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City Council shake-up
By RYAN ROSE
Pocket News Editor
ryanrose@valcomnews.com

Since 1992, no incumbent Sacramento City Council-
member has lost a re-election bid; last Tuesday night, that 
all changed.

Sacramento City Councilmembers Ray Tretheway, from 
Natomas’ District 1, and Robbie Waters, representing Pock-
et-Greenhaven’s District 7, have apparently lost in their race to 
serve another four years at City Hall. It’s been 18 years since 
such an upset has occurred in Sacramento City politics.

According to semi-official results released June 9 at 1:48 a.m. 
by the Sacramento County Registrar of Voters, both incum-
bents lost to political newcomers, Tretheway falling to Nato-
mas grassroots campaigner Angelique Ashby, and Robbie Wa-
ters being edged out by Ryan Chin and Darrell Fong. 

The District 7 Race
According to the semi-official results, Chin was the big win-

ner Tuesday night, taking in 38.45 percent of the vote; Fong 
came in second with 31.41 percent; Waters, the four-term in-
cumbent and only Republican on the City Council, garnered 
27.44 percent; and college student Diedre Hobart came in a 
distant fourth place. With no candidate earning a clear majori-
ty, the results set up a likely run-off election this November be-

See Election, page 4
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tween the first- and second-place winners, Chin and Fong, re-
spectively.

Waters, who has served on the City Council since 
1994 and raised more money and spent more money in 
this election than any other City Council candidate, was 
fighting a determined battle in his re-election bid. Chal-
lengers Chin, a strategic communications officer with 
Sacramento State, and Fong, a retired Sacramento Po-
lice captain, seized early on to the anti-incumbent senti-
ment sweeping the U.S.

In a special interview prior to the election with Pock-
et News reporter Celia Green, Waters had said that he 
hoped to serve one more four-year term and then retire 
from city politics. That retirement, it seems, will come 
early.

Election: Chin vs. Fong Nov. 2
Continued from page 3
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By CELIA GREEN
Pocket News Writer
celia@valcomnews.com

Americans love their dogs. Almost 40 
percent of households own a dog, most-
ly for the companionship they offer. The 
Sacramento Police Department has dogs, 
also, eight of them. They are the city’s K-9 
unit, and one of those officers was recent-
ly wounded while on duty, and has been 
named grand marshal in the 16th annu-
al Fourth of July Spirit of the Pocket Pa-
rade.

It was a Monday night in March of this 
year when Officer Gary Dahl and his K-
9 partner Bandit responded to a home in-
vasion. As the intruder stepped out the 
sliding door, into the dark backyard, Dahl 
shouted, “Show me your hands!”

Bandit charged and the intruder fired 
his weapon, hitting Bandit in the shoul-
der.

“I saw Bandit try to push himself up off 
the ground. His hips rose, but his shoul-
ders wouldn’t,” said Dahl. “ The intruder 
ran towards the front of the house, and I 
picked up Bandit and ran to the back fence 
(where their car was parked.) I couldn’t 
jump over the fence, so I tore out some 
boards to get him into the car and went 
straight to the vet.”

“If it weren’t for him, it would have been 
me or another officer shot,” Dahl said. 
“He’s a tool. He keeps us safe when going 
into dark or dangerous spaces.”

Bandit underwent five hours of surgery, 
but was out of service for a mere 30 days. 

“ There was a great outpouring from the 
community,” said Dahl. “And while he was 
recovering at home, my wife got him fat, 
giving him treats. He gained 6 pounds.”

That’s because Bandit lives with Officer 
Dahl, his wife and three children.

“He’s one of the family. He sleeps in-
side the house, goes to work with me and 
sometimes comes with me when I’m run-
ning errands.”

The four-and-a-half year old German 
Shepherd went through rigorous testing 
to earn his place in the Sacramento PD.

“He was a year old when he came here 
from Czechoslovakia. He was this ratty, 
ugly, skinny dog,” said Dahl. “After four 

Pocket Parade is July 3

K-9 officer Bandit to be grand 
marshal in annual Pocket Parade

See Parade dog, page 19

Pocket News Photo/Celia Green
Sacramento Police Department K-9 cop Bandit, pictured 
with his partner Officer Gary Dahl, has been named grand 
marshal in the 16th annual Fourth of July Spirit of the Pocket 
Parade
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG 
Pocket News Writer
lance@valcomnews.com

For those who have trav-
eled along Gloria Drive in the 
Pocket area and have won-
dered, “Who was Gloria?” the 
following words should be of 
interest.

Like many older things in 
the Riverside-Pocket, this 
street has an origin that links 
back to the area’s Portuguese 
roots.

Contrary to what one 
might think, Gloria Drive is 
not named after anyone with 
worldwide, nationwide or even 
statewide fame, but instead the 
street pays tribute to an early 
Riverside-Pocket resident.

This resident was Gloria 
Vieira (Pedro) Lopes, who 
once owned property be-
tween 34th and 35th avenues 
and what later became Gloria 
Drive.

If she were alive today, 
Gloria would be 125 years 

old. But fortunately, this 
publication discovered that 
Gloria had one daughter, 
90-year-old Natomas resi-
dent, Doris (Lopes) Yager, 
who agreed to share infor-
mation about her mother, 
who passed away at the age 
of 94 on Feb. 2, 1979.

Daughter of “The Drive”
Sitting down with The 

Pocket News last week, Do-
ris, a 1938 graduate of Mc-
Clatchy High School, be-
gan to tell the story of her 
mother, who was born in 
the Azores Islands of Por-
tugal on Nov. 1, 1884.

“My mother was 25 years 
of age when she landed in 
Boston on Nov. 8, 1909,” 
Doris said. “She had trav-
eled on the ship, S.S. 
Canopia, from Pico (in the 
Azores Islands).”

Following the death of her 
father, Manuel T. Lopes, 
Gloria was living on the 

dairy and bean farm of one 
of her brothers in French 
Camp in the Stockton area.

And it was there that her 
mother cooked meals for 
the property’s workmen on 
a regular basis.

Doris said that her moth-
er acquired the property 
along today’s Gloria Drive, 
following the death of her 
uncle.

“ The property had origi-
nally belonged to my moth-
er’s brother, John Vieira 
Pedro, who was (eventual-
ly) unable to keep up the 
payments, so my moth-
er paid off the property 
and became owner of the 
property,” Doris said. “But 
my uncle continued to live 
there until he died. She ac-
quired the property some-
time in about the 1930s. 
As far as the history before 
that, I don’t know who my 

Know your neighbor

Piece of Pocket history: The story 
behind naming Gloria Drive 

Courtesy of Doris (Lopes) Yager
Pocket’s Gloria Drive was named for Gloria Vieira (Pedro) Lopes, pictured here 
with her husband, Manuel T. Lopes.See Gloria, page 7
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uncle bought (the proper-
ty) from and how long he 
had it. I do know that he 
did have that property be-
fore 1920. He lived there 
before that.”

Doris said that she lived 
with her mother on this 
property, which included 
a two-story, wood-framed 
house, on two separate oc-
casions, with the first being 
from about 1919 to about 
1925.

Since her father died in 
April 1919, four months 
prior to Doris’ birth, Doris, 
said that she believes she 
may have developed an even 
closer relationship with her 
mother, despite her moth-
er’s busy lifestyle as a sin-
gle mother.

“I had a close relation-
ship with my mother,” said 
Doris, who was also an 
only child, since her broth-
er, who had the same name 
as her father, died when he 
was three days old in about 
1917.

Elaborating on her com-
ment about her mother 
having a busy lifestyle, Do-
ris said, “My mother was 
a very pleasant person, 
but she was always work-
ing, always busy, she was 
not an idle person by any 
means. She was always a 
home keeper. She did gar-
dening and she took care of 
her yard and other things 
that women did back then. 
We had chickens, we had 
ducks, we had rabbits and 
she took care all of them. I 
mean, she was quite the gal 
back then. She took care of 
everything; the man’s job 
and the woman’s job, both. 
Where she could barely 
write or speak English at 

the time, she was extremely 
capable of doing all of this 
(work). I was always very 
proud of her accomplish-
ments.”

And if caring for her in-
side and outside work was 
not enough, Gloria also 
managed to own three 
properties during her life 
and have three houses built 
– two along the old River-
side Road and one at 1250 
Marian Way, where she re-
sided for about the last 40 
years of her life.

A determined woman
Doris, who for 40 years 

resided with her now-late 
husband, William John Yag-
er, at 1087 35th Ave., said 
that she was very impressed 
in her mother’s determi-
nation to have these three 
houses built.

“When I stop and think 
that this woman had three 
houses – she didn’t go and 
buy three already-built hous-
es, but she had three houses 
built from the ground up – 
I think that was quite an ac-
complishment for someone 
to do way back then,” Do-
ris said.

