUNWIND WAY ............................4 2 ......................389,000 ............... 2008/10/07
8 TARRAGON CT .............................. 3 2.5 .....................275,000 ............... 2008/10/14
21 WATERCREST CT ........................ 3 2.5 .....................600,000 ............... 2008/11/18
7706 WINDBRIDGE DR .....................2 2 ......................180,000 ............... 2008/11/26
15 WINDSTONE CT ...........................3 2 ......................299,816 ............... 2008/12/19
330 ZEPHYR RANCH DR ................. 4 2.5 .....................295,200 ............... 2008/12/22
346 ZEPHYR RANCH DR ...................2 2 ......................200,000 ............... 2008/10/07
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Drain after every rain 

The Sacramento-Yolo Mos-
quito and Vector Control Dis-
trict reminds the public to 
“drain after every rain” to pre-
vent mosquitoes. 

Wet weather followed by 
warm temperatures creates an 
ideal breeding ground for mos-
quitoes, so it becomes necessary 
to have good water management 
practices around the house. 

“We’re starting to see many 
mosquitoes now,” said David 
Brown, District Manager. “Mos-

quitoes that have been resting all 
winter are coming out ready to 
bite and begin their cycle.”

 With the recent rains, the 
district urges all residents to in-
spect their homes and drain any 
standing water from household 
containers such as buckets, cans, 
flower pots and old tires that 
might be in their back yard.  

”Swimming pools and com-
mon backyard sources such 
as piles of garbage or old tires 
pose major problems for us,” 
Brown said. He encourages 

anyone who knows of a vacant 
home that has been neglected 
to contact the district.

To report a neglected swim-
ming pool or other mosquito 
breeding problems, call 1-800-
429-1022 or fill out a service 
request online at www.FIGHT-
theBITE.net 

A new home for old plants
Sacramento Area Communi-

ty Garden Coalition is recycling 
unwanted plants and finding 
them new homes at area green-
ing projects including commu-
nity gardens, school gardens 
and green space projects.  

Small trees, shrubs, and 
blubs will be picked up by ap-
pointment.  Also, unwanted 
garden tools, and related gar-
den items and equipment can 
be donated.  

Contact Bill Maynard by e-
mail at sacgc@ulink.net, phone 
508-6025. 

 
Swap your crops

A meeting to discuss form-
ing neighborhood crop swaps 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 3, at the Shep-
pard Garden and Arts Center, 
33rd Street and McKinley Av-
enue.

This is a way to trade ex-
cess produce and fruit that 
is grown in back yards and 
front yards in the Sacramen-
to area.  Bring a few of your 
neighbors to this meeting to 
find out more about this ef-
fort and to learn how your 
neighbors can get free seeds 
to start this effort.  Special 
presentations to neighbor-
hood groups can also be ar-
ranged.  

Contact Bill Maynard at the 
Sacramento Area Community 
Garden Coalition for more in-
formation. E-mail sacgc@ulink.
net, or phone 508-6025.

Inside and Outside the Home
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JOHNNY ON THE SPOT
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Certifi ed Firm • Red Stain Removal
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal Treatment
    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Free in home written estimates
     Call (916) 391-9292

Complete Carpet & Upholstery Care

Sunshine Electrical

Security Lighting
Computer Circuits Etc

Spa Electrical
New Houses/Additions

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca License # 633853

ELECTRICAL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!

