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Pocket News staff report

Land Park resident and well-
known Sacramento business-
man Fred David passed away 
Oct. 17. He was 100 years old. 

David was featured Oct. 15 
in the last edition of !e Pock-
et News after his 100th birth-
day, which he celebrated Oct. 1 
at his Marty Way home.

Funeral arrangements were not 
immediately available for publication. 
Lance Armstrong’s original story on 
Fred David and his life and times is 
online at www.valcomnews.com.

Land Park’s Fred 
David passes Got News?

e-mail ryanrose@valcomnews.com
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By SUSAN LAIRD
Pocket News Writer
slaird@handywriting.com

  
His yellow eyes following 

a cluster of moving feathers, 
the sleek, black cat crouches, 
patiently. Suddenly, he leaps 
up, his young paws grasping 
wildly for the elusive prize. 
Toby lands on the floor, alert 
and contemplating his next 
move, as the “fishing pole” of 
bird feathers “flies” over to a 
nearby group of cats. It’s play-
time with humans on a feline 
adoption day, and this group 
of young cats is having a won-
derful time. 

Toby is one of the lucky 
ones. He will live to chase 
another kitty toy, to rub up 
against a human’s legs, to 
purr his love of life on a hu-
man lap. 

It almost wasn’t so. 
!anks to the extraordi-

nary e"orts of a dedicat-
ed group of local citizens, 
community groups, regional 
shelters and an area pet re-
sort, a group of 140 felines 
will all be adopted out to lov-
ing homes, instead of facing 
the death sentence of “eu-
thanasia” –  translated from 
the Latin: “good death” – at a 
county animal shelter. 

!e large cat colony was the 
result of a pair of well mean-
ing pet owners who failed to 
spay and neuter their origi-
nal pets, and who then took 
on stray cats as well. A few 
cats became a few dozen cats 

From the grassroots on up 

Local resident group pioneers incredible effort to save 140 felines 

Photo courtesy Dia Goode
These cats were rescued by local Sacramento area residents after county officials informed the public that the pets would be 
euthanized.

in short time, and eventual-
ly 140 felines in just a cou-
ple years. When the economy 
took a downturn, the fami-
ly found itself unable to con-
tinue to support what had 
become an overwhelming sit-
uation... !ey appealed to the 
media for help find homes 
for the cats, but results were 
poor. 

It looked like the county 
would have to step in, with a 
“Final Solution” that no one 
wanted. !at’s when Friends 
of the Sacramento City Shel-
ter Animals, Inc. stepped in 
to try to rescue not a few ani-
mals, but the entire colony. It 
was a bold, courageous move 
that had never been attempt-
ed before on so large a scale. 

“These are some of the 
friendliest, most beautiful 
cats,” said Dia Goode, co-
founder of Friends of the 
Sacramento City Shelter 
Animals, Inc. “When we 
heard about them, we went 
over to the house to as-
sess the situation. The cats 
would come right over to 
you. To kill them would be 
so unjust. We couldn’t just 
stand there. We had to do 
something.” 

“It was overwhelming,” 
said Ellen Nakata-Harper, 
an East Sacramento resident 
and Friends volunteer. “See-
ing so many eyes looking at 
you. The majority were so 
friendly. The others, cau-

See Cats, page 22
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News Writer 
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

For those traveling along 
Riverside Boulevard in the 
Greenhaven-Pocket area, a 
peculiar sight approaches at 
43rd Avenue, as amidst an 
otherwise modern surround-
ing, an extremely old, wood-
en building sits as a relic of 
the past.

Early residents of the area 
once commonly referred to 
the place as Pimentel’s Sa-
loon, while most who know 
the building know it as !e 
Trap – a popular dive bar that 
its patrons say has the friend-
liness of that famous Boston 
bar, where everyone knows 
your name.

But by whatever name it 
has been called, one thing is 
for certain; this structure is 
certainly a Greenhaven-Pock-
et area original.

Building a better Trap
Estimated by some to be 

built in the 1860s but at least 
before 1885, the building, like 

most other early historic sites 
of the area, was associated 
with the Portuguese.

Originally, however, the 
building, which stood on the 
property of Anna Leonora 
Garcia (later Pimentel), was 
owned by an Italian man who 
operated a bar and grocery 
store out of the place.

!e business changed 
hands in 1912, when Anna 
purchased the place to give 
her son, Tony Pimentel, a 
place to work.

At the time, the building, 
which now sits on the north-
east corner of Riverside Bou-
levard and 43rd Avenue, was 
located in about the center of 
the area between the sharp “S” 
turn of Riverside Boulevard 
and 43rd Avenue.

Tony opened up the Ingle-
side Inn bar and grocery store 
in the building with his non-
Portuguese brother-in-law, 
Ernest Alvin Savoie.

Savoie operated the bar part 
of the business, while Tony 
managed the grocery store, 
since Tony was only 19 years 

old and one needed to be 21 
years old to operate a bar.

Despite its misleading 
name, the business was not a 
place designated for o"ering 
overnight accommodations 
for guests.

Eventually, the name of the 
business was changed to Pi-
mentel’s Ingleside Café and 
was uno#cially known by 
many locals as the aforemen-
tioned Pimentel’s Saloon.

At the time, Portuguese 
farmers of the area mainly vis-
ited the bar, which included ta-
bles and chairs for relaxing with 
beverages and playing cards.

Since the building also sold 
groceries, it included two en-
trances, so that women and 
children did not have to walk 
through the bar to access the 
grocery store.

!e building was moved to 
its current location in 1924, at 
which time the grocery busi-
ness was abandoned, the bar 
was relocated to the grocery 
area and the seating area was 
expanded and used for Satur-
day night dances.

!e building was later al-
tered again when a bedding 
space and a kitchenette was 
added to the structure.

Eventually purchasing his 
partner’s share of the busi-
ness, Tony later owned the 
bar with his wife, Maggie Va-
line Pimentel. Maggie, how-
ever, was not involved in the 
operation of the business.

Opting to concentrate on 
farming on his 15-acre ranch, 
Tony sold the business in 
1930.

Considering that the years 
of Prohibition in the Unit-
ed States lasted from 1920 to 
1933, when asked to explain 
the bar’s operation during 
these years, Pocket histori-
an Dolores (Silva) Greenslate 
said that Prohibition had lit-
tle a"ect on the bar.

“(!e bar) was way out here 
in the Greenhaven-Pocket 
area with all the farmers and 
no inspectors came around 
here,” Greenslate said. “!ey 
had bigger fish to catch, plus 
this was just a beer and wine 
bar. (Inspectors) were more 

concerned about people boot-
legging whiskey and things 
like that. !ey did shut down 
the (Portuguese-owned) Sil-
veira Brothers Winery in the 
north area. And not to say 
that the bar didn’t serve any 
hard liquor; they probably 
had a jug of whiskey that they 
just didn’t keep out in the 
open.”

Greenslate, who remem-
bers Pimentel’s Saloon and 
went to school with Tony and 
Maggie’s daughters, Cathe-
rine and Geraldine, said that 
she recalls Tony as being an 
average looking, serious, busi-
ness-minded man of about 5 
feet, 9 inches tall.

Sacramento resident Wayne 
Willie, who grew up on Land 
Park Drive and met Tony 
many years ago at the Dou-
bleplay Café at 5620 River-
side Blvd., described Tony as 
a “delightful man,” who was a 
good fisherman, who enjoyed 
fishing for striped bass on the 
Sacramento River.

A Trap in time
Since Tony’s ownership 

of the bar, the business has 
changed proprietors sever-
al times, including in 1985, 
when the bar was purchased 
by a pair of relatives from an 
old Pocket Portuguese family, 
Manuel and Ernie Simas.

Hermann Lorenz, who grew 
up in the Land Park area, re-
calls riding his bike out to the 
bar in the 1940s.

“I would ride my bike there 
as a kid and it wasn’t really 
so much a bar, as it was more 
like a tavern,” Lorenz said. 
“You could go in there and 
get a Coke and there would 
be the fisherman, farmers and 
construction workers in there 
drinking beer. But I never re-
member women being in 
there.”

Lorenz said that he later 
enjoyed going to the bar to 
watch San Francisco 49ers 
and Oakland Raiders games 
that had been blacked out on 
most local television sets dur-
ing the 1960s and 1970s.

“!ey had a blackout of ev-
ery home game in the Na-
tional Football League within 
100 miles, so !e Trap would 
have a flourishing business on 

Know your neighbor: The Trap is a Greenhaven-Pocket area original 

Historic Pocket bar is the region’s oldest commercial business 

See The Trap, page 7
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Sundays,” Lorenz said. “!e 
locals would come watch the 
local football games that were 
picked up through the place’s 
100-foot television antennae, 
since there were no television 
antennae restrictions that ex-
isted here.”

"e Trap today
Today, !e Trap, which re-

ceived its name from Eileen 
Strange, who leased the bar in 
1964 and invited her friends 
to visit “the trap” that she ac-
quired, is certainly a very un-
usual place that people find 
interesting for both its age 
and its very original looking 
interior.

Sure, there are the usual 
sights of a wooden bar, bar-
stools and pool tables, but af-
ter the obvious bar surround-
ings, that is when things get 
a bit di"erent than the aver-
age bar.

Although the business’s pa-
trons find the place to have 
a comfortable atmosphere, 
that same atmosphere in-
cludes taxidermy of a wol-
verine preparing to feast on a 
bird, the head of a wart hog, a 
squirrel, a turtle and a hawk, 
the skull of a steer, antelope 
horns, rusted animal traps, an 
antique barbed wire display 
and an old sawed-o" shotgun 
that was said to be found in a 
nearby river.

But these unusual sur-
roundings are part of the 
draw of this beer and wine-
only bar, which until about 
three months ago only carried 

a few basic label beers such as 
Budweiser and Bud Light and 
several wines.

Bartender Kimberly Hin-
kle, a 1976 graduate of Ken-
nedy High School, has since 
added a refrigerator full of 38 
di"erent types of ale.

Hinkle, who is the girl-
friend of the current owner 
of !e Trap, Rich Crudo, be-
gan working at the bar while 
one of the business’s former 
owners, Rich’s late wife, Kathi 
Crudo was still at the helm. 
Kathi operated the bar from 
1984 to 2003.

Other bartenders in more 
recent years have includ-
ed Butch Cartwright, Da-
vid Collins, Dennis Dodd, 
Debbie Dykes, Jerry Glasco, 
Art Marin, Joe Ramirez and 
Shane Turner.

Rich, who grew up on 
Franklin Boulevard and 35th 
Avenue and has four children 
and 13 grandchildren, said 
that the bar has had a few ce-
lebrity sightings throughout 
the years.

Among these celebrities 
were Jack Tatum and Lester 
Hayes of the Oakland Raid-
ers and Scot Pollard of the 
Sacramento Kings.

But besides rare celebrity 
appearances, the bar is gen-
erally visited by a well-round-
ed selection of local residents, 
explained ret. Sacramen-
to Police o#cer Bill Yeager, a 
patron at !e Trap for more 
than 30 years.

“!ere’s a whole hodge-
podge of people you meet 

coming in here,” Yeager said. 
“!ere’s attorneys, doctors, 
street people, you meet all 
kinds of people here. And 
they’re all pretty nice. It’s just 
a nice place.”

