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New look for www.valcomnews.com
The Valley Community Newspaper, Inc. 

Web site, www.valcomnews.com, has received 
a massive makeover, providing for a new and 
interactive experience when searching for 
your local news or downloading your favor-

ite community newspapers: the Arden-Car-
michael News, the East Sacramento News, 
The Land Park News, The Pocket News, The 
Valley Shopper quarterly publication and the 
California Kids! monthly magazine.
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Easy to see and use.New!
Introducing the NEW Doro PhoneEasy® 345 >>

Consumer Cellular is proud to be the exclusive provider of the Doro PhoneEasy.
We also offer a complete line of full-featured phones from Motorola and Nokia,
along with our simple, affordable plans on a nationwide network.

*Requires new service activation on approved credit and $35 activation fee. Retail buyers pay $35 activation fee upon purchase of phone. Phone price after instant rebate applied at time 
of purchase. Certain models are free beyond activation fee. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. Phones are limited to stock on hand. Terms and 
Conditions subject to change. †If you’re not satisfied within 30 days or 30 minutes of usage, whichever comes first, cancel and pay nothing, no questions asked.

Call   1.888.206.6554  Online    www.ConsumerCellular.com/Sears

Consumer Cellular plans!

money-back guarantee†.

N O  C O N T R A C T S

S I M P L E  P L A N S

G U A R A N T E E D

PLAN NAME MONTHLY FEE PLAN MINUTES ADD’L TIME/MIN
Anywhere Casual $10 N/A 25¢
Anywhere 250 $20 250 25¢
Anywhere 500 $30 500 25¢
Anywhere 1000 $40 1,000 25¢
Anywhere 1500 $50 1,500 25¢
Anywhere 2000 $60 2,000 10¢

RATE PLANS

ADD A LINE FOR $10/mo AND SHARE YOUR PLAN MINUTES!

LOCATION NEAR YOU!

ALSO AVAILABLE AT A

EXCLUSIVE PROVIDER!
Doro PhoneEasy

Doro PhoneEasy 
345GSM

$40
Phone*and
FREE Shipping

Motorola
W259

FREE
Phone*and
FREE Shipping

Motorola
EM 330

$40
Phone*and
FREE Shipping

AARP® members,
ask for your special 
discount when
starting new service!

13923CNC_Ad_9.83X6ValleyCommunityNews   1 11/4/09   1:38 PM
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Caring for a loved one?
Need a Break?

Call Today!
392-3510

www.PrimroseAlz.com
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7 707  Rush  R ive r  Dr ive  |  www.  P r imroseAlz . com

I-5 Pocket Road exit

Let us take care of your family member in 
our Specialized Senior Day Club Program
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By SUSAN LAIRD
Pocket News Writer
susan@valcomnews.com

 
During the post-Civil War 

years, right up to the turn of 
the last century, Sacramento 
was an ambitious player in the 
so-called “Gilded Age.”

This was the American era 
of common men “making it” 
large in the fields of coal, oil, 
railroads, hotels, gold, indus-
try and commerce. Names 
such as Vanderbilt, Rocke-
feller and Carnegie were na-
tionally known – as were the 
California names of Stan-
ford, Hopkins and Crock-
er, to name a few. The era was 
dubbed “The Gilded Age” by 
Mark Twain as a pejorative: to 
gild something is to put gold 
over a baser metal. It is less 
worthy than something that 
is completely gold – a “Gold-
en Age.”

Sacramento in the ‘Gilded Age’

‘Treasures, Curiosities & Secrets’ tells stories of the Crockers

Photo courtesy of the California History Section,  
California State Library

Aimee Crocker was known for her flamboyant lifestyle 
and sense of high fashion. Seen here in this photo circa 
1901-1902, she shocked the nation with her scandal-
ous Far Eastern travels, tattoos and multiple marriages.

Nonetheless, these were fas-
cinating times. Those families 
who grew to possess tremen-
dous influence were called 
“robber barons” by some, ad-
mired and envied by others. 
This group also possessed a 
sense of “noblesse oblige” – 
a belief fostered by Andrew 
Carnegie that the wealthy 
should develop philanthropies 
to benefit society at large.

The Crockers in Sacra-
mento were classic leaders 
of their age. In a new exhib-
it opening on Nov. 6, visitors 
to the Crocker Art Museum 
will have the opportunity to 
glimpse into the rarified at-
mosphere in which these peo-
ple lived. 

“Treasures, Curiosities & 
Secrets: The Crockers and 
the Gilded Age” will bring the 
unique Crocker family stories 
to light. 

More than 75 objects will 
be on display to tell the sto-
ry of California’s premier ear-
ly art patrons, Edwin Bryant 
and Margaret Crocker, and 
the era in which they lived. 
The exhibit also encompass-
es the lives and mementos of 
their children, including the 
notorious Aimée Crocker, 
who became an international 
social success, receiving wide-
spread press for her dramat-
ic costumes, travels to the Far 
East, extensive tattoos and 
five controversial marriages, 
twice to Russian nobility. 

Edwin Bryant and Marga-
ret Crocker settled in Sacra-
mento in 1852 and worked 
as merchants until Edwin 
was appointed to the Califor-
nia Supreme Court in 1863. 
Seven months later, Edwin 
left the bench to serve as legal 
counsel for the Central Pacific 
Railroad Company, which ul-
timately made him a million-
aire. 

With their newfound 
wealth, the Crockers became 
deeply concerned with bring-
ing culture to California. A 
paralytic stoke in June 1869 
forced Edwin to retire but al-
lowed him and his family to 
pursue other interests, includ-
ing commissioning an art gal-
lery building and embarking 
on a Grand Tour to Europe. 
Overseas for the next three 
years, the Crockers purchased 
more than 700 paintings and 
1,300 drawings that became 
the core of their museum. 

Following their re-
turn, Edwin and Mar-
garet actively commis-
sioned new works by 
California artists. 

The museum is an 
appropriate venue to 
tell the lesser-known 
stories and showcase 
the family’s breath-
taking jewelry, dra-
matic gowns, china, 
furniture, personal 
letters, paintings and 
photographs. It is a 
story of philanthro-
py, eccentricity and 
high style. 

The family’s opulent 
gallery building, com-
pleted in 1872, show-
cased their collection 
and allowed them to 
entertain splendid-
ly in a world in which 
social duty was com-
bined with breathtaking dis-
play of the finest jewelry, 
fashions, personal memen-
tos, furnishings and silver. 
Today, the gallery building 
is considered one of the fin-
est examples of Victorian 
Italianate architecture in the 
United States. 

In May 1885, Margaret 
Crocker presented the art gal-
lery building, the grounds and 
the E. B. Crocker Collection 
“in trust for the public” to the 
public-private partnership of 
the City of Sacramento and 
the California Museum Asso-
ciation, now the Crocker Art 
Museum Association. 

The Crocker Art Muse-
um was founded in 1885 and 
continues as the leading art 
institution for the California 
Capital Region and Central 
Valley. 

“With the expansion near-
ing completion, the Muse-
um is preparing to enter a 
new era in its history,” said 
Scott A. Shields, associate 
director and chief curator. 
“The Crocker will also cele-
brate its 125th anniversary 
in 2010. At this pivotal time, 
it seemed appropriate to look 
at our history and the Crock-
er family’s legacy in Sacra-
mento.” 

“Treasures, Curiosities & 
Secrets: The Crockers and 
the Gilded Age” runs through 
May 9, 2010. The Crocker 
Art Museum is located at 216 
O Street in downtown Sac-
ramento. Admission is $6 for 
adults, $4 for seniors 65 and 
better, $3 for students with a 
valid ID and free for children 
ages six and under. Thanks to 
a generous grant from Bank 
of America, admission is free 
on Sundays from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. 

Museum hours are 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Sunday, with extended hours 
on first and third Thursdays 
until 9 p.m. 

For more information about 
the Crocker, call (916) 808-
7000 or visit www.crockerar-
tmuseum.org. 
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Special to The Pocket News

Among the several Christmas toy drives in 
the Sacramento Region, Toys for the Troops’ 
Kids is unique and special. The children who 
receive our toy donations are also unique and 
special; they are the children of American mil-
itary personnel who are deployed away from 
home at Christmastime or whose military 
parent has been killed in action since the Sept. 
11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

The forces behind Toys for the Troops’ Kids, 
Inc. know that these families suffer emotion-
al, and sometimes financial, hardship because 
Dad or Mom is not at home. In their 2008 ef-
fort, they shipped 15,000 toys to the families 
of 18 military commands in California and 
Nevada. Children of deployed members of the 
Air Force, Army, Marine and Naval bases, and 
deployed National Guard units received sev-
eral toys each.

Their goal in the 2009 effort is to increase 
distributions by collecting 20,000 toys.

We will have many “satellite” collection 
points, thanks to the great support of the 
Sacramento community and region, and its 
wonderful people who make Toys for the 
Troops’ Kids a success. Their main donation 
sites will operate 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. from Dec. 
5 to Dec. 22, 2009, at Sunrise Festival Shop-
ping Center (located at Greenback Lane and 
Sunrise Boulevard in Citrus Heights) and 
Lake Crest Village Shopping Center (locat-
ed at Florin Road and Greenhaven Drive in 
Sacramento).

For more information or to make a tax-de-
ductible donation, please call (916) 974-8387 
or visit www.toysforthetroopskids.org (Tax 
ID #43-2058781).

To volunteer at one of their major donation 
sites, contact Bret Daniels at (916) 870-7199 
or bret_d99@yahoo.com.

Toys for the Troops’ Kids 2009

Special toy drive supports local 
military families and children

Photo courtesy the U.S. Army
The goal behind Toys for the Troops’ Kids is to deliver gifts to the families of 18 military commands in California and Nevada.

Library: Building a new 
collection of knowledge
Special to The Pocket News

The excitement is growing in the Pocket-Greenhaven 
area as the community watches the Robbie Waters Pock-
et-Greenhaven Library grow from foundation, to girders, 
to walls and roof. Yet, it is just a building until it is filled 
with furniture, computers, people, and, of course, books, 
magazines, music, audio books and DVDs.

How does a new library build a collection? While a new 
library needs plenty of just-published materials, a great 
library also needs classic literature, non-fiction books for 
every age group, materials to interest teens, and picture 
books and children’s fiction that are beloved. While print 
materials make up the bulk of the collection, libraries also 
offer DVDs, audio books, and music CDs.

Building the branch
Because creating a new collection that “fits” a new li-

brary branch is a Herculean task, libraries rely on the 
assistance of carefully chosen vendors that specialize in 
supplying materials to libraries.

Sacramento Public Library staff has been authorized to 
work with two major vendors to build this collection for the 
future library branch. Baker and Taylor, in business with li-
braries for more than 150 years, will partner in developing the 
print collection, while Midwest Tape, a media supplier to li-
braries, will provide the music CDs, audio books and DVDs.  

