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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

After 15 years of representing Dis-
trict 7, City Councilmember Robbie 
Waters recently announced his plan 
to once again run for his seat on the 
council.

Upon making this decision, Waters 
agreed to share information regard-
ing this decision and his recollections 
and future aspirations for the Pocket/
Greenhaven area with readers of The 
Pocket News.

In an exclusive interview with The 
Pocket News in May, Waters was 
still in the process of deciding wheth-
er he would run for a fifth term. But 
on June 12, Waters made it public-

ly known that he would like to main-
tain his District 7 seat.

Commenting on this decision, Wa-
ters said, “I made the decision in the 
last two to three months, discussed 
it with my family, friends and com-
munity leaders. (Waters’ wife) Judie 
and I made the decision to seek a last 
term.”

Part of the discussion of whether 
Waters would run for office again was 
dependant upon whether he felt that 
he could make enough strong contri-
butions during a new term to justify 
re-running for his council seat.

Waters’ answer to this inquiry is ob-
vious based upon the recent news that 

Pocket News exclusive

Robbie Waters to run again for District 7 city council seat

Pocket News File Photo/Lance Armstrong
On June 12, Sacramento City Councilmember Robbie Waters made it publicly known that he would 
like to maintain his District 7 seat.

See Waters, page 30
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

Red, white and blue will be 
out in full stride in the Pock-

et area this Independence 
Day, as the very special, an-
nual Pocket area event, the 
Spirit of the Pocket Parade, 
returns for another year. But 
this year will be even a bit 

Pocket Parade turns 15 years old 

Pocket area to celebrate anniversary, nation’s birthday in style 
more special as the parade 
turns 15 years old.

The free, community-based pa-
rade, which will be emceed by Nick 
Toma of Channel 31 KMAX, is 
scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. and 
last for about an hour.

The starting point of the 
parade is Lisbon Elementa-
ry School at 7555 South Land 
Park Drive. The parade pro-
ceeds from the school down 
Windbridge Drive, then turns 
right at Pocket Road into Garcia 
Bend, where the parade ends.

Parade offers a variety of entries
Expected to include about 

50 or more entries, the fam-

ily-friendly parade will fea-
ture some of the following 
participants:

Sen. Darrell Steinberg: 
The former District 6 city 
councilmember, Steinberg 
will participate in his first 
Pocket Parade as the Pres-
ident pro Tempore of the 
California State Senate. 
District 7 Director Patri-
cia Clark said, “We are very 
fortunate to have President 
pro Tempore Darrell Stein-
berg joining us on July 4. 
It’s great that he can cel-
ebrate with us in his own 
community.”

Dave Jones: A member of the 
California Legislature since 
2004, Jones represents the 
California State Assembly’s 
9th District.

Craig Dunnigan: Dunnigan, 
who is well-known in the 
community for his Riverside 
Boulevard business, Preden-
tial/Dunnigan Real Estate, 
will serve as this year’s parade 
grand marshal.

Capt. Dan Schiele: Schiele will 
be riding in Police car No. 1, 
a 1954 Ford Mainline, which 

See Parade, page 5
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traditionally kicks off the pa-
rade every year.

1943 Seagrave pumper: Retired 
in 1984, this pumper is main-
tained by the Sacramento Fire 
Department. It was a reliable 
asset in its day, pumping 750 
gallons of water per minute.

1975 Seagrave fire engine: This 
engine served the Sacramen-
to Fire Department until 2003 
and following a 15-month res-
toration, it is being presented as 
a tribute to local firefighters.

Engine 11: This engine is current-
ly in use by the local fire station 
at Florin Road and Havenside 
Drive. The station recently cele-
brated its 20th anniversary. Dis-
trict 7 City Councilman Robbie 
Waters, who said that he believes 
very strongly in the value of the 
parade for the community, will 
be aboard the engine to greet 
those attending the parade.

Sacramento Police Department 
Mounted Unit: This is a parade 
favorite, especially with chil-
dren. The unit, which has been 
a part of the department since 
1997, features 1,200-pound 
horses, known as “force mul-
tipliers,” meaning that the ani-
mals can do the work of multi-
ple officers.

Pocket/Greenhaven Rotary 
Club: This is the local rotary 
club, which meets weekly at the 
Executive Airport.

V.F.W. Post No. 1999: Repre-
senting the post, which is sup-
ported and sponsored by Elks 
Lodge No. 6, will be All-State 
Commander “Redd” Black-
stock and Past All-State Com-
mander Dick Brown.

International World Peace Rose 
Gardens: This organization, 
which is well known locally for 
its world peace garden at Cap-
itol Park, has planted rose gar-
dens throughout the world.

1966 Mustang Convertible: 
This classic automobile will be 
driven by David Hamm and 
include its passengers, Elks 
Lodge No. 6 Exalted Ruler and 
First Lady Richard and Barba-
ra Cherry.

Greenhaven Mothers Club: This 
local group of mothers partic-

Parade: Event begins at 10 a.m.
Continued from page 4

Pocket News File Photo/Linda Pohl
A true community event, the annual Spirit of the Pocket Parade starts at 10 a.m. at Lisbon Elementary Schoo1, 7555 South 
Land Park Dr., proceeds from the school down Windbridge Drive, turns right at Pocket Road and rolls into Garcia Bend, 
where the parade ends.

ipates in a variety of activities, 
including co-op babysitting, 
playgroups, family outings and 
supporting charities.

Trek for Troops: Although this 
Westlake Village, Calif. group is 
certainly not local, considering 
its efforts, it is deserving of men-
tion in this community paper 
and just about any other media. 
Consisting of three young men, 
Trek for Troops is hiking 2,658 
miles from the Mexican border 
to Canada for the purpose of in-
spiring Americans to assist in-
jured and disabled veterans.

Sacramento CERT (Communi-
ty Emergency Response Team): 
This is a group of communi-
ty members, who have trained 
with the Sacramento Fire De-
partment for the purpose of 
assisting in the event of emer-
gencies in such places as the 
neighborhood and work place.

Pocket Girls Softball: This local 
girls’ softball league is celebrat-
ing its 40th season.

Historic Flag Display: This en-
try features historic flags repre-
senting the evolution of our na-
tion’s flag. 

Green Machine: Terry Miller 
will present her “Miller Menag-
erie” with her green, all-electric 
“Xebra,” her dogs Tax and Ru-
fus and her parrot, Zazu.

Greenhaven Soccer Club’s “Row-
dy Bunch”: A local group of 
girls, who play soccer and gath-
er together in the name of fun 
and getting rowdy.

Other parade participants in-
clude: John F. Kennedy March-
ing Band and Drumline, a 1913 
Buick Model 31 Touring Car, a 
1967 Chevrolet Camaro SS, Elks 
Lodge No. 6, the Asian Commu-
nity Nursing Home, Greenhaven 
Estates, traditional jazz musi-
cians, a ragtime band and various 
churches and scout troops.

After-parade attractions
Garcia Bend will also be the 

site of an after-parade event 
with a wide variety of vendor 
and community organization 
booths.

Pocket Parade history
As a tradition of the com-

munity, the parade has attract-

ed the attention of many peo-
ple of all ages.

There are certainly those who 
remember the days when there 
was no Fourth of July parade in 
the Pocket area. And of course, 
there are many of the younger 
generation who grew up with the 
parade as if it had always existed.

One such person, Krystin 
Herr, just happens to be the pa-
rade’s chair.

Herr, 23, grew up in the Pocket 
community and attended the first 
parade during her childhood.

“Things have come around 
full circle,” Herr said. “I re-

member going to the (Pocket’s) 
Fourth of July festivities as a kid 
with my parents and now after 
college and everything, people 
my age are coming back to the 
parade and coming back to vol-
unteer. It’s great to see the dif-
ferent generations that have ex-
perienced the Pocket Parade.”

Those who have followed the 
parade – which was originally 
solely operated by community 
members and is now sponsored 
by the city – know that it has 
evolved throughout its years 
and no longer includes some of 
its former accompanying activ-

ities such as its firework show 
and free community barbecue.

Nonetheless, the parade con-
tinues to weave itself into the 
fabric of the community.

The parade’s founder, Pock-
et resident Jeff Dominguez, said 
that he is pleased to see that af-
ter 15 years, the parade contin-
ues to bring the community to-
gether. 

“The parade is still going 
strong and I think that’s a great 
testimony to the community 
spirit and the patriotism of the 
people who live in the Pocket 
area,” Dominguez said.
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

It is certainly not every 
day that one can witness the 
type of scene that recently oc-
curred at a restaurant in the 
Pocket area of Sacramento.

Gathering together for a 
very special reunion, a group 
of about 25 ladies and two 
male guests sat down for 
lunch at Scott’s Seafood on 
the River on Riverside Bou-
levard. But of course, this 
was not the unusual part of 
this assemblage of very close 
friends.

Renting out an entire room, 
this group was meeting to cel-
ebrate the fact that most peo-
ple in the room had reached 
the age of 85 years old.

And these were not just any 
85-year-olds, however, as the 
core ladies of the group were 
alumni of McClatchy High 
School’s Class of 1942.

Complete with a frosted car-
rot cake, which was prepared 
and eventually served in hon-
or of this special birthday, the 
June 10 event was alive with 
memories dating back sev-
en decades and in some cases 
even more.

A tight circle of friends
Close-knit connections 

around the room were many, 
as most participants of the 
gathering had stepped onto 
the Freeport Boulevard cam-
pus to begin their high school 
years in 1939, when the 71-
year-old school was only two 
years old.

Several women, like Betty 
(Terra) Lee and Lois (Lippi) 
Espigares, even attended ele-
mentary school together.

Sitting alongside Espigar-
es in the southwest corner of 
the room, Lee pointed to Es-

pigares and said, “We went to 
William Land Elementary, 
California Junior High and 
then we graduated from Mc-
Clatchy together in 1942. We 
were born in 1924 and we’ve 
known each other since we 
were probably about 5 (years 
old), which means we’ve been 
friends since about 1930.”

This nearly 80-year-old 
friendship has an even deep-
er bond, since Lee, who now 
lives in Cool, and Espigar-
es, who resides in Woodland, 
both grew up as neighbors. 

Lee lived at 1712 W St. and 
Espigares lived at 1508 U St.

“We lived very close to each 
other and we began walk-
ing to school together in the 
1930s,” Espigares said.

When asked to relate any 
special memories of her 
school years, Espigares shared 
a piece of local trivia.

“We had the same prin-
cipal all through our school 
years, starting with kinder-
garten to junior high to high 
school – Sam Pepper,” Espig-

McClatchy High alumnae celebrate memorable birthday

Pocket and Land Park residents remember McClatchy in ’42

Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
A group of female graduates from the McClatchy High School Class of 1942 and several guests met at Pocket area restaurant 
Scott’s Seafood on the River to participate in a special birthday celebration.

