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6841 Greenhaven Drive
Wonderful family home in prime 
cul-de-sac location. 4 or 5 bd 3 full 
baths, large 1/4 acre lot with lush 
landscaping. Huge kitchen with 
endless possibities. RV possible. 
Equity property. $345,000
Marilyn Suber • 456-3969

959 South beach Drive • $719,000
SuSie K. ParKer • 421-3546

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

7673 briDgeview Drive • $525,000
SuSie K. ParKer • 768-8494

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ low introductory cost
★ start anytime
★ live classes

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthly cash Flow
★ tenant screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907

1032 eaSt lanDinG
Custom single story contemporary 
in gated community. Kitchen with 
Wolf range and hood, steamer oven 
and more! Subzero fridge with glass 
door, granite counters. Mood & 
indirect lighting throughout.New 50 
year roof. $599,000
SuSie K. ParKer • 421-3546

“…For Fine older homes and 
quality newer homes”

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

PENDING

904 CobbleShoreS Drive
Not a Short Sale or REO! Great plan 
with separate family room, open to 
kitchen and well laid out for access 
to yard and built-in barbecue. Mas-
ter bedroom with sitting area. Mas-
ter bath has double sink, tub and 
separate shower. $369,000
SuSie K. ParKer • 421-3546

594 riverCreSt Dr.
Great location in Greenhaven. 3 
bedroom, 2 ba with solar heated 
pool. Landscaped yards. Kitchen 
completely updated. Tile floor, 
new stovetop, dishwasher, sink, 
& granite counters. Quiet area 
close to river. $329,500
bob billett • 995-0284

JUST LISTED:

7679 el rito way
PoCKet beSt buy, MuSt See interior anD thiS iS
not a Short Sale or reo, four beDrooMS three 
anD a half bathS all beautifully uPDateD!
$419,000

SuSie K. ParKer 768-8494

PENDING PENDING

“sign”
language

“sign”
language

For over 34 years
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Enjoy Lance 
Armstrong’s weekly 
history stories?
Buy his Elk Grove 
History book at 
EchoesOfYesterday.net  
for more tales of 
yesteryear.

Faces and places

‘Jazz in the Park’
Families and community residents were out at 

Seymour Park on Sunday, May 23 for an eve-
ning of jazz and festivities. This event, brought 

to the Pocket-Greenhaven communities by City 
Councilmember Robbie Waters’ office, the City 
of Sacramento Department of Parks and Rec-
reation and the Traditional Jazz Society, show-
cased a variety of jazz music performed in an 
outdoor setting.

Pictures by Pocket News photographer Danny Kam.
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Pocket’s MLK Girls 
Soccer takes top prize

A gritty post-season performance by the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. K-8 Girls Soccer culminated 
in being crowned champions of  the Sacramen-
to City Unified School District Middle School 
Soccer League, Division II, soccer tournament, 
held at Kit Carson Middle School. The path to 
victory was paved with successful outings over 
Will  C. Wood and Rosa Parks Middle Schools 
earlier in the week, before meeting Albert Ein-
stein Middle School in the semifinals on the 
early morning of  Saturday, May 15. 

Einstein jumped out to a  quick 1-0 lead be-
fore MLK answered back with a  goal  to t ie 
the match 1-1. Facing a  1-3 def ic it  midway 
through the second half , i t  was looking l ike 
MLK’s  season would end with a  loss  to Ein-
stein before a  couple  of  penalt ies  against  Ein-
stein resulted in scores  from perfectly  exe-
cuted penalty  and direct  free  kicks , tying the 
match 3-3, just  before t ime expired . MLK 
moved on to the championship match, besting 
Einstein with their  total  number of  goals  re-
cord over  the tournament. 

The afternoon championship match pitted 
Fern Bacon Middle  School  against  MLK for 
what  turned out  to be a  defensive  battle. MLK 
managed a  quick goal  in  the f irst  half , which 
was al l  that  was needed to shut out  Fern Ba-
con, 1-0, and win the championship t it le.

Pocket News Staff Report

The annual Fourth of July Spirit of the Pock-
et Parade, the largest parade event in the Pocket-
Greenhaven area, is preparing for another mag-
nificent patriotic celebration and is looking to the 
community for volunteers and floats. The parade, 
which is being held on July 3 this year, is a popular 
community-produced visual spectacle.

“We are looking for people to step forward 
with floats,” said Linda Pohl, parade committee 
chair. “Our main thing is to make this great visual 
presentation, so we would like a lot of floats.”

Held Saturday, July 3, the parade begins prompt-
ly at 10 a.m. at the former site of Lisbon Elemen-
tary School, 7775 S. Land Park Dr., and travels 
down Windbridge, ending at Garcia Bend Park. 

Volunteers are needed to support the ef-
forts (and the fun) of the 16th annual Fourth 
of July Spirit of the Pocket Parade. To vol-
unteer in positions ranging from pre-parade 
phone calls, blocking streets (while sitting in a 
comfortable chair), parade marshals and help-
ing with the after-parade activities at Garcia 
Bend, e-mail linda@valcomnews.com.

For more information on volunteering at the 
parade, contact Pohl at The Pocket News at 
429- 9901 or e-mail linda@valcomnews.com. 

Parade float entry forms can be picked up at 
The Pocket News office, 2709 Riverside Blvd., 

and Pocket Custom Framing, 7485 Rush Riv-
er Dr., suite 715. Forms can also be down-
loaded online at www.valcomnews.com. Com-
pleted entries can be dropped off at these 
locations or e-mailed to linda@valcomnews.
com. All pre-registered parade entrants will 
be part of the parade judging. Entries will be 
judged against others in their group type.

Preparations are already underway to make 
the parade bigger and better than ever before.

“We have the Friends of the Library doing 
something great – they seem to do a great 
float every year,” said Pohl. “In addition to 
booths after the parade, we will have a car-
nival put on by the Friends of the Library 
and the School of Engineering and it will 
have games and activities and there will also 
be a demonstration by the Sacramento Po-
lice K-9 Unit.”

A special addition to the event is Sacramen-
to Police K-9 officer Bandit and his handler 
Officer Gary Dahl as grand marshals of the 
parade. Bandit was wounded in March dur-
ing the apprehension of a suspect; he has since 
fully recovered and is back on duty. TV per-
sonalities Nick Toma, from Channel 31, and 
Angel Cardenas, from Channel 10, will serve 
as parade MCs, announcing the floats and the 
parade participants as they pass.

Fourth of July Parade is Saturday, July 3

Famous Spirit of the Pocket Parade 
looking for volunteers, floats
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News Writer
lance@valcomnews.com

For those who have an in-
terest in local cultural histo-
ry, as well as supporting posi-
tive endeavors by members of 
the community, a specific, up-
coming event at the Holiday 
Villa Seafood Restaurant at 
7007 South Land Park Drive 
should draw plenty of atten-
tion.

On Sunday, June 13 from 
4:30 to 7 p.m., the restau-
rant will be the site of a spe-
cial dinner, lecture and slide-
show, featuring brothers 
Lawrence and Brian Tom, 
authors of the newly released 
book, “Sacramento’s China-
town.”

In meeting with The Pock-
et News last week, Lawrence 
shared details regarding this 
new Arcadia Publishing re-
lease, which is a part of the 
popular Images of America 
series.

Lawrence, a longtime resi-
dent of the Pocket area and a 
graduate of Sacramento State 
College (today’s California 
State University, Sacramen-
to) and UC Davis, said that 
an earlier Arcadia book about 
Marysville’s Chinatown that 
he wrote with his brother 

Brian led to the book, “Sacra-
mento’s Chinatown.”

“We did a pretty good job 
for Arcadia (on the book, 
“Marysville’s Chinatown”) 
and they requested that we 
do one for Sacramento, be-
cause Sacramento didn’t have 
a (Chinatown) book at that 
time, versus some of the other 
cities like San Francisco, San 
Jose and L.A. that had books 
on Chinatowns.”

Finding a good book
Released on May 10, about 

a year and a half after “Marys-
ville’s Chinatown” was first 
made available, “Sacramento’s 
Chinatown” has experienced 
early success.

And as part of various ef-
forts to promote the book, 
Lawrence and Brian, who is 
a graduate of the Universi-
ty of California, Berkeley and 
the UC Davis School of Law, 
will explain aspects regarding 
their work to preserve seg-
ments of local Chinese histo-
ry.

In providing a brief back-
ground of the city’s Chinese 
roots, Lawrence said that the 
Chinatown of Sacramento, 
which was known to its res-
idents as Yee Fow (“Second 
City” to the “Big City” of San 

Francisco, which was referred 
to as Daifow) was found-
ed during the Gold Rush era 
along I Street from 2nd to 6th 
Street, and was a sort of city 
within the city, in which local 
Chinese could survive with-
out speaking English.

As its own small communi-
ty, Sacramento’s Chinatown, 
whose original residents were 
almost entirely immigrants 
from the province of Guang-
dong, also had a wide variety 
of businesses, including gen-
eral stores, restaurants, hotels 
and laundries.

After more than a centu-
ry of existence, Sacramento’s 
Chinatown was largely de-
molished during the 1960s, 
due to development in the 
area.

Lawrence said that the six-
month process to gather in-

formation for the book was a 
very educational experience.

“During that six months, I 
probably learned more about 
the Chinese in Sacramento 
than I did in over the 50 years 
that I’ve been here (in Sacra-
mento),” said Lawrence, who 
was raised in Marysville. “I re-

ally learned a lot based on in-
terviews and just gathering 
pictures and asking people 
about the history and all.”

Lawrence said that the 
work to create “Sacramento’s 
Chinatown” was a time sensi-
tive endeavor that reached be-
yond the publisher’s deadline, 
considering that the informa-
tion for the book was gath-
ered from the older genera-
tion of Sacramento, including 
people who were more than 
90 years old.

“The younger generation 
doesn’t have that informa-
tion,” Lawrence said. “The av-
erage age (interviewed for the 
book) I think is like the high 
70s or low 80s and this is a 
group of people who are most-
ly second generation (Sacra-
mentans) whose parents are 
the true Chinese pioneers of 
Sacramento. And the concern 
I have is once this generation 
is gone, much of that history 
will be lost.”