Doris also described her 
mother as a very artistic 
person, noting that she was 
a very talented tatter.

“She did tatting. I still 
have something she made,” 
Doris said as she proudly 
headed to a different room 
of her home, where she 
keeps a very elaborate piece 
of her mother’s work under 
glass.

Doris also said that her 
mother, who she described 
as an attractive lady stand-
ing nearly 6 feet tall, did 
a lot of sewing, including 
work she did on one of Do-
ris’ most memorable items 
of clothing.

“I was queen (of the Riv-
erside Holy Ghost Fes-
ta) one year,” Doris said. “I 
had that privilege. I think I 
was probably in the eighth 
grade. I remember march-
ing and carrying the crown 
in the parade on Riverside 
(Road). I also remember 
that my mother and one of 
her friends made the dress 
that I wore. It was a very 
pretty, white dress.”

Gloria also enjoyed en-
tertaining, as she often held 
card parties at her house 
with her friends.

When asked whether her 
mother had any philoso-
phies or words of wisdom, 
in which she lived by, Do-
ris quickly responded, “Oh 
yes, she would always say 
to be honest about whatev-
er you did in life. That’s the 
one thing that she always 
did say.”

And when asked the 
“golden question” how her 
mother had a local street 
named in her honor, Do-
ris said, “How she got the 
street named after her is she 
sold the property to Hen-
ry Moss, who was a devel-
oper at that time and who 
developed 34th and 35th 

avenues. I would say it be-
came Gloria Drive in about 
1955. In the process (of this 
development), (Moss) told 
her that he wanted to name 
the street after her and call 
it Gloria Drive. So, Gloria 
Drive starts right there (in 
the area) where she had the 
property.

“Little did she realize, 
Gloria Drive was going to 
be such a long, long street, 
because all of that oth-
er property was not devel-
oped. I don’t think it was 
developed past the Macha-
dos (in the Reichmuth Park 
area). I would say it was two, 
three, four blocks. No way 
was it as big (of a street) as 
it is today. Kennedy High 
School was far from being 
built. It’s a main street, but 
at that time it was not, but 
they just continued build-
ing and (the street) contin-
ued on.”

Tribute to a Pocket pioneer
Paying tribute to her moth-

er, Doris, who has a son Har-
rie Wilsie Yager, who lives in 
Half Moon Bay, a daughter 
Gloria Denise (Yager) Igna-
cio, who lives in Thousand 
Oaks, three grandchildren 
and four step-grandchil-
dren, said that her mother 
was very deserving of having 
a street named in her honor.

Additionally, Doris said 
that she believes her mother 
would be pleased to see the 
growth of the street.

“I think my mother would 
be very proud of (Gloria 
Drive), since where it start-
ed was on her property and 
that it turned out to be such 
a long street,” Doris said. 
“I mean, it goes past Florin 
Road. I think that’s some-
thing to be proud of to have 
a building or a street named 
after you. It isn’t an every 
day occurrence.”

Gloria: ‘It’s a main street, but at the time it was not...’
Continued from page 6

“I think my mother 

would be very 

proud of (Gloria 

Drive), since where 

it started was on 

her property”
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Special to The Pocket News
From the American River Natural History Association

Sacramento County officials have requested 
detailed proposals from four local nonprofit or-
ganizations on how they would manage the Ef-
fie Yeaw Nature Center if selected when county 
operation is scheduled to end June 30.

Four nonprofits stepped up when a bud-
get crunch threatened closure of the center: the 
American River Natural History Association, the 
American River Parkway Foundation, the Sacra-
mento County Office of Education and the Dis-
covery Museum on Auburn Blvd., Sacramento.

Each organization was asked to provide in-
formation on such key subjects as anticipated 
revenue and expenditures, and plans for fulfill-
ing the nature center’s basic services for chil-
dren, teens and adults such as nature tours, 
animal care and exhibits. The deadline for 
submitting the proposals was June 4. 

The requests for proposals were issued fol-
lowing a Board of Supervisors May 12 Work-
shop on future of the financially struggling 
regional parks system. About 65 people at-
tended, wearing green attire and stickers with 

ARNHA ‘s logo in hopes of persuading the 
supervisors to choose ARNHA to run the na-
ture center. 

Developing the plans
Months ago, ARNHA was the first of the 

four organizations to express interest in man-
aging the nature center, drawing support from 
Parks Department Director Janet Baker. 

“ARNHA is an obvious choice because of 
its continuing support of the Nature Center 
over many years,” Baker said.

No county funding is assured beyond June 
30 for the 33-year-old, award-winning nature 
center. However, ARNHA Board and Associ-
ate Board members are hoping the supervisors 
can be persuaded to find the resources to al-
low the county to continue operating the nature 
center and remove the threat of closure. In a 
statement, Peggy Kennedy, ARNHA vice pres-
ident, made the case for keeping the 33-year old 
award winning nature center’s doors open:

“Effie Yeaw Nature Center has a long tradition 
of providing environmental education for the chil-

Will ARNHA take over the Effie 
Yeaw Nature Center?

See Effie Yeaw, page 9
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dren and adults of Sacramento 
County. The 77 acres of natural 
preserve is an unusual treasure 
in the midst of suburban devel-
opment. It would be a pity if the 
museum and assembly building 
were closed, if the nature pre-
serve were left open to vandals, 
vagrants, and others who do 
not value the preserve. The por-
tion of county funding needed to 
keep Effie Yeaw Nature Center 
open and functioning as a source 
of environmental education is a 
tiny part of the county budget.

“The benefits the Effie Yeaw 
Nature Center brings to the 
businesses and homeowners 
of the county make keeping 
the Center open a good busi-
ness decision. Hearing a third 
grader who has just completed 
a workshop at Effie Yeaw Na-
ture Center say, ‘This is the best 
day of my life’ is all the testimo-
ny we need.”

With the county facing a 
projected $166.5 million def-
icit in fiscal 2010-2011, Baker 
said officials also are exploring 
the possible transformation of 
the Parks Department itself. 

“We are researching different 
models statewide for county re-
gional park agencies – whether 
they be special districts, conser-
vancies or joint powers author-
ities. The goal is to find the 
model that best fits our region 
and offers the most likely op-
portunity for success.

 “In the end it may be that vot-
ers will be asked whether or not 
they would support a special tax 
or assessment to protect and 
maintain regional parks, open 
space and trails in the region.” 

Funding and fees
Baker said park officials rec-

ognize that there are many chal-
lenges around the idea of tran-
sitioning the nature center from 
county control to ARNHA, a 
501(c) (3) nonprofit organiza-
tion founded in 1981 when the 
nature center was threatened 
with closure. But she said the 
change could provide the poten-
tial for sustaining and growing 
the Nature Center’s programs 
over time by allowing increased 
flexibility and cost savings. 

“I believe that there could be 
a successful model for the Ef-
fie Yeaw Nature Center similar 
to what happened with the city 
of Sacramento and Fairytale 
Town and the Sacramento 
Zoo back in the 1980s,” Baker 
said. “Both of these organiza-

tions successfully transitioned 
to be almost fully operated by 
their non-profits. 

“The transition will take 
time and could include annu-
al benchmarks such as leas-
ing the facilities and fund rais-
ing goals. There may be some 
opportunity for limited coun-
ty support for facility mainte-
nance or Center programs dur-
ing the transition.” 

It was widely agreed by 
ARNHA and Nature Center 
officials that such a huge expan-
sion of ARNHA’s role would 
not be possible without a ma-
jor financial commitment from 
the Sacramento County during 
a transition period. 

This conclusion is illus-
trated by recent financial fig-
ures for the nature center and 
ARNHA. 

According to EYNC Direc-
tor Marilee Flannery, EYNC 
expenditures in 2008-09, the 
last year EYNC was fully fund-
ed and able to do all of its pro-
grams, were $980,000 (staffing, 
$700,000; utilities, materials, 
and supplies, $100,000; coun-
ty overhead, $180,000). Dur-
ing that year, the nature center 
served about 100,000 children, 
teens and adults with 944 pro-
grams, both on-site and in the 
community at schools, libraries, 
other parks and other commu-
nity sites. Of these programs, 
103 were free to the public. En-
trance into EYNC has also been 
free for the 33 years it has oper-
ated. Free admission was judged 
to be governed by the American 
River Parkway Plan.) 

Total EYNC revenue in 
2008-09 was $287,000 (pro-
gram revenue, $140,000; 
grants, sponsorships, agency 
support, $100,000; donations, 
$47,000, including $40,000 
from ARNHA.) 

Flannery continued, “If the 
EYNC is to operate as a nonprof-
it and wants to pay the same wages 
as staff have earned previously (not 
likely) and have the same programs, 
then it would take $513,000 to op-
erate the EYNC (cost of EYNC 
without county overhead). 

In stark contrast, ARNHA 
has budgeted $134,500 in total 
unrestricted income in 2009-
10, while allocating $59,500 to 
the Effie Yeaw Nature Center. 