See McClatchy, page 7
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ares said. “He was an excellent princi-
pal. He was tall and just a wonderful 
man and I was afraid of him, too. We 
were always afraid that we were going 
to get in trouble and have to go into 
the office. In those days, they used a lit-
tle strap on your backside, but we nev-
er had that. But we were always afraid 
that we would.”

With a grin, Espigares said that 
since boys were generally punished 
more than girls, it would be best to 
seek details about this topic from 
someone like Class of 1942 alum 
Norman Greenslate.

Greenslate, who married his high 
school sweetheart (and Pocket resi-
dent) Dolores Silva, another member 
of the Class of 1942 and the chairper-
son of the day’s gathering, knew Espi-
gares and Lee quite well, since he grew 
up in the same neighborhood at 2225 
14th St., near W Street.

Dolores (da Rosa) Pierce, who also 
grew up in the same neighborhood, 
drove about 50 miles from Grass Val-
ley to participate in the 85th birthday 
gathering.

Memories to the forefront
Pierce said that she enjoyed attend-

ing the event and spending time with 
many longtime friends.

“It’s quite nice to talk and visit with 
your friends,” said Pierce, who worked 
for the state Board of Equalization 
from 1947 to 1984. “I have good mem-
ories of attending McClatchy. I grew 
up at 1308 T St. with my father (Wil-
bert), my mother (Ina) and my brother, 

Robert (of the McClatchy High Class 
of 1946). There were quite a few of us 
(McClatchy students), who lived within 
the area from 13th to 17th streets and 
from S to V streets. It’s a lot of fun to get 
together with old friends and this event 
means that we have bragging rights that 
we made it to 85 and we’re still walk-
ing around, although some are doing so 
with canes.”

Sacramento resident Ruth Ann 
(Cook) Pedisich said that she was for-
tunate to attend the dedication of Mc-
Clatchy High in 1937.

“We all marched down from Califor-
nia Junior High to see the dedication in 
1937,” Pedisich said. “It was a really hot 
day and a couple of the girls fainted. I re-
ally enjoyed going to McClatchy. I used 
to work in the library and I thought Mc-
Clatchy High was the most beautiful 
high school in Sacramento.”

One of several East Sacramento res-
idents in attendance, Eunice (Chris-
tensen) Locke, who grew up near the 
Tower Theatre and sat at the same ta-
ble at the event with her lifelong friend, 
Dora (Marani) Campoy of Granite 
Bay, said that she liked that McClatchy 
High was “a good school that didn’t 
have a whole lot of problems.” 

Campoy, who has fond memories of 
her time as the school’s head majorette, 
shared a humorous story about leading 
an act of rebellion during McClatchy 
High football games.

“We had a vice principal who was 
old fashioned and of course the skirts 
used to come down to our knees at that 
time, so when we went to Hughes Sta-

dium and came out during halftime 
to do our routine, I got the girls to all 
roll up their skirts, so they could show 
their legs a little bit,” said Campoy with 
a chuckle.

Barbara (Hawkins) Jones of Wood-
land added that she has fond memo-
ries of the school’s annual variety show 
and the Turkey Day Game – the annu-
al football matchup against the school’s 
rival, Sacramento High.

Also among those attending the event 
were: Pocket resident Minerva (Mel-
lo) Bruner, the event’s co-chair; North 
Highlands resident Mary Iris (Smith) 
Ryder, who worked at McClellan Air 
Force Base during World War II; East 
Sacramento resident Lauretta (Purcell) 
Geremia, who belonged to SPARS – 
the U.S. Coast Guard Women’s Re-
serve during World War II; Roseville 
resident Muriel (Hopkins) Payne, a 
former Sacramento High teacher; and 
Sacramento resident Arleen (Matson) 
Lotta, who taught first graders in Sac-
ramento for 32 years.

“Sisterhood” thrives
Although the event was certainly a 

special gathering for a very memorable 
birthday, not much time will pass be-
fore these longtime friends meet again.

Committed to keeping in touch on 
a consistent basis, the group meets 
nearly every month throughout each 
year.

Dolores Silva Greenslate, who is 
a founding member of the Portu-
guese Historical and Cultural Society 
and who gained national recognition 

through her part in Ken Burns’ docu-
mentary, “The War,” said, “this is a very 
special group of ladies, who consider 
themselves a band of sisters.”

“These spirited and vivacious ladies be-
lie their age with their enthusiasm for life,” 
Greenslate said. “As members of the Mc-
Clatchy High January and June classes of 
1942, we take a lot of pride in keeping 
our friendships and our many fine mem-
ories alive for as long as possible.”

And with 67 years removed from 
their cherished graduation year, it ap-
pears that this unique group is doing 
quite fine in their mission to maintain 
their much beloved McClatchy High 
sisterhood.

McClatchy: ‘This is a very special group of ladies,’ Greenslate said
Continued from page 6

Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
The Class of 1942’s Nugget was McClatchy 
High’s fifth yearbook.
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By CELIA GREEN
Pocket News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

When a friend of lo-
cal resident Jerry Fujimoto 
asked him for a small favor, 
no one could have known a 
passion would be unleashed 
from inside him, and that 
passion would change his 
life.

“I started quilting in 
2000. My friend Lisa was 
a quilter, and she asked me 
to help cut fabric for her. I 
thought, ‘ That looks kind 
of fun’ so I started on my 
own quilt,” he said. “I’ve 
been quilting ever since. 
I suppose if I had sucked 
at that first quilt I’d never 
have done another.”

But it’s not just quilt-
ing. Fujimoto, who man-
ages www.pocketquilting.
com, designs his own quilt 
patterns with the hopes of 
publishing a book of pat-
terns, and eventually would 
like to open his own quilt-
ing shop.

“I love piecing it togeth-
er. I started getting seri-
ous about quilting in 2005, 
and I had always wanted my 
own business by the time I 
turned 50. And I turned 50 
last year,” Fujimoto said.

An American quilt
After graduating from Mc-

Clatchy High School and at-
tending Sacramento City and 
Cosumnes community col-
leges, Fujimoto started work-
ing at the firm of Dreyfuss & 
Blackford in 1981, as an in-
tern architect, doing pre-de-
sign and construction.

“I found I wasn’t having 
as much fun with the ar-
chitecture as I had been. 
So I gutted the garage at 
my house (in Land Park), 
and turned it into a studio,” 
he said. “ That in itself was 
very gratifying.”

He retired in the summer 
of 2008 and since then has 
been working on his quilts 
and patterns.

“I make my patterns the 
old-fashioned way, on graph 

paper, not using a comput-
er,” he said.

For each pattern, Fujimo-
to makes a sample of the 
quilt, and writes up the in-

structions. He then gives all 
those pieces to his friend 
Lisa, and she also makes 
the same quilt, just to en-
sure the instructions are 
correct and easy to follow. 
To date, two of his patterns 
have been copyrighted and 
are available for sale in lo-
cal stores.

“Once I have 10 or 12 
patterns completed, I’ ll put 
them in a book,” he said.  
“Eventually, I’d like to go 
on a speaking tour. Quilt-
ing guilds often host speak-
ers. I would talk about my 
patterns, technique, and 
teach a class. I have a niche 
– I’m a guy in a woman’s 
world. And people seem 
to like my patterns. When 
people see my work they 
say, ‘You must be an archi-
tect or an engineer’ because 
my piecing is very precise. I 
like using geometric shapes 
and sharp lines.”

A tapestry of life
When he’s not quilting, 

Fujimoto spends time in 
fabric stores all over Cali-
fornia. 

“I’ve had to put myself 
on ‘fabric restriction’ for a 
while,” he said. “I go into a 
fabric store and I can’t help 
myself. I like to touch all 
the fabrics.”

Fujimoto’s studio has a 
large rack of materials to 

be used “someday” in “some 
quilt.”

“I usually look for Asian 
designs. Ninety-five per-
cent of my work has an 
Asian motif. Some of my 
favorite fabric stores are in 
Pacific Grove, Berkeley and 
Cameron Park,” he said. 
“ There’s one shop in El Ca-
jon I always visit when I 
see my sister in Escondido. 
When I walk in the ladies 
in the shop say, ‘Sacramen-
to’s here!’”

Fujimoto sells his quilts, 
and creates them on com-
mission.

“One man asked me to 
create quilts for each of his 
seven grandchildren,” Fuji-
moto said. “I used the fab-
ric their late grandmoth-
er had collected over the 
years.”

Fujimoto constructs 
pieces as small as cat quilts 
(his own cat Katie has a 
quilt on her bed in the 
studio) and table runners, 
or as big as a California 
King-sized bed. The pric-
es range from as little as 
$40 up to $1,200, depend-
ing on the size and intrica-
cy of the pattern.

While many of Fujimo-
to’s quilts are purchased to be 
used as artwork, none of his 
quilts hang in his own home. 

Know your neighbor

A thread through time: Quilter reaps what he sows

See Quilt, page 9

Pocket News Photo/Celia Green
Jerry Fujimoto, who manages www.pocketquilting.com, designs his own quilt patterns with the hopes of publishing a book 
of patterns, and eventually would like to open his own quilting shop.



�www.valcomnews.com  •  July 2, 2009  •  The Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Laughing, he said, “No, noth-
ing hanging, but every bed has 
a quilt on it,” including the 
beds of his mother and teen-
age son with whom he lives 
near Sutterville Elementary.

And if the book of pat-
terns is a success, will fame 
and fortune lure Fujimoto 
away? Apparently not. 

“I’d like to open a quilting 
shop in the Pocket,” he said. 
“I’d sell fabric and patterns and 
offer quilting lessons. There’s 
nothing in the Pocket, but 
there’s a ton of quilters there.”

Jerry Fujimoto can contacted at 
916-216-6057, or go to his Web 
site, www.pocketquilting.com.

Special to The Pocket News

 
On June 17, before elected officials at the 

capitol in downtown Sacramento, Comcast 
announced the 154 California high school se-
niors who have won a 2009 Comcast Leaders 
and Achievers Scholarship, and then partnered 
with state legislators to present each student 
attendee with their individual $1,000 grant.

Fifteen of the winning students were also given 
a personal notebook computer to use at college, 
and Comcast distributed two additional $10,000 
scholarships for a total of $174,000 in grants 
awarded at the special recognition ceremony. 

In addition to their $1,000 scholarships, 
Pocket resident Corrinne Bridgewater of 
John F. Kennedy High School in Sacra-
mento and Kristina Rodriguez of Tracy 
High School in Tracy each won Comcast 
Founders Scholarships of $10,000 – insti-
tuted in honor of Ralph J. Roberts, found-
er and chairman emeritus of Comcast Cor-
poration.

