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Got 
News?
e-mail ryanrose@valcomnews.com

Neglected Pools 
Produce Mosquitoes.

RePoRt theM!
Call 1(800) 429-1022 

or visit www.FIGhttheBIte.net
Fight
the Bite!
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Photo courtesy of Barbara Tracy 
Making a difference in the local community, these representatives of area nonprofit groups received over $19,000 from the 
Rotary Club of South Sacramento to go out and do good for others. Left to right, Donna Wood, Ed Daniels, Bernice O’Neil, 
Phil Sherwood, Elnora Woods, Gay Ritner, Megan Perry, Patti Shaw, Liz Long, Angela Adams, Gus Guichard. Seated, Inez 
Whitlow, Frank Cook. 

By SUSAN LAIRD 
Pocket News Writer
susan@valcomnews.com

A small group of local business men 
and women gave over $19,000 local non-
profits that serve the community on May 
10. 

Some 20 community organizations re-
ceived checks from the 39 members of the 
Rotary Club of South Sacramento, at the 
group’s weekly meeting at the Casa Garden 
Restaurant. The donations reflected just a 
portion of the funds given out by the gener-
ous club, which is firmly committed to Ro-
tary International’s slogan “Service Above 
Self.” 

“This is nothing new,” said Frank Cook, 
president of the Rotary Club of South Sac-
ramento. “Serving others and stepping up 
when there is a need, this is the basis for our 
society.” 

Rotary International is a volunteer service 
organization with 33,000 clubs in over 200 
countries and geographical areas. It initiates 
humanitarian projects that address today’s 
challenges affecting the world today, such as 
hunger, poverty and illiteracy. 

Rotary club members represent a 
cross-section of  business and profes-
sional leaders around the world. These 

South Sacramento Rotarians give 
back large to community 

See Rotary, page 12

Pocket Parking Lot sale
Sacramento Emblem Club No. 539 is affiliated with the 

Sacramento Elks Lodge No. 6. Just like the Elks, the wom-
en of the Emblem Club are very community-minded. The 
next community event planned by the Emblem members 
is the Parking Lot Sale at the Elks Lodge, 6446 Riverside 
Boulevard, on Saturday, May 22, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. For 
more information, call (916) 714-1301.
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG 
Pocket News Writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Back in the days when the 
Riverside-Pocket area was con-
sidered “out in the country” to 
the city folks of Sacramento, 
this area was heavily populat-
ed by first- and second-gener-
ation Portuguese people, who 
operated their own local busi-
nesses. And among the most 
important of these businesses 
were early grocery stores.

Despite the large number of 
Portuguese living in this area 
during this time, Riverside’s 
first full grocery store (an ear-
lier, smaller store was located 
at the current site of The Trap 
at 6125 Riverside Blvd.), Con-
ley’s Riverside Cash Store, on 
Riverside Road – now River-
side Boulevard – was originally 
owned by an Irish man, named 
Charles “Charlie” Conley.

Conley, who in about the ear-
ly 1900s opened his business, 
which was a general merchan-
dise store, which included gro-
ceries, operated the store with 
his wife, Nanny.

Although very limited infor-
mation about the couple, who 
had no children, is known to-
day, Riverside native Alice Da 
Rosa, 94, whose father Anto-
nio Da Rosa purchased Con-
ley’s store in about 1912, said 

that she remembers seeing 
Conley many times during her 
childhood.

“Mr. Conley was an Irish man 
and his wife was also Irish,” Al-
ice said. “He lived on Riverside 
Road. He was a nice person. 
He was about 80, I guess, when 
I was just a kid.”

Alice said that although she 
does not know the circum-
stances in which Conley met 
her father, she described her fa-
ther’s relationship with Conley 
as “very close.”

“My dad was like a son to 
him,” Alice said. “You see, they 
were very, very close. He de-
pended on my father for a lot 
of things. I wish I knew how 
they ever met and how they 
ever got together (in business). 
That’s the puzzle in the system. 
But they knew each other for a 
long, long time and oh, good-
ness knows when that was.”

The father-son-like relation-
ship between Conley and An-
tonio was so strong that Con-
ley invited the Da Rosa family 
to live with him.

Alice said that Conley’s res-
idence was later the birthplace 
of her brothers.

“I had three brothers and the 
three brothers were all born in 
Mr. Conley’s house,” Alice said. 
“My oldest brother (Elmer) 
was the first to be born in Mr. 

Conley’s house and he was the 
apple of his eye. Oh, he was. He 
really was. We girls were born 
in the house that my dad had 
built on this property (on Riv-
erside Boulevard), where I live 
now.”

From Conley to Da Rosa
After purchasing Conley’s 

Riverside Cash Store, Antonio 
operated the business for about 
the following three years.

In 1915, Antonio, who was 
born in the Portuguese, Azorean 
island of Pico on May 30, 1882, 

purchased property on the levee 
side of Riverside Road, about 
a mile from the Conley store, 
which stood just south of the 
then-new Sutter School.

It was on this property that 
he had a new store built for 
him that he called Riverside 
Grocery.

The store also originally in-
cluded a saloon, a gasoline 
pump and a barbershop. The 
barbershop, however, was a 
very short-lived endeavor.

Alice said that besides during 
her father’s early years in the 

grocery business, when he had 
assistance from several oth-
ers from within the communi-
ty, his involvement in this field 
was a family affair.

“Working in the store was a 
family thing,” Alice said. “I grew 
up with it and it was just a way 
of life for us. All my brothers and 
sisters and my mother (Maria) 
worked in the store. My moth-
er had six of us to raise, so she 
was a pretty busy person. As for 
myself, I would have rather been 
playing with jacks and marbles 
and things like that, but I didn’t 
mind working in the store, be-
cause I used to like helping my 
father. And my father needed us 
to handle many of the (duties) 
in the store.”

Alice said that she kept busy 
in the store doing a variety 
of work, including wrapping 
merchandise for customers.

“I would do the things that 
I could handle,” Alice said. “I 
was pretty young back then.”

A special family business
Pocket native Dolores (Silva) 

Greenslate, 85, said that she re-
members both Riverside Gro-
cery and the former Conley’s 
Riverside Cash Store building, 
which she never saw as a grocery 
store, since by the time of her 
childhood, it had already been 
converted into a bar that did not 
permit access to children.

“My parents would shop 
at the Da Rosa’s store, but the 
thing I remember the most 
about going to the grocery store 

Know your neighbor
Da Rosa stores played essential role in early days of Riverside-Pocket area 

Photo courtesy of PHCS
Antonio Da Rosa (far left with arms folded) stands on the porch of his then-
newly-acquired business, Conley’s Riverside Cash Store, which he purchased from 
Charles Conley in about 1912.

Photo courtesy of PHCS
Francis Da Rosa, one of the three 
sons of Antonio Da Rosa, stands 
near Riverside Grocery in this 1930s 
photograph.

See Da Rosa, page 7
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is that we all had to walk home 
from (Sutter School) and if you 
ever found a penny or had any 
money at all, you had to make 
up your mind whether you 
wanted to go to Conley’s (as it 
was still referred to at this time 
despite having a different name) 
or the Da Rosa’s grocery store,” 
Greenslate said.

Greenslate, who attend-
ed Sutter School with some 
of the Da Rosa children and 
walked to and from the school 
with a group of children, said 
that although Conley’s was no 
longer a grocery store during 
her school years, it did carry a 
small supply of candy for sale.

“Conley’s had a window that 
came down and you tapped on 
that window,” Greenslate said. 
“It was one of those (windows) 
that you unfastened from the 
inside and it came down and 
formed like a little ledge and they 
could serve things out of there. 
Well, you had to make up your 
mind if you wanted an all day 
sucker or if you wanted bubble 
gum. At Conley’s, you could get 
that real good bubble gum. Oth-
erwise, you walked clear down 
to Da Rosa’s grocery store, fur-
ther down the road, and they 
had those all-day suckers. They 
had a big jar on the edge of the 
counter, near the door, and they 
had these suckers in all these dif-
ferent colors. So, you picked out 
the color that you wanted and I 
always picked out the raspberry 
one, because it had more flavor, I 
thought. You could buy one for 
a penny.

“The thing was Conley’s was 
about a half a block south of 
the school, so if you went there, 
you could chew gum all the 
way home. But if I bought an 

all-day sucker from the Da Ro-
sas’ store, which was only about 
a block away from my house, 
my brother would probably 
want something, too, and then 
there would be a fight. So, a lot 
of times I would get the bubble 
gum. Plus, it was the best tast-
ing bubble gum and you could 
blow bubbles all the way home, 
which was about a 30-minute 
walk, since we were in no hurry 
to get home after school.”

The local market
Riverside Grocery made a 

great impression on the com-
munity due to its services, 
which extended well beyond 
selling such things as grocer-
ies and general merchandise.

Antonio, who worked for 
the Southern Pacific Railroad 
in Sacramento during the early 
1900s and later worked on the 
steamship Apache on the Sac-
ramento River, then developed 
a three-acre peach orchard 
and sold wholesale fruit to be 
shipped back East, was known 
for his kind demeanor.

Since the then-rural River-
side-Pocket area was an agricul-
tural community with farmers 
who relied on seasonal incomes, 
Antonio allowed some local 
farmers to run tabs for many 
months until produce from 
their farmlands could produce 
sufficient funds to cover their 
outstanding bills at the store.

Antonio was also known 
to assist Japanese of the area 
in obtaining their citizenship 
papers and drivers’ licenses.

Additionally, Antonio, who 
was later a member of the recla-
mation board during Gov. Cul-
bert Olson’s time in office and was 
a member of the Sutter School 

board of trustees, supplied grocer-
ies free-of-charge to various needy 
families in the Riverside-Pocket 
area during the Depression.

An end of an era occurred 
in 1948, when Antonio retired 
from the grocery business.

Although Antonio no longer 
worked in this field and passed 
away 20 years later, Greenslate 
said that he left a strong lega-
cy in the Riverside-Pocket area 
through Riverside Grocery.