Making the transition
To point to Fairytale Town’s 

transition from city of Sacra-
mento operation to nonprofit 
status as a model for Effie Yeaw 
as the Parks Department sug-
gests would present challeng-
es and opportunities. For in-
stance, the William Land Park 
children’s play park is fenced in 
and takes in about $600,000 an-
nually in admissions; it is con-
sidered unfeasible to charge ad-
mission to the unfenced nature 
center and its 77-acre preserve. 

At the same time, this disad-
vantage could be partially offset 
if the county granted Effie Yeaw 
a share of the $5-per-car park-
ing fees collected in Ancil Hoff-
man Park. 

Fairytale Town’s $1.2 million 
annual budget also includes 
$270,000 from the sale of food, 
a source of revenue not now 
available to EYNC. But food 
service would be possible with-
in Health Department restric-
tions, Marilee Flannery said. 

Nonprofit organizations that 
seek grants are said to enjoy a 
more sympathetic response 
from foundations and business 
firms than do government-sup-
ported groups. However, there 
can be a downside when do-
nors restrict awards to specific 
projects and not ongoing oper-
ations such as staff salaries. 

J a n e y  Wa y  M e m o r i e s

The Relles 
family pets

By MARTY RELLES
Pocket News Columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

During my childhood on Janey Way, my family had sever-
al pets. The first was a dog. I can’t remember his name. He 
liked to chase cars though. Dad tried everything to break 
him of the habit, but he refused to change this bad behavior. 
Eventually, that led to his demise as a car hit and killed him. 
We were heartbroken by his loss and because of that we nev-
er owned another dog. After that, we took in cats.

We named our first cat Sinbad. A friend of my sister Pa-
tricia gave us this magnificent, purebred Siamese cat. Being 
a tom, he loved to fight. In fact, he chased most of the oth-
er cats out of the neighborhood. Even the dogs took a wide 
birth around our house when Sinbad showed his face. I re-
member seeing one dog chase him down the street. Then 
Sinbad suddenly turned and loosed his claws on the dog‘s 
face. It let out a blood curdling yip heard around the block. 
Needless to say, the dog ran away and never came by again. 

One time Sinbad fought with a squirrel near our neigh-
bor Dom Costamagna’s house. The squirrel bit him on the 
leg causing an infection. The cat spent days in the animal 
hospital having that wound treated. I am sure the cost for 
the treatment was exorbitant, but dad insisted they nurse 
him back to health. Days later, he returned home like a fall-
en hero, and received weeks of extra special treatment from 
all the family. Sinbad used to perch at the entrance to Janey 
Way guarding his turf. When we saw him down there, 
we yelled, “Here Sinbad, come home,” and he would come 
running home in a full sprint. Sadly, one day Sinbad mys-
teriously disappeared. We think someone kidnapped him. 
With his beautiful color and markings, he stood out, and 
likely someone just took him.

Later, when I moved off Janey Way I had cats of my own. 
My Siamese female cat, Maggie, eventually gave birth to a 
big litter of kittens so I asked dad to take one. He picked 
out a furry jumble of a cat he named Bootsie. He and 
the cat developed a special relationship. When we visit-
ed my parents house, we usually found Bootsie sitting on 
dad’s lap. Dad used to work on bingo night at St. Mary’s 
Church. When he did that, Bootsie followed him down to 
the church and then followed him home afterward. 

When dad returned home from a drive, he usually found 
Bootsie perched on the brick ledge skirting the house. 
When dad called, the cat usually jumped from one side of 
the perch to the other so dad could open the door. Then, 
like a little dog, she followed dad into the house. Bootsie 
produced several litters of cats, so we finally suggested dad 
have her spayed. He refused, saying it was her “God-giv-
en right” to have kittens. One day, dad arrived home and 
found Bootsie dead in our backyard. Dad thought a dog 
may have killed her as she had a litter of kittens at the time 
and may have been protecting them.

Our family had a long and storied history with animals. 
Most seemed to meet an unfortunate demise, but we cher-
ished all of them and they in turn gave us many happy 
Janey Way memories.

Effie Yeaw: ‘People want to help us out’
Continued from page 8
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Special to The Pocket News

The Robbie Waters 
Pocket-Greenhaven Li-
brary will be brand-new 
when it opens at 10 a .m., 
Saturday, August 28. But, 
the newly-appointed per-
son in charge of  the new 
library branch is a Sacra-
mento Public Library su-
pervisor with much ex-
perience serving library 
patrons. Brendle Wells is 
excitedly anticipating her 
move from supervisor at 
Fair Oaks Library to the 
new Pocket area branch.

Wells grew up in Fre-
mont, California , and 
started her library ca-
reer soon after receiving 
her master ’s degree in Li-
brary Information Sci-

ence from San Jose State 
University in 1996.

Her connection with 
library visitors began 
as the youth services li-
brarian at Hillview Pub-

lic Library in San Jose. 
In 2000, Wells was hired 
by the Sacramento Public 
Library where she con-
tinued as a children’s li-
brarian at Carmichael Li-
brary and later at Fair 
Oaks Library.

Library management 
soon found Wells to be an 
outstanding staff  mem-
ber with excellent leader-
ship, community, and or-
ganizational skills. She 
was promoted to branch 
supervisor of  Fair Oaks 
Library five years ago.

“ I look forward to the 
challenge of  the new li-
brary branch and the op-
portunity to know the 

people of  the Pocket-
Greenhaven area,” Wells 
continued.

She plans to develop 
strong community ties 
with local families and 
children. The new library 
will feature an early liter-
acy center to develop ba-
sic reading skills for chil-
dren, ages 5 and younger. 
Wells plans to make the 
library a valuable learn-
ing resource for home-
school children.

She established a suc-
cessful Twitter account 
for her former library 
branch, which updated 
Fair Oaks residents with 
up-to-the-minute infor-

mation on branch pro-
grams and service. Wells 
plans to start a similar 
Twitter library account 
for the Pocket-Green-
haven community.

When she is not busy 
interacting with her staff 
and library visitors, Wells 
occupies her free time 
with reading, as mystery 
stories are among her fa-
vorite books. Plus, she 
likes to browse through 
new children’s books so 
she can recommend to 
parents of  young readers. 
In addition to reading, 
Wells enjoys visits to lo-
cal farmers markets and 
is an ice hockey fan.

New library prepares for opening day

Library supervisor chosen for new Robbie Waters 
Pocket-Greenhaven Library

“I look 
forward to 

the challenge 
of the new 

library branch 
and the 

opportunity 
to know the 

people”

Pocket News Photo/Ryan Rose
The new Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Library opens at 10 a.m. on Saturday, August 28.
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RIVERLAKE HALFPLEX
Spark l ing  ha l fp lex  home in  pr iva te  ga ted 
Br idgev iew in  River lake .  Lake  access  w/
picnic  tables  & boat  dock.  3  master  sui tes . 
One bed & ful l  bath downstairs .   New car-
pet  & fresh inter ior  paint .  Newer t i le  type 
r o o f .  S e e  w w w. 7 7 2 4 B e l l B r i d g e Wa y. c o m 
$319,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

DIDION SCHOOL DISTRICT
Beautiful updated 1 story home. Upgrades include 
new HVAC, flooring throughout, Kitchen appli-
ances, and interior paint. Bathrooms remodeled 
with granite & new flooring. Other features include 
updated roof, spacious yard, wonderful floor plan 
& much more.  See www.6754ParkRivieraWay.
com $275,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

4215 Freeport Blvd.

454-5753

THE ISLANDS AT RIVERLAKE
Practically new home built in 2008. Over $30K in upgrades 
including surround sound, entry way marble, custom trimmed 
windows, GE Profile appliances in kitchen w/gas cook top. 
Upgraded bathrooms and cabinets throughout. Built-in office 
space upstairs. Located w/pretty greenbelt in front of home. 
See www. 8062LindaIsleLn.isnowforsale.com $379,000

LEIGH RUTLEDGE 612-6911
BILL HAMBRICK 600-6528

Visit Our Web Site: www.windermeredunnigan.com

QUALITY ABOUNDS
South Land Park Terrace w/1/3 acre & almost 3200sf. Huge 
family room enjoys panoramic view of gorgeous yard thru 
impressive glass doors. Master suite enjoys the same view, 
impressive walk-in closet & spacious bath. Remote 4th bed is 
really a retreat w/kitchenette, lg bath & walk-in closet. Don't 
miss 16 X 20 upstairs storage!  See www.1209ridgeway.
com $759,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

BACKS TO SACRAMENTO RIVER
Quality Harris built home in quiet, highly desired location. 
4 bed single story w/ remote bedroom. Dual pane windows, 
large peaceful private yard. Sale includes two parcels (.47acres 
for both parcels). Some neighbors built boat docks within 
the last few yrs on the levy parcel. Buyer to consult w/city 
re-permit process & availability. Rare opportunity to own on 
the river.  See www.715ClipperWay.com $317,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

