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Editor’s Note: In the February 4, 2010 edition of !e Pocket News, we published a story 
(“City officials push for more green waste containers in Pocket,” by reporter Celia Green) about 
the city’s plan to convert more Pocket residents to green waste containers. !e switch is part 
of the city’s goal to limit on-the-street green waste pickups. We asked what you thought about 
green waste containers. You e-mailed letters and opinions. And we will print your thoughts in the 
March 4, 2010 edition of !e Pocket News. For those who haven’t yet, please share with us your 
thoughts about the city’s switch to green waste containers from street pickups. E-mail ryanrose@
valcomnews.com. Read the original story at www.valcomnews.com. – Editor Ryan Rose
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J a n e y  Wa y  M e m o r i e s

Boxing at 
the Relles 
Gym

By MARTY RELLES
Pocket News Columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

One Christmas, my father  gave 
two pairs  of  boxing gloves  to my 

brothers  and me. He hoped this  would help us 
learn to defend ourselves . Terry and I  put  on 
the gloves  and sparred . Soon other  kids  came 
over  to try  on the gloves  and box . We set  up 
an imaginary ring in our backyard . A large tree 
marked one side of  the ring, the garden in the 
rear  marked another, the patio another side 
and the fence opposite  the patio completed the 
square. 

Soon we began sched-
ul ing regular  3-round 
bouts . I  fought Dan 
Petrocchi  and he blood-
ied my nose. He won in 
a  TKO. I  fought him 
later  that  year  in a  re-
turn match and blood-
ied his  nose. I  fought 
both the Ducray boys . 
They were tough f ight-
ers . I  moved adroitly 
around the ring, kept 
jabbing and avoided heavy blows. I  “f lew l ike a 
butterf ly,” but  did not  “st ing l ike a  bee.”

We had many other  good f ights  in the new -
ly  founded Rel les  g ym. I  remember one f ight  in 
particular. Lou Viani  fought a  barnburner with 
Bob Pesce. They came right  out  throwing blows 
as  i f  the f ight  would last  only one round . No 
blood appeared , but  faces  reddened from the 
contact  of  the gloves . In the second round , the 
pace slowed . The boys slowly ran out  of  gas . By 
the third round , the pace of  the f ight  slowed 
to a  crawl , but  the boys kept  throwing leather, 
missing mostly. At the very end of  the round , 
Lou sl ipped to the ground and in the heat  of 
battle, Bob kept  punching. We rushed in to halt 
the bout . By this  t ime, the two boys were very 
angry at  each other, but  we made them shake 
hands and cal led the f ight  a  draw. After  that , 
the two good friends walked away with arms 
around one another ’s  shoulders .

Bob Pesce died from a stroke last year. Lou Vi-
ani, a successful architect here in town, found 
the time to attend his old friend ’s funeral. They 
might have once traded blows, but the bond of 
friendship they forged on Janey Way lasted a 
l ifetime.

The days of  boxing at  the Rel les  g ym are only 
a  memory now, but  dad was right , the boxing 
did teach us  sel f- defense. It  taught us  more. We 
learned to settle  our differences  by the Mar-
quis  of  Queensbury rules , not  the rules  of  the 
street . This  lesson was doubtlessly  more impor-
tant  than simple sel f- defense.

“They might have 
once traded blows, 

but the bond of 
friendship they 
forged on Janey 

Way lasted a 
lifetime.”

Special to !e Pocket News

!e Robbie Waters Pocket-
Greenhaven Library was de-
signed with the intent to create 
an environmentally responsi-
ble asset to the Pocket-Green-
haven community, and serve as 
an example of contextual green 
architecture.

Designed to embrace the 
site’s residential context, the li-
brary anchors the corner of 
the complex shared by a 500-
student capacity charter high 
school and city playfield. 

High open volumes created 
by sloped roofs define and sep-
arate the interior spaces while 
clerestory windows within 
these high volumes allow nat-
ural daylight to penetrate deep 
into the building’s core. !e in-
terior space program includes a 
community meeting room with 
exterior access, story-time read-
ing tower, children’s collection, 
teen room, quiet reading room, 
technology reference area, fic-
tion and non-fiction collection 
and staff support spaces. 

!e new library targets Lead-
ership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design (called LEED) 
Silver rating with energy effi-
ciency strategies to minimize 
energy consumption. LEED 
is the Green Building Rating 
System and was developed by 
the U.S. Green Building Coun-
cil. It has become the standard 
for environmentally sustainable 
construction. Proper solar ori-
entation for maximum natu-
ral daylight, high performance 
HVAC system with localized 
zoning controls, daylight and 
occupancy sensor controls for 
built-in artificial lights, low 
flow water fixtures, low volatile 
organic compound and recy-
cled material products are just a 
few of the LEED strategies em-
ployed in the Robbie Waters 
Pocket-Greenhaven Library. 

Sustainable sites
Due to its advantageous lo-

cation and key site features, the 
project qualifies for multiple 
points in the sustainable sites 
category. Alternative transpor-
tation methods are encouraged. 
!e project provides bike racks 
for more than five percent of all 
users, and is located within a 
quarter mile of public transpor-
tation routes including Regional 

Transit route 81 and 200 as well 
as others. 

Water efficiency
By working closely with the 

landscape architect, the design 
team was able to successfully re-
duce the amount of water need-
ed on site. Water efficient land-
scaping was selected to achieve a 
50 percent reduction of potable 
water consumption. Also, high 
efficiency fixtures were selected 
in order to achieve a water use 
reduction of 30 percent. In do-
ing so, the Pocket-Greenhaven 
Library reduces the burden on 
the municipal water supply and 
waste water systems.

Energy and Atmosphere
With the future of our plan-

et in mind, systems including 
the building envelope, HVAC, 
and lighting were designed to 
maximize energy performance, 
while minimizing the library’s 
impact on global warming and 
climate change. A commis-
sioning strategy was created 
to ensure the energy related 
systems continue running to 
specifications. 

Materials and resources
In an attempt to support in-

digenous resources and lessen 
transportation, local materials 

were specified for this project. 
!ese materials were harvest-
ed and manufactured with-
in 500 miles of the project site 
for a min of 10 percent of proj-
ect material cost. Targeting ma-
terials with a high level of recy-
cled content was also a priority. 
In doing so, the design team suc-
cessfully decreased the impacts 
resulting from extraction of vir-
gin materials. !e construction 
team also contributed in this 
LEED category. !ey decreased 
the waste hauled to landfills by 
providing recycling containers 
near the construction site and 
recycled or salvaged at least 75 
percent of non-hazardous con-
struction and demolition.

 
Indoor environmental quality

In order to achieve a high 
quality indoor environment, 
low-emitting materials were 
chosen for the project. !ese 
materials including adhe-
sives and sealants, paints and 
coatings, carpet, and compost 
wood work to reduce indoor 
air contaminants. !e light-
ing and thermal comfort of 
the Library was also careful-
ly considered and designed to 
allow controls for individu-
als and multi-occupant areas. 
!e HVAC system meets the 
latest performance standards. 

Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Library update

New Pocket library is true ‘green’ building
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Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
Longtime Burbank High physics teacher and yearbook advisor Ratchford Higgins 
works with yearbook co-editors-in-chiefs Marlene Munoz (left) and Diana Lalu-
angphet.