And it was with this strive 
to capture Sacramento’s fad-

Know your neighbor

New “Sacramento’s Chinatown” book event to be held June 13  

Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
Pocket area resident Lawrence Tom holds a copy of the book, “Sacramento’s 
Chinatown,” which he wrote with his brother, Brian Tom. The public is invited 
to attend a special event regarding this new book at the Holiday Villa Seafood 
Restaurant on June 13.

See Chinatown, page 7
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Pocket 
matriarch 
passes

Pocket matriarch Mary 
Dutra Rosa, born on June 
29, 1910, passed away at 
her home on June 1, 2010, 
just shy of her 100th 
birthday.

Born Mary Florence 
Dutra to Antone Perry 
Dutra and Louise Flor-
ence Lewis, daughter of 
Frank J. Lewis Sr. and 
Mary (Rose) Lewis, 1874 
Pocket pioneers. Mary 
was born in the Pocket’s 
famous Dutra House.

Mary and Manuel Gar-
cia Rosa Jr., both 20 years 
old at the time, were mar-
ried in the tiny St. Mary 
Church next to Portu-
guese Hall in the Pocket 
on Oct. 19, 1930. Mar-
ried for 67 years un-
til Manuel passed at age 
87 in 1998, the pair re-
mained steadfastly in 
love. The pair had four 
children: Martyn F. Rosa, 
Michael G. Rosa, Marye 
Louise Rosa and Manuel 
G. Rosa III.

The family will hold 
a rosary for Mary June 
9 at St. Francis of Assi-
si Church in Sacramen-
to, 1066 26th St. Funer-
al services will be held 
at the church June 10 at 
10 a.m. A gathering of 
friends and family will be 
held after the service at 
the St. Francis parish re-
ception hall.

Information provided by 
Dolores Silva Greenslate.

ing Chinese history that Law-
rence and Brian dedicated 
much of their time to creat-
ing their book, “Sacramento’s 
Chinatown.”

Writing the story
Lawrence said that part of 

the challenge of creating this 
book was the fact that a lot of 
the rare photographs of Sac-
ramento’s Chinatown were 
no longer in existence when 
he was collecting images for 
the book.

“First of all, the Chinese (of 
Sacramento) back in those 
early days, it was tough for 
them,” Lawrence said. “They 
were just trying to make 
enough to survive. A lot of 
them just didn’t have camer-
as and they worked in can-
neries, they worked in ho-
tels as busboys or whatever. 
And what happened was, 
once they could afford a cam-
era, they took pictures and all 
that, but the younger genera-
tion isn’t interested right now. 
So, when they get older, they 
don’t know what to do (with 
the photographs), so they just 
throw them away. And boy, 
that was frustrating, because 
I had people tell me, ‘We just 
threw those pictures away.”

Nonetheless, despite the 
disappointments of hearing 
about historic photographs 
that headed to the landfills, 
Lawrence and Brian also had 
many success stories, which 
resulted in their ability to 
amass a very large archive of 
Sacramento Chinatown pho-
tographs, including more 
than 200 images, which ap-
pear in their new book.

In presenting informa-
tion regarding their latest 
book, which is dedicated to 
“the Chinese of Sacramento 

who for over 150 years have 
turned adversities into oppor-
tunities,” Lawrence and Tom 
will discuss the beginnings 
of Chinese immigration into 
Sacramento and the creation 
and daily activities of Sacra-
mento’s Chinatown.

And with a desire to share 
this rich element of Sacra-
mento’s history with many 
people in the communi-
ty, Lawrence and Brian hope 
that many readers of this arti-
cle will set aside time in their 
schedules to attend this up-
coming event.

The June 13 book signing
Guests of this event will also 

have the opportunity to pur-
chase signed copies of “Sac-
ramento’s Chinatown,” which 
Lawrence describes as a “must 
have book that will generate a 
considerable amount of con-

versation with friends and 
family for years to come.”

Advance reservations 
are required for this event, 
which has an admission 
price of $20/general and 

$15/Sacramento Chinese 
Culture Foundation mem-
bers.

For reservation and other 
information, contact Helen 
Yee at 392-1001.

Photo courtesy of Lawrence Tom 
Chinese immigrant Yue Lim, shown in this late 1930s photograph, worked as a farmer in the Pocket area.

Drawing courtesy of Lawrence Tom 
Sacramento’s Chinatown, which was known to its residents as Yee Fow (“Second 
City”) was founded during the Gold Rush era along I Street from 2nd to 6th Street. 
This 1873 illustration highlights I Street, the Sacramento River to the west, and to 
the north, Sutter Lake (aka China Slough), a body of water that was later filled in.

Chinatown: ‘The book will generate a considerable amount of conversation’
Continued from page 6
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document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

10% off SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

five Star Skilled nurSing

senior placement

loving companionS

Residential Care Facility
for the Elderly now accepting 

applications for residents.
Let us care for your loved ones.

Woods Retreat

elderly care

owner-operated (916) 421-5845

state lic #340306720

4050 Walnut Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

aegis of carmichael

aSSiSted living/memory care

(916) 972-1313
lic #347001686

www.aegisliving.com

We’re the people who 
make life better.

your ad Should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

senior move manaGers

free in-home Senior care aSSeSSment

By SUSAN LAIRD 
Pocket News Writer 
susan@valcomnews.com

If you were out driving in 
the beautiful weather ear-
lier this month and saw 
what seemed like hundreds 
of people in yellow shirts 
and vests working in Wil-
liam Land Park…your eyes 
were not deceiving you. 

Over 800 volunteers 
from the Sacramento Cali-
fornia Stake of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints participated in 
“Mormon Helping Hands: 
Renewing California Parks” 
on May 8. The local effort 
was part of an ambitious 
statewide project that in-
volved some 75,000 vol-
unteers who donated their 
time, talent and treasure 
to state, regional and local 
parks throughout Califor-
nia. 

The large scope of the 
project initially took John 
Cassinat, stake president, 
aback. 

“I had just become presi-
dent about two months ear-
lier,” Cassinat said. “When I 
received the letter from El-
der L. Whitney Clayton – 
he is a member of our Pres-
idency of the Seventy and 
supervises North Ameri-
ca West – saying that this 
was a project he wanted us 
to take on, I realized that 
this was one of the first big 
‘to dos’ of my stake presi-
dency.” 

The Sacramento Califor-
nia Stake is a geographical 
grouping of Mormon con-
gregations, or wards, in the 
Sacramento, South Sac-
ramento, Elk Grove and 
Pocket areas. It is a diverse 
group, including members 
of the Hmong and Tongan 

communities in its make-
up. The initial challenge, 
according to Cassinat, was 
to choose a location that 
everyone in the stake could 
agree upon. 

“I knew in a heartbeat that 
we needed to be in William 
Land Park,” he said. “Not 
only is it beautiful and his-
torical, it is loved by every-
one in the community.” 

Members of the church 
initially planned for a turn-
out of 500. 

“We ordered 500 yellow 
vests,” Cassinat said. “ The 
response to this in our 
stake was so tremendous, 
that we quickly ran out of 
vests before the event. We 
had to tell 300 people ‘Get 
a bright yellow t-shirt’ for 
the day.” 

The hard-working Mor-
mon volunteers focused on 
historic trail restoration, 

A community effort

‘Mormon Helping Hands’ clean up and beautify William Land Park 

See Land Park, page 9

power washing park ameni-
ties, landscape maintenance 
and specialized gardening 
at the Boat Pond Gardens, 
the WPA Rock Garden, 
and near the Swanston Me-
morial, laying sod, and tree 
maintenance in addition to 
a massive clean-out of the 
park’s three ponds. 

In cooperation with the 
Sacramento Parks and Rec-
reation Department, and 
in partnership with Coun-
cil member Robert Fong 
and United Rentals, Mor-
mon Helping Hands volun-
teers contributed more than 
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3,000 volunteer hours help-
ing to maintain the beauty 
and utility of one of the Sac-
ramento region’s most val-
ued and heavily used parks. 
The local effort grew out of 
a larger, international effort. 

“Since 1985, the church 
has provided assistance 
around the world in excess 
of $884 million,” Cassinat 
said. “ The Mormon Help-
ing Hands Project grew out 

of that in 1998. During this 
time of fiscal belt-tighten-
ing, our desire was to assist 
with the Sacramento De-
partment of Parks and Rec-
reation who have been at 
the brunt of budget cuts.” 

After a successful day of 
volunteering, members of 
the Sacramento California 
Stake celebrated with an 
old-fashioned family-style 
picnic with multicultur-

al food festival flair. Roast-
ed pig, roasted side of beef, 
homemade baked goods and 
more were a happy reward 
at the end of the project. 

The volunteer servic-
es performed in Land Park 
have an estimated dollar 
value of more than $70,000. 
In appreciation, the City of 
Sacramento officially de-
clared May 8, 2010 as Mor-
mon Helping Hands Day. 
The vision of the church 

Land Park: ‘These parks and amenities belong to everyone’
Continued from page 8

leadership was to make a 
positive contribution that 
would benefit everyone in 
the community. 

“ This was a perfect exam-
ple of people stepping up 
to make a difference,” said 
Hindolo Brima, spokes-
person for the Sacramento 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation. “ The Mormon 
Helping Hands event in-
volved over 1,000 people. In 
addition to William Land 

Park, they also did a cou-
ple other projects in Nato-
mas. These parks and ame-
nities belong to everyone, 
so it’s great when members 
of the community volunteer 
to help. We encourage oth-
er individuals and groups to 
follow this example and do 
the same.”

Photos of the event by Pock-
et News photographer Stephen 
Crowley.
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Sweet memories

Gunther’s 
celebrates 
70 years of 
scooping 
sweet 
memories

On Saturday, May 15, Rick and 
Marlena Klopp, owners of Gun-
ther’s Quality Ice Cream in Land 
Park, kicked-off a 70-year anniver-
sary celebration with a BBQ, mu-
sic and entertainment. They raffled 
prizes donated by local Sacramen-
to small businesses, including a 
Beach Comber Bicycle valued at 
$700. Scores of local residents at-
tended the event, celebrating 70 
years of sweet memories.

Picture by Land Park News 
photographer Stephen Crow-
ley.

District 7 update
Connecting with the City 
Council, the community
By ROBBIE WATERS
Sacramento City Councilmember
Special to The Pocket News

Calling all July 4th Parade entries
Entries are now being accepted for the 2010 

Pocket Parade, which will be held on July 3 at 10 
a.m. Entry forms are available on my website at 
www.cityofsacramento.org/council or call my of-
fice at 808-7338 or Pocket News at 429-9901. The 
entry deadline of  June 25 is approaching fast, so 
start thinking of  float ideas and submit those en-
try forms.

