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1016 Cobble Shores Dr (6000 SqFt).................................................. $1,475,000
1007 Cobble Shores Dr (Lake Frontage) ............................................. $819,000
7673 Bridgeview Drive (gated Riverlake 4 bedroom) ........................ $499,000
7679 El Rito Way (updated 5 bedroom) .............................................. $399,000
904 Cobble Shores Drive (OPEN HOUSE: Sunday 2-4pm) ................. $349,000
2 Skysail Ct. (Duplex or single family lot).......................................... $189,000

RECENT SOLDS
7616 West Vista Way (SOLD).................................................................$839,000
7704 East Port Drive (REO-new 4700 SqFt) (SOLD)............................ $800,000
823 Lake Front Drive (Riverlake, 1 story)(SOLD)............................... $749,500
959 South Beach (4 bdr + office - Gated)(SOLD) ................................ $719,000
5 Southcrest Court (SOLD) ................................................................... $649,000
1032 East Landing (1 story)(SOLD) ..................................................... $599,000
7716 South Cove Drive (5 bdrm, gated) (SOLD)................................. $599,000
15 Rivershore Ct (SOLD) ...................................................................... $560,000
7686 River Ranch (SOLD) .................................................................... $449,000

Got 
News?
e-mail susan@valcomnews.com
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Old Joe on 
Janey Way

By MARTY RELLES
Pocket News Columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

Old Joe lived across from our house on Janey Way. His 
house sat between the Ducray house on the south and 
the Thomsen house on the north. A short wire fence 
separated his house from the Ducray home, but only 
frontage separated his home and the Thomsen house. 
I guess that is why Gene Thomsen, his neighbor and a 
very nice man, always went out of his way to keep peace 
with old Joe. 

Even though he had two daughters of his own, Joe’s re-
lationship with the children of Janey Way was not good. 
Joe had a manicured front lawn with carefully maintained 
flowerbeds. He did not want the Janey Way children any-
where near his landscape. Naturally we had different ideas. 
We played football in the street in front of Joe’s house. 
Sometimes the ball found its way onto the property. When 
that happened, we walked onto his lawn to retrieve the 
ball. That agitated him. At first, he just yelled at us. Sub-
sequently, he stood guard on his porch when we played. If 
the ball landed on his lawn, he tried to confiscate it. How-
ever, we always beat him to the ball, which made him even 
angrier. 

To make matters worse, we played tricks like doorbell 
ditch on Joe. That is where we snuck up to his house, rang 
his doorbell, then ran away and hid. When he answered 
his door and found no one there, he sensed foul play and 
made a big fuss. We loved this and over time continued to 
do it. 

I recall many confrontations with old Joe, but one in par-
ticular stands out in my memory. One summer day we had 
played poker at the Ducray house. When the game end-
ed, we piled out onto the street. We eventually sat down 
under a tree in front of Dan Rosenblatt’s house. Soon Joe 
came out on his front porch and stared at us. Then, Dave 
Jurin stood up and began running a comb through his hair. 
As Joe was bald, he took this as an insult and began grum-
bling at Dave. Dave continued to comb his hair. Finally, in 
disgust, Joe yelled, “Jurin, you the bastard always.” We soon 
bored of the confrontation and went off in different direc-
tions.

On another day, Joe became angry with my brother 
Terry and me and walked across the street to confront 
my dad, a Sacramento city policeman. After Joe finished 
complaining, my dad responded, “Joe, I know my boys are 
no angels, but they are not bad kids either. You should 
just ignore them.” So, unsuccessful in his effort to get us 
in trouble, Joe walked back across the street with his head 
down.

Toward the end of the 1960s, Joe became ill with cancer 
and soon died. When he passed, our parents all expressed 
sincere condolences to his wife. We in turn comforted his 
daughters. By that time, we had all grown up and our con-
frontations with Joe had long since cooled off. I often won-
der if Joe ever looks down from the heavens and wonders 
where all the Janey Way gang has gone.

J a n e y  Wa y  M e m o r i e s

By SALLY KING
Pocket News Writer
reporter@valcomnews.com

Michelle Kauffman likes old trees, flow-
ering landscapes and lush green lawns. 

“ That is why I have lived in the Land Park 
area for over 60 years,” Kauffman said.

The city of Sacramento has recently in-
stalled water meters in Kauffman’s neigh-
borhood and her bill will be based on the 
volume of water she uses. Kauffman is con-
cerned about her water billing going up, as 
are other residents in the area. She said the 
water table is full and she doesn’t under-
stand how the state overrode the city char-
ter.

The original city charter states residen-
tial customers in Sacramento will not use 
water meters. The charter was overrode 
in 1994, when the governor approved AB 
2572, written by state Sen. Christine Ke-
hoe, D-San Diego. The fifth paragraph 
of this bill states that city charters will be 
overridden and going forward by 2010, 
residential customers will be put on wa-
ter meters.

When AB 2572 was written, the sup-
porters (San Diego County Water Author-
ity) said without water meters and volu-
metric pricing, it is impossible for water 
users to know how much water they are 
using, and thus difficult to conserve wa-
ter resources. It also stated that once wa-
ter suppliers base their rates on volumetric 
pricing, consumers use as much as 20 per-
cent less water on average.

Jessica Hess, spokesperson for the city of 
Sacramento, said the average person in the 
Sacramento area uses approximately 236 
gallons of water per day, with 65 percent of 
this water being used for irrigation (water-
ing lawns).

Hess said the other big water user is the 
toilet. It takes six to seven gallons of wa-
ter per flush for toilets made prior to 1995. 
Newer toilets only use 1.28 gallons of wa-
ter and Hess said there is a $100 rebate for 
people buying new water efficient toilets.

Installing the meters
There are two water meter projects being 

implemented in Sacramento. The first proj-
ect is to replace the main water pipes need-
ing replacement and most of these are lo-
cated in backyards. This project began 20 
years ago.

The second project is replacing the water 
meters with new meters that have an AMI or 
what is known as a reading device, said Hess. 
This device is set up on WI-FI, so the water 
usage is automatically downloaded to the bill-
ing system. As the information is downloaded, 
there are readers who get a report that shows 
the water usage. Hess said if it looks like there 
is an increase of water usage every day or there 
is a sudden upswing in water usage, the city 
will check on the meter and attempt to con-
tact the owner to make sure there are no bro-
ken pipes or leaks, and make sure the meter is 
running properly.

When the new water meter was installed on 
Kauffman’s property, there were a couple of 
glitches.

“I didn’t have any cold water in the bath-
room, only hot water,” Kauffman said. “And 
when my automatic sprinklers came on in the 
evening, there was this loud ticking noise that 
wasn’t there before.”

The city came out and fixed both problems.
Hess said there are three types of plumb-

ing in older neighborhoods: plastic, copper or 
galvanized plumbing. In this particular situ-
ation, the problem was galvanized plumbing.  
For some reason, there is one particular brand 
of water meter that vibrates more when used 
with galvanized plumbing. There is another 
brand of water meter that doesn’t seem to vi-
brate as much.

“The city has had to replace four of the 
20,000 meters that have been installed,” Hess 
said. “That’s not bad.”

Kauffman said her sprinklers are quiet now 
and felt the city was courteous in responding 
to her issues.

Kauffman, along with other city resi-
dents will be given a year to see how much 
water she uses before she receives a vol-
ume based bill.

Water meters being 
installed in South Land Park
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News Writer
lance@valcomnews.com

While sitting down with The 
Pocket News last week to dis-
cuss her memories of the Riv-
erside-Pocket area, Dolores 
(Silva) Greenslate, historian of 
this area, related details regard-
ing one of the most memora-
ble women in the history of the 
area – Minnie (Perry) Corey.