Reliable Handyman

HANDYMAN

Doors • Molding • Windows
Cabinets • Electrical 

• Plumbing
Water Heaters • Disposals

All 
15 Years Experience

Call (916) 806-7879

Winter Clean-ups
HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Put up Xmas lights! Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 10 YRS*

 Lic#128758/Ref

CALL 482-1119

DON’T BE CAUGHT IN THE COLD! 
Season Special

Heater Check-up–$59.99 

HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING

FREE ESTIMATES / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS / LIC # 696355

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 

 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

FULSTER CONSTRUCTION

(916)443-4166   (916) 952-0838

GENERA L CONTRACTOR

Custom Remodeling & Additions
Specializing in state-of-the-art 

Kitchens/Bathrooms 
& every aspect 
of construction 

from Painting to Roofi ng

Local References/ Lic# 639780

OLEG’S CUSTOM PAINTING

PAINTING

(916) 719-6872
  Lic# 778634

• Interior/Exterior • Residential 
• Dry Rot Repair 
• Senior Discount 

• Cabinets: Stain/Refi nish/Re-
paint •Wall Paper Removal

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable
Res. & Commercial work

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/Free Est.

Since 1960 in Sac area

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

 Experienced Workmanship 
Standard & customized fencing of all types

Aesthetic Fence Co.

FENCING

(916) 570-3078 ph/fax
(916) 380-0061 cell

Free estimate & consultation!

• Local References  • Unlicensed

• Including patio covers • Gates 
• And repair work 

•Wholesale fence lumber 
also available for retail.

ROBERTS LANDSCAPE
CUSTOM LANDSCAPE 

                  AND DESIGN       
*Sprinklers   *Decks
      *Concrete    *Masonry

Experienced with 
Old Garden Renovation

Call: 444-6458
License # 590317

LANDSCAPING

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News 

Home Improvement page

ROSE & DYNAMIC
PAINTING CO.

PAINTING

 Steve Rose 665-1041

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

References Available
                       BBB - Member

Winter Discount 15% OFF

 Lic# 911035

IMPERIAL TC, Inc.

BATHROOM SAFETY

SlipGrip prevents bathroom accidents
•Apply to ceramic, tile, 
marble tubs/showers

•Slip resistance
• Long life

Call Nick at (916) 456-6034
Lic. #604647

Afraid you’ll slip in the tub??

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231 

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING 
•Window Cleaning (inside/out/screens washed)

• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

BATH & KITCHEN

 (916) 961-3429

BATH & KITCHEN

A “customer fi rst” design/
build company since 1960

Distinctive custom homes & remodeling

Parrott Builders

LIC# 193775www.parrottbuilders.com

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

 Custom Design 
 Remodel and Repair

Call (916) 606-6810

Lic # 908157

HandyHand Service

 Manda
 General Contractor

*Quality work-No extra cost*

Ground-Up Interiors

 (916) 997-4642
Lic#684947

COLOR CONSULTANT

• Consultant for all color
   selection & fi nishes

• Interior decorating &          
project management

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

Free up your time from those pesky 
unwanted jobs. I do odd jobs, 
plumbing, carpentry, concrete 

remove/replace, drywall, hauling, 
graffi ti abatement

NO JOB TOO SMALL!
Call Eric

(916)470-3488
YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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(916) 429-9901
CALL TODAY TO PLACE YOUR  AD

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

CALL 482-1119

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE ESTIMATES / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 

 Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

b & T upholstery & Repair

UPhOLSTERY

Furniture
upholstery at 

its finest

1600-B Kitchner Rd., Sacto 95822
916/392-1959 • 916/995-7177

* senior Discounts
www.bandtupholstery.com

3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

$100 OFF Emergency Repairs
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

TILE & STONE

 (916) 600-3018

• Floors/walls • Counters
• Fireplaces • Patios/fountains

• Bath/shower surround

Professional work at affordable prices!

30 ys experience • References • local
CA license # 924364

Divine Tile and stone

You name it, we can tile or stone it!

DuRbAn Tile & stone
no job too small!

“Workmanship & value in the neighborhood.”

DurbanTile@gmail.com

TILE & STONE

(916) 712-0843 lic #926769

Chico naidoo, owner

your ad should be here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PAINTING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

CORY’S PLUMBING

PLUMBING

(916) 452-5580
 Lic# 700849 

Toilets, sinks, tub/shwrs, 
water heaters, drains, 

water lines 
& more.