More than $1.2 million has been allocated for purchasing 
more than 45,000 titles (books, magazines, newspapers, audio 
books, CDs, etc.) for the Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven 
Library. While that sounds like many titles, it is only a fraction 
of the hundreds of thousands of titles available for purchase 
at any time. The challenge is not just buying 45,000 titles, but 
buying the right titles and having most of them available when 
the new library opens to the public. This requires staff to ask if 
it is enough that a particular title is available to patrons of the 
new branch through the library’s holds process, or if the title is 
one that should “live” at this branch. It is not an exact science, 
but knowing the Sacramento Public Library’s collection is an 
important part of building the collection of the Robbie Wa-
ters Pocket-Greenhaven Library.

Each title has to be chosen, purchased, cataloged and la-
beled. The Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Library is 
also planning to take advantage of new timesaving library 
technology – Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) as 
part of the labeling of its materials. Each item will carry a 
chip that allows a patron to check out a stack of books all 
at once without having to scan each one individually, and 
makes check-in easier for library staff, getting materials back 
to the shelf much more quickly. The chip also holds the se-
curity needed to set off an alarm if the item is removed from 
the building without being checked out and tells the library’s 
inventory system what is being borrowed.

As all of these steps are completed, the vendor stores 
the materials until just a few weeks before opening day. 
When furnishings and shelving are ready, the materials are 
trucked to the new library and vendor and library staff un-
box. Crews will sort and shelve the items in their appro-
priate locations depending on genre or category. This is a 
time when the library may be calling for volunteers to open 
and unpack boxes, shelve materials, and break down emp-
ty boxes. It really does take a village.

Come to the grand opening next summer and come back 
regularly after that to enjoy the new library space, programs, 
computers, reading and study areas, and, of course, all of 
those wonderful new library materials.
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Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

4050 Walnut Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

Aegis of Carmichael

aSSiSted living/memory care

(916) 972-1313
Lic #347001686

www.aegisliving.com

We’re the people who 
make life better.

Residential Care Facility
for the Elderly now accepting 

applications for residents.
Let us care for your loved ones.

Woods Retreat

elderly care

Owner-operated (916) 421-5845

State Lic #340306720

A retirement COmmunity

(916) 427-1133
Spacious One Bedrooms
Full Kitchens and Patios

Starting at $1,395
Equal Housing Opportunity

Lic# 347001396

Merrill Gardens
at greenhaven

A one of a kind retirement community

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

heLp At hOme

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

yOur SerViCeS Are neeDeD
CALL melissa tODAy
tO pLACe yOur  AD 

(916) 429-9901

DOCument prep SerViCeS

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

10% off SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

five Star Skilled nurSing

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News Writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Sacramento was certainly a much 
different place in the late 19th centu-
ry, as the city’s number of commercial 
dairies was about equal to the num-
ber of carpenters and builders and the 
number of restaurants.

With this information in mind, it 
should not be surprising to discover 
that the even more rural Pocket area, 
which at the time was just seven miles 
south of city limits, also included its 
own commercial dairy, known as the 
Grangers Dairy.

Furthermore, considering the Pock-
et’s rich Portuguese roots, which were 
planted back around the days of the 
Gold Rush, it should also not be sur-
prising to learn that this dairy was 
a Portuguese-owned and operated 
business.

The Portuguese family who owned 
this very successful business for 44 
years was the Seamas family.

The Seamas connection
Many local residents are familiar 

with the name Seamas, since upon a 
recommendation from Portuguese 
members of the community, the city 
named a Pocket area street, Seamas 
Avenue. The street was given its name 
as a tribute to Emanuel “Babe” Seamas, 
the last owner of the dairy.

Although Seamas Avenue, Grang-
ers Dairy Drive, just to the west of the 

Elks Lodge No. 6 building at 6446 
Riverside Blvd., and a housing de-
velopment in the north Pocket area, 
called Grangers Dairy, are the lone 
physical reminders of the dairy’s exis-
tence in the area, in its day, the dairy 
was a very noticeable part of the com-
munity.

The road to the creation of Grang-
ers Dairy began with the emigration 
of Manuel Simas Sebastiao to Amer-
ica. Manuel’s name was later changed 
to Manuel Seamas.

At the age of 17, Manuel, a native 
of Pico Island in the Azores islands 
of Portugal, traveled for a month on a 
ship, which arrived in Boston in Au-
gust 1865.

Soon finding employment in the 
New England area, Manuel initial-
ly worked for $7 per month before 
having his pay increased to $15 per 
month just three months later.

Determined to make his way to Cal-
ifornia, Manuel, while working a lat-
er job on a whaling ship, abandoned 
his position on the ship and boarded 
a steamer in Panama that was routed 
for the Golden State.

Manuel, who worked on the steam-
er in exchange for his stay on the ship, 
arrived in San Francisco in 1868.

Although Manuel desired to head 
to Sacramento, he was met with the 
dilemma of not having $5 for the fare 
to board a Sacramento-bound vessel.

Fortunately for Manuel, he en-
countered one of his friends from his 
homeland, who assisted him in hiding 

in a trunk on a boat headed to Sacra-
mento.

Manuel eventually found work in 
West Sacramento as a harvester, but 
his time there was met with a trag-
ic experience as he cut off one of his 
fingers, spent two weeks in a hospital 
and later caught malaria.

With plans to return to his employ-
ment as a whaler, Manuel was instead 

convinced to become a miner in Pilot 
Hill in El Dorado County.

Moving from Pilot Hill to Sierra City, 
near Truckee, in Sierra County about 
three years later, Manuel spent two 
more years mining for $50 per month.

Manuel’s decision to stay in Cali-
fornia resulted in his marriage to the 

Know your neighbor

Pocket’s Grangers Dairy is story of local pioneers 

Photo courtesy of PHCS
The Seamas Dairy cattle had plenty of room to roam, as shown in this c. 1930s photograph.

See Dairy, page 9
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Azorean-born Roselina Silvei-
ra. The couple was married at 
St. Rose’s Church at 7th and K 
streets on Oct. 28, 1877.

Away to the Pocket
Initially living together in 

Sierra County, Manuel and 
Roselina moved to the Pock-
et area in 1878.

In 1896, Manuel estab-
lished his dairy and had a 
house built for his family on 
the old Riverside Road – now 
Riverside Boulevard.

Since the location of the 
historic road was slightly al-
tered as a result of later de-
velopment, the former loca-
tion of the road ran in front 
of the Seamas’ ornate Victo-
rian house, which was located 
at the postal address of Route 
8, Box 925 in the approx-
imate location of the Elks 
lodge building.

Manuel, who with his wife 
had four children – Babe, 
Anna, Leonora and Mae – 
operated his dairy for about 
21 years.

During the early years of 
the 27.7-acre Grangers Dairy, 
milk was delivered to custom-
ers in the Land Park area via 
Manuel’s horse-drawn de-
livery wagon, which read on 
its sides, Grangers Dairy, M. 
Semas. The name “Seamas” 
was intentionally misspelled 
“Semas” in hopes that non-
Portuguese people would 
phonetically pronounce the 
name accurately.

Manuel delivered to the 
nearby Land Park area, since 
most people living in the 
Pocket at the time did not 
have a need for such deliver-
ies, as residents of the Pock-
et generally owned their own 
milking cows.

The dairy experienced a 
substantial setback in the win-
ter of 1904, when a large flood 
washed through the dairy and 
other parts of the Pocket. The 
dairy recovered from the inci-
dent, however, and continued 
its operation.

With his father’s retirement 
from the dairy at the age of 
70, Babe began operating the 
business in 1917.

Twenty-three years later, 
Babe decided to retire from 
the business himself and sold 
the dairy to the Crystal Cream 
and Butter Co.

The dairy’s property and 
house, however, stayed in the 

Seamas family for many years 
thereafter.

Although few details are 
known regarding the daily op-
erations of the dairy, several 
photos on file with the Portu-
guese Historical and Cultural 
Society present a valuable visu-
al representation of the dairy.

Among these photos, which 
range in age from the early 
1900s to the 1930s, are pho-
tos of Manuel, Roselina, Babe 
and Anna Seamas, the family’s 
Victorian house and the dairy’s 
cattle, barns and milk prepara-
tion and bottling house.

During an interview conduct-
ed by Pocket historian Dolo-
res (Silva) Greenslate with the 
now-late Clarence Nevis in the 
early 1980s, Nevis, who was a 
neighbor of the Seamases, in-
dicated that he believed that 
the milk preparation and bot-
tling house may have been sen-
timentally constructed in the 
likeness of Manuel’s former 
Azorean home.

Being that the structure 
was made of stone, it served 
as an ideal place for keeping 
the milk cool.

In the background of the 
only photograph of the prep-
aration and bottling house, 
a small road separating this 
building from the barns can 
be seen.

Although it is not evident 
in the photograph, this road, 
Greenslate explained, led di-
rectly to Riverside Road, thus 
providing a simple beginning 
for the milk deliveries.

Although she never visit-
ed the dairy, Greenslate, who 
grew up in the Pocket, said 
that she remembers seeing 
the dairy from Riverside Road 
and added that the Seamas 
house was the most impres-
sive house in the Pocket.

“Nothing compared to that 
house in the Pocket,” Greens-
late said. “It was just a beauti-
ful place and a pleasant sight 
along Riverside Road.”

Greenslate added that al-
though she remembers seeing 
the Seamas family at Portu-
guese gatherings at the Por-
tuguese hall, the family gen-
erally mingled with a more 
affluent crowd.

“(The Seamases) most-
ly socialized with the people 
who were more wealthy like 
in those pictures there (of so-
cial gatherings at their home),” 
Greenslate said. “I don’t rec-
ognize any of those people 
(in the photographs). Those 
were business people or others 
who were more in the wealthy 
group. I do remember talking 
to Babe Seamas and his wife 
and my mother and Babe were 
good friends. He was a very 
nice and pleasant man.”

What remains of Grangers 
Dairy

With nearly 70 years removed 
from the closure of the Grang-
ers Dairy, the only artifact in the 
city’s archives from the dairy is 
a half-pint milk bottle with a 
chipped neck that was donated 
by Nevis on Oct. 2, 1982.

Despite the absence of many 
artifacts and landmarks iden-
tifying the old dairy, Greens-
late said that she has plenty of 
memories and pride regard-
ing the Seamas family and 
their house and dairy.

“The Grangers Dairy is a 
part of history that I will nev-
er forget, because it was an 
early day Pocket business and 
because of the grandeur of 
that house,” Greenslate said. 
“Other than the brickyard 
(that was located near today’s 
Greenhaven Lake), the dairy 

was the most recognizable 
business in the Pocket. The 
Seamas family was also mem-
orable in that they were social-
ly inclined and that they could 
afford big parties. We weren’t 

envious of them though. We 
were proud of them as repre-
sentatives of the Azores that 
they were able to come here 
(to America) and become so 
successful.”