Dolores, a native of the area, 
said that Minnie, who she re-
ferred to as a “most extraordi-
nary woman,” was born in the 
Pocket on April 25, 1896 in a 
home on property owned by 
Minnie’s father, Antone “Tony” 
Perry.

The property, which was lo-
cated in the vicinity of today’s 
Spurlock and Park Riviera 
ways, within an area that the 
Portuguese called “Dogtown,” 
was originally owned by Min-
nie’s grandfather and Dolores’ 
great-grandfather, 1850s Pock-
et pioneer Antone Rodrigues 
Perry, who was born in Faial in 
the Azores Islands of Portugal.

When asked why she felt 
that Minnie was such a re-
markable person, Dolores 
said, “Well, she did many, 
many things in her life, in-
cluding working as many as 
10 different occupations in 
her lifetime. In all the many 
years of researching the Pock-
et, I’ve never come across any 
other woman as extraordi-
nary as Minnie.”

And considering that Dolo-
res both grew up in the Pocket 
and interviewed many people 
of the area, this is undoubted-
ly saying a lot.

Dolores said that a good 
place to begin telling the story 
of Minnie is in 1911.

During this year, at the age 
of 15, Minnie traveled with 
her father and mother, Ame-
lia (Bettencourt) Perry, to Tu-
dor, near Marysville, to visit 
her uncle, Frank Bettencourt, 
who was the captain of one of 
the dredgers in the area.

At the time, the Sacramen-
to River had various dredgers 
and many Portuguese worked 
on these large, river devices.

The purpose of these dredg-
ers was to increase the height 
of the levees along the Sacra-
mento River from Sutter By-
pass to Rio Vista.

Families of the crews of one 
of these dredgers, the Argyle 
Dredger, would visit these 
workers on their day off on 
Sundays and enjoy lunch in 
a nearby picnic area with a 
home-cooked meal, which the 
families had prepared ahead 
of time.

The gathering also includ-
ed music performed by some 
of these Portuguese crewmen, 
who would play songs of their 
native land.

After lunch, Minnie visited 
some of her friends on the Ar-
gyle Dredger and among these 
friends was Victor Dias Silva, 
who would later become Do-
lores’ father, but was only in 
his late teens at the time.

While speaking to Vic-
tor, Minnie noticed a young, 
handsome man working high 
above the dredger, oiling the 
pulley on the boom of the 
dredger.

Minnie inquired about the 
possibility of meeting the 
young man and asked what he 
was doing up on the boom.

Victor told Minnie that he 
was oiling the pulley, which 
was something that had to 
be done about every five 
hours.

Although Victor informed 
Minnie that she would have 
to wait until the young man 
had finished his job before 
she could meet him, Minnie 

assured Victor that she was 
willing to wait.

When the young man 
came down to the deck of 
the dredge, Victor introduced 
him to Minnie as John Corey 
and for Minnie and John, it 
was love at first sight.

Following their initial meet-
ing, Minnie and John met 
many times at various dredg-
ing sites of the Argyle Dredg-
er, which was captained by 
Manuel Brown.

After a period of time, Min-
nie made it known to her fa-
ther that she and John intend-
ed to be married.

Being that Minnie was of 
such a young age, Antone 
wanted Minnie to wait un-
til she was 18 years old to be 
married, so that she could fin-
ish her elementary school-
ing at Upper Lisbon School, 

Know your neighbor

Early Pocket resident described as ‘most extraordinary woman’

Photo courtesy of PHCS
The Perry family. Left to right, Bill, Alfred, Amelia (mother), Antone (father), 
Lawrence, Minnie, Madelene and Olivia. Minnie (Perry) Corey was the oldest of 
her family’s six children.

See Minnie, page 7
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which was located near the 
modern-day intersection of 
Park Riviera Way and River-
side Boulevard.

After much persuasion by 
Minnie, her father finally re-
lented and allowed Minnie to 
marry John at the age of 17 
and a half on Nov. 9, 1913.

Minnie temporarily gave 
up her American citizenship 
upon marrying John, who was 
not yet a citizen. 

Historically, married wom-
en derived citizenship from 
their husband and in some 
periods had no control over 
their status. Under the Act 
of 10 February 1855, a wom-
an automatically became an 
American upon marrying a 
U.S. citizen or following the 
naturalization of her foreign 
husband. The 1907 Expatri-
ation Act extended this logic 
by taking away the citizenship 
of a U.S.-born or naturalized 
American woman if she mar-
ried an alien. The 1922 Mar-
ried Women’s Act finally 
severed the link between nat-
uralization and marital status 
for most women.

Minnie later regained her 
citizenship, around the time 
that John gained his American 
citizenship. At the time, she 
had to pass all the same exam-
inations that John had to in or-
der to gain citizenship, since it 
was before 1922. Due to the 
laws of the time, she was re-
classified as a “natural citizen” 
and not as a “native citizen.”

As newlyweds, John and 
Minnie first resided in the 
upstairs portion of the home 
of John’s parents, Antone and 
Mary Corey, in the Riverside 
area, across from the Frank 
Enos Service Station.

Around this time, John quit 
his job on the Argyle and 

took a job with John Enos – 
no relation to Frank Enos – 
who owned a lumberyard and 
also contracted with the city 
to wash the city’s streets with 
sprinkler trucks. John was 
hired to drive one of these 
trucks.

Also during this time, Min-
nie laundered the clothes 
of workers from the Pock-
et area’s Seamas’ dairy, which 
was known as the Grangers 
Dairy.

Following his job washing 
city streets, John decided to 
enter into a partnership with 
his father-in-law and farm the 
Antone Souza and Williams 
ranches of the Pocket.

This partnership was even-
tually terminated after sever-
al years of poor farming con-
ditions.

John then went to work at 
the brickyard in the area of 
today’s Lake Greenhaven and 
resided with Minnie in one 
of the brickyard’s four-room, 
company-owned houses.

About a year later, John and 
Minnie returned to the Ar-
gyle with John again working 
as part of the crew and Min-
nie employed as cook.

For three days, Minnie was 
taught by Captain Brown and 
his wife to butcher quartered 
beef for cooking purposes 
and to prepare the meals for 
14 crewmen.

This training lasted only 
three days before Minnie, 
who was paid $80 per month, 
handled these duties on her 
own.

Minnie’s daily schedule be-
gan at 4 a.m., when she start-
ed the day’s cooking, mak-
ing bread, pies and preparing 
the day’s three full meals and 
a midnight meal for the night 
crew.

In addition to prepar-
ing these meals, Minnie also 
made in-between-meal snacks 
for the workers.

Minnie, who at one partic-
ular time cooked for 28 crew-
men, 14 of whom were re-
pairing the Argyle, ended her 
work day very late each night, 
following the completion of 
her after dinner cleanup.

After nine months of work-
ing on the Argyle, John and 
Minnie returned to ranching 
in the Pocket.

This time around, they both 
went to work on the ranch of 
John Silva, who was known as 
“John Maria.”

On the ranch, John worked 
with the horses and Minnie 
worked as a cook for the hay 
press crew.

Additionally, Minnie 
cooked on a portable cook-
house, which traveled along 
with a crew of workers.

Dolores said that Minnie 
once told her that she pre-
pared meals on the cook-
house as it was being pulled 
from ranch to ranch.

“Minnie told me that some-
times when they hit a bump, 
things started to fly, includ-
ing the pots and pans she was 
cooking on,” Dolores said.

About 1918, John and Min-
nie moved to Modesto, where 
they worked for Minnie’s un-
cle, King Bettencourt, who 
hired John as a farmhand and 
Minnie as a cook.