“(Riverside Grocery) served 
the people of Riverside and 

Pocket well, because other-
wise, we would have had to 
travel clear to (Sacramento) 
for all the necessary things we 
needed from the ordinary gro-
cery store,” Greenslate said. “It 
filled the last void of what we 
were lacking in the communi-
ty, because we had a gas station, 
we had a church and we had 
schools. So, (the store) was very 
important and appreciated, be-
cause it completed the circle 
of businesses of the Riverside-
Pocket, Portuguese area.”

Photo courtesy of PHCS
Shown clockwise, left to right, in this 1925 photograph are the children of 
Antonio and Maria Da Rosa: Francis, Alice, Irvin, Elmer, Marie (baby) and Elvira 
(sitting, front left).

Da Rosa: ‘It completed the circle of businesses 
of the Riverside-Pocket, Portuguese area’
Continued from page 6
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Residential Care Facility
for the Elderly now accepting 

applications for residents.
Let us care for your loved ones.

Woods Retreat

elderly care

Owner-operated (916) 421-5845

State Lic #340306720

dOcument prep ServiceS

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

10% off SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

heLp at hOme

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

five Star Skilled nurSing

SeniOr pLacementloving companionS

4050 Walnut Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

aegis of carmichael

aSSiSted living/memory care

(916) 972-1313
Lic #347001686

www.aegisliving.com

We’re the people who 
make life better.

By LANCE ARMSTRONG 
Pocket News Writer
lance@valcomnews.com

A very special event oc-
curred earlier this month, 
as members of the commu-
nity and others gathered to 
pay tribute to the Crock-
er Art Museum, which was 
celebrating the anniversa-
ry of its public opening on 
May 6, 1885.

The half-day, May 8 gath-
ering, which began at noon 
and was attended by people 
of various ages from through-
out the region, demonstrated 
the importance of the muse-
um, which was the West’s first 
public art gallery.

The day’s many attractions 
and activities were highlight-
ed by the cutting of several 
125th birthday cakes and the 
singing of the song, “Happy 
Birthday.” The song, which 
was sung by attendees of the 
event at a very timely 1:25 
p.m., was led by young per-
formers of Folklorico Latino 
de Woodland and James Bar-
rera, a trick roper and sto-
ryteller, who also conducts 
youth workshops, enrich-
ment programs and other ac-
tivities.

The aforementioned per-
formers were among a line-

up of entertainers, who also 
included banjoist, Gordy 
Ohliger.

Other activities of the 
event, which cost guests 
$1.25 to attend, includ-
ed opportunities to share 
memories about the Crock-
er on video, story times by 
the Sacramento Public Li-
brary and docent-led archi-
tectural tours.

Seeing the inside
The architectural tours 

featured historical presenta-
tions regarding the Crocker 
mansion, which E.B. Crock-
er purchased from the pi-
oneer Sacramento banker 
B.F. Hastings at 3rd and O 
streets in 1868 and the mu-
seum structure, which was 
built on the same property 
four years later.

Tour participants also 
viewed and learned about the 
newest addition to the Crock-
er, the $100 million, 125,000-
square-foot classic, contempo-
rary designed structure to the 
west of the original Crocker 
buildings.

Although these tours of the 
new addition were solely ex-
terior tours, the docent-led 
journeys around three sides 
of the structure presented 
opportunities for many peo-

ple to gain a more thorough 
understanding and apprecia-
tion for the building, which is 
scheduled to open on Sunday, 
October 10.

Docent Neil Maclean, who 
led the 12:15 p.m. tour, said 
that much credit for the mu-
seum’s addition should be giv-
en to Lial Jones, the museum’s 
director.

“( Jones) came here about 
six or seven years ago and she 
was able to raise somewhere 
between $60 (million) to $70 
million in private donations,” 
Maclean said. “And this is not 
a big town without a lot of 
corporations. So, she deserves 
a lot of credit for going out in 
the community and talking 
about (the project) and rais-

ing money. Although the city 
has put up a certain amount 
of money, most of it (came 
from) private donations.”

A moment of significance
Kathleen Richards, mar-

keting communications coor-
dinator for the Crocker, said 

An event of special significance

Crocker Art Museum celebrates 125th anniversary

Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
Crocker Art Museum docent Neil Maclean conducts an architectural tour during the museum’s 125th anniversary event 
earlier this month.

See Crocker, page 9
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J a n e y  Wa y  M e m o r i e s

Jim Ducray: 
A story of 
redemption

By MARTY RELLES
Pocket News Columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

The Ducray Family lived across the street 
from our house on Janey Way: Justin Du-

cray, his wife Alice and their six children: Joan, Bill, Jim, Jen-
nifer, John and Mary Kay. The two older boys, Bill and Jim, 
were fierce sibling rivals. They fought regularly. These were 
not the pushing and shoving kind of fights brothers some-
times have, but knock down drag-out fights that resulted in 
cuts, bloodied noses and black eyes. They were tough kids. 

Jim seemed the wilder of the two boys and got into trou-
ble early. His parents separated, then divorced during his 
mid-teens and that seemed to really throw him off. At age 
15, he and two other boys took a car and went on a joy 
ride. The police apprehended them and Jim landed in ju-
venile court. The juvenile judge sensed he needed some su-
pervision and placed him in the Sacramento Boys Ranch, 
a minimum-security facility that featured a working ranch 
where boys mucked stalls, fed animals and tended a gar-
den. Jim seemed to prosper in this environment. He re-
turned home six months later and seemed a changed per-
son. However, his troubles were not over.

A few weeks before his 18th birthday, he stole a second 
car on the way to a job interview. Again, the police caught 
him and placed him in the Juvenile Hall. After release on 
his own recognizance, he went immediately to an army re-
cruiter and enlisted. Somewhere on his way to basic train-
ing, the court system found out he enlisted and dropped 
the charges. Jim served two years in the army, including a 
tour of duty in Viet Nam. In 1968, he received his honor-
able discharge from the army and returned home.

After returning home, Jim had trouble adjusting. He en-
rolled at Sacramento City College, but soon dropped out. 
Then he took a job selling jewelry door-to-door. He soon 
found trouble yet again, when he tried to sell a small amount 
of marijuana to one of his customers who turned out to be 
an off-duty cop. This landed him in jail yet another time. 
This time he pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge of sell-
ing a controlled substance and spent six months at Sacra-
mento County’s Rio Cosumnes Correctional Facility. 

That time in incarceration changed Jim’s life path. After 
his release, he enrolled at Sacramento State University and 
four years later attained a bachelor’s degree in Psychology. 
Following graduation, he went to work for the California 
Youth Authority as a youth counselor. Unfortunately, this 
career ended early when a youth gang member threatened 
his life. Subsequently, Jim returned to Sacramento State 
and completed work on a master’s degree in counseling, 
then began a long and successful career as a crisis counsel-
or for Amador County. 

After his career with the county, he started a private 
practice as a marriage and family counselor in Jackson. He 
has come full circle from run-ins with the law to counsel-
ing families and troubled youths. Jim lives with his wife 
and nephew in a beautiful Sierra foothills home he had 
built near Jackson. His story is truly one of redemption. It 
is proof positive that with the right kind of support, and 
friendships like the ones built on Janey Way, a young per-
son can turn his life around and achieve success.

that celebrating the 125th 
anniversary of the Crocker is 
a very significant moment in 
the museum’s history.

“I think the fact that the 
Crocker has been Sacramen-
to’s art museum for 125 years 
is huge,” Richards said. “The 
Crocker was founded as a 
museum at a time when the 
Met in New York was being 
founded and a bunch of oth-
er major museums had been 
founded. And the fact that 
(the Crocker) is really right at 
the forefront, I think is a real-
ly neat thing for Sacramento.”

As a longtime attrac-
tion of the capital city, the 
Crocker has built a continu-
ously expanding reputation 
throughout the community.

Among the local residents 
who attended the event and 
expressed their appreciation 
for the Crocker was Fran 
Jaksich, who first visited the 
museum when it was about 
63 years old.

“I was 19 years old when 
I moved to Sacramento (in 
1938) and I first came to 
the Crocker about 10 years 
later,” Jaksich said. “It was 
quite a different place back 
then. There weren’t near-
ly as many objects around 
to be seen, like the artwork 
and the extra pieces, like the 
china. Oh, my goodness, it’s 
overwhelming to see what 
they have inside here now 
and what they’ve collected. 
It’s definitely overwhelming, 
but I always enjoyed art, so 
it’s nice to see what they’ve 
done. I’m just thankful to be 
here, plus it’s a beautiful day, 
so I couldn’t complain.”

Richards added that she 
believes that the museum’s 
founders, E.B. and Margaret 
Crocker, would be quite proud 
of the Crocker’s growth.

And commenting about 
the Crocker’s new addition, 
which will triple the size of 
the museum, Richards said 
that she believes that the 
Crockers would be especial-
ly proud of the structure.

“(The Crockers) goal was 
really to make the Crocker 
a center for culture in Sac-
ramento and in the region,” 
Richards said. “So, I think 
they would be really excit-
ed that the new building is 

going to fulfill their mission 
in bringing more art to the 
region.”

Richards added that since 
the museum included a 
school of design during its 
early years, it is fulfilling to 
know that the Crockers’ de-
sire to foster education will 
be continued with three stu-
dio art classes for all ages that 
will be held throughout each 
year in the new building.

Celebrating the arts
In hosting its 125th anni-

versary, the Crocker, which 
was originally known as the 
E.B. Crocker Art Gallery, 
continued its longtime tra-
dition of celebrating its ex-
istence in the capital city.

Although Crocker officials 
invited guests of last week-
end’s event to “party like (it 
was) 1885,” it would be dif-
ficult to exceed the party 
thrown in celebration of Mar-
garet Crocker’s gifting of the 
museum to the city of Sacra-
mento and the California Mu-
seum Association “in trust for 
the public.”

The all-day, 1885 gathering 
– a floral festival at the State 
Agricultural Society’s pavil-
ion that was located near the 
state Capitol, was described 
by the Sacramento Daily Re-
cord-Union as an event that 
surpassed “any demonstration 
ever made in honor of a pri-
vate citizen.”

A wide variety of elaborate 
floral displays highlighted 
the day’s event, which was at-
tended by a roughly estimat-
ed 12,000 to 20,000 people. 
The Record Union, however, 
noted that “competent judg-
es” narrowed down the atten-
dance estimate to 15,000 to 
17,000 people.