Photo courtesy of PHCS
Manuel and Roselina Seamas are shown together on the Seamas ranch during 
Manuel’s 90th birthday gathering on Oct. 9, 1937.

Dairy: ‘The Grangers Dairy is a part of history’
Continued from page 8
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By SUSAN LAIRD
Pocket News Writer
susan@valcomnews.com

The course of true love never did 
run smooth…and the characters in 
Sacramento Opera’s first offering 
of the 2009-10 season prove the 
point in “ The Elixir of Love.”

This comedic opera, written by 
Gaetano Donizetti with libret-
to by Felice Romani, is an evening 
of happy escapism at its best. This 
Sacramento Opera production is 
sung in Italian with projected Eng-
lish supertitles. 

First performed in 1832 at the 
Teatro dell Canobbiana in Milan, 
Italy, “ The Elixir of Love” (“L’elisir 
d’amore”) tells a timeless tale of 
love’s longing and the lengths men 
will go to obtain the objects of 
their affections. It’s a tale of rags-
to-riches, with a snake oil sales-
man thrown in to provide the cat-
alyst that may – or may not – help 
everything to work out. 

Nemorino is a poor peasant, 
who falls in love with a beautiful 
landowner, Adina. Their worlds 
couldn’t be more different. Nemo-
rino fosters hope that a romance 
could work out. Enter the quack 
salesman, Dulcamara, peddling a 
product that he swears will “cure 
what ails ya.” Nemorino asks the 

peddler (whose name, translated, 
means “bittersweet”) if the elixir 
can work as a love potion…and the 
plot thickens from then on. 

The running joke throughout the 
opera is that the “elixir” is simply a 
bottle of wine. And wine can loose 
men and women from reality. 

“ The Elixir of Love” is one of 
Donizetti’s most performed works, 
and is listed as number 20 on OP-
ERA America’s list of the top 20 
operas performed in North Amer-
ica. It was last performed in Sacra-
mento in 1989, and the directors 
of the opera felt it was time for 
a comeback, according to Timm 
Rolek, artistic director and con-
ductor of Sacramento Opera. 

Originally set in Europe’s Basque 
countryside, the Sacramento Op-
era production is set in post WWII 
Northern California. 

“ The setting was predetermined 
by Keith Brumley, the designer of 
this production that we are rent-
ing from the Lyric Opera of Kan-
sas City,” Rolek said. “He set it 
in the 1940s after the war, and it 
looks like it could be set in North-
ern California wine country in the 
1940s so we are moving it to our 
region. There is also a rich heritage 
of Italian Americans in the wine in-

Sacramento Opera opens 
season with flights of fancy 
in ‘The Elixir of Love’

Photo courtesy of Lyric Opera of Kansas City
Is it the love potion, or simply the wine that is talking? Sacramento Opera opens the 2009-2010 sea-
son with Gaetano Donizetti’s comic work, “The Elixir of Love” at the Sacramento Community Center 
Theater on Nov. 20, 22 and 24.

Sac Opera, page 11
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dustry here from that peri-
od, so it made perfect sense 
to make the move.” 

Over the past two centu-
ries, critics have pondered 
the central message of this 
opera: is it a commentary 
on escapism, on flights of 
fancy? Or is it simply a sim-
ple story well told? Rolek 
has his own thoughts on 
the plot and the timeless-
ness of the characters. 

“It’s a charming comedy 
about a shy boy looking for 
the courage to bear his soul 
to the girl of his dreams, 
but my favorite character 
is Dulcamara, the travel-
ing snake oil salesman,” he 
said. “ This type of charac-
ter is timeless - even in our 
day where we find them 
doing infomercials for the 
latest must-have gadgets 
that end up in our junk 
drawers (‘But wait, there’s 
more!’). Their sales tech-
nique is the same no mat-
ter what they are hawk-
ing, and I find these people 
very funny.” 

Soprano Katrina Thur-
man will perform the role 
of Adina. She is noted for 
her “silvery, floating sopra-
no” (Bonn General-Anzei-
ger), her magnetic, fiery per-
formances and her infallible 

comic timing. Ten-
or Dinyar Vania 
will portray Nemo-
rino. Baritone Igor 
Vieira, who hails 
from Rio de Janei-
ro, Brazil, will per-
form the role of 
Dulcamara. 

“The Elixir of 
Love” will run for 
three performanc-
es: Friday, Nov. 20 
at 8 p.m., Sunday, 
Nov. 22 at 2 p.m. 
and Tuesday, Nov. 
24 at 7:30 p.m. 
The Sacramento 
Community Cen-
ter Theater is locat-
ed at 1301 L Street 
in Sacramento. Ad-
mission is $18 to 
$130. For tick-
ets, call (916) 808-
5181, visit the box 
office at the theater 
or visit www.tick-
ets.com. For more informa-
tion, visit www.sacopera.org 

“The Elixir of Love” will run for three performances: Friday, 
Nov. 20 at 8 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 22 at 2 p.m. and Tuesday, 
Nov. 24 at 7:30 p.m. The Sacramento Community Center 
Theater is located at 1301 L Street in Sacramento. Admis-
sion is $18 to $130. For tickets, call (916) 808-5181, visit 
the box office at the theater or visit www.tickets.com.

Sac Opera: ‘Elixir of Love’ runs to Nov. 24
Continued from page 10

Special to The Pocket News

A shipwreck, a cross-
dressing young wom-
an, mistaken identities 
and mis-matched lov-
ers – that’s just the start 
of Shakespeare’s Twelfth 
Night, playing at Sac-
ramento State’s Play-
wrights’ Theatre Nov. 
18-22.

Directed by Professor 
Michelle Felten, the Sac 
State staging boasts 15 
actors, including Profes-
sor Richard Bay as the sea 
captain. Bay is also respon-
sible for the Old Globe in-
spired set design.

The plot can get a little 
complicated. Twins Vio-
la and Sebastian are sepa-
rated when their ship cap-
sizes. Viola washes ashore, 
disguises herself as a boy/
servant named Cessa-
rio and takes a position 
with Duke Orsino’s court. 
Meanwhile, Lady Olivia is 
courted by the duke and 
a few more, but only has 
eyes for Cesario/Viola. 
There’s also a plot to em-
barrass Malvolio, Olivia’s 
steward, and when Sebas-
tian returns on the scene 

he’s mistaken for Viola-as-
Cessario.

Twelfth Night lends it-
self well to the more in-
timate Playwrights’ The-
atre, Felten says, since 
there are usually just two 
or four characters engaged 
at any one time. “ This is 
my favorite kind of space 
to work in, as it brings the 
audience right into the ac-
tion of the play.”

Felten says she enjoys 
the play because, while 
it is a comedy, there’s so 
much more than humor 
involved in the story. “Yes, 
there is foolishness, gen-
der confusion and mis-
taken identity,” she says. 
“But there is also beau-
tiful music, romance and 
moments of genuine pa-
thos.”

Performances are at 8 
p.m., Nov. 12-14 and 20-
21; 2 p.m., Nov. 15 and 22; 
and 6:30 p.m., Nov. 18-19. 
Tickets for the 6:30 p.m. 
performances are $8 gen-
eral admission and $5 for 
children under 12. All oth-
er performances are $12 
general admission, $10 for 
students and seniors and 
$8 for children.

Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth Night’ 
sails into Sac State

Photo courtesy of Claire McAdams
Katrina Thurman will sing the lead role of Adina 
in Sacramento Opera’s production of “The Elixir of 
Love” at the Sacramento Community Center Theater 
on Nov. 20, 22 and 24.

or join the Sacramento Op-
era on Facebook and Twit-
ter.
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Faces and places

Holiday Craft 
and Gift Show

The Sacramento Emblem Club held their an-
nual Holiday Craft and Gift Show Nov. 14 at 
the Sacramento No. 6 Elks Lodge, 6446 River-
side Blvd. The event hosted unique gifts, one-
of-a-kind crafts and delicious cuisine. For more 
information on the Sacramento Emblem Club, 
call (916) 686-0347.

Photos by Pocket News photographer Stephen 
Crowley.
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Do you have a story? 
Tell it to us. 
Call Ryan Rose at 916-429-9901
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WONDERFUL BOX COLONIAL
This fabulous home features fresh paint in & out, new 
carpet, new linoleum, new light fixtures, & newly 
refinished entry & staircase. The .25 ac lot is almost 
all in the backyard & features new sod, mowing 
strips, gardens & drip system. See www.3912Bartley.
com $499,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

AMAZING REMODEL
1 story home w/3 car garage & gorgeous built in pool & 
patio. Large side yard. Stunning laminate wood floors. 
Newer roof. Living & fam. rooms w/ fireplaces. Fabulous 
remodel kit w/ granite, stainless appliances, pantry & more. 
Fabulous remodeled baths. New carpet. throughout. See 
www.7473HighwindWay.2CMyHome.com $295,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

4215 Freeport Blvd.

454-5753

SOUTH LAND PARK
Quality So.Land Park home in quiet neighborhood. Well cared for 
by long time owner. Walking distance to neighborhood school. 
Tiled central entry, living room & family room overlooking patio 
& yard. Refinished hardwood floors, dual pane windows & doors 
throughout, plantation shutters, newer roof, dishwasher, water heater 
& HVAC. Master suite w/sliding glass door to patio. 2 car garage 
w/auto opener.  See www.1388SanClementeWay.com $319,000

ELAINE OWENS 747-8479

Visit Our Web Site: www.windermeredunnigan.com

PENDING!