Kennedy High’s Bridgewater will be at-
tending Howard University.

Speakers at the event included California 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Jack O’Connell and David Cohen, executive 
vice president of Comcast Corporation. In 
addition, the students and their families also 

received a tour of the State Capitol, and com-
plimentary admission to the California Mu-
seum, home of the California Hall of Fame.

“In today’s technology-driven, hypercom-
petitive global economy, experience in higher 
education is more important than ever,” said 
O’Connell. “I applaud Comcast for help-
ing to ensure that California and the nation 
share a bright future by offering these schol-
arships to outstanding California students.” 

“Each year, we are excited to provide schol-
arships for these talented students,” said Co-
hen. “Comcast seeks high school seniors who 
demonstrate leadership abilities in school ac-
tivities and who reflect a strong commitment 
to community service. These students are our 
future leaders, and we hope these scholarships 
will help to power their dreams for success.” 

The Leaders and Achievers Scholarship Pro-
gram, one of the Comcast Foundation’s signa-
ture community investment programs, recogniz-
es high school seniors for their leadership skills, 
positive attitude, academic achievement and var-
ious community service activities including men-
toring and tutoring younger students, volunteer-
ing at hospitals and participating in relief efforts. 

In 2009, the program will grant more 
than $1.8 million, recognizing 1,879 stu-
dents attending high schools in Comcast 
communities across the country. 

Pocket student wins $10,000 
Comcast Founders Scholarship

Quilt: Plans for Pocket quilt shop
Continued from page 8

Pocket News Photo/Celia Green
Jerry Fujimoto’s studio has a large rack of materials to be used “someday” in 
“some quilt.”
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

It certainly does not take much 
investigating to discover that the 
history of cinema venues in the 
capital city is well-rooted. And 
within this history is undoubtedly 
the region’s very own Tower The-
atre.

Although it was constructed 
long before the advent of motion 
pictures, the city’s first theater was 
the Eagle Theater, which opened 
in 1849. This theater was the pre-
decessor of the many future movie 
palaces, which would dot the land-
scape of the Sacramento area.

Among these theaters were the 
still famous Alhambra Theatre at 
Alhambra Boulevard and K Street, 
the Senator Theatre at 912 K St., 
the California Theatre at 2931 
35th St., the State Theatre at 1203 
J St., the Majestic Theatre at 310 
K St. and the Actograph Theater 

at 918 K St.

Tower is pillar of 
Sacto

Under the direc-
tion of the Tower 
Theatre Co., which 

was led by its president Joe Blumen-
feld and its vice president and man-
ager Charlie Holtz, the Tower The-
atre opened as a then-very modern 
theater at the corner of 16th and Y 
(now Broadway) streets on Nov. 11, 
1938.

Anticipation for the theater’s 
opening was extended, as it had 
been advertised that the theater 
was to open on Sept. 1, 1938.

An article in The Sacramen-
to Bee on this date, however, not-
ed that it would be a month before 
the $200,000 “neighborhood play-
house” with a stadium seat arrange-
ment and air conditioning would 
open.

The theater, which The Bee de-
scribed in 1938 as “the finest in 
modernism,” was by far a vast im-
provement from about a quar-
ter century earlier, when the same 
property was the site of a city 
dump. Holtz purchased this prop-
erty in the mid-1930s.

The Tower Theatre building was 
constructed as much more than a 
movie house, as it has been home to 
a variety of retail establishments since 
its inception.

The most renown of these busi-
nesses is undoubtedly Tower Re-
cords, which was founded by Sac-
ramento resident, Russ Solomon, 
within his father’s Tower Cut-Rate 
Drug Store, where the Tower Café is 
now located. 

Moving-picture memories
Fondly remembering the theater 

was one of its earliest visitors, Dar-

Memories of a golden age and a silver screen 

Locals remember early years of Tower Theatre  

Pocket News Photo/ Lance Armstrong
The Tower Theatre at 16th Street and Broadway is a historic jewel of the Land Park area.Photo courtesy of Sacramento Public Library, Sacramento Room

The Tower Theatre is shown in this c. 1946 
photograph. See Tower, page 11
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Pocket News Photo/ Lance Armstrong
This historic neon sign, located above the Tower Café on the Tower Theatre building, once advertised for Tower Records, 
when it was located inside the Tower Cut-Rate Drug Store.

ryl VonRotz, who grew up on 
Vallejo Way in Land Park.

VonRotz, who continues 
to hold a special place in his 
heart for the city’s theaters 
of old, with his favorites be-
ing the Tower, the Alhambra 
and the Hippodrome, where 
The Crest Theatre is now lo-
cated, shared his memories of 
the Tower.

“All the kids went to the 
Tower on Saturday after-
noons,” VonRotz said. “Back 
then, for 25 cents, you could 
pay for a movie and still have 
enough money left over to 
buy a Coke and some can-
dy. I remember seeing a lot 
of westerns there such as 
(films starring) Hopalong 
Cassidy (played by William 
Boyd), Roy Rogers and Gab-
by Hayes.”

Sacramento resident Don 
Conner, who grew up in the 
Curtis Park area, recalls a spe-
cial promotion that gained 
him free access into the the-
ater in the 1950s.

“At one point (during the 
1950s), I went to matinees 
when there was a promotion 
with the bottle tops from Pepsi 
Cola that allowed entry,” Con-
ner said. “It got me in for free for 
what seems to me was certain-
ly more than 10 (bottle caps). I 
was probably about 8 or 9 years 
old, because it was just before I 
started Little League.”

Penny (Anton) Kastanis 
of East Sacramento said that 
she has great memories of go-
ing to the Tower in the ear-
ly 1950s.

“My father (George An-
ton) had a restaurant at 19th 
and Broadway and after work 
sometimes, when my dad 
would close up – or else we’d 
go with my mom – we’d go 
down to the Tower,” Kastan-
is said. “We saw movies like 
Abbott and Costello and oth-
er comical movies and we may 
have even seen Casa Blanca 
there. That was when I was 
younger, but by the time I was 
12 years old, I took the bus 
(from East Sacramento) by 
myself to the theater. It was a 
very beautiful theater.”

Loved landmark
The Tower, which is the 

city’s oldest continuously op-
erating movie house, was me-
morialized for its 50th anni-
versary on Nov. 11, 1988.

Prices were rolled back for 
this event, which was known 
as “Tower Theatre Day” and 
featured the Academy Award-
nominated “Algiers,” the first 
film to play at the theater, 
and a 1938 newsreel and film 
short.

With the intent to re-create 
the theater’s original open-
ing day, the cost for the event 
was 25 cents for adults and 10 
cents for children.

The anniversary event con-
tinued for the following two 
days with showings of the 
film, “You Can’t Take it with 
You,” starring James Stewart, 
Jean Arthur and Lionel Bar-
rymore.

Despite being threatened 
with closure, as a result of ef-

forts to increase the number 
of movie screens and compe-
tition for profitable art films 
in Sacramento, the Tower re-
mains an active theater in the 
Land Park community and 
continues to be the site of 
many fond memories of long-
time Sacramento residents.

Tower: Theater opened in 1938
Continued from page 10
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Star on the 
diamond

On Saturday, June 13, the 37th annu-
al Optimist All Star baseball game was 
held at American River College. Opti-
mist All Stars are high school seniors 
chosen by area high school coaches to 
play for either the North team or the 
South team.

Representing Kennedy High School 
was recent graduate Jake Coyle who 
was also chosen first team Delta Valley 
League.

Coyle played 6 errorless innings at 3rd 
base and was two for three batting with 
a home run and was named the Most 
Valuable Player for the South Team.

By ROBBIE WATERS
Sacramento City Councilmember
Special to The Pocket News

15th Annual July 4th Parade
This is the 15th year of the pa-

rade! A whole generation of youth 
has now grown up with a communi-
ty parade as an integral part of their 
July 4 holidays and childhood mem-
ories. 

This year’s parade will start at 10 
a.m. on July 4 at Lisbon Elementa-
ry School and end at Garcia Bend 
Park. Call 429-9901 or 808-7338 if 
you need assistance. 

Parade judges’ stand gets new location
This year, we are moving the judges’ 

stand to the east side of Windbridge 
Drive just north of Rush River Drive 
(next to Riverstone Apartments). 
Therefore, if you want to be near the 
Judges’ Stand and the PA system, this 
is the new location. We are excited to 
have Nick Toma from KMAX-TV 

as our Parade Announcer again this 
year.

Planning a July 4 boating weekend?
Please note that the Garcia Bend 

Boat Ramp will be closed from the 
evening of Friday, July 3, until 2 p.m. 
on July 4 to facilitate the Parade and 
celebration. Alternative ramps are 
available at Miller Park and Discov-
ery Park. 

Summer jazz concert scheduled
The date for our annual Jazz Con-

cert is Sunday, July 26 at Seymour 
Park at Southlite Circle. Southlite 
Circle is off of Havenside Drive just 
north of Florin Road. This free event 
begins at 6 p.m. and we encour-
age you to bring your own chairs, a 
blanket and perhaps a picnic snack 
or dinner. Fulton Street Jazz Band is 
the featured performance. Call 808-
3821 for more information. Those 
of you who attend know how much 
fun this is.

National Night Out
Tuesday, August 4 is National Night 

Out this year when we celebrate part-
nerships between law enforcement 
and communities to keep our neigh-
borhoods safe and deter crime. We al-
ways have great events in District 7 in-
cluding block parties, BBQ’s, ice cream 
socials and more. Neighborhood As-
sociations and Neighborhood Watch 
groups in need of assistance can call 
my office at 808-7338. 

Pocket Coalition
The next meeting of the Pock-

et Coalition group will be August 13 
at 6:30 p.m. at Martin Luther King 
K-8 School, 480 Little River Way, in 
the Multi Purpose Room. The Co-
alition is an organization of Neigh-
borhood Associations and Neighbor-
hood Watch groups in the Pocket area 
that meets regularly to discuss issues 
affecting our community and improve 
the network between the existing as-
sociations and watch groups. 

Keeping our quality of life
Are you concerned about lack-

ing upkeep on nearby proper-
ties? Bugged by barking dogs? 
Suspect criminal activity at a 
certain address? Have a vehicle 
parked on the street for more 
than the 72-hour limit? Call 311 
and report the activity. Or call 
my office at 808-7338. You can 
remain anonymous. We need 
you to partner with us, neigh-
borhood associations and neigh-
borhood watch groups to send 
the message that we are a fam-
ily-friendly neighborhood and 
crime and/or blight will not be 
tolerated.

Councilmember Waters’ mailing ad-
dress is City Hall, 915 I St., 5th Floor, 
Sacramento, Calif., 95814. Waters’ of-
fice phone is 808-7338. E-mail is rwa-
ters@cityofsacramento.org. Web site is 
www.cityofsacramento.org/council, then 
choose “Robbie Waters.” 