During the daytime por-
tion of the event, an impres-
sive display of appreciation 
was made by about 3,000 
children, who deposited floral 
offerings at the feet of Marga-
ret Crocker.

Several hours later, during 
the evening, Margaret Crock-
er stood before a large crowd 
of onlookers at the pavilion 
and officially donated the mu-
seum.

After handing Mayor John 
Q. Brown the key to the muse-

um, Margaret Crocker, whose 
husband had passed away a 
decade earlier, said, “Mayor 
Brown: In the midst of this 
sweet atmosphere of love and 
fragrance and upon this oc-
casion – one of the happiest 
days of my life – it affords me 
great pleasure to make a for-
mal delivery to you of the E.B. 
Crocker Art Gallery.”

In honor of the Crocker’s 
centennial, a weeklong cele-
bration was held from May 
18-25, 1985 and drew about 
30,000 visitors to the muse-
um.

Last weekend’s 125th an-
niversary gathering was a 
continuation of the city’s 
showing of appreciation for 
Margaret Crocker’s gener-
ous donation, as well as a 
celebration of the much an-
ticipated new addition of 
the museum.

Extending an invitation 
for the community to attend 
the opening of this new ad-
dition, Richards said, “We 
hope it’s on everyone’s cal-
endar and that they made 
plans to come down on 
10-10-10 (November 10, 
2010). We’ve had the hours 
(10 a.m. to 10 p.m.) set for a 
long period of time, so that 
people can space out their 
visit and come whatever 
time works best for them.”

Visiting Crocker Art
The Crocker Art Muse-

um, which is located at 216 
O St., is open Tuesdays 
through Sundays, from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., except on 
the first and third Thurs-
days of every month, when 
the museum is open until 
9 p.m.

Admission is $6/adults, 
$4/seniors, $3/students 
with valid IDs, and free/
museum members, children, 
6 years old and younger, and 
all guests on Sundays.

In preparation for the 
opening of the Crocker’s 
new addition, the museum 
will be closed to the public 
from June 7 through Oct. 9.

For additional informa-
tion about the Crocker Art 
Museum, call (916) 808-
7000 or visit the Web site 
www.crockerartmuseum.
org.

Crocker: ‘The new building is going to 
fulfill their mission’
Continued from page 8
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Faces and places

Children’s Day 
Celebration

Matsuyama Elementary School’s Children’s Day Cel-
ebration was held in Eileen Ikeda’s first-grade class 
on Friday, May 7. Students at the Pocket elementa-
ry school spent the morning decorating Japanese hapi 
coats, making Japanese food, crafts, and doing Japa-
nese obon dancing. See more photos online at www.
valcomnews.com.

Pictures by Pocket News photographer Stephen Crowley.
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1.2 million men and 
women donate their ex-
pertise, time, and funds 
to support local and in-
ternational projects that 
help people in need and 
promote understand-
ing among cultures. The 
South Sacramento club 
is one of  some 40 Rota-
ry clubs in the Sacramen-
to region. 

The South Sacramento 
Rotarians worked hard 
during the past  year  to 
raise  funds to benef it 
those in need in the lo-
cal  community, the re-
g ion and the world . They 
sweltered in the summer 
sun, sel l ing f ireworks. 
They put on an annu-
al  crab feed and a  golf 
tournament, and per-
formed numerous other 
fundraising tasks with 
joyful  and hope-f i l led 
hearts . 

“Our club responded 
with great generosity to 
needs around the world 
and locally,” said Kry-
sia Falltrick , a member 
of  the club. “ In only one 
meeting, over $1,000 was 
raised to be donated to 
Shelter Box Internation-
al. Each box supplies up 
to 10 people with a tent 
and essential supplies to 
use in a disaster. I am so 
proud to be a member of 
this club.” 

Rotary ’s  f lagship pro-
gram is  i ts  effort  to pro-
tect  chi ldren against 
pol io. It  a ims to erad-
icate  the disease  from 
the world . Another in-
ternational  effort  i s  the 
Wheelchair  Founda-
tion. The South Sacra-
mento group contribut-
ed to these international 
efforts  a lso. In partner-
ship with other  clubs 

in the area , the Rotari-
ans wi l l  distribute 1,120 
wheelchairs  next  year  in 
San Jose, Costa Rica . 

Local  groups receiv -
ing funds included: the 
Boy Scouts  of  America , 
the Camel l ia  Sympho-
ny Orchestra , Chicks 
in Crisis  Inc. , the Fos-
ter  Youth Speech Con-
test  (National  Coal it ion 
of  100 Black Women 
Inc.) , the Girl  Scouts 
of  America , Loaves  and 
Fishes , Luther Bur-
bank High School , Mor-
al  Values , NorCal  Camp 
Grizzly, Project  Night 
Night , Rosemont Ro-
botics  Club, Sacramento 
City Col lege, the Sacra-
mento Recovery House, 
St . John’s  Shelter, SSIP 
Emergency Food Clos-
et , Toys for  the Troops’ 
Kids , YMCA and VSA 
Arts . 

All requests for grants 
from the Rotary Club of 
South Sacramento re-
ceived consideration, 
including one from a 
student. Megan Per-
ry, a junior at Christian 
Brothers High School, 
received a grant to pro-
vide canvas bags for Proj-
ect Night Night. 

“ Project Night Night 
in San Francisco collects 
stuffed animals and blan-
kets in canvas bags for 
homeless children,” Per-
ry said . “ This gives them 
something concrete and 
stable to hang onto while 
they are in a very unsta-
ble situation.” 

Each gift will  help to 
fuel efforts to improve 
conditions for every resi-
dent in the local area and 
the region at large. 

“As there are more and 
more cutbacks in edu-
cation, it is harder and 
harder for families with 
youngsters to experience 
a l ive concert,” said Gus 
Guichard, president of 
the Camellia Symphony 
Orchestra . “ In this econ-
omy, I understand why 
cuts are necessary. This 
donation, however, will 
allow us to continue our 
program to give kids and 
their parents an oppor-
tunity to go see a concert 
next year. Thank you.” 

“Chicks in Crisis serves 
teens and women who 
are pregnant,” said Inez 
Whitlow, founder and 
CEO of  that organiza-
tion. “ We provide free 
services to help babies. 
The people we serve are 
in dire straits. Chicks 
in Crisis reduces the 
number of  infants fac-
ing abandonment, foster 
care, abuse or even death. 
This money will  go far to 
help make a difference.” 

“ We will  be holding our 
first speech contest next 
week,” said Donna Wood, 
of  the National Coali-
tion of  100 Black Wom-
en. “ Thank you. We are a 
30-year-old organization 
dedicated to promoting 
leadership development 
and gender equity in the 
areas of  health, educa-
tion and economic em-
powerment.” 

“ Thank you for helping 
men to get off  the streets 
and deal with their issues 
of  alcoholism and drug 
dependency,” said Ed 
Daniels, representative 
of  the Sacramento Re-
covery House. “ This do-
nation will  get a kid off 
the streets and get him to 
turnaround his l ife.” 

VSA stands for Very 
Special Arts. The group 
pairs special education 
students with local art-
ists. VSA will  use the 
Rotary funds to contin-
ue to provide opportuni-
ties for these students in 
the visual and perform-
ing arts. 

“ Thank you from the 
kids who will  benefit 
from YMCA’s camp pro-
grams,” said Liz Long, di-
rector. “ These funds will 
send kids to local and 
resident camps.” 

The enthusiasm of  the 
recipients warmed the 
hearts of  the Rotarians, 
and served to inspire 
them to continue their 
efforts to give back to the 
community. It is some-
thing that Cook does not 
find surprising. 

“ The purpose of  Ro-
tary is to give service to 
others and thereby create 
momentum in those peo-
ple to pass that service 
on,” he said . “ Then it ’s a 
complete ‘pass it on’ en-
vironment.”

Rotary: ‘The purpose of Rotary is to give service to others,’ said Cook
Continued from page 5
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RIVERLAKE HALFPLEX
Spark l ing  ha l fp lex  home in  pr iva te  ga ted 
Br idgev iew in  River lake .  Lake  access  w/
picnic  tables  & boat  dock.  3  master  sui tes . 
One bed & ful l  bath downstairs .   New car-
pet  & fresh inter ior  paint .  Newer t i le  type 
r o o f .  S e e  w w w. 7 7 2 4 B e l l B r i d g e Wa y. c o m 
$339,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

BACKS TO SACRAMENTO RIVER
Quality Harris built home in quiet, highly desired location. 
4 bed single story w/ remote bedroom. Dual pane windows, 
large peaceful private yard. Sale includes two parcels (.47acres 
for both parcels). Some neighbors built boat docks within 
the last few yrs on the levy parcel. Buyer to consult w/city 
re-permit process & availability. Rare opportunity to own on 
the river.  See www.715ClipperWay.com $327,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

4215 Freeport Blvd.

454-5753

PERFECT INSIDE & OUT
Exceptional home w/tons of upgrades throughout. Spec-
tacular floor plan w/wonderful courtyard. Pretty landscaped 
yard. Huge Media/Bonus rm upstairs. Designer paint colors, 
beautiful tile, cherry cabinets, granite counters and so much 
more. Huge kitchen w/center island overlooking FR. Wow! 
See www.windermeredunnigan.com $ 419,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

Visit Our Web Site: www.windermeredunnigan.com

CUSTOM HALFPLEX
Custom Half Plex in Riverlake Dutra Bends upscale neighborhood. 
Walking distance to the Sacramento River, walk/jog walkway, Mar-
riott Park, Garcia Bend Park & boat launch. Plantation shutters, gas 
log fireplace. Hardwood floors in kit & breakfast area. 1 bedroom 
& full bath downstairs. Newer tile type roof. Inviting pool & spa 
in backyard. See www.7706RioBarcoWay.com $349,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

GREENHAVEN BEAUTY
Immaculate, Spacious, Single Story Home in Lovely Loca-
tion. Custom home with updated kitchen & baths, beautiful 
yards, newer central heat & air, fresh interior & exterior paint. 
Wonderful curb appeal - This home shows like a model. See 
www.924GreenstarWay.epropertysites.com $369,000