BACKS TO SACRAMENTO RIVER
Quality Harris built home in quiet, highly desired location. 
4 bedroom single story w/ remote bedroom. Dual pane win-
dows, large peaceful private yard. Sale includes two parcels 
(.47acres for both parcels). Some neighbors built boat docks 
within the last few yrs on the levy parcel. Buyer to consult 
w/ city re permit process & availability. Rare opportunity to 
own on river.  See www.715ClipperWay.com $349,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

BEAUTIFUL REMODEL
New granite kitchen, new master bath, new roof, new cen-
tral heat & air, new plumbing & electrical, new low energy 
dual pane windows, new inside laundry w/new washer & 
dryer, new Rinnai tankless H2O heater, refinished hardwood 
floors, Garage has new sheetrock & new electric sub-panel. 
New paint. & landscaping. See www.3708DowneyWay.
com $369,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

SQUEAKY WILLIAMS BUILT
Country living in the City! This home is surrounded with tall trees in 
one of Land Park's most sought after neighborhoods. Three bed two bath 
home loaded w/charm. Featuring a bay window, leaded glass, random 
plank floors, tongue-and-groove entry ceiling, redwood fireplace wall 
and book shelves. 2nd fireplace w/insert in family room, opening to 
large yard & pool. Needs some TLC to make it your dream home! See 
www.1551ParkmeadWay.epropertysites.com $579,000

ELAINE OWENS 747-8479

BRENTWOOD VILLAGE
Brentwood Village Classic 50's ranch. One of Sacra-
mento’s best kept secrets Immaculately maintained 
area. Walk to elem school. New roof, central heat/air, 
hardwood floors, updated bathrooms. Includes: master 
suite, spacious kitchen and large living room, hard-
wood floors. See www.WindermereDunnigan.com 
$225,000

DAWN O’CONNOR-ROWE 799-4835

LOCATION, LOCATION!
This custom one story home is located in the desirable 
Didion School boundary. Walk or jog along the river. Spa-
cious rooms thru out. Open kitchen w/gas cook top, Bosch 
dishwasher, breakfast bar, breakfast area 14x10 with French 
doors to backyard. Separate formal dining area 1, inviting 
great room w/ skylights and brick fireplace opens to deck and 
lush backyard. See www.7065WarblerWay.com $389,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

CURTIS PARK TUDOR
Beautifully maintained 3 bdrm 2ba + family rm 
& den. There is also a remote Guest Quarters w/ 
a full bath, bdrm & office/studio. Pvt patio facing 
the park + a tranquil backyrd w/ bubbling fountain 
& outdoor kitchen. Come see this great home! See 
www.2549MontgomeryWay.com $599,000

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

LAND PARK CUTIE!
New roof, new central heat & air conditioning, fresh 
exterior paint, clear pest report, new sod & sprinklers 
on timers in front yard. Beautiful hardwood floors 
in all rooms except bath. Large covered patio views 
large backyard with trees. See www.1804LarkinWay.
com  $250,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

Happy Thanksgiving!
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“Sign”
Language

“Sign”
Language

For over 34 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

v

6841 Greenhaven Drive
Wonderful family home in prime 
cul-de-sac location. 4 or 5 bd 3 full 
baths, large 1/4 acre lot with lush 
landscaping. Huge kitchen with 
endless possibities. RV possible. 
Equity property. $349,000
Marilyn Suber • 456-3969

6511 Chetwood way • $375,000
Pam Lightford-Lygren • 806-1020

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

 7616 west vista way • $899,000
susie K. ParKer • 768-8494

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ Low introductory coSt
★ Start anytime
★ Live cLaSSeS

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthLy caSh FLow
★ tenant Screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907

831 riverview Ct.
Contemporary home in a cul-de-sac 
that backs up to the Sacramento 
River with an easement for the 
country to maintain the levee road. 
It has 1725 sq ft on .44 acre with 
three bedroom, 2 full bath and a ten 
year old tile roof. Its a one of a kind 
property located in the Little Pocket 
in South Sacramento. $499,000
Jerry SChwinDt • 397-3511

104 Starlit CirCle
Spectacularly clean Greenhaven 
property, 3 bedroom, 2 bath. 
Newly painted inside and out, 
newer roof. Newer CH & A units. 
Separate family room, cedar floor-
ing in closets, and so much more. 
A must see! $345,000
trey bonetti • 768-9360

“…For Fine older homes and 
quality newer homes”

PENDING

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

5160 riverSiDe blvD.
Great location near downtown. 
Cozy front cour tyard before 
entering home. Nice clean 2 
bedroom with large living room 
with great view to the backyard. 
Open kitchen to the living room. 
$160,000.
Meena Chan lee • 837-9104

PENDING

FORECLOSURE OPPORTUNITIES:
	 3901 42nd Ave., 95824, three Houses!, $99,900

	 6345 Fruitridge Road, 95820, 4 bdrm, $159,900

	 6730 Burdett Way, 95823, 3 bdrm, $77,900

	 2283 Oakmont Way, Duplex, 95815, $103,900

Please call Cook Realty for more Information

(916) 451-6702
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By ROBBIE WATERS
Sacramento City Councilmember
Special to The Pocket News

Pocket Coalition Meeting Dec. 2
The next meeting of this communi-

ty network of neighborhood associa-
tions and neighborhood watch groups 
will be on Wednesday, Dec. 2 at 6:30 
p.m. at Martin Luther King K-8 
School in the Multi Purpose Room. 
The public is welcome to attend. At 
this meeting, we will review the past 
year, discuss topics for 2010 and en-
joy some holiday social time. 

SES & Library construction on track
Preparations are under way for the 

School of Engineering & Sciences to 
move from its interim campus on Glo-
ria Drive to the permanent campus 
over the winter break. Library con-
struction teams have completed the 
winterizing work on the library and 
work will continue inside through the 
winter, working towards a completion 
date around June 2010. 

Christmas tree lighting
The Annual Tree Lighting Ceremo-

ny at Downtown Plaza will take place 
on Friday, Nov. 27 between 5 and 6 
p.m.  Santa Claus is expected to ar-
rive via light rail at 5:45 at 7th and K 
Street and Vice Mayor Lauren Ham-
mond will light the tree. The Capitol 
Tree Lighting is Thursday, Dec. 10 on 
the West Steps of the Capitol and the 
pre-show begins at 4:30 p.m.

 
Thanksgiving Weekend train fun

“Train Time for Santa” takes place 
at the California State Railroad Mu-
seum Nov. 27-29. Bring the whole 
family and enjoy a variety of operat-

ing model train and toy train layouts 
on display Friday through Sunday in-
side the museum. It’s a great place to 
take friends and family over the hol-
iday weekend. For more information 
visit csrmf.org or oldsacramento.com.

More holiday news
There is a new ice skating rink on 

20th Street between K and J streets, 
replacing the rink previously at 7th and 
K. This rink will be open from No-
vember 20 through Jan. 18. Holiday 
shoppers can take advantage of free 
on-street parking at metered spaces 
starting at 4:30 p.m. on weekdays and 
all day Saturday and Sunday. The Free 
Parking Zone runs from I Street to L 
Street, Front Street to 29th Street and 
only applies to metered spaces.

Peripheral Canal & Bay Delta Con-
servation Plan update

The State of California plan for a pe-
ripheral canal to convey water around 
the Delta, ultimately to the Bay Area 
and Southern California, and five new 
water intakes on the Sacramento River 
continues to move forward. The state’s 
two proposed intake sites across from 
the Pocket area in Yolo County are still 
in consideration but they do not appear 
to be the preferred intake locations for 
the state at this time and have had no 
geotechnical exploration work to date. 
Several sites from Clarksburg south 
to Walnut Grove have had geotechni-
cal exploration work performed in Oc-
tober. The project, known as “BDCP,” 
continues to move forward and the 
preferred intake locations could change 
again. The Draft Environmental Im-
pact Report (DEIR) has been delayed 
and is now anticipated to be released 
in late 2010. For more information on 

this project, visit the project website at 
www.baydeltaconservationplan.com or 
see my Web site and join my email list. 

Freeport regional water project test 
pumping

As the construction of the new wa-
ter intake next to South Pocket winds 
down, test pumping is underway and 
nearly finished. The $1 billion proj-
ect is slated to begin pumping water 
to East Bay Municipal Utility Dis-
trict (EBMUD) in the spring when 
the Folsom South Canal connector 
point is completed. The bike trail on 
the levee is anticipated to re-open in 
the spring when access to the public 
plaza at the water intake structure is 
available. EBMUD and Sacramento 
County Water Agency are planning a 
Grand Opening event for their facili-
ty in April. 

Kennedy High School theatre
Construction on the new theatre at 

Kennedy High School is expected to 
be complete after the first of the year. 
The Performing Arts Center will be 
just under 14,000 square feet and seat 
465 persons. The entrance foyer will 
be on the east side of the building, fac-
ing the main school campus.

Friends of the Library meeting
Friends of the Sacramento Public 

Library, Pocket-Greenhaven Branch 
will next meet on Thursday, Nov. 19 
from 6:30-8 p.m. The meetings are 
open to the public and you are en-
couraged to attend. The location has 
changed for this meeting only and will 
be at School of Engineering and Sci-
ences at 6620 Gloria Drive (formerly 
Bear Flag Elementary School) in the 
Teachers Lounge. 

District 7 breaks e-mail list record
With your help, we did it. A couple 

months ago, we asked for your help to 
get a few more subscribers and break 
the 1,000 barrier. In early October, we 
broke the 1,000 mark and are well on 
our way to having 1,100 subscribers. If 
you or someone you know is interest-
ed in becoming more informed about 
community events and happenings, 
sign up for District 7 e-mail alerts on 
the District 7 Web site. If you need 
help, call my office at 808-7338.

 
Neighborhood Traffic Management 
Program

If your neighborhood has multiple 
traffic concerns, consider the NTMP 
which the city offers. This program can 
provide a comprehensive, neighbor-
hood-wide approach with input from 
neighbors. I strongly recommend this 
program for neighborhood traffic is-
sues. Look at the city’s website or call 
my office for more information.

Boards and Commissions
For a list of openings on city Boards 

and Commissions, check the city Web 
page at www.cityofsacamento.org and 
click on the “Boards & Commissions” 
icon on the left side of the main page 
for updated information throughout 
each month or call the City Clerk’s 
Office at 808-7200. Applications can 
be found on the Boards and Commis-
sions page.

Councilmember Waters’ mailing address 
is City Hall, 915 I Street, 5th Floor, 
Sacramento, Calif. 95814. Phone is 
808-7338. E-mail is rwaters@cityofsac-
ramento.org. Web site is www.cityofsac-
ramento.org/council then choose “Rob-
bie Waters.”

District 7 update

Connecting with the City Council, the community
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News Writer 
lance@valcomnews.com

Two neon signs are at-
tached to the Tower Theatre 
building, which opened on 
Land Park Drive 71 years 
ago this month. In addition 
to the original Tower Re-
cords sign that rests above 
the Tower Café, a second-
ary sign pays tribute to a 
man, named Joe Marty.

Many people are familiar 
with the longevity of the 
theater and the interna-
tional success that Tower 
Records achieved, but what 
is to be made of the neon 
sign with the large baseball 
image at its center and the 
fancy signature-like name, 
“Joe Marty’s?”

Many younger generation 
people are quick to point 
out their trivial knowledge 
about the site at 15th and 
Broadway, explaining that 
the place was a popular bar 
just a few years ago.

Although this informa-
tion is certainly correct, a 
mention of the name Joe 
Marty to a Sacramento res-
ident a half-century-old or 
older generally gets a much 
different response.

Sure such a person might 
refer to the bar, which suf-
fered from the effects of a 
fire on June 25, 2005 and 
never reopened, but many 
longtime residents of the 
city know the name Joe 
Marty as much more than 
a name associated with a 
now-defunct Land Park 
watering hole.

Instead, they also know 
that the name belongs to 

one of the most famous ath-
letes to ever don a sports 
uniform in Sacramento.