GREENHAVEN BEAUTY
Immaculate, Spacious, Single Story Home in Lovely Loca-
tion. Custom home with updated kitchen & baths, beautiful 
yards, newer central heat & air, fresh interior & exterior paint. 
Wonderful curb appeal - This home shows like a model. See 
www.924GreenstarWay.epropertysites.com $359,000

NANCY WEGGE 600-5458
LISA MARTIS 612-7548

ONE STORY CONDO
Great location, interior end unit where the front door opens to 
greenbelt area. Well maintained single story with living room 
fireplace, private patio and 2-car attached garage. Comfortable 
and convenient; within easy walking distance of shopping and 
school. See www.440FlorinRd.view24hours.com $134,900

KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458
KATIE MCCRAW 747-4814

CLASSIC RANCH
On a nice tree shaded street w/in blocks of Land Park, Crocker 
Elem, Vic's Ice Cream. From the beautiful hdwd floors, 
designer colors, cozy LR fireplace & spacious master suite, 
this home has been meticulously cared for. Cool off in the 
blt-in pool. Energy efficient features include newer dual pane 
windows. See www.937RobertsonWay.com $449,900

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

LARGE LOT WITH POOL
Spacious 4 bed, 2 bath home on large lot. Completely 
remodeled in 2008. Hdwd floors, kitchen w/ granite 
countertops & beautiful wood cabinets. High ceil-
ings in LR & DR w/lots of light. Spacious master 
ste & FR w/ cozy fp. Quiet cul-de-sac off Riverside 
Blvd.  See www.7064RiversideBlvd.view24hours.
com $399,900

LIBBY LABELLA NEIL 539-5881

CONVENIENT LOCATION
Immaculate charming 3br, 2 bath home in a nice 
neighborhood. Spacious living and family rooms. 
Updated kitchen and baths. New roof and partial dual 
pane windows. Wood floors. Covered patio & big tool 
shed. Nice size attic for extra room or storage. This is a 
wonderful home! See www. 5637johnsdr.view24hours.
com $175,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555
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Special to The Pocket News 

On Saturday, June 26, 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m., the Sacramento Zoological So-
ciety hosts King of Feasts, a food and 
wine luau. Taste premium local wines, 
beers and an array of spirits as Sacra-
mento’s dining scene converges on the 
beautiful grounds of the Sacramento 
Zoo. 

Break out your luau attire and have 
a unique evening of international alo-
ha-flavor for adults, hosted by the la-
dies of Good Day Sacramento. Rick 
Kushman of the Sacramento Bee will 
share his food and wine knowledge.

It wouldn’t be a complete luau without 
live Ukulele players, Polynesian danc-
ers and a Classic Tiki Cocktail Mixol-
ogy Competition put on by the local 
Bartenders Guild and coordinators of 
Midtown Cocktail Week. Guests may 
also indulge in one-of-a-kind items at 
three separate silent auctions.

Some of the restaurants provid-
ing delicious samples include: Asante 
Catering, The Berry Factory a Shari 
Fitzpatrick Company, California Piz-
za Kitchen, Chops, Cupcake Crav-
ing, Dad’s Kitchen, Elephant Bar, 4th 
Street Grille, Giovanni’s Pizza, Grate-
ful Bread, Hornblower Cruises, Jeal-

ousy Catering, Just 4 U Catering, Kru 
Restaurant, L&L Hawaiian BBQ, The 
Melting Pot, Mochii Yogurt, Mul-
vaney’s B&L / Culinary Specialists

Naan India Grill, PF Chang’s, Pyr-
amid Alehouse, Rubio’s Fresh Mexi-
can Grill, Sutter Buttes Olive Ranch, 
Taste of the Wild Catering, Tex Was-
abi, Trader Joe’s, Sandra Dee’s BBQ & 
Seafood, Yogurtagogo and Zocalo.

Breweries, wineries and beverag-
es include: Bacardi, Barefoot Wine & 
Bubbly, Bogle Winery, Carvalho Fam-
ily Winery, Hoppy Brewing Company, 
Lost Coast Brewery, Markstein Bev-
erage Company, Michael-David Win-

ery, Oakstone Winery, Perry Creek 
Winery, Radee Wine, Railbridge Cel-
lars, Renwood Winery, River City 
Brewing Company, Rominger West 
Winery, SanTasti, Inc, Scribner Bend 
Vineyards, Terra d’Oro Winery and 
Twisted Rivers Wines.

Tickets may be purchased in ad-
vance for $45 for Zoo members, $50 
for non-members or $60 at the door. 
Adults only, please. Visit www.sac-
zoo.com, or call (916) 808-5888 to 
purchase tickets. Proceeds from this 
event benefit Zoo improvements, ed-
ucation programs and wildlife conser-
vation.

Sac Zoo’s ‘King of Feasts’ food and wine luau on June 26
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Baby boomer? Moi?
By DARBY PATTERSON
Pocket News Columnist
darby@valcomnews.com

I’d planned to write an advocacy column in this issue of 
your excellent neighborhood newspaper. Something about 
our responsibility as Baby Boomers to demand respect; to 
refuse to be treated as diminished adults who silently ac-
cept being talked-down-to, and urging us to become ac-
tively defiant of stereotypes about aging. I became deter-
mined to cover this topic after a chipper waitress in a tiny 
San Francisco restaurant referred to me with the “D” word 
(that would be “dear”). I talked myself down with the help 
of my rational husband who (rationally) dislikes “scenes.”

Then, in preparation for my tutorial on respect for one’s 
elders, I discovered some disturbing information. Not only 
does American society stereotype people who appear old-
er than 50, the elders among us share the damaging (and 
inaccurate) impression that growing older is synonymous 
with disturbing negatives. The problem, it seems, is en-
demic in our Baby Boomer population as well as in those 
who are our seniors. If we are to (eventually) change soci-
ety’s perception of aging, we must begin within.

A study from a Yale University psychologist tracked a 
group of more than 400 adults over a span of 35 years. 
Their health stats, habits and blood tests were included 
in the analysis along with their individual attitudes about 
aging. Those people who had negative ideas about what it 
means to become older had more illnesses and heart prob-
lems than participants who held no such beliefs. There 
was a measurable difference in both quality of life and 
quantity (longevity) in participants who had no precon-
ceptions about aging.

So, what are some of the stereotypes that accompany ag-
ing? That we are less than competent, in need of protec-
tion, lacking in the ability to think quickly and creative-
ly, probably don’t hear well and are on a steadily declining 
ramp to dementia and death.

Fallacious thinking such as this pervades our society and 
extends to many aspects of aging. Those of us over 55 are 
as varied and capable as is the general population. Some 
of us are talented, brilliant, interesting, creative, engaging 
and innovative. Some of us are unmotivated, lazy, disen-
gaged, disagreeable and (as one reader called me personal-
ly) – “crabby old ladies.” We are emblematic of humanity, 
part of the colorful tapestry.

Baby Boomers have an opportunity, indeed a respon-
sibility, to contribute to a new awareness about the aging 
process. A recent study, for example, shows that as people 
age, they become happier and more satisfied. More than 
340,000 individuals were surveyed and the results, pub-
lished in May, overwhelming indicates that people feel less 
stress, worry and anger as they grow older. At the same 
time feelings of happiness and enjoyment increase signifi-
cantly after the age of 50.

Baby Boomers promise to be active and involved in life. 
We intend to take charge of our lives through education, 
managing our health and being engaged in business, the 
arts and society. It’s up to us to erase the current cultur-
al stereotype of aging, and that begins with examining and 
reassessing our own beliefs.

Thus, I believe that the next time a server calls me a conde-
scending term of endearment I will not yield to polite silence. 
I will share my matured wisdom with a few words of kind ad-
vice about how to prevent his or her tip from declining.

Darby Patterson is a member of the Sacramento County Adult 
and Aging Commission and the author of “Meow.org, The Cat-
Napping Caper.” Visit Darby at www.storiesandbooks.com.