NANCY WEGGE 600-5458
LISA MARTIS 612-7548

DIDION SCHOOL DISTRICT
Beautiful updated 1 story home. Upgrades include new 
HVAC, flooring throughout, Kitchen appliances, and interior 
paint. Bathrooms remodeled with granite & new flooring. 
Other features include updated roof, spacious yard, wonderful 
floor plan & much more.  See www.6754ParkRivieraWay.
com $275,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

ONE STORY CONDO
Great location, interior end unit where the front door opens to 
greenbelt area. Well maintained single story with living room 
fireplace, private patio and 2-car attached garage. Comfortable 
and convenient; within easy walking distance of shopping and 
school. See www.440FlorinRd.view24hours.com $145,000

KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458
KATIE MCCRAW 747-4814

LARGE LOT WITH POOL
Spacious 4 bed, 2 bath home on large lot. Completely remod-
eled in 2008. Hdwd floors, kitchen w/ granite countertops & 
beautiful wood cabinets. High ceilings in LR & DR w/lots 
of light. Spacious master ste & FR w/ cozy fp. Quiet cul-
de-sac off Riverside Blvd.  See www.7064RiversideBlvd.
view24hours.com $415,000

LIBBY LABELLA NEIL 539-5881

CONVEINENT LOCATION
Immaculate charming 3br, 2 bath home in a nice 
neighborhood. Spacious living and family rooms. 
Updated kitchen and baths. New roof and partial dual 
pane windows. Wood floors. Covered patio & big tool 
shed. Nice size attic for extra room or storage. This is a 
wonderful home! See www. 5637johnsdr.view24hours.
com $175,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

CLEAN, CLEAN, CLEAN
With 4 bedrooms and 3 baths, there's plenty of room 
for the family that wants Land Park at an affordable 
price. Lovingly maintained by original owners, this 
home boasts hdwd flrs, a family room, CH&A plus a 
generous sized yard. See www.windermeredunnigan.
com $359,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555
CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483
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“Sign”
Language

“Sign”
Language

For over 35 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

2701 5th Avenue • $420,000
LArry eAsterLing • 849-9431

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ Low introductory coSt
★ Start anytime
★ Live cLaSSeS

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthLy caSh FLow
★ tenant Screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907“…For Fine older homes and 

quality newer homes”

JUST LISTED:

211 eAst Curtis Drive • $689,000 
LArry eAsterLing • 849-9431

1820 CommerCial Way
In the heart of Land Park sits this 
3br 1.5ba home. Updated kitchen 
with sep. breakfast nook area and 
finished basement that includes 
kitchen area and half bath.  Seller is 
in process of moving. $379,000
larry easterling • 849-9431

2605 Portola Way
Classic, Mediterranean style prop-
erty. Wonderful living space up-
stairs & down, 1 traditional, 1 con-
temporary, both unique. Kingsize 
backyrd & Spanish style crtyrd.I 
mpressive mature redwood trees 
front & back. $500,000 
James Walker • 607-0519

500 4th avenue
One of a kind custom gem. 
Tuscany design w/tall open arch-
ways. Dream kitchen cherry wood 
cabinets, 5 burner gas cook top, 
2 ovens, pantry, granite counter 
tops, island & desk. $769,000
viCkie hulbert • 444-9973

1233 beverly Way
Old Land Park Charmer. Sweet 2br with hardwood 
floors, central heat and air, and more. Put your own 
touches on this well located property. See for yourself. 
Usually open most weekends 1-4 or 2-5. $337,000
trey bonetti • 768-9360

1650 10th avenue
Classic 1 story w/Art Deco touches 
thruout. Exquisite home in desire-
able College Tract of Land Park. 
Master suite incls remodled bath 
w/limestone, dble sinks, dramatic 
mirrors & lighting. Patio off master 
for morning coffee. $590,000
mindy defenbaugh • 834-6202
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By ELIZABETH VALENTE
Pocket News Reporter
elizabeth@valcomnews.com

Editor’s note: Our newspaper is 
pleased to offer our readers complete 
profiles of the three candidates run-
ning for Sacramento County Sheriff. 
The interviews are printed in alpha-
betical order and are also available on-
line at www.valcomnews.com.

In the world of politics, the race for 
Sacramento County sheriff is not typ-
ically considered a hot one. But this 
year, with 57 years of law enforcement 
experience between them, three candi-
dates, Jim Cooper, Brett Daniels and 
Scott Jones, are vying for the position 
and the race is heating up. The current 
sheriff, John McGinness, is not seek-
ing re-election, and the Primary Elec-
tion is Tuesday, June 8.

Jim Cooper
jimcooperforsheriff.com

Having served 25 years as a depu-
ty sheriff in this county, Captain Jim 
Cooper, commander of the Sacramen-
to Valley Hi-Tech Crime’s Task Force, 
covers all the child pornography in-
vestigation for the region. The Cordo-
va High School graduate is also the 
taskforce commander for the depart-
ment that deals with identity theft 
investigations and forensics for cell 
phones and computers. As if that was 
not enough, he is in his third term as 
an Elk Grove city councilman, having 
already been mayor of the city twice. 

Born in France but raised in Sacra-
mento County after his father retired 
from the Air Force, Cooper put him-
self through college, receiving a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Organizational Lead-
ership from Saint Mary’s. He then 
went to the FBI National Academy 
and has taken a number of leadership 
courses. All his education and train-
ing has led him to lead the narcotic 
and gang unit.

“I spent the first five years of my job 
buying drugs every night and arrest 
the guys who sold it to me,” said Coo-
per. “Since then, my team and I have 
worked all over California with sever-
al drug agencies to combat the state’s 
drug problems.”

Cooper is backed by organizations 
like the Sacramento County Depu-
ty Sheriff ’s Association, Former Sac-
ramento County Sheriff Lou Blanas, 
Sacramento County Law Enforce-
ment Managers’ Association, and the 
Sacramento Police Officers Associa-
tion. His campaign strategy is to help 
meet budget constraints by bringing 
in more revenue for the department.

“We need to be more self-sufficient 
and not rely on the County General 
Fund,” he said. 

Cooper wants to bring in more con-
tracts, like the Work/Release Divi-
sion.

“The inmates that pick up trash and 
do community work paid to be in that 
program,” said Cooper. “The program 
brought in at least 6 million (dollars) 
a year. Little league fields were cleaned 
up, trash was picked up in neighbor-
hoods – it was a win-win situation 
for the community. And though it 
brought in revenue, the administra-
tion cut the unit.”

Along with increasing more deputies 
in the department and appointing a 
committee to help review department 
audits and help devise solutions for the 
best use of department funds, Cooper 
also advocates an academic/athletic 
program to help troubled youth. 

“When I worked narcotics I saw 
teens that were abused, that never had 
a chance in life. I’ve always been com-
mitted to our youth,” said the father 
of three.

Despite all the political mud sling-
ing and accusations in this hotly 
fought election, Cooper said he wants 
voters to know he’s a man of action, 
not inaction.

“I will do everything I can to make 
our citizens safe,” he said. 

 
Bret Daniels
bretdanielsforsheriff.com

Bret Daniels is a former Sheriff ’s 
Department deputy and former Cit-
rus Heights city councilman. Cur-
rently, Daniels works as a safety di-
rector for a shopping mall. As to his 
experience, Daniels cites his 13 years 
in the department dealing directly 
with the public. 

“I’ve watched this department grow 
into a very bureaucratic, cop-heavy 
kind of function, as opposed to a law 
enforcement function,” he said. “I have 
more direct law enforcement experi-
ence then my two opponents com-
bined. They have spent little time in 
the patrol car responding to calls. I 
don’t think they grasp the full impor-
tance of patrol enforcement.” 

If elected Sacramento County Sher-
iff, the Citrus Heights native says he 
plans to move more officers from be-
hind the desk and onto the streets pa-
trolling more neighborhoods. 

“When you call 9-1-1, you don’t care 
that there is a taskforce for this and 
a taskforce for that, you care wheth-
er or not a cop is out there in time to 
help you,” Daniels said. “We especially 
need this done by the summer, when 
more calls come in.”

Like the other two candidates run-
ning with him, Daniels is also looking 
to downsize management ranks and 
explore cost-sharing efforts with oth-
er departments and organizations.

“The function of the Sheriff ’s De-
partment is to serve and protect the 
community. I’ll put more officers in 
the community and will work with 
non-profit organizations that want to 
help,” he said. “We need more neigh-
borhood watch and senior volunteer 
programs. Every little bit helps.”

This is Daniels’ fourth run for Sac-
ramento County Sheriff and says he 
does it because of the passion for law 
enforcement and Sacramento Coun-
ty.

“I want to ensure that people living 
in Sacramento County get the oppor-
tunity to live in a safe place,” Daniels 
said.

Daniels, a former mayor of Citrus 
Heights (he resigned from his posi-
tion before the term was over), plans 
to take a business approach in run-
ning the department. He admits he 
did not go to school for business, but 
rather studied criminal justice at a lo-
cal community college. 

“I went to the school of hard 
knocks,” laughed Daniels. “But seri-
ously, the past ten years working in 
the private sector has given me an in-
sight of how to approach the depart-
ment with a business perspective.”

Scott Jones
jones4sheriff.org

Captain Scott Jones, an Antioch 
resident, has been with the depart-
ment for 21 years. Before choosing a 
career in law enforcement, Jones stud-
ied at UC Davis to become a doctor. 
A few years later, he decided to change 
his major and pursue criminal justice 
at Sacramento State University. But 
the ambition didn’t stop there. While 
working in corrections as an officer, 
Jones went to law school at night.

“I was a lawyer by day and patrolled 
the mean streets of North Highlands 
at night,” Jones said.

His drive paid off. He currently 
serves as legal adviser and assistant to 

current Sacramento County Sheriff 
John McGinness.

“As a cop, we tend to be linear think-
ers, black and white, just the facts. The 
law degree gave me a whole different 
context on how to look at problems 
and situations. It has given me the 
ability to recognize the importance of 
perception,” he said.

But his career hasn’t always been a 
smooth ride. In 2004, Jones was sus-
pended from the department while 
federal investigators looked into a 
mishandling of a Treasury check. He 
was cleared of all charges.

“It was fully investigated by the U.S. 
Attorney and FBI and proven to be 
unfounded. I understand they had to 
investigate it,” he said. “I was exonerat-
ed, I had nothing to hide.”