All work guaranteed

CALL (916) 429-9901 - MONDAY-FRIDAY

FROM 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

Call for home improvement ad rates

been held to discuss how it can best 
utilize its school facilities and other 
sites to make up for declining enroll-
ment and what seems to be a vanish-
ing budget.

Since 2002, the district has cut $90.4 
million, and since 1999 it has lost 
roughly 10,000. It is projecting a $15 
million to $20 million deficit for the 
2009-2010 school year, saying that 49 
percent of state budget cuts are coming 
out of education.

Idea outreach
Criticized in the past for generating 

ideas before seeking community feed-
back, this time the district decided to 
seek ideas from the community first. 

So far, ideas discussed at previous 
meetings have hit on all subjects, from 
energy-saving tips to leasing office 
space, and from sharing staff to having 
administrators consolidate to a four-day 
workweek. 

“We appreciate your interest, and we 
do value your suggestions,” said associate 
superintendent Philip Moore. “We really 
want to be a model district in the state of 

California, and with your energy and your 
ideas we know we can be better.”

Throughout the two-hour-long meet-
ing, numerous money-saving and mon-
ey-generating ideas were brought up. 

One mother explored the idea of ex-
tending class time to 90 minutes a 
day and implementing a block system, 
claiming that if students had more time 
with teachers, there would be less of 
a need for after-school tutoring pro-
grams, thus saving the district money.  

Another parent asserted that the same 
would be true if class sizes were kept to 
a minimum. 

One parent even talked of renting ad-
vertisement space for local businesses 
on the fences that surround neighbor-
hood schools. 

Parental frustrations
One father of three acknowledged 

the “phenomenal” job of the elemen-
tary teachers in the district, but shared 
his disappointment that the same quali-
ty of teaching is not shown at the high-
school level. 

“You’re losing kids to private 
schools,” he said. “Look at this as a 
great opportunity to welcome tons 
of families back into your district. If 

there’s a school we can send our chil-
dren to with pride, we’ll be there.”

Another parent with a child at Theo-
dore Judah Elementary said that when 
he chose where to send his child, he 
looked for a school that was a “shin-
ing light.” But with larger class sizes 
and the constant threat of closures, he 
claimed that light was fading. 

While school closures are said to be a 
last resort, community members asked 
the district what its plans are for if and 
when that happens. 

“If you start closing schools, you’ll af-
fect neighborhoods that have been strug-
gling for decades,” said one parent. “My 
worry is that if it’s a school in my area, 
my neighborhood will be blighted.”

However, Tom Barentson, the deputy 
superintendent and chief financial offi-
cer of administrative services, reaffirmed 
the district’s goal to leave no school 
“shuttered.”

“If we do close a school, we would 
make sure it doesn’t sit unused,” he said, 
referring to past ideas of using sites for 
community programs or adult classes. 

Met Sac turns out
In addition to the possibility of clo-

sures, students and teachers from the 

Met Sacramento High School, an inno-
vative school in the district at 810 V St., 
packed the room to talk about the ru-
mor that their school will be consolidat-
ed with another. 

Joanna Dixon, a hearing-impaired se-
nior at the Met, explained how her life 
changed after transferring from John F. 
Kennedy High School. 

“[At Kennedy] I was failing and 
not succeeding at all, and I didn’t 
know if I was going to be able to 
graduate, or why I should even try,” 
she said. “Now I have no more neg-
ative thoughts about my future. But 
if you put us together with another 
school, it will just be the same as be-
fore.”

One teacher added that the Met pro-
vides something “absolutely unique” to 
the district.

“We are a jewel,” she said. “Our pro-
gram would be in dire risk of failure if 
we were to be blended.”

All comments, questions and respons-
es have been posted online at the district’s 
Web site, www.scusd.edu, under the Facil-
ity Use Community Meetings section. If 
you have an idea, visit the site, or call the 
district directly at 643-9043. 