By LANCE ARMSTRONG 
Pocket News Writer
lance@valcomnews.com

For the majority of newcom-
ers and most of the younger 
generation of the Pocket area, 
Burbank High School is just 
another local high school that 
seems to have no significant 
connection to this communi-
ty. But other Pocket area resi-
dents remember differently.

Certainly with the 1967 es-
tablishment of John F. Ken-
nedy High School, Pocket-
Greenhaven area students 
instantly had a high school to 
call their own.

But they were not the only 
students to suddenly have a 
new alma mater, as students 
from outside of this area who 
attended Burbank High, as 
well as McClatchy High made 
up Kennedy’s original student 
body.

Filling the new school
From Burbank alone, about 

400 students transferred to 
Kennedy, largely contribut-
ing to a student body that de-
creased from about 2,700 stu-
dents in the fall of 1966 to 
2,137 in the fall of 1967.

Burbank’s alma mater, as 
printed in its 1967 Oracle 

yearbook, includes the line, 
“We vow to love you, Bur-
bank High with lasting fidel-
ity.”

Perhaps there should have 
been a clause or an asterisk as-
sociated with this line for stu-
dents who would be attend-
ing the Pocket area’s first and 
still only high school.

!e transferring of students 
to the new campus was one of 
mixed emotions, as Burbank 
and McClatchy students left 
their established schools and 
ventured into an unfamiliar 
environment.

Additionally, students who 
remained at these already es-
tablished schools had to un-
dergo the loss of many close 
friends who were transferred 
to Kennedy.

Ratchford Higgins, a long-
time Burbank High physics 
teacher and yearbook advi-
sor, remembers being one of 
the McClatchy students who 
lost friends to the opening of 
Kennedy High.

“A lot of my friends went 
there (to Kennedy) in that 
first year, so I knew a lot 
about what that first year 
was like and it wasn’t much 
fun for them,” Higgins said. 
“!e senior year is supposed 
to be the pinnacle of the high 

school experience and it was 
all fragmented for them. No-
body knew the teachers and 
they didn’t know each other.”

Fortunately for the Janu-
ary 1968 graduates of Bur-
bank, McClatchy and Ken-
nedy, many separated friends 
were able to reunite as joint 
commencement exercises for 
these schools, as well as John-
son High, were held at the 
Memorial Auditorium on Jan. 
20, 1968.

Following the exercises, 
an all-night graduation par-
ty was held for the students 
at the Alpine Alley bowling 
lanes at 2326 Florin Road.

Higgins added that Ken-
nedy benefitted from the fact 
that many of the area’s best 
cross country runners resided 
within Kennedy’s boundar-
ies at the time of the school’s 
opening.

“I was on (McClatchy 
High’s) cross country and 
track (teams) and we had al-
ways had the cross coun-
try championship,” Higgins 
said. “But (Kennedy) got the 
best runners from our school 
and the best runners from 
Burbank and that was just 
too much to overcome. So, 
in Kennedy’s first year, they 
were number one (in cross 

country). (Kennedy) also had 
a really top miler. He won the 
Golden West Invitational and 
he won the California state 
championship in the mile. He 
would have been at Burbank 
(had he not been transferred 
to Kennedy).”

Maintaining the topic of 
running, Higgins said that 

Burbank also had a longtime 
English teacher, named Paul 
Reed, who was a very active 
runner.

“!ey called (Reed) ‘Mr. 
Marathon,’ Higgins said. “He 
ran to school every day, he ran 
hundreds of marathons, liter-

Longtime south area school was established 47 years ago

Burbank High School has significant connection to Pocket area 

See Burbank, page 7



7www.valcomnews.com  •  February 18, 2010  •  The Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

ally. He was a character here. 
And more recently, we had a 
teacher who would ride his 
bicycle about 15 miles to Bur-
bank every day.”

!e Burbank-Kennedy con-
nection

Being that Burbank High 
undoubtedly has a direct 
connection to Kennedy 
High, the following trib-
ute to the school serves as 
a sort of extension to Ken-
nedy’s rich 42-year history.

The roots of the school 
date back to 1958, when 
city school administrators 
determined there was a 
need to have a new south 
area high school for the 
purpose of handling the 
growing number of stu-
dents at C.K. McClatchy 
and Hiram Johnson high 
schools.

After a site for the school 
was selected, planning be-
gan for its construction.

Although the school’s 
campus was scheduled to 
be opened in September 
1962, construction strikes 
resulted in an extension 
of its opening to Jan. 21, 
1963.

With the delay in Bur-
bank’s opening, students 
planning on attending 
classes at the new campus 
temporarily attended af-
ternoon sessions at John-
son High.

During its earliest years, 
Burbank was led by its princi-
pal, Oliver A. Livoni, and vice 
principals and former Sacra-
mento State College students, 
Edward B. Morrison and 
Marguerite L. Neal.

Despite being a new school, 
it did not take long for Bur-
bank to establish many tradi-
tions and organizations.

One very early tradition 
that ceased to exist was a joint 
rally with Burbank and John-
son students prior to every 
game.

By 1966, a rivalry between 
these two schools abruptly 
ended this tradition.

Other traditions, as well as 
organizations, during Bur-
bank’s initial two years in-
cluded the establishment of 
its Columbian blue and gold 
colors, Titan mascot, a fight 
song, alma mater, student gov-
ernment, football, baseball, 
basketball, track, swimming, 

tennis, golf and cross coun-
try teams, dances, bands, an 
art club, a ski club, four lan-
guage clubs, a yearbook and a 
newspaper.

Although the name of 
the yearbook has remained 
the same, the name of the 
newspaper, as well as its 
presentation has evolved.

The school’s original 
newspaper was first print-
ed in the fall of 1963 and 
was known as the Banner.

The publication was ini-
tially produced by first 
and sixth period journal-
ism students, who alter-
nately created editions of 
the newspaper.

Due to the lack of effi-
ciency of this system, the 
following school year, the 
two classes were combined 
to create the newspaper.

The first editors of the 
combined classes were 
Richard Rouse, Sharon 
Yerman and Tim Smith.

The newspaper has since 
been renamed twice, first 
becoming known as The 
Mighty Titan and with its 
change to an online-only 
format, it became known 
as The Titan Ledger.

The Banner explained 
the reason that the Titan 
mascot was selected, not-
ing, “ The symbol ‘ Titan’ 
stands for persons having 
enormous size, strength 
and power.”

And the school’s name 
honors a man who is so re-
vered in the state’s history 
that his birthday is annu-

ally celebrated in Califor-
nia as Arbor Day.

Luther Burbank legacy
Born on March 7, 1849, 

Luther Burbank, who resided 
in Santa Rosa for more than 
a half-century, was known for 
his experimental plant breed-
ing.

!ese experiments had a 
direct purpose, as his goal was 
to improve plant productivity 
with the objective of expand-
ing food supplies throughout 
the world.

During his career, Burbank, 
who has often been referred 
to as “!e Wizard of Horti-
culture,” developed more than 
800 strains and varieties of 
plants, which included about 
200 varieties of fruits and 
many vegetables, nuts and 
grains.