City Council District 7 Update

Connecting with the community and City Council
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Visit Our Web Site: www.windermeredunnigan.net

4215 Freeport Blvd.

454-5753

SPACIOUS HALFPLEX
A dream house to entertain in - it is open and 
inviting.  Each bedroom has its own full bath. 
Floor to ceiling brick fireplace in family room 
with built in bookshelves.  The spacious kitchen 
has tons of counter space. 3300 square feet of 
living space. See www.34 PiniosRiverCT.com 
$399,900

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

SOUTH LAND PARK
Spacious and open living areas look out to the private 
gated courtyard area that surround the home with 
beautifully landscaped grounds. The remodeled 
kitchen features newer cabinetry and appliances, 
granite counters and tile floor. Features a brick fireplace 
in the living room as well as the master suite.  See 
www.5861wymoreway.canbeyours.com $499,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

GREAT STREET
Gorgeous 5 bedroom, 3 bath home. Huge lot! Immaculate condition 
looks brand new.  Designer colors, shutters, crown moldings and 
much more. 3 car garage plus carport. Tile roof, Built in 2004. One 
bed and bath downstairs. Great cul-de-sac location. Spectacular 
floor plan. This home has it all. This is a must see. Thank you. See 
www.windermeredunnigan.com $359,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

TIM LEWIS BUILT
Great Value in a neighborhood of newer homes in South Land 
Park built by Tim Lewis Homes in 2003. Three bedroom home 
with open floor plan on a quiet dead-end street. Large master suite 
has sitting area or room for exercise equipment. Come enjoy this 
newer home in an established area. See www.windermeredunnigan.
com $349,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

WEST SACRAMENTO
Beaut i fu l  home loca ted  in  The  Rivers .  Grea t  ne igh-
borhood,  c lose  to  downtown and  f reeways .  Spac ious 
k i t chen  wi th  g ran i t e  coun te r s  and  a  cen te r  i s l and . 
F i r s t  f l oo r  mas t e r  su i t e  w i th  l a rge  wa lk - in  c lo se t . 
Ups ta i r s  lo f t .  Not  a  Shor t  Sa le  or  REO!  See  www.
windermeredunnigan .com $290,000

NANCY WEGGE 600-5458

WONDERFUL CURB APPEAL
Gorgeous 4 bedroom, 3 bath home. Home is in immaculate condition 
- looks brand new! Built in 2005. Tile roof, 3 car garage, separate 
living and family rooms.1 bedroom and full bath downstairs. Spa-
cious kitchen & nook overlooking family room. Designer paint colors 
and upgraded tile.! This home has it all.  See www.Windermere 
Dunnigan.com $309,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

CURTIS PARK COTTAGE
Prepare to fall in love with this adorable Curtis Park Cottage 
only one block from the Park. Open floor plan w/ stunning cooks 
kitchen-remodeled top to bottom. Large private backyard. Remod-
eled bathroom, refinished hardwood floors, dual paned windows, 
CH&A plus all charm and character that Curtis Park is known for! 
See www.windermeredunnigan.com $309,500

DAWN O’CONNOR ROWE 799-4835

DETAILS GALORE
What a wonderful home! Details galore with beautiful living room 
brick wall with handsome fireplace featuring mantle and shelves. 
Sunroom has it's own fireplace and plantation shutters looking out on 
to a lush, private backyard. Enjoy pretty gleaming hardwood floors. 
All fresh interior paint and new light fixtures in many rooms. The 
storage is amazing! See www.1257LucioLane.com $425,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

LAND PARK SPANISH
From curbside to inside you will fall in love with this 
3-4bd 2 bath home. With its classic 1920's Spanish 
design and touches and electrical, plumbing, kitchen, 
A/C and sewer line upgrades, this home offers time-
less architecture with modern conveniences. Beauti-
ful refinished hardwood floors throughout. See www.
LandParkSpanishHome.com $585,000
DAWN O’CONNOR ROWE 799-4835

MOVE-IN READY
A wonderful family home! This home is move-in ready and 
features a large upstairs master suite with a walk in closet, 
an open kitchen with lots of counter space and a dining bar, 
a relaxing backyard with a patio cover, a built-in desk/office 
space downstairs and plenty of storage. Nearly 1600 square 
feet - this is an opportunity you won't want to miss. See 
www.7566WhitmoreSt.view24hours.com $189,000

KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458
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By OFFICER MICHELLE LAZARK
Sacramento Police Department
Special to The Pocket News

Editor’s note: Ask Officer Michelle your 
question by emailing her at mlazark@
pd.cityofsacramento.org or visit her on-
line blog at http://blog.sacpd.org.

Police program to evaluate home safety
Hello Michelle,

I saw your write up in “The Pock-
et News” magazine and had a ques-
tion. I live in the Pocket. I used to live 
in the Washington, D.C. area and the 
PD there had a program were home-
owners could get a appointment and 
have a PD officer come over and give a 
“crime prevention inspection” of their 
house to show weak areas and give 

tips on how to protect one’s home and 
family. 

Do we have anything like that in the 
city of Sacramento? 

Thank you,
Pettipaw 

Dear Pettipaw,
We certainly do have such a pro-

gram. We have Community Service 
Officers (CSO) at each of the po-
lice stations that can accommodate 
citizens in each part of the city. You 
can make an appointment with the 
CSO for your area. Her name is CSO 
Hutchison, and she can be reached 
at 277-6079. She will come to your 
home and look at your lighting, the 
foliage around your house, the locks 
around your doors and windows, as 

well as give you advice on how to safe-
guard your home. We also have in-
formation on our Web site at www.
sacpd.org pertaining to personal safe-
ty as well on how to safeguard your 
home. Click on the “Be safe” button 
to take you to all of the areas. Check 
out our public service announcements 
here as well. Be safe! 

Officer Michelle

Safe place to live
Hi Officer Michelle, 

I’m moving to the area from South-
ern California and I wanted to know 
of the safer areas to live while I attend 
Sacramento State. Any suggestions 
would be greatly appreciated! 

Thanks,
Jabroni21

Dear jabroni21,
First of all, welcome in advance to 

Sacramento! You’ve chosen a great place 
to go to school.  It’s wise to do some re-
search before deciding where to live in a 
city that’s not familiar to you. 

You can research crime statistics and 
crime maps by going to the Police Depart-
ment’s Web site at the Crime Summary 
link: http://www.sacpd.org/crime. More 
importantly, your best bet is to visit Sacra-
mento well in advance of your move. Talk 
to people (including other students) about 
the city, drive around and get the feel of the 
city. Follow your instincts, too. For students 
new to a city, sometimes it can be most ben-
eficial to be in a safe area near to the campus 
to make life easier in your first year.  

Good luck and thanks for writing in!
Officer Michelle

Ask Officer Michelle

Answering your questions on local law enforcement
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Faces and places

Church holds Father’s 
Appreciation Fair

The third annual Community Father’s Appreciation Fair 
took place earlier last month at Riverside Wesleyan Church, 
6449 Riverside Blvd., to honor Father’s Day. In addition to the 
praise and appreciation given to fathers, the event also host-
ed cars, boats, trucks, U.S. Army, Marines and Navy, kid’s face 
painting, bounce house, food, Western Martial Arts Acade-
my demonstrations, Lexus of Roseville, Sacramento Sierra 
Red Cross, Hubacher Cadillac and live music by the “River-
side Rockers.” 

Photos by Linda Pohl

See more Faces & Places, page 18
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“Sign”
Language

“Sign”
Language

For over 34 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

330 rivertree Way
Quality Parker built and meticu-
lously maintained halfplex. Open 
floorplan on lovely street with pride 
of ownership. Attached unit is also 
available if someone wishes to 
purchase both units. $299,000
SuSie k. parker • 768-8494

7217 Santa tereSa way • $359K-$399K
meena chan lee • 837-9104

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

5 SouthcreSt court • $799,000
SuSie K. parKer • 768-8494

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ Low introductory coSt
★ Start anytime
★ Live cLaSSeS

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthLy caSh FLow
★ tenant Screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907

7704 eaSt port drive
RIVERLAKE Gated East Shore 
rare opportunity for a four or 
five bedroom four bath over 
4700 Sq. Ft. home with luxuri-
ous details thruout and just 10 
minutes from Downtown Sacra-
mento! $800,000
SuSie k. parker • 768-8494

10 lori court 
Rare 4 bdrm/3 ba in a custom 
area w/1 bdrm down, full bath, 
wet bar,& fireplace. Enjoy gorgeous 
kitchen, top of the line DeWils 
kitchen cabinets incl roll outs/quiet 
close drawers surrounded by Brazil-
ian cherry flooring. $199,000
meena chan lee • 837-9104

“…For Fine older homes and 
quality newer homes”

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

PENDING
60 moonlit circle
Stunning contemporary with 3 bds 
and 2.5 baths. Amenities include 
corner lot, across from greenbelt, 
2 car garage w/boat access and 
possible RV access, tile, wood 
floors, ceiling fans and dual pane 
windows throughout. $354,500 
Jerry SchWindt • 397-3511

FORECLOSURE OPPORTUNITIES:
	 3901 42nd Ave., 95824, three Houses!, $99,900

	 6345 Fruitridge Road, 95820, 4 bdrm, $159,900

	 6730 Burdett Way, 95823, 3 bdrm, $77,900

	 2283 Oakmont Way, Duplex, 95815, $103,900

Please call Cook Realty for more Information

(916) 451-6702

PENDING

SOLD
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Faces and places 

Church holds Father’s 
Appreciation Fair

Continued from page 15
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Got 
News?
e-mail ryanrose@valcomnews.com
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By BENN HODAPP
Pocket News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

With all that’s wrong 
with baseball these days, 
nothing quite soothes the 
weary sports fan’s mind 
like a good, old-fashioned 
story about what contin-
ues to be so right about 
it. No egos, controversy, 
power struggles or sus-
pensions; just baseball. 
Such is the story of  the 
Land Park Pacific Little 
League.

It’s nothing new for a lo-
cal team to win its Tour-
nament of Champions 
(TOC). But three teams 
in the same year from the 
same Little League? That’s 
certainly new.

“As far as the TOC goes 
I don’t know if (the league) 
has ever done this well,” 
league president Jeff Hin-
richsen said.

Three age divisions were 
represented by the LPPLL 
in the TOC. The Yankees, 
the Minors representative, 
were made up of kids ages 
9-11; the Cardinals came 
out of the Majors with play-
ers ages 10-12; and the Ju-
niors Blue team had players 
ages 13-14.  

Hinrichsen, who is also 
the manager of the Minors’ 
Yankees, talked about what 
made his team so successful 
this year.