Boat ramp at Garcia Bend Park closed July 2
A reminder that the boat ramp at Garcia Bend Park 

will be closed from 10 p.m. Friday, July 2 until 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, July 3 for Independence Day festivities.   
Alternative ramps are available at Miller Park, Dis-
covery Park and Clarksburg. 

Pocket-Greenhaven coalition meeting
Come on out to a Coalition meeting in the park. 

The Pocket-Greenhaven Coalition will be having a 
public safety themed meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Thurs-
day, June 3 at Marriott Park.  This is the first pub-
lic presentation of Reverse 911 for cell phones, a new 
service coming soon to our community.  We’ll also 
brainstorm ideas for National Night Out so if you 
have a new Neighborhood Watch group or are con-
sidering having a National Night Out event for the 
first time, this meeting is not to be missed.  For those 
of you who have hosted a National Night Out event 
before, please come and share your experience with 
the new folks.
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By ELIZABETH VALENTE
Pocket News Writer
elizabeth@valcomnews.com

Across the nation, school officials 
are looking at ways to break down 
barriers in order to achieve a dramatic 
turnaround of the lowest performing 
schools. The goal is to fix problems of 
low API scores and chronic underper-
formance. Sacramento City Unified 
School District is no exception.

The way 18-year-old Nicole Dela-
cruz sees it, how well a student does 
in school relies on more than home-
work assignments and producing the 
best grades, it also depends on how 
much adults take student input into 
consideration. 

“We work and play at the school 
five days a week, we know the ins 
and outs of this school and feel that 
our input about what can make this 
school even better is important,” said 
the recent Kennedy High School 
graduate.

Some of Nicole’s classmates in her 
government class agree that individ-
ual effort trumps cultural barriers to 
achievement. But still, there’s a well-
documented national gap between test 
scores of white and minority students, 
as well as between high-income and 
low-income students. It’s known as 
the “achievement gap,” and Sacramen-
to City Unified School District Su-
perintendant Jonathan Raymond has 
pledged to address the problem. That 
vow was part of Raymond’s promise to 
the school district that within his first 
100 days in office his mission was to 
learn about the achievement gap, and 
come up with ideas to help close it.

“Closing the achievement gap is 
a top priority in our school district 
and in districts across the nation,” ex-
plained Raymond. “We cannot, as a 
society, continue to allow some stu-
dents to be trapped in a cycle of fail-
ure. Just as the achievement gap is a 
multi-faceted problem, the solutions 
must also be multi-faceted. To that 
end – solving the achievement gap – 
I welcome all input, especially ideas 
from students.”

With that commitment, students 
from Peggy Alexander’s government 
classes came up with a list of prob-
lems and possible solutions regarding 
the achievement gap for him to review. 
They invited the superintendant to a 
brown-bag luncheon at the Kennedy 
High campus to present their findings 
and layout their concerns.

“Having him there was amazing,” 
said Delacruz. “His recognition to all 
of us made me feel supported. Now 
we know that when we speak some-
one would actually listen to us, even 
if nothing happens immediately, our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions, are out 
there.”

“He seemed more attentive to what 
the students had to say compared 
to the other superintendents in the 
past,” added Shawanna Richards, 17. 
“Teachers and principals don’t neces-
sary know what some kids have to go 
through. But listening to us and step-
ping into our shoes and knowing what 
we have to go through is really impor-
tant. And he acknowledged that.”

Presenting their ideas
The superintendant was so im-

pressed with the student’s thoughtful 
presentation, he invited all 35 students 
to speak at the next board meeting 
scheduled on April 22. To make sure 
they would come, Raymond sent a 
bus to pick up the students from the 
high school.

“It’s the first time in all these years 
that someone was sincere and want-
ed to hear what not only the students 
had to say, but teachers and the em-
ployees in the district,” said Kenne-
dy High School teacher Peggy Alex-
ander. “That is why I invited him to 
our school and talk to my government 
students.”

“Students must be able to critical-
ly think, solve problems, work as a 
team and communicate. Teacher Peg-
gy Alexander’s project with her Ken-
nedy students challenged those teens 
to develop all of those skills as they re-
searched the achievement gap, brain-
stormed possible solutions and pre-
sented their findings,” said Raymond. 

“That kind of great teaching deserves 
attention.”

In front of the school board pan-
el, and the parents, teachers, business 
leaders in the audience, not to men-
tion the countless viewers watching 
the live telecast, students spoke about 
the need for more clubs for students 
from different ethnic groups. They 
also said their school needs to offer 
more advanced placement classes in 
a wider variety of subjects. AP class-
es allow high school students to take 
end-of-course tests that can grant 
them college credit.

Richards spoke about the need to 
keep sports programs. 

“I play softball and it motivates me 
to do my best. In order to stay on the 
team I have to make sure I kept my 
grades up, so I work hard every year 
to do that,” she said.

 “Arts and crafts, and graphic design 
changed my life,” said Delacruz, lob-
bying for the district not to cut the 
arts program. “I never knew I could be 
so passionate about design and now I 
am going to The Art Institute of Cali-
fornia to study graphic design.”

“Everything we do as a district is 
about serving students – providing 
them with a well-rounded, rigorous 
education that prepares them for the 
world beyond our doors,” said Ray-
mond. “They must be prepared for a 
rapidly changing global society, and 
that means we must do much more 
than simply give them the ability to 

answer multiple-choice questions on 
a test.”

Students also talked about the need 
to help struggling students by sug-
gesting that teachers meet privately, 
one-on-one with them. The SCUSD 
advisory committee is also reviewing 
ideas that were gathered from a sur-
vey that was sent out in February to 
students, teachers, parents, and busi-
ness leaders in the district. The in-
formation gathered also specified the 
need to include recruiting and re-
taining a diverse work force, helping 
teachers develop competency in dif-
ferent cultures and creating curricu-
lum that reflects the heritage of a va-
riety of ethnic groups.

“Every decision we make is based 
on improving teaching and learning, 
teachers and students must be includ-
ed in our work,” said Raymond. “I will 
continue to walk hallways, sit in on 
classes and solicit input from students 
and teachers to strengthen our unity 
as an organization.”

Currently, the committee is looking 
at ways to improve science and math-
ematics teaching and learning in order 
to close the achievement gap in per-
formances between student groups. In 
this first year of the district’s three-year 
endeavor, they have partnered with 
organizations committed to support-
ing teachers in investigating causes of 
the achievement gap in their schools 
and classrooms through Teacher Ac-
tion Research Projects.

Kennedy students offer suggestions to close achievement gap

Photo courtesy
Kennedy High School students from Peggy Alexander’s government classes, pictured here with Sacramento City Unified School District Superintendant 
Jonathan Raymond (far right) and members of the school board, presented a list of problems and possible solutions regarding the achievement gap to the 
Sacramento City Unified School District School Board.
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By ELIZABETH VALENTE
Pocket News Writer
elizabeth@valcomnews.com

Ronald Kelley, 62, owner of R. 
Kelley Farms located off of Scribner 
Road, has been chosen by the Obama 
administration to be the chairperson 
of the USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
State Committee in California.

“I am honored by the nomination,” 
said Kelley. “Our committee will hear 
appeals that have been pushed up the 
system from the county level and we 
will have a hand in determining on 
how the farm policies from Washing-
ton will be administered in California. 
We will be advocates for the farmers 
and ranchers here in California.”

This position is another first for the 
state as well. Kelley is the first Afri-
can-American farmer to fill the posi-
tion in California. 

“Being an African-American is some-
thing I happen to be on the road of ful-
filling my dreams,” said Kelley. “I like the 
fact that our committee is a well diverse 
group, especially since we live in Califor-
nia and that is what our state is built on.”

“Ron will be an outstanding FSA 
State Committee chairman and I look 
forward to working with him on behalf 
of California’s farmers and ranchers,” 
said Val Dolcini, state executive director 
with the USDA Farm Service Agency. 
“In addition to his farming experience 
in the Delta, Ron has years of ‘hands on’ 
business experience working with farm-
ers and ranchers around the state, and 
as the first African-American state com-
mittee chairman from California, he’s 
blazing a trail for others to follow.”

Farming in the family
For Ronald Kelley, farming is a fam-

ily trait. He is a fourth generation 
farmer. 

“My great-grandfather and grandfather 
were share croppers in Oklahoma. Then 
my dad worked for local farmers and 
hauled a lot of the farm commodities and 
produce all around California,” he said. 

In high school, Kelley served as pres-
ident for Future Farmers of America. 
In college, he switched his major from 
accounting to agriculture. That was 
more than 40 years ago and he hasn’t 
stopped since. 

Kelley calls himself a small produce 
farmer who has worked on a 50-acre 
“u-pick” operation in the Sacramen-
to Delta since 1994. He’s quick to call 
himself a “river rat.” R. Kelley Farms 
is a family-owned farm that provides 
seasonal fresh vegetables and fruits 
to Sacramentans. Raised in the Del-
ta, Kelley established his u-pick op-
eration with the intention of getting 
more people on the farm to enjoy 
the satisfaction of picking fresh and 
healthy produce themselves. Along 
with maintaining the farm, Kelley also 
acts as the Seed Division Manager for 
The Lyman Group, Inc., where he fo-
cuses on wholesale seed clients. 

But his biggest passion is work-
ing on the farm and mentoring oth-
ers about agriculture. Every summer 
Kelley brings new farmers to work on 
his farm.

“I teach them the discipline about 
farming, because with farming, 
things that need to get done need 
to get done that day,” said Kelley. 
“For many of these young farmers it 
might be their first exposure of han-
dling fruits and vegetables straight 

from the plant, not just in the gro-
cery store.”

The USDA’s Farm Service Agency’s 
mission is to increase economic opportu-
nity and improve the quality of life for ru-
ral Americans. It provides leadership on 
food, agriculture and natural resources. 
They are also working to support the de-
velopment of renewable energy, to con-
serve, maintain and improve the coun-
try’s natural resources and environment, 
and promote a sustainable, safe, sufficient 
and nutritious food supply. 