A bar for all time
Although the historic bar 

building has obviously seen 
better days, Crudo said that 
his business is set to re-
ceive some much needed 
upgrades due to a $19,650 
grant that was presented 
to The Trap by Sacramen-
to Heritage, Inc. on Nov. 1, 
2008.

“(The grant) will help us 
to repair the roof and get 
the building back the way 
it used to be,” Rich said. 
“We’re one of about 1,100 
(sites) in the Sacramento 
area that have been desig-
nated a Sacramento histori-
cal landmark.”

Although most regulars of 
!e Trap are delighted that 
the place is scheduled to re-
ceive a makeover, they also 
hope to see this famous lo-
cal watering hole retain the 
unique appearance that so 
many people have grown to 
love.

!e Trap, which attracts 
large crowds for Monday 
Night Football and on Sun-
days when Hinkle prepares 
her homemade menudo, is 
open daily from noon to 2 
a.m.

For additional information 
regarding this business, call 
(916) 395-2614.

Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
Owner Rich Crudo and bartender Kimberly Hinkle stand in front of the popular 
Greenhaven-Pocket bar, The Trap.

The Trap: ‘There’s a whole hodgepodge of people you meet coming in here’
Continued from page 6
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Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

4050 Walnut Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

Aegis of Carmichael

ASSISTED LIVING/MEMORY CARE

(916) 972-1313
Lic #347001686

www.aegisliving.com

We’re the people who 
make life better.

Residential Care Facility
for the Elderly now accepting 

applications for residents.
Let us care for your loved ones.

Woods Retreat
ELDERLY CARE

Owner-operated (916) 421-5845

State Lic #340306720

A RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

(916) 427-1133
Spacious One Bedrooms
Full Kitchens and Patios

Starting at $1,395
Equal Housing Opportunity

Lic# 347001396

Merrill Gardens
at greenhaven

A one of a kind retirement community

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

HELP AT HOME

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

Certified Care (916) 753-1491

LOVING COMPANIONS

“Assisted living” in the privacy 
& comfort of your home

Affordable rates, 1-24 hours/day

YOUR SERVICES ARE NEEDED
CALL Melissa TODAY
TO PLACE YOUR  AD 

(916) 429-9901

DOCUMENT PREP SERVICES

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

10% off SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

It has been 40 years since the leg-
endary Woodstock festival drew 
about 400,000 people to a 600-
acre farm in Bethel, N.Y. and de-
spite this passage of time, a West 
Coast anniversary event held Oct. 
25 proved that the music and ener-
gy of the event has far from faded.

With thousands of people, 
including many who traveled 
from Sacramento, flocking 
to Speedway Meadow in San 
Francisco’s Golden Gate Park, 
the spirit of this celebrated 
Aug. 15-18, 1969 festival and 
its era was very much alive.

Certainly helping to add much 
intrigue and distinction to this 
free admission, Oct. 25 event were 
performances by original Wood-
stock musicians such as Barry 
“!e Fish” Melton of Country 
Joe and the Fish and members 
of the Je"erson Airplane, as well 
as other notable musicians of the 
era, including John York of !e 
Byrds, Lester Chambers of the 
Chambers Brothers, David and 
Linda La Flamme and Mitchell 
Holman of It’s a Beautiful Day, 

Lydia Pense of Cold Blood and 
Terry Haggerty of the Sons of 
Champlin.

Also taking the stage was 
original Woodstock co-pro-
ducer Artie Kornfeld, Ray 
Manzarek of !e Doors, the 
original cast of the rock musi-
cal, “Hair,” beat poet Michael 
McClure and David Hilliard 
of the Black Panther Party.

Also adding to the many at-
tractions, guitarist Leon Hen-
drix, the brother of the late 
Woodstock great Jimi Hendrix, 
was also present to assist in lead-
ing an attempt to break the Guin-
ness world record for largest gui-
tar ensemble. Unfortunately for 
the participating guitarists, who 
played Jimi’s song, “Purple Haze,” 
the e"ort fell short.

Another original Wood-
stock performer, guitar virtuo-
so, Harvey “!e Snake” Man-
del, who performed at the 1969 
event with the band, Canned 
Heat, drew much applause for 
his performance at West Fest.

"e Sacramento connection
Alongside Mandel, playing 

his trusty harmonica, was a 

musician who many Sacramen-
to music scene followers know 
quite well: Mick Martin.

Martin, who is best known 
locally for his band Mick 
Martin and the Blues Rock-
ers and his Capital Public Ra-
dio program, “Mick Martin’s 
Blues Party,” said that he has 
been fortunate to play music 
with Mandel in recent years.

Martin, an Antelope resident 
who spent many years living in 
East Sacramento, said that dur-
ing a session, Mandel, who has 
also performed with Charlie 
Musselwhite, the Rolling Stones 
and John Mayall, turned to him 
and said, “We’re playing Wood-
stock (in Golden Gate Park).”

“Harvey is a man of few 
words,” Martin said. “(Re-
sponding to Mandel), I said, 
‘Great, that sounds good to 
me. I’ll be glad to do that.’”

Martin, who described play-
ing on the West Fest stage as 
being a part of living history, 
said that playing the Wood-
stock anniversary show was a 
very big opportunity for him.

“I would say that Wood-
stock in a rock sense ranks 

right up there with having 
played jazz at Carnegie Hall 
with (blues guitarist) Jimmie 
Smith and ( jazz saxophonist) 
Grover Washington, Jr. and 
my tours of Europe playing 
with members of !e Yard-
birds, !e Kinks and !e 
Rolling Stones, as part of a 
special Christmas show at the 
Eel Pie Club (in London),” 
Martin said.

Being a part of a Woodstock 
anniversary, Martin explained, 

was in a way a fulfillment of 
one of his childhood dreams. 

“Even though I wasn’t able to 
go to Woodstock – I wasn’t even 
at (the famous 1967) Monterey 
Pop (Festival) – I wanted to go, 
but I was just shy of being old 
enough of my parents letting 
me go,” Martin said.

But being a part of this Wood-
stock celebration was something 
that Martin refused to miss, es-

Mick Martin revels in music memories

Sacramentans, others celebrate Woodstock’s 40th anniversary at West Fest

Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
Mick Martin (far left) stands alongside his bandmates following his Oct. 25 perfor-
mance at Golden Gate Park.

See West Fest, page 9
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pecially because of his admira-
tion for Mandel’s music.

“Harvey Mandel was one of 
the pioneers in the music busi-
ness,” Martin said. “He came 
out from Chicago with Char-
lie Musselwhite. But once he 
went out on his own, he was 
the first artist to use percussion 
– conga drums – and that’s 
where Santana got the idea. 
So, Harvey has been an inno-
vator in the music business for 
a very long time. He invent-
ed the finger tapping method 
of guitar playing that a lot of 
people credit to Joe Satriani. 
Harvey is one of the true in-
novators when it comes to gui-
tar playing and anyone who re-
ally knows guitar knows that 
he was one of the most impor-
tant artists in the Bay Area.”

Martin, who has been per-
forming professionally in Sac-
ramento since the late 1960s, 
added that playing before the 
largest audience he has ever 
performed in front of was 
also a very memorable expe-
rience.

“!ere were just so many 
people out there, but I made 
myself look up at the crowd,” 
Martin said. “It was an incred-
ible experience (performing at 
West Fest). I think it’s the most 
beautiful thing I’ve ever expe-
rienced in my life. !is event is 
40 years in the making and we 
have multiple generations here 
who understand how to be to-
gether, enjoy being together 
and enjoy the music and try to 
make a better world.”

And with the success of his 
long career in Sacramento, 
Martin said that he was not 
short on local fans who trav-
eled to see him at the event.

“A lot of people came here 
to see me,” Martin. “Even the 
hippie girls who used to fol-
low my band Joshua in 1969 
were right down in front.”

Sacto to SF to Woodstock
In addition to Martin, the 

capital city was also represent-
ed on stage by Sacramento na-
tive trumpeter Cynthia Rob-
inson of Sly and the Family 
Stone, who performed a 15-
minute set with saxophonist 
Jerry Martini, who was also 
a member of Sly Stone’s re-
nowned band.

Also attending the event 
was Bill Just, who until about 
two years ago was a longtime 
resident of East Sacramento.

Although he admits that he 
almost exclusively listens to 
reggae, Just said that he saw 
his fair share of rock shows 
during the 1960s in both Sac-
ramento and San Francisco.

“!is kind of music is fun 
to be around, so that’s what 
I’m kind of here for, but I’m 
a reggae man, a reggae spe-
cialist,” Just said. “I definitely 
went to a lot of shows down 
here (in San Francisco), in-
cluding ones at the Fillmore 
(Auditorium) and I went to 
an acid test (concert) at Muir 
Beach with Creedence Clear-
water Revival before they 
were really big. And in Sacra-
mento, I went to a memorable 
show (with Pink Floyd) at the 
Sound Factory (at 1217 Al-
hambra Boulevard).”

Explaining the reason-
ing behind holding a Wood-
stock anniversary event on 
the West Coast, Alan Moore 
of Musicians and Fine Artists 
for World Peace said that the 
gathering represented a full 
circle of events.

“When (MFAWP) went to 
(West Fest promoter) Boots 
Hughston and asked him to 
put on a Woodstock anniversa-
ry show, he said, ‘Woodstock? 
!at’s an East Coast thing,’ 
” Moore said. “We reminded 
him that Allen Cohen and Mi-
chael Bowen – who were both 
friends of his – were involved 

with the first (Human) Be-In 
(free concert on Jan. 14, 1967) 
and the Summer of Love. So, 
what happened in San Fran-
cisco culminated with the 
Woodstock gathering in 1969. 
If it wasn’t for what happened 
out here, who knows if there 
would have been a Woodstock. 
In that context, the 40th anni-
versary was at home here.”

Mark Richardson, who lives 
in the Pocket area of Sacra-
mento and was attending 
West Fest, said that he was 
one of the many attendees of 
the Human Be-In. 

Pointing at a nearby sports 
field with birds on it, Rich-
ardson said, “!at’s where it 
was held. I was a cross coun-
try runner and I knew the 
park well. I just happened to 
come across the event. I had 
no clue what was going on. I 
just remember the big group 
of people. I think the (Grate-
ful) Dead played there, plus 
they had some poets and 
speakers.”

Richardson, who said that 
he has been “tapped into the 
rock music scene” for many 
years, added that he was also 
a part of the Rock Medicine 
program, which was found-
ed in 1973 to provide medical 
assistance at rock concerts.

Hughston, who put forth 
much effort to provide the 
public with a free, positive 

West Fest: ‘This event means peace, love, compassion and understanding’
Continued from pagae 8

and enjoyable experi-
ence at West Fest, ex-
plained the overall phi-
losophy of the event.

“Nobody got paid 
to do this (event),” 
Hughston said. “ This 
event means peace, 
love, compassion and 
understanding. We’re 
here because we want 
these principals to 
come back in our soci-
ety.”

Moore said that with 
the success of this 
year’s West Fest, he an-
ticipates that a similar 
Woodstock anniversa-
ry will be held on the 
West Coast in the fu-
ture.

Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
Pocket area resident Mark Richardson was 
among those who traveled from the Sacra-
mento area for the event.