Got News?
e-mail ryanrose@valcomnews.com
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6841 Greenhaven Drive
Wonderful family home in prime 
cul-de-sac location. 4 or 5 bd 3 full 
baths, large 1/4 acre lot with lush 
landscaping. Huge kitchen with 
endless possibities. RV possible. 
Equity property. $345,000
Marilyn Suber • 456-3969

959 South beach Drive • $719,000
SuSie K. ParKer • 421-3546

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

7673 briDgeview Drive • $499,000
SuSie K. ParKer • 768-8494

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ low introductory cost
★ start anytime
★ live classes

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthly cash Flow
★ tenant screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907

1032 eaSt lanDinG
Custom single story contemporary 
in gated community. Kitchen with 
Wolf range and hood, steamer oven 
and more! Subzero fridge with glass 
door, granite counters. Mood & 
indirect lighting throughout.New 50 
year roof. $599,000
SuSie K. ParKer • 421-3546

“…For Fine older homes and 
quality newer homes”

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

PENDING

904 CobbleShoreS Drive
Not a Short Sale or REO! Great plan 
with separate family room, open to 
kitchen and well laid out for access 
to yard and built-in barbecue. Mas-
ter bedroom with sitting area. Mas-
ter bath has double sink, tub and 
separate shower. $349,000
SuSie K. ParKer • 421-3546

594 riverCreSt Dr.
Great location in Greenhaven. 3 
bedroom, 2 ba with solar heated 
pool. Landscaped yards. Kitchen 
completely updated. Tile floor, 
new stovetop, dishwasher, sink, 
& granite counters. Quiet area 
close to river. $319,900
bob billett • 995-0284

JUST LISTED:

7679 el rito way
PoCKet beSt buy, MuSt See interior anD thiS iS
not a Short Sale or reo, four beDrooMS three 
anD a half bathS all beautifully uPDateD!
$419,000

SuSie K. ParKer 768-8494

SOLDPENDING

“sign”
language

“sign”
language

For over 34 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

v
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Community helping JFK Mandarin students
John F. Kennedy High School students are very grateful to the community for giving scholarships to the senior Mandarin 
students. They have dedicated themselves to spreading Chinese culture throughout the school. County Supervisor Jimmy Yee 
Scholarship; recipient: Travis Kwok. Roger and Florence Fong Scholarship; recipient: Peter Li. Sacramento Chinese Cultural 
Foundation; recipients: Foing Chiang, Stephanie Fong, Angela He. DFI David Lu Scholarship; recipient: Ying Wang. Evergreen 
Inc. Scholarship; recipien: Long Vang. Asian Culture Scholarship; recipient: Simon Vue. BJ Arnold, MD Scholarship; recipient: 
Simon Vue. Outstanding Mandarin Student: Peter Li.
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You and your teen

Consequences that work
By STEVE DEBENEDETTI-EMANUEL
Pocket News Family Columnist
steve@rivercitycounseling.com

A few months ago, a 16-year-old boy, “John,” and his parents 
started therapy. John had been defiant recently and broken 
curfew two Saturdays in a row. Each time, he’d received a stern 
lecture and was sent to bed, only to sneak back out as soon as 
he thought they’d gone to sleep. When his parents caught him 
sneaking back in the first time, they’d been angry and threat-
ened consequences, which made John very upset. He’d begged 
them not to ground him, and against their better judgment 
they’d let him slide. When it all happened again the following 
week, they didn’t know what to do and called me.

As we started talking, his mom turned to John and blurted 
out, “If you break any rules between now and the end of school, 
you’ll be grounded for the entire summer.” Without thinking, I 
said, “Why would you want to do that to yourself?”

As much as Miss Manners would have frowned upon my 
lack of finesse, his parents appreciated my straightforward 
approach, as they realized they didn’t want to spend their 
summer supervising John 24-7. Had they tried, John would 
likely have blamed them for ruining his summer and made 
things unpleasant for everybody. Fortunately, they under-
stood my point and were receptive to my suggestions.

As tempting as it might be to react immediately and give 
harsh, lengthy consequences when your teen breaks rules, 
it’s important to take time to calm down and think about 
how you feel and what you want to say. When John’s parents 
did this they realized that they were angry, worried, and con-
fused by what he’d done, and they shared this with him.

After you’re satisfied that you teen has understood your 
concerns, encourage him/her to talk about what led him/
her to make these choices. When John’s parents did this, 
they learned that he had been having serious problems with 
his girlfriend, and he’d felt that the only time they could talk 
was late at night.

After everyone feels heard, consider how to respond. As 
much as John’s parents felt badly about the problems he was 
having, they concluded that he could have found another 
time to talk. Had they known he was having problems, they 
would have helped him figure out an alternative time. Since 
he’d chosen to sneak out instead, they felt consequences were 
appropriate. John grudgingly agreed, and he promised to try 
and be more open about his problems in the future.

As you consider the length of the restriction and what 
privileges to remove, I suggest starting with brief, rather 
than lengthy consequences, and removing less rather than 
more. This helps you focus the conversation on making bet-
ter choices, rather than your teen’s anger and resentment. 
As John choices were breaking curfew and sneaking back 
out for two weekends in a row, his parents decided that he 
wouldn’t be allowed to go out for the next two weekends. 
They chose not to take away other privileges.

When the initial consequences aren’t effective, it’s neces-
sary to adjust them by removing additional privileges. John, 
as with most teenagers, would rather eat nails and drink 
boiling oil before losing cell phone and/or car privileges. 
Had John continued defying his parents’ rules by sneaking 
out or making other serious errors in judgment, I would 
have encouraged his parents to remove them in addition to 
the weekend restriction. 

I realize that parents don’t want to give consequences, but 
there are times that they’re appropriate and necessary. Our 
teens will resist them, and sometimes it can feel easier to give 
in rather than arguing. However, if you hold firm, I’ve found 
that over time teens get tired of losing out on what they 
want to do and make better choices. 

baths, a round of antibi-
otics and a good brushing, 
this is what we got.”

After some initial tests, 
the dogs are given a physi-
cal exam, X-raying joints to 
check for dysplasia. Then it 
was 11 weeks of intensive 
training with Officer Dahl. 
He and Bandit continue 
to train together, one hour 
each shift and an addition-
al 4-hour training session 
once a week. Bandit needs 
to stay in shape for whatev-
er comes his way. 

“Bandit’s gone down a 
flight of stairs, fell through 
a ceiling, he’s been punched, 
kicked,” Dahl said. 

And he can now add gun-
shot to that list.

“Bandit is rewarded for 
his hard work, said Dahl. 
“Every three weeks he gets 
a spa day – a Mani Pedi, 
shampoo and condition.”

Students offer aid
“With Bandit being hurt, 

I thought it was a really 
good idea,” said Otto Du-
cey, a senior at Kennedy 
High School.  That idea be-
came the core of his senior 
project – “Bandit’s Bud-
dies.” Their goal is to raise 
money for bulletproof vests 
for Bandit and the other 
seven K-9 officers in Sacra-
mento.

“We’re asking for dona-
tions, and we’re also raising 
money by selling bracelets,” 
said Ducey. The bracelets 
are rubber, similar to cy-
clist Lance Armstrong’s 
“Live Strong” bracelets, and 
are red, white and blue. “We 
plan to sell a lot of them at 
the Pocket Parade.”

Since all canine officers 
now have bulletproof vests, 
the proceeds from Bandit’s 
Buddies will now be giv-
en to the Sacramento Po-
lice Department K-9 Asso-
ciation and used for other 
needs, such as cooling units 
for the outdoor kennels, re-
pelling harnesses and other 
training equipment.

“ The K-9 Association is 
their retirement fund,” said 
Dahl. “It’s used for food 
and veterinary bills, funer-
al expenses, and it’s tax-ex-
empt.”

Donation boxes for Ban-
dit’s Buddies will be at the 
Pocket Parade, to be held 

Saturday, July 3. And the 
bracelets will be available 
for sale that day, for $1 
each. Any other donations 
can be made to the Sacra-
mento Police Department 
K-9 Association and sent to 
Bandit’s Buddies, c/o 6781 
Frates Way, Sacramento, 
CA 95831.

About the parade
Held Saturday, July 3, 

the 16th annual Fourth of 
July Spirit of the Pocket 
Parade begins promptly at 
10 a.m. at Lisbon Elemen-
tary School, 7775 S. Land 
Park Dr., and travels down 

Windbridge, ending at Gar-
cia Bend Park. 

Volunteers are needed 
to support the efforts of 
the parade. To volunteer in 
positions ranging from pre-
parade phone calls, blocking 
streets (while sitting in a 
comfortable chair), parade 
marshals and helping with 
the after-parade activities at 
Garcia Bend, e-mail linda@
valcomnews.com. For more 
information on volunteering 
at the parade or to enter a 
parade float, contact Linda 
Pohl at The Pocket News at 
429- 9901 or e-mail linda@
valcomnews.com. 

Parade dog: Money to be raised for K-9 unit
Continued from page 5

Pocket News Photo/Celia Green
Donation boxes for Bandit’s Buddies will be at the Pocket Parade, to be held 
Saturday, July 3.
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CARPET/ UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

COMPUTER SERVICES

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

B ATH & KITCHEN REMODEL

CARPET 

Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

CALL 444-0551

DON’T WAIT–BEAT THE HEAT!
Season Special

A/C Check-up–$85.00

REBATES/TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE/ ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS 

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 
 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

 LIC# 696355

ADDITION SPECIALIST

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News 

Home Improvement page

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable
Res. & Commercial work

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/Free Est.