When the Burbank campus 
opened, it was not as fully de-
veloped as it is today.

And those familiar with the 
campus today know that it is 
one of the city’s most artistic 
school campuses.

Among its artistic features 
are older mosaic details and 
more recent student-made ce-
ramic work, including a tile-
plated mural, which reads “Ti-
tans,” on the south side of the 
cafeteria and ceramic books at 
the entrance to the library.

Advance ceramics students 
of Ted Dal Porto also created 
murals for the nearby Region-
al Transit light rail station.

A large, concrete, artistical-
ly-designed bridge that was 
built by Burbank students 

also draws attention near the 
center of the campus.

Higgins said that Burbank 
students have been involved 
in many memorable activi-
ties, including the marching 
band’s representation as the 
number one California high 
school marching band at the 
re-inauguration of the Statue 
of Liberty, the student-built, 
Guinness recognized largest 
bicycle in the world, the con-
struction of a bowling robot 
and many exciting sporting 
events.

Notable athletes among 
Burbank’s alumni include 
Sacramento’s renowned prize 
fighter Tony Lopez and sever-
al NFL and NBA players.

Reflecting upon the school’s 
rich history, Burbank High 
Principal Ted Appel said that 
Burbank has undergone many 
changes throughout the years 
and appears to have a very 
promising future.

“While the area has 
changed, the school’s com-
mitment to serving the com-
munity has never wavered,” 
Appel said. “!e school was 
originally built to serve a more 
rural, agricultural population. 
It now proudly serves a richly 
diverse, international commu-
nity. In 50 years, people will 
probably look back and talk 
about the dynamic opportu-
nities that the school created 
through its support of its di-
verse population. With pro-
grams such as Internation-
al Baccalaureate, the future is 
bright for graduates of Luther 
Burbank High School.”

Burbank: ‘The school was originally built to serve a more rural population’
Continued from page 6
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Residential Care Facility
for the Elderly now accepting 

applications for residents.
Let us care for your loved ones.

Woods Retreat
ELDERLY CARE

Owner-operated (916) 421-5845

State Lic #340306720

4050 Walnut Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

Aegis of Carmichael

ASSISTED LIVING/MEMORY CARE

(916) 972-1313
Lic #347001686

www.aegisliving.com

We’re the people who 
make life better.

YOUR SERVICES ARE 
NEEDED

CALL Melissa TODAY 
TO PLACE YOUR  AD 

(916) 429-9901

DOCUMENT PREP SERVICES

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

10% off SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

LOVING COMPANIONS

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

HELP AT HOME

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

FIVE STAR SKILLED NURSING

By SUSAN LAIRD
Pocket News Writer
susan@valcomnews.com

True love and tragic misun-
derstanding, aristocrats and 
commoners, noble sacrifice, 
betrayal and dying young…
Sacramento Opera’s produc-
tion of Giuseppi Verdi’s “La 
Traviata” has it all.

Verdi based his opera in three 
acts on a novel by Alexandre 
Dumas, fils, called “La dame 
aux Camélias.” !e novel, which 
was based on Dumas’ own af-
fair with the beautiful courte-
san Marie Duplessis, who died 
at the age of 23 from consump-
tion, a common term for tuber-
culosis. Duplessis was known 
for her petite figure, charming 
smile and her smart conversa-
tion in French salons of the day. 
It is reputed that no fewer than 
two French noblemen (and for-
mer lovers) were at her bedside 
when she passed away. In death, 
as in life, she was a legend.

In English, Dumas’ work 
was translated as “Camille,” 
and the title character was 
successfully portrayed to 
great success by Greta Garbo 
on the silver screen in 1936.

In contrast, the first per-
formance of Verdi’s opera, at 
Venice’s La Fenice in 1853, 
was an utter failure. However, 
Verdi had faith that his work 
would endure (“‘La Traviata’ 
last night a failure,” he wrote. 

“My fault or the singers’? 
Time will tell”). After some 
revisions, an 1854 production 
at the Teatro di San Benedet-
to in Venice proved to be suc-
cessful. “La Traviata” has been 
in production ever since.

!e title for Verdi’s work, “La 
Traviata,” means “!e Woman 
Who Strayed,” or “!e Fall-
en Woman.” It focuses on the 
lives of a famous courtesan, 
Violetta Valéry, and a young 
nobleman, Alfredo Germont. 
!e two meet at a party she is 
hosting to celebrate her “recov-
ery” from a “brief illness.”

Alfredo woos Violetta, who 
has her doubts about the 
young man who “has loved 
her long from afar.” However, 
she also wonders if he could 
“be the one.” In the Act I fi-
nale, Violetta sings “Ah, fors’è 
lui” – “Perhaps, he is the one.”

!e second act finds the two 
as lovers, happily ensconced in 
the French countryside. But 
trouble is on the way, in the 
form of Alfredo’s father, Gior-
gio Germont. Giorgio informs 
Violetta that his daughter’s up-
coming marriage is threatened 
because of Alfredo’s affair with 
her. Because of her love for Al-
fredo, Violetta agrees to sacri-
fice her love for the sake of his 
family and leaves for her for-
mer life in Paris.

Alfredo, at first determined to 
bring her back, eventually is led to 

believe that Violetta has betrayed 
him. He confronts her publicly, 
throwing money in her face at a 
party. She faints and the members 
of the party reprimand him: “You 
have offended a noble lady.”

Too late, Alfredo realiz-
es that Violetta’s love for him 
was true all along. In the third 
act, the lovely courtesan is told 
by her physician that she has 
not long to live, as her con-
sumption has worsened dra-
matically. Violetta sings “Ad-
dio del passato” – “So closes 
my sad story.” Alfredo rushes 
to her side, and the two lov-
ers are reunited. Alfredo tells 
Violetta that he will take her 
away from Paris, back to the 
countryside. But she senses 
that her life is slipping away.

Together, Alfredo and Violetta 
sing “Gran Dio! morir si giovane”– 
“O, God! to die so young.” Giorgio 
enters with a doctor to save Vio-
letta, but it is too late – Violetta 
dies in her lover’s arms.

“La Traviata” is listed in the 
Top !ree most popular operas 
in the United States by “Opera 
America,” just behind “Mada-
ma Butterfly” and “La bohème.” 
Sacramento Opera’s produc-
tion will be sung in Italian with 
English supertitles. James Mar-
vel directs and Timm Rolek re-
turns to conduct the Sacramen-
to Philharmonic Orchestra.

Soprano Karen Slack will 
perform as Violetta. She has 

performed internationally to 
much acclaim. Her voice is 
described as “warmly expres-
sive.” Slack’s career has been 
fostered by both the Santa 
Fe and San Francisco operas, 
which recognized her native 
talent and invited her to par-
ticipate in their programs for 
young artists. She is noted as 
a talented performer whose 
star is on the rise.

Tenor Alexander Boyer is 
cast as Alfredo. Boyer has per-
formed with the San Jose Op-
era, as well as the Merola and 
Santa Fe Opera programs. He 

is a winner of the Mario Lan-
za Scholarship Award.