Do you have a story? 
Tell it to us. 
Call Ryan Rose at 916-429-9901
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By JOHN WOODALL
Lyon Real Estate
Special to The Pocket News

According to the Califor-
nia Association of Realtors, 
67 percent of potential first 
time buyers in California (as 
of June 30 – the latest report 
available) can now purchase 
a median priced home. !at 
compares to just 26 percent 
two years ago. Prices have 
fallen dramatically and as an 
added bonus, interest rates 
are historically low too.

So, you’re thinking it’s time 
to buy a home; now what?

It’s normal to have some 
anxiety over buying a home – 
it’s a big commitment. How-
ever, a helpful way to sort out 
home buying complexities is 
by first taking time to “priori-
tize the priorities.” It adds an 

objective framework around 
an exciting but emotion-
al experience. !en, educate 
yourself about the market 
and seek out an experienced 
advisor.

 
Monetary Priorities

New home anxiety of-
ten centers on money issues: 
How much can I /we qualify 
for? What are the payments, 
the down payment? What 
kind of payment am I going 
to be comfortable with? Ad-
dress these questions early 
on by either using an on-line 
mortgage calculator (keep-
ing in mind that this will only 
provide a rough estimate) or 
talking to a lender about get-
ting pre-approved. Knowing 
that you’ve got a pre-approval 
in your pocket gives you con-
fidence as you begin looking 
for your new home.

Family and Individual Pri-
orities

With input from the en-
tire family, make a list of what 
is important to you. Consid-
er neighborhood, space re-
quirements and features – 
number of bedrooms, a pool 
etc. Could you handle a “fix-
er” instead of a “move in 
ready” home? Include access 
to schools, community activ-
ities and the work commute 
on your list. Also pinpoint in-
dividual privacy, lifestyle and 
activity needs of family mem-
bers. For example, do you like 
to entertain? And don’t for-
get to consider that the space 
needs of children will change 
significantly as they grow and 
mature.

Rank your “wish list” as to 
“required”, “desirable” and “ac-
ceptable” priorities, then pare 
these down to the top 5 “must 

have” choices. Now you’re 
ready to find your new home.

Look and Learn
Well over 80 percent of Buy-

ers today spend three to six 
months “window shopping 
online” before actually enter-
ing the market place. In our 
current market, Buyers also 
need to consider which part of 
the market segment they will 
be involved in: price, neigh-
borhood, or function (a home 
with RV storage for example); 
and educate themselves about 
current market conditions in 
the segment that a"ects them. 
But keep in mind that what 
is true today may not be true 
when you are ready to buy – 
you will need to get updated. 
For example, just 6 months 
ago, buyers were avoiding 
short sales; but over the past 
few months short sale transac-
tions are beginning to increase 
dramatically.

Buyers should also learn 
the di"erences between Bank 
Owned listings (REOs), “Short 
Sales” and traditional own-
er sellers and how these types 
of sellers can a"ect their plans. 
Get good advice. Work with 
a seasoned agent who can ex-
plain how the buying process 
and transaction time frame 
may di"er with each of these 
types of sales and what is hap-
ping in the marketplace today. 

Getting Professional Help
Knowledge and experience 

in your trade or business are 
important, right? Likewise, 
since Real Estate transactions 
are complex and mistakes can 
be costly, it makes sense to 
entrust perhaps the largest fi-
nancial transaction of your 
life to someone who is well 
trained and experienced.

Buyers should use their 
own representative so that 
their interests are protected. 
Work with a Realtor who will 
be willing to educate you and 
spend time understanding 
your needs before you ever 
get in a car and start look-
ing. Plus, the agent you pick 

should o"er you access to a 
powerful, easy to use search 
tool to help you educate your-
self about terminology and 
availability.

A seasoned Realtor will 
match your priorities with 
what you can a"ord, guide you 
around pitfalls, and is respon-
sible for ensuring that your in-
terests are protected. It doesn’t 
cost a Buyer anything to be 
represented by a Realtor and 
it might save you a bundle in 
anxiety and legal exposure.

In conclusion, first establish 
your priorities, then educate 
yourself about the market and 
finally adapt your approach to 
achieve your objectives. Well-
prepared and well-informed 
buyers cannot control the mar-
ket place, but can place them-
selves in a position to better pick 
the optimum point at which 
they get into the market for a 
home that meets their goals.

John Woodall, GRI, SRES is a 
Broker Associate with Lyon Real 
Estate. He’s earned a GRI des-
ignation (for advanced real es-
tate education) and is a Seniors 
Real Estate Specialist, (SRES). 
In addition to traditional resi-
dential transactions, John helps 
clients with Short Sales, Probate 
sales and handles REOs. He is 
equally skilled at helping sellers 
or buyers of homes and invest-
ment properties. For more in-
formation, please contact John 
at (916) 421-5421 or log on to 
John at www.john.golyon.com

Buying a (first) home?

Three steps to success: prioritize, educate yourself, get help

John Woodall
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(NAPSI) – First-time 
homebuyers and those who 
haven’t owned a home in the 
past three years are running 
out of time to cash in on the 
$8,000 first-time homebuyer 
tax credit. !e deadline is No-
vember 30. If you don’t close 
on your home by then, you’ll 
miss out on one of the ma-
jor buyer opportunities in the 
current housing market. 

Today’s tighter credit mar-
ket means the days of settling 
on a home in two weeks are 
gone. Lenders are paying clos-
er attention than ever to a bor-
rower’s financial information. 
In many cases, appraisals are 
also taking longer and things 

like home inspections and ti-
tle searches take time. So there 
may be no time to waste.

“Homeownership is an in-
vestment in your future, and 
the temporary $8,000 tax 
credit can help many of today’s 
buyers start building that fu-
ture,” said Lawrence Yun, chief 
economist for the National As-
sociation of Realtors. “How-
ever, buyers should be realis-
tic about the time it could take 
between beginning the home 
search and actually closing on 
the deal. Anyone who’s seri-
ous about taking advantage 
of this tremendous opportu-
nity should start the ball roll-
ing soon.”

In some cases, buyers are 
able to receive the tax cred-
it immediately through short-
term bridge loans and either 
increase their down payment 
or supplement their closing 
costs. A Realtor can tell you if 
the bridge loan process is avail-
able to you.

Not a first-time homebuyer? 
Not a problem. Current mar-
ket conditions have created a 
wealth of advantages for all of 
today’s buyers, including:

• Lots of choices – More 
homes on the market means 
buyers can negotiate better 
prices and terms.

• Low interest rates – 
Mortgage interest rates re-
main historically low, making 
borrowing more a"ordable for 
potential homebuyers. 

• Affordability – Home 
prices are more a"ordable now 
than they have been in decades, 

according to NAR’s Housing 
A"ordability Index. 

!ese conditions, however, 
are temporary. Recent hous-
ing statistics and trends show 
signs that the market may have 
already hit bottom. Prices in 
many areas have stabilized and 
are rising again. 

“Today’s buyers are stay-
ing well within their bud-
get and realizing this is an in-
credible opportunity to own a 
home of their own,” said Yun. 
“!ere’s never been a better 
time for people to start build-
ing their future through hom-
eownership.” 

Clock ticking on $8,000 homebuyer tax credit
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(NAPSI) – Purchasing a 
home can be the most impor-
tant financial decision a per-
son makes. !at’s why it is 
important to understand the 
process of buying a home and 
to evaluate your budget and 
credit score.

Here are some tips to help 
you navigate the home-buy-
ing process: 

1. Save for your down pay-
ment. Zero down payment 
mortgages are rarely avail-
able, so it’s important that you 
save ahead of time. !e more 
money you put down on the 
house, the lower your mort-
gage payment will be. And if 

you make a down payment 
of at least 20 percent of the 
home’s worth, you can avoid 
having to pay Private Mort-
gage Insurance. PMI is an ad-
ditional cost built into your 
mortgage that protects the 
mortgage lender in the event 
of a default. !ere are a vari-
ety of programs that can as-
sist first-time homebuyers 
or low- to moderate-income 
families. Check with the Fed-
eral Housing Administration 
or the state’s housing authori-
ties for more information.

2. Shop for a mortgage be-
fore you shop for a home. 
Most real estate profession-

als recommend that you ob-
tain a credit pre-approval be-
fore you begin looking for a 
home. Getting preapproved 
generally means you receive 
a loan commitment from 
your mortgage company be-
fore you have found a home, 
based on a review of your 
credit and finances. Credit 
requirements are more strin-
gent than they’ve been in 
years past, so you should re-
view your credit report, find 
out what your credit score is 
and immediately contact the 
credit reporting bureaus to 
correct any errors. You will 
want your credit report to 
be accurate and your credit 

score to be as high as possi-
ble.

Having your credit applica-
tion preapproved shows sell-
ers that you’re a qualified buy-
er and helps you establish a 
realistic price range. You can 
access an online tutorial on 
credit from the GMAC Fi-
nancial Services’ financial lit-
eracy program, SmartEdge, 
that can help you understand 
how credit a"ects your loan 
options, what a"ects your 
credit score and how to get on 
the right track.

3. Become familiar with all 
mortgage-related terms. 
!e SmartEdge Web site also 
o"ers a real estate and home-
financing glossary, which de-
fines important home-buying 
terms such as Annual Per-
centage Rate (called APR) 
and escrow. Knowing certain 
terminology can help you bet-

ter understand and converse 
with a real estate agent or a 
loan o#cer.

4. Ask for a Comparative 
Market Analysis before you 
make a purchase offer. !e 
best way to avoid o"ering too 
much for a home is to ask for 
a written CMA, which your 
real estate professional should 
be able to provide. !is will 
show recent sales prices of 
comparable neighborhood 
homes and the asking price of 
nearby homes. !e CMA can 
be shown to the seller when 
you make your o"er. !is 
may justify your purchase of-
fer and show the seller why 
your o"er is reasonable.

5. Decide what conditions 
(also known as contingen-
cies) you want to place on 
buying the house. Your pur-
chase may be made contin-
gent on obtaining financing, 
a building inspector’s satis-
factory report or selling your 
present home. Real estate 
contracts today already in-
clude many of these standard 
contingencies. 

In addition to o"ering mort-
gage information, the Smart-
Edge program teaches con-
sumers how to establish good 
credit, manage a budget and 
evaluate financing options. 
You can visit the SmartEdge 
Web site at www.SmartEdge-
byGMAC.com or call (800) 
766-GMAC for more mort-
gage information.