Since 1960 in Sac area

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

BUILDER

EXTERIOR COATINGS/SIDING

THE PERFECT 
EXTERIOR WALL SYSTEM
FOR WOOD-SIDED HOMES

Call Bill (916) 612-1163 CCL # 674691

  Let us prove it!
Energy Star Rated

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS HANDYMAN SERVICE

CONSTRUCTION
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WORK GUaRaNtEED / SENIOR DISCOUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING PLUMBING

  

office 442-7586 mobile 204-4090
Located on corner of 7th and Riverside Boulevard

25% Discount for all new customers with this ad, good until 07/31
(discount applies to labor only)

Water Heater   Disposal    Faucets
Sewer & Drain Cleaning/Video Camera Inspections

We sPeCiAliZe in
•Copper repipe •Sewer and water line replacements •Gas lines - installed

Full Service
Keith & Harry StaleyRiverside Plumbing 

 Lic# 338816 C-36 

handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RaIN GUttER CLEaNING
• ROtOtILLING/& SOD PLaCEMENt
• CONCREtE REMOVaL
• yaRD CLEaN-UP/HaULING
• PRESSURE WaSHING

SPECIaLS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING tHE aREa FOR OVER 10 yRS*

lic#128758/Ref

YARD MAKE-OVERS!

POOL SERVICE

landscaping

PLUMBING

yOUR SERVICES aRE NEEDED
CaLL Melissa tODay tO PLaCE yOUR aD

(916) 429-9901

Terra bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430 or 802-9897

LaNDSCaPING

• Full yard maintenance
• one time clean-up
• sprinkler repair

gardening maintenance
“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

ROOFINGROOFING

LaNDSCaPING

HaNDyMaN

PaINtING

fencing

PaINtING
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garage sale
garage sale land park area
Misc items, bedroom set, sofa, large sale! Corner of 
17th Street and Larkin Way. Sat. 6/26, 9 to 3. 

gardening  service
spi gardening service
Clean-up Special! Complete yard maintenance, 
monthly services OR one-time cleanups. Gutter 
cleaning, sprinkler repair, &  pressure washing. 
FREE estimates & senior discounts. Work done 
by owner. Lic# 631205. Call Bob (916) 391-5234 
or 212-5234.

handyman
handyman services
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! lic# 
908942. call steven at 230-2114.

time to clean the gutters!
g u t t e r  c l e a n i n g –  C o n c r e t e  r e m o v a l 
( P a t i o ,  d r i v e w a y s ,  b o r d e r s ,  e t c . )  R a i n 
gut ter  c leaning,  pressure washing/power 
spray, haul ing, yard work,  paint ing, t ree 
& shrub removal,  c lean-up, fence repairs, 
l ight t ree tr imming, & more. Ref avai l .  Cal l 
Les at 838-1247. specials for seniors. 
licensed.

apartment for rent
apartment for rent
$700/mo. Newly-renovated 2BR apt, 1st mo. 1/2-
price. New carpets, kit. cabinets, dshwshr, mcrwv, 
wall a/c. fridge, stove, gas frnce. Dep. $700. Call 
530-873-1823 or e-mail pelarson@earthlink.net.
Foothill Farms.

bookkeeping
#1 BOOkkEEPER
26 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechan-
ics, Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & 
Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. 
Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820.. www.taxirene.info

computers
got computer problems?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $35/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area, travel charge will apply. Problem not 
fixed? No pay! Free estimates/consultation. 
Call cell# 296-7161

Call Melissa at 429-9901 and place your ad today!
Place your ad today!

 Have Pets for sale? or Pet
suPPlies for sale?

Call valley CoMMunity 
newsPaPers

for rates for tHe

new Pet seCtion. Call  429-9901

Pocket news would like to 
hear from you!

Do you have an interesting 
story to tell? 

unusual hobby, collection or 
job?  Do you have fun/unusual 
photos you would like to share 

with the readers?
Do you know someone who 

deserves recognition for vol-
unteering?

we want to hear from you.
Mail to: Pocket news
2709 riverside Blvd.

sacramento, Ca 95818
or:

ryanrose@valcomnews.com

music instruction
music instruction
learn saXophone or clarinet. Jazz, 
pop, classic, school music, etc. Prvt. instruction 
in my Arden or Folsom studio. eXperienced, 
credentialed teacher/professional
musician. any age/any level. Positive, 
no-pressure approach. Start from where you 
are & progress to where you want to go. Instur-
ment rental available. 530 889-2310. rbalkire@
comcast.net. 

perfec t gift!
pet portraits
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

swim lessons
swim lessons
All ages, private, one to one. 6207 Riverside Blvd. 
556-4622 greenhaven.cabanaclubnorth.com

Call 429-9901 
and place your ad

Place your ad today!
Call Melissa

429-9901

taX preparer
#1 taX preparer
26 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including all State returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

COINS!

Mint sets & proof sets 
Coin Collections

Call Oleg

 (916) 719-6872

coins wanted

Three years later, Al, whose 
last name was historical-
ly spelled “Belchior,” spent 
a week at the Dixon ranch, 
where Marie, who was born 
Maria Sequeira, said he made 
the mistake of telling her what 
to do on her own ranch.

“He comes into the barn and 
I was there with my chores to 
do and he said, ‘You’ve got to 
clean the ‘you know what’ (out 
of the barn),” Marie said. “I got 
so angry at him. We had hose 
to clean the barn that was like 
a fireman’s hose. I turned that 
water on and got him all wet. 

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News Writer
lance@valcomnews.com

When it comes to longevity 
in business in the Land Park 
area, one likely does not have 
to look further than Balshor 
Florist.

The family-owned business 
is celebrating its 60th anniver-
sary, 38 years of which have 
been spent at its current ad-
dress of 2661 Riverside Blvd.

The full-fledged florist, 
which makes free deliveries 
throughout the greater Sacra-
mento area and has a long his-
tory of providing flowers to 
weddings, funerals and hos-
pitals, was founded 18 years 
earlier at 730 O St.

Sitting down with the 
Pocket News last week to dis-
cuss details regarding their 
longtime successful business, 
Al and Marie Balshor spoke 

Business is blooming

Land Park’s Balshor Florist celebrates 60th anniversary 

Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
Longtime Land Park residents Al and Marie Balshor have been at the helm of 
Balshor Florist since its founding on Nov. 4, 1950.

See Balshor, page 23

about their many years work-
ing in the community.

A Land Park original
As a native Sacramentan 

who has been working since 
his youth, Al admits that he 
knows more than a thing or 
two about how to survive in 
the business world.

Although both Al and Ma-
rie stress that they are not the 
type of people to brag about 
their accomplishments in life, 
Al does not shy away from the 
notion that he is a well-sea-
soned veteran when it comes 
to satisfying customers.

“My business philosophy 
has always been about ser-
vice, service, service,” Al said. 
“We’re a full-fledged florist 
that (provides) individual 
service. We treat every order 
with personal service. It’s all 
about customer satisfaction.”

In speaking about his expe-
riences in business and life, in 
general, one of Al’s staple phras-
es that he often uses is “walk the 
walk and talk the talk.”

Al, who graduated from 
Sacramento High School in 
1942 and was drafted into the 
Army the following year, is a 
firm believer in the power of 
experiences in life.

In his strive to achieve quali-
ty results with his florist shop, 
Al said that it certainly does 
not hurt to have a business 
partner whom he has known 
for nearly three-quarters of a 
century.

“We go way, way back,” Al 
said with a smile.

Reflecting on his comment, 
Marie, who grew up on a 
Grade-A dairy in Dixon, re-
sponded by saying, “We sure 
have. We’ve known each other 
since I was 6 and he was 9.”

It was at this time in about 
1934 when the two youngsters 
of Portuguese ancestry became 
acquainted with one another 
by way of their mothers who 
had met and became friends.



��www.valcomnews.com  •  June 17, 2010  •  The Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

He was always a big, strong guy, but he 
grabbed me by the arm and just spoke 
to me. And I went home and I said, ‘I 
never want to talk to that boy ever again, 
a day in my life.’ My mother (who was 
also named Maria Sequeira) smiled. He 
was going to stay two weeks and he only 
stayed one (week). I don’t even know 
how he got home, but it didn’t matter. I 
was just glad to get rid of him.”

Following this incident, Marie said 
that she continued to see Al on occa-
sions, since her mother was a good 
friend of Al’s mother, Grace Balshor.

“Anytime we’d come to Sacramento, 
my mother would say, ‘Maria, if Alber-
to’s there, you’ve got to say hello to him, 
because Mrs. Balshor is a very nice lady.’ 
I’d pray on the way over that he wouldn’t 
be there and sometimes my wish was 
granted and other times I would say, 
‘hello,’ and lower my head. And that 
went on for nine years.”