“La Traviata” will run for 
three performances: Friday, Feb. 
26 at 8 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 28 
at 2 p.m. and Tuesday, March 
2 at 7:30 p.m. !e Sacramen-
to Community Center !eater 
is located at 1301 L Street in 
Sacramento. Admission is $18 
to $130. For tickets, call (916) 
808-5181, visit the box office 
at the theater or visit www.tick-
ets.com. For more informa-
tion, visit www.sacopera.org or 
join the Sacramento Opera on 
Facebook and Twitter.

Love is the ‘heartbeat of the universe’ in Sac Opera’s ‘La Traviata’

Photo courtesy
Sacramento Opera presents Giuseppe Verdi’s “La Traviata” at the Sacramento 
Community Center Theater, 1301 L Street, Sacramento, Friday, February 26, 2010 
at 8 pm; Sunday, February 28, 2010 at 2 pm; and Tuesday, March 2, 2010 at 7:30 
pm. (Pictured is an earlier production.)



9www.valcomnews.com  •  February 18, 2010  •  The Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Hello to you, Elk Grove

The Pocket News expands into Laguna, Elk Grove
By RYAN ROSE  
and LINDA POHL
Pocket News Staff Members
vcnnews@valcomnews.com

Starting with this edition, 
the Valley Community News-
paper group is pleased to an-
nounce that !e Pocket News 
is expanding into Elk Grove. 
It’s a move that we hope read-
ers and businesses will em-
brace, as these neighboring 
communities are so close in 
proximity and culture that it 
only makes sense to increase 
the reach of our newspaper.

Situated along the Sacra-
mento River and connected by 
the web of freeways, highways 
and roadways that propel the 
local economy, the Pocket area 
and Elk Grove are matching 
neighbors – twin communi-
ties – each with distinct scen-
ery but similar values.

!ese two communities 
are sanctuaries, built by res-
idents seeking a calm alter-
native to the hustle-and-bus-
tle of the city. Elk Grove and 
Pocket are anchors for travel-
weary commuters looking to 
leave downtown behind for 
settings of solace – they are a 
people looking for home.

Beyond the many wonder-
ful stores and services that are 
available to local residents, 
Pocket and Elk Grove both 
celebrate their family-friendly 
communities, neighborhoods 
built by honest, hard-work-
ing people that provide the 
heartbeat for the Sacramento 
Valley. And it is in that quali-
ty that Pocket and Elk Grove 
shine together, as these two 
communities don’t just share 
a border, they share a spirit.

!e Pocket News will echo 
that signature community 
spirit in its news coverage and 
commercial offerings. !is pa-
per will endeavor to cover the 
news and events – the quali-
ty of life issues – that are im-
portant and relevant to Pock-
et and Elk Grove residents 

and business owners. To meet 
that end, we will also be offer-
ing a new section, “Shopping 
Elk Grove,” to benefit our 
readers travelling between the 
two markets. With so many 
Pocket residents working in 
Elk Grove (and visa versa), we 
know that this expansion of 

!e Pocket News will be en-
thusiastically embraced.

Together, with the help of the 
community, !e Pocket News 
will remain the voice of the 
Pocket, Laguna, Elk Grove and 
the many diverse and unique 
residents that live along the ma-
jestic Sacramento River.

To advertise in the new 
“Shopping Elk Grove” 
section, call Linda at (916) 
429-9901 or e-mail her at 
Linda@valcomnews . com. 
Please send your story tips 
and community news to 
ryanrose@valcomnews.com 
or call (916) 429-9901.
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By BENN HODAPP
Pocket News Writer
benn@valcomnews.com

A lot of barbecue joints 
claim to have the best ribs 
in town, but not all owners 
can make the claim as life-
long ranchers. Such is the 
story of Al and Sue Kuhn, 
owners of Big Al’s BBQ in 
Elk Grove.

!e Kuhns make their res-
idence in the Pocket area and 
have been there for nearly five 
years, according to Al. But the 
journey from rancher to res-
taurateur was a long time in 
the making.

Al’s family lived on a ranch 
for 50 years, beginning in 
1946 at the Circle K Ranch. 
While there, he met Sue in 
grammar school. After tying 
the knot, Al and Sue worked 
on a ranch they own together 
in Elk Grove. 

As housing developments 
went up all around their Elk 
Grove ranch, the Kuhns held 
occasional barbecues for the 
industrial workers. !e gath-
erings regularly drew 90-120 
people, and several compli-
ments from the workers gave 
the Kuhns an idea.

“A lot of people said they 
thought we should open up 
our own barbecue place,” Al 
said.

As industry and housing 
continued to encroach in all di-
rections, the Kuhns decided it 
was time to move on, eventual-
ly moving in to the Pocket. 

But they would be back – 
to work, anyways.

When a developer bought 
some of their land in Elk 
Grove to put up more new 
housing, the Kuhns found 
themselves with a chunk of 
money to do with what they 

pleased. !ey decided to take 
over a Mexican restaurant 
that was failing and Big Al’s 
BBQ was born.

!e restaurant opened on 
December 4, 2008 to boom-
ing business.

“Business started out great,” 
Al said. “Lately it’s been a lit-
tle slow, but it has started to 
pick back up.”

Despite Elk Grove’s appar-
ent lack of barbecue restau-
rants, Al stands by his claim 
that you will love his barbe-
cue and the ranch culture.

“Unfortunately, I can’t think 
of any other places around 
that have barbecue,” he said. 
“But people seem to really en-
joy what we serve.”

!e ambiance of the restau-
rant is one of the Old West, 

with pine interior, many old 
pictures and old branding 
irons on the walls.

On the menu
!e Kuhns take pride in 

offering affordable prices for 
their food as well.

“A family of four can eat for 
around $45 including drinks,” 
Sue said. “It probably comes 
out to about $10-12 per per-
son.”

As far as customer feed-
back, Elk Grove residents are 
quite clear about their opin-
ions.

“People have come up to me 
and said that our ribs are the 
best they’ve ever tasted,” Sue 
said. “People really love our 
chili, too. We have had a lot 
of return customers.”

But it’s not all ribs, ribs, 
ribs. Al and Sue ran down 
the menu, which includes 
tri-tip, chicken, potato sal-
ad, onion rings, french fries, 
okra, salad and coleslaw. 
Soon they will be introduc-
ing hamburgers to the menu 
as well.

“We eat there quite a bit,” 
Al said. “We are there a long 
time every day.”

Both Al and Sue said that 
their favorite item on the 
menu is the tri-tip sandwich, 
which comes with a house 
barbecue sauce. !at pret-
ty much takes care of giving a 
good fallback option if you’re 
unsure of what to order when 
gazing at the menu. Al also 
likes the Old Susanna Salad 
served with chicken. Since he 
and Sue eat there often, they 
try to make sure they don’t eat 
red meat for every meal.

!e next step for the res-
taurant is to one day soon 
have live entertainment in the 
form of singers. During the 
spring months they can use 
the porch to house a band to 
perform, but nothing is set as 
of now.

Big Al’s BBQ is located at 
8976 Grant Line Rd. in Elk 
Grove. !e restaurant’s hours 
are Monday-Saturday 11 a.m. 
- 8 p.m. For more informa-
tion, you can call the restau-
rant at (916) 867-8609.