Local players dominate

Land Park Pacific Little League hits it out of the park

Photo courtesy
The Yankees steamrolled the competition on their way to an 18-2 overall record.

“I have told this story 
many times,” he said. “I have 
had more talented teams, 
but they couldn’t play to-
gether. These guys were tru-
ly a team. There were no in-
ternal conflicts and they all 
listened.”

Teams like no other
The Yankees steamrolled 

the competition on their 
way to an 18-2 overall re-
cord, going 9-1 in both 
halves of the season. Upon 
reaching the TOC, they 
were primed for a run. The 
single elimination tourna-
ment can be a lot of pres-
sure and it showed early 
on.

“Our first game we had 
some serious nerves going 
on,” Hinrichsen said. “We 
made a lot of errors and we 
were down 6-2 early.”

A late charge saw the Yan-
kees score six unanswered 
runs to take the game 8-6 
to move on to the semifi-
nals. They won that game 
and advanced to the finals 
where they won by a deci-
sive 7-1 score.

Hand it to the Cards
The Cardinals showed an 

impressive array of talent in 
their TOC by winning their 
championship game by an 
astounding 19-0 score.

“ They worked hard to get 
better all season,” manag-
er Randy Wong said. “From 

February through last week 
the players improved their 
baseball skills.”

So it would appear. Their 
first game was decided late 
by a score of 3-1. From 
there it was all Cardinals, 
all the time. A 13-2 victo-
ry in the semifinals set up 
the offensive explosion that 
came in the finals. The Car-
dinals finished their season 
at 21-2 after their terroriz-
ing run through the tourna-
ment.

Nothing to be “blue” 
about

The Juniors Blue team 
had to play by a different 
set of rules before claim-
ing its title. The Juniors 
played in a double elimina-
tion tournament, meaning 
that one loss would not end 
their season. A loss in the 
second game of the tour-
ney was not enough to de-
rail the season for the Blue 
team as they came back to 
win their next three games 
and earned the Juniors ti-
tle in impressive comeback 
fashion.

It was defense that stood 
out in their run to the ti-
tle, according to manager 
Shawn Smith.  

“We made some pretty 
crucial defensive plays,” he 
said. “We threw runners out 
at home and in the cham-
pionship game there was a 
huge double play.”

The Blue team ended up 
with a 15-3 record after the 
championship run.

Baseball was not the only 
sport represented in the 
TOC however. The Minors’ 
softball team was eliminat-
ed in the first round of its 
TOC by the Parkway Sting-
rays by a score of 10-6.
In a league alone

The LPPLL, established 
in 1954, had arguably its 
most successful season ever 
despite tough economic 
times.

“We had 540 kids in base-
ball and softball this year,” 
Hinrichsen said. “We had 
540 when other leagues 
barely had 200.”

As far as the success of the 
league this season, Hinrich-

sen embraces the challenge of 
making Land Park a power-
house of baseball once again.

“Land Park has been the 
baseball hub of Sacramen-
to,” he said. “It was in a lull 
for a while but we’re on our 
way to bringing it back.”

The first-year president 
and sixth-year manager also 
explained why getting kids 
involved in Little League is 
beneficial to their growth.

“ There is a  lot to say in 
respect of socialization 
and teamwork,” he said. 
“It’s hard to teach kids that 
hard work can equal success 
without showing them they 
can do it.”

For 2009 at least, it ap-
pears that the kids learned 
that lesson pretty well.
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By MIRANDA MENESTRINA
Pocket News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

Need a prescription filled? 
Head on over to Parkside 
Pharmacy—Land Park’s 
newest neighborhood drug 
store. Take a step inside and 
you’ll see it’s unlike any oth-
er, where private talks with 
the pharmacist and custom-
ized medication are easy to 
come by.

Recently opened in May 
after a complete renova-
tion, the store is a far cry 
from the original Land Park 
Pharmacy it once was. 

“I didn’t just want a new 
name on an old business,” 
said proud owner, John 
Ortego, who, just a few 
years ago, never would have 
guessed that he would be 
a pharmacist with his own 
independent pharmacy. 

Taking the long road
A masters student in 

Arts Administration, 
Ortego never found a job 
in the field he specialized 
in, and ended up teaching 
special education to se-
verely handicapped chil-
dren. Then, after a mar-
riage and a 30th birthday, 
Ortego reached a critical 
turning point. 

“ I looked at my profes-
sional life and realized I 
wasn’t happy,” he recalled. 
“ I went back to the draw-
ing board and said, ‘What 
do I want to do when I 
grow up?’”

Interested in a variety 
of things, such as law and 
medicine, Ortego real-
ized he had a skill set and 
personality that matched 
with pharmaceuticals. So, 
in 2006, after two years of 

pre-pharmacy classes and 
three solid at the Univer-
sity of the Pacific, he grad-
uated from the school’s 
pharmacy program.

Throughout his train-
ing, Ortego focused on 
becoming an indepen-
dent pharmacist, and af-
ter graduation worked as 
an independent contractor 
with three different inde-
pendent pharmacies—one 
of them being the Land 
Park Pharmacy.

“I purposely put myself 
in situations where I could 
work and learn at the same 
time,” he said.  

And when the owner of 
the 55-year-old Land Park 
Pharmacy decided to sell 
and retire, Ortego jumped 
at the chance to pursue his 
dream. 

Transformation 
Despite trying to keep the 

old pharmacy an indepen-
dent one, the owner of Land 
Park Pharmacy sold the 
lease in 2008 to Rite Aid, 
who simply absorbed the 
files into their Freeport lo-
cation, gutted the building 

The right prescription

The Pharmacist is in: New business revives good old days

Parkside Pharmacy
4404 Del Rio Road

452-2200
Monday-Friday: 9-6

Saturday: 9-5
Sunday: closed

See Parkside, page 23

Pocket News Photo/Ryan Rose
The proprietors of the new Parkside Pharmacy, John Ortego and wife Michelle 
(who provides esthetician services on site), are eager to welcome local residents 
to their new business.
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and left it standing empty 
for months. 

During that time, 
Ortego kept in touch with 
the landlords, Dr. Hebert 
and Inez Yee, and made 
them aware of his plans. 
When Rite Aid’s lease was 
up in November of that 
same year, Ortego stepped 
in and, in January of this 
year, he got the keys to 
his very own independent 
pharmacy.

Before opening in May, 
however, the building un-
derwent an upgrade. New 
flooring, lighting, cabinets 
and fixtures brought it up 
to date and ready to serve 
the community.

Without a client in his 
book, Ortego opened the 
doors to the pharmacy with 
the hope that his custom-
er base would grow quickly 
and steadily. 

“For 55 years people were 
coming to this location to 
get their prescriptions,” 
Ortego said. “I hoped that 
out of convenience and hab-
it people would come back, 
and so far that’s proved to 
be the case.”

A unique experience
With the number of inde-

pendent pharmacies in Sac-

Parkside: New biz is part personal pharmacist, part spa experience
Continued from page 22

Pocket News Photo/Ryan Rose
Esthetician Jessica Needham prepares her wares at Land Park’s new Parkside Pharmacy.

ramento declining, and the 
number of chain stores in-
creasing, Ortego has installed 
a number of unique elements 
into his store that sets it apart 
from all the rest.

The first, and most essen-
tial to Ortego, is the quali-
ty of pharmaceutical care he 
provides for his customers. 

“When you go to big 
chains, you have to re-
quest to speak to a pharma-
cist. And when you get the 
chance, he or she is behind 
glass,” Ortego complained. 
“Come here and I’ll talk to 
you privately behind closed 
doors.”

Another element that 
separates Parkside Pharma-
cy from other competitors 
is its delivery service that 
sends prescriptions directly 
to a customer’s home. 

Parkside Pharmacy is also 
unique in the fact that it 
works in a triad with doc-
tors and patients to cus-
tomize medication. 

“We hone in on exact-
ly what a particular patient 
needs, and work closely 
with doctors to get it right,” 
Ortego stated. 

And finally, the store is 
more than just a pharmacy. 
While the sign on the roof 
reads “Parkside Pharmacy,” 

the sign on the door and all 
the store’s literature states 
the full name: Parkside 
Pharmacy, Compounding 
and Wellness Center. The 
store’s floor space is divid-
ed between the pharmacy, 
a boutique and a skin spa 
that is run by Ortego’s wife, 
Michelle, a certified esthe-
tician.

Future plans
While Parkside Pharma-

cy has only been open for 
a few weeks, Ortego’s en-
trepreneurial spirit is any-
thing but quenched. 

Hoping to quickly change 
the status of his business 
from start-up to mature, 
Ortego plans to have the 
pharmacy be self sufficient 
within two years without 
losing the unique person-
al touch. In five years, he 
wants to replicate the mod-
el in a few more places, in-
cluding the foothills and 
even Davis.

“And in ten years I want 
to travel and spend time 
with my family,” he said.  
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Get in the calendar

Is your club, group, church, school, or 
organization having an upcoming event? 
Let us know. Send information about your 
event—including date, time, location, a 
brief description, cost (if any), and contact 
information—to Calendar, c/o Valley 
Community Newspapers, 2709 Riverside Blvd., 
Sacramento, CA 95818, or e-mail ryanrose@
valcomnews.com. Deadline is one week before 
publication. Priority is given to events that are 
in the community and/or of little or no cost.

July

Annual July 4 Pocket Parade
Red, white and blue will be out in full stride 
in the Pocket area this Independence Day, as 
the very special, annual Pocket area event, the 
Pocket Parade, returns for another year. But 
this year will be even a bit more special as the 
parade turns 15 years old. The free, commu-
nity-based parade, which will be emceed by 
Nick Toma of Channel 31 KMAX, is sched-
uled to begin at 10 a.m. and last for about an 
hour. The starting point of the parade is Lis-
bon Elementary School at 7555 South Land 
Park Drive. The parade proceeds from the 
school down Windbridge Drive, then turns 
right at Pocket Road into Garcia Bend, where 
the parade ends.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Music Camp
Northminster Presbyterian Church is offer-
ing a week-long music camp for 2nd - 12th 
graders from July 6 to 10, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 

3235 Pope Ave. Children will have the op-
portunity to learn to play musical instru-
ments including guitar, percussion, song 
flute, and chimes, do drumming, work with 
props and set decorations as well as partic-
ipate in singing and movement.  They will 
also be putting a musical together. The musi-
cal, Fruit for Thought, will be performed on 
Sunday, July 12, during the worship service 
(9:55 a.m.)  Children are asked to bring their 
lunch. Snacks and drinks will be provided.  
The cost is $25.  For more information, call 
487-5192 or visit Northminsteronline.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Summer Concert Series
Parkside Community Church, 5700 S. Land 
Park Dr., will host area musicians to present 
Seven Summer Sundays + One Concert Se-
ries. The series funds the work and mission 
of Parkside Community Church. Suggest-
ed donations for each concert are: $10 per 
person; $30 per family; and a “Season Spe-
cial” of $65 per person for all eight concerts. 
Tickets may be purchased at the church of-
fice between 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday, at the door, or by 
phone at 421-0492. The concerts are the Se-
quential Sundays at 7 p.m. from July 12 to 
August 30. For more info, call 391-3317.