Blooming business
At the age of 18, after graduating 

from Dixon High School and while 
searching for a place to live while at-
tending secretarial school, Marie re-
ceived an offer from Grace to live at 
the Balshor residence.

After considering her possibilities, 
which included boarding houses, Marie 
accepted Grace’s generous offer.

Although Marie spent months being 
teased by Al at the Balshor residence, 
she said that her attitude toward him 
changed on one single night.

“I got all dressed up and went to a 
bar (with one of Al’s sisters) and Al 
was there. Oh my gosh,” Marie said.

During that same evening, however, 
Al asked Marie to dance and figuring 
that there would be no harm in danc-
ing, she accepted.

“We did three dances and Al plant-
ed a kiss right on my check,” Marie 
said. “I’ve been melting ever since. So, 
on Jan. 1, 1948, we got married.”

Together, Al and Marie, who eventu-
ally had three children, Judie (the florist’s 
current manager), Al, Jr. (the florist’s 
current driver) and Jerry (a handyman), 
remained living with Grace for seven 
years after they were married.

Following this time, the couple moved 
into the same Land Park home where 
they reside today.

But while Al and Marie were still living 
with Grace, Al, who had worked a vari-
ety of jobs in his life, including working as 
a newspaper boy for The Sacramento Bee 
when it was located at 911 7th St., selling 
programs at the longtime defunct L Street 
Arena boxing venue at 223 L St. and 
even providing weekend labor for Piazza 
Wholesale Florist at 1328 7th St. (his first 
florist job in 1941), completed his florist 
apprenticeship and opened Balshor Flo-
rist on Nov. 4, 1950.

Recalling these times, Al said that he 
made a little local history during his ap-
prenticeship at Relles Florist, when the 
business was located at 2220 J St.

“I was Relles’ first employee,” Al said. 
“They started in 1946 and I started work-
ing there in February 1947. And when I 
finished my apprenticeship, the govern-
ment paid me at that time and that’s when 
I quit working there. I then inquired about 
renting (the then-vacant 730 O St. build-
ing) and I rented it for $125 a month.”

In May 1972, Al revived a little Sac-
ramento history when he relocated his 
business to its current location, which 
was once the site of Marty Gardens 
Florist, which operated at the same 
address during the approximate years 
of 1957 to 1969.

Al said that his florist has creat-
ed a very positive, even balance in his 
marriage, since he is the boss at work, 
while Marie is the boss at home.

And considering that the couple has 
been married for more than six de-
cades, their dual-boss plan appears to 
be quite the recipe for success.

And while happy when he is at 
home under the direction of his boss, 
Al, who turned 85 last November, 

said that he does not see retirement 
in his future.

“People are always asking me when 
I’m going to retire, but then when I 
am not here (at the florist), people 
ask, ‘Where’s Al?’ So, they’re giving 
me mixed messages. But I enjoy what 
I’m doing (at the florist) and as long 
as I enjoy what I do, I’ll be staying 
around.”

About Balshor Florist
Balshor Florist is open Mondays 

through Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. and on Saturdays from 8:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

For additional information regarding 
this business, call (916) 441-3023.

Balshor: ‘As long as I enjoy what I do, I’ll be staying around’
Continued from page  22

Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
The current Balshor Florist staff are: (back row, left to right) Jackie Wong, Kathy Garozzo, Judie (Balshor) 
Plummer, Al Bashor, Jr. and Debbie Morris and (front row) Al Balshor and Marie Balshor.
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For more Calendar enteries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Get in the calendar

Is your club, group, church, school, or 
organization having an upcoming event? 
Let us know. Send information about your 
event—including date, time, location, a 
brief description, cost (if any), and contact 
information—to Calendar, c/o Valley 
Community Newspapers, 2709 Riverside 
Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818, or e-mail 
ryanrose@valcomnews.com. Deadline is 
one week before publication. Priority is given 
to events that are in the community and/or 
of little or no cost. There is no guarantee that 
events submitted will appear in the calendar. 
To ensure placement within the newspaper, 
please call 429.9901 to place an advertisement.

June

Pops in the Park 2010
Pops in the Park returns to East Sacramen-
to for the 2010 season: Saturday, June 19 
- Bertha Henschel Park “SwingMasters,” 
ESIA Sidney Pope & Onion Awards, Wad-
ing Pool Open - Free Admission; Satur-
day, June 26 - McKinley Park, “The Q-Balls” 
playing. All concerts begin at 6 p.m.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Widowed Persons Association
Widowed Persons Association of CA 
(WPAC) Chapter 1 is a non-profit or-
ganization that addresses the needs of 
widowed persons (both men and wom-
en) coping with the death of their 
spouse. This is a peer support session 

of two hours from 3:00-5:00 p.m. ev-
ery Sunday, conducted by a trained fa-
cilitator. These sessions are held at the 
office located at 2628 El Camino Av-
enue Suite D-18. For more informa-
tion about these sessions and the orga-
nization, contact the WPAC office at 
(916)972-9722.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free Dance Lessons
Free tap dance lessons on Fridays at 
noon at the Dance Corner, 2927 Ful-
ton Ave. For more information, call 
804-3104.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tahoe Park Soccer Registration
Tahoe Park Soccer Registration be-
gins in June. Registration days are 
June 12 and July 10. Visit their Web 
site for additional registration details: 
www.tpsoccerclub.com.

June 17
Mission Oaks Genealogy
On June 17, 2010, the Mission Oaks Gene-
alogy Club will meet from 1-3 p.m. at Mis-
sion Oaks Community Center, 4701 Gib-
bons Drive, Carmichael.  The program 
speaker will be Lynn Brown, local genealo-
gist, discussing “safe surfing through social 
networking.”  Visitors are welcome.  Cost:  
Free.  For more info call Robert Noyes 
(916) 332-5753 or visit Web site at: http://
missionoaksgenealogyclub.org.

June 19
Spring Tree Tours
Join the Sacramento Tree Founda-
tion for a walk under Sacramento’s 
tree canopy. Meet Saturday, June 19, 
CSUS Arboretum, meet at the North-
east pathway to the arboretum from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. Learn about identi-
fying trees by leaf, bark and growth 
habits and get an idea of  the great va-
rieties of  trees over our heads. Insect 
and disease issues will be discussed 
as well as watering needs for our par-
ticular environment of  clay soils and 
hot weather. For additional informa-
tion, including planting opportunities, 
please visit www.sactree.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Waldorf Open House
Learn about the unique and nurtur-
ing curriculum offered in the ear-
ly childhood programs of  a Waldorf 
school. At this event, you will see our 
beautiful 40-acre campus, meet facul-
ty members, and discuss your child at 
this free open house, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Free child care with advanced reser-
vations. For more information, vis-
it www.liveoakwaldorf.org or call Live 
Oak Waldorf  School at (530) 878-
8720. Live Oak Waldorf  School, 410 
Crother Road in Meadow Vista is just 
minutes from Auburn, off  I-80 at the 
Applegate exit. 

June 26
Comedy Night 
Comedy Night - free. 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Seats limited. Call today to reserve a 
seat (916) 483-3465.  American Riv-
er Community Church (ARCC), 3300 
Walnut Ave., Carmichael (next to 
DMV).

June 27
Music in the Park
On Sunday, June 27, Curtis Park will 
be filled with the sounds of frolicking 
children, laughing adults and fantas-
tic music, as the Sierra Curtis Neigh-
borhood Association opens its annu-
al Music in the Park. This free concert 
runs from 6 to 9 p.m. and is part of 
the 2010 season of events of one of the 
busiest neighborhood associations in 
the state of California.

July

Latino Dance and Culture Group
Come dance to the beat of all types of 
Latin music on July 13 and July 20. Fea-
turing DJ music and delicious Mexican 
food. Donations of $3 or more to enter. 
Held at the Ethel Hart Community Cen-
ter, 915 27th St., from 6:15 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Call Barbara Alarcon at (916) 400-4514 
for more information.

July 3
Spirit of the Pocket Fourth of July parade
The annual Spirit of the Pocket pa-
rade will start at 10 p.m. and will trav-
el down Windbridge Drive to Garcia 
Bend Park. Entries are now being ac-
cepted for the 2010 Pocket Parade, 
which will be held on July 3rd at 10 
a.m. Entry forms are available online 
at www.cityofsacramento.org/coun-
cil or call my office at 808-7338 or The 
Pocket News at 429-9901.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Matsuyama Elementary School 
Fun Run/Walk
It’s time for the 15th annual July Fun 
Run/Walk at Matsuyama Elementary. 
Everyone is invited to attend this com-
munity and family oriented event, which 
raises funds for the 2010-2011 sixth 
graders to attend the Sly Park Environ-
mental Science Camp. The Fun Run/
Walk is a 5K/8K event that will take 
place on Saturday, July 3rd, at Mat-
suyama Elementary School, 7680 Wind-
bridge Drive. Check in begins at 7 a.m., 
and the race start time is 8 a.m. Fees are 
$15, and includes event T-shirt before 
Thursday June 10; after June 10, the fee 
is $20. For more information, please con-
tact Maria Rodriguez at 421-6967.