Although Minnie’s wage on 
the ranch was $50 per month, 
she sometimes made as much 
as $80 to $96 per month by 
charging 10 cents per meal to 
farmhands from other ranch-
es.

About a year later, John 
and Minnie returned to Sac-
ramento, where they went to 

work at the Libby, McNeill 
and Libby cannery on Stock-
ton Boulevard.

While employed at Libby, 
they lived at 17 Libby Court 
in one of the cannery-owned, 
four-room cluster houses that 
were located across the street, 
just north of the cannery.

About two years later, they 
purchased their own home at 
3807 15th Ave., near the pres-
ent site of Christian Brothers 
High School.

About a year earlier, John 
had found new employment 
as a switch tender at the 
Southern Pacific Railroad 
yard in Sacramento, while 
Minnie continued to work at 
the cannery.

Minnie retired in 1940 after 
24 seasons at the cannery and 
John retired in 1956 after 36 
years with Southern Pacific.

Six years following the April 
11, 1963 death of her hus-
band, Minnie sold her 15th 
Avenue home and moved into 
a senior citizens’ rental com-
plex at 3014 O St., near the 
Libby, McNeill and Libby 
cannery.

In about 1986, Minnie re-
turned to live in the Pock-
et area, where she resided in 
a bungalow house behind the 
house where she was born.

After explaining much 
about Minnie’s life, Dolo-

res added that Minnie, who 
passed away at the age of 
92 on March 13, 1989, also 
worked with many other Por-
tuguese women at the Peer-
less Cracker Co. at 2460 Y 
Street (now Broadway), in 
the hop fields on the Merk-
ley ranch in the Riverside area 
and at other Merkley-owned 
hop fields, which were located 
directly across the river from 
the other fields.

Dolores said that Minnie, 
who she described as hav-
ing a “winning smile,” was 
someone who she admired 
greatly.

“For a person who had so 
little formal education, it’s 
amazing that she was able to 
accomplish so much in her 
life in the way of performing 
so many difficult jobs,” Do-
lores said. “She often asked 
me, ‘How could I have pos-
sibly done so much, such as 
working so many difficult 
jobs on the Argyle Dredger 
with so little sleep?’ But de-
spite all of her hard work in 
difficult conditions, she was 
always cheerful with a smile 
on her face, never complain-
ing and she said her rosa-
ry every day. She was an 
amazing person and some-
one to measure up to and 
set a standard in the perfor-
mance of your own life.”

Minnie: ‘She worked as many as 10 different occupations in her lifetime’
Continued from page 6



document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

10% off SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

five Star Skilled nurSing

senior placement

loving companionS

4050 Walnut Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

aegis of carmichael

aSSiSted living/memory care

(916) 972-1313
lic #347001686

www.aegisliving.com

We’re the people who 
make life better.

your ad Should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

senior move manaGers

free in-home Senior care aSSeSSment

Residential Care Facility
for the Elderly now accepting 

applications for residents.
Let us care for your loved ones.

Woods Retreat

elderly care

owner-operated (916) 421-5845

state lic #340306720

By Susan Laird
Pocket News Writer
susan@valcomnews.com

Had a craving for food on a stick 
lately? Or have you wanted to take 
the kids to the State Fair, but just 
never found the time because of 
school activities? On a budget?

The 2010 California State Fair at Cal 
Expo is taking all of those challenges into 
consideration, and is taking an unprece-
dented step: it is opening a month early, 
with discounts on admission, specials on 
rides and reduced food prices.

Opening day at the fair is July 14, 
and the fair will run through Aug. 1.

Fair officials hope that this change 
in date will help families to re-estab-
lish the tradition of going to the fair 
together before the start of the school 
year. Fair attendance has been down 
significantly – some 45 percent – 
since 2002. Most of the decline was 
attributed to families being unable to 
attend the fair, due to earlier and earli-
er starts to the school year in Califor-
nia school districts. Gone are the days 
– for most – of school starting the day 
after Labor Day.

Ticket prices slashed
Pre-sale admission to the fair and 

its attractions has been slashed from 
13 to 87 percent, depending on what 
packages are purchased. Discounts 
are available until July 13. Then, regu-
lar admission rates will apply.

A pre-sale “Poppy Pack” includes ad-
mission for four, tickets for four rides 
and one parking pass. It retails for 
$39.95, a savings of 43 percent. Poppy 
Packs are available online at bigfun.org. 
They are not available at the gate.

The best buy for fair lovers is the 
State Fair Season Pass, which is dis-
counted 87 percent to $29.99 per per-
son. The season pass is a new creation, 
and includes admission to Raging Wa-
ters during the run of the fair.

Those who love the rides on the Mid-
way can purchase an Unlimited Rides 
Wristband that is valid on most rides 
for $28, a pre-fair savings of 20 percent.

Pre-sale discounts on general ad-
mission for youth ($6), seniors ($8) 
and adults ($10) are good until the 
day before the fair. On opening day, 
admission will go up an additional $2 
for all categories.

Tickets can be purchased at www.
bigfun.org.

Read 2 Ride
Kids in the eighth grade and young-

er who read two books and fill out an 

online form (available at tinyurl.com/
2f7phcu) will receive tickets for two 
free rides at the fair. Children should 
bring their completed forms to the 

Big Value: California State Fair hopes discounts will woo families

Photo courtesy of California State Fair
Poppy the Bear is the mascot of the California State Fair, and is a big hit with children of all ages.

See State Fair, page 9

� The Pocket News  •  July 15, 2010  •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.



Photo courtesy of California State Fair
Kids and critters: The California State Fair highlights the state’s number one industry: agriculture. Young people who are involved 
in programs such as 4-H and Future Farmers of America will show the animals they have raised this year at the fair.

main gate. Avid readers will 
want to know that they can 
only redeem one form per day.

Cheap(er) eats
Here’s news: all food at the 

State Fair will be 25 percent 
less than last summer. This 
should make the decision-
making easier for those who 
can’t decide between choos-
ing a traditional corndog or a 
deep-fried Twinkie on a stick. 
Families on a budget may be 
able to treat the kids a little 
more easily, too.

Scaly things are cool
Reptiles are definitely “in” at 

the State Fair this year, as two 
new exhibits are unveiled: a 
“Days of the Dinosaur Exhib-
it” and an all-new “Jungle and 
Reptile Adventure.” These ex-
hibits are family-friendly, fun 
and educational.

The indoor dinosaur exhib-
it is impressive – it will fea-
ture more than a dozen life-
sized dinosaur robots. There 
will be skeleton replicas, 
hands-on activities and more. 
For a preview of the exhibit, 
visit YouTube at tinyurl.com/
2aryv23. Admission to this 
amazing exhibit is free to fair 
visitors – a great value by it-
self alone.

The outdoor “Jungle and 
Reptile Adventure” will be 
located in the Floriculture 

State Fair: Always ‘Big Fun’
Continued from page 8
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tent. It will feature a variety 
of birds, amphibians and rep-
tiles – including colonies of 
alligators and large tortoises.

Big Fun
The standard favorites are 

all there for those who love 
the fair: the agricultural ex-
hibits, the farm animals, the 
racing horses and dachshunds, 
the arts and cultural exhib-
its, the rides on the Midway, 
the contests of skill, the ven-
dors hawking amazing prod-
ucts and more. It may be wild, 
wacky and fun…but that’s 
what summer fairs and fam-
ily outings are for. This sum-
mer’s California State Fair 
promises to make some won-
derful memories. And that’s 
priceless.