July 4

Fun Run/Walk
It’s time for the 14th annual 4th of July Fun 
Run/Walk at Matsuyama Elementary. Ev-
eryone is invited to attend this communi-
ty and family oriented event, which rais-

es funds for the 2009-2010 sixth graders 
to attend the Sly Park Environmental Sci-
ence Camp. The Fun Run/Walk is a 5K/8K 
event that take place on Saturday, July 4th. 
The race begins at Matsuyama Elementary 
School, 7680 Windbridge Drive. Check in 
begins at 7 a.m. and the race start time is 8 
a.m. Fees are $15 includes event T-shirt be-
fore May 22; after May 22, the fee is $20. 
For more information, please contact Poh- 
Ling Oon at 424-0873.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael’s Gala Parade and 

Fireworks Show
Begin your 4th of July celebration by attend-
ing the pancake breakfast (7am -11am) at 
Carmichael Park, sponsored by the Kiwan-
is Club of Carmichael. After, walk over and 
enjoy the Annual Elk’s Club Parade
(10:30 am) featuring many wonderful com-
munity floats, marching bands, equestrian 
entries, military units, antique automobiles, 
and much more! The parade route starts at 
Marconi/Fair Oaks and continues down 
Fair Oaks Boulevard to Cypress/ Manza-
nita. The Grand Stand is located across the 
street from Carmichael Park, 5750 Grant 
Avenue. Don’t miss out on one of the Larg-
est and Oldest parades in the region! For 
more information on float registration email 
Jim Warrick at jdwarrick@lanset.com or call 
the Elks Lodge at 489-2103.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael’s Fourth of July Fire-

works Show
The evening will culminate with the annu-
al Fireworks Show at La Sierra Communi-
ty Center, 5325 Engle Road, Carmichael, 
CA 95608. Beginning at 4pm the Sacramen-
to Firefighters Association will host free kids’ 
activities, fire trucks, demos and music.  In-
flatable’s and free kids’ activities will con-
tinue throughout the evening along with a 
performance by the Sacramento Valley Sym-
phonic Band at 7pm a Touchstone Theater 
performance at 8 p.m. and the fireworks at 
approximately 9:15 p.m. The Fireworks dis-
play is sponsored by the Carmichael Recre-
ation and Park District and Mission Oaks 
Recreation and Park District and new this 
year, Sacramento Metropolitan Fire Fighter 
Association. For more information: call (916) 
485-5322 or visit www.carmichaelpark.com.

July 8

Lower House Payment
Attend this free seminar to get answers on 
short sales vs. loan modifications. The meet-
ing is 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 4305 Freeport Blvd. 
RSVP Deb Luna or Anthony Carrillo at 
www.cookrealty.net or 834-1947 or 833-6266.

July 9

Computer club meeting
Mission Oaks Computer Club will meet at 
Mission Oaks Community Center, 4701 Gib-
bons Drive, Carmichael from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Alan Drew with Wireless Toyz, will pres-
ent: Everything you wanted to know about cell 
phones whether you have one or not. A ques-
tion and answer session will follow the meet-
ing. Visitors are welcome. For additional infor-
mation call 366-1687 or visit our Web site: 
http://missionoakscomputerclub.org

July 10

Carmichael Geranium Society Meeting
Attend a meeting at 10 a.m. of the Carmi-
chael Geranium Society at the Carmichael 
Community Clubhouse, 5730 Grant Ave., 
Carmichael. Betty Ann Cassina will dem-
onstrate floral arrangements to enhance our 
homes. Visitors welcome - no cost.
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July 11

Ice tea tasting program offered
Anne Evans, a certified tea consultant, will 
present a free ice tea tasting program at 2 
p.m., Saturday, July 11, at Arden-Dimick Li-
brary, 891 Watt Avenue. As well as sampling 
tea, participants will learn the history of iced 
tea, find out what bubble tea is, and play a 
game of TEAGO. Registration required by 
calling (916) 264-2920 or online at www.
saclibrary.org.  The program is sponsored by 
the Friends of Arden-Dimick Library.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Jensen Garden Work Day Volunteers
Friends of the Jensen Botanical Garden 
will hold a garden workday Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Bring work gloves, hand 
pruners and your lunch.  Come join with 
other volunteers to keep the garden beau-
tiful all year. Other workdays in 2009 are 
8/8, 9/5, 10/3, 11/7, 12/5. The Jensen Gar-
den is located at 8520 Fair Oaks Blvd. in 
Carmichael. For more info: Tracy Kerth 
(916)485-5322 ex 23 or email tracy@car-
michaelpark.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

See the Art
Glass and Clay Artist Evan Michael Bar-
ton, and Clay Tile Artists Vincent Monrel  

and Chris Kubi will join Fe Gallery Res-
ident Artists Stephen Lyman (metal art) 
and Sheena Wolfe (fused glass) for a Sec-
ond Saturday Reception July 11 from  6-
9pm. There will be an art demonstration 
at 7:30 p.m. Fe Gallery is located at  1100 
65th Street (north of Folsom Blvd., cor-
ner of 65th and Elvas), East Sacramento. 
For more information about the artists and 
the gallery visit www.FeGallery.com or call, 
(916) 456-4455. Daytime gallery hours 
are currently from 8:30am to 4pm Mon-
day through Friday and Saturday 10am to 
noon.  The current show will run through-
out July.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free E-Waste Collection
Held 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Northeast 
YMCA, 3127 Eastern Ave. Funds raised 
will help send children to Jujitsu Summer 
Camp. Items Accepted Include your old 
or broken electronic equipment: monitors, 
TVs, computers, laptops, VCRs, stereos, 
speakers, keyboards, PDA’s, cameras, tele-
phones, cell phones, printers, copiers, scan-
ners and fax machines, etc. For your secu-
rity, CEAR Inc will shred all hard drives at 
their secure facility. Visit www.cearinc.com. 
For information, call the YMCA at: 916-
483-6426

July 14

Special senior seminar
Talking to Your Doctor, presented by Lisa 
Smith-Youngs from Senior Connection. 
Learn how to get answers to your most im-
portant questions, how to keep notes and 
ways to prepare for effective appointments. 
Leave your next medical appointment feel-
ing empowered and satisfied! 1:30-3:00 
p.m. Ethel Hart Senior Center, 915 27th 
St. Sign up in advance by visiting or calling 
808-5462.

July 16

Sacramento Job Fair
Held Thursday from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. at 
the Holiday Inn Northeast I-80, 5321 Date 
Ave., this free job fair can help connect the 
unemployed or underemployed to new ca-
reer opportunities. Come meet multiple em-
ployers face-to-face who will be hiring for 
all types of jobs. A variety of Colleges/Voca-
tional Schools will also be in attendance to 
help you with all of your educational needs. 
For more information, visit us at www.gold-
enfutureexpos.com or www.goldenfutureca-
reerfairs.com. Parking is free

July 18

A night at the movies
Enjoy a night at the movies and see a classic 
film the third Saturday each month at Didi-
on/Lewis Park Recreational Center at 6490 
Harmon Dr. Doors open at 6.30 p.m. Mov-
ie begins promptly at 7 p.m. Free admission, 
free popcorn and free prizes. See the follow-
ing movies: “Roman Holiday” on July 18; 
“To Kill a Mockingbird” on August 15; and 
“Gaslight” on Sept.19.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Art Show in Lyon Village
Cottage Affair in the Lyon Village Shopping 
Center at Fulton and Fair Oaks will host an art-
ists’ exhibit Saturday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. See 
unique pieces by local artists. Admission is free.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Find your roots
More genealogical information is being made 
available online all the time. Learn about 
the web sites that will enable you to start re-
searching your family’s history at a free work-
shop at 10:15 a.m., Saturday, July 18, at the 
Central Library, 828 I Street, Sacramento. 
Registration is required by telephoning the 
Sacramento Public Library (916) 264-2920 
or visiting www.saclibrary.org.

July 20

Medical care tips presented at 

Arden-Dimick Library
Local practicing family physician and author 
Davis Liu, M.D. will share valuable tips on re-
ceiving the best medical care and getting the 
most out of one’s doctors’ visits at 6:30 p.m., 
Monday, July 20, at Arden-Dimick Library, 
891 Watt Avenue. He covers this topic in 
depth in his book, Stay Healthy, Live Longer, 
Spend Wisely: Making Intelligent Choices in 
America’s Healthcare System, with the critical 
information needed to make intelligent medi-
cal and related financial issues. Dr. Lieu’s book 
will be available for purchase and signing at the 
program’s conclusion. For more information, 
telephone the Sacramento Public Library at 
(916) 264-2920 or visit www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Paratransit Mobility Training
Come learn about navigating the RT Bus 
system, senior discounts and how to sign 
up for Paratransit.  Do you qualify for a free 
lifetime RT bus pass?  Come and find out 
Monday at 1:30 p.m. at the Ethel Hart Se-
nior Center, 915 27th St. Free to public.  
Info:  916-808-5462.

See more Calendar, page 28
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JOHNNY ON THE SPOT
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Certifi ed Firm • Red Stain Removal
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal Treatment
    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Free in home written estimates
     Call (916) 391-9292

Complete Carpet & Upholstery Care

Reliable Handyman
HANDYMAN

Doors • Molding • Windows
Cabinets • Electrical 

• Plumbing
Water Heaters • Disposals

All 
15 Years Experience

Call (916) 806-7879

Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

FULSTER CONSTRUCTION

(916)443-4166   (916) 952-0838

GENERA L CONTRACTOR

Custom Remodeling & Additions
Specializing in state-of-the-art 

Kitchens/Bathrooms 
& every aspect 
of construction 

from Painting to Roofi ng

Local References/ Lic# 639780

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News 

Home Improvement page

Measuring success one client at a time.