Local man on the national stage

Obama administration picks local 
farmer to serve on state committee

Photo courtesy
Local resident Ronald Kelley, 62, owner of R. 
Kelley Farms located off of Scribner Road, is the 
new chairperson of the USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency State Committee in California.
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PERFECT INSIDE & OUT
Exceptional home w/tons of upgrades throughout. 
Spectacular floor plan w/wonderful courtyard. Pretty 
landscaped yard. Huge Media/Bonus rm upstairs. 
Designer paint colors, beautiful tile, cherry cabinets, 
granite counters and so much more. Huge kitchen 
w/center island overlooking FR. Wow! See www.
windermeredunnigan.com $ 419,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

ONE STORY CONDO
Great location, interior end unit where the front door 
opens to greenbelt area. Well maintained single story 
with living room fireplace, private patio and 2-car 
attached garage. Comfortable and convenient; within 
easy walking distance of shopping and school. See 
www.440FlorinRd.view24hours.com $145,000

KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458
KATIE MCCRAW 747-4814

4215 Freeport Blvd.

454-5753

LARGE LOT WITH POOL
Spacious 4 bed, 2 bath home on large lot. Completely 
remodeled in 2008. Hdwd floors, kitchen w/ granite 
countertops & beautiful wood cabinets. High ceil-
ings in LR & DR w/lots of light. Spacious master 
ste & FR w/ cozy fp. Quiet cul-de-sac off Riverside 
Blvd.  See www.7064RiversideBlvd.view24hours.
com $399,900

LIBBY LABELLA NEIL 539-5881

Visit Our Web Site: www.windermeredunnigan.com

BACKS TO SACRAMENTO RIVER
Quality Harris built home in quiet, highly desired location. 
4 bed single story w/ remote bedroom. Dual pane windows, 
large peaceful private yard. Sale includes two parcels (.47acres 
for both parcels). Some neighbors built boat docks within 
the last few yrs on the levy parcel. Buyer to consult w/city 
re-permit process & availability. Rare opportunity to own on 
the river.  See www.715ClipperWay.com $317,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

RIVERLAKE HALFPLEX
S p a r k l i n g  h a l f p l e x  h o m e  i n  p r i v a t e  g a t e d 
B r i d g e v i e w  i n  R i v e r l a k e .  L a k e  a c c e s s  w /
p i c n i c  t a b l e s  &  b o a t  d o c k .  3  m a s t e r  s u i t e s . 
O n e  b e d  &  f u l l  b a t h  d o w n s t a i r s .   N e w  c a r -
p e t  &  f r e s h  i n t e r i o r  p a i n t .  N e w e r  t i l e  t y p e 
r o o f .  S e e  w w w . 7 7 2 4 B e l l B r i d g e Wa y . c o m 
$ 3 1 9 , 0 0 0

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

CLEAN, CLEAN, CLEAN
With 4 bedrooms and 3 baths, there's plenty of room for the 
family that wants Land Park at an affordable price. Lovingly 
maintained by original owners, this home boasts hdwd flrs, a 
family room, CH&A plus a generous sized yard. See www.
windermeredunnigan.com $349,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555
CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

GREENHAVEN BEAUTY
Immaculate, Spacious, Single Story Home in Lovely Loca-
tion. Custom home with updated kitchen & baths, beautiful 
yards, newer central heat & air, fresh interior & exterior paint. 
Wonderful curb appeal - This home shows like a model. See 
www.924GreenstarWay.epropertysites.com $369,000

NANCY WEGGE 600-5458
LISA MARTIS 612-7548

THE ISLANDS AT RIVERLAKE
Practically new home built in 2008. Over $30K in upgrades includ-
ing surround sound, entry way marble, custom trimmed windows, 
GE Profile appliances in kitchen w/gas cook top. Upgraded bath-
rooms and cabinets throughout. Built-in office space upstairs. See 
www. 8062LindaIsleLn.isnowforsale.com $379,000

LEIGH RUTLEDGE 612-6911
BILL HAMBRICK 600-6528

CUSTOM HALFPLEX
Custom Half Plex in Riverlake Dutra Bends upscale 
neighborhood. Walking distance to the Sacramento River, 
walk/jog walkway, Marriott Park, Garcia Bend Park & boat 
launch. Plantation shutters, gas log fireplace. Hardwood 
floors in kit & breakfast area. 1 bedroom & full bath down-
stairs. Newer tile type roof. Inviting pool & spa in backyard. 
See www.7706RioBarcoWay.com $349,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

DIDION SCHOOL DISTRICT
Beautiful  updated 1 story home. Upgrades 
inc lude  new HVAC,  f loo r ing  th roughou t , 
Kitchen appliances, and interior paint. Bath-
rooms remodeled with granite & new flooring. 
Other features include updated roof, spacious 
yard, wonderful floor plan & much more.  See 
www.6754ParkRivieraWay.com $275,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555
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Principal Cedros leaves Kennedy High
It  wa s  announced at  the  end of  May by  representat ives  of  the  Sacramen-

to  City  Unif ied  S chool  Distr ic t  that  John F. Kennedy High S chool  Princ i-
pa l  Fe l i sberto  Cedros  w i l l  be  transferred  to  Hiram Johnson High S chool  to 
ser ve  a s  the  school ’s  new princ ipa l . A community  meet ing  wa s  he ld  at  Ken-
nedy  High S chool  June  1  to  d i scuss  the  transfer  and the  qual i t ies  the  school 
d i str ic t  i s  looking  for  in  a  replacement  for  Cedros . The  Pocket  News w i l l 
update  the  community  when the  d i str ic t  se lec ts  a  new princ ipa l  for  the  h i s-
tor ic  Pocket  campus .



1�www.valcomnews.com  •  June 3, 2010  •  The Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Got News?
e-mail ryanrose@valcomnews.com
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Helping hands

Plenty of 
pancakes

Late last month members 
of Pocket’s Elks Lodge No. 
6 gathered over the May 21-
22 weekend to make close 
to 2,000 pancakes for a spe-
cial breakfast supporting 
the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion, the premier wish-grant-
ing organization for children. 
The pancakes were delivered 
to the State Capitol Building 
where legislators and commu-
nity members celebrated and 
contributed to the efforts of 
the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion.

Pictures by Land Park News 
photographer Linda Pohl.

Got News?
e-mail ryanrose@valcomnews.com
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By CELIA GREEN
Pocket News Writer
reporter@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: Reprinting due 
to popular demand, The Pock-
et News is offering complete sto-
ries on the four candidates run-
ning for City Council District 7. 
The candidates, incumbent Rob-
bie Waters and challengers Ryan 
Chin, Darrell Fong and Diedre 
Hobart, are each profiled. The 
interviews are printed in alpha-
betical order.

Ryan Chin
www.ryan-chin.com

What would cause a man 
with a full-
time job, 
a wife and 
two sons, 
one in col-
lege, the 
other a tod-
dler, to give 
up his pre-
cious free 
time to run 
for City Council District 7?

“I believe at this time in Sac-
ramento, we need new ideas 

and strong leadership. And by 
strong leadership I mean we 
need somebody who’s going 
to make sure they’re focused 
in on solving the problems, 
not necessarily the person 
or the personality,” said Dis-
trict 7 City Council candidate 
Ryan Chin. “We need a new 
voice, a fresh voice.”

Chin believes he is that 
voice, and he is relatively new 
to the Pocket, having lived 
here about two years after 
moving from McKinley Park. 
And for someone entering the 
waters of city politics for the 
first time, Chin has definite 
ideas about city government.

“I’m opposed to the strong-
mayor initiative. One reason 
concerns two important advi-
sory positions, the city trea-
surer and the city attorney. 
They give advice to the mayor, 
the council and the city, advice 
you can trust. If they serve at 
the will of the mayor, I wor-
ry it’s undue influence, there’s 
no longer that independence,” 
he said. “Another reason is the 
budget process. With a strong 

mayor, he writes the budget 
and proposes it to the coun-
cil. The council has a set pe-
riod of time to react (to the 
budget) and if they don’t re-
act in time, the budget is ac-
cepted. That’s not a collabor-
ative process. In my opinion, 
a true strong mayor does not 
need a strong-mayor initia-
tive. He or she should be able 
to, as a leader, have the ability 
to bring people along, to build 
coalitions, to get his or her vi-
sions carried out.”

Chin sees safety as the big-
gest problem facing the Pock-
et.

“You know there’s some-
thing wrong when Captain 
Schiele (of the Sacramento 
Police Department) has to do 
a reverse 9-1-1 call to remind 
residents to lock your doors, 
to lock your gates,” he said.

However, Chin believes 
more police is not the answer 
to increased crime rates.

“We will never enforce our 
way out of problems, you sim-
ply can’t put that many officers 
on the street,” said Chin. “I’m 
the Neighborhood Watch 
captain in my area. I know if 
you give your neighbors infor-
mation about what’s happen-
ing with crime, crime tips and 
help them be organized, we 
can make our neighborhoods 
safe.”

Local business is also a 
great concern to the Pocket 
for Chin.

“Mountain Mike’s, Con-
seulo’s Restaurant, the va-

cant Nugget building and so 
many other closed businesses. 
I have a business background; 
I got my MBA from UC Da-
vis. I’ve worked at businesses 
large and small, from a start-
up, a family business, to Wells 
Fargo and Hewlett-Packard. 
We can make incentives to 
support our local business-
es. Midtown is a great mod-
el, with its Eat-the-Grid cam-
paign. We can reward people 
for staying local,” he said.

“We need a different skill 
set,” Chin added. “I believe I 
can make a difference.”

Darrell Fong
w w w. dar -
rellfong.org

A f t e r 
serving al-
most 30 
years in 
the Sacra-
mento Po-
lice De-
partment, 
most peo-
ple would relish their re-
tirement and do some-
thing “fun.” But Darrell 
Fong would prefer to con-
tinue serving his fellow citi-
zens and is running for City 
Council District 7, which 
includes the Pocket and 
Valley Hi.

“I care deeply about this 
city,” said Fong, “My roots 
are here – this is my home.”

And those roots go deep. 
Fong was not only born and 
raised in Sacramento, but is 

a third generation resident 
of the city, and for the past 
28 years, Fong has lived in 
the Pocket.

“Probably 10 percent of 
(Sacramento’s) cops live 
in the city. As a public ser-
vant, I believe you should 
live where you work. I made 
a conscious decision to live 
here. To know this city you 
have to live here a while,” he 
said.

“I’m too young to com-
pletely retire (he’s 53 years 
old.). I’ve been a public ser-
vant all my life, and it’s hard 
to suddenly quit,” he added. 