Joe Marty at the plate
A Sacramento native 

and product of Christian 
Brothers High School’s 
sports program during the 
late 1920s and early 1930s, 
Marty, who was born Jo-
seph Anton Marty on Sept. 
1, 1913, received a three-
sport scholarship in base-
ball, football and basketball 
from St. Mary’s College of 
California, where he stud-
ied and played sports in 
1932 and 1933.

Representing the bar’s 
neon sign baseball im-
age quite well, Marty, who 
grew up at 522 M St., was 
best known for his success 
in baseball.

In 1934, the San Francis-
co Seals, a Double-A mi-
nor league baseball team of 
the Pacific Coast League, 
acquired the rights to the 
then-20-year-old Marty.

Marty did not disappoint 
the Seals organization. To 
the contrary, he improved 
each of his three seasons 
with the team.

Far from an average team, 
the Seals won the 1935 
league title and also in-
cluded such baseball greats 
as Joe DiMaggio and Lefty 
O’Doul.

As a testament to Mar-
ty’s stellar defensive skills, 
during the championship 
season, Marty became the 
team’s center fielder due 
to his fleet-footed abili-
ty to cover so much ter-
ritory of the outfield in a 
short amount of time. This 

move forced DiMaggio to 
play the less desirable right 
field.

Marty’s third season 
with the Seals was so suc-
cessful that he attract-
ed the attention of Ma-
jor League Baseball teams 
through such statistics as 
a league best .359 batting 
average, 215 hits and 17 
home runs.

In the same fashion that 
many of the most success-
ful Sacramento River Cats 
players have been elevat-
ed to the MLB level, Mar-
ty left the Seals to play for 
MLB’s Chicago Cubs.

His April 22, 1937 debut 
with the Cubs marked the 
beginning of Marty’s five 
successful years in the ma-
jors.

After a positive first 
MLB season in which he 
had a .290 batting average 
and 84 hits in 88 games, 
Marty was involved in an 
outstanding 1938 season 
and post-season, which el-
evated his status among 
the most successful base-
ball players to come out of 
the very rich baseball city 
of Sacramento.

During a July 1, 1938 
regular season road game 
against the Cincinnati 
Reds, Marty became the 
first Cubs player to hit a 
home run in a night game.

His home run firsts con-
tinued in the post-sea-
son, as Marty hit a home 
run out of Yankee Stadi-
um during a 5-2 loss to the 
eventual world champion 

New York Yankees on Oct. 
8, 1938.

The blast marked the 
first time that a Sacramen-
to native hit a home run in 
a World Series game.

Sacramento’s slugger
In his book about great 

players in local baseball 
history from 1886 to 1976, 
“Gold on the Diamond,” 
Sacramento baseball histo-
rian Alan O’Connor calls 
attention to the fact that 
this home run was not 
Marty’s only World Series 
feat.

Highlighting that Mar-
ty had a .500 batting aver-
age in the series, O’Connor 
emphasized that with this 

Joe Marty is a Sacramento baseball legend 

Hometown homerun hero leaves legacy in Land Park bar

Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
Above: This neon sign hangs above the now defunct Joe Marty’s bar at 1500 Broadway. 
The sign’s image of a baseball represents the business’s original owner Joe Marty’s long-
time involvement with the sport.

See Marty’s, page 23
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Mike Gilson: 
A True Janey 
Way Hero

By MARTY RELLES
Pocket News Columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

Because so many children lived on Janey Way, other kids of-
ten came there to play. Mike Gilson was one of those kids. He 
was one of those larger than life people you meet. He stood 
a strapping six feet tall at 12 years of age. Mike came often to 
Janey Way to play football, basketball, ping-pong at the Relles 
house or to just hang out. He had an outgoing personality and 
liked to tell jokes and tall stories. 

In school, Mike achieved average grades. He and I shared 
the same teacher at St. Mary’s School, Mother Carmela, the 
Sister Superior of the Catholic grammar school. She was a 
tough, but excellent teacher. Mike and her had a challeng-
ing relationship. She expected quiet and discipline in her 
class; Mike liked to talk. One day, Mike was talking and she 
walked down the row to his desk and told him, “Mr. Gilson, 
you are a tall boy, but if I have to, I will climb up on a desk to 
smack you.” That seemed to quiet Mike down for a while.

When we graduated from St. Mary’s, Mike and I transferred 
to Christian Brothers High School. We were in different home-
room classes there, so I saw him a lot less. After two years at Chris-
tian Brothers, we both transferred to Sacramento High School in 
the 11th grade. We played junior varsity football together at Sac 
that year. Our team had six wins and two losses. We had a great 
time. Mike had matured by then and did better in school.

In senior year, Mike began to talk about joining the military af-
ter graduation. His older brother had done that and stayed in as a 
career soldier. I didn’t know whether to take Mike seriously about 
that. Like many young people, he sometimes changed his mind at 
the drop of a hat. Also, the Viet Nam War began to heat up about 
that time, and the whole idea sounded a little dangerous to me.

After graduation, Mike, true to his word, went down to the 
military recruiting office and joined the U. S. Marines. He went 
off to training in late 1964, and then returned in the summer of 
1965 on leave. We had fun when he came home that summer. 
We went down to the American River to swim, drink beer and 
chase girls. We sat out on our front lawn on Janey Way, smoking 
and joking and just having a wonderful time. When his leave end-
ed, Mike returned to his Marine base where he received orders 
for Viet Nam. I never saw Mike again after that summer.

Mike had served in Viet Nam eleven months and was 
nearing the end of his tour. His platoon left camp on a rou-
tine mission. He walked the point that day at the head of 
the group. A rifle shot rang out and Mike went down. After 
a brief fire fight, his squad members ran to his aid. Too late. 
Mike had been killed instantly. He was only 20 years old. He 
did his job. He served his country. He died in battle.

We all attended his funeral. He was the first of our gang 
to die. He received full military honors. I remember the Ma-
rine captain handing the flag to his grief-stricken mother.

In 2002, I visited our nation’s capitol with my wife. She 
went on behalf of her company to attend a meeting. I had re-
tired by then and went as a tourist. I saw all the sights, includ-
ing the Viet Nam War Memorial. It was a somber moment. I 
found Mike’s name on the wall and scratched upon it with pa-
per to make an impression. I have since lost that paper, but I 
will never lose my memories of Mike.

In light of Veterans Day, I am reminded of how much Mike 
Gilson gave to our country. Like many young men, he died so 
others could live. He is a true Janey Way hero.

Ve t e r a n s  D a y  H o n o r e d

average, Marty exceeded 
the series’ batting successes 
of Joe DiMaggio, Lou Geh-
rig, Tommy Heinrich and 
Joe Gordon.

After splitting the 1939 
season between playing for 
the Cubs and the Philadel-
phia Phillies, Marty played 
two more years with Phil-
adelphia before serving as 
a supply sergeant in the 
Army during World War 
II.

O’Connor notes in his 
book that in August 1945, 
Marty observed the Eno-
la Gay B-29 bomber as it 
departed with its atomic 
bomb from Tinian Island 
for Hiroshima, Japan.

After returning from the 
war, Marty, who had com-
piled a .261 MLB batting 
average, signed on with the 
Sacramento Solons of the 
Pacific Coast League at the 
age of 32 in 1946.

The Solons were very 
much connected to Land 
Park, since the team played 
its home games in its stadi-
um at the southeast corner 
of Broadway and Riverside 
Boulevard.

Marty enjoyed success as 
a Solons player for seven 
seasons, including the 1950 
season when he served as a 
player-manager.

In speaking about Mar-
ty’s place in Sacramento 
baseball history, O’Connor 
said, “In my opinion, I 
think Joe Marty is arguably 
the best baseball player to 
come out of Sacramento.”

In understanding the im-
portance of Marty’s base-
ball accomplishments in 
high school and beyond, 
Christian Brothers High 
has memorialized Marty 
through its current base-
ball field, which bears his 
name.

O’Connor said that de-
spite Marty’s many accom-
plishments on the baseball 
diamonds, he had a prob-
lem with alcohol, thus leav-
ing a lingering question as 
to what his potential on 
the field might have been 
without this addiction.

“(Marty) had all the 
(baseball) tools,” O’Connor 

said. “Joe’s problem, of 
course, was he got into 
drinking early. I’ve been 
told by (former Sacramen-
to Union Sports Editor) 
Bill Conlin, etc. that (Mar-
ty) was a better player than 
Joe DiMaggio, but he cor-
rupted his talent through 
alcohol.”

Ironically or not, Marty 
became involved in the bar 
business.

From baseball to bar
After  operating a  bar 

at  731 J  St . shortly  after 
the war, Marty opened 
his  15th Street  and 
Broadway bar  in 1953 
and for  about 30 years 
fol lowing his  retirement 
from basebal l , Marty 
could be seen tending 
bar  at  Joe Marty ’s .

O’Connor fondly re -
membered v isit ing Joe 
Marty ’s , which was con-
nected to another busi-
ness , El  Chico restau-
rant , which was local ly 
famous for  its  pizza .

“ Joe Marty ’s  had two 
sides  to it , connected by 
a  doorway,” O’Connor 
said . “On the west  was 
the bar  and on the east 
was El  Chico. Growing 
up as  a  kid in the 1950s, 
my dad took me to get 
pizza at  El  Chico and 
introduced me to Joe 
Marty. He had a  repu-
tation as  a  grumpy, old 
guy, but  he was nice  to 

me. I  remember the bar 
as  a  dark , musty, smoky 
place with lots  of  base-
bal l  pictures  on the wal l . 
My high school  fr iends 
and I  often had pizza in 
El  Chico in the 1960s 
and I  would peek into 
the bar  to see  i f  Joe was 
tending bar  and he usu-
al ly  was .”

Sacramento resident Jack 
Crouse also shared his 
memories about Marty and 
his bar in the Tower The-
atre building.

“Everybody knew Joe 
Marty the baseball player 
and he also had his place 
Joe Marty’s,” Crouse said. 
“It was kind of a sports 
bar, a sports hang out. It 
was a well organized place 
that was clean and you felt 
safe in there. It was a place 
to meet friends and have 
a beer. We’d say, ‘ I’ ll meet 
you over at Marty’s.’”

Although Marty, who 
passed away in Sacra-
mento on Oct. 4, 1984, 
and his old business at 
15th Street and Broad-
way, which was operated 
by a few other owners in 
its latter years, are no lon-
ger around, Marty none-
theless left behind many 
fine memories.

And in the name of Sac-
ramento history and the 
city’s longstanding base-
ball tradition, the name Joe 
Marty should forever be 
remembered.