July 5
Deadheading at Dusk
The Sacramento Historic City Ceme-
tery will be tidying up the spent flow-
ers on from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. We will 
be offering instruction on how to do it 
and serve light refreshments. Visitors 
may park across the street from the 10th 
Street Gate and meet at the cemetery en-
trance. For information, please call (916) 
448-0811.

July 8
Computer Club meeting
The Mission Oaks Computer Club will 
meet on Thursday, July 8, 2010 from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Mission Oaks 
Community Center, 4701 Gibbons 
Drive, Carmichael. The meeting top-
ic will be “What’s New at Apple,” pre-
sented by Brent Sallee of MacClicks. 
A problem-solving clinic, led by Adam 
Lacey of Applications, Etc, will follow 
the meeting. First-time visitors are wel-
come. For additional information call 
(916) 366-1687 or visit our Web site at 
www.missionoakscomputerclub.org. 

July 10
Jensen Garden Workday
Friends of  the Jensen Botanical Gar-
den hold garden workdays one Sat-
urday of  every month from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. The next workday is July 10. 
Bring work gloves, hand pruners and 
your lunch. Come join with other vol-
unteers to keep the garden beautiful 
all year. Next workdays in 2010 are 
8/7, 9/11, 10/9, 11/6, 12/4. The Jen-
sen Garden is located at 8520 Fair 
Oaks Blvd. in Carmichael. For more 
info: Tracy Kerth (916) 485-5322 
ex23 or email tracy@carmichaelpark.
com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Belle Cooledge Library reopening
The community is invited to the reopen-
ing celebration of Belle Cooledge Library, at 
10 a.m., Saturday, July 10.  The Sacramen-
to Public Library branch, located at 5600 
South Land Park Drive, Sacramento, has 
been closed for a major remodeling proj-
ect since mid March. For more information, 
please telephone the Sacramento Public Li-
brary at (916) 264-2920 or visit saclibrary.
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July 10-11
40th Wildlife Art Festival
Birders of a feather will flock together as 
the Pacific Flyway Decoy Association pres-
ents its 40th Wildlife Art Festival, Saturday 
and Sunday, July 10-11, Double Tree Ho-
tel Sacramento, 2001 Point West Way.  De-
signed specifically for families, the event cel-
ebrates traditional wildlife artworks with 
contests, displays of carvings, fine art, an-
tique decoys, sculpture and interactive kids 
activities. Event is July 10, from 9:00 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and July 11 from 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Tickets are $5 for the weekend, children 12 
and under, free. For more information, visit 
www.pacificflyway.org.

July 17
Bee Workshop
Come hear the “buzz” about native bees 
and their place in the urban landscape on 
July 17, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. at the Histor-
ic City Cemetery, 1000 Broadway. Join 
bee experts to identify and learn about 
bees at the beautiful Hamilton Square 
Garden in the cemetery. Park across the 
street from the cemetery on Broadway 
and walk due south. There is no charge, 
but donations toward the beautifica-
tion of the cemetery are appreciated. Call 
916-455-8166 for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Baseball and beer tour
Sacramento’s love affair with America’s 
favorite past-time traces its roots to the 
early days of the city. Find out how it all 
began on this Saturday morning tour at 
the Sacramento Historic City Cemetery! 
The tour commences at 10 a.m. from the 
Cemetery’s main gate at Broadway and 
10th Street. Visitors may park across 
the street from the 10th Street Gate and 
meet at the cemetery entrance. Held un-

der the auspices of the City of Sacra-
mento Division of History & Science, 
the Old City Cemetery Committee, Inc. 
presents this tour as a public service. For 
tour information please call (916) 448-
0811. Tours are free though donations 
for the restoration of the cemetery are 
greatly needed and appreciated.

July 25
2010 Pear Fair
Always the last Sunday in July, the 38th an-
nual Pear Fair will be Sunday, July 25, 2010 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. in the Sacramento 
River Delta town of Courtland, located just 
20 minutes south of Sacramento, off High-
way 160. Last year, the fair drew in more 
than 7,000 people. Make sure and arrive 
early to enjoy all the festivities. For more in-
formation, visit www.pearfair.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Todd Morgan and the Emblems
Todd Morgan and the Emblems are per-
forming in the Carmichael Concerts in the 
Park series, July 25, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., 
at the Carmichael Park Bandshell, located 
the corner of Grant Avenue and Fair Oaks 
Boulevard. This is a free event.

auGust 28
Kitten adopt-a-thon
It’s “kitten season” — and Happy Tails Pet 
Sanctuary is partnering with Extra Space 
Storage to find loving, permanent homes 
for Sacramento’s homeless kittens. The 
“Kitten adopt-a-thon” runs from 10 a.m. 
– 2 p.m. at Extra Space Storage, 3000 
B St. For more information, please visit 
www.happytails.org.

OnGOinG

American Legion Dance
The American Legion Dance, Held on 
the first Friday of each month from 7 – 
10 p.m. at Veterans Memorial Hall at 
Royer Park in Roseville, featuring ball-
room, Latin, swing, and night club danc-
es with DJ Bob Wayman. The public is 
invited and singles are welcome. There 
is a great wood dance floor, good park-
ing, no-host bar, soft drinks, and snacks. 
Come dance and make new friends. The 
hall is located at 110 Park Drive. Cost 
$8. Info: (916) 783-7267. Proceeds go to 
support the troops and our veterans.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bariatric Surgery Informational Seminar
Learn all about what bariatric surgery is and is 
not. The seminar is held the first Saturday of the 
month from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m., except for July and 
September when the seminar will be held on the 
second Saturday of the month. The seminar loca-
tion is Bruceville Terrace (8151 Bruceville Road) 
in the Multipurpose Room. For more informa-
tion, please contact Rondi Crowley at 423.5909.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
 Food Addicts in Recovery Anonymous is a 12-
step group for people struggling with obesity, 
food obsession, or eating disorders. There are no 
dues or fees, or weigh-ins.  All are welcome to join 
them: Monday – 6:30 p.m. Greenhaven Luther-
an Church Fellowship Hall, 475 Florin Rd. Sac-
ramento;  7 p.m. Warehouse Christian Ministries, 
10020 Foothills Blvd. Roseville;  7 p.m. Nevada 
County Contractors Assoc. – 149 Crown Point 
Ct., Grass Valley; Tuesday – 6:45 a.m. Southside 
Park Clubhouse, 2051 6th St. (btwn T & W Sts), 
Sacramento; 9 a.m. St. Andrew’s United Meth-

odist – 6201 Spruce Ave, Sacramento; 6:30 p.m. 
Kaiser Medical Center Conf Rm, 1900 Dresden, 
Lincoln; 7 p.m. Faith United Methodist Church – 
3600 J St., Sacramento; Wednesday – 7 p.m. Da-
vis United Methodist Church – 1620 Anderson 
Rd, Davis; Thursday – 9 a.m. St. Andrew’s Unit-
ed Methodist Church – 6201 Spruce Ave, Sac-
ramento; 6:30 pm Christ Unity Community 
Church  – 9249 Folsom Blvd. Sacramento; 7 pm 
Auburn Grace Community Church, 3126 Olym-
pic Way Rm 117, Auburn; Friday – Southside 
Park Clubhouse, 2051 6th St. (btwn T & W Sts), 
Sacramento; 7 p.m. Kaiser Facility Folsom, 2155 
Iron Point Rd, Conf Rm 1, Folsom; 7 p.m. Kaiser 
Hospital 3700 Vaca Valley Pkwy 3rd Fl., Rm B, 
Vacaville; Saturday – 8 a.m. Fremont Presbyterian 
Church – 5770 Carlson Dr. Chapel, NE corner 
of campus, Sacramento; 8 a.m. St. Andrew’s Unit-
ed Methodist – 6201 Spruce Ave, Sacramento; 8 
a.m. BriarPatch Co-Op Community Market, 290 
Sierra College Dr. Community Rm., Grass Valley.  
For more information: www.foodaddicts.org.
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Doggy Dash and Bark at the Park
The Sacramento SPCA held the17th Annu-

al Doggy Dash and Bark at the Park Festival 
on Saturday, June 5 in beautiful William Land 
Park. An estimated 4,000 animal enthusiasts 
gathered both with and without their canine 
companions to raise funds for animals shel-
tered at the Sacramento SPCA. For 16 years, 
two- and four-legged participants have attend-

ed this event, creating a tradition in Sacramen-
to and transforming Doggy Dash into one of 
the biggest “can’t miss” events of the year.

For more information on the SPCA, visit 
www.sspca.org.

Photos by Pocket News photographer Danny 
Kam.