Hints for homeowners: Home-Buying Tips 
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BEAUTIFUL REMODEL
New granite kitchen, new master bath, new roof, new 
central heat & air, new plumbing & electrical, new low 
energy dual pane windows, new inside laundry w/new 
washer & dryer, new Rinnai tank-less H2O heater, 
refinished hardwood floors, Garage has new sheetrock 
& new electric sub-panel. New paint. & landscaping. 
See www.3708DowneyWay.com $369,000
CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

MOVE-IN READY
Awesome location-back yard w/gate to American 
River Pkwy. One owner, 3 bdrm hm. Updated appli-
ances include Bosch dishwasher, gas stove and built-in 
microwave. Home features fresh paint, new carpet and 
tile flooring. Fireplace in living room. Nicely landscaped 
backyard w/covered patio. See www.9407MiraDelRio.
com $210,000

LINDA WOOD 802-8042

4215 Freeport Blvd.

454-5753

AMAZING REMODEL
1 story home w/3 car garage & gorgeous built in pool 
& patio. Large side yard. Stunning laminate wood 
floors. Newer roof. Living & fam. rooms w/ fireplaces. 
Fabulous remodel kit w/ granite, stainless appliances, 
pantry & more. Fabulous remodeled baths. New carpet. 
throughout. See www.7473HighwindWay.2CMyHome.
com $295,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

Visit Our Web Site: www.windermeredunnigan.com

GREAT INVESTMENT HOME
Fantastic remodel on these 3 bdrms units. 
New paint in & out, dual pane windows, new 
moulding, doors, flooring & granite counters. 
Larger unit would be great for owner occupant. 
Collect premium rents on these well located 
units .  See www.windermeredunnigan.com 
$399,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

GREENHAVEN
Solid 4 bedroom home features newer HVAC, dual pane win-
dows, granite counters, and plantation shutters. Just 2 blocks 
from Carolyn Wenzel school. Roof approx 5 yrs old and the 
bocce ball court is almost new! Enjoy home grown vegetables 
from your own yard. Wall between family & living rooms 
removed to create great room concept. Pest report available. 
See www.6901FlintwoodWay.epropertysites.com $359,000

MIKE PUENTE 803-4727

BACKS TO SACRAMENTO RIVER
Quality Harris built home in quiet, highly desired location. 
4 bedroom single story w/ remote bedroom. Dual pane win-
dows, large peaceful private yard. Sale includes two parcels 
(.47acres for both parcels). Some neighbors built boat docks 
within the last few yrs on the levy parcel. Buyer to consult w/ 
city re permit process & availability. Rare opportunity to own 
on river.  See www.715ClipperWay.com $349,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

WONDERFUL BOX COLONIAL
This fabulous home features fresh paint in & 
out, new carpet, new linoleum, new light fix-
tures, & newly refinished entry & staircase. 
The .25 ac lot is almost all in the backyard 
& features new sod, mowing strips, gardens 
& drip system. See www.3912Bartley.com 
$499,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

 SOUTH LAND PARK
Quality So.Land Park home in quiet neighborhood. Well cared for 
by long time owner. Walking distance to neighborhood school. 
Tiled central entry, living room & family room overlooking patio 
& yard. Refinished hardwood floors, dual pane windows & doors 
throughout, plantation shutters, newer roof, dishwasher, water heater 
& HVAC. Master suite w/sliding glass door to patio. 2 car garage 
w/auto opener.  See www.1388SanClementeWay.com $335,000

ELAINE OWENS 747-8479

OVER TWO ACRES
Custom built home with three bedrooms, two and 
one half baths, great room with fireplace which looks 
out to the beautiful yard featuring a green bottom 
pool, a pond, and attached two car plus detached two 
car garage. A guest house w/ one bedroom & bath, 
kitchen and living area is attached by a breezeway. 
See www.8359ExcelsiorRd.com $525,000

LIBBY NEIL 539-5881

SPACIOUS HALFPLEX
A dream house to entertain in - it is open 
& inviting.  Each bdrm has its own full 
bath. Floor to ceiling brick fireplace in 
fami ly  room w/  bui l t  in  bookshelves .  
The spacious kitchen has tons of counter 
space.  3300 sq f t  of  l iving space.  See 
www.34PiniosRiverCt.com $399,900 

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395
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“Sign”
Language

“Sign”
Language

For over 34 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

V

6841 GREENHAVEN DRIVE
Wonderful family home in prime 
cul-de-sac location. 4 or 5 bd 3 full 
baths, large 1/4 acre lot with lush 
landscaping. Huge kitchen with 
endless possibities. RV possible. 
Equity property. $349,000
MARILYN SUBER • 456-3969

6511 CHETWOOD WAY • $375,000
PAM LIGHTFORD-LYGREN • 806-1020

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

 7616 WEST VISTA WAY • $975,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ LOW INTRODUCTORY COST
★ START ANYTIME
★ LIVE CLASSES

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ MONTHLY CASH FLOW
★ TENANT SCREENING
★ MAINTENANCE
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907

831 RIVERVIEW CT.
Contemporary home in a cul-de-sac 
that backs up to the Sacramento 
River with an easement for the 
country to maintain the levee road. 
It has 1725 sq ft on .44 acre with 
three bedroom, 2 full bath and a ten 
year old tile roof. Its a one of a kind 
property located in the Little Pocket 
in South Sacramento. $499,000
JERRY SCHWINDT • 397-3511

104 STARLIT CIRCLE
Spectacularly clean Greenhaven 
property, 3 bedroom, 2 bath. 
Newly painted inside and out, 
newer roof. Newer CH & A units. 
Separate family room, cedar floor-
ing in closets, and so much more. 
A must see! $355,000
TREY BONETTI • 768-9360

“…FOR FINE OLDER HOMES AND 
QUALITY NEWER HOMES”

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

5160 RIVERSIDE BLVD.
Great location near downtown. 
Cozy front cour tyard before 
entering home. Nice clean 2 
bedroom with large living room 
with great view to the backyard. 
Open kitchen to the living room. 
$160,000.
MEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

PENDING

FORECLOSURE OPPORTUNITIES:
 3901 42nd Ave., 95824, three Houses!, $99,900
 6345 Fruitridge Road, 95820, 4 bdrm, $159,900
 6730 Burdett Way, 95823, 3 bdrm, $77,900
 2283 Oakmont Way, Duplex, 95815, $103,900

Please call Cook Realty for more Information

(916) 451-6702
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Can drive supported 
at Kennedy High
Special to "e Pocket News

On Saturday, Oct. 17, Kennedy High School hosted a drive-
thru donation drop-o" in conjunction with the continuing 
KCRA 3 Kids Can Food Drive. !e collection total from the 
Saturday event came to 3,913 food items.

!e committee behind the can drive o"ered thanks to the 
drive-thru volunteers: Ms. Alexander, Max Evans, Mr. and 
Mrs. Yoshihara, Nikki Yoshihara, and Kennedy students Kel-
li Miyata, Cristina Pedroncelli, Angela Pedroncelli, Mark Mat-
ney, Andrea Ortega, and Chan Trinh for taking time out of 
their Saturday to help from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

!e group was also very appreciative of Food Source grocery 
store, which donated 3,432 canned goods; the Malt-o-Meal 
company with its donation of 438 bags and boxes of cereal and 
oatmeal; and to Kennedy High School students and members 
of the community who came out to donate to the cause.

!e generosity of these people and organizations is going di-
rectly to the SSIP Emergency Food Closet, which helps 4,500 
people each month by supplying food. 

Although the drive-thru is over, Kennedy will continue to ac-
cept donations in the front o#ce up to November 20.

Pocket News Photo/Danny Kam
Kelli Miyata, Melanie Yoshihara and Max Evans assist Oct. 17 in the Kennedy High 
School can drive drop-off event. The donations went to support the KCRA 3 Kids 
Can Food Drive.
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Pocket/Greenhaven Residential Real Estate Transactions • Third Quarter • July–September 2009
Address  BR /BA   Value Date

95831
6630 14TH ST ...........................................3 3 ............$266,000 ........... 20090930
7520 ALMA VISTA WAY ......................4 2 .............299,000 ............ 20090729
351 AQUAPHER WAY ...........................4 3 .............340,000 ............ 20090803
6790 ARABELLA WAY ..........................4 3 .............527,500 ............ 20090831
939 BEACH DR ........................................4 3 .............535,000 ............ 20090715
7608 BRIDGEVIEW DR ...................... 3 2.5 ...........400,000 ............ 20090925
6872 BUENA TERRA WAY ..................3 2 .............232,000 ............ 20090710
55 CACHE RIVER CIR ..........................2 2 .............160,000 ............ 20090910
63 CACHE RIVER CIR ..........................3 2 .............191,000 ............ 20090818
7244 CAMINO DEL REY ST ...............3 2 .............244,000 ............ 20090731
7252 CAMINO DEL REY ST ...............4 2 .............232,000 ............ 20090915
1 CAPTAIN CT ........................................2 2 .............190,000 ............ 20090603
7462 CASTANO WAY ......................... 4 2.5 ...........392,500 ............ 20090721
7036 CATLEN WAY ............................. 4 2.5 ...........370,000 ............ 20090828
59 CAVALCADE CIR .............................3 2 .............265,500 ............ 20090710
721 CECILYN WAY.................................3 2 .............240,000 ............ 20090720
733 CECILYN WAY.................................3 2 .............245,000 ............ 20090617
9 CHART CT .......................................... 3 2.5 ...........290,000 ............ 20090930
6850 CLAIBORNE WAY .......................3 2 .............250,000 ............ 20090923
782 CLIPPER WAY ..................................3 3 .............285,000 ............ 20090930
961 COBBLE SHORES DR ................. 3 2.5 ...........333,000 ............ 20090918
1360 CORNELL WAY ............................3 2 .............270,351 ............ 20090618
674 CULLIVAN DR .............................. 3 2.5 ...........270,000 ............ 20090819
603 CUTTING WAY ..............................3 2 .............244,115 ............ 20090714
613 CUTTING WAY ............................ 3 2.5 ...........275,000 ............ 20090901
563 DE MAR DR ......................................2 2 .............159,000 ............ 20090622
587 DE MAR DR ......................................3 2 .............195,000 ............ 20090805
1039 EILEEN WAY ..................................3 2 .............379,000 ............ 20090716
7734 EL DOURO DR ............................ 4 2.5 ...........385,000 ............ 20090928
1240 EL ENCANTO WAY .................. 3 2.5 ...........210,000 ............ 20090626
7057 EL SERENO CIR ...........................4 3 .............243,000 ............ 20090622
5 ESTUARY CT ...................................... 4 2.5 ...........230,550 ............ 20090914
7293 FARM DALE WAY ........................3 2 .............294,000 ............ 20090915
1201 FAY CIR .......................................... 3 2.5 ...........345,000 ............ 20090805
751 FLORIN RD.......................................3 2 .............199,000 ............ 20090723
7393 FLOWERWOOD WAY ...............3 2 .............263,500 ............ 20090921
137 FORTADO CIR ................................3 2 .............309,000 ............ 20090611
6740 FREEHAVEN DR .........................4 2 .............230,000 ............ 20090910
6748 FREEHAVEN DR .........................4 2 .............230,000 ............ 20090731
2 GENOA CT ............................................3 2 .............255,000 ............ 20090930
12 GENOA CT .........................................3 2 .............250,000 ............ 20090828
6879 GLORIA DR ....................................3 2 .............210,000 ............ 20090701
7320 GLORIA DR .................................. 3 2.5 ...........199,000 ............ 20090810
1000 GLOW CT .......................................3 2 .............325,000 ............ 20090623
6433 GREENHAVEN DR ................... 6 2.5 ...........350,000 ............ 20090730
6671 HARMON DR ................................3 2 .............341,000 ............ 20090721
784 HARVEY WAY .................................2 2 .............160,000 ............ 20090820
820 HARVEY WAY .................................3 2 .............251,576 ............ 20090909
6480 HAVENSIDE DR ..........................3 2 .............375,500 ............ 20090625
11 HERITAGE WOOD CIR .............. 4 2.5 ...........348,000 ............ 20090807
15 HIDDEN COVE CIR ........................3 2 .............240,000 ............ 20090615
7651 HOWERTON DR .........................2 2 .............162,000 ............ 20090603
7665 HOWERTON DR .........................2 2 .............165,000 ............ 20090827
6524 LAND PARK DR ......................... 3 2.5 ...........295,000 ............ 20090615
6631 LAND PARK DR ......................... 3 2.5 ...........270,000 ............ 20090618
6691 LAND PARK DR ...........................4 3 .............100,000 ............ 20090804
8042 LINDA ISLE LN ............................0 0 .............363,000 ............ 20090717
8044 LINDA ISLE LN ............................0 0 .............402,000 ............ 20090730
8046 LINDA ISLE LN ............................0 0 .............390,000 ............ 20090714
8050 LINDA ISLE LN ............................3 3 .............380,000 ............ 20090731
389 LITTLE RIVER WAY .....................3 2 .............295,000 ............ 20090609