Education
Continued from front page
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condos for rent
APPeALInG GrnHVn condo
3 / 2 ,  h a r d w o o d  f l o o r i n g ,  i n s i d e  l a u n -
dry, detached 2 car grg, patio, frplc, access 
to clubhouse & pool w/RV or boat strg. Very 
clean& quiet. Rent $1350. (916) 997-4642.
Greenhaven condo in a park-like setting, 2/1, 
newly rehabbed, very safe gated community, 
parking for 2 cars, w/pool & clubhouse. Rent $950 
(916) 997-4642.

HAndymAn
HAndymAn serVIces
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheet rock,P laster,  Stucco,  Repai rs  and 
Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 908942. call 
steven at 230-2114.

WInter sPecIALs
rain Gutter cleaning – Concrete removal 
(Patio, driveways, borders, etc.) rototILL-
InG, pressure washing/power spray, hauling, 
yard work,  painting, tree & shrub removal, 
clean-up, fence repairs, light tree trimming, 
& more. Ref avail.  Call Les at 838-1247. 
specials for seniors. Licensed.

cAreer oPPortunIty
Advertising sales rep Valley Community 
Newspapers. Generate revenue through ad-
vertising sales, have basic computer skills & 
easy to train. Multi-tasker. Sales exp. a plus. 
Send resume to: kathleen@valcomnews.com 
or mail to: VCN 2709 Riverside Blvd. Sacto 
95818. No calls please.  

AntennA remoVAL
AntennA remoVAL

conover’s Antenna removal service
 Why not remove that old, ugly, unused antenna. 

A home improvment at little cost.  
Call (916) 973-9928 for an appt. for removal.

bookkeePInG
#1 BookkEEPER
25 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechan-
ics, Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We are 
experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & Loss & 
Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. Same low 
1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. 
www.taxirene.info.

commIssIons WAnted
commIssIons WAnted
original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

comPuters
Got comPuter ProbLems?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits in 
the Pocket area. $30/hr. outside the Pocket area, 
travel charge will apply. Problem not fixed? No pay! 
Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 296-7161

 Call  at 429-9901 and place your ad today! 

nAnny PosItIon WAnted
nAnny PosItIon WAnted
FT or PT Nanny position wanted. Daytime hrs 
only & weekends. MA in Education. Call Annette 
@ 916-469-9549 or 916-799-7796.

offIce sPAce for rent
offIce sPAce
office space, yoga studio, wholesale, or craft use. 
1000 sq. ft. one large room + office. New paint & 
carpet. Near Sac City College. 650/month + utilities. 
Call (916) 443-6191.

tAx PrePArer
#1 tAx PrePArer-
25 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax 
returns including Corp & Partnerships. We 
prepare expertly all past tax returns including 
allState returns. Get the most deductions 
allowed to you by law. CTEC Registered & 
Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. Irene 
Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

Vendors/ArtIsts WAnted
Vendors/ArtIsts WAnted
Premiere Venue to celebrate the Arts. Arts 
& Crafts vendors with handmade & original 
items sought for 6th annual East Sac “Arts 
in River Park Festival.” Sat., May 30th, 9-4 
p.m., Scottish Rite Masonic Center. Go to 
www.artsinriverpark.org & click on “vendor” 
for application & info. 

Luxurious famiLy home

(916) 747-9850

SHORT SALE “APPROVED”
MAKE OFFER ASAP!
Excellent Investment 

ONLY $400,000
Hurry and make an offer!

5 bdrms (4 upstairs/1 downstairs 
perfect for in-laws or office)
• 3 car grg • quiet cul-de-sac

• Lrg Master bedroom! 
• 3.5 Bathrooms • 3600 + sq  ft.

• Large beautiful kitchen
  • Family Rm & Huge Living rm 

• Courtyard with fireplace
     • Landscaped front & back

• 3-car garage! 
• Good School District

• Near Golf Course 
& Park for kids

Silver Springs Real Estate Brokerage
Jacob Muscan

Great School District &  Upscale Neighborhood

7915 McGann Court 

or call Chris (916) 215-9343
             CA DRE#: 01796696,01298262

(Leave message after music)Place your ad today!
Call Melissa

429-9901
Call 429-9901 

and place your ad

Advertise in California Kids! 
Family Fun Guide!!!