July 14 - Aug. 1
Exhibit Hours:
Monday - Thursday: Noon to 10 p.m.
Friday - Sunday: 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

 
Midway Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 2 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Friday - Sunday: 10 a.m. to midnight

 
Raging Waters:
Monday - Friday: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Weekends: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

 

Discount Prices:
General: $10
Senior (ages 62+): $8
Youth (ages 5-12): $6
Child (ages 0-4): Free
Poppy Pak: $39.95

Includes 4 Admissions, 4 Rides & 1 Parking 
Pass. Not available at the gate. (presale only)

 
State Fair Season Pass:    $29.99

Also valid for admission to Raging Waters 
Waterpark from 7/14-8/1. (online only)

Unlimited Ride Wristband:   $28
Valid on most rides until 11pm. All 

height & safety requirements apply. 
Not recommended for children under 
3 years old.

 
Regular Admission:
General: $12
Senior (ages 62+): $10
Youth (ages 5-12): $8
Child (ages 0-4): Free

157th California State Fair
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG 
Pocket News Writer
lance@valcomnews.com

The California State Fair 
will enter a new era this July 
14, when the annual event, 
which is now celebrating its 
158th year, opens with its 
new early schedule, which will 
continue through Aug. 1.

Last year, the fair’s Board 
of Directors voted to have 
the fair open in July in an at-
tempt to increase the fair’s at-
tendance.

A major influence in the 
board’s decision was the fact 
that since 2003, many Cal-
ifornia schools had begun 
their school years prior to La-
bor Day – the day that had 
traditionally become the final 
day of the fair each year.

Norb Bartosik, the fair’s 
CEO, said that although it 
was no simple task to accom-
plish this date change, it was 
determined to be a very nec-
essary change.

“We’ve done our home-
work with the date change 
and it took us almost three 
years to study before we made 
our recommendations to the 
board and after last year’s fair 
and watching the weekday at-
tendance during the day be 
off more than 50 percent, we 
believe that this is the right 
move,” Bartosik said. “The sad 
part was that that the State 
Fair had traditionally always 
closed on Labor Day, but it’s 
never been at the expense of 

the school year. We can’t com-
pete. You can’t get kids to 
come to school tours that ear-
ly in the season. Teachers are 
trying to settle their classes in 
and get (students) into chairs, 
not on buses to do tours at 
the fair. You know, organized 
chaos is one thing, but it’s just 
the wrong time. If we were a 
month and a half later, I’d say 
school tours during the State 
Fair would have been great. 
But you can’t get that type of 
cooperation or the program to 
work the way we both mutu-
ally needed to make that suc-
cessful. So, the date change 
was the important part of it.”

With this date change, cou-
pled with various new attrac-
tions, Bartosik said that the 
fair’s management is hop-
ing to see 750,000 to 1 mil-
lion visitors at this year’s fair, 
which would be a vast im-
provement compared to the 
about 676,000 people who at-
tended last year’s fair.

“I would love to see (that 
many) people return to the fair 
and visit this year, but we’ll see 
what the economy brings us,” 
Bartosik said. “It’s still a tough 
time out there, but we’re hop-
ing that we’ve offered enough 
new features and things that 
are different for people to come 
out and try us again and see the 
things that we’ve got to offer.”

Positive trends
Bartosik explained that an-

other positive sign pointing 
in the direction of increased 

attendance for this year’s fair 
can be found in the fair’s focus 
group survey, which indicates 
that 20 to 30 percent more 
people will attend the fair due 
to its school schedule-friend-
ly early starting date.

“We’re hearing from people 
now that this is a good time 
of the year and that since the 
kids aren’t in school, they’ll 
be there more often and that 
they can come during the 
week when it’s less crowded. 
All of those kinds of things 
that you would expect to hear 
and we are.”

Although the majority of 
people appear to support or 
at least have no problem with 
the fair’s schedule change, 
there are those who did not 
want the schedule changed 
for the sake of tradition.

But Bartosik said that it is 
important to change with the 
times, even if it means altering 
the fair’s traditional schedule.

“This date change was some-
thing we had to look at and I 
don’t think we’ll lose a lot of 
the loyalists (of the tradition-
al schedule),” Bartosik said. “I 
think that they’re going to come 
no matter what. There were a 
couple of people who told me 
that I was messing with a 150-
year tradition and that I bet-
ter be right. I also have to take 
that with the research that we 
have and that those kinds of 
things can’t please everybody 
all the time.

“Things have changed 
around us, but we don’t live 

the same way we lived. We 
don’t have the same kind of 
competition. We have more 
competition than we had 
even 10 years ago. There are 
more concerts in the market, 
there’s more programs in the 
market, there are all kinds 
of things that are different. 
(Students) are going back 
to school earlier. It’s all of 
those things. The tradition 
was that the State Fair was 
the last fair of the year. But 
even through Labor Day, 
there are now six or seven 
fairs that operate after us. 
And so, all of those things 
have changed while we’ve 
tried to hold tradition and 
it was time that we decid-
ed to start setting some new 
terms and new ways of do-
ing things and establishing 
a new tradition that makes 
the most sense for us.”

Excitement and energy
Overall, there is a sense 

of renewed energy with this 
year’s State Fair, as the ad-
vance numbers are up, as well 
as the hype regarding the fair 
from the billboards and other 
advertisements to the antici-
pation of its new schedule.

In addition to this renewed 
energy, Bartosik said that ear-
ly ticket sales show that the 
fair’s change to a new sched-
ule is already proving to be a 
success.

“We anticipate that we’ve 
resolved a lot of those issues 
and early indications from our 
pre-sale is that we’re ahead of 
last year and we believe that 
that’s a positive sign,” Bartosik 
said.

Another change to this 
year’s fair that should in-
crease its success is its vari-
ous reduced prices, which will 
be attractively combined with 
the fair’s many free entertain-
ment offerings.

Among the most notable 
price reductions will be seen 
on fair guests’ food bills, as 
through a promotion, the fair 
worked with its vendors to 
lower food prices by 25 per-
cent, predominantly through-
out the grounds.

Additionally, discounts are 
available for those who decide 
to plan ahead by purchasing 
advance tickets.

Bartosik said that he hopes 
that many people take advan-
tage of the special offers and 
many other attractions of this 
year’s fair.

“I’d like to say that (the 
State Fair) is the single best 
value that you’re going to 
find anywhere in Northern 
California,” Bartosik said. 
“(Fairgoers should) take ad-
vantage of the discounts we 
have to offer. Buy early and 
be able to enjoy (the fair) as 
many times as you can and 
don’t plan on just coming 
out for an hour or two. You 
can’t see the entire State Fair 
in one day. There is so much 
here that we have to offer and 
you (can) just kind of bask 
in the revelry of the show-
case of California and have 
fun while you do it.”

For additional information 
regarding this year’s Califor-
nia State Fair, including gen-
eral and special-priced tickets, 
call (916) 263-3247 or visit 
the Web site www.bigfun.org.