395 LITTLE RIVER WAY .....................4 3 .............110,000 ............ 20090708
401 LITTLE RIVER WAY .....................3 2 .............270,000 ............ 20090901
535 LITTLE RIVER WAY .....................3 2 .............216,000 ............ 20090814
6520 LONGRIDGE WAY ......................3 2 .............225,000 ............ 20090904
39 LOS GATOS CIR ...............................4 3 .............490,000 ............ 20090724
749 MELANIE WAY ...............................3 2 .............209,000 ............ 20090929
60 MOONLIT CIR ..................................3 3 .............350,000 ............ 20090723
100 MOONLIT CIR ................................4 2 .............335,000 ............ 20090623
7438 MYRTLE VISTA AVE .................3 2 .............475,000 ............ 20090923
6285 OAKRIDGE WAY ....................... 4 3.5 ...........514,000 ............ 20090731
7756 OAKSHORE DR ...........................3 2 .............605,000 ............ 20090619
6796 ORLEANS WAY ............................3 2 .............281,000 ............ 20090616
9 PEBBLE RIVER CIR ............................3 2 .............329,000 ............ 20090604
483 PIMENTEL WAY .......................... 4 2.5 ...........291,331 ............ 20090917
7233 POCKET RD ..................................4 3 .............408,000 ............ 20090626
7704 PORT DR .........................................4 4 .............768,000 ............ 20090617
260 PORTINAO CIR ..............................3 2 .............395,000 ............ 20090618
51 RAMBLEOAK CIR ............................3 2 .............261,000 ............ 20090722
78 RAMBLEOAK CIR ............................3 2 .............240,000 ............ 20090619
3 RASHA CT........................................... 3 2.5 ...........205,000 ............ 20090626
15 RED RIVER CT ................................ 3 2.5 ...........480,000 ............ 20090731
304 RIVER ISLE WAY .......................... 3 2.5 ...........272,788 ............ 20090730
687 RIVERGATE WAY ..........................3 2 .............235,000 ............ 20090610
6 RIVERMEAD CT .................................3 2 .............390,000 ............ 20090731
6246 RIVERSIDE BLVD ........................3 2 .............239,000 ............ 20090915
6273 RIVERSIDE BLVD ........................3 3 .............320,000 ............ 20090713
6550 RIVERSIDE BLVD ........................3 2 .............208,000 ............ 20090930
6625 RIVERSIDE BLVD ........................4 2 .............316,300 ............ 20090911
6975 RIVERSIDE BLVD ........................3 2 .............287,000 ............ 20090710
7117 ROB RIVER WAY ..........................3 2 .............386,531 ............ 20090709
12 ROMA CT .......................................... 3 2.5 ...........285,000 ............ 20090609
47 ROSE MEAD CIR ..............................4 2 .............253,000 ............ 20090724
818 ROYAL GARDEN AVE .................3 3 .............227,349 ............ 20090910
873 ROYAL GREEN AVE .....................3 2 .............265,000 ............ 20090924
7329 RUSH RIVER DR ..........................2 2 .............160,000 ............ 20090609
6899 SAILBOAT WAY ...........................4 2 .............349,500 ............ 20090706
1319 SAN CLEMENTE WAY ............ 4 2.5 ...........385,000 ............ 20090731
7217 SANTA TERESA WAY ...............4 3 .............360,000 ............ 20090701
840 SENIOR WAY ...................................3 3 .............365,000 ............ 20090828
865 SHELLWOOD WAY .................... 4 2.5 ...........326,000 ............ 20090925
820 SHORESIDE DR .............................5 4 .............575,000 ............ 20090714
7791 SLEEPY RIVER WAY...................3 2 .............459,500 ............ 20090728
1201 SMOKE RIVER WAY ..................3 2 .............336,000 ............ 20090624
420 SPINNAKER WAY .........................3 2 .............272,000 ............ 20090612
464 SPINNAKER WAY .........................2 2 .............229,000 ............ 20090722
16 SPRINGBROOK CIR ..................... 3 2.5 ...........320,000 ............ 20090928
1163 SPRUCE TREE CIR ......................3 2 .............250,000 ............ 20090821
6757 STARBOARD WAY ......................3 2 .............297,000 ............ 20090820
21 STARLIT CIR .....................................4 2 .............292,000 ............ 20090819
696 STILL BREEZE WAY .....................5 3 .............635,000 ............ 20090928
701 STILL BREEZE WAY .....................3 3 .............324,500 ............ 20090710
6725 SWENSON WAY ..........................3 2 .............325,000 ............ 20090828
4 TARRAGON CT ..................................3 2 .............250,000 ............ 20090730
6 TASH CT ................................................4 2 .............326,000 ............ 20090727
560 VALIM WAY .................................... 3 2.5 ...........210,000 ............ 20090721
1297 VALLEY BROOK AVE .................4 2 .............238,000 ............ 20090804
1322 VALLEY BROOK AVE .................3 2 .............284,000 ............ 20090930
756 WESTLITE CIR ...............................3 2 .............325,000 ............ 20090821
1111 WESTLYNN WAY ........................3 2 .............280,000 ............ 20090911
7403 WINDBRIDGE DR .................... 4 2.5 ...........312,593 ............ 20090917
7685 WINDBRIDGE DR .................... 3 2.5 ...........313,500 ............ 20090831
15 WINDSTONE CT ............................3 2 .............245,000 ............ 20090714
27 WINTERMIST CT ......................... 4 2.5 ...........250,750 ............ 20090804
27 ZEPHYR COVE CIR ..................... 3 2 ............221,000 ............20090722

Address  BR /BA   Value Date
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Upcoming adoption days: Nov. 8, 15 

!ere are two more adoption days planned at the Wag 
Hotel in West Sacramento. !ose interested in adopting 
a cat are encouraged to visit the pet resort on Nov. 8 and 
Nov. 15 between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Each cat has already 
been altered, had all its vaccinations and has been micro 
chipped. !e price for adoption is a bargain: $30 for one 
cat, $40 for a pair. If, for any reason, an adoption doesn’t 
“work out,” the Friends of the Sacramento City Shelter 
Animals, Inc. will accept animals back. !e purpose is to 
find homes where both felines and families can thrive. !e 
Wag Hotel is located at 1759 Enterprise Blvd. in West 
Sacramento, just o" Highway 50. 

“It’s wonderful to see an animal go to a hopefully forev-
er home,” said Georgann Eberhardt, Friend volunteer and 
Curtis Park resident. “I love animals. !ey deserve to have 
a happy life. After all, they live on this planet, just like we 
do, too.” 

“To me, that’s the greatest success,” Monahan said. “One 
hundred forty cats rescued and not one euthanized.” 

Twirling the “bird fishing pole” above a collected group of 
cats and sporting a t-shirt declaring “All cat owners know 
no one owns a cat,” Nakata-Harper is pleased to be a part 
of this grass-roots community e"ort. 

“It feels so good to be able to do this,” she said as Toby 
and then Batman each took a swipe at the fluttering toy. 
“Especially given the cutbacks at the county shelter. !ese 
are the most a"ectionate cats. If this rescue hadn’t hap-
pened, everyone would have been euthanized at the house 
and stu"ed in barrels. We just couldn’t let that happen.” 

For more information about the Friends of the Sacra-
mento City Shelter Animals, Inc., or to make a donation to 
support their animal rescue e"orts, visit www.saccityshel-
ter.com.

- Susan Laird

tious, but eventually warm-
ing up to us. They knew we 
were there to help. And they 
were all healthy. The previ-
ous owners obviously took 
good care of them, aside 
from their failure to spay 
and neuter.” 

“It was a truly bizarre sit-
uation,” said Moira Monah-
an, a Friend volunteer who 
lives in Land Park. “The 
smell of the cats at the house 
was overwhelming. But you 
got used to it each time you 
came to rescue a few more 
cats. I work on the spay/neu-
ter and foster care projects. 
The cats range in age from 
six months to about two or 
three years of age. There re-
ally aren’t any old ones or re-
ally young ones, which is un-
usual.” 

The Friends put out a 
plea for help to local and 
regional “no kill” shelters 
and rescue groups. The Ta-

hoe Truckee Humane So-
ciety took four black cats, 
adopted them out and took 
four more. Pets Unlimit-
ed in San Francisco took 
six cats. Tri Valley in the 
Bay Area took 14 cats. San 
Francisco Animal Control 
took five felines, the Sac-
ramento ASPCA took sev-
en kitties and Best Friends 
in Utah took a number of 
cats as well. 

Local rescue groups 
stepped forward to help, 
including Happy Tails, 
Cats About Town and 
Field Haven in Lincoln. 
A great many individuals 
gave freely of their time, 
making numerous trips 
to the Meadowview area 
home to remove cats, trans-
port them to vet appoint-
ments, shelters, fostering 
and more. 

“ The plan was: we (the 
Friends) pulled the cats 

out, took them to the Sac-
ramento SPCA for spay-
ing, neutering, testing for 
leukemia and feline AIDS, 
and had them vaccinated 
and micro chipped,” Goode 
said. “Others devoted time 
to making sure the cats 
were socialized. This way, 
every animal in the col-
ony would be adoptable, 
and there would be abso-
lutely no need to kill any 
of them.” 

The Friends employed 
two rescue strategies: one 
group of cats was altered, 
processed and sent out to 
other groups, the other was 
altered, processed and shel-
tered at the Wag Hotel in 
West Sacramento. 

“If it wasn’t for Wag and 
the SPCA, we couldn’t have 
done this,” Goode said. 
“It wouldn’t have worked. 
The SPCA was phenome-
nal…they rearranged entire 
schedules to spay and neu-
ter the cats... Wag is equally 
amazing. They have housed 
them in their special ‘cat 
condos’ for weeks, hosted 
adoption events at their fa-
cility and supported this ef-
fort all the way. It’s a beau-
tiful facility and we highly 
recommend them to anyone 
who needs to board their 
pet.” 

An additional concern 
– and one of the reasons 
the Friends moved to take 
action so quickly – was 
the large number of black 
cats. 