 (916) 332-5412

CUSTOM CARPENTRY

SacramentoMillworks.com

• Traditional & Contemporary 
Handrails • Crown molding 

• Custom cabinets
• Doors • Mantels • Hardwood Floors

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR COMPLETE 
LISTING OF SERVICES

Sacramento Millworks

CA Lic# 910214

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231 

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 
• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

 Custom Design 
 Remodel and Repair

Call (916) 606-6810

Lic # 908157

HandyHand Service

 Manda
 General Contractor

*Quality work-No extra cost*

CALL 444-0551

DON’T WAIT–BEAT THE HEAT!
Season Special

A/C Check-up–$59.99 

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

REBATES/TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE/ ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS / LIC# 696355

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 

 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

FENCING MATERIALS

  AFFORDABLE LUMBER
Specializing in Fencing Material

      • Cedar
      • Redwood
      • Pressure Treated
      • Custom Milling
  (916) 570-3078 PH./FAX/(916) 380-0061 CELL#

• Steel Posts
• Chain Link Supplies
• Security Panels Rentals
• Installation Available $10.75 per ft.

YOUR SERVICES ARE NEEDED
CALL Melissa TODAY TO PLACE YOUR  AD

(916) 429-9901

GATEWAY FENCE COMPANY

Call (916) 425-7435Lic# 927602

FENCING

• Redwood, Cedar, pressure-treated
• Ornamental Iron
• Ranch-style fencing
 10% Senior Discount

FREE Estimates

(916) 532-4475

Philip Braun Construction
Quality work – Great rates!

•Additions • Remodels 
• New Construction • Windows 

• Doors & Trim • Fences 
• Decks & Crown Molding

CONSTRUCTION

Lic. #81461

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable
Res. & Commercial work

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/Free Est.

Since 1960 in Sac area

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN 

Free up your time from those pesky 
unwanted jobs. I do odd jobs, plumb-
ing, carpentry, security door installa-
tion, light fi xtures & fans, recaulking 

of tubs, hauling
NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Call Eric
(916)470-3488
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

$100 OFF Emergency Repairs
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

roberts landscape
CUStoM LaNdSCaPE

                  aNd dESIGN       
*Sprinklers   *Decks
      *Concrete    *Masonry

Experienced with 
old Garden Renovation

Call: 444-6458
License # 590317

landscaping

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

PaINtING

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WoRK GUaRaNtEEd / SENIoR dISCoUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 

 Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

gallagher Roofing

 Call DAn: (916) 965-6381

RooFING

*Residential Composition 
specialist

*Roof Repair & maintenance

liC# 664323

FRee estimates

Serving Sacramento Since 1993

“No job too small”

your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News

Home Improvement page

b & T upholstery & Repair

UPHoLStERy 

Furniture
upholstery at 

its finest

1600-B Kitchner Rd., Sacto 95822
916/392-1959 • 916/995-7177

* senior Discounts
www.bandtupholstery.com

Secure your investment at an affordable cost!

RooFING

theroofingcompany@surewest.net’

“FREE ESTIMATES”
ALL TYPES OF ROOFS

lic# 647568

RESIdENtIaL RERooF SPECIaLISt

(916) 721-3935
Request a fast estimate by calling andy

TheRoofingCompany.net

PLUMBING

  

office 442-7586 mobile 204-4090
Located on corner of 7th and Riverside Boulevard

25% Discount for all new customers with this ad, good until 07/31
(discount applies to labor only)

Water Heater   Disposal    Faucets
Sewer & Drain Cleaning/Video Camera Inspections

We sPeCiAliZe in
•Copper repipe •Sewer and water line replacements •Gas lines - installed

Full Service
Keith & Harry StaleyRiverside Plumbing 

 Lic# 338816 C-36 

tREE SERVICE tREE SERVICE

Summer Clean-ups
handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Put up Xmas lights! Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RaIN GUttER CLEaNING
• RototILLING/& Sod PLaCEMENt
• CoNCREtE REMoVaL
• yaRd CLEaN-UP/HaULING
• PRESSURE WaSHING

SPECIaLS FoR SENIoRS/*SERVING tHE aREa FoR oVER 10 yRS*

lic#128758/Ref

Free est. (916) 483-1318

All seasons Roofing
We specialize in

 Residential Re-roofing
All types of roofing:

•Tile • Composition • Shake
• Seamless Gutters 

roofing

Bonded, insured, lic. #459864

PaINtING

Rose & DynAmiC
PAinTing Co.

PaINtING

Steve Rose 665-1041

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

References available
                       BBB - Member

Summer discount 10% oFF
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car for sale
2006 VW JeTTa
MUST SELL! Looks new. Auto, A/C, cruise, 
power windows/doors, disc brakes, single 
in-dash CD. 43,915 miles (freeway). Recently 
had 40K svc. Asking $13,750, obo. Call 916 
548-2764.

coMPUTers
GoT coMPUTer ProBleMs?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $30/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area, travel charge will apply. Problem not fixed? 
No pay! Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 
296-7161

driVers/eMPloyMenT
driVers/eMPloyMenT
Drivers: Avg. Wkly $1000-$1200 Cryogenic 
Transportation. Great pay, hometime, benefits! 
CDL-A w/X End. 2yrs Exp. 866 339-0072 www.
cryodrivers.com

anTenna reMoVal
anTenna reMoVal

conover’s antenna removal service
 Why not remove that old, ugly, unused antenna. 

A home improvment at little cost.  
Call (916) 973-9928 for an appt. for removal.

aParTMenTs for renT
aParTMenTs for renT
SOUTH PARK PLACE - Newly renovated 1,2 & 3-
bed. apts. Gated garden community in Greenhaven 
at 6230 Greenhaven Dr. $680-$990! Ask about our 
awesome specials! (916) 521-6384

BookkeePinG
#1 BOOKKEEPER-
25 yrs.  exp.  in industr ies l ike Auto,  Me-
chanics, Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, 
Doctors, Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, 
Martial Arts, Barber, Construction, Whole-
sale, Investment Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, 
Sm Business. We are experts in General 
Ledger, Payroll, Profit & Loss & Quarterlies. 
Call for yr specialized appt. Same low 1990 
rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 640-3820.. 
www.taxirene.info.

Call  at 429-9901 and place your ad today! 

handyMan
handyMan serVices
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! lic# 
908942. call steven at 230-2114.

sUMMer sPecials
rain Gutter cleaning – Concrete removal 
(Patio, driveways, borders, etc.) roToTill-
inG, pressure washing/power spray, hauling, 
yard work,  painting, tree & shrub removal, 
clean-up, fence repairs, light tree trimming, 
& more. Ref avail .  Call  Les at 838-1247. 
specials for seniors. licensed.

hoUsekeePinG
exPerienced hoUsekeePer
Experienced housekeeper looking to add new 
clients. Honest, dependable, reliable & very picky 
about how I clean your home. “I clean your home 
the way YOU want me to.” Affordable rates. Ref 
available. Contact Sharon @ 916 451-4014.

need a nanny?
nanny
seeking quality care for your children? FT/PT 
position wanted. Daytime hours/weekends only. 
Certified teacher. CPR certified. Annette 469-9549 
or 799-7796.

Sell your furniture
in the classifieds

Tax PreParer
#1 Tax PreParer-
25 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including allState returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

List your auto for sale in 
the classified ads

gift baskets & books

Call for infor (916) 519-8128

sHeRRY’s WoRLD of
baskets & books

• Surprise gift baskets
• Unique journals
• Custom photo albums

adVerTise  yoUr renTals

call 429-9901.
Call 429-9901

For inFormation on 
CLaSSiFied adS & 

home improvement 

adS Call 429-9901

Reps WanteD

WanTed
old GUns
Old guns wanted. Also want Parker & L.C. Smith 
double barrel shotguns. Cash paid. Pls call (916) 
531-5972.

MINI MARKETPLACE
CALL (916) 429-9901 FOR AFFORDABLE RATES!

Darin’s Bonsai 
Landscape Maintenance

landscape maintenance

Call (916) 397-8978
Free estimates

landscaping

Custom Landscape & Design
roberts landscape

Call: 444-6458
License # 590317

gEnERAL COnTRACTOR

Call Manda 
(916) 606-6810

Lic # 908157
HandyHand Service

your ad should be here!

Your Ad Here!

Call  Melissa 429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

FREEDOM
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HAnDYMAn

(916)470-3488

Free est. (916) 483-1318
All Seasons Roofing

rooFinG

Bonded, insured, lic. #459864

HAnDYMAnLAnDSCAPE

gARY’S PAinTing
excellent reFerences       

725-8781cContractors Lic. # 734323

PAinTing

Aesthetic Fence Co.

(916) 570-3078 ph/fax
(916) 380-0061 cell

Free estimate & consultation!

• Local References  • Unlicensed

FencinG

Sunshine Electrical
ELECTRiCAL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!
(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308

Ca License # 633853

July 22

Lower House Payment
Attend this free seminar to get answers on 
short sales vs. loan modifications. The meet-
ing is 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 4305 Freeport Blvd. 
RSVP Deb Luna or Anthony Carrillo at 
www.cookrealty.net or 834-1947 or 833-6266.

July 23

Senior Legal Hotline Workshop
Reverse Mortgages. Are they as good as the 
brokers offering them make them sound? 
How do they work? How can you determine 
if one may work for you? 1 p.m. Ethel Hart 
Senior Center, 915 27th St. Free. 808-5462.

July 23

Special informative seminar
Take in information at “Fibromyalgia: Truth, 
Hope and Results” on Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 

tritious sack lunch to the kids in the Mead-
owview area on this day. KSL Inc. will visit 
the various park within the area as well as 
Coral Gable Apts., Nedrea Ct., Jarden Villa 
Apts., and Whispering Pines Apts.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Gourmet Cooking With Chef Linda
Desserts don’t have to make you feel guilty if 
you choose your ingredients and recipes care-
fully.  Participate in a special gourmet cook-
ing class about how to make Cherry Cream 
Cookies that are delicious and healthy, too at 
Arden Hills Resort Club & Spa, 1220 Arden 
Hills Lane, Sacramento, on Wednesday at 
6:30 p.m. Tickets are $20. For more, call 916-
482-6111 or visit www.ardenhills.net.

July 25

Taiko Dan Concert
Sacramento Taiko Dan is celebrating its 20th 
anniversary with a concert at the Sacramento 
Community Center Theatre on July 25, 7:00 
p.m. Sacramento Community Center Theater, 
13th and L streets, in Sacramento. All seats 
$20. Tickets on sale now at Tickets.com, the 
Community Center Box Office, Oto’s Market-
place, The Yorozu, Osaka-Ya. For more infor-
mation, please call 916-444-5667, email book-
ing@sactaiko.org, or visit www.sactaiko.org.

July 27

Laugh Out Loud Yoga
Guided by Certified Laughter Yoga 
Leader Judy Knott, free classes meet 
once or twice a month in the Land 
Park and Elk Grove areas at 9:00 a.m. 
for just under an hour. This class will 
be held at Belle Cooledge Library. 
Laughter Yoga was created by a med-
ical doctor in India and has spread to 
over 60 countries.  For more informa-
tion, call 539-1716.