State Fair debuts early start with July 14 opening 

Fair’s CEO speaks about anticipation of successful 2010 fair 

Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
California State Fair CEO Norb Bartosik is looking forward to a successful 2010 
fair. The fair runs July 14 through Aug. 1.
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DIDION SCHOOL DISTRICT
Beautiful updated 1 story home. Upgrades include 
new HVAC, flooring throughout, Kitchen appli-
ances, and interior paint. Bathrooms remodeled 
with granite & new flooring. Other features include 
updated roof, spacious yard, wonderful floor plan 
& much more.  See www.6754ParkRivieraWay.
com $275,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

POCKET
Absolutely charming home near the river in the highly 
desired Pocket neighborhood. Remodeled kitchen with 
gorgeous granite, newer appliances & floors. Beautiful 
tile floors and designer carpet. Wonderful interior paint 
colors. Roof, dishwasher, microwave, disposal, paint in/out 
& carpet in 2005. This is a wonderful home! Please stop 
by to see.  See www.412BlueDolphinWay.com $205,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

4215 Freeport Blvd.

454-5753

PARK PLACE SOUTH
One Story 2Bd 2Ba Half plex Home in Park Place South. 
Great room with fireplace. 3 solar tube sky lights, 3 ceiling 
fans, covered patio, 2 orange trees, 1 mandarin orange 
tree. Homeowner's Association dues of $150 per month 
cover the roof, exterior paint, front lawn maintenance, 
and tennis courts.   See  www.1208RoseTreeWay.com 
$209,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

Visit Our Web Site: www.windermeredunnigan.com

THE ISLANDS AT RIVERLAKE
Practically new home built in 2008. Over $30K in upgrades including 
surround sound, entry way marble, custom trimmed windows, GE 
Profile appliances in kitchen w/gas cook top. Upgraded bathrooms and 
cabinets throughout. Built-in office space upstairs. Located w/pretty 
greenbelt in front of home. Shoes never worn in home - clean, clean, 
clean! See www.8062LindaIsleLn.isnowforsale.com $379,000

LEIGH RUTLEDGE 612-6911
BILL HAMBRICK 600-6528

CUSTOM HALFPLEX
Custom Half Plex in Riverlake Dutra Bends upscale neigh-
borhood. Walking distance to the Sacramento River, walk/jog 
walkway, Marriott Park, Garcia Bend Park & boat launch. 
Plantation shutters, gas log fireplace. Hardwood floors in 
kit & breakfast area. 1 bedroom & full bath downstairs. 
Newer tile type roof. Inviting pool & spa in backyard. See 
www.7706RioBarcoWay.com $299,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

RIVERLAKE HALF PLEX
Sparkling half plex home in private gated Brid-
geview in Riverlake. Lake access w/picnic tables 
& boat dock. 3 master suites. One bed & full bath 
downstairs.   New carpet & fresh interior paint . 
Newer tile type roof. See www.7724BellBridgeWay.
com $299,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

CLASSIC RANCH
On a nice tree shaded street w/in blocks of Land Park, 
Crocker Elem, Vic's Ice Cream. From the beautiful hdwd 
floors, designer colors, cozy LR fireplace & spacious master 
suite, this home has been meticulously cared for. Cool off in 
the blt-in pool. Energy efficient features include newer dual 
pane windows, ceiling fans, new dishwasher drawers & other 
kit appliances. See www.937RobertsonWay.com $439,900

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

 BACKS TO SACRAMENTO RIVER
Quality Harris built home in quiet, highly desired location. 
4 bed single story w/ remote bedroom. Dual pane windows, 
large peaceful private yard. Sale includes two parcels (.47acres 
for both parcels). Some neighbors built boat docks within 
the last few yrs on the levy parcel. Buyer to consult w/city 
re-permit process & availability. Rare opportunity to own on 
the river.  See www.715ClipperWay.com $317,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

GREENHAVEN BEAUTY
Immaculate, Spacious, Single Story Home in Lovely 
Location. Custom home with updated kitchen & baths, 
beautiful yards, newer central heat & air, fresh interior 
& exterior paint. Wonderful curb appeal - This home 
shows like a model. See www.924GreenstarWay.
epropertysites.com $359,000

NANCY WEGGE 600-5458
LISA MARTIS 612-7548

SHOWS LIKE A DREAM!
This great family home features beautiful black marble 
entry and living room fireplace, fresh interior paint, 
pretty new wood floor & new tile floors in both bath-
rooms. Family room is bright & cheery with all glass 
windows and doors welcoming you to the backyard. 
The kitchen is lit by day by a wonderful skylight. See 
www.windermeredunnigan.com $259,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715
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1007 cobbleshores drive
Custom Spanish style home on 
premier lake lot. Resort-like views 
from almost every room. Home has 
hardwood floors, new carpeting, 
and freshly painted interior. Front 
elevation features side garage & 
stamped driveway. $819,000
susie K. ParKer • 421-3546

751 Bell Russell Way • $533,000
Meena chan lee • 837-9104

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

1016 coBBle shoRes DRive, $1,475,000
susie K. PaRKeR • 768-8494

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ low introductory cost
★ start anytime
★ live classes

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthly cash Flow
★ tenant screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907

713 cecilyn Way
2 Bedroom 2 bath home nestled in 
the Pocket area close to shopping, 
freeway and schools. Exterior in 
good shape with newer roof. Inside 
ver y roomy over 1200 sq feet, 
vaulted ceilings, brick fireplace, 
decent size backyard. $174,000
Meena chan lee • 837-9104

“…For Fine older homes and 
quality newer homes”

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

904 cobbleshores drive
Not a Short Sale or REO! Great plan 
with separate family room, open to 
kitchen and well laid out for access 
to yard and built-in barbecue. Mas-
ter bedroom with sitting area. Mas-
ter bath has double sink, tub and 
separate shower. $349,000
susie K. ParKer • 421-3546

828 MaryManuel circle
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, halfplex 
in Crestwater Gardens located 
in Greenhaven area. Roof paint-
ing of the outside and gardening 
not including patio areas and 
admission to club house with 
swimming privileges.$163,500
jerry schWindt • 397-3511

JUST LISTED:

7679 el Rito Way
PocKet best buy, Must see interior and this is 
not a short sale or reo, four bedrooMs three 
and a half baths all beautifully uPdated! 
$419,000

susie K. PaRKeR 768-8494

“sign”
language

“sign”
language

For over 34 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

v
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By Dolores Silva Greenslate
Portuguese Historical & Cultural Society  
Riverside-Pocket Historian
Special to The Pocket News

Mary Rose Dutra, who lived for near-
ly a century in the Pocket area, passed 
away on June 1, 2010. She was born on 
June 29, 1910.

Mary and I were fourteen years apart 
in age, but that was incidental to the 
close relationship we formed later in 
our lives when the Portuguese Histor-
ical and Cultural Society (PHCS) was 
founded in 1979.

We both felt strongly about the need 
to document the stories of  the Azorean 
Portuguese families who pioneered the 
Riverside-Pocket area since the Gold 
Rush era. So few of  their descendants 
had remained, and by that time our fam-
ilies had intermarried and we were all 
cousins.

Now, we felt, it was time to “unscram-
ble” it all with valid and document-
ed facts, from legal papers and photo-
graphs stored away in family trunks. An 
impending book was soon in the works. 
“Portuguese Pioneers of  the Sacramento 
Area” was eventually published in 1990.

Being a founding member and board 
member of  the PHCS, I engaged my pal 
Mary, along with several others from 

various areas of  the Riverside-Pocket 
area, to help me. I was the youngest. I 
knew about my maternal family who ar-
rived in the early 1850s, but I needed a 
lot of  help with all of  the others.

“Help, Mary!”
We spent many hours at Mary’s kitch-

en table amongst collected photos and 
my writing tablet.

Manuel Rosa, Mary’s husband, had 
been our neighbor, living in a large 
house on the levee and going to Sutter 
School with my mother’s brothers and 
sister. Manuel insisted on writing his 
own family members’ biographies – so 
we let him. We had many laughs.

Mary and I became very close, more than 
pals. It seemed that there had to be a closer tie 
– and we found it. We learned that the merg-
ing of the 1800s pioneer Lewis and Perry fam-
ilies – Manuel Lewis marrying Emma Perry in 
1889 – made us cousins. That discovery made 
us both happy when we discovered our rela-
tionship.