Marty’s: ‘(Joe Marty’s) was a place to 
meet friends and have a beer’
Continued from page 22

“It was kind of a sports 
bar, a sports hang out. 
It was a well organized 

place that was clean and 
you felt safe in there.”
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JOHNNY ON THE SPOT
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Certifi ed Firm • Red Stain Removal
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal Treatment
    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Free in home written estimates
     Call (916) 391-9292

Complete Carpet & Upholstery Care

Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News 

Home Improvement page

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 10 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

 FALL CLEAN UP!
FENCING

Reliable Handyman
HANDYMAN

Doors • Molding • Windows
Cabinets • Electrical 

• Plumbing
Water Heaters • Disposals

All 
15 Years Experience

Call (916) 806-7879

Sloan Construction
Complete Home Renovations
Kitchen/Bathrooms/Additions

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

General Contractor – CCL No. 549475

** One Project at a Time to Serve you Better **
Serving the Sacramento Area for over 20 yrs

Call Dave: Offi ce (916) 944-4313
Cell (916) 202-9448

References Available

BUILDING MATERIALS

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

Free up your time from those pesky 
unwanted jobs. I do odd jobs, 

plumbing, carpentry, security door 
installation, light fi xtures & fans, 

recaulking of tubs, hauling
NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Call Eric
(916)470-3488

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231 

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Window Cleaning (inside/out/screens washed)
• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CALL 482-1119

DON’T BE CAUGHT IN THE COLD! 
Season Special

Heating System tune-up $85

HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING

FREE ESTIMATES / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS / LIC # 696355

Heating & Cooling Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 

 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable
Res. & Commercial work

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/Free Est.

Since 1960 in Sac area

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

FENCINGYOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CHIMNEY SWEEP

CUSTOM CABINETS

CJ Hauling

HAULING

 Lic# 342771

Residential & Commercial
debris hauling

(916) 769-3490
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

3675 R Street
Sacramento, California 95816

$100 OFF Emergency Repairs
454-3667

roofing/siding

zimroof.com

License #763169  Dave Zimmerman

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News

Home Improvement page

gallagher Roofing

 Call DAn: (916) 965-6381

RooFING

*Residential Composition 
specialist

*Roof Repair & maintenance

liC# 664323

FRee estimates

Serving Sacramento Since 1993

“No job too small”

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WoRK GUaRaNtEED / SENIoR DISCoUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

PLUMBING

We’ll beat any written estimate! 
We charge by the job, 

not by the hour!

Call Don @(916) 481-3836
lic # 713823

straightline Plumbing

ComPleTe Plumbing 
service & repair

PaINtING

Rose & DynAmiC
PAinTing Co.

PaINtING

 Steve Rose 665-1041
Manny Fonseca 665-2671

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

References available
lic.#911035     BBB - Member

Fall/Winter Discount 10% oFF

PESt CoNtRoL

LaNDSCaPING

Sacramento
Landscape Co.

Designs  ·  Planting
Lighting  ·  Irrigation
Walls  ·  Flagstone

Pavers  ·  More
Small Jobs Welcome

Call 832-2010
saclandscape@earthlink.net

CL# 770400

roberts landscape
CUStoM LaNDSCaPE

                  aND DESIGN       
*Sprinklers   *Decks
      *Concrete    *Masonry

Experienced with 
old Garden Renovation

Call: 444-6458
License # 590317

landscaping

Terra bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430
or 802-9897

LaNDSCaPING

• Full yard maintenance
• one time clean-up

gardening maintenance
it’s Tree Trimming season!

“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

aLLaWay’S HoUSE
CLEaNING

HoUSE CLEaNING

Call Rick (916) 768-6236

  Lic# 83861     Bonded # 1214773
for Free Estimate

• Owner Operated
• Satisfaction Guaranteed

• Reasonable Rates
• Uses Rainbow Vacuum

Excellent References of 17 Years

PLUMBINGplumBing REMoDEL CoNtRaCtoR

your ad should Be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

yoUR SERVICES aRE NEEDED
CaLL Melissa toDay to PLaCE

yoUR aD (916) 429-9901
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handyman
handyman SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call Steven 
at 230-2114.

faLL SpECIaLS
Rototilling– Concrete removal (Patio, drive-
ways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, 
pressure washing/power spray, hauling, yard 
work,  painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-
up, fence repairs, light tree trimming, & more. 
Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247.  Specials for 
seniors. Licensed.

houSEkEEpIng
ExpERIEnCEd houSEkEEpER
Experienced housekeeper looking to add new 
clients. Honest, dependable, reliable & very 
picky about how to clean your home. “I clean 
your home the way YOU want me to.” Afford-
able rates. Ref available. Contact Sharon @ 
916 451-4014.

antEnna REmoVaL
antEnna REmoVaL

Conover’s antenna Removal Service
 Why not remove that old, ugly, unused antenna. 

A home improvment at little cost.  
Call (916) 973-9928 for an appt. for removal.

bookkEEpIng
#1 BOOkkEEPER-
25 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, Chiro-
practors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, Barber, 
Construction, Wholesale, Investment Clubs, Corp, 
Partnerships, Sm Business. We are experts in 
General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & Loss & Quarter-
lies. Call for yr specialized appt. Same low 1990 
rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 640-3820.. www.
taxirene.info.

ComputERS
got ComputER pRobLEmS?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits in 
the Pocket area. $30/hr. Outside the Pocket area, 
travel charge will apply. Problem not fixed? No pay! 
Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 296-7161

pERfEC t gIft!
pEt poRtRaItS
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

pSyChIC REadIngS
pSyChIC REadIngS
psychic readings by Cindy. Tells past/present/future. 
Answers all questions on business, love & finance. 
two free questions, answers by phone. Call for an 
appointment. (916) 752-5279.

tax pREpaRER
#1 tax pREpaRER-
25 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including allState returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

Call Melissa at 429-9901 and place your ad today!

For inForMation on 
ClassiFied ads & 

hoMe iMproveMent
ads Call 429-9901

list your auto for sale in 
the classified ads

pocket news would like to 
hear from you!

do you have an interesting story 
to tell? 

Unusual hobby, collection or job?  
do you have fun/unusual photos 
you would like to share with the 

readers?
do you know someone who 

deserves recognition for 
volunteering?

We want to hear from you.
Mail to: pocket news
2709 riverside Blvd.

sacramento, Ca 95818
or:

ryanrose@valcomnews.com

Advertise in California Kids! 
Family Fun Guide!!!

Serving Greater Sacramento 

For more information, call Marc 
at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

California Kids!

place your ad today!
Call Melissa

429-9901

sell your furniture
in the classifieds

adVERtISE  youR REntaLS

CaLL 429-9901.
Call 429-9901

tutoRIng
tutoRIng
diverse tutoring Services. Affordable, home-
based tutoring. All subjects Pre k-8. Learning 
disabilities. Homework & study skills. 10 years ex-
perience = positive results. MA in Education/Special 
Ed. Call Annette @ (916) 799-7796.

By CELIA GREEN
Pocket News Writer
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

The world for many 20-year-
old girls consists of iPhones, 
shopping and FaceBook. For 
Haley Anthonisen, the world is 
so much more – it’s about giving 
back. And as a result, Anthonisen 
was recognized as the Outstand-
ing Youth in Philanthropy by the 
Association of Fundraising Pro-
fessionals at a luncheon Tuesday, 
Nov. 3, at the Sacramento Con-
vention Center.

“She makes amazing, beau-
tiful purses, and she gives a 
portion of the proceeds to us,” 
said Amber Stott, Director 
of Community Partnerships 
at Women’s Empowerment, a 
non-profit organization that 
benefits homeless women and 
children in Sacramento. “There 
are a lot of students who do 
community service, often as 
a school requirement, but it’s 
rare to see a young person 
who’s earned her own money 
and donate it to a charity.”

“A few years ago my dad was 
cleaning out his closet and 
had a bunch of neckties. I held 
onto them, and a few months 
later, I just made them into a 
bag. I got such good feedback, 
I decided to make more,” said 
Anthonisen.

Pocket News Photo/Celia Green
Haley Anthonisen, pictured third from the left, was recognized as the Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy by the Association 
of Fundraising Professionals at a luncheon Tuesday, Nov. 3, at the Sacramento Convention Center.

Haley Anthonisen honored for charity work

Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy awarded to local woman
And so began her business, 

Haley Corina Handbags. An-
thonisen got her start selling her 
wares out of an East Sacramento 
storefront, Serendipity Boutique. 
Now the bags are available online 
at haleycorina.etsy.com.

Yet, before she was a force in 
business, Anthonisen was already 
an experienced philanthropist.

“In high school, I started go-
ing on missions with my church, 
Westminster Presbyterian. For 
four summers, we went to In-
dian reservations: Big Pine, Los 
Angeles, Anaheim and Pend-
leton, Ore.,” she said. “We built 
a deck, we patched a roof. This 
woman used to put tarps on her 
roof. Our help changed her life.”

Her interest in Women’s Em-
powerment began while a stu-
dent at Sacramento’s Coun-
try Day High School, helping 
out with a Christmas stocking 
drive.

“Some day, I could become less 
fortunate and not have all the 
luxuries I have now- a home, par-
ents, my sisters. This is for wom-
en who haven’t had the best luck 
in their lives,” said Anthonisen.

Anthonisen grew up in Land 
Park and is now a junior at the 
University of Redlands.

“It’s such an amazing school. 
College has given me the op-
portunity to volunteer even 
more,” she said.

Aside from carrying a full 
load of sixteen class credits, An-
thonisen is a member of Alpha 
Theta Phi sorority, for which she 
serves as the community service 
chair. One of Anthonisen’s fund-
raisers was Collect-a-Million, a 
day spent collecting pull tabs from 
soda cans. More than 6 million 
tabs were collected, and the pro-
ceeds benefitted the Loma Linda 
Ronald McDonald House.

At her job as the Student Di-
rector of Community Services, 
Anthonisen organizes a month-

ly Coffee for a Cause, a free 
event where students are invited 
to enjoy coffee or tea and listen 
to campus musicians. The ven-
ue allows campus clubs and or-
ganizations to promote educa-
tional events, social awareness 
and community gatherings.

Anthonisen’s sense of giving is 
something she has been raised 
with.

“My parents (Carson An-
thonisen and Roberta Neidigh) 
have always been in touch with 
our community. They are both 

very driven people. They make 
me understand how important 
volunteering is,” she said.