“ There are tabbies, cali-
coes, seal points, tortoise-
shell cats…and a large 
number of beautiful black 
cats,” Goode said. “What 
many people are not aware 
of is that there is a bias 
in county shelters nation-
wide against black cats 
and dogs. They believe 
that these animals are un-
adoptable, simply because 
of the color of their fur. 
These animals are often 
killed immediately, and 
never make it to the public 
for adoption. We want to 
show everyone that – not 
only can a large popula-
tion of animals be adopt-
ed out – it is also unneces-
sary to kill black cats and 
dogs. They make wonder-
ful, beautiful pets. Don’t 
write them off.” 

!e amazing e"ort of this 
united group of animal lovers 
and organizations is bearing 
fruit: of the original 140 kit-
ties, there are just 22 who still 
need homes. 

“ These aren’t cats that 
were ‘passed over,’” Goode 
said. “ These are simply the 
last ones to come out of 
the house. They are just as 
sweet and friendly as the 
first ones to be rescued.” 

Three cats have special 
needs. 

Courtney is a seven 
month old medium-haired 
female cat with a “very 
sweet temperament.” A se-
vere heart murmur was de-
tected during spaying. She 
has no signs of heart trou-
ble, but it would be best for 
her to be adopted out to a 
home that has the resourc-
es for regular vet checkups 
and possible future treat-
ment. 

Batman (male) and Zola 
(female) are a bonded pair. 
They are shy and need to 
be adopted out together to 

a home where the cats can 
be worked with or become 
“barn cats.” 

The Friends are conscien-
tious in their efforts to see 
that each animal is proper-
ly socialized, healthy and 
placed in a good home. 

“I’m glad the effort is be-
ing taken to rehabilitate 
them,” said Sophia Pearson, 
Friend volunteer and Cur-
tis Park resident. “When 
you work with them, you 
get to know each cat. They 
have their names written 
on their collars, and soon 
you know their personali-
ties.” 

“ They are very happy 
with each other. I like that,” 
said Scott Smith, Friend 
volunteer, “cat whisperer” 
and Arden Carmichael area 
resident. “Yes, it’s hard to 
let them go, but it’s great to 
see them go to great homes. 
The great thing about the 
adoption open houses is 
that you get to meet the 
people who come to visit, 
play and adopt.”

Cats: ‘They make wonderful, beautiful pets’
Continued from page 5
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By ROBBIE WATERS
Sacramento City Councilmember
Special to The Pocket News

Peripheral canal and Bay 
Delta Conservation Plan 
update

!e State of California 
plan for a peripheral canal 
to convey water around the 
Delta, ultimately to the Bay 
Area and Southern Califor-
nia, and 5 new water intakes 
on the Sacramento River con-
tinues to move forward. !e 
state’s two proposed intake 
sites across from the Pocket 
area in Yolo County are still 
in consideration but they do 
not appear to be the preferred 
intake locations for the state 
at this time and have had no 
geotechnical exploration work 
to date. Several sites from 
Clarksburg south to Walnut 
Grove have had geotechnical 
exploration work performed 
in October. 

!e project, known as 
“BDCP,” continues to move 
forward and the preferred in-
take locations could change 
again. !e Draft Environ-
mental Impact Report has 
been delayed and is now an-
ticipated to be released in late 
2010. For more information 
on this project, visit the proj-
ect website at www.baydelta-
conservationplan.com or see 
my website and join my email 
list.

Freeport regional water 
project test pumping

As the construction of the 
new water intake next to 
South Pocket winds down, 
test pumping is underway and 
nearly finished. !e $1 bil-
lion project is slated to begin 
pumping water to East Bay 
Municipal Utility District in 
the spring when the Folsom 
South Canal connector point 
is completed. !e bike trail 
on the levee is anticipated to 
re-open in the spring when 
access to the public plaza at 
the water intake structure is 
available. EBMUD and Sacra-
mento County Water Agency 
are planning a Grand Open-
ing event for their facility in 
April. 

Neighborhood Resource Team
!e next meeting of the 

NRT is Wednesday, Nov. 18, 

at 6 p.m. at the Pannell Cen-
ter at 24th and Meadowview. 
We discuss neighborhood 
concerns in the police and 
code areas and meet with city 
sta". If you have an on-going 
issue in your neighborhood 
with crime, this is the place to 
go. !e Area 2 Community 
Partnership Meeting will fol-
low at 7 pm. 

Kennedy High School theatre
Construction on the new 

theatre at Kennedy High 
School is expected to be com-
plete after the first of the year. 
!e Performing Arts Cen-
ter will be just under 14,000 
square feet and seat 465 
persons. !e entrance foy-
er will be on the east side of 
the building, facing the main 
school campus. 

Green waste containeriza-
tion passes 80 percent

!e City now has approxi-
mately 80 percent of its green 
waste customers participating 
in the voluntary green waste 
containerization program. 
!e total number of contain-
erized customers is almost 
90,000. !e phenomenal suc-
cess of this program has reso-
nated with residents who like 
a clean street, want to be envi-
ronmentally friendly and keep 
green waste out of the water 
stream and those who prefer 
the reduced rate on their util-
ity bill. 

Friends of the Library meeting
Friends of the Sacramento 

Public Library, Pocket-Green-
haven Branch will next meet 
on !ursday, Nov. 19 from 
6:30-8 p.m. !e meetings are 

open to the public and you are 
encouraged to attend. !e lo-
cation is the library at Martin 
Luther King Jr. K-8 School at 
480 Little River Way. 

District 7 breaks e-mail list 
record

With your help, we did 
it. A couple months ago, we 
asked for your help to get a 
few more subscribers and 
break the 1,000 barrier. In 
early October, we broke the 
1,000 mark and are well on 
our way to having 1,100 sub-
scribers! If you or someone 
you know is interested in be-
coming more informed about 
community events and hap-
penings, sign up for District 7 
email alerts on the District 7 
website. If you need help, call 
my o#ce at 808-7338. 

Neighborhood traffic man-
agement program

If your neighborhood has 
multiple tra#c concerns, con-
sider the NTMP which the 
city o"ers. !is program can 
provide a comprehensive, 
neighborhood-wide approach 
with input from neighbors. I 
strongly recommend this pro-
gram for neighborhood tra#c 
issues. Look at the city’s web-
site or call my o#ce for more 
information. 

Captain Jerry Traffic safety
!is program is designed to 

teach elementary school age 
children about tra#c safety 
in a fun and interactive atmo-
sphere. Presenters teach the 
children about bicycle safety, 
bus safety, seatbelt safety, and 
signal/crosswalk safety. At no 
cost to any of the City’s ele-

mentary schools, the Captain 
Jerry Team presents the Traf-
fic Safety Program to more 
than 10,000 children annual-
ly, teaching them about stay-
ing safe on the streets. For 
more information, or if you 
would like your child’s school 
to receive a visit from the 
Captain Jerry program, please 
contact John “Bucky” Perez at 
808-7607.

Keeping our quality of life
Are you concerned about 

lacking upkeep on nearby 
properties? Suspect criminal 
activity at a certain address? 
Have a vehicle parked on the 
street for more than the 72-
hour limit? Call 311 and re-
port the activity. Or call my 
o#ce at 808-7338. You can 
remain anonymous. We need 
you to partner with us, neigh-
borhood associations and 
neighborhood watch groups 
to send the message that we 
are a family-friendly neigh-
borhood and crime and/or 
blight will not be tolerated.

Need more information?
My o#ce sends out helpful 

community information on 
an e-mail list. To join the list, 
visit the main city Web page 
at www.cityofsacramento.org 
and use the “e-mail alert” link 
to sign up. 

Boards and Commissions
For a list of openings on city 

Boards and Commissions, 

check the city Web page at 
www.cityofsacamento.org and 
click on the “Boards & Com-
missions” icon on the left side 
of the main page for updat-
ed information throughout 
each month or call the City 
Clerk’s O#ce at 808-7200. 
Applications can be found on 
the Boards and Commissions 
page.

Councilmember Waters’ mailing 
address is City Hall, 915 I Street, 
5th Floor, Sacramento, Calif. 
95814. Phone is 808-7338. E-
mail is rwaters@cityofsacramen-
to.org. Web site is www.cityofsac-
ramento.org/council then choose 
“Robbie Waters.”

District 7 update

Connecting with the City Council, the community
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JOHNNY ON THE SPOT
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Certifi ed Firm • Red Stain Removal
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal Treatment
    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Free in home written estimates
     Call (916) 391-9292

Complete Carpet & Upholstery Care

Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News 

Home Improvement page

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 10 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

 FALL CLEAN UP!
FENCING

Reliable Handyman
HANDYMAN

Doors • Molding • Windows
Cabinets • Electrical 

• Plumbing
Water Heaters • Disposals

All 
15 Years Experience

Call (916) 806-7879

Sloan Construction
Complete Home Renovations
Kitchen/Bathrooms/Additions

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

General Contractor – CCL No. 549475

** One Project at a Time to Serve you Better **
Serving the Sacramento Area for over 20 yrs

Call Dave: Offi ce (916) 944-4313
Cell (916) 202-9448

References Available

BUILDING MATERIALS

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

Free up your time from those pesky 
unwanted jobs. I do odd jobs, 

plumbing, carpentry, security door 
installation, light fi xtures & fans, 

recaulking of tubs, hauling
NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Call Eric
(916)470-3488

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231 

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)
• Window Cleaning (inside/out/screens washed)
• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CJ Hauling
HAULING

 Lic# 342771

Residential & Commercial
debris hauling

(916) 769-3490

CALL 482-1119

DON’T BE CAUGHT IN THE COLD! 
Season Special

Heating System tune-up $85

HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING

FREE ESTIMATES / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS / LIC # 696355

Heating & Cooling Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 

 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable
Res. & Commercial work

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/Free Est.

Since 1960 in Sac area

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

FENCINGYOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CHIMNEY SWEEP

CUSTOM CABINETS
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ROONEY’S 
PLUMBING

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

$100 OFF Emergency Repairs
454-3667

ROOFING/SIDING

zimroof.com
License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

SOVEREIGN PAINTING

 (916) 422-4416
Dan Sovereign

PAINTING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd Generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

Lic.#484215

Interior & Exterior Painting

GARY’S PAINTING
CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL                   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR OVER 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE WITH PRIDE

EXCELLENT REFERENCES       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PAINTING

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News

Home Improvement page

YOUR SERVICES ARE NEEDED
CALL Melissa TODAY TO PLACE YOUR AD

(916) 429-9901

Gallagher Roofing

 Call DAN: (916) 965-6381

ROOFING

*Residential Composition 
Specialist

*Roof Repair & Maintenance

LIC# 664323

FREE estimates

Serving Sacramento Since 1993

“No job too small”

CALL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE ESTIMATES / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

PLUMBING

We’ll beat any written estimate! 
We charge by the job, 

not by the hour!

Call Don @(916) 481-3836
Lic # 713823

Straightline Plumbing

COMPLETE Plumbing 
service & repair

PAINTING

REMODEL CONTRACTOR

ROSE & DYNAMIC
PAINTING CO.

PAINTING

 Steve Rose 665-1041
Manny Fonseca 665-2671

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

References Available
Lic.#911035     BBB - Member

Fall/Winter Discount 10% OFF

PEST CONTROL

LANDSCAPING

Sacramento
Landscape Co.