The morning of Mary’s death on June 1, I 
was called by her daughter, Marye Louise, who 
told me the sad news. Mary tried very hard to 
make it to her 100th birthday, but it wasn’t to 
be. Goodbye my pal. I love you. Ate outra vez 
(until another time).

Susan Laird contributed to this article.

Memories of Mary
Pocket matriarch Mary Dutra Rosa passes
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By PETER HAYES
Associate ARNHA Board Member
Special to The Pocket News

American River Natural 
History Association mem-
bers will soon kick off a spirit-
ed new fundraising campaign 
to invigorate their takeover of 
the beloved Effie Yeaw Na-
ture Center. 

Meanwhile, newly elected 
members of ARNHA’s Effie 
Yeaw Nature Center Adviso-
ry Committee pressed nego-
tiations with county parks of-
ficials on a long-term lease to 
operate the center and its 78-
acre preserve after it was for-
mally cut loose July 3. Sacra-
mento County, facing a budget 
crisis, had requested propos-
als from nonprofit groups to 
run the Effie Yeaw Nature 
Center, located at 2850 San 
Lorenzo Way in Carmichael, 
and only ARNHA stepped 
up to prevent the 34-year-old 
center from closing. 

ARNHA’s proposed 2010-
11 budget for EYNC list-
ed anticipated expenditures 
at $307,000 including costs 
for 7.25 fulltime-equivalent 
employees. Revenue to bal-
ance expenses will be an on-
going endeavor from now on. 
ARNHA normally has given 
between $40,000 and $60,000 
annually back to the county, 
and President Larry Washing-
ton made it clear that, while 
no longer giving to the county, 
ARNHA must embark on an 
accelerated fundraising cam-
paign to significantly augment 
that amount in order to sus-
tain and improve the center’s 
programs.

The question of funding is 
central to ongoing negotia-
tions between the Effie Yeaw 
Nature Center Advisory 
Committee and Sacramento 
County for a long-term lease, 
but parks officials have ruled 
out any help.

ARNHA past president 
Greg Voelm, who led the 
ARNHA effort to win coun-
ty support of ARNHA op-
eration of the nature center, 
indicated in a June 29 article 
in the Sacramento Bee that 
at this point its only offer is 
nothing at all. It is possible 
that an appeal directly to the 
Sacramento County Board 

of Supervisors could result in 
some transitional funding. 

Negotiating for ARNHA 
with the county are the Effie 
Yeaw Nature Center Adviso-
ry Committee’s Chair, Greg 
Voelm, members Carol Do-
ersch, Noah Baygell, Betsy 
Weiland, and Lou Heinrich. 
Also representing ARNHA 
is newly-designated Nature 
Center Executive Director 
Marilee Flannery, who has 
served as the director of the 
Effie Yeaw Nature Center 
under county management. 
Other Advisory Commit-
tee members are David Wade 
and Liz Williamson.

The committee was nomi-
nated by ARNHA past pres-
ident Carol Doersch, who au-
thored most of the 15-page 
ARNHA proposal to the 
county, during a talk concern-
ing the new operation of the 
Nature Center at the June 
23 meeting of the ARNHA 
Board. Doersch said the com-
mittee would play a “colle-
gial” role, reporting to and re-

questing major funding from 
the ARNHA Board of Di-
rectors to operate the center, 
and have “a close and support-
ive relationship with the exec-
utive director.”

“It will develop, in cooper-
ation with staff, policies that 
will further enhance the im-
age of ARNHA and the Ef-
fie Yeaw Nature Center as a 
competent, well-run orga-
nization – that maintains a 
unique sense of joy and cama-
raderie in our work together,” 
she added.

Doersch also told the board 
that ARNHA was seeking help 
from three other non-profits, 
the American River Parkway 
Foundation, the Sacramento 
County Office of Education, 
and the Discovery Museum, to 
help support the operations of 
the Effie Yeaw Nature Center.

“We hope they will work 
with us in an advisory ca-
pacity and eventually in mu-
tually beneficial programs 
and financial ventures,” she 
said.

Effie Yeaw Nature Center finds new caretakers
American River Natural History 
Association to run ‘gem of Carmichael’

Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
The Effie Yeaw Nature Center is located on the same site that former 
Kindergarten teacher Effie Yeaw took her students to learn about local, cultural 
and natural history during the 1950s and 1960s. Due to Sacramento County 
budget cuts, the American River Natural History Association will now operate the 
Effie Yeaw Nature Center.
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CARPET/ UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

COMPUTER SERVICES

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

B ATH & KITCHEN REMODEL

CARPET 

Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

CALL 444-0551

DON’T WAIT–BEAT THE HEAT!
Season Special

A/C Check-up–$85.00

REBATES/TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE/ ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS 

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 
 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

 LIC# 696355

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News 

Home Improvement page

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

CONSTRUCTIONBUILDER/CONTRACTOR

ADDITION SPECIALIST

CONSULTING/CONSTRUCTION

BATHTUB REFINISHING YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CUSTOM GLASS
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WORK GUaRaNtEED / SENIOR DISCOUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

PLUMBING

  

office 442-7586 mobile 204-4090
Located on corner of 7th and Riverside Boulevard

25% Discount for all new customers with this ad, good until 07/31
(discount applies to labor only)

Water Heater   Disposal    Faucets
Sewer & Drain Cleaning/Video Camera Inspections

We sPeCiAliZe in
•Copper repipe •Sewer and water line replacements •Gas lines - installed

Full Service
Keith & Harry StaleyRiverside Plumbing 

 Lic# 338816 C-36 

handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RaIN GUttER CLEaNING
• ROtOtILLING/& SOD PLaCEMENt
• CONCREtE REMOVaL
• yaRD CLEaN-UP/HaULING
• PRESSURE WaSHING

SPECIaLS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING tHE aREa FOR OVER 10 yRS*

lic#128758/Ref

YARDMAKE-OVERS!
landscaping

Terra bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430 or 802-9897

LaNDSCaPING

• Full yard maintenance
• one time clean-up
• sprinkler repair

gardening maintenance
“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

ROOFING

PaINtING

b & T upholstery & Repair

UPHOLStERy 

Furniture
upholstery at 

its finest

1600-B Kitchner Rd., Sacto 95822
916/392-1959 • 916/995-7177

* senior Discounts
www.bandtupholstery.com

HaNDyMaN SERVICEfencing

FREEDOM
HaNDyMaN SERVICES

HaNDyMaN

no Job Too smAll!
Call Eric

(916) 470-3488

Free up your time from those 
pesky unwanted jobs!

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement!
–Plumbing – Carpentry – electrical
– yard Care – Hauling – sprinklers

Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

exterior coatings/siding

THe PeRFeCT
eXTeRioR WAll sysTem
FoR WooD-siDeD Homes

Call bill (916) 612-1163 CCl # 674691

let us prove it!
Energy Star Rated

POOL SERVICE

PaINtINGLaNDSCaPING

contractor/remodels

CAPiTol eleCTRiC

ELECtRICaL CONtRaCtOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable
Res. & Commercial work

Repairs, trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/Free Est.

Since 1960 in Sac area

neil mcintire –– C.s.l.# 394307

sunshine electrical

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca lic # 633853 liability insured 

ELECtRICaL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!
Residential specialist

security lighting
Computer Circuits etc

spa electrical
new Houses/Additions
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handyman
handyman SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 
908942. Call Steven at 230-2114.