With a strong support from his 
family and backers like Sheriff Mc-
Ginness, Sacramento Police Chief 
Rick Braziel, and former U.S. At-
torney McGregor Scott, Jones has 
since pushed forward and is focusing 
his effort on making the Sacramen-
to County Sheriff ’s Department an 
“open-book policy.”

“As commander of the Main Jail, 
the largest division in the Sheriff ’s 
Department, I instituted reforms 
that dramatically reduced the number 
of complaints, excessive force allega-
tions and costly lawsuits,” said Jones. 
“I opened up the jail for the first time 
to the media and the public.”

Along with opening the jail to me-
dia, examining the allegations of exces-
sive force and high suicide rates in the 
jail, and the ride-along program, Jones 
plans to take an innovating thinking 
and ethical leadership approach in his 
campaign for sheriff.

“We are custodians of the taxpayers’ 
dollars,” he said. “This department will 
have no secrets and be as transparent 
and open as possible.”

Like the other candidates, Jones also 
vows no advocacy for fees or taxes.

“As sheriff I’ll work to find alterna-
tive funding sources including federal 
and state grants, local ballot initiatives, 
and the expansion of enterprise-based 
services.”

Jim Cooper Bret Daniels Scott Jones

Know your candidate

Meet the three running for Sacramento County Sheriff 
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By CELIA GREEN
Pocket News Writer
reporter@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: The Pocket News is offer-
ing complete stories on the four candi-
dates running for City Council District 
7. The candidates, incumbent Rob-
bie Waters and challengers Ryan Chin, 
Darrell Fong and Diedre Hobart, are 
each profiled. The interviews are printed 
in alphabetical order and are also avail-
able online at www.valcomnews.com.

Ryan Chin
www.ryan-chin.com

What would 
cause a man with 
a full-time job, 
a wife and two 
sons, one in col-
lege, the other a 
toddler, to give 
up his precious 
free time to run 
for City Council 
District 7?

“I believe at 
this time in Sacramento, we need new 
ideas and strong leadership. And by 
strong leadership I mean we need 
somebody who’s going to make sure 
they’re focused in on solving the prob-
lems, not necessarily the person or 
the personality,” said District 7 City 
Council candidate Ryan Chin. “We 
need a new voice, a fresh voice.”

Chin believes he is that voice, and 
he is relatively new to the Pocket, hav-
ing lived here about two years after 
moving from McKinley Park. And for 
someone entering the waters of city 
politics for the first time, Chin has 
definite ideas about city government.

“I’m opposed to the strong-mayor 
initiative. One reason concerns two 
important advisory positions, the city 
treasurer and the city attorney. They 
give advice to the mayor, the coun-
cil and the city, advice you can trust. 
If they serve at the will of the may-
or, I worry it’s undue influence, there’s 
no longer that independence,” he said. 
“Another reason is the budget process. 
With a strong mayor, he writes the 
budget and proposes it to the council. 
The council has a set period of time to 
react (to the budget) and if they don’t 
react in time, the budget is accepted. 
That’s not a collaborative process. In 
my opinion, a true strong mayor does 
not need a strong-mayor initiative. He 
or she should be able to, as a leader, 
have the ability to bring people along, 
to build coalitions, to get his or her vi-
sions carried out.”

Chin sees safety as the biggest prob-
lem facing the Pocket.

“You know there’s something wrong 
when Captain Schiele (of the Sacra-

mento Police Department) has to do a 
reverse 9-1-1 call to remind residents 
to lock your doors, to lock your gates,” 
he said.

However, Chin believes more police 
is not the answer to increased crime 
rates.

“We will never enforce our way 
out of problems, you simply can’t put 
that many officers on the street,” said 
Chin. “I’m the Neighborhood Watch 
captain in my area. I know if you give 
your neighbors information about 
what’s happening with crime, crime 
tips and help them be organized, we 
can make our neighborhoods safe.”

Local business is also a great con-
cern to the Pocket for Chin.

“Mountain Mike’s, Conseulo’s Res-
taurant, the vacant Nugget building 
and so many other closed businesses. 
I have a business background; I got 
my MBA from UC Davis. I’ve worked 
at businesses large and small, from a 
start-up, a family business, to Wells 
Fargo and Hewlett-Packard. We can 
make incentives to support our local 
businesses. Midtown is a great model, 
with its Eat-the-Grid campaign. We 
can reward people for staying local,” 
he said.

“We need a different skill set,” Chin 
added. “I believe I can make a differ-
ence.”

Darrell Fong
www.darrellfong.org

After serv-
ing almost 30 
years in the 
S a c r a m e n -
to Police De-
partment, most 
people would 
relish their re-
tirement and 
do something 
“fun.” But Dar-
rell Fong would 
prefer to continue serving his fel-
low citizens and is running for City 
Council District 7, which includes 
the Pocket and Valley Hi.

“I care deeply about this city,” said 
Fong, “My roots are here – this is 
my home.”

And those roots go deep. Fong 
was not only born and raised in 
Sacramento, but is a third genera-
tion resident of the city, and for the 
past 28 years, Fong has lived in the 
Pocket.

“Probably 10 percent of (Sacra-
mento’s) cops live in the city. As a 
public servant, I believe you should 
live where you work. I made a con-
scious decision to live here. To 
know this city you have to live here 
a while,” he said.

“I’m too young to completely re-
tire (he’s 53 years old.). I’ve been 
a public servant all my life, and it’s 
hard to suddenly quit,” he added. 

And a servant he will be. If elect-
ed, Fong says he will not take a sal-
ary from the City Council until the 
city’s finances are in shape and the 
frontline workers receive a modest 
raise.

In his career with the Sacramen-
to Police Department, he start-
ed as a patrol officer and eventu-
ally worked his way up to captain. 
In between, he spent three years 
in Internal Affairs, six years in the 
gang unit, where he received death 
threats, and ten years as a detective. 
Along the way, he and his wife of 23 
years have raised three children.

“Quality of life issues are Sacra-
mento’s biggest concerns right now, 
and that encompasses safety, econ-
omy and jobs. We’re facing tough 
times,” Fong said. “Our revenue is 
simply not increasing enough to 
keep up with rising costs. There 
will be cuts in services, but (if elect-
ed) you’re going to be part of the 
process. I need input from the citi-
zens. You’ll know what’s going on in 
the city council.”

Fong’s resume and personality 
have impressed Sacramento polit-
icos, including Anne Rudin, who 
served as Sacramento mayor from 
1983 until 1992, and has publicly 
endorsed Fong.

“I’m very impressed with his knowl-
edge and understanding of what the 
job entails. He really understands 
what is wrong with our current city 
government,” Rudin said. “I believe 
Captain Fong will be able to do more 
for the city without having to go 
through a learning curve. His back-
ground makes him suitable to do this 
job making policy.”

While the “strong mayor” initia-
tive has been a hot issue in recent 
months, Fong opposes it for sever-
al reasons. 

“This initiative gives far too much 
control to the mayor. The city at-
torney should be a neutral position, 
but it won’t be if he answers directly 
to the mayor,” Fong said. “The may-
or would have too much control of 
the budget and would give the may-
or more authority than almost all 
mayors in the U.S. And when it was 
written, public input wasn’t asked 
for.”

And the Kings? Fong believes 
there are still too many unanswered 
questions surrounding a downtown 
arena for the city’s NBA team. 

“There’s a value in keeping the 
Kings here. They are a business 

and they do bring in money. Mov-
ing them downtown would have a 
value to the city, but at what cost?” 
Fong asked. “Whatever proposal is 
accepted still has a lot of ifs.”

Whatever the future brings, Fong 
is eager to meet the needs of a de-
veloping city.

“City Council is not a stepping 
stone for me. I just want to bring 
consensus to City Hall. I’ve got al-
most 30 years as a police officer – 
we’re used to conflict,” he said.

Diedre Hobart
www.diedrehobartcitycouncil.org

At a time when 
few young peo-
ple even bother 
to vote, it’s re-
freshing to find 
one who wants 
to make a differ-
ence – as a can-
didate. At age 
24, Diedre Ho-
bart is running 
for Sacramento 
City Council District 7, and against 
some very well known names.

“I know there’s a stigma against 
my age, but I’m hoping to change 
that. I’m not going to be intimidat-
ed,” said Hobart.

The election comes just weeks af-
ter she graduates from Sacramento 
State University with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in History.

“Eventually, I’d like to teach high 
school history and civics,” she said.

Hobart was born in Sacramen-
to, has lived in the Pocket for 20 
years, and graduated from Kenne-
dy High.

“I’m obsessed with politics. I grew 
up watching ‘Meet the Press’ and I 
was heartbroken when Tim Russert 
(the show’s longtime host) died,” 
she said.

“I’ve worked a lot of small jobs, Bel 
Air, Target, and for Parks and Rec, 
and I hear what everyday people are 
saying. People want change in their 
government. District 7 needs a new 
voice. Working for Parks and Rec 
(as a pool manager), I’ve seen how 
the City Council directly affects 
people’s lives,” Hobart said.

Her grassroots approach to pol-
itics is mirrored in her grassroots 
campaign.

“With the economy as it is, I don’t 
feel good about asking people to 
donate to my campaign. I go to as 
many events as I can. I go to barbe-
cues to talk to people, I knock on 
doors. I’ve spent a total of $140 of 

Know your candidate

Election 2010: Meet the candidates running for City Council District 7

City Council District 7 
candidate Ryan Chin.

City Council District 7 
candidate Darrell Fong.

City Council District 7 
candidate Diedre Hobart.

See Candidates, page 23
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my own money for signs,” explained 
Hobart.

And it’s the economy Hobart sees as 
Sacramento’s biggest problem. 

“City Council should advertise that 
there are good jobs here in Sacramen-
to. They should do all they can to at-
tract small businesses and fill those 
vacant buildings. Go out and tell peo-
ple how good our city, and the Pock-
et, is,” she said.

“We’re between a rock and a hard 
place,” Hobart said, referring to the 
current city budget. “I would hate 
to see either taxes raised or servic-
es cut. I’m very sympathetic to peo-
ple who use the city’s services. But if 
it means raising taxes to keep servic-
es, I personally would be willing to 
pay more.”