Designs  ·  Planting
Lighting  ·  Irrigation
Walls  ·  Flagstone

Pavers  ·  More
Small Jobs Welcome

Call 832-2010
saclandscape@earthlink.net

CL# 770400

ROBERTS LANDSCAPE
CUSTOM LANDSCAPE

                  AND DESIGN       
*Sprinklers   *Decks
      *Concrete    *Masonry

Experienced with 
Old Garden Renovation

Call: 444-6458
License # 590317

LANDSCAPING

Terra Bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430
or 802-9897

LANDSCAPING

• Full yard maintenance
• One time clean-up

Gardening Maintenance
It’s Tree Trimming Season!

“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

ALLAWAY’S HOUSE
CLEANING

HOUSE CLEANING

Call Rick (916) 768-6236

  Lic# 83861     Bonded # 1214773
for Free Estimate

• Owner Operated
• Satisfaction Guaranteed

• Reasonable Rates
• Uses Rainbow Vacuum

Excellent References of 17 Years

PLUMBING
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COMPUTERS
GOT COMPUTER PROBLEMS? 
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $30/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area, travel charge will apply. Problem not fixed? 
No pay! Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 
296-7161

CRAFT ARTISANS
LOOKING FOR CRAFTERS AND ARTISANS
Holiday Crafts &  Gift Faire, Nov 14. Sacramento 
Elks Lodge #6, 6446 Riverside Blvd. Tables & chairs 
for $30 up. Floor space for $50 up. To reserve or for 
into call 916 686-0347.

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN SERVICES
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call .  Electr ical, Plumbing, Ti le, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call Steven 
at 230-2114.

AFFORDABLE COMPUTER REPAIR
COMPUTER REPAIR
$40 flat rate (no fix/no pay) Software, hardware, 
data recovery. Satisfaction quaranteed. Privacy 
protected. Call Eric (916) 502-5436.

ANTENNA REMOVAL
ANTENNA REMOVAL

Conover’s Antenna Removal Service
 Why not remove that old, ugly, unused antenna. 

A home improvment at little cost.  
Call (916) 973-9928 for an appt. for removal.

BOOKKEEPING
#1 BOOKKEEPER-
25 yrs.  exp.  in industr ies l ike Auto,  Me-
chanics, Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, 
Doctors, Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, 
Martial Arts, Barber, Construction, Whole-
sale, Investment Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, 
Sm Business. We are experts in General 
Ledger, Payroll, Profit & Loss & Quarterlies. 
Call for yr specialized appt. Same low 1990 
rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 640-3820.. 
www.taxirene.info.

FALL SPECIALS
Rototilling– Concrete removal (Patio, driveways, 
borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, pressure wash-
ing/power spray, hauling, yard work,  painting, tree 
& shrub removal, clean-up, fence repairs, light tree 
trimming, & more. Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247. 
Specials for seniors. Licensed.

HOUSEKEEPING
EXPERIENCED HOUSEKEEPER
Experienced housekeeper looking to add new 
clients. Honest, dependable, reliable & very picky 
about how to clean your home. “I clean your home 
the way YOU want me to.” Affordable rates. Ref 
available. Contact Sharon @ 916 451-4014.

PERFEC T GIFT!
PET PORTRAITS
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

Call Melissa at 429-9901 and place your ad today!

FOR INFORMATION ON 
CLASSIFIED ADS & 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
ADS Call 429-9901

List your auto for sale in 
the classified ads

Pocket News would like to 
hear from you!

Do you have an interesting 
story to tell? 

Unusual hobby, collection or 
job? Do you have fun/unusual 
photos you would like to share 

with the readers?
Do you know someone who 

deserves recognition for 
volunteering?

We want to hear from you.
Mail to: Pocket News
2709 Riverside Blvd.

Sacramento, CA 95818
or:

ryanrose@valcomnews.com

Advertise in California Kids! 
Family Fun Guide!!!

Serving Greater Sacramento 

For more information, call Marc 
at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

CALIFORNIA KIDS!

ADVERTISE  YOUR RENTALS

Call 429-9901
Place your ad today!

Call Melissa
429-9901

TAX PREPARER
#1 TAX PREPARER-
25 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including allState returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

TUTORING
TUTORING
Diverse Tutoring Services. Affordable, home-
based tutoring. All subjects Pre K-8. Learning 
disabilities. Homework & study skills. 10 years ex-
perience = positive results. MA in Education/Special 
Ed. Call Annette @ (916) 799-7796.

Faces and places
Family Harvest Fair

Riverside Wesleyan Church held their an-
nual Family Harvest Fair Oct. 31 from 6 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. !e church, located at 6449 Riv-

erside Blvd., hosts the annual event as a safe 
and free evening for the entire community. In 
addition to the free food, games, candy and 
bounce house, the church also held a pump-
kin-carving contest.
All photos by Pocket News photographer Ste-
phen Crowley.
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By ART GERMAN
Pocket News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

An ebullient Mayor Kevin 
Johnson told a capacity au-
dience of more than 300 at 
Sacramento State University 
at the end of last month that 
he’s working full tilt to build 
“a bigger and better” Sacra-
mento and that his current 
proposal for a strong mayor 
government organization is 
at the heart of his plans for 
the city’s future.

Johnson was the Oct. 23 
speaker at the weekly forum 
sponsored by the Renais-
sance Society, a learning-in-
retirement program based at 
the university.

When the one-hour ses-
sion was over, Johnson re-
ceived a standing ovation 
from the overflow crowd. 
At the outset, sta" had to 
put several dozen temporary 
seats on stage and at the rear 
of the Hinde Auditorium in 
the Student Union to accom-
modate the audience.

Harriette Work, last year’s 
Renaissance Society presi-
dent, introduced Johnson. 
She noted that the mayor - 
who first achieved promi-
nence as an NBA basketball 
star - had grown up in Sac-
ramento and has devoted his 
years in the capital city to 
public service.

In his talk, Johnson listed 
major issues that he said are 
currently facing Sacramen-
to, including where to relo-
cate the Kings’ current Arco 
Arena basketball home; re-
storing the K Street mall as 
a vibrant downtown hub; in-
creasing the powers of the 
mayor; how to handle the 
city’s recent approval of more 

than 30 home building sites 
in Natomas; and how to pro-
vide shelter for Sacramento’s 
homeless.

Johnson said he’s been in-
spired over the years by a 
number of prominent role 
models with whom he’s come 
in contact. Among them have 
been John Wooden, the leg-
endary long-time UCLA 
basketball coach, who recent-
ly turned 99 years of age; the 
late Sen. Ted Kennedy; and 
Supreme Court Justice Clar-
ence !omas. Johnson not-
ed that he’s a Democrat, but 
found !omas’ support of 
charter schools to be inspir-
ing, though !omas is a Re-
publican and a conservative. 
Before he was elected Sacra-
mento’s mayor last year, John-
son founded St. Hope Acad-
emy, which has taken over the 
old Sacramento High public 
school and has improved stu-
dent performance as a non-
profit charter school.

Johnson said Kennedy, 
!omas and Wooden, in dif-
ferent ways, have urged him 
to become part of the com-
munity, to vote, to make a 
di"erence, and eventually to 
give back to the community.

“I learned that you have to 
be open minded to di"erent 
ideas,” he added.

Among current issues now 
facing the city of Sacramen-
to, Johnson gave first place 
to his current proposal, due 
to go before voters next year, 
to replace the current coun-
cil-city manager style of mu-
nicipal management with a 
strong mayor system. !is 
would permit Johnson, as 
mayor, to make many of the 
day-to-day decisions that are 

now made by the city man-
ager.

 “We currently have a pop-
ulation of 470, 000,” he said. 
“In the U.S., cities of that size 
mostly have a strong mayor 
system. It enables the mayor 
to make important decisions 
quickly, and at the same time 
be accountable for them.”

He said new decisions also 
are needed to deal with the 
stagnation along the K Street 
mall, including re-open-
ing the thoroughfare to auto 
tra#c. 

“Sacramento will never be 
a world class city,” he said, “if 
it has a downtown that looks 
as it does now.” He noted that 
one closed store on K Street 
displays a sign that says, “…
Coming Soon”

“!e sign has been there 
four years,” Johnson add-
ed. “It (the new store) is not 
coming.”

He said he is concerned 
that large stores have been 
locating outside Sacramen-
to because there is a lack of 
suitable space near down-
town, such as Ikea, which 
has opened, along with 
several other major com-
panies, in West Sacra-
mento. Stores opening in 
West Sacramento – in Yolo 
County – represent a sub-
stantial tax loss to Sacra-
mento city and county.

The long-pending issue 
of where to build a new 
Sacramento Kings basket-
ball arena also has pro-
found implications, John-
son said. The site should 
be within the city, he add-
ed, “and I do not believe it 
should be at Cal Expo. It 
would not be in the best in-
terests of the city to have it 
there. Instead, the rail yard 

(adjacent to downtown) is 
a real possibility.”

He said that within the 
next three months he will 
present a plan to keep the 
Kings in Sacramento. 

“We do not want to lose 
them,” he said.

Johnson said that plans 
are being finalized to pro-
vide shelter for 150 home-
less persons and to deal with 
the city’s recent granting of 
building permits for more 
than 30 Natomas homes on 
sites that lack adequate flood 
protection.

In the Natomas case, the 
mayor said an audit is need-
ed to see if something illegal 
occurred. “We can’t penalize 

the residents for mistakes the 
city makes,” he said.

At the meeting’s close, 
Renaissance members 
flocked around the mayor, 
mostly to shake his hand. 
Among those who moved 
on to the stage were Phyl-
lis Mills, a Greenhaven-
Pocket area resident who is 
retired dean of the CSUS 
School of Health and Hu-
man Services; and Mel Bis-
gay of East Sacramento, a 
retired aeronautics exec-
utive who has been active 
during recent years as a 
legislative advocate for the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
Both agreed that Johnson 
gave a “great” presentation.

Mayor Johnson gives city update at Sacramento State

Pocket News Photo/Art German
Phylllis Mills, Renaissance Society member and retired dean of the CSUS School of 
Health and Human Services, meets with Mayor Kevin Johnson last month at the 
weekly forum sponsored by the Renaissance Society.
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GET IN THE CALENDAR

Is your club, group, church, school, or 
organization having an upcoming event? 
Let us know. Send information about your 
event—including date, time, location, a 
brief description, cost (if any), and contact 
information—to Calendar, c/o Valley 
Community Newspapers, 2709 Riverside 
Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818, or e-mail 
ryanrose@valcomnews.com. Deadline 
is one week before publication. Priority is 
given to events that are in the community 
and/or of little or no cost. !ere is no 
guarantee that events submitted will appear 
in the calendar. To ensure placement within 
the newspaper, please call 429.9901 to place 
an advertisement.