And a servant he will be. 
If elected, Fong says he will 
not take a salary from the 
City Council until the city’s 
finances are in shape and 
the frontline workers re-
ceive a modest raise.

In his career with the Sac-
ramento Police Department, 
he started as a patrol offi-
cer and eventually worked 
his way up to captain. In be-
tween, he spent three years 
in Internal Affairs, six years 
in the gang unit, where he 
received death threats, and 
ten years as a detective. 
Along the way, he and his 
wife of 23 years have raised 
three children.

“Quality of life issues are 
Sacramento’s biggest con-
cerns right now, and that en-
compasses safety, economy 
and jobs. We’re facing tough 
times,” Fong said. “Our reve-
nue is simply not increasing 
enough to keep up with ris-
ing costs. There will be cuts 
in services, but (if elect-
ed) you’re going to be part 
of the process. I need in-
put from the citizens. You’ll 
know what’s going on in the 
city council.”

Fong’s resume and person-
ality have impressed Sacra-
mento politicos, including 
Anne Rudin, who served 
as Sacramento mayor from 
1983 until 1992, and has 
publicly endorsed Fong.

“I’m very impressed with 
his knowledge and under-
standing of what the job en-
tails. He really understands 
what is wrong with our cur-
rent city government,” Ru-
din said. “I believe Captain 

Know your candidate

Election 2010: Meet the candidates running for City Council District 7

City Council District 
7 candidate Ryan 
Chin.

City Council District 
7 candidate Darrell 
Fong.

See Candidatesv, page 23
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Fong will be able to do more 
for the city without having to 
go through a learning curve. 
His background makes him 
suitable to do this job mak-
ing policy.”

While the “strong mayor” 
initiative has been a hot issue 
in recent months, Fong op-
poses it for several reasons. 

“This initiative gives far too 
much control to the mayor. 
The city attorney should be a 
neutral position, but it won’t 
be if he answers directly to the 
mayor,” Fong said. “The mayor 
would have too much control 
of the budget and would give 
the mayor more authority 
than almost all mayors in the 
U.S. And when it was writ-
ten, public input wasn’t asked 
for.”

And the Kings? Fong be-
lieves there are still too many 
unanswered questions sur-
rounding a downtown arena 
for the city’s NBA team. 

“There’s a value in keeping 
the Kings here. They are a 
business and they do bring in 
money. Moving them down-
town would have a value to 
the city, but at what cost?” 
Fong asked. “Whatever pro-
posal is accepted still has a lot 
of ifs.”

Whatever the future brings, 
Fong is eager to meet the 
needs of a developing city.

“City Council is not a step-
ping stone for me. I just want 
to bring consensus to City 
Hall. I’ve got almost 30 years 
as a police officer – we’re used 
to conflict,” he said.

Diedre Hobart
www.diedrehobartcitycouncil.org

At a time 
when few 
young peo-
ple even 
bother to 
vote, it’s 
r e f r e s h -
ing to find 
one who 
wants to 
make a dif-
ference – as a candidate. 
At age 24, Diedre Hobart 
is running for Sacramen-
to City Council District 7, 
and against some very well 
known names.

“I know there’s a stigma 
against my age, but I’m hop-
ing to change that. I’m not 
going to be intimidated,” 
said Hobart.

The election comes just 
weeks after she graduates 
from Sacramento State Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in History.

“Eventually, I’d like to 
teach high school history 
and civics,” she said.

Hobart was born in Sacra-
mento, has lived in the Pock-
et for 20 years, and graduat-
ed from Kennedy High.

“I’m obsessed with pol-
itics. I grew up watching 
‘Meet the Press’ and I was 
heartbroken when Tim Rus-
sert (the show’s longtime 
host) died,” she said.

“I’ve worked a lot of small 
jobs, Bel Air, Target, and for 
Parks and Rec, and I hear 
what everyday people are say-
ing. People want change in 
their government. District 7 
needs a new voice. Working 
for Parks and Rec (as a pool 
manager), I’ve seen how the 
City Council directly affects 
people’s lives,” Hobart said.

Her grassroots approach 
to politics is mirrored in her 
grassroots campaign.

“With the economy as it is, 
I don’t feel good about ask-
ing people to donate to my 
campaign. I go to as many 
events as I can. I go to barbe-
cues to talk to people, I knock 
on doors. I’ve spent a total of 
$140 of my own money for 
signs,” explained Hobart.

And it’s the economy Ho-
bart sees as Sacramento’s big-
gest problem. 

“City Council should adver-
tise that there are good jobs 
here in Sacramento. They 
should do all they can to at-
tract small businesses and fill 
those vacant buildings. Go 
out and tell people how good 
our city, and the Pocket, is,” 
she said.

“We’re between a rock and 
a hard place,” Hobart said, 
referring to the current city 
budget. “I would hate to see 
either taxes raised or services 
cut. I’m very sympathetic to 
people who use the city’s ser-
vices. But if it means raising 
taxes to keep services, I per-
sonally would be willing to 
pay more.”

And because of the cur-
rent fiscal situation, Hobart 
opposes the city paying for a 
new basketball arena.

“With so much focus on 
the arena, we’re not talking 
about other issues. The Kings 
and the Maloofs should pay 
for this; the city should not 
fund any of it. It’s not a fis-
cally sound investment – it 
leaves a sour taste in people’s 
mouths,” she said.

And if she doesn’t win this 
election? Hobart said, “I want 
to stay connected. This isn’t 
the last District 7 or Sacra-
mento will hear from me.”

Robbie Waters
www.robbiewaters2010.com

It would 
be diffi-
cult to find 
anyone in 
the Pocket, 
maybe Sac-
r a m e n t o , 
who doesn’t 
know the 
name “Rob-
bie Wa-
ters.” He’s a politician, a business 
owner, a columnist, a former 
lawman, a husband and a father. 
And on June 8, he is running for 
his fifth term as the city coun-
cilman representing District 7, 
which includes the Pocket.

“My tag line speaks for it-
self,” said Waters, “‘Experi-
ence that counts.’”

That experience began in 
1958, when Waters became 
a member of the Sacramento 
Police Department. Through-
out the years he worked in 
Homicide, Internal Affairs 
and Personnel training un-
til 1982, when he was elected 
Sheriff of Sacramento Coun-
ty. But it was in 1994 that 
Waters started his first term 
on the City Council. 

“You have to know the area 
before you try to govern it,” he 
said.

And Waters, born and 
raised in Sacramento, knows 
the Pocket, having lived here 
since 1969. It’s also the home 
of his business, Pocket Cus-
tom Framing. And since 
1994, Waters has accom-
plished much.

“The day after I took office 
I started work on getting a li-
brary in the Pocket,” Waters 
said.

The new Robbie Waters 
Pocket-Greenhaven Library 
is scheduled to open August 
2010 and “it is just beautiful,” 
according to Waters. 

In addition to his work with 
the library, Waters also points 
to other accomplishments 
during his tenure in office.

“We built sports fields off I-
5, tennis courts at Garcia Park 
and the gymnasium at Didion 
School, and we were able to 
stop the state from placing in-
take valves on the river across 
from Garcia Bend,” he said

But with all this behind 
him, there is one more proj-
ect Waters would like to see 
through – the Delta Shores 
shopping center on I-5.

“It will be bigger than Ar-
den Fair Mall, with high-end 
stores and movie theaters,” 
Waters said. (This shopping 
complex is being built in spite 

of all the vacancies in Pock-
et-area businesses.) “It (Delta 
Shores) doesn’t compete with 
strip malls. The City Coun-
cil can tell people we have 
to shop locally and help fill 
some of these vacancies, but 
if you’re going to buy a sport 
coat or a suit you have to go 
to Arden or Westfield Mall,” 
he added.

As a businessman, Waters 
understands the impact a new 
arena would have on Sacra-
mento. 

“The problem with Arco 
Arena is people drive in from, 
say, Roseville, and go home to 
eat in Roseville. A new arena 
downtown will (help) down-
town businesses. Taxpayers 
should pay nothing for this. 
The city should build infra-
structure, gutters, water, and 
we’ll get good returns on 
property and sales tax. It’s to 
our advantage to help out and 
not tax the people. It’s not just 
for the Maloofs or the Kings, 
but any business in the area,” 
he said.

“I feel my input is valuable 
to the City Council. I’m the 
only retired cop, the only Re-
publican, the only business 
owner,” said Waters, who has 
the endorsement of Sacra-
mento Deputy Sheriffs and 
Police Officers. “I think the 
endorsements are huge.”

Concerning other political 
hot topics, Waters opposes 
the strong-mayor initiative. 

“I could not support the 
original concept, it gave one 
person too much authority,” 
he said.

At age 74, Waters said, 
“Four more years, then I’ll re-
tire. My health is good, and 
so is my wife’s, so we’ll kick 
back, do some traveling. I’ve 
enjoyed every minute of it.”

City Council District 
7 candidate Diedre 
Hobart.

City Council District 
7 incumbent Robbie 
Waters.

Candidates: Ryan Chin, Darrell Fong, Diedre Hobart, Robbie Waters
Continued from page 22
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CARPET/ UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

COMPUTER SERVICES

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

B ATH & KITCHEN REMODEL CARPET 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

CALL 444-0551

DON’T WAIT–BEAT THE HEAT!
Season Special

A/C Check-up–$85.00

REBATES/TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE/ ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS 

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 
 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

 LIC# 696355

ADDITION SPECIALIST

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News 

Home Improvement page

FENCING

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

NO JOB TOO SMALL!
Call Eric

(916) 470-3488

Free up your time from those 
pesky unwanted jobs!

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement!
–Plumbing – Carpentry – Electrical
– Yard Care – Hauling – Sprinklers

Quality work the fi rst time, Guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable
Res. & Commercial work

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/Free Est.

Since 1960 in Sac area

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

BUILDER

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WORK GUaRaNtEED / SENIOR DISCOUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

PLUMBING

  

office 442-7586 mobile 204-4090
Located on corner of 7th and Riverside Boulevard

25% Discount for all new customers with this ad, good until 07/31
(discount applies to labor only)

Water Heater   Disposal    Faucets
Sewer & Drain Cleaning/Video Camera Inspections

We sPeCiAliZe in
•Copper repipe •Sewer and water line replacements •Gas lines - installed

Full Service
Keith & Harry StaleyRiverside Plumbing 

 Lic# 338816 C-36 

handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RaIN GUttER CLEaNING
• ROtOtILLING/& SOD PLaCEMENt
• CONCREtE REMOVaL
• yaRD CLEaN-UP/HaULING
• PRESSURE WaSHING

SPECIaLS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING tHE aREa FOR OVER 10 yRS*

lic#128758/Ref

YARD MAKE-OVERS!