PRESSuRE waShIng!
gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, 
pressure washing/power spray, hauling, yard 
work,  painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-
up, fence repairs, light tree trimming, & more. 
Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247.  Specials for 
seniors. Licensed.

hELP wantEd - dRIVERS
hELP wantEd dRIVERS
Drivers-Flatbed: Great benefits. Take Truck Home. 
Good Home time! OTR. 11 Western or all 48. 
CDL-A, 2 yrs. 888 -880-5921 x 123 centralore-
gontruck.com

bookkEEPIng
#1 BOOkkEEPER
26 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & 
Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. 
Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820.. www.taxirene.info

ComPutERS
got ComPutER PRobLEmS?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $35/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area, travel charge will apply. Problem not 
fixed? No pay! Free estimates/consultation. 
Call cell# 296-7161

duPLEx foR REnt
duPLEx foR REnt
EXCEPTIONALLY NICE, clean, quiet, fully fur-
nished, 1 bdrm duplex, 880 sq. ft. 7244 Santa 
Theresa Wy, Pocket area, 2 mins. to I-5. Gardener, 
wshr/dryer, private patio, 2-car grg incl. Perfect 
for student, med intern/resident. Nonskr, no pets, 
$800/mo. Monthly agreement  w/1st & last mo. rent 
& $500 dep. Available now. Call 702 281-9212 or 
916 427-4988.

Call Melissa at 429-9901 and place your ad today!

Place your ad today!

 Have Pets for sale? or Pet
suPPlies for sale?

Call valley CoMMunity 
newsPaPers

for rates for tHe

new Pet seCtion. Call  429-9901

Pocket news would like to 
hear from you!

Do you have an interesting 
story to tell? 

unusual hobby, collection or 
job?  Do you have fun/unusual 
photos you would like to share 

with the readers?
Do you know someone who 

deserves recognition for vol-
unteering/service?

we want to hear from you.
Mail to: Pocket news
2709 riverside Blvd.

sacramento, Ca 95818
or:

ryanrose@valcomnews.com

Call 429-9901 
and place your ad

Advertise in California Kids! 
Family Fun Guide!!!

Serving Greater Sacramento, 

For more information, call Marc
at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

California Kids!

for a Box
ClassifieD

aD
Call Melissa

429-9901

PERfEC t gIft!
PEt PoRtRaItS
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

SaLon fuRnItuRE
SaLon fuRnItuRE
full salon in pristine condition. Furniture only–all 
custom made. 4 black wood stations incl. front desk, 
all w/river rock granite tops; 4 blk leather chairs; 2 
blk acrylic sinks w/leather chairs; 2 dryers w/leather 
chairs; 4 full length framed mirrors. Everything less 
than 3 yrs old. $7,500 OBO. Call (916) 498-0218.

tax PREPaRER
#1 tax PREPaRER
26 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including all State returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.infoadVERtISE  youR REntaLS

Call 429-9901

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News Writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Land Park and other city 
residents have been notic-
ing something quite differ-
ent about the corner of 16th 
Street and Broadway lately, 
as the upper, front portion of 
a certain very famous record 
store building has for the first 
time in 45 years been painted 
something other than a com-
bination of yellow and red.

As signs of an end and a be-
ginning, the building, which 
once housed a landmark lo-
cation of Russ Solomon’s leg-
endary Sacramento-based 
business, Tower Records, and 
until recently, his later busi-
ness, R5 Records, is being re-
placed by another well-known 

Sacramento area-based busi-
ness, Dimple Records.

On the last day of R5 Re-
cords’ existence last month, 
Solomon was present to see 
the closure of the store, which 
marked the end of an era for 
his nearly 70 years in the re-
corded music selling business. 
Solomon started out in the 
record-selling business by of-
fering 78 rpm records for sale 
in his father’s drugstore in the 
Tower Theatre building.

Also present on R5 Re-
cords’ last day was John Ra-
dakovitz, who is very well ac-
quainted with Solomon.

Blending two brands
In late 1965, as Solomon 

was expanding Tower Re-
cords, which relocated from 

the Tower Theatre building 
to its longtime 16th Street 
and Broadway location and 
eventually became an inter-
national success, Radako-
vitz was supplying records 
through the Pasadena-
based wholesale/retail re-
cord business, Canterbury 
Records, which had estab-
lished a northern branch 
store managed by Robert 
Garcia at 1715 Arden Way 
in the then-less than a de-
cade-old Arden Fair Mall.

As a record distributor at 
the time, Radakovitz, 65, 
said that among the many 
places where he delivered 
records was Tower Records 
stores.

Since this time, both Sol-
omon and Radakovitz had 
continued to work in the re-
corded music-selling busi-
ness, with the exception of 
the past month, since Solo-
mon closed R5 Records.

Radakovitz’s longtime 
connection to Solomon was 
far from the only reason 
that he paid a visit to the 
store on its closing day.

Instead, as the owner of 
Dimple Records, Radako-
vitz was stopping by the 

store due his personal con-
nection to the building, 
which would become home 
to his seventh store in the 
greater Sacramento area.

Radakovitz’s road to 
owning these stores be-
gan with his three-year in-
volvement with Canter-
bury Records.

Following his time with 
Canterbury Records, Ra-
dakovitz was hired as a dis-
tributor by the Emeryville-
based wholesale record 
business, Pic-A-Tune, to 
work at the company’s Del 
Paso Boulevard store.

Around the time when 
Pic-A-Tune was purchased 
by United Artists in 1974, 
Radakovitz began his own 
wholesale record compa-
ny, called River City Re-
cord Distributors, and his 
own retail store, called Cor-
dova Records. Both opera-
tions were located in Ran-
cho Cordova.

After only a year of op-
erating his Rancho Cordo-
va businesses, Radakovitz 
ended these endeavors and 
moved to Roseville, where 

Changing tune

Tower Records founder Russ Solomon to be honored at 
new Dimple Records Land Park location July 17

Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
Dimple Records owner John Radakovitz shows off his business’s newest store site 
at 16th Street and Broadway.

See Dimple, page 23
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he opened the first of his 
Dimple stores at 1701 San-
ta Clara Drive, off Douglas 
Boulevard.

After about 18 years of 
heading the Roseville store, 
Radakovitz expanded his 
business to include a second 
store at 313 E. Bidwell St. in 
Folsom, a third store at 2433 
Arden Way in about 1996 
and a fourth store at 6099 
San Juan Avenue in Citrus 
Heights about two years lat-
er.

Dimple also opened a 
store at 9692 Elk Grove-
Florin Road in Elk Grove 
in about 2005 and follow-
ing the late 2006 closure of 
Tower stores, Radakovitz 
closed the San Juan Avenue 
Dimple store and in March 
2007 opened a store in the 
old Tower Records building 
at 7830 Macy Plaza Drive in 
Citrus Heights.

Dimple – a name given to 
the store by Radakovitz be-
cause music brings smiles to 
the faces of many people – 
also opened a store in another 
old Tower Records site at 212 
F St. in Davis in the summer 
of 2007.

History in Land Park
Radakovitz, whose wife Di-

lyn and sons Ollie and An-
drew also work for Dimple, 
said that acquiring the Land 
Park store was in a way a ful-
fillment of a personal dream.

“I kind of always wanted 
this store,” Radakovitz said. 
“I would have preferred this 
store more than probably any 
of them, just because of where 
it’s located.”

And because of the Land 
Park store’s location in a 
historical sense, Radako-
vitz said that he felt that 
the store’s opening, which 
will be held on July 17 from 
noon to 4 p.m., presented 
the perfect opportunity to 
honor Solomon.