Know your neighbor

From rancher to restaurateur: Big Al’s BBQ and Deli

Photos courtesy Big Al’s BBQ and Deli
An appetizing view: Elk Grove’s Big Al’s BBQ and Deli, located at , 
is famous in the area for their ranch-style decorations and delicious 
meals.
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GORGEOUS 4 BEDROOM
Gorgeous 4 bed home with loft area. Spacious kitchen 
overlooking FR. Formal dining room plus nook. Large 
3-car garage. New carpet, new int. paint and new floor 
tile in kit and bath. Designer paint colors. Wonder-
ful curb appeal and great floor plan. Nice yard with 
covered patio. You will love it! See www.6251Fieldal
eDr.2cmyhome.com $239,500

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

RIVERLAKE HALFPLEX
Custom Half Plex in Riverlake’s Dutra Bends upscale neigh-
borhood. Walking distance to the Sacramento River, walk/jog 
walkway, Marriott Park, Garcia Bend Park & boat launch. 
Plantation shutters, gas log fireplace. Hardwood floors in kit 
& breakfast area. One bedroom & full bath downstairs main 
level. Newer tile-type roof. Inviting pool & spa in backyard. 
See www.7706RioBarcoWay.com $359,000
CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

4215 Freeport Blvd.

454-5753

A PERFECT 10!
Finally a home that has it all! 4 bed w/3 car gar. 
Amazing yard & curb appeal. Gorgeous built-in 
pool w/security gate. Tile roof in 07 & highly ef-
ficient HVAC in 05. Wood floors, crown molding, 
shutters ,  whole house fan,  sky l ights ,  designer 
paint  & more.  See www.479TwinRiverWay.com 
$449,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

Visit Our Web Site: www.windermeredunnigan.com

RIVERLAKE HALFPLEX
S p a r k l i n g  h a l f p l e x  h o m e  i n  p r i v a t e  g a t e d 
B r i d g e v i e w  i n  R i v e r l a k e .  L a k e  a c c e s s  w /
p i c n i c  t a b l e s  &  b o a t  d o c k .  3  m a s t e r  s u i t e s . 
O n e  b e d  &  f u l l  b a t h  d o w n s t a i r s .   N e w  c a r -
p e t  &  f r e s h  i n t e r i o r  p a i n t .  N e w e r  t i l e  t y p e 
r o o f .  S e e  w w w . 7 7 2 4 B e l l B r i d g e Wa y . c o m 
$ 3 5 9 , 0 0 0

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

SOUTH LAND PARK
Quality So. Land Park home in quiet neighborhood. Walking 
distance to neighborhood school. Tiled central entry, living 
room & family room overlooking patio & yard. Refinished hard-
wood floors, dual pane windows & doors throughout, plantation 
shutters, newer roof, dishwasher, water heater & HVAC. Master 
suite w/sliding glass door to patio. 2 car garage w/auto opener.  
See www.1388SanClementeWay.com $319,000

ELAINE OWENS 747-8479

BIG YARD, WELL TENDED
Good sized, well-kept ranch style home. Roof & Central 
Heat & Air less than 2yrs old.  Large covered patio with large 
yard and many fruit trees. Some hardwood floors. Nice brick 
fireplace in family room with built in bookcases. Personal 
property in home is negotiable. See www.7267slandparkdr.
epropertysites.com $269,950

JOHN WONG 531-7150

NOT YOUR GRANDMA’S BUNGALOW!
Desirable Land Park home featured in Sacramento Magazine 
and the Sacramento Bee. The home boasts marble counters in 
the kitchen, oak hardwood floors throughout the house and a 
luxurious spa-like bathroom which includes a Duravit tub and 
sink. See www.1438PerkinsWay.com $459,999

LISA MARTIS 612-7548
NANCY WEEGE 600-5458

BACKS TO SACRAMENTO RIVER
Quality Harris built home in quiet, highly desired location. 
4 bedroom single story w/ remote bedroom. Dual pane win-
dows, large peaceful private yard. Sale includes two parcels 
(.47acres for both parcels). Some neighbors built boat docks 
within the last few yrs on the levy parcel. Rare opportunity to 
own on river.  See www.715ClipperWay.com $349,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

BEAUTIFUL INSIDE & OUT
Gorgeous 4 bedroom home on a quiet street near canal. 
Huge private yard with patio & mature maple tree. 
Extensive updates in 2007: roof, gutters, paint in/out, 
refinished cabinets throughout, carpet, linoleum, fenc-
ing, kitchen sink & faucet, and new water heater. Two 
large master suites (1 downstairs). Newer heat/air.  See 
www.7050WavecrestWay.epropertysites.com $318,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

LAND PARK CUTIE!
New roof, new central heat & air condition-
ing, fresh exterior paint,  clear pest  report , 
new sod & sprinklers on timers in front yard. 
Beautiful hardwood floors in all rooms except 
bath. Large covered patio views large back-
yard with trees.  See www.1804LarkinWay.
com  $225,000
CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

PENDING!
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Twain you and me
By RYAN ROSE
Pocket News Editor
ryanrose@valcomnews.com

In response to a news story that he was at death’s door 
in London, Missouri-born Samuel Langhorne Clemens, 
known popularly by penname Mark Twain, wrote, “ The 
reports of my death are greatly exaggerated.”

Indeed, as Twain has since passed , his legend (and 
wisdom) l ives on in popular culture. And while his 
larger-than-life persona is sometimes exaggerated 
by modern authors and playwrights, Twain’s point-
ed humor, dogged honesty, keen insights and plain-
spoken ways are as welcomed now as they were when 
he was writing for The Sacramento Union newspa-
per during the 19th century.

It has been nearly a century since his death, but 
his ghost sti l l  haunts Sacramento. The capital  city ’s 
deep political  divide would be the perfect fodder for 
a Twain novel or the subject of  a community chat. 

Next month, Twain returns to l ife v ia the stage – 
and he is  back in Sacramento. Actor Hal Holbrook 
portrays the famous author Saturday, March 6 at 8 
p.m. at The Community Center Theater. Tickets are 
available at the Convention Center Theater Box Of-
fice (1301 L St.), Tickets.com, and (916) 808-5181. 
Ticket prices are $30-$60 plus faci l ity and service 
fee.  

Considering Twain’s far-reaching legacy, our city 
is  very lucky to have such a connection to the au-
thor (much as I ’m sure Salinas values John Stein-
beck). Clemens might have been born on the Missis-
sippi River, but Twain spoke the language of  modern 
Californians – in his time, he was a pioneer for hu-
man rights, women’s rights, the environment and the 
humane treatment of  animals. He may have been a 
character of  the Gilded Age (having coined the term 
in fact), but Twain, pseudonym and al l , was the real 
deal.

The Sacramento Union believed that – and they 
traded on that reputation. Anytime The Union en-
countered financial  problems, the publisher would 
drag an old desk out from the backroom and sel l 
it  as a “ Desk used by Mark Twain.” Almost always, 
those desks sold quickly.