July 29

Meal Planning 101 Class
Tired of the same old meals each week?  
It’s time to shake it up, learn how to 
liven up your shopping list with new 
foods, healthy ingredients and swap fa-
vorite recipes, too!  Don’t miss a spe-
cial “Meal Planning 101” wellness class 
at Arden Hills Resort Club & Spa, 
1220 Arden Hills Lane, Sacramento, 
on Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$20. For more, call 916-482-6111 or 
visit www.ardenhills.net.

August 1

Screen on the Green
As part of the “Screen on the Green” mov-
ie series, see “Babe, The Gallant Pig” Satur-
day at East Portal Park, 51st and M streets, 
for free. 

August 8

Luther Burbank Class Reunion 
Classmates: Attend the reunion for the Lu-
ther Burbank High School Class of 1989 at 
the Holiday Inn Downtown.  Ticket are $75 
per person.  Contact information is at www.
lbhsclassof 89.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Lunch give-away
KSL Inc. Sack lunch Give-A-Way start-
ing at 11 a.m. The event will provide a nu-
tritious sack lunch to the kids in the Mead-
owview area on this day. KSL Inc. will visit 
Country Wood Apts., California Place, and 
Orangewood Apts.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Book-binding workshop
Sharon Tanovitz, of Art Ellis Supply, will 
demonstrate how to make a piano hinge 
book at a free art workshop at 1 p.m., Sat-

Dr.Tony Baratta, who has successfully treat-
ed hundreds of patients with Fibromyalgia, will 
present this class. The class is free. RSVP at 
979-0716 or e-mail tonybaratta@sbcglobal.net.

July 24

Movie night at Arden Hills
With summer in full swing, Friday night is 
“Movie Night” at Arden Hills Resort Club 
& Spa on July 24.  Your family will love 
watching the kid-favorite animated mov-
ie “Toy Story” outdoors under the stars at 
Arden Hills Resort Club & Spa, 1220 Ar-
den Hills Lane, Sacramento, on Wednesday 
at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $20. For more, call 
916-482-6111 or visit www.ardenhills.net.

July 25

Lunch give-away
KSL Inc. Sack lunch Give-A-Way start-
ing at 11 a.m. The event will provide a nu-
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urday, August 8, at Central Library, 828 I 
Street, Sacramento. This free class is for 
adults only, and all skill levels are welcome.  
Book binding materials will be supplied, but 
participants must bring the following tools: 
scissors, pencil, glue PVA, glue brush, bone 
folder, and ruler.  These tools can be pur-
chased at art supply stores. The art program 
series is sponsored by the Friends of the 
Sacramento Public Library. For details, tele-
phone the Sacramento Public Library (916) 
264-2920 or visit www.saclibrary.org.

August 14-16

Ragtime Festival
The 11th Annual Sutter Creek Ragtime 
Festival will be held Friday from 4 p.m. 
through Sunday, August 16 at 4 p.m. 
There will be 31 musicians and groups 
playing in five different venues on Main 
Street, Sutter Creek.  Special events in-
clude Silent Movies, a Youth Concert, 
and two concerts featuring all the musi-
cians. Early Bird special All Event Badg-
es are on sale for $60 before July 15, and 
$70 after.  Daily badges, concert tickets 
and Silent movies tickets are also avail-
able.  Reserve your badge now through 
the Mother Lode Ragtime Society, 11310 
Prospect Drive #10, pmb 12, Jackson, Ca. 
95642.  For more information call 209-
223-0867, e-mail jasser09@yahoo.com, 
or visit www.suttercreekragtime.com.

August 15

A night at the movies
Enjoy a night at the movies and see 
a classic film the third Saturday each 
month at Didion/Lewis Park Recreation-
al Center at 6490 Harmon Dr. Doors 
open at 6.30 p.m. Movie begins prompt-
ly at 7 p.m. Free admission, free popcorn 
and free prizes. See the following movies: 
“To Kill a Mockingbird” on August 15; 
and “Gaslight” on Sept.19.

August 16

St. Mary’s Parish 78th Annual 

Festival 
The annual festival is Sunday from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. at the parish, 1351 58th 
St., The event features two great bands: 
Q-Balls and Miller Hi Lites. Plus lots 
of wonderful attractions for the fam-
ily and kids. Arts and crafts, festival 
booths, bingo, rock climbing, laser tag, 
water slides, shopping mall, chicken/
pasta dinner, international selection of 
foods, and dancing. For more info, call 
718-2766.

August 22

Fourth annual Kids Bash
Hosted by KSL Inc in partner with Bon-
nie Pannell, the 4th Annual Kid Bash 
will be held at Meadowview Park from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. At this event we have vari-
ous games and contest such as our 3 on 3 
B-Ball, Talent show, Relay races and en-
tertainment and guest speakers.  Along 
with the fun and games we provide a wide 
range of resouces for the parents as well 
as a lunch to all those who attend and our 
ever so popular backpack and school sup-
ply give a way.

August 29

SummerFest
SummerFest  Beer, Wine  & Art Festi-
val is back for it’s Second Annual fund-

raising event benefiting the  Alzheimer’s 
Association’s Sacramento Memory Walk.  
Memory Walk is the Alzheimer’s Associ-
ation’s national, annual, signature fund-
raising event, raising more than $220 mil-
lion since 1989 for research, programs 
and services. Located along the scenic 
Sacramento River in Miller Park on Sat-
urday from 1-5 p.m., this event will bring 
our community together for a beautiful 
summer afternoon and a worthy cause!  
The SummerFest Silent Art Auction will 
feature many of Sacramento’s local art-
ists, as well as items such as weekend get-
aways, limousine packages, signed collec-
tors items, and more!

September 12

BBQ, Beer and Boogie
Hosted by Carmichael Oaks and Ki-
wanis Club of Carmichael, this special 
event held from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. will 
benefit Alzheimer’s Association Mem-
ory Walk 2009. 

Mondays

Tai Chi at Hart Center
Chinese exercise combines specific move-
ments and relaxation, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., 
Hart Senior Center, 915 27th St. Instructor, 
Mamie Woo. Information at 808-5462.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Hatha yoga class
Instructor Pat Shaw teaches students to 
align the body through breathing tech-
niques, postures and deep relaxation, 3 to 4 
p.m., Hart Senior Center, 915 27th St. In-
formation at 808-5462. Repeats Wednes-
days, Fridays.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Gray Eagles meet
Gray Eagles, a social group for men and 
women, hears guest speakers on air shows, 
flying and warbirds, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
second Mondays of the month. Visitors wel-
come. Free, at the  Hometown Buffet (pri-
vate dining room),  4300 Florin Road. In-
formation at 421-0844.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Newcomer’s Buffet 
The Widowed Persons Association of Califor-
nia invite any and all widows and widowers to 
attend their Newcomer’s Buffet and Social at 
5:30 p.m., every third Monday, at the Plaza Hof 
Brau, El Camino at Watt Avenue. The cost var-
ies as the choice is from a no-host buffet menu. 
For more information, call 972-9722.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters meet
Guests always welcome at Klassy Talk-
ers Toastmasters to have fun while im-
proving speaking and leadership skills, 7 to 
8:30 p.m., Executive Airport 6151 Freeport 
Blvd., 95822.  Information: Jan at 284-4236 
or www.sacramentotoastmasters.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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he will once again run for the 
District 7 seat.

District 7 Director Patri-
cia Clark feels strongly about 
Waters’ common sense ap-
proach to the council and his 
efforts to work well and com-
municate with others.

“(Waters) brings a down-
to-Earth, common sense per-
spective to the council,” Clark 
said. “He believes he still 
has a strong contribution to 
make over this next term and 
it has to do with his experi-
ence and the good work that 
we’ve done for constituents 
and the continuing to do that 
good work.

“That would even include 
responsiveness. Robbie feels 
very strongly that we need 
to serve the district and that 
even if they don’t get the an-
swer that they want, they 
should get an answer back 
and we all work very hard to 
achieve that goal.”

During his time as the city’s 
representative for the district, 
Waters has made a variety of 
contributions.

When asked to list some of 
his most notable accomplish-
ments while in office, Waters 
said, “Several of the improve-
ments that I’ve made in the 
district over the past 15 years 
are: the two welcome signs to 
the community (on River-
side Boulevard and Pocket 
Road), the flag on the water 
tower, the July 4th parade, as 
a sense of community thing, 
and getting the Pocket area 
out of the flood plain, which 

required a lot of work with 
the Sacramento Area Flood 
Control Agency, the Didi-
on gym and recreation cen-
ter and then of course, the 
(under construction Robbie 
Waters Pocket-Greenhaven) 
library. (The library) has tak-
en all these years and talking 
to the school district over the 
whole 15 years.”

Continuing, Waters said 
that a pair of other improve-
ments during his time with 
the council are refurbish-
ing parks and replanting the 
Pocket Canal Parkway and 
adding more soccer fields for 
local youth.

As a native of Sacramen-
to, Waters has been connect-
ed with the Sacramento area 
for 73 years.

Many people in the com-
munity recall Waters’ three 
decades in local law enforce-
ment.

Following his three-year 
tour of duty with the U.S. Air 
Force, Waters began the first 
of his 24 years with the Sac-
ramento Police Department 
in 1958.

These years included his 
work as sergeant of detectives, 
homicide lieutenant, juvenile 
commander and lieutenant 
in the personnel training di-
vision.

Waters, who received sev-
eral awards during his law 
enforcement career and au-
thored the 1976 textbook, 
“Introduction to Law En-

Waters: To run in 2010 race
Continued from page 3

See Council, page 31



31www.valcomnews.com  •  July 2, 2009  •  The Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

forcement,” also spent five years as the Sacra-
mento County sheriff.

And for Waters, who spends his weekends 
working at his family’s Pocket area business, 
Pocket Custom Framing, his experience in law 
enforcement has made an impact on his abili-
ty to work with others as a member of the city 
council.

Acknowledging this point, Waters added 
that his experience as a business owner has 
also proved beneficial to his city council work.

“The fact that I’m the only business owner 
and I’m the only retired law enforcement (of-
ficer), it helps me to enlighten my colleagues 
on the city council when matters pertaining to 
these issues come up,” Waters said.

Working in his 43rd year of public service, 
Waters simplified the description of his po-
sition, saying, “Really it’s about being able to 
help people.”

Now that he has made his decision to run 
for the District 7 seat once again, Waters said 
that he looks forward to the possibility of pro-
viding four more years of service to the com-
munity that he both loves and has been a resi-
dent of for the past 40 years.

Editor’s Note: This special profile on Council-
member Water’s run for re-election is part of The 
Pocket News’ 2010 election coverage. All other 
local candidates will also be featured as they an-
nounce their intentions to run for office.

Council: Waters has 43 years of public service
Continued from page 30