And because of the current fiscal 
situation, Hobart opposes the city 
paying for a new basketball arena.

“With so much focus on the are-
na, we’re not talking about other is-
sues. The Kings and the Maloofs 
should pay for this; the city should 
not fund any of it. It’s not a fiscally 
sound investment – it leaves a sour 
taste in people’s mouths,” she said.

And if she doesn’t win this elec-
tion? Hobart said, “I want to stay 
connected. This isn’t the last Dis-
trict 7 or Sacramento will hear from 
me.”

Robbie Waters
www.robbiewaters2010.com

It would be 
difficult to find 
anyone in the 
Pocket, maybe 
Sacramento, who 
doesn’t know the 
name “Robbie 
Waters.” He’s a 
politician, a busi-
ness owner, a col-
umnist, a former 
lawman, a hus-
band and a father. And on June 8, he 
is running for his fifth term as the city 
councilman representing District 7, 
which includes the Pocket.

“My tag line speaks for itself,” said 
Waters, “‘Experience that counts.’”

That experience began in 1958, 
when Waters became a member of 
the Sacramento Police Department. 
Throughout the years he worked in 
Homicide, Internal Affairs and Per-
sonnel training until 1982, when he 
was elected Sheriff of Sacramento 
County. But it was in 1994 that Wa-
ters started his first term on the City 
Council. 

“You have to know the area before 
you try to govern it,” he said.

And Waters, born and raised in 
Sacramento, knows the Pocket, hav-
ing lived here since 1969. It’s also the 

home of his business, Pocket Custom 
Framing. And since 1994, Waters has 
accomplished much.

“The day after I took office I started 
work on getting a library in the Pock-
et,” Waters said.

The new Robbie Waters Pocket-
Greenhaven Library is scheduled to 
open August 2010 and “it is just beau-
tiful,” according to Waters. 

In addition to his work with the li-
brary, Waters also points to other ac-
complishments during his tenure in 
office.

“We built sports fields off I-5, 
tennis courts at Garcia Park and 
the gymnasium at Didion School, 
and we were able to stop the state 
from placing intake valves on the 
river across from Garcia Bend,” he 
said

But with all this behind him, there is 
one more project Waters would like to 
see through – the Delta Shores shop-
ping center on I-5.

“It will be bigger than Arden Fair 
Mall, with high-end stores and movie 
theaters,” Waters said. (This shopping 
complex is being built in spite of all 
the vacancies in Pocket-area business-
es.) “It (Delta Shores) doesn’t compete 
with strip malls. The City Council can 
tell people we have to shop locally and 
help fill some of these vacancies, but 
if you’re going to buy a sport coat or a 

suit you have to go to Arden or West-
field Mall,” he added.

As a businessman, Waters under-
stands the impact a new arena would 
have on Sacramento. 

“The problem with Arco Arena is 
people drive in from, say, Roseville, 
and go home to eat in Roseville. A new 
arena downtown will (help) down-
town businesses. Taxpayers should 
pay nothing for this. The city should 
build infrastructure, gutters, water, 
and we’ll get good returns on proper-
ty and sales tax. It’s to our advantage 
to help out and not tax the people. It’s 
not just for the Maloofs or the Kings, 
but any business in the area,” he said.

“I feel my input is valuable to the 
City Council. I’m the only retired cop, 
the only Republican, the only busi-
ness owner,” said Waters, who has the 
endorsement of Sacramento Deputy 
Sheriffs and Police Officers. “I think 
the endorsements are huge.”

Concerning other political hot top-
ics, Waters opposes the strong-may-
or initiative. 

“I could not support the original 
concept, it gave one person too much 
authority,” he said.

At age 74, Waters said, “Four more 
years, then I’ll retire. My health is 
good, and so is my wife’s, so we’ll kick 
back, do some traveling. I’ve enjoyed 
every minute of it.”

City Council District 7 
incumbent Robbie Waters.

Candidates: Ryan Chin, Darrell Fong, Diedre Hobart, Robbie Waters
Continued from page 22
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PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

CARPET/ UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

COMPUTER SERVICES

BUILDING MATERIALS

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

B ATH & KITCHEN REMODEL

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CARPET 

CUSTOM CABINETS

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

FENCING

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable
Res. & Commercial work

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/Free Est.

Since 1960 in Sac area

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

Griffi n Construction
CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

CALL 444-0551

DON’T WAIT–BEAT THE HEAT!
Season Special

A/C Check-up–$85.00

REBATES/TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE/ ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS 

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 
 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

 LIC# 696355

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

FENCING
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WORK GUaRaNtEED / SENIOR DISCOUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

PLUMBING

  

office 442-7586 mobile 204-4090
Located on corner of 7th and Riverside Boulevard

25% Discount for all new customers with this ad, good until 07/31
(discount applies to labor only)

Water Heater   Disposal    Faucets
Sewer & Drain Cleaning/Video Camera Inspections

We sPeCiAliZe in
•Copper repipe •Sewer and water line replacements •Gas lines - installed

Full Service
Keith & Harry StaleyRiverside Plumbing 

 Lic# 338816 C-36 

handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RaIN GUttER CLEaNING
• ROtOtILLING/& SOD PLaCEMENt
• CONCREtE REMOVaL
• yaRD CLEaN-UP/HaULING
• PRESSURE WaSHING

SPECIaLS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING tHE aREa FOR OVER 10 yRS*

lic#128758/Ref

SPRING CLEAN-UP SPECIALS!

PaINtING

HaNDyMaN

POOL SERVICE

landscaping

FREEDOM
HaNDyMaN SERVICES

HaNDyMaN

no Job Too smAll!
Call Eric

(916) 470-3488

Free up your time from those 
pesky unwanted jobs!

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement!
–Plumbing – Carpentry – electrical
– yard Care – Hauling – sprinklers

Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

PLUMBING

LaNDSCaPING

HaNDyMaN SERVICEyour ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

yOUR SERVICES aRE NEEDED
CaLL Melissa tODay tO PLaCE yOUR aD

(916) 429-9901

Terra bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430 or 802-9897

LaNDSCaPING

• Full yard maintenance
• one time clean-up
• sprinkler repair

gardening maintenance
“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

ROOFING
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handyman
handyman SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call Steven 
at 230-2114.

tImE to CLEan thE guttERS!
gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, 
pressure washing/power spray, hauling, yard 
work,  painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-
up, fence repairs, light tree trimming, & more. 
Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247.  Specials for 
seniors. Licensed.

Land foR SaLE
Land foR SaLE
Want out of California? Two 1/2 – 4 1/2 acre 
parcels, Reno/Carson City area. $35-45,000 with 
easy terms. Call (530) 222-8205.

pERfEC t gIft!
pEt poRtRaItS
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

bookkEEpIng
#1 BOOkkEEPER
26 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & 
Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. 
Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820.. www.taxirene.info

ComputERS
got ComputER pRobLEmS?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits in 
the Pocket area. $35/hr. Outside the Pocket area, 
travel charge will apply. Problem not fixed? No pay! 
Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 296-7161

gaRdEnIng SERVICE
SpI gaRdEnIng SERVICE
Spring Clean-up Special! Complete yard mainte-
nance, monthly services OR one-time cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning, sprinkler repair, &  pressure 
washing. FREE estimates & senior discounts. 
Work done by owner. Lic# 631205. Call Bob (916) 
391-5234 or 212-5234.

Call Melissa at 429-9901 and place your ad today!
Place your ad today!

 Have Pets for sale? or Pet
suPPlies for sale?

Call valley CoMMunity 
newsPaPers

for rates for tHe

new Pet seCtion. Call  429-9901

Pocket news would like to 
hear from you!

Do you have an interesting 
story to tell? 

unusual hobby, collection or 
job?  Do you have fun/unusual 
photos you would like to share 

with the readers?
Do you know someone who 

deserves recognition for vol-
unteering?

we want to hear from you.
Mail to: Pocket news
2709 riverside Blvd.

sacramento, Ca 95818
or:

ryanrose@valcomnews.com

Sell your car! 429-9901

Need Home Improvement?
Check out the

Home Improvement Guide 
 in the Pocket News.

For Melissa for 
Home Improvement 

ad rates, call 429-9901.

home improvement

RummagE SaLE
RummagE SaLE
Saturday, June 12, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. @ Lisbon Elemen-
tary School-7555 South Land Park Dr. Want a spot? Call 
Streamline Church @ (916) 224-9549 to secure a spot. 
Spots are limited, so hurry and call today!

tax pREpaRER
#1 tax pREpaRER
26 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including all State returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

WantEd
WantEd oLd VIntagE baRbIE doLLS
I am looking for Barbie collections large or small; 
accessories & any related dolls or items, from 1959-
1975. Cash payment! Cell# 916 425-7139 Email: 
conniericca@comcast..net

Advertise in California Kids! 
Family Fun Guide!!!

Serving Greater Sacramento 

For more information, call Marc 
at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

California KidS!

For more Calendar enteries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Get in the calendar

Is your club, group, church, 
school, or organization having an 
upcoming event? Let us know. Send 
information about your event—
including date, time, location, a 
brief  description, cost (if  any), and 
contact information—to Calendar, 
c/o Valley Community Newspapers, 
2709 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, 
CA 95818, or e-mail ryanrose@
valcomnews.com . Deadline is one 
week before publication. Priority 
is given to events that are in the 
community and/or of  little or no 
cost. There is no guarantee that 
events submitted will appear in the 
calendar. To ensure placement within 
the newspaper, please call 429.9901 
to place an advertisement.