A chance to experience a form of  Twain today is 
a treat. As Twain’s close friend Helen Keller wrote, 
“ I think ‘ Mark Twain’ is  a very appropriate nom de 
plume for Mr. Clemens because it  has a funny and 
quaint sound that goes well  with his amusing writ-
ings, and its nautical  significance suggests the deep 
and beautiful things he has written.”
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6841 GREENHAVEN DRIVE
Wonderful family home in prime 
cul-de-sac location. 4 or 5 bd 3 full 
baths, large 1/4 acre lot with lush 
landscaping. Huge kitchen with 
endless possibities. RV possible. 
Equity property. $329,900
MARILYN SUBER • 456-3969

1007 COBBLESHORES WAY • $869,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

 7616 WEST VISTA WAY • $899,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ LOW INTRODUCTORY COST
★ START ANYTIME
★ LIVE CLASSES

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ MONTHLY CASH FLOW
★ TENANT SCREENING
★ MAINTENANCE
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907

831 RIVERVIEW CT.
Contemporary home in a cul-de-sac 
that backs up to the Sacramento 
River with an easement for the 
country to maintain the levee road. 
It has 1725 sq ft on .44 acre with 
three bedroom, 2 full bath and a ten 
year old tile roof. Its a one of a kind 
property located in the Little Pocket 
in South Sacramento. $459,000
JERRY SCHWINDT • 397-3511

2000 FLORIN ROAD
WILL Not Last, three bedroom two 
bath single story best buy, close 
to all! $150,000
ANGELA ADAMS • 761-9505

“…FOR FINE OLDER HOMES AND 
QUALITY NEWER HOMES”

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

JUST LISTED:
7673 BRIDGEVIEW DRIVE

CLEAN FOUR BEDROOM TWO AND A HALF BATH
2500 SQ. FT. BEST BUY! $535,000

SUSIE KUWABARA PARKER
768-8494 OR OFFICE 451-6702

5160 RIVERSIDE BLVD.
Great location in Greenhaven. 3 
bedroom, 2 ba with solar heated 
pool. Landscaped yards. Kitchen 
completely updated. Tile floor, 
new stovetop, dishwasher, sink, 
& granite counters. Quiet area 
close to river. $340,000
BOB BILLETT • 995-0284

BACKYARD VIEW

“Sign”
Language

“Sign”
Language

For over 34 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

V
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Faces and places

Year of the Tiger roars into the Pocket
!roughout the week of Feb. 16 to Feb. 19, stu-

dents from Pocket’s Kennedy High School celebrat-
ed the Chinese New Year, which was February 14. 
According to tradition, this is the “Year of the Tiger.” 
And it was certainly cause for excitement at Kennedy 
High, where students performed traditional Chinese 

dances and heard speeches from local political lead-
ers like Sacramento County Supervisor Jimmie Yee, 
who is also a former Sacramento mayor.

Pictures and cover by Pocket News photographer 
Noah Winn.
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Griffi n Construction
CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News 

Home Improvement page

BUILDING MATERIALS

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable
Res. & Commercial work

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/Free Est.

Since 1960 in Sac area

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

FENCING

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

ADDITION SPECIALIST

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Licensed & Insured
Senior Discounts

GUTTER CLEANING

 Lic# 630547

James Brothers Services

(916) 236-8940

AUTO & HOME DETAIL

BUILDING MATERIALS & FENCING

CUSTOM CABINETS

HANDYMAN

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Reliable Handyman

HANDYMAN

Doors • Molding • Windows
Cabinets • Electrical 

• Plumbing
Water Heaters • Disposals

All 
15 Years Experience

Call (916) 806-7879
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ROONEY’S 
PLUMBING

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

SOVEREIGN PAINTING

 (916) 422-4416
Dan Sovereign

PAINTING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd Generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

Lic.#484215

Interior & Exterior Painting

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News

Home Improvement page

CALL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE ESTIMATES / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures

Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

PLUMBING

We’ll beat any written estimate! 
We charge by the job, 

not by the hour!

Call Don @(916) 481-3836
Lic # 713823

Straightline Plumbing

COMPLETE Plumbing 
service & repair

ROBERTS LANDSCAPE
CUSTOM LANDSCAPE

                  AND DESIGN       
*Sprinklers   *Decks
      *Concrete    *Masonry

Experienced with 
Old Garden Renovation

Call: 444-6458
License # 590317

LANDSCAPING

B & T Upholstery & Repair

UPHOLSTERY

Furniture
upholstery at 

its finest

1600-B Kitchner Rd., Sacto 95822
916/392-1959 • 916/995-7177

* Senior Discounts
www.bandtupholstery.com

CALL 444-0551

DON’T BE CAUGHT IN THE COLD! 
Season Special

Heating System tune-up $85

HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING

FREE ESTIMATES / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS / LIC # 696355

Heating & Cooling Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements

Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 

 High Efficiency Air Filters 

Freon Leak Detection 

LANDSCAPING

GARY’S PAINTING
CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL                   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR OVER 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE WITH PRIDE

EXCELLENT REFERENCES       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PAINTING

LANDSCAPING

BRICK & STONE

 (916) 899-0101

MASONRY

Cultured Stone, Block,
Walls, Patios, Walks,

FREE Estimates

CA Lic #516538 ~ References

PLUMBING

  
Office 442-7586 Mobile 204-4090

Located on corner of 7th and Riverside Boulevard
25% Discount for all new customers with this ad, good until 07/31

(discount applies to labor only)
Water Heater   Disposal    Faucets

Sewer & Drain Cleaning/Video Camera Inspections
WE SPECIALIZE IN

•Copper repipe •Sewer and water line replacements •Gas lines - installed

Full Service
Keith & Harry StaleyRiverside Plumbing 

 Lic# 338816 C-36 

ROOFINGROOFING

FREEDOM
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

Free up your time from those pesky 
unwanted jobs. I do odd jobs, 

plumbing, carpentry, security door 
installation, light fixtures & fans, 

recaulking of tubs, hauling
NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Call Eric
(916)470-3488

Terra Bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430
or 802-9897

LANDSCAPING

• Full yard maintenance
• One time clean-up

Gardening Maintenance
Get ready for Spring!

“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

REMODEL CONTRACTOR

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• YARD CLEAN-UP/HAULING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 10 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

SPRING CLEAN-UP SPECIALS!

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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GARDENING  SERVICE
SPI GARDENING SERVICE
Winter Clean-up Special !  Complete yard 
maintenance, monthly services OR one-time 
cleanups. Gutter cleaning, sprinkler repair, 
&  pressure washing. FREE est imates & 
sen ior  d iscounts .  Work  done by  owner. 
Lic# 631205. Call Bob (916) 391-5234 or 
212-5234.

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN SERVICES
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call Steven 
at 230-2114.

TIME TO CLEAN THE GUTTERS!
Gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, 
pressure washing/power spray, hauling, yard 
work,  painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-
up, fence repairs, light tree trimming, & more. 
Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247. Specials for 
seniors. Licensed.

BOOKKEEPING
#1 BOOKKEEPER
26 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & 
Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. 
Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820.. www.taxirene.info

COMPUTERS
GOT COMPUTER PROBLEMS?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $35/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area, travel charge will apply. Problem not fixed? 
No pay! Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 
296-7161

COMPUTER RECYCLE CENTER
Computer Recycle Center (located in East Sac) 
Free computer & laptop recycling. Laptop and-
Desktop Repairs (most repairs ony $45 & returned 
the next day.) Free estimates (916) 452-5177 www.
recyclecomputers.biz

Call Melissa at 429-9901 and place your ad today!