PaINtING

POOL SERVICE

landscaping

PLUMBING

HaNDyMaN SERVICE

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

yOUR SERVICES aRE NEEDED
CaLL Melissa tODay tO PLaCE yOUR aD

(916) 429-9901

Terra bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430 or 802-9897

LaNDSCaPING

• Full yard maintenance
• one time clean-up
• sprinkler repair

gardening maintenance
“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

ROOFING

PaINtING

ROOFING

LaNDSCaPING

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HaNDyMaN
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gardening  service
sPi gardening service
Clean-up Special! Complete yard maintenance, 
monthly services OR one-time cleanups. Gutter 
cleaning, sprinkler repair, &  pressure washing. 
FREE estimates & senior discounts. Work done 
by owner. Lic# 631205. Call Bob (916) 391-5234 
or 212-5234.

handyman
handyman services
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! Lic# 908942. call steven 
at 230-2114.

time to cLean the gutters!
gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter clean-
ing, pressure washing/power spray, hauling, 
yard work,  paint ing, tree & shrub removal, 
clean-up, fence repairs, l ight tree trimming, 
& more. Ref avai l .  Cal l  Les at 838-1247. 
specials for seniors. Licensed.

aPartment for rent
aPartment for rent
$700/mo. Newly-renovated 2BR apt, 1st mo. 1/2-
price. New carpets, kit. cabinets, dshwshr, mcrwv, 
wall a/c. fridge, stove, gas frnce. Dep. $700. Call 
530-873-1823 or e-mail pelarson@earthlink.net.
Foothill Farms.

bookkeePing
#1 BOOkkEEPER
26 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & 
Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. 
Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820.. www.taxirene.info

comPuters
got comPuter ProbLems?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $35/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area, travel charge will apply. Problem not fixed? 
No pay! Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 
296-7161

Call Melissa at 429-9901 and place your ad today!
Place your ad today!

 Have Pets for sale? or Pet
suPPlies for sale?

Call valley CoMMunity 
newsPaPers

for rates for tHe

new Pet seCtion. Call  429-9901

Pocket news would like to 
hear from you!

Do you have an interesting 
story to tell? 

unusual hobby, collection or 
job?  Do you have fun/unusual 
photos you would like to share 

with the readers?
Do you know someone who 

deserves recognition for vol-
unteering?

we want to hear from you.
Mail to: Pocket news
2709 riverside Blvd.

sacramento, Ca 95818
or:

ryanrose@valcomnews.com

Land for saLe
Land for saLe
Want out of california? Two 1/2 – 4 1/2 acre 
parcels, Reno/Carson City area. $35-45,000 with 
easy terms. Call (530) 222-8205.

Perfec t gift!
Pet Portraits
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of beloved 
pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Reasonable prices. 
Submit photograph–turn around 7-10 days. Email 
melissa@melissaandrews.com or call 447-4441.

rummage saLe
rummage saLe
Saturday, June 12, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. @ Lisbon 
Elementary School-7555 South Land Park Dr. 
Want a spot? Call Streamline Church @ (916) 
224-9549 to secure a spot. Spots are limited, so 
hurry and call today!

sWim Lessons
sWim Lessons
All ages, private, one to one. 6207 Riverside Blvd. 
556-4622 greenhaven.cabanaclubnorth.com

Being Broke is 
NO JOKE!

Do You Need a Loan 
To Stay Afloat?
1-877-406-6133

NO UPFRONT FEES!

Call 429-9901 
and place your ad

sell your furniture
in the classifieds

Place your ad today!
Call Melissa

429-9901

tax PreParer
#1 tax PreParer
26 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including all State returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

For more Calendar enteries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Get in the calendar

Is your club, group, church, 
school, or organization having an 
upcoming event? Let us know. Send 
information about your event—
including date, time, location, a 
brief  description, cost (if  any), and 
contact information—to Calendar, 
c/o Valley Community Newspapers, 
2709 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, 
CA 95818, or e-mail ryanrose@
valcomnews.com . Deadline is one 
week before publication. Priority 
is given to events that are in the 
community and/or of  little or no 
cost. There is no guarantee that 
events submitted will appear in the 
calendar. To ensure placement within 
the newspaper, please call 429.9901 
to place an advertisement.

June

Pops in the Park 2010
Pops in the Park returns to East Sacramen-
to for the 2010 season: Saturday, June 5 - 
East Portal Park “Whiskey Dawn” playing; 
Saturday, June 12 - Glenn Hall Park “Be-
cause,” a tribute to the Beatles and Second 
Saturday Showing by Sofia Lacin & Hen-
nessy Christophel; Saturday, June 19 - Ber-
tha Henschel Park “SwingMasters,” ESIA 
Sidney Pope & Onion Awards, Wading 
Pool Open - Free Admission; Saturday, June 
26 - McKinley Park, “The Q-Balls” playing. 
All concerts begin at 6 p.m.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Widowed Persons Association
Widowed Persons Association of CA 
(WPAC) Chapter 1 is a non-profit or-
ganization that addresses the needs of 
widowed persons (both men and wom-

en) coping with the death of their spouse. 
This is a peer support session of two 
hours from 3:00-5:00 p.m. every Sunday, 
conducted by a trained facilitator. These 
sessions are held at the office located at 
2628 El Camino Avenue Suite D-18. For 
more information about these sessions 
and the organization, contact the WPAC 
office at (916)972-9722.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free Dance Lessons
Free tap dance lessons on Fridays at noon 
at the Dance Corner, 2927 Fulton Ave. For 
more information, call 804-3104.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tahoe Park Soccer Registration
Tahoe Park Soccer Registration begins in 
June. Registration days are June 5, June 12, 
and July 10. Visit their Web site for addi-
tional registration details: www.tpsoccer-
club.com.

June 5
Jensen Garden Workday
Friends of the Jensen Botanical Garden 
hold garden workdays one Saturday of every 
month from 9AM to 1PM. The next work-
day is Saturday, June 5, 2010. Bring work 
gloves, hand pruners and your lunch. Come 
join with other volunteers to keep the gar-
den beautiful all year. Next workdays in 
2010 are 7/10, 8/7, 9/11, 10/9, 11/6, 12/4. 
The Jensen Garden is located at 8520 Fair 
Oaks Blvd. in Carmichael. For more info: 
Tracy Kerth (916) 485-5322 ex23 or email 
tracy@carmichaelpark.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Resource fair
Primrose: Living with Memory Loss has 
teamed up with St. Anthony Parish to 
host a resource fair for seniors, family 
members, caregivers, and medical profes-
sionals seeking information and/or ser-
vices for love ones or friends. There will 
be agencies and non-profit organizations 
from all different industries that will be 
more than happy to answer any questions 
and assist in any way. Event is Saturday, 
June 5, 2010 from 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at St. 
Anthony Parish: 660 Florin Rd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Buddhist Church 
Rummage Sale
With a theme of recycling, reusing, and rais-
ing revenue for the Sacramento Buddhist 
Church Endowment Fund, a rummage sale 
is planned for Saturday, June 5, from 8-2 
p.m. at the church social hall at 240l River-
side Blvd., Sacramento 95818. A wide range 
of items including collectibles, clothing, 
household items, books, tools, and plants 
will be available at bargain prices. Donations 
to the sale will be accepted at the church on 
June 2-4. Unsold items will be donated to 
charities to help others and to keep them 
from going to the landfills. Come early for 
best selection. Call the church office, 916-
446-0121 for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fuchsia Society show
The Sacramento Branch of the American 
Fuchsia Society will have their Annual Show 
and Sale at the Shepard Garden and Arts 
Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd, Sacramento, on 
Saturday, June 5 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mem-
bers will be on hand to give tips on growing 
fuchsias. Hanging and upright fuchsia varieties 
for sale. Free admission. For more information 
call Alice Bowles, 916-972-8606.

June 5-6
Benefit Plant Sale
The Benefit Plant Sales will have a sale of 
new, rare and hard to find perennials, from 
starter to gallons on Saturday and Sunday, 
June 5-6 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days. 
The sale will Benefit Sunburst Projects sum-
mer camp for kids, and will be held in the 
covered parking area on 18th St, behind the 
Gifted Gardener at 18th and J streets. Over 
200 varieties of perennials will be available. 
For further info, contact the sale coordinator 
- Robert Hamm at (916) 943-6183. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael Band Fest
The Sacramento Valley Symphonic Band As-
sociation presents the annual Carmichael 
Park Community Band Festival, Carmichael 
Park Amphitheater. There will be a commu-
nity band, one every hour, on June 5-6 from 
1 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturday and 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Sunday. Included in this year’s line-up 

is the 59th Army National Guard Band “The 
Governor’s Own” at 1 p.m. Sunday. Admis-
sion: FREE; Parking: free; Location: Carmi-
chael Park, 5750 Grant Ave. Carmichael. For 
more information, call (916) 489-2576 or 
visit http://svsba.org or www.sacwinds.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Chrysanthemum Sale
The Sacramento Chrysanthemum Society is 
having it’s annual cutting sale. The sale will 
be at the Windmill Nursery at 5750 Wind-
mill Way in Carmichael at Manzanita and 
Windmill Way. The dates and times for the 
sale are: Saturday, June 5 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and Sunday, June 6 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. For more info call 916-988-6081.

June 6
Fair Oaks Village Singers
The Fair Oaks Village Singers, a community 
concert choral group of 70 mixed voices, will 
present their annual Spring Concert, Sun-
day, June 6 at 6 p.m. in the Fair Oaks Pres-
byterian Church – “Family Life Perform-
ing Center, 11427 Fair Oaks Blvd., in Fair 
Oaks. Public is invited, admission is free, 
and there will be snacks provided at inter-
mission. For more information, call presi-
dent Ed Silver (916) 723-2794.