“I thought that it would be 
kind of a nice event for Russ 
to say somewhat of a farewell 
to the community, at least in 
regards to music,” Radakov-
itz said. “There are going to 
be a whole lot of former Tow-
er people (present) on that 
day (and) there will be a lot 
of record company executives. 
It’s not so much as a Dimple 
grand opening, although we 
will open our doors and we’re 

not going to turn down any-
one who wants to buy some-
thing, but we’re going to ded-
icate this location to Russ 
in that our plans are to un-
veil a painting of him, which 
will be permanently placed 
prominently in the store with 
a plaque (which will include 
such wording as) ‘1941 to 
2010, this site dedicated to 
the founder of Tower (Re-
cords).’”

The event, which will be 
emceed by longtime rock mu-
sic fan and radio announc-
er Dennis Newhall, will also 
include a food vendor, a large 
cake, live music by the Bath-
tub Gins from noon to 3 p.m. 
and an appearance by Solo-
mon from 1 to 3 p.m., dur-
ing which time Radakov-
itz will play his guitar and 
sing a country music-style 
song about Solomon that he 
wrote.

When asked if he would 
give a sneak preview to the 
song’s lyrics, Radakovitz pro-
vided the following words: 
“I’ve sold records for most 
of my life, didn’t even have to 
think twice. There was music 
and I sold it everywhere. Now 
I’m listening, not selling, that 
music so dear.”

Humbly commenting about 
his own upcoming celebra-
tion at the store, Solomon, 

who will turn 86 in about two 
months, said, “It’s a little much 
I think, but it’s fine and any-
thing I can do to help (Dim-
ple) open up is great with me. 
I think they’re really nice peo-
ple and I’m very happy that 
they are taking over the store 
down there.”

Since the Solomon-honor-
ing event will mark only a soft 
opening for Dimple’s Land 
Park store, Radakovitz said 
that the store will also hold 
a separate grand opening at a 
later time.

But in the meantime, the 
store will begin its venture in 
the old 16th Street and Broad-
way Tower Records site, as it 
honors Solomon on this spe-
cial day.

In being that Solomon 
brought so many “dim-
ples” to local music lovers 
through his record stores, 
Radakovitz encourages the 
community to pay tribute 
to a man who is considered 
by many to be an icon of the 
capital city.

“Wear something cool and 
come on down and see what’s 
happening on this fun day,” 
Radakovitz said. “Everybody’s 
welcome, so hear some music 
and have a good time while 
we honor Russ, the father of 
retail music – that’s what I 
call him!”

Dimple: ‘Wear something cool and come on down and see what’s happening’
Continued from page 22

Pocket News Photo/Lance Armstrong
Tower Records founder Russ Solomon will be honored during the opening of 
Dimple Records at 16th Street and Broadway in Land Park on July 17.
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By RYAN ROSE
Pocket News Editor
ryanrose@valcomnews.com

It is with a heavy heart 
that I announce my depar-
ture from the Valley Com-
munity Newspaper group. 
It has been my honor and 
sincere pleasure cover-
ing our community for the 
past 18 months. Being the 
editor of such a beloved 
newspaper has been such a 
splendid privilege.

When I arrived at the 
newspaper last year, I was 
quick to set a personal 
tone in our reporting style. 
Our papers have increased 
coverage of those unique 
events and special individ-
uals that make our commu-
nities so great. With your 
help, reader, we have grown 
this paper, helping to make 
it the authority when it 
comes to local news and 
features.

Now, as I move on to a 
new career, I know I leave 
this paper in good hands: 
your hands. This newspa-
per is, as always, eager to 
hear from you about the 

Thank you, loyal readers: ValComNews editor makes exit 

Ryan Rose

direction of  our newspa-
per. Have a story sugges-
tion? Give us a call. Have 
a news tip? Write us an e-
mail. Want to chat about 
local events? Then stop 
by anytime. The Val-
ley Community News-
paper offices are located 
at 2709 Riverside Blvd., 
Sacramento, CA 95818. 
Our phone number is 
(916) 429-9901 and our 
new editor, Susan Laird, 
can be reached at susan@
valcomnews.com.

I am so happy to intro-
duce our new editor. Su-
san is the past news edi-
tor of Life Newspapers, 
and has been a contribut-
ing writer to Valley Com-
munity Newspapers for the 
past year. She is a talented 
writer and a brilliant edi-
tor. Yet her greatest skill is 
not in her abilities as a re-
porter, but in her gifts as a 
listener. I encourage you to 
share your stories with Su-
san as you have shared your 
news with me. Her profes-
sionalism and experience is 
matched only by her warm 

hospitality and sincere gen-
erosity.

On a final note, I must 
say that leaving this news-
paper is one of the hardest 
career shifts of my profes-
sional life. You, our reader, 
have made me feel so wel-
comed. Thank you – thank 
you for reading, thank you 
for writing, thank you for 
inviting our paper into 
your homes and business-
es. It’s a special thing, writ-
ing local news – you can’t 
help but become closely 
connected to the commu-
nity. Thank you all for be-
ing such good neighbors 
and friends. Farewell and 
good reading.

“It has 
been my 

honor and 
sincere 

pleasure…”

w w w. v a l c o m n e w s . c o m
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Got News?
e-mail susan@valcomnews.com
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For more Calendar enteries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Get in the calendar

Is your club, group, church, school, or organization 
having an upcoming event? Let us know. Send 
information about your event—including date, time, 
location, a brief description, cost (if any), and contact 
information—to Calendar, c/o Valley Community 
Newspapers, 2709 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, 
CA 95818, or e-mail susan@valcomnews.com. 
Deadline is one week before publication. Priority 
is given to events that are in the community and/
or of little or no cost. There is no guarantee that 
events submitted will appear in the calendar. To 
ensure placement within the newspaper, please call 
429.9901 to place an advertisement.

July

Latino Dance and Culture Group
Come dance to the beat of all types of Lat-
in music on July 13 and July 20. Featuring 

DJ music and delicious Mexican food. Dona-
tions of $3 or more to enter. Held at the Eth-
el Hart Community Center, 915 27th St., 
from 6:15 p.m. to 9 p.m. Call Barbara Alar-
con at (916) 400-4514 for more information.

July 17
Bee Workshop
Come hear the “buzz” about native bees and 
their place in the urban landscape on July 17, 
2010 at 9:00 a.m. at the Historic City Cem-
etery, 1000 Broadway. Join bee experts to 
identify and learn about bees at the beauti-
ful Hamilton Square Garden in the ceme-
tery. Park across the street from the cemetery 
on Broadway and walk due south. There is 
no charge, but donations toward the beauti-
fication of the cemetery are appreciated. Call 
916-455-8166 for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Baseball and beer tour
Sacramento’s love affair with America’s fa-
vorite past-time traces its roots to the ear-
ly days of the city. Find out how it all began 
on this Saturday morning tour at the Sac-
ramento Historic City Cemetery! The tour 
commences at 10 a.m. from the Cemetery’s 
main gate at Broadway and 10th Street. Visi-
tors may park across the street from the 10th 
Street Gate and meet at the cemetery en-
trance. Held under the auspices of the City of 
Sacramento Division of History & Science, 
the Old City Cemetery Committee, Inc. pres-
ents this tour as a public service. For tour in-
formation please call (916) 448-0811. Tours 
are free though donations for the restoration 
of the cemetery are greatly needed and ap-
preciated.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free E-waste drive
Looking for a way to get rid of all that out-
dated equipment piling up around the house 
at no cost to you? Northminster Presbyterian 
Church, located at 3235 Pope Avenue, offers 
one an opportunity to do so in its fundrais-
ing drive (to update its computer equipment).  
The drive will be on Saturday, July 17, 9 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. Items can be dropped off easily at the 
church.  Please call if you need an item picked 
up.  For further information call 487-5192.