Serving Greater Sacramento 

For more information, call Marc 
at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

CaLifornia Kids!

AdVertIse  your rentALs

cALL 429-9901.
Call 429-9901

appraiser/estate serviCes

(916) 988-9393

•  Certified appraisaLs
•  LiCensed-bonded-insured
• Competitive rates

Ormolu Estate Services
Full Service Estate Sale Firm

Serving Sacramento Since 1987

Sell your furniture
in the classifieds

There’s always more calendar at
www.valcomnews.com

Feb. 19

Same-sex legal help
Attorney Penny R. Brown and financial 
planner Rebecca E. Harper leads a pre-
sentation on legal and financial plan-
ning for same sex couples, 4:30 to 6 
p.m., The Crocker Art Museum, 216 
O St. Teaches effective estate planning 
and financial strategies. Information at 
808-7000.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Family History Library tour
The Mission Oaks Genealogy club will 
meet, 4 p.m., for a tour of the Family 
History Library, 2745 Eastern Ave, be-
tween El Camino and Marconi. Visitors 
welcome. Information at 483-4703.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

SCC fund-raising concert
DiverCity Records, Sacramento City 
College’s student-run record label, 
presents a spring fund-raising concert 
with the vocal and instrumental talents 
of SCC students, 8 p.m., college’s Lit-
tle Theatre, 3835 Freeport Blvd. Cost, 
$5 general, $2 students with ID. All 
ages welcome, high school students en-
couraged. Information by e-mail at Be-
atriG@scc.losrios.edu.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Audubon
Find out what to do about injured 
birds and animals at a program by Sac-
ramento Wildlife Care Association, and 
meet some “Animal Ambassadors,”  7 
p.m., Shepard Garden and Art Center, 
3330 McKinley Blvd. Free, open to 
public -- parents and children especial-
ly invited. For information call WCA at 
632-1862.

Feb. 21

E-waste fund-raiser
Free, electronic waste collection from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., St. Francis High 
School, 5900 Elvas Ave. Public may 
drop off used electronics including 
computer monitors, televisions, desk-
top and notebook PC’s, VCR’s and 
phones.  Also accepting small house-
hold appliances. (No large appliances 
such as washers.)  Proceeds benefit the 
St. Francis Safe Grad Night. Informa-
tion from Robbin Haitz, 601-8333.  
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Nursing home standards
Beth Mann, president of the Califor-
nia Culture Change Coalition, discuss-
es standards for providing nursing home 

care for Sacramento area residents at 
the monthly meeting of the Sacramen-
to Capitol chapter of the Older Women’s 
League, 10:30 a.m., Hart Senior Center, 
915 27th St. Public welcome. Informa-
tion from Carolyn Negrete, 424-5316.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Night hunters
Uncover the mysteries of owls: what they 
eat, where they sleep, how they find food 
and more, 1:30 p.m., Effie Yeaw Nature 
Center, 2850 San Lorenzo Way, Carmi-
chael. Park entrance fee, $5.  Informa-
tion at 489-4918 or www.effieyeaw.org.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

McClatchy alum game
McClatchy baseball brings back the 
McClatchy Alumni Game, CKM 
alumni vs. 2009 varsity and junior 
varsity, 9 a.m. to noon BP, jv game 
10 a.m., 1 p.m. varsity, with bar-
becue. Open to all alums, old and 
young. Information from Coach 
Denecochea, 769-2679, or e-mail 
denecochea@aol.com.