As for the future, Anthonisen 
said, “I definitely want to keep 
running my business, and giv-
ing a portion of the proceeds to 
charity. In ten years, I might be 
working on an organic farm... 
or working for a design firm... 
or working for a non-profit or-
ganization.” Regardless of what 
she does, Amber Stott nailed it 
when she said, “Haley’s going to 
make a difference in this world.”
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Get in the calendar

Is your club, group, church, school, or orga-
nization having an upcoming event? Let us 
know. Send information about your event—
including date, time, location, a brief de-
scription, cost (if any), and contact informa-
tion—to Calendar, c/o Valley Community 
Newspapers, 2709 Riverside Blvd., Sacra-
mento, CA 95818, or e-mail ryanrose@val-
comnews.com. Deadline is one week before 
publication. Priority is given to events that 
are in the community and/or of little or no 
cost. There is no guarantee that events sub-
mitted will appear in the calendar. To ensure 
placement within the newspaper, please call 
429.9901 to place an advertisement.

november

Trip to Spain
Join Norma Petta, Spanish instructor and 
tour guide, for a lively discussion on travel to 
Spain. From the festive squares of Madrid 
to the Sierra Nevada foothills and the Med-
iterranean coastline, this journey through 
Spain showcases a landscape as intricate as 
its history and people. Immerse yourself in 
the unique culture and traditions of each 
region. Nov.18th at 6:30 pm at Oakmont 
High School, 1710 Cirby Way, Portable 33 
in Roseville and on Nov. 19th in Sacramen-
to location TBA. Call Norma at (916) 457-
1220 or go to ask_norma@spaineasy.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Hart Ping Pong Players
We are excited to announce yet another new 
way to have fun and get your heart pumping 
at the Ethel Hart Center: PING PONG! 
Also called table tennis, ping pong is FUN, 
competitive, and strengthens your hand-eye 
coordination. This Olympic sport features 
light balls and paddles and is easy to learn. 
Sessions will be held Thursdays from 10:30 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Free. Register in advance by 
phoning 808-5462. Ethel Hart Center 915 
27th Street Sacramento 95816.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Looking for candidates
Currently, Todd Migliaccio, a professor at 
California State University, Sacramento 
(Sacramento State) is conducting a study 
about family and longevity in marriage. He 
is interested in videotaping interviews with 
couples or individuals who have been mar-
ried for over 30 years. The topics will cov-
er a range of experiences that are related 
to relationships, marriage and family over 
time, including dating, love, marriage, kids, 
as well as a host of other experiences cou-
ples encounter in a marriage. If you are in-
terested in being interviewed at the Eth-
el Hart Center, located at 915 27th Street 
Sacramento 95816, please feel free to con-
tact Todd at tmigliac@csus.edu or (916) 
278-7573.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Holiday gift shopping
You are invited to shop for beautiful and 
fairly traded gifts, housewares and acces-
sories and other items from artisans and 
farmers living in developing regions, by 
visiting Faith Presbyterian Church, 625 
Florin Road, at our “Just Christmas SER-
RV Sale ( a non-profit fair trade organi-
zation). This sale to help locally and glob-
ally runs in November starting on the 8th 
through the 29th in our Narthex. Bring 
your holiday gift list.

november 18

Genealogical association meeting
The regular meeting of the Genealogical 
Association of Sacramento will be held on 
November 18 ( the third wed of Novem-
ber) at 1 p.m. It will be held in the Belle 
Cooledge Library at 5600 South Land Park 
Drive, Sacramento. Our speaker will be 
Carol Byers. She will help us break down 
the “brick walls.” Carol is a noted Genealo-
gist and a member of our association. She 
specializes in German genealogy. She also 
is helpful in solving your research comput-
er problems. Please join our association and 
participate in “Breaking down your brick 
walls.” Questions call Melanie Howard at 
(916) 383-1221.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

At Blue Moon Gallery
The gallery is holding a special event: “Of 
Travelers, Cats & Kings,” works for Harpsi-
chord performed by Alex Ives. The event is 
Wednesday, November 18, 7:30 p.m. Dona-
tions to benefit CSUS Baroque Ensemble, 
2353 Albatross Way. For more information, 
call 920-2444.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mercy’s Get Moving Tour
Your spirit is as youthful as ever. But per-
haps your hips, knees and joints are feel-
ing all the years of good use? Join us for an 
event where you can hear all about the lat-
est treatment options straight from the ex-
perts. Gain personal insight from our or-
thopedic physicians and physical therapists; 
receive a fee range of motion screening, body 
fat assessment and chair massage; and en-
joy healthy appetizers and beverages. Spe-
cial guest emcee, KCRA 3 and NewsTalk 
1530 KFBK’s Kelly Brothers. Register on-
line at GetMovingTour.org or call 916-851-
2110. Event is from 5:45 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
at Valley Hi Country Club,  9595 Franklin 
Blvd., Elk Grove.

november 19

Latino Dance and Culture Group
Come dance to the beat of all types of Lat-
in music! Featured DJ music and delicious 
Mexican food! Held at the Ethel Hart Com-
munity Center, 915 27th St., from 6:15-
8:45 p.m. Suggested donation: $3. For more 
information, call Barbara Alarcon 400-4514.

november 20

Stroke Prevention – “Every Sec-

ond Counts”
Did you know that stroke is the third lead-
ing cause of disability for all americans? 
Representatives of the NCCCP Clinical 
Pharmacy Club will be here teaching on 
how to recognize the signs of stroke. Come 
learn about early prevention. The free event 
will be November 20 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Ethel Hart Senior Center, 915 27th St. For 
more information, call 808-5462.

november 21

Fall Color in the Cemetery
Experience the glorious colors of Au-
tumn on this Saturday morning tour at 
the Sacramento Historic City Cemetery. 
This garden tour, led by Lifetime Master 

Gardener, Anita Clevenger, celebrates the 
beauty of the change of seasons in our in-
ternationally acclaimed cemetery gardens. 
The tour commences at 10:00 am from 
the Cemetery’s main gate at Broadway 
and 10th Street. Visitors may park across 
the street from the 10th Street Gate and 
meet at the cemetery entrance. Held un-
der the auspices of the City of Sacramen-
to Division of History & Science, this 
tour is presented as a public service by 
the Old City Cemetery Committee, Inc. 
For tour information, please call (916) 
448-0811. Tours are free though dona-
tions for the restoration of the cemetery 
are greatly needed and appreciated.

november 22

Big Band Society event
Northern California dancers and Song 
Book fans will be treated to the J Street Jazz 
Cats, directed by Celia Cottle (1-2 p.m.) 
followed by legendary bandleader Bud-
dy Harpham, his saxophone and 13 PC 
Big Band (2-5 p.m.) at the 9th Annual Vets 
Thanksgiving, Sunday, Nov. 22 in the giant 
Ballroom of Sacramento Elks Lodge No. 6, 
6446 Riverside Blvd at Florin, presented by 
the Nor Cal Band Preservation Society and 
sponsors Avalon Hearing Aid Centers and 
Senior Magazine. It’s free admission to cur-
rent and past members of the armed servic-
es wearing all or any major part of the their 
service uniform. Tickets are sold only at the 
door. Regular Admission is $14 per person, 
$12 each in groups of ten, with Society’s 
Gold Card member-tickets at just $10 per 
person, a saving of $4 to each of the soci-
ety’s ten dances in the 12 month period. To 
join the Preservation Society, mail checks 
($24 per) to NCBBPS, 1640 8th Ave., Sac-
ramento, CA 95818 or buy the yearly card 
at the door.

november 24

EGA meeting
Embroiderer’s Guild of America, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, November 24, 2009, SMUD 
Building, 6301 S Street. Melissa Du-
najski will speak on various needlework 
sites on the internet. Visitors welcome. 
For more information, call (916)961-
3558.

november 29

Messiah Sing-Along
It’s a holiday tradition: Messiah Sing-
Along is presented by the Camel-
lia Symphony and Camerata Califor-
nia at the Faith Presbyterian Church, 
625 Florin Road on Sunday, Nov. 29. 
The event will start at 3 p.m. with 
a Holiday Sale. The Messiah Sing-
Along will begin at 4 p.m. Tickets are 
$15. 10 and under are free. To pur-
chase tickets, call (916) 929-6655 or 
visit www.camelliasymphony.org.

december

Christmas services
Faith Presbyterian Church at 625 Florin 
Road welcomes you to it’s Christmas Servic-
es: Dec. 5, 12, 19 and 26 – Sunday Services, 
held at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Dec. 2, 9 and 16 
(Wednesday) Advent Dinner at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by worship at 6:45 p.m.

december 1

Great Books Discussion 
Local book group will discuss articles in 
the book “Keeping Things Whole: Read-

ings in Environmental Science” at our 1st 
Tuesday of the month meetings at 1p.m. 
For December 1: “The Biosphere” by 
Vladimir I. Vernadsky. Free. Info: 808-
5462. Ethel Hart Center 915 27th Street 
Sacramento 95816.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Alzheimer’s Support group
Are you looking for someone to talk to – 
someone who understands what it is like 
to deal with Alzheimer’s disease? Join 
an Alzheimer’s Support group hosted by 
Carmichael Oaks Senior Living. Ongo-
ing sessions provide families and caregiv-
ers guidance and training to assist them 
in caring for a person with the disease. 
Our program will offer tips, resourc-
es, and the ability to connect with fel-
low caregivers. The free event starts at 6 
p.m. at Carmichael Oaks Senior Living, 
8350 Fair Oaks Blvd. Information: Re-
freshments served. RSVP at 944-2323. 
For more information, visit www.carmi-
chaeloaks.com.

december 2

Casa Christmas event
Coming again to the Casa, a talent-
ed group of  City College students 
performing Vocals and “ Last-Minute 
Christmas,” is December 2. Seatings 
are at 11:15 a .m. and 1:15 p.m. The 
meal will consist of  Chicken Sono-
ra with a mixed green salad or Med-
iterranean chicken salad. Dessert is 

a Double Chocolate Mocha Cake. 
First-come-first-served group res-
ervations. One contact person, one 
check. Cancellations are 10 days pri-
or to lunch. Food selection and pre-
payment required. For reservations, 
call (916) 452-2809. Tickets at $20 
per person.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Stroke Signs, Symptoms and 
Prevention
Methodist Hospital of Sacramento will 
present information on the signs and 
symptoms of stroke. Learn about stroke 
prevention tips from Methodist Hospi-
tal doctors, nurses and dietitians. Blood 
pressure screenings and body fat and 
BMI testing will also be available. For 
more information, please contact Erin 
MacEneaney at 423-6198. The event 
runs from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at the Senior 
Center of Elk Grove, 8830 Sharkey Ave-
nue, Elk Grove.