May 20
Genealogy Club meeting
On May 20, 2010, the Mission Oaks Gene-
alogy Club will meet from 1-3 p.m. at Mis-
sion Oaks Community Center, 4701 Gib-
bons Drive, Carmichael. Learn about “Roots 
and Quilts” from Carol Gebel, a local ge-
nealogist and quilter. Visitors are welcome. 
Cost: Free. For more info call Robert Noyes 
(916) 332-5753 or visit website at: http://
missionoaksgenealogyclub.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Brown Bag Poetry
The Sacramento Poetry Center will hold 
a poetry reading at the Central Library, 
828 I Street, on the third Thursday of ev-
ery month throughout the year, 12 Noon - 
1 p.m. Sacramento poet Mary Zeppa will 
host the readings with assistance from poet 
Lawrence Dinkins and Poet Laureate Bob 

Stanley. Bring a lunch if you wish, and a fa-
vorite poem to share. Or you may select 
from material in the library. Information: 
264-2920. www.saclibrary.org

May 21
Genealogical meeting
The Genealogical Association of Sacramento 
will hold its regular meeting on Wed May 21 
at 1 p.m. in our temporary meeting place, Co-
lonial Heights Library on Stockton Blvd and 
21st Ave in Sacramento Susan Jackman, will 
speak on using tax records in research. She 
teaches family history through Folsom-Cor-
dova Adult Education and conducts seminars 
through the FHC where she is a member of 
the Board of Directors. She is a professional 
researcher, specializing in Pennsylvania Ger-
man Research. Visitors are invited to attend 
and newcomers welcome to join. Questions 
please call Melanie 916-383-1221.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pole Walking Clinics
The following are the dates for Cure Arthri-
tis Now Pole Walking clinics: Friday May 
21 all at 10 a.m. Clinic will be at the Si-
erra 2 Center, 4th Ave. Parking lot. 2791 
24th Street. 95818. Call for more informa-
tion and to sign up ahead of time at 916-
208-8700.

May 22
Cardboard Boat Races
The second annual Sink or Swim Cardboard 
Boat Races will take place at Deterding Pool 
on May 22 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Partici-
pants will consist of community groups, local 
schools, youth sports organizations and oth-
er local community members. Our target for 
this year’s event will be 40 boats and over 300 
people attending the event.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

MAYors History Tour
Early mayors of Sacramento will be featured 
on this Saturday morning tour of the Sacra-
mento Historic City Cemetery. Join our guides 
as we stroll through the beautiful gardens in 
full spring bloom. The tour commences at 10 
am from the Cemetery’s main gate at Broad-

way and 10th Street. Visitors may park across 
the street from the 10th Street Gate and meet 
at the cemetery entrance. Held under the aus-
pices of the City of Sacramento Division of 
History & Science, this tour is presented as a 
public service by the Old City Cemetery Com-
mittee, Inc. For tour information, please call 
(916) 448-0811. Tours are free, though do-
nations for the restoration of the cemetery are 
greatly needed and appreciated.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

“An Untold Triumph”
“An Untold Triumph: The First and Sec-
ond Filipino Infantry Regiments, USA” 
is an award-winning PBS documentary 
presented by the Asian Community Cen-
ter (ACC), Filipino American Nation-
al Historical Society (FANHS), and Ma-
gellan Post 604. After the film, a panel 
of Filipino American veterans will speak 
about their experiences during the differ-
ent wars. Viewing is Saturday from 1 to 
3 p.m. at the ACC Greenhaven Terrace, 
1180 Corporate Way. Free of Charge. 
Open to the Public. To RSVP, contact 
Susan Sarinas at (916) 395-0210, Ext, 
421 or outreachcoord@accsv.org or Dr. 
Linda Revilla at (916) 394-6399, Ext. 
139 or linda@accsv.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Parking Lot sale
Sacramento Emblem Club No. 539 is af-
filiated with the Sacramento Elks Lodge 
No. 6. Just like the Elks, the women of 
the Emblem Club are very communi-
ty-minded. The next community event 
planned by the Emblem members is the 
Parking Lot Sale at the Elks Lodge, 6446 
Riverside Boulevard, on Saturday, May 
22, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (916) 714-1301.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Spaghetti Dinner and Raffle
The Saint Francis Episcopal Church in Fair 
Oaks is having a Spaghetti Dinner and Raf-
fle fundraiser on May 22, 2010. Dinner will 
be served from 4:30pm to 7:30pm. The cost 
will be $10 for adults; $5 for kids 12 years 
and under; $25 for a family of 4 or more; 
and, $70 for a reserved table for up to 7 peo-
ple. Please call the church office for tickets – 
916-966-2261.

May 22-23
Benefit plant sale
The AIDS Benefit Plant Sales May 22-23. 
Sales are from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily in the 
covered parking area behind the Gifted Gar-
dener at 18th & J Streets. Both sales will fea-
ture a selection of over 200 varieties of hardy 
perennials for the area, including 2010 intro-
ductions (Coreopsis and Echinacea varieties) 
and many rare and hard to find varieties. For 
more information: gardennotes@sbcglobal.
net or call (916) 943-6183.

May 23
Art Center Fundraiser
Announcing the 16th Annual “Ars Gratia 
Artis’, benefiting the Sacramento Fine Arts 
Center. Our artists have donated original 
artwork to this event. You may acquire one 
of these paintings, sculptures or other art-
works for your home. Purchase a ticket for 
$50. Preview the art. Come to the Recep-
tion/Drawing Sunday, May 23. When your 
name is drawn you may select your choice 
from the remaining artworks and take it 
home! Ticket Price $50; Reception: May 
23, 1-3 p.m., Drawing at 3 p.m.; at the Sac-
ramento Fine Arts Center, 5330 B Gibbons 
Dr., Carmichael. Gallery Hours are Tues-
days 11 a.m.-7 p.m., Wednesday through 
Sunday 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Phone 916-971-
3713.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pre-“Jazz Jubilee” Ball
Spots Big Bands of Buddy Harpha (2-5 
p.m.) and Celia Cottl’s SAXES are back by 
popular demand (1-2 p.m.) and presented 
by Nor Cal Big Bands Preservation Soci-
ety on Sunday, May 23 at Sacramento Elks 
Lodge No. 6, 6446 Riverside Blvd. Corpo-
rate sponsors Avalion Hearing Aid Centers 
and Senior Magazine welcome singles and 
couples to the “Best of Ballroom Dance”, 
including Dance Hosts, four Mixers plus 
snacks (3 p.m.) door prizes (4 p.m.) Tick-
ets $14, $12 (groups of ten) and $10 to 
society’s Gold Card members. Special 5 
Dances Gold Cards only $15 per event 
(saves $20 over dances May-Nov. 2010). 
Call (916) 444-6138 for details.
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May 26
Embroiderer’s Guild meeting
Embroiderer’s Guild of America, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 26, 2010, SMUD Build-
ing, 6301 S Street, Sacramento. Sharon 
Hearden will lead a Hardanger project. 
Visitors welcome. (916)961-3558.

May 27
Wellspring golf tournament
Wellspring Women’s Center is hosting 
it’s 21st Annual Golf Tournament bene-
fit event on Thursday, May 27, at Whitney 
Oaks Golf Club in Rocklin. There will be 
a shotgun start at 8:30 a.m. Proceeds sup-
port Wellspring Women’s Center in the 
Oak Park neighborhood. For more infor-
mation (916) 454-9688 x 205 or visit us 
online at www.wellspringwomen.org. Golf-
ers register for just $135, with reservations 
due no later than May 20 and forms are 
available online.

May 29
Memorial Day Ceremony of 
Reverence
Join us at 10 a.m. for a ceremony honoring 
our Veteran’s who gave the ultimate sacri-
fice. Speakers will be featured and the Vet-
erans Affiliated Council Honor Squad will 
give a rifle salute and taps. The gravesite of 
all veterans will be adorned with U.S. Flags. 
Visitors may park across the street from the 
10th Street Gate and meet at the Mortu-
ary Chapel near the middle of the cemetery 
(follow the carriageways to the south). Held 
under the auspices of City of Sacramento 
Division of History & Science and the Old 
City Cemetery Committee, Inc. the Veter-
ans Affiliated Council of Sacramento, pres-
ents this free event as a public service.

May 31
Memorial Day tribute 
Mount Vernon Memorial Park - 43rd An-
nual Memorial Day Tribute. Jet flyover, 
skydiver, Navy 2 Bell Ceremony, 59th 
Army Band, Mr. John Cavaiani, Congres-
sional Medal of Honor Recipient will be 
the guest speaker and much more to hon-
or veterans of the past and present. 11 a.m. 
8201 Greenback Lane, Fair Oaks. Free 
(916) 969-1251.

June

Pops in the Park 2010
Pops in the Park returns to East Sacramen-
to for the 2010 season: Saturday, June 5 - 
East Portal Park “Whiskey Dawn” playing; 
Saturday, June 12 - Glenn Hall Park “Be-
cause,” a tribute to the Beatles and Second 
Saturday Showing by Sofia Lacin & Hen-
nessy Christophel; Saturday, June 19 - Ber-
tha Henschel Park “SwingMasters,” ESIA 
Sidney Pope & Onion Awards, Wading 
Pool Open - Free Admission; Saturday, 
June 26 - McKinley Park, “The Q-Balls” 
playing. All concerts begin at 6 p.m.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Widowed Persons Association
Widowed Persons Association of CA 
(WPAC) Chapter 1 is a non-profit organi-
zation that addresses the needs of widowed 
persons (both men and women) coping with 
the death of their spouse. This is a peer sup-
port session of two hours from 3:00-5:00 
p.m. every Sunday, conducted by a trained 
facilitator. These sessions are held at the of-
fice located at 2628 El Camino Avenue 
Suite D-18. For more information about 
these sessions and the organization, contact 
the WPAC office at (916)972-9722.