June 7
Wild day at Effie Yeaw
Things are about to get wild at Effie Yeaw 
Nature Center. Peter Gros, co-host of the 
original Mutual of Omaha’s Wild King-
dom, along with some of his animal friends 
will stop by Monday, June 7 to do two ap-
pearances from 8:45-9:15 a.m. and 9:30-10 
a.m. Gros will talk with those in attendance 
about what they can do to protect the natu-
ral world and the animals that share it with 
us. A serval, python, civet, ocelot, ring-tail 
lemur, fennec fox and a few creepy crawly 
creatures will help him deliver his message. 
Live animals from the Nature Center and 
some fascinating natural history biofacts 
will also be on display. Tickets for this event 
are $2.50 per person. For more information, 
please call 489-4918.
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June 8
Sharing the Journey Through Grief
This workshop will meet once a month 
on the second Tuesday from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. Each workshop will explore 
a different aspect of grief  and loss. Pre-
senter is Margo Hayes, MSW. Work-
shops are free of charge. Pre-registra-
tion required. Contact Lucy Chao at 
916-393-9026 Ext. 322.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Ancient Techniques to De-stress 
in a Modern World
Instructors Mary Lynn Perry and Bill 
Taylor will lead this free workshop Tues-
day, June 8 at 9 a.m. on stress and the 
negative effects it has on the mind and 
body. This workshop will offer a sam-
pling of different modalities such as re-
flexology massage, chair yoga, medita-
tion and Reiki. Come learn how you can 
decrease stress in your life. Please sign-
up at the reception desk. Free. Hart Se-
nior Center, 915 27th Street, Sacramen-
to, 916-808-5462.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Latino Dance and Culture Group
Come dance to the beat of all types of 
Latin music. Featuring DJ music and 
delicious Mexican food. Donations of 
$3 or more to enter. Held at the Ethel 
Hart Community Center, 915 27th St., 
from 6:15 p.m. to 9 p.m. Call Barbara 
Alarcon at (916) 400-4514 for more in-
formation.

June 9
Genealogy Meeting
Root Cellar-Sacramento Genealog-
ical  Society general membership 
meeting Wednesday, June 9, 2010, 
7pm - 8:30pm, Citrus Heights Com-
munity Clubhouse 6921 Sylvan 
Road, Citrus Heights. Root Cellar 
President and anthropologist Mar-
i lyn Ulbricht wil l  present “ Trash 
Talk - Identifying and Dating the 
Discards of  our Ancestors and What 
They Tell  Us About Their Lives”. 
Free, guests welcome. Details  about 
the speaker and Root Cellar at www.
rootcellar.org or contact Sammie 
Hudgens (916) 481-4930.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Art lecture/demonstration
Pastel Laureate, Margot Schulzke 
will share her thoughts “Knowledge 
is Power” Wednesday, June 9. 7 p.m. 
at the Sacramento Fine Arts Center, 
5330-B Gibbons Drive, Carmichael, 
916-971-3713. Her objective in this 
discussion is to help people under-
stand the rules of  design well enough 
that they can break them successful-
ly. Free - Guests are always welcome. 
Wheelchair accessible. Information 
916-966-8910.

June 10
Computer club meeting
The Mission Oaks Computer Club 
will meet on Thursday, June 10, 2010 
from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM at the Mis-
sion Oaks Community Center, 4701 
Gibbons Drive, Carmichael. The 
meeting topic will be “Securing Your 
Computer”, presented by Computer 
Security Analyst Davin Enigl. A prob-
lem solving clinic, led by Adam Lac-
ey of  Applications, Etc, will follow the 
meeting. First-time visitors are wel-
come. For additional information call 
(916) 366-1687 or visit our Web site 
at www.missionoakscomputerclub.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

June 10
“Wild Kingdom” comes to Effie Yeaw
Things are about to get wild at Effie Yeaw 
Nature Center. Peter Gros, co-host of the 
original Mutual of  Omaha’s Wild King-
dom, along with some of his animal friends 
will stop by on Monday, June 7 to do two 
appearances from  8:45-9:15 a.m. and 
9:30-10 a.m. Gros will talk with those in 
attendance about what they can do to pro-
tect the natural world and the animals that 
share it with us. A serval, python, civet, 
ocelot, ringtail lemur, fennec fox and a few 
creepy crawly creatures will help him de-
liver his message.  Live animals from the 
Nature Center and some fascinating natu-
ral history biofacts will also be on display. 
Tickets for this event are $2.50 per person.  
For more information, please call 489-
4918. For more information about Mutu-
al of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom, visit wild-
kingdom.com. Effie Yeaw Nature Center, 
Ancil Hoffman County Park (Entrance at 
California Ave. and Tarshes Drive) in Car-
michael.

June 11
Belle Cooledge Ice Cream Social
Bring the whole family to Belle Cooledge 
Library’s 12th annual Barbara Jeanne Han-
sen Ice Cream Social from six until eight 
p.m. on Friday, June 11 at the park adjacent 
to the library. Come celebrate the beginning 
of summer vacation with free ice cream and 
toppings provided through the generosity of 
Foster Farms Dairy featuring Crystal Dairy 
products. Friends and neighbors are invited 
to join us for this summer evening of fam-
ily fun. In addition to free ice cream, Trev-
or Wyatt the Magician will perform magic 
tricks and DJ Harrison from Let’s Celebrate 
will provide music. There will be face paint-
ing and balloon twisting by Clown Blanca 
Rose and her assistant and, depending upon 
fire calls that evening, a big red fire engine 
and friendly firemen and women from Sac-
ramento Fire Department Station 13. The 
ever-popular Sacramento Modular Rail-
roaders will have their fantastic small-scale 
railroad display in the library’s communi-
ty room.

June 12
Sacramento VisionWalk being held on Sat-
urday, June 12, 2010 at Southside Park to 
benefit the Foundation Fighting Blindness. 
VisionWalk is the national signature fund-
raising program of the Foundation Fighting 
Blindness. Anyone interested in participat-
ing in the Sacramento VisionWalk should 
visit www.VisionWalk.org or call Heath-
er Spearmint, Events Manager, at 408-202-
3801.

June 15
Latino Dance and Culture Group
Come dance to the beat of all types of Lat-
in music. Featuring DJ music and delicious 
Mexican food. Donations of $3 or more to 
enter. Held at the Ethel Hart Communi-
ty Center, 915 27th St., from 6:15 p.m. to 
9 p.m. Call Barbara Alarcon at (916) 400-
4514 for more information.

June 16
Genealogical Association of 
Sacramento
The Genealogical Association of Sacramen-
to will hold their regular meeting the third 
Wed of June 16 at 1 p.m. in the Colonial 
Heights Library at 21st Avenue and Stock-
ton Boulevard. The June speaker is Patricia 
Johnson, senior archivist of the Center for 
Sacramento History. Questions? Call Mela-
nie Howard at (916) 383-1221.

June 19
Spring Tree Tours
Join the Sacramento Tree Foundation for a 
walk under Sacramento’s tree canopy. Meet 
Saturday, June 19, CSUS Arboretum, meet at 
the Northeast pathway to the arboretum from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. Learn about identifying trees 
by leaf, bark and growth habits and get an idea 
of the great varieties of trees over our heads. 
Insect and disease issues will be discussed as 
well as watering needs for our particular envi-
ronment of clay soils and hot weather. For ad-
ditional information, including planting op-
portunities, please visit www.sactree.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Waldorf Open House
Learn about the unique and nurturing curric-
ulum offered in the early childhood programs 
of a Waldorf school. At this event, you will 
see our beautiful 40-acre campus, meet fac-
ulty members, and discuss your child at this 
free open house, 9 a.m. to noon. Free child 
care with advanced reservations. For more in-
formation, visit www.liveoakwaldorf.org or 
call Live Oak Waldorf School at (530) 878-
8720. Live Oak Waldorf School, 410 Croth-
er Road in Meadow Vista is just minutes 
from Auburn, off I-80 at the Applegate exit.

July

Latino Dance and Culture Group
Come dance to the beat of all types of Lat-
in music on July 13 and July 20. Featuring 
DJ music and delicious Mexican food. Do-
nations of $3 or more to enter. Held at the 
Ethel Hart Community Center, 915 27th 
St., from 6:15 p.m. to 9 p.m. Call Barba-
ra Alarcon at (916) 400-4514 for more in-
formation.

July 3
Spirit of the Pocket Fourth of 
July parade
The annual  Spirit  of  the Pocket  pa-
rade wi l l  start  at  10 p.m. and wi l l 
travel  down Windbridge Drive to 
Garcia  Bend Park . Entries  are  now 
being accepted for  the 2010 Pock-
et  Parade, which wi l l  be  held on 
July  3rd at  10 a .m. Entry forms are 
avai lable  onl ine at  www.cityofsacra-
mento.org/counci l  or  cal l  my off ice 
at  808-7338 or  The Pocket  News at 
429-9901.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Matsuyama Elementary School 
Fun Run/Walk
It ’s  t ime for  the  15th  annual  Ju ly 
Fun Run/Walk  at  Matsuyama Ele -
mentary. Everyone  i s  inv i ted  to  at -
tend th i s  community  and fami ly 
or iented  event , which  ra i ses  funds 
for  the  2010-2011 s ixth  graders  to 
attend the  Sly  Park  Env ironmen-
ta l  S c ience  Camp. The Fun Run/
Walk  i s  a  5K/8K event  that  w i l l 
t ake  place  on  Saturday, Ju ly  3rd , 
at  Matsuyama Elementary  S chool , 
7680 Windbridge  Drive. C heck  in 
beg ins  at  7  a .m. , and the  race  start 
t ime i s  8  a .m. Fees  are  $15, and in-
cludes  event  T-shirt  before  Thurs-
day  June  10;  a f ter  June  10, the 
fee  i s  $20. For  more  information, 
plea se  contac t  Maria  Rodriguez  at 
421-6967.

July 8
Computer Club meeting
The Mission Oaks Computer Club will 
meet on Thursday, July 8, 2010 from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Mission Oaks 
Community Center, 4701 Gibbons 
Drive, Carmichael. The meeting top-
ic will be “What’s New at Apple,” pre-
sented by Brent Sallee of MacClicks. 
A problem-solving clinic, led by Adam 
Lacey of Applications, Etc, will follow 
the meeting. First-time visitors are wel-
come. For additional information call 
(916) 366-1687 or visit our Web site at 
www.missionoakscomputerclub.org. 