december 3

Latino Dance and Culture Group
Come dance to the beat of all types of 
Latin music! Featured DJ music and de-
licious Mexican food! Held at the Eth-
el Hart Community Center, 915 27th St., 
from 6:15-8:45 p.m. Suggested donation: 
$3. For more information, call Barbara 
Alarcon 400-4514.
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december 5
Jensen Garden Workday Volunteers
The Friends of the Jensen Botanical Garden 
hold garden work days one Saturday of every 
month from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The next work-
day is Saturday, Dec. 5, 2009. Bring work 
gloves, hand pruners and your lunch. Come 
join with other volunteers to keep the garden 
beautiful all year. The Jensen Garden is lo-
cated at 8520 Fair Oaks Blvd. in Carmichael. 
For more info: Tracy Kerth (916) 485-5322 
ex23 or email tracy@carmichaelpark.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pruning Clinic
The Historic Rose Garden in the Historic City 
Cemetery will present Pruning Clinics on De-
cember 5 from 10-11:00 a.m. Enter at the Cem-
etery Main Gate to learn why pruning roses is 
important and how pruning should be done. 
Both heritage roses and modern roses will be dis-
cussed. Visitors may park across the street from 
the 10th Street Gate and meet at the cemetery 
entrance. For information, call (916) 443-2146.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Advent Faire
To begin preparations for the Christ-
mas Holidays, Northminster Presbyteri-
an Church, 3235 Pope Avenue, invites ev-
eryone to the Advent Faire, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
“Make It and Take It” Christmas crafts are 
featured. There are gifts and decorations 
(including Christmas green arrangements 
and decorated Christmas houses) to make 
with the assistance of Santa’s helpers and an 
opportunity to win a unique quilt fashioned 
by Northminster’s quilters. There are craft 
activities for all ages. All crafts are free. To 
make this event complete, a light lunch will 
be offered. Bring your friends and family. 
For more information, call 487-5192 or visit 
northminsteronline.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Book Sale
To help holiday shoppers looking to save 
money as well as the library, the Friends of 
the Sacramento Public Library are spon-
soring a Pre-Holiday Warehouse Sale. Pub-
lic sale hours will be noon to 4 p.m. on Sat-
urday, December 5, and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Saturday, December 12. Friends’ mem-
bers only are invited to shop from 9 am to 
noon on Saturday, December 5, and pro-
spective members may join at the door for 
$15. The sale will be held in the Friends’ 

warehouse, at the rear of their Book Den 
store, 8250 Belvedere Avenue, Suite E, be-
tween Power Inn Road and Florin-Perkins 
Road just south of 14th Avenue. More than 
100,000 paperback and hard-bound books, 
audio books, videos, and other materials will 
be available at prices ranging from $.50 to 
$2.00. The Book Den store at the same site 
will be open during the Warehouse Sale. At 
the Book Den shoppers select from individ-
ually priced better books, including collect-
ibles, and other materials, with most books 
priced at $3 to $10. The Book Den is open 
every Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 
9 am to 2 pm, but during this special sale it 
will be open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. All proceeds, 
after expenses, benefit the Sacramento Pub-
lic Library. For more information call the 
Book Den at 916-731-8493 or email fspl@
att.net.

december 6

McKinley Song Circle
McKinley Children’s Song Circle with the 
Shadechasers will perform for free Dec. 6 at 
3-4:30 p.m. in the Clunie Clubhouse, 601 
Alhambra Blvd. Families welcome. Brand 
new songbooks for singers available. For 
more information and directions, call 531-
4110. The Shadechasers is a local folk group 
of 10 members playing Woody Guthrie, 
Pete Seeger, Malvina Reynolds, Raffi, and 
other singable family music suitable for chil-
dren’s activities. We sing and dance, and en-
courage families to sing together whenev-
er they can. Now we have a new songbook 
with about 60 songs to share with our 
group.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Christmas Crèche
Come experience the wonder of Christ’s 
birth depicted in hundreds of nativities 
from around the world. The Third Annual 
Elk Grove Nativity, or “Christmas Crèche,” 
will be held Friday, Dec. 4 through Sun-
day, Dec. 6. Friday Dec. 4 the event is open 
from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday and 
Sunday the event will be open from 1 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. The diverse collection represents 
many countries and cultures and each of 
the crèche’s are crafted from a variety of ma-
terials. This year, organizers plan to dis-
play more than 400 nativities from around 
the world. In addition to the grand vari-
ety of nativities, local talent will perform. 
This Christmas Crèche is open to everyone 
throughout the Sacramento area. The Third 
Annual Elk Grove Nativity will be held at 

the Bruceville Chapel of the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter Day Saints, located at 
9910 Bruceville Rd. in Elk Grove. For more 
information, please visit the website at elk-
grovenativity.org. The Nativity Open House 
is free of charge.

december 9

Root Cellar
Sacramento Genealogical Society General 
Membership meeting 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 
the Citrus Heights Community Clubhouse 
6921 Sylvan Road, Citrus Heights. Pro-
gram to be determined plus holiday festivi-
ties. Free. Visitors welcome. Contact Sam-
mie Hudgens at (916) 481-4830 or www.
rootcellar.org.

december 10

Computer club meeting
The Mission Oaks Computer Club will 
meet on Thursday, December 10, 2009 from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Mission Oaks Com-
munity Center, 4701 Gibbons Drive, Car-
michael. The meeting topic will be “Com-
puter Technology in Today’s Automobiles.” 
A problem-solving clinic, led by Adam Lac-
ey of Applications, Etc, will follow the meet-
ing. First-time visitors are welcome. For ad-
ditional information call (916) 366-1687 or 
visit our Web site at www.missionoakscom-
puterclub.org.

december 11

“Beginning a Business” seminar 
Twin Rivers Adult School will offer a free 
seminar “Business Concepts for Entrepre-
neurs.” Thinking about starting your own 
business? Need to jump start your existing 
business? Considering a virtual online busi-
ness? This presentation will highlight busi-
ness structures and operational planning, 
accounting with Quick Books, and promo-
tional materials development. Join us on Fri-
day, December 11, 2009 at 1:00 p.m., and 
again at 6:00 p.m. for this and other infor-
mation as presented in our new Business 
Concepts course. SCORE counselors are 
scheduled to be on-site to answer questions 
regarding SBA loans and other related re-
sources. This seminar will be held at Twin 
Rivers Adult School, 3220 Winona Way, 
North Highlands, CA 95660. For more in-
formation, call David at (916) 996-7554 or 
email bt4a@live.com.

december 12-13

Fremont Presbyterian Church
Glorious Sounds of Christmas, a Christmas 
Concert is at Fremont Presbyterian Church, 

5770 Carlson Dr. The free event begins at 
7 p.m.

december 13

Special concert in Carmichael
Bring the entire family to this holiday con-
cert entitled “Symphonies and Sing-Along!” 
the second concert in our “Command Per-
formance!” season, December 13, 3 p.m. at 
the La Sierra Community Center, 5325 En-
gle Rd. in Carmichael. The Sacramento 
Symphonic Winds is a 60-piece adult com-
munity band conducted by Dr. Les Lehr. 
Tickets: Child/ Student/ Senior (60+) free; 
others $5, sold at the door. For more infor-
mation, call (916) 489-2576 or visit www.
sacwinds.org.

december 17

Latino Dance and Culture Group
Come dance to the beat of all types of 
Latin music! Featured DJ music and de-
licious Mexican food! Held at the Eth-
el Hart Community Center, 915 27th St., 
from 6:15-8:45 p.m. Suggested donation: 
$3. For more information, call Barbara 
Alarcon 400-4514.

January 5

Alzheimer’s Support group
Are you looking for someone to talk to – 
someone who understands what it is like to 
deal with Alzheimer’s disease? Join an Al-
zheimer’s Support group hosted by Carmi-
chael Oaks Senior Living. Ongoing sessions 
provide families and caregivers guidance and 
training to assist them in caring for a per-
son with the disease. Our program will of-
fer tips, resources, and the ability to connect 
with fellow caregivers. The free event starts 
at 6 p.m. at Carmichael Oaks Senior Living, 
8350 Fair Oaks Blvd. Information: Refresh-
ments served. RSVP at 944-2323. For more 
information, visit www.carmichaeloaks.com.

onGoinG

American Legion Dance
The American Legion Dance, Held on 
the first Friday of each month from 7 – 
10 p.m. at Veterans Memorial Hall at 
Royer Park in Roseville, featuring ball-
room, Latin, swing, and night club dances 
with DJ Bob Wayman. The public is in-
vited and singles are welcome. There is a 
great wood dance floor, good parking, no-
host bar, soft drinks, and snacks. Come 
dance and make new friends. The hall is 
located at 110 Park Drive. Cost $8. Info: 
(916) 783-7267. Proceeds go to support 
the troops and our veterans.
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Renie Vasu force 
behind Vasu Real 
Estate

Renie Vasu is a 3rd generation native of Sacramento 
and a Pocket area resident, and with a career of 38 years 
has started Vasu Real Estate. Her knowledge and expe-
rience in real estate sales and finance warrants the out-
standing reputation she possesses in the industry today. 
Renie’s sales exceed $305 million with 927 homes sold in 
the Sacramento and Elk Grove area since 1991. She has 
earned numerous awards over the years as a real estate 
sales professional and mortgage lender.

Renie’s husband Vance is also an agent with Vasu Real 
Estate. Renie Vasu can be reached at (916) 399-8689 or 
(916) 801-5088.
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mondays

Tai Chi at Hart Center
Chinese exercise combines specific move-
ments and relaxation, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., 
Hart Senior Center, 915 27th St. In-
structor, Mamie Woo. Information at 
808-5462.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Hatha yoga class
Instructor Pat Shaw teaches students to 
align the body through breathing tech-
niques, postures and deep relaxation, 3 to 4 
p.m., Hart Senior Center, 915 27th St. In-
formation at 808-5462. Repeats Wednes-
days, Fridays.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Gray Eagles meet
Gray Eagles, a social group for men and 
women, hears guest speakers on air shows, 
flying and warbirds, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
second Mondays of the month. Visitors wel-
come. Free, at the Hometown Buffet (pri-
vate dining room), 4300 Florin Road. Infor-
mation at 421-0844.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Newcomer’s Buffet 
The Widowed Persons Association of Cali-
fornia invite any and all widows and widow-
ers to attend their Newcomer’s Buffet and 
Social at 5:30 p.m., every third Monday, at 
the Plaza Hof Brau, El Camino at Watt Av-
enue. The cost varies as the choice is from a 
no-host buffet menu. For more information, 
call 972-9722.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters meet
Guests always welcome at Klassy Talk-
ers Toastmasters to have fun while im-
proving speaking and leadership skills, 7 to 
8:30 p.m., Executive Airport 6151 Freeport 
Blvd., 95822. Information: Jan at 284-4236 
or www.sacramentotoastmasters.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
Co-Dependents Anonymous meets, 7:30 
p.m., Friends Church, Fireside Room, 41st 
and E streets. This 12-step group is for peo-
ple whose common problem has been an in-
ability to maintain healthy relationships. We 
support each other in developing fulfilling 
relationships. For more information, call 1-
866-794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Evening Tai Chi class
Sixty-plus minute class includes Yang 
style Tai Chi, Chi Gong exercises, and 
strength training using elastic bands, 6:30 
p.m., Parkside Community Church, 5700 
South Land Park Drive. Open enrollment 
– join anytime. Cost: $15 a month for 
members, $20 for non-members. Infor-
mation: 421-0492.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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