Sell your car! 429-9901

HOUSINGHOUSEKEEPING
EXPERIENCED HOUSEKEEPER
Experienced housekeeper looking to add new 
clients. Honest, dependable, reliable & very picky 
about how I clean your home. I clean your home 
the way YOU want me to. Affordable rates. Ref. 
available. Contact Sharon @ 916 451-4014.

PERFEC T GIFT!
PET PORTRAITS
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

ROOMMATE WANTED
POCKET AREA
Nice 3 BR townhouse to share with two others. 
$380/month; $300 deposit. Shared utilities. 2 men 
currently. Call Vince. (916) 501-0360.

ROOMMATE WANTED
1 unf. room, full/prvt bath, in a furnished custom 
duplex in Pocket/Greenhaven area. Rent $595 
plus 1/3 of SMUD & PGE. All amenities. Private 
pool. Cable/internet access/security paid. Call 
Kimberly 717-5604.Place your ad today!

Call Melissa

429-9901

Sell your furniture

in the classifieds

RUMMAGE SALE
RUMMAGE SALE
Friday, March 5, 11-3, Saturday, March 6, 
9 -2.  Family clothing, books, housewares, 
furniture,jewelry. All Saints Episcopal Church, 
2076 Sutterville Road. 

TAX PREPARER
#1 TAX PREPARER
26 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including all State returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

Advertise in California Kids! 
Family Fun Guide!!!

Serving Greater Sacramento 

For more information, call Marc 
at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

CALIFORNIA KIDS!Looking for work? 
Need a new career?  

Call Valley Community 
Newspapers for rates for 

their new 
employment listing section.

Call  (916) 429-9901.
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For more Calendar enteries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

GET IN THE CALENDAR

Is your club, group, church, school, or orga-
nization having an upcoming event? Let us 
know. Send information about your event—
including date, time, location, a brief de-
scription, cost (if any), and contact informa-
tion—to Calendar, c/o Valley Community 
Newspapers, 2709 Riverside Blvd., Sacra-
mento, CA 95818, or e-mail ryanrose@val-
comnews.com. Deadline is one week before 
publication. Priority is given to events that 
are in the community and/or of little or no 
cost. !ere is no guarantee that events sub-
mitted will appear in the calendar. To ensure 
placement within the newspaper, please call 
429.9901 to place an advertisement.

FEBRUARY

Jo Anne Marquardt art show
!e Unitarian Universalist Society of Sacra-
mento presents an exhibition of the artwork 
of Land Park resident Jo Anne Marquardt 
Jan. 22 to Mar. 21, 2010 at the UUSS Au-
ditorium located at 2425 Sierra Blvd, Sac-
ramento. An opening reception will be held 
on Friday, Jan. 22 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
!is event is free. For more information vis-
it www.uuss.org.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pocket girls softball
Register now through March 1 for the 
2010 season or visit www.pocketgirlssoft-
ball.com. For girls ages 4 ½ to 16.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Short Story Contest
Open to ages 16 and older. $5 en-
try fee. Please make checks payable 
to Friends of the Elk Grove Library. 
Deadline for entries is 5 p.m., Satur-
day, April 3, 2010. Entries may be fic-
tion or non-fiction and not longer 
than 1,000 words. Manuscript must be 
typed and double-spaced. Final word 
count to be written at the top of the ti-
tle page. Name, address, phone num-
ber, email address and story title to be 
written on a 3x5 card and attached to 
the entry. Do not put your name on the 
manuscript. Winners will receive cash 
awards. First place-$100 Second place-
$75 Third place-$50. Awards will be 
presented at the Elk Grove Library 
Writer’s Workshop, April 17, from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m. Submissions will not 
be returned. Mail or bring your manu-
script to Elk Grove Library Short Sto-
ry Contest, 8900 Elk Grove Blvd., Elk 
Grove, Ca 95624.

FEBRUARY 18
What Do I Do with All This Stuff?
Event is Thursday, February 18, 2010 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Carmichael 
Park Clubhouse, 5750 Grant Ave, Car-
michael. FREE class, but must pre-reg-
ister by calling 485-5322. Start 2010 
with a clean-sweep! Surrounded by clut-
ter? Need to organize years of belong-
ings, mementos and paper? This class 
will help you begin the task of sorting 
and disposing of clutter to help keep 
things manageable.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Brown Bag Poetry Readings
Held 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. at 828 I Street, the 
Sacramento Poetry Center will hold a poet-

ry reading from 12 noon to 1 pm, the third 
!ursday of every month, at the Central Li-
brary. Brown Bag Poetry will be held !urs-
day, February 18th and continues through the 
year. Sacramento poet Mary Zeppa will host 
the readings with assistance from poet Law-
rence Dinkins and Poet Laureate Bob Stanley. 
Bring a brown-bag lunch and a favorite poem 
- or you may select from material available in 
the library. Information: 264-2920.

FEBRUARY 20
Crab feed for Children’s home
Sacramento Children’s Home Guild to 
hold “Down By the Sea” Crab Feed, Sat-
urday, February 20, 2010, at the Folsom 
Community Center, 52 Natoma Street, 
Folsom, CA 95630. Tickets are $45. For 
reservations, call 916-698-1150.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Boy Scouts Recycle E-Waste
When: Saturday, Feb 20, 2010, 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Where: Arcade Wesleyan 
Church, 3532 Whitney Ave., Sacramen-
to (near corner of Whitney & Sunset 
Ave.) They can take: TVs (including flat 
screens), laptops, monitors, VCRs, stere-
os, disk drives, PDAs, Zip drives, com-
puter mice, printers & copiers, scanners 
& faxes, telephones, video game consoles, 
small appliances (such as blenders, mix-
ers toasters, vacuum and carpet clean-
ers). CEAR shreds all computer disk and 
hard drives to protect your privacy. We 
can’t take: Large appliances. Questions? 
Want to arrange a pick-up (if you’ve got 
big items or you’re a business)? Contact: 
ponyexpress@surewest.net.