Feb. 21, 22

Sojourner Truth for kids
Fairytale Town hosts a two-day event 
to celebrate the life of Sojourner Truth 
as part of Black History Month. Each 
day from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., activities 
include hands-on arts and crafts, sto-
rytelling, interactive-clothing displays 
and more. At the park, 3901 Land 
Park Drive. Park admission $4.50 gen-
eral, free to children 2 and under. In-
formation at 808-8886, e-mail magic@
fairytaletown.org, or see the website 
www.fairytaletown.org.

Feb. 22

Mardi Gras Sunday 
Sacramento Banjo Band plays tradition-
al Dixieland jazz, Northminster Presbyteri-
an Church, 9:55 a.m., 3235 Pope Av. Fol-
lowing the music and service, a free Mardi 
Gras luncheon of jambalaya, beans and 
rice, and red velvet cake will be served.  For 
more information call 487-5192, or visit 
www.northminsteronline.org. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Bachathon’ at St. John’s
Sacramento Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists presents some of 
Sacramento’s best known organists in 
a “Bachathon” drop-in recital, 2 to 6 
p.m., St. John’s Lutheran Church, 17th 
and L streets. New, 59-rank pipe organ 
is featured; musicians will play 15- to 
30-minute sessions. Cost, $5. Informa-
tion from Nancy Metzger at 422-5168.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Signs along the river
Focus on the sights and sounds of wild 
life along the river in a guided nature 
walk, 1:30 p.m. Effie Yeaw Nature Cen-
ter, 2850 San Lorenzo Way, Carmi-
chael. Park entrance fee, $5.  Informa-
tion at 489-4918 or www.effieyeaw.org.

Feb. 24

Embroiderers meet
Embroiderer’s Guild of America, 7 
p.m., SMUD Building, 6301 S St. An-
gelica Garrido will demonstrate con-
struction of rugs and pillows using 
cross stitch. Visitors welcome.  Infor-
mation at 961-3558.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free flapjacks for charity
I-Hop’s  fourth National Pancake 
Day, 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.,  serves up 
a free short stack of pancakes, and 
in return, ask guests to donate what 
they would have paid for the pan-
cakes, or more, to local children’s 
hospitals and other local charities 
in the communities. Information at 
www.ihoppancakeday.com.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free remodel class
Get expert information on planning a 
successful remodel from a licensed ar-
chitect and contractor and lead design-
er, 6 to 7 p.m., Applied Architecure 
Inc., 2550 X St. Free. Reservations by 
phone at 456-2656 or e-mail, office@
appliedarts.net.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mardi Gras at Primrose
Primrose Special Alzheimer’s Living fa-
cility hosts a Fat Tuesday party with 
wine, desserts and appetizers, 2:30 to 7 
p.m., 7707 Rush River Drive. RSVP by 
Feb. 18 to 392-3510.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Animal House’ exhibit
Sacramento Fine Arts Center Gal-
leries open  “Animal House,” the 
annual fine art exhibition of ani-
mal themed artworks. Local artists 
interpret the animal world – from 
their pets to sea monsters. Open 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays; 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday. Information from Mar-
garet, 704-8611, or the website: 
www.SacFineArts.org.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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Saturday, February 28, 2009
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Sacramento Asian Sports
Foundation

9040 High Tech Court
Elk Grove, CA 95758

Hawaiian Luau

$50 per person

michael Park Community Clubhouse, 
5750 Grant Ave. Cost, $2. Vintage 
buttons are smaller antiques and col-
lectibles; contemporary collectible and 
studio art buttons also available. Infor-
mation on the website: http://home.
comcast.net/~ButtonBazaar/Show.
html.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pancakes and car wash
All you can eat pancake breakfast 
and carwash, Didion Elementary 
School, 6490 Harmon Drive. Pan-
cakes from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m., $6 
in advance, $7 at the door. Car-
wash from 8 a.m. to noon is a 

fund-raiser for the 2010 eighth 
grade Catalina trip. Cost, $5. In-
formation from the school at 433-
5039 or Tay Ducey, 428-5392.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

E-waste fund-raiser for Waldorf
John Morse Waldorf Methods School 
collects electronic waste, 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., 1901 60th Ave. Items accept-
ed are TVs, monitors, computers, mi-
crowaves, audio and video equipments, 
cell phones, telephone equipment and 
more. Information at 866-335-3373 
or see the website: www.NoEwaste.
com.