NOVEMBER

Trip to Spain
Join Norma Petta, Spanish instruc-
tor and tour guide, for a lively discus-
sion on travel to Spain. From the festive 
squares of Madrid to the Sierra Nevada 
foothills and the Mediterranean coast-
line, this journey through Spain show-
cases a landscape as intricate as its his-
tory and people. Immerse yourself in the 
unique culture and traditions of each re-
gion.  Nov.18th at 6:30 pm at Oakmont 

High School, 1710 Cirby Way, Porta-
ble 33 in Roseville  and on Nov. 19th in 
Sacramento location TBA. Call Norma 
at (916) 457-1220 or go to ask_norma@
spaineasy.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Hart Ping Pong Players
We are excited to announce yet another new 
way to have fun and get your heart pumping 
at the Ethel Hart Center: PING PONG!  
Also called table tennis, ping pong is FUN, 
competitive, and strengthens your hand-eye 
coordination.  !is Olympic sport features 
light balls and paddles and is easy to learn.  
Sessions will be held !ursdays from 10:30 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Free.  Register in advance by 
phoning 808-5462.  Ethel Hart Center 915  
27th Street Sacramento 95816.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Looking for candidates
Currently, Todd Migliaccio, a professor 
at California State University, Sacramen-
to (Sacramento State) is conducting a study 
about family and longevity in marriage.  He 
is interested in videotaping interviews with 
couples or individuals who have been mar-
ried for over 30 years.  !e topics will cover 
a range of experiences that are related to re-
lationships, marriage and family over time, 
including dating, love, marriage, kids, as well 

as a host of other experiences couples en-
counter in a marriage.  If you are interested 
in being interviewed at the Ethel Hart Cen-
ter, located at 915  27th Street Sacramen-
to 95816, please feel free to contact Todd at 
tmigliac@csus.edu or (916) 278-7573.

NOVEMBER 5
Latino Dance and Culture Group
Come dance to the beat of all types of Lat-
in music! Featured DJ music and delicious 
Mexican food! Held at the Ethel Hart Com-
munity Center, 915 27th St., from 6:15-
8:45 p.m. Suggested donation: $3. For more 
information, call Barbara Alarcon 400-4514.

NOVEMBER 6
Bake Sale
Asian Community Center 2009 Craft and 
Bake Sale will be from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Friday, Nov. 6, at the ACC Greenhaven 
Terrace, 1180 Corporate Way. Handmade 
crafts, jewelry, garden plants, white elephant 
items, fruit, baked goods, chili and ben-
to will be sold. Proceeds support the pro-
grams and services at ACC Park City, ACC 
Nursing Home and ACC Greenhaven Ter-
race. For more information, contact Khon-
nie Lattasima at (916) 9026 Ext. 325 or vis-
it http://www.accsv.org/ca/index.php.

NOVEMBER 7
Jensen Garden Workday Volunteers
!e Friends of the Jensen Botanical Garden 
hold garden work days one Saturday of every 
month from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. !e next work-
day is Saturday, Nov. 7, 2009. Bring work 
gloves, hand pruners and your lunch. Come 
join with other volunteers to keep the gar-
den beautiful all year. !e next workday in 
2009 is Dec. 5. !e Jensen Garden is located 
at 8520 Fair Oaks Blvd. in Carmichael. For 
more info: Tracy Kerth (916) 485-5322 ex23 
or email tracy@carmichaelpark.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Old City Cemetery tour
Explore some of the diseases of the Gold 
Rush and visit the final resting place of the 
multi-talented physicians who cared for their 
patients on this Saturday morning tour of the 
Sacramento Historic City Cemetery. Led by 
Dr. Bob LaPerriere, this tour will o"er an in-
teresting perspective on Gold Rush histo-
ry. !e tour commences at 10 a.m. from the 
Cemetery’s main gate at Broadway and 10th 
Street. Visitors may park across the street 
from the 10th Street Gate and meet at the 
cemetery entrance. For tour information, 
please call (916) 448-0811. Tours are free, 
though donations for the restoration of the 
cemetery are greatly needed and appreciated.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Holiday Craft Faire
It’s hard to believe, but it’s time to start 
thinking about shopping for those special 
gifts and holiday decorations. Our vendors 
o"er unique gifts and decorations for all 
your holiday needs. If you have items to sell, 
don’t forget to reserve your spot at the hot-
test faire in town! Mission Oaks Communi-
ty Center, 4701 Gibbons Drive, Carmichael, 
CA 95608 (916) 972-0336 or go to morpd.
com. !e event will be from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Admission is free.

NOVEMBER 8
Veterans Day concert
Sacramento Youth Symphony, Premier Or-
chestra will produce a special event, a salute 
to Veterans Concert on Sunday, Novem-
ber 8th, 2009 at 3:00 p.m. at Hiram John-
son High School, 6879 14th Ave. Tickets: 
Veterans and active military will be o"ered 
a ticket for $5 with military ID or uniform. 
Other tickets cost $10-15 dollars. Students 
10 and under free. Call 916-731-5777 for 
ticket information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Chili by the River
!e St. Joseph’s Parish is getting ready to 
hold its first annual Chili Cook-O" and an-
nual harvest craft fair.  !e cook-o", prom-
ising fiery competition and fun, will be 
held on November 8th between 9 am and 
12:30 pm on the lawn of St. Joseph’s Cath-
olic Church, 32890 South River Road in 
Clarksburg. !e harvest craft fair will be 
held simultaneously with the chili cook-o" 
and will feature a wide variety of holiday 
and every day gift items.  !e gift fair will 
continue until 3 p.m. Admission to both 
events is free.  For further information, call 
916-421-9615.

NOVEMBER 9
Geranium Society Meeting
Carmichael Geranium Society Novem-
ber Meeting is Friday November 9, 2009 
at Carmichael Community Clubhouse, 
5750 Grant Avenue, Carmichael. Pro-
gram - Lydia Riebel - Holiday Floral Dec-
orations 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Visitors wel-
come – free. All displays will be raffled at 
end of meeting

NOVEMBER 12
“Hats and Wraps for the Holidays”
Held Nov. 12 at Casa Restaurant (2760 
Sutterville Rd.), the “Hats and Wraps for 
the Holidays” is a special event support-
ing the Sacramento Children’s Home. 
The event presents Carol Culp and Drin 
Welker and Casa’s Mary Weaver, who 

have created hats and wraps that are both 
attractive and functional. Seatings are at 
11:15 a.m. or 1:15 p.m. Tickets are $20. 
Main entries are a Chicken in Filo with 
mixed green salad or a chipotle caesar sal-
ad with chicken. Dessert is chocolate torte 
with raspberry coulis. For more informa-
tion, call 452-2809.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Computer club meeting
!e Mission Oaks Computer Club will 
meet on November 12, from 1-3 p.m. at the 
Mission Oaks Community Center, 4701 
Gibbons Drive, Carmichael, CA.  Microsoft 
rep Je"rey Aziz will provide an introduction 
to Windows 7, Microsoft’s next Windows 
operating system.  A problem-solving clin-
ic, led by Adam Lacey of Applications, Etc, 
will follow the meeting.  First-time visitors 
are welcome.  For additional information 
call (916) 366-1687 or visit our Web site at 
www.missionoakscomputerclub.org.  

NOVEMBER 13
Jewelry Sale
The Senior Center at Sierra 2 and Cure 
Arthritis Now host the first annual jew-
elry sale on Friday, November 13, from 
11 to 2 pm at Sierra 2 (2791 24th St). 
We are asking for community support to 
make this event a success. Help by donat-
ing costume or other jewelry to the sale. 
(We accept broken bits and beads for sale 
to crafters.) Apply to participate as a jew-
elry vendor at this event. Questions? Call 
the Senior Center at 455 6339 or Cure 
Arthritis Now at 208 8700. Looking for-
ward to seeing you at the event!

NOVEMBER 14
E-waste recycle day
Bring your old computers, TVs and oth-
er e-waste and the Boy Scouts and Califor-
nia Electronic Asset Recovery (CEAR) will 
recycle it safely. And all for free. !e event 
is happening Saturday, Nov. 14, from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at St. Mel’s Catholic Church, 4745 
Pennsylvania Ave., Fair Oaks, (near corner 
of Sunrise Blvd. and Sunset Ave.). Ques-
tions? Want to arrange a pick-up (if you’ve 
got big items or you’re a business)? Contact 
ponyexpress@surewest.net.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fe Galley art reception
Kris A Johnson will be the guest artist for 
November. She will join Mental Artist Ste-
phen Lyman and Fused Glass Artist Shee-
na Wolfe for our November 14 Second 
Saturday reception from 5-9 p.m. !ere 
will be an art demonstration at 7:30 p.m. 
Fe Gallery is located at 1100 65th Street 
(north of Folsom Blvd., corner of 65th 
and Elvas), East Sacramento. For more in-
formation about the artists and the gal-
lery visit www.FeGallery.com or call, (916) 
456-4455. Daytime gallery hours are cur-
rently from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and Saturday 10 a.m. to 
noon.  !e current show will run through-
out November.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Indian Classical fusion
!e Sacramento City College Music Depart-
ment will present the Nada Brahma Music 
Ensemble in an evening of Indian Classical 
Fusion improvisation on the following eve-
ning in Sacramento: 8 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
14, Sacramento Yoga Center, Room 6 in the 
Sierra 2 Center, 2791 24th St. Admission 
for each evening is $5-$20 (sliding scale). For 
more information, contact Rob Knable, SCC 
Music Department Chair at 558-2515.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

See more Calendar, page 29
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NOVEMBER 14
Holiday Boutique
Parkside’s annual Holiday Boutique will be 
held on Saturday, November 14 from 9-
4pm and Sunday, November 15 from 11:30 
a.m.-2 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Unique 
hand-crafted gift items will be available for 
purchase including ceramics, hand-turned 
wooden items, soaps, hand-crocheted baby 

blankets, jewelry, ribbon bows and wreaths 
and Parkside’s very own cookbook. Parkside 
Community Church is located at 5700 S. 
Land Park Dr. at the corner of 35th Avenue 
and S. Land Park Drive in Sacramento.  For 
more information, please call 916-421-0492 
or visit www.parksideucc.org.

NOVEMBER 14-15
Sale and fashion show
Sacramento Center for Textile Arts’ annual Sale 
and Fashion Show will be November 14-15 at the 
Shepard Garden & Arts Center, 3330 McKinley 

Blvd. Fashion show is Nov. 14 at 10 a.m. Sale is 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, contact Vera 
Latimer at v.latimer@comcast.net.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Alternative Christmas Market
Choose from a selection of Benevolence Gifts 
from several local and international chari-
ties. Handcrafted gifts by native artisans from 
!ird World Countries will be sold. Fre-
mont Presbyterian Church, 5770 Carlson Dr. 
Sacramento.9:30a.m. to 1:00p.m.Free admission. 
(916) 452-7132. Visit www.fremontpres.org.

Calendar
Continued from page 28

See more Calendar, page 30
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NOVEMBER 17
Memory screenings
Primrose Living with Memory Loss to hold 
free memory screenings as national event stress-
es importance of proper detection. Individu-
als concerned about memory problems can take 
advantage of free screenings as part of National 
Memory Screening Day, a national initiative of 
the Alzheimer’s Foundation of America (AFA) 
to promote proper detection of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and related illnesses, and successful aging. 
Event held Tuesday, Nov. 17, from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at Primrose, 7707 Rush River Dr. For 
more information, call 392-3510.

NOVEMBER 18
At Blue Moon Gallery
!e gallery is holding a special event: “Of 
Travelers, Cats & Kings,” works for Harpsi-
chord performed by Alex Ives. !e event is 
Wednesday, November 18, 7:30 p.m. Dona-
tions to benefit CSUS Baroque Ensemble, 
2353 Albatross Way. For more information, 
call 920-2444.

Calendar
Continued from page 29
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