FEBRUARY 24
Los Ninos Service League
!e Los Ninos Service League is holding 
its next recruitment drive for volunteers to 
work within our organization. We would 
greatly appreciate it if you would post 
the following notice in your next upcom-
ing publication. !ank you in advance for 
your continued support of the Casa Gar-

den Restaurant and Sacramento Children’s 
Home. Want to give back to our communi-
ty and have fun too? Become a volunteer in 
the dining room, kitchen, or garden at the 
Casa Garden Restaurant. !e restaurant, 
located in the Curtis Park neighborhood, 
has been raising funds for the Sacramento 
Children’s Home since 1974. For more in-
formation about being a volunteer, please 
join us at our restaurant on February 24, 
2010, 9:30 a.m., at 2760 Sutterville Road, 
Sacramento, CA 95820. Please RSVP by 
calling (916) 452-2809, as we look forward 
to meeting you.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Embroiderer’s Guild of America
Embroiderer’s Guild of America, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 24, 2010, SMUD 
Building, 6301 S Street. “Petite Project” 
from National EGA. (A bookmark). Visi-
tors welcome. (916) 961-3558

FEBRUARY 26
Crab feed
South Sacramento Rotary invites 
you to attend its 28th Annual Crab 
Feed and Silent Auction, Friday, 
February 26 at 6 p.m. The event wil l 

be at the Elks Lodge No. 6, 6446 
Riverside Blvd . All  proceeds go to 
support schools/charities in the 
community. Call  (916) 428-0311 or 
(916) 396-7244 for tickets. Tick-
ets: $40.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

American Guild of Organists concert
Feb. 26, Friday, at 7:30PM at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, 1700 L 
Street, Sacramento, $10 suggest-
ed. The Sacramento Chapter of  the 
American Guild of  Organists joins 
with St. Johns Lutheran Church in 
presenting the famous Wanamaker 
Grand Court Organist, Peter Rich-
ard Conte. Known for his orchestral 
transcriptions played on the organ, 
Conte performs at the Macy’s store 
in Philadelphia 2 times daily. That 
organ is the largest fully function-
ing organ in the world. Conte’s per-
formance in Sacramento will  include 
a silent movie “ The Kid” (Charlie 
Chaplin). More information about 
Conte is available from his man-
agement association: www.concer-
tartists.com. Information about the 
organ at St. John’s is available from 
nmetzger@rcip.com.
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By BENN HODAPP
Pocket News Writer
benn@valcomnews.com

A lot of things seem to be taking 
the “green” approach these days. But 
this movement seems to have only 
started in the last few years as far as 
cars and other machinery are con-
cerned. One Sacramento club, how-
ever, has been advocating the green 
motto for 25 years in the form of gar-
dening.

!e Organic Gardening Club of 
Sacramento County is a non-profit 
organization founded in 1985, in the 
absolute infancy of the movement. 

“Nobody really knew much about 
it at the time,” club president Barba-
ra Schulte said. “But now I think a lot 
more people are going organic.”

!e club meets on the first Friday 
of each month at Carmichael Park, 
5750 Grant Ave. in Sacramento. !e 
meetings are open to the public and 
one of the goals of the club is to edu-
cate people about the benefits of or-
ganic gardening rather than just how 
to do it.

“It is absolutely the healthiest way 
to grow food both for the environ-
ment and for people,” Schulte said. “It 
is very important to grow without pes-
ticides and trying to make the health-
iest soil possible.”

Healthy soil doesn’t just aid in the 
growing of different fruits and vegeta-
bles, it also acts as a nature-made in-
sect repellent, according to Schulte.

“If the soil is healthy it keeps away 
the harmful insects,” she said.

!ere is a misconception that going 
organic is a difficult thing to do that 
leads to much more work being done 
by the gardener; Schulte described 
why that’s simply not the case.

“It’s absolutely easy to do,” she 
said. “You can make it difficult if 

you want to, but you certainly don’t 
have to. Most nurseries have organ-
ic products and staff that can an-
swer any questions you have about 
it.”

As with anything else, there are 
levels of difficulty depending on how 
far you want to get into it. Schul-
te spoke of the organic growing of 
flowers and plants that can actual-
ly attract beneficial insects to an or-
ganic garden, which could greatly 
aid growing.

She also believes that the word is 
getting out about the benefits of or-
ganic gardening, partly thanks to 
groups like hers.

“I think it has become more com-
mon recently,” she said. “!ere are 
many articles out about the differ-
ent ways to become an organic grow-
er. People are beginning to realize that 
it isn’t complicated and our programs 
teach them what to do. People are re-
ally starting to learn that it’s a healthy 
way to grow.”

!e group welcomes new mem-
bers, but Schulte asks that people at-
tend a couple of the monthly meet-
ings before deciding whether to join. 
!e meetings are open to the pub-
lic and are a good way to introduce 
yourself to the concept of going or-
ganic.

She also said that the Fair Oaks 
Horticulture Center has an organic 
exhibit that could be helpful for inter-
ested parties. 

The March meeting (which will 
take place on March 5) will welcome 
master gardener Mary Ose, who will 
talk about spring gardening prepa-
ration.

!ose interested in becoming a 
member can contact the club at (916) 
635-6724.

Good things grow at county organic gardening club

Photo by kafka4prez via Flickr.com
Healthy soil doesn’t just aid in the growing of different fruits and vegetables, it also acts as a nature-
made insect repellent, according to Organic Gardening Club of Sacramento County president Barbara 
Schulte.
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Queens of the Kings’ court

Local Jazzercise group 
dances for charity

On Jan. 30, members of the local Jazzercise Center, locat-
ed at 5962 South Land Park Dr., participated in the Sac-
ramento Kings’ halftime show, performing for the crowd 
to raise funds for the Make a Wish Foundation. A num-
ber of regional Jazzercise centers contributed members and 
monies, but the Land Park-Pocket center had the largest 
representation (pictured): out of the 136 participants, 19 
were from Land Park Jazzercise (17 students and two in-
structors). Overall, the Jazzercise Centers raised (to date) 
$17,000 for the Make a Wish Foundation. For more infor-
mation on Jazzercise, visit www.jazzercise.com.
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Special to !e Pocket News 

Exactly one year from the Feb-
ruary 2009 groundbreaking for 
Tall Wonders, the Sacramento 
Zoo is proud to announce the 
facility is now open.

For the very first time, visitors 
will be eye to eye with Val, Skye 
and Goody, the stately residents 
of the 1,100 square foot raised 

‘Tall Wonders’ giraffe exhibit now open at Sacramento Zoo
deck – a brand new exhibit for 
the Sacramento Zoo. !e ele-
vated platform also provides a 
magnificent view into the neigh-
boring zebra and ostrich area.

!e state-of-the-art block 
barn (yes, it’s heated) provides 
warm nights for the three gi-
raffes, while the expanded 
grounds allow for leisurely gi-
raffe-size strolls during the day.

With the finishing touches 
almost completed, zoo staff is 
grateful for the community’s 
support and commitment to 
the project. !ey are just dol-
lars away from reaching the $2 
million goal. !e Sacramen-
to Zoological Society is 100 
percent committed to provid-
ing the best possible care and 
facilities for the zoo’s animals. 

With continued communi-
ty support, they will improve 
and enrich the zoo for future 
generations.

About the Sacramento Zoo
Open since 1927, the Sac-

ramento Zoo is home to over 
140 native, rare and endan-
gered species and is one of 
over 200 accredited institu-
tions of the Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums. Lo-
cated near the corner of 
Land Park Drive and Sutter-
ville Road in William Land 

Park, the Zoo is wholly man-
aged by the non-profit Sac-
ramento Zoological Society. 
!is Sacramento treasure in-
spires conservation aware-
ness through education and 
recreation. Open daily from 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm, gener-
al admission is $11.00; chil-
dren ages 3-12 are $7.00 and 
two and under are admitted 
free. Parking is free through-
out the park or ride Regional 
Transit bus No. 6. For infor-
mation, call 916-808-5888 or 
visit saczoo.com.



27www.valcomnews.com  •  February 18, 2010  •  The Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Got News?
e-mail ryanrose@valcomnews.com