July 10
Jensen Garden Workday
Friends of the Jensen Botanical Garden 
hold garden workdays one Saturday of 
every month from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
next workday is July 10. Bring work 
gloves, hand pruners and your lunch. 
Come join with other volunteers to 
keep the garden beautiful all year. Next 
workdays in 2010 are 8/7, 9/11, 10/9, 
11/6, 12/4. The Jensen Garden is lo-
cated at 8520 Fair Oaks Blvd. in Car-
michael. For more info: Tracy Kerth 
(916) 485-5322 ex23 or email tracy@
carmichaelpark.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS PAPER. 
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Pocket News Photo/Earl Rogers
All of the previous studies and forecasts concerning Land Park’s Sacramento 
Executive Airport have now been consolidated into a single document called the 
Draft Final Report, Executive Airport Master Plan.

By EARL ROGERS
Pocket News Writer
reporter@valcomnews.com

Almost four years ago 
( June 2006), a crowd of lo-
cal residents and airport 
people packed a Town Hall 
Forum at Kennedy High 
School. The future of Land 
Park’s Sacramento Exec-
utive Airport was on the 
line. City planners saw it as 
prime land for a major new 
growth area. Opposition 
groups wore “Save Execu-
tive Airport” buttons. The 
crowd settled down and 
went to work. 

When the meeting ended, 
a vote showed that 60 per-
cent of the attendees want-
ed the city-owned land to 
remain an airport. Elected 
officials had heard from the 
people. They preferred an 
airport to a business park 
or housing tract.

Nine months later the 
Sacramento City Coun-
cil adopted a growth map 
showing minimal growth 
of Executive Airport land. 
That vote sealed the future 
of the airport at least until 
the year 2030 leaving it in-
tact and requiring the city 
to work with Sacramento 
County on an Airport Mas-
ter Plan. (The city owns the 
land, but the county oper-
ates the airport.) 

On April 8, about 60 peo-
ple listened to a final pre-
sentation of the Master 
Plan during a public meet-
ing at Pony Express Ele-
mentary School. Much of 
the talk summarized what 
the audience had heard be-
fore. All of the previous 
studies and forecasts have 
now been consolidated into 
a single document called, in 
the language of planners, 
Draft Final Report, Exec-
utive Airport Master Plan. 
The word draft implies that 
the final report is still open 
to comments by the public 
and probably to some mi-
nor tweaking of the lan-
guage as it is reviewed by 
the city, the county and the 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration. 

The review process be-
gan after the April 8 meet-
ing. The gestation period 
takes about nine months. If 
the schedule holds, the Sac-
ramento County Board of 
Supervisors will have the 
Master Plan on their dock-
et for approval by January 
of next year.

What does the plan say 
about future capital im-
provements?

Over the next 20 years, air-
port construction (taxiways, 
access roads, ramps, paved 
parking areas, runway clo-
sures, utilities and a host of 
minor projects) will boost the 
local economy to the tune of 
$41.5 million provided that 
money becomes available. 

According to the plan, 
the future is broken into 
two 5-year and one 10-year 
phases. Each phase calls 
for a list of projects to be 
completed, but no devel-
opment will take place un-
less there is an actual de-
mand for it and the funds 
are available. 

Federal, state, and in some 
cases private third party fi-
nancing are the sources of 
money for airport projects. 
Money from the State of 
California is not available 
because of the state’s fis-
cal crisis. Airport revenues 
can be used for major con-
struction, but Executive 

A final look at the Master Plan for Executive Airport

Community meeting draws a 
curtain on planning process

See Airport, page 27

Airport falls short of funds 
even for day-to-day opera-
tions and maintenance.

 
Deficit spending and reve-
nue sources

Yes. The airport does not 
generate enough revenue to 
be self-supporting. Annual 
revenues are less than half 
the operating cost, a ratio 
of $1.4 million revenue to 
$3.3 million cost. 

The County Airport Sys-
tem, which includes the 
Sacramento Internation-
al Airport, makes up the 
shortfall. The justification 
for this assumes that with-
out Executive Airport, In-
ternational would have to 
pay for handling private 
jets and some of the propel-
ler planes that now land at 
Executive.

Current sources of  air-
port revenue are fuel flow-
age fees, terminal space 
and building leasing, han-
gar rent, tie-down fees 
and permit fees for com-
mercial operators. Rais-
ing these fees high enough 
to cover all costs of  op-
eration and maintenance 
would be unsustainable. 
Officials conducting the 
meeting said quite em-
phatically they didn’t 
want anyone concluding 
that because the airport 

J a n e y  Wa y  M e m o r i e s

The pit is on fire
By MARTY RELLES
Pocket News Columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

In the early 1960s, the U.S. began 
launching rockets into space. Some carried 
satellites. Others carried astronauts into 
space. Inspired, we on Janey Way decided 
to launch a rocket of our own. 

We started by taking an expended met-
al CO2 cartridge and filling it with match heads. When it 
was full, we placed one end of a match into the cartridge 
with the head of the match sticking out. We then taped the 
cartridge to a 3-foot long stick, and took the rocket out into 
the pit, the vacated sand and gravel site located behind the 
houses on the east side of Janey Way, to a carefully select-
ed launch site. There we stuck the rocket into the ground, 
lit the match and ran back to a bunker built out of broken 
pieces of concrete, where we waited for the rocket to fire off. 
Ten, nine, eight, seven, six, five, four, three, two, one – then 
off shot the rocket. It sailed probably 50 feet into the air, and 
out 100 feet or so, and then crashed to the ground. Just like 
at Cape Kennedy, we cheered our successful rocket launch. 
We subsequently attempted several rocket launches from 
the pit. Some worked just like the first. Others only sput-
tered. Some misfired and bounced along the ground until 
the matches stopped burning. Eventually we ran out of CO2 
cartridges and our rocket launching experiments came to an 
abrupt halt. I shudder to think what our parents would have 
said, had they known what we were up to.

Fire in the pit
My friend Dan went out to the pit one day to play with 

matches. He had a box full of book matches to light. He care-
fully folded two matches out of a book and lit them. They 
burned slowly back toward the book and eventually ignited it. 
When this happened, he threw the burning book of match-
es into the air, creating a fireworks effect. He did this several 
times without a problem. Finally, as he lit another book, a spark 
flew back toward it, igniting it immediately. This caught Dan by 
surprise and burned him, so he tossed the lit matchbook into 
some brush near where he stood. The brush caught fire. He 
panicked. At first he tried to stomp the fire out with his feet. It 
didn’t work. He then ran back into his yard to get a garden hose. 
It did not reach out far enough into the pit. The fire now blazed. 
Not knowing what to do, he ran into the house to his bedroom 
and hid. Someone must have noticed the fire and tripped a fire 
alarm. Soon the fire trucks came. They drove down into the pit 
and proceeded to put the fire out.

After extinguishing the fire, the firefighters decided to inves-
tigate. The walked from house to house up Janey Way asking 
residents if they had seen how the fire started. When they got 
to Dan’s house, his sister Nancy answered the door. They asked 
her about the fire. She said, “I didn’t see it start, but my broth-
er Dan might have started it, he ran into his room a while ago, 
looking pretty guilty.” The fireman asked to speak to Dan, but 
Nancy couldn’t find him, as he hid silently under his bed. Soon 
the firefighters left. The pit however, continued to smolder for 
weeks after the fire. The smoldering finally stopped when the 
rains came in the fall and thoroughly soaked the ground. 

The firemen never came back to question Dan about the 
fire, but he had learned his lesson. He never again played 
with matches. Interestingly enough, after serving in the 
army, Dan went on to enjoy a long career with the Califor-
nia State Department of Justice. Now the story of the fire 
in the pit is just another incendiary Janey Way memory. 
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operates on a shortfall it 
may be closed.

How might the airport 
raise additional revenues: 
Land lease income from 
the development of airport 
lands for commercial use 
both airport and non-air-
port related is discussed in 
an appendix to the report. 
Two new sources of revenue 
are also mentioned: landing 
fees for large transient air-
craft weighing more than 
12,500 pounds and airport 
access fees for residents liv-
ing in Fullertown 

What’s the deal with Ful-
lertown?

Fullertown is a subdi-
vision of 72 single-fami-
ly lots on 24th Street ad-
joining Executive Airport. 
Some of the residents are 
aircraft owners with han-
gars on their own residen-
tial lots facing the airport 
boundary with easy access 
to the airport runways, like 
backing out of your drive-
way onto a public street. 
For the past 50 years, they 
have been operating their 
aircraft without having to 
pay a fee for rolling across 
the airport boundary, called 
TTF or through-the-fence 
access. Times have changed. 
The Master Plan study has 
awakened County officials 
to a new source of revenue, 
an assessment to be paid by 
the Fullertown homeown-
ers for driving an airplane 
off their property onto a 
public taxiway. The FAA is 
concerned about airport se-
curity and control of access. 
The Master Plan proposes 
three alternatives, none of 
which appear to benefit the 
Fullertown people. Negoti-
ations continue among the 
homeowners, airport offi-
cials and the FAA.

Will the existing noise 
ordnance be changed?

Yes, but not enough to 
make a perceptible differ-
ence. The current noise 
ordnance is considered dis-
criminatory because it ap-
plied to jets only. The bar 
will be lowered somewhat 
to include a small number 
of aircraft that would oth-
erwise be excluded from 
landing or taking-off from 
Executive and would have 

to land at some other near-
by airport in the county. 
The revised ordnance will 
be easier to enforce.

With other airport issues 
pretty much settled, ques-
tions about noise seem to 
arise more often than not 
at the public meetings. Air-
port officials have repeat-
edly stated that all noise 

complaints are investigat-
ed. An aircraft noise mon-
itoring system, in place on 
the airport since 1996, al-
lows the community to 
track the worst of the noise 
perpetrators via a website, 
http://www.sacramento-
tracks.com. Noise violation 
is a misdemeanor. It hasn’t 
happened yet, but serious 

Airport: Locals can view Executive Airport Master Plan online
Continued from page 26

violators could be fined or 
otherwise told to take their 
airplane elsewhere. 

Viewing the Executive 
Airport Master Plan

Anyone with comput-
er access to the inter-
net can download the en-
tire report in PDF format. 
Go to http://www.sacair-

ports.org/exec/planning/
master_plan.html. Click on 
the various components or 
download the complete doc-
ument.

Not computer literate? 
Go to the office of John 
Downey, the Airport Man-
ager in the terminal build-
ing at 6151 Freeport Blvd. 
to see a physical copy.
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