June 5
Jensen Garden Workday
Friends of the Jensen Botanical Garden hold 
garden work days one Saturday of every 
month from 9AM to 1PM. The next workday 
is Saturday, June 5, 2010. Bring work gloves, 
hand pruners and your lunch. Come join with 
other volunteers to keep the garden beautiful 
all year. Next workdays in 2010 are 7/10, 8/7, 
9/11, 10/9, 11/6, 12/4. The Jensen Garden is 
located at 8520 Fair Oaks Blvd. in Carmichael. 
For more info: Tracy Kerth (916) 485-5322 
ex23 or email tracy@carmichaelpark.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Resource fair
Primrose: Living with Memory Loss has teamed 
up with St. Anthony Parish to host a resource 
fair for seniors, family members, caregivers, and 
medical professionals seeking information and/
or services for love ones or friends. There will be 
agencies and non-profit organizations from all 
different industries that will be more than hap-
py to answer any questions and assist in any way. 
Event is Saturday, June 5, 2010 from 9:30 a.m.-1 
p.m. at St. Anthony Parish: 660 Florin Rd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Buddhist Church 
Rummage Sale
With a theme of recycling, reusing, and raising rev-
enue for the Sacramento Buddhist Church En-
dowment Fund, a rummage sale is planned for 
Saturday, June 5, from 8-2 p.m. at the church social 
hall at 240l Riverside Blvd., Sacramento 95818. A 
wide range of items including collectibles, cloth-
ing, household items, books, tools, and plants will 
be available at bargain prices. Donations to the sale 
will be accepted at the church on June 2-4. Un-
sold items will be donated to charities to help oth-
ers and to keep them from going to the landfills. 
Come early for best selection. Call the church of-
fice, 916-446-0121 for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fuchsia Society show
The Sacramento Branch of the Ameri-
can Fuchsia Society will have their An-
nual Show and Sale at the Shepard Gar-
den and Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd, 
Sacramento, on Saturday, June 5 from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Members will be on hand to 
give tips on growing fuchsias. Hanging and 
upright fuchsia varieties for sale. Free ad-

mission. For more information call Alice 
Bowles, 916-972-8606.

June 6
Fair Oaks Village Singers
The Fair Oaks Village Singers, a community con-
cert choral group of 70 mixed voices, will pres-
ent their annual Spring Concert, Sunday, June 6 
at 6 p.m. in the Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church 
– “Family Life Performing Center, 11427 Fair 
Oaks Blvd., in Fair Oaks. Public is invited, ad-
mission is free, and there will be snacks provided 
at intermission. For more information, call presi-
dent Ed Silver (916) 723-2794.

June 7
Wild day at Effie Yeaw
Things are about to get wild at Effie Yeaw Nature 
Center. Peter Gros, co-host of the original Mutu-
al of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom, along with some 
of his animal friends will stop by Monday, June 7 
to do two appearances from 8:45-9:15 a.m. and 
9:30-10 a.m. Gros will talk with those in atten-
dance about what they can do to protect the nat-
ural world and the animals that share it with us. 
A serval, python, civet, ocelot, ring-tail lemur, fen-
nec fox and a few creepy crawly creatures will 
help him deliver his message. Live animals from 
the Nature Center and some fascinating natural 
history biofacts will also be on display. Tickets for 
this event are $2.50 per person. For more infor-
mation, please call 489-4918.

June 8
Sharing the Journey Through Grief
This workshop will meet once a month on 
the second Tuesday from 10:30 a.m. to 12 
p.m. Each workshop will explore a differ-
ent aspect of grief and loss. Presenter is 
Margo Hayes, MSW. Workshops are free 
of charge. Pre-registration required. Con-
tact Lucy Chao at 916-393-9026 Ext. 322.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Ancient Techniques to De-stress 
in a Modern World
Instructors Mary Lynn Perry and Bill Tay-
lor will lead this free workshop Tuesday, 
June 8 at 9 a.m. on stress and the negative 

effects it has on the mind and body. This 
workshop will offer a sampling of differ-
ent modalities such as reflexology massage, 
chair yoga, meditation and Reiki. Come 
learn how you can decrease stress in your 
life. Please sign-up at the reception desk. 
Free. Hart Senior Center, 915 27th Street, 
Sacramento, 916-808-5462.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Latino Dance and Culture Group
Come dance to the beat of all types of Latin mu-
sic. Featuring DJ music and delicious Mexican 
food. Donations of $3 or more to enter. Held at 
the Ethel Hart Community Center, 915 27th St., 
from 6:15 p.m. to 9 p.m. Call Barbara Alarcon at 
(916) 400-4514 for more information.

June 9
Genealogy Meeting
Root Cellar-Sacramento Genealogical So-
ciety general membership meeting Wednes-
day, June 9, 2010, 7pm - 8:30pm, Citrus 
Heights Community Clubhouse 6921 Syl-
van Road, Citrus Heights. Root Cellar 
President and anthropologist Marilyn Ul-
bricht will present “Trash Talk - Identify-
ing and Dating the Discards of our Ances-
tors and What They Tell Us About Their 
Lives”. Free, guests welcome. Details about 
the speaker and Root Cellar at www.rootcel-
lar.org or contact Sammie Hudgens (916) 
481-4930.
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Life after 50

Generation Y – 
Listen up
By DARBY PATTERSON
Pocket News Columnist
darby@valcomnews.com

My husband and I were leaving DeVere’s Irish pub in 
downtown Sacramento as twilight descended. A couple 
of young business bucks were on the patio tossing down 
pints. They were using (shall we say) colorful language. 
One apologized to me and assured him it was no prob-
lem (he hasn’t heard me express myself ). Then, as we 
were walking away I heard him remark that his grand-
mother wouldn’t approve of that vernacular.

Now, I have finally settled into young people asking 
me if I want the senior discount – but I am far from be-
ing a 20-something’s grandmother. I wanted to pummel 
the little Gen Y troglodyte. It’s very difficult, sometimes, 
for those of us with more mature judgment to ignore the 
unintentional slights of youth. And, I am thinking that 
maybe we shouldn’t!

Baby Boomers are sweeping onto the population 
charts in record numbers – and we are planning to live 
longer and better than any generation before us. Perhaps 
it’s time to exert our well-earned authority. Toward that, 
I should have made that young man wash his mouth 
with soap – or eat his words. Note to anyone under the 
age of 40 – don’t presume to guess the age of anyone 
who looks old enough to be your parent (or grandpar-
ent). It’s not polite and puts you in the general classifica-
tion of “Jerk.”

Furthermore, please don’t call us “honey,” or “sweetie” or 
“dear.” This is inherently condescending. It implies a supe-
riority you have not lived long enough to claim. It’s wom-
en who are most prone to issue this unintended slight, 
although I have had young men (clerks in stores, dudes 
behind the counter) toss me this empty term of endear-
ment. I am not your sweetie or honey. We’ve never been 
properly introduced and I think I would find you quite 
boring if I was forced to have a conversation with you.

As older adults who want to maintain dignity and ex-
ercise our rights of elder-hood, I think we owe it to the 
young to demand a level of respect. For me, this means 
refusing to tolerate or ignore these small gaffs. How will 
they know if we don’t inform them? Of course, really 
nice Baby Boomers will find a gentle, acceptable way to 
get the message across: “I know you mean well, but I’d 
rather you didn’t address me that way. It’s inappropriate.” 
I am striving to be that reasonable. My response? “Lis-
ten kid, do you know who I am? I am Georgia O’Keefe, 
Madam Curie, Elizabeth Stanton, Marian Anderson, 
Amelia Earhart. I am not your grandma – and if I was, 
you’d have better manners.”

With our burgeoning older generation I think it’s time 
to aggressively seek to change the stereotypes about “se-
niors.” We are not feeble, slow, childlike, dependent or a 
host of other misconceptions that accompany moving 
into the second half of life. I’m interested in what oth-
er Boomers and our parents would like to see changed 
about the way we are perceived. Comments welcome!

Tell Darby what you think – she blogs online at www.
valcomnews.com. Darby Patterson is a member of the 
Sacramento County Adult and Aging Commission and 
the author of “Meow.org, The Cat-Napping Caper.” Visit 
Darby at www.storiesandbooks.com.

By ROBBIE WATERS
Sacramento City Councilmember
Special to The Pocket News

Jazz in the Park
Bring the whole family out to Seymour Park 

on Sunday May 23 for an evening of jazz and 
festivities. Joining me in sponsorship of this 
free concert is the City of Sacramento Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation and the Sacra-
mento Traditional Jazz Society. The location is 
next to Southlite Circle, off Havenside Drive, 
just north of Florin Road. The concert is from 
6 p.m.-8 p.m., perfect for a picnic dinner.

Library wins grant from Raley’s
Friends of the Sacramento Public Library, 

Pocket-Greenhaven Branch have won a $7,500 
grant from Raley’s for new materials for the 
new library. Called the Raley’s Reach program, 
community support for the idea helped push 
the grant idea over the top and win the prize 
funds. Congratulations and thank you to all 
who voted for this idea.

Old Sacramento Underground Tours
Beginning this summer the Historic Old 

Sacramento Foundation will be offering guid-
ed tours of Sacramento’s underground and 
hollow sidewalks. Because Sacramento is one 
of only a handful of cities in the nation to ever 
raise its streets, this exciting tour will offer vis-
itors a unique opportunity to explore our city’s 
history from the gold rush to the severe 1860s 
flooding to the 1960s redevelopment. Tours 
will cost $15 for adults and $10 for youth. 
More information, including opportunities to 
guide these tours, will be available in the com-
ing weeks. Visit www.sachistorymuseum.org 
for more information.

July 4 Parade entry forms available
Entries are now being accepted for the 2010 

Pocket Parade, which will be held on July 3rd 
at 10 a.m. Entry forms are available online at 
www.cityofsacramento.org/council or call my 
office at 808-7338 or Pocket News at 429-
9901. The entry deadline of June 25 is ap-
proaching fast, so start thinking of float ideas!

New traffic light funded
My request for a new traffic signal at the 3-

way intersection of Riverside Boulevard and 
Park Riviera has been funded. Expect con-
struction to occur in the summer of 2011. 

 
New pedestrian island on Rush River Drive

I am happy to announce the new pedestrian 
island on Rush River Drive where the Pock-
et Canal crosses, just west of the Promenade 
Shopping Center. This improvement was the 
result of working with several constituents 
who raised concerns about this location and 
with Mr. Jon Fitzpatrick with the City’s De-
partment of Transportation. We have received 
lots of positive feedback. The additional sig-
nage and pedestrian island should encourage 
more motorists to yield to pedestrians at that 
location. 

Sacramento River Parkway
New signage is on the way for the Sacra-

mento River Parkway from the confluence of 
the Sacramento and American Rivers all the 
way to the southern boundary of the city. The 
signage will consist of two components: 1) 
mileage markers and 2) trailhead markers. We 
expect the signage to be in place by this sum-
mer. 

District 7 update
Connecting with the City Council, the community



��www.valcomnews.com  •  May 20, 2010  •  The Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.



�0 The Pocket News  •  May 20, 2010  •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.



�1www.valcomnews.com  •  May 20, 2010  •  The Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Got News?
e-mail ryanrose@valcomnews.com