Feb. 28, March 1

Camellia Show turns 85
The 85th Annual Camellia Show 
opens today from 3 to 6 p.m., 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5:30 

p.m., at the Sacramento Memori-
al Auditorium, 16th and J streets. 
Blooms may be entered from 7:30 
to 10 a.m. Free, open to the pub-
lic. Informtaion from Don Emit-
ter, 967-8420, or Gary Shan, 
447-1969. 

March 3

Wine social at the Casa
Wine social, Casa Garden Restau-
rant, 2760 Sutterville Road, rais-
es funds for Sacramento Children’s 
Home and features hors d’oeuvres, 
entrée choices of chicken in filo 
and Thai noodle salad with shrimp, 
and dessert, 11:30 a.m. Tickets, 
$16, include tax and tip. Pre-pay-
ment and reservations are required 
at 452-2809.

Energize with herbs
Herbologist Kami McBride discuses 
herbal teas, tonics, condiments and super 
foods to enhance and  maintain energy, 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Whole Foods Market, 
4315 Arden Way. Cost, $20. Informa-
tion and registration at 488-2800.

Feb. 25

Casa recruits volunteers
Casa Garden Restaurant holds a vol-
unteer recruitment coffee, 9:30 a.m., 
2760 Sutterville Road, near Curtis 
Park.  Proceeds and all gratuities from 
the restaurant benefit the Sacramento 
Children’s Home, which is right next 
door.   RSVP to 452-2809.

Feb. 27

Youth Symphony performs
Join the Sacramento Youth Sympho-
ny’s Premier Orchestra for an after-
noon of peace, passion and tranquility, 
featuring the works of Brahms, Boro-
din, and the world premiere of Greek 
composer George Roumanis’ “Sym-
phonic Meditations,” 7:30 p.m., Mon-
davi Center, UC Davis. Tickets, $35 
adults, $20 children, seniors, students, 
available at www.mondaviarts.org. In-
formation at www.sacys.org.

Feb. 28

Lawn alternatives 
UC Cooperative Extension informa-
tion on planting edibles or ornamentals 
in place of a lawn, 9 a.m., Fair Oaks 
Horticulture Center, 11549 Fair Oaks 
Blvd. Free. Information at UC Coop-
erative Extension, 875-6913. In case 

of rain, call 875-6818 to hear a record-
ed message.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sac High athletics crab feed
Sacramento High School Athletic 
Boosters Club crab feed, 3 to 7 p.m., 
school commons area, 2315 34th St. 
All you can eat crab, salad, pasta and 
rolls; silent auction and desserts. Tick-
ets, $35 in advance and $40 at the 
door, from Michele Woodson, 813-
1850 or Coach Gatling, 275-9570.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Button Bazaar 2009
Sacramento Button Club’s annual But-
ton Bazaar, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Car-

Big banjo fest returns
Pocket banjo players Ben Dale, left, and Wes Nakasora will be among the musicians at the Sacramento Banjo Band’s annual Bajo-Rama, 
from 11:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sunday, March 1, at the Carmichael Elks Lodge, 5631 Cypress Ave. Two rooms will furnish continuous 
entertainment, providing an afternoon of lively music  -- primarily played on four-stringed banjos – with all proceeds going to the Shriners 
Hospital for Children. Featured pickers include the Southtown Strummers, Charlie Tagawa and friends, Steve Peterson and Bill Lorey, with 
five banjo bands from the West Coast, the men’s chorus Country Club Aires, and the Norm Gary Jazz Band. Tickets, $20, include food, 
refreshment and parking. Details at the website www.sacramentobanjoband.com, more information from Weldon Ward, 967-2318.
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