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At the age of  11, not 
many of  us were recog-
nized as one of  the best 
at something. Sports were 
something our parents 
signed us up for to tire us 
out and make us less an-
noying around the house. 
But for Kiana Lee of  Sac-
ramento’s Matsuyama El-
emetary School, sports 
has given her an oppor-
tunity to dominate. Her 
weapon of  choice: a bright 
yellow softball.

When she was five 
years old, Kiana first 
walked onto a baseball 
field to play tee ball for 
Pocket Little League. At 
that age she was both un-
aware of  her talents and 
unaware of  the existence 

of  a softball league. After 
two years of  learning the 
fundamentals of  baseball, 
Kiana moved on to soft-
ball at the age of  seven. 
It wasn’t long before she 
started to notice her abil-
ities.

“When I was eight I started 
to get good,” Kiana said.

Since then, she hasn’t 
stopped.

She started out with soft-
ball in the Pocket Girls’ Soft-

Pocket pitching prodigy wins 
MVP honors at state champs

Courtesy photo
Headed for Tennessee and the national tourney, eleven year old Kiana Lee is a 
Pocket pitching phenom.

See Phenom, page 3
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ball league. Kiana’s father, 
Kevin, called the league “the 
main reason that Kiana’s soft-
ball career is now flourishing.” 
The league opened up an en-
tirely new avenue to Kiana, 
and from there she began to 
terrorize hitters with a violent 
swing of her arm. She can play 
a number of positions (includ-
ing first base, second base and 
outfield) but her true domi-
nance comes from the pitch-
ing circle.

Kiana moved on to play 
with a competitive team called 
Mizuno All-American when 
she was nine. Her team trav-
els all over the state, playing in 
as many tournaments as they 
can get their cleats on. Kevin 
said that the team has played 
in a dozen tournaments since 
March and Kiana’s team has 
won six of them. The team’s 
record since then is an as-
tounding 48-10.

At the state champion-
ships in Manteca during the 
Fourth of July weekend, Ki-
ana pitched in both the semifi-
nal and championship games, 
throwing complete games in 
both outings and leading her 
team to the title. Her blister-
ing performance on the rub-
ber earned her MVP honors 
in the tournament.

“I was kind of shocked,” she 
said. “Definitely happy, but 
kind of shocked.”

Kiana’s team has regular-
ly beaten competition all over 
California, but thanks to the 
state championship victory, 
Mizuno All-American is set 
to travel to Tennessee to take 

on the entire country at the 
national tourney that begins 
Aug. 1.

It will be without question 
the largest tournament in 
which Kiana has taken part, 
hosting anywhere from 44 to 
50 teams. It will also be the 
first time she and her team 
have traveled out of state to 
compete.

“I am very excited (to play 
in nationals),” she said. “It’s a 
rare opportunity.”

A rare opportunity indeed, 
thanks to her contributions. 
But Kiana shrugs off praise 
for her personal achieve-
ments. When asked why her 
team has been so successful 
she immediately credited the 
team’s defense.

“We don’t score a lot of 
runs, but we are really good at 
stopping others from scoring 
against us,” she said.

Modesty is an admi-
rable trait, but there is 
no denying Kiana’s mas-
sive talent. She even went 
back to her old softball 
stomping grounds re-
cently and gave a pitching 
clinic to the younger gen-
eration of  up and coming 
hurlers.

So where does she get 
this amazing athletic 
ability?

“ I ask myself  the same 
thing all the time,” chuck-
led Kevin. “ I played some 
sports growing up, but 
she just has a natural 
ability to play softball.”

It’s not just her talent 
that allows her to suc-

ceed, according to her 
dad.

“She’s very coachable and 
will listen to any advice given 
to her,” he said.

It is a few years in the 
distance for young Kiana, 
but she wants to pursue 
softball in high school 

and perhaps beyond. On 
the way she is sure to cap-
ture a whole lot of  atten-
tion and even more hard-
ware. Regardless of  the 
outcome of  the nationals, 
Kiana’s talents and her 
parents’ pride are going 
nowhere any time soon.

“ It’s extremely satis-
fying watching her suc-
ceed,” Kevin said. “ I am 
having some of  the best 
times of  my life watching 
her.”

Opposing hitters, how-
ever, do not enjoy it near-
ly as much.

Phenom: Pocket Girls’ Softball League credited for Kiana’s success
Continued from page 2
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Broadway 
comes to 
Janey Way

By MARTY RELLES
Pocket News Columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

One summer on Janey Way in the hot  days of 
August , boredom hung over  the neighborhood 
l ike a  cloud . The younger members  of  the Janey 
Way gang needed something interesting to do. 
Mary Puccetti  had an idea . “ Let ’s  stage a  show 
l ike they do on Broadway,” she said . Her bud-
dies , Diane Viani , Bernadette  Tomassetti  and 
Tom Harte, agreed and volunteered to perform. 
Her big  brother R andy agreed to work back-
stage, and Lou Viani , one of  the older  boys , said 
he would direct  the production. They were off 
and running.

Within days , R andy Puccetti  began putting a 
set  together  – nothing complicated , just  ban-
ners  and smal l  props. The performers  practiced 
their  songs , including old standards l ike  “ Yan-
kee Doodle  Dandy” and “God Bless  America .” 
Louie, acting l ike George M. Cohan himself , 
paced the yard and hol lered out  directions to 
the cast . Slowly, but  surely, the production came 
together. In the meantime, the kids  hand del iv -
ered inv itations to every house in the neigh-
borhood . Soon the show would take place. But 
would anyone come?

On the day of  the show, R andy hurried around 
his  backyard making f inal  preparations. The per-
formers , Mary, Bernadette, Tom and the others , 
ran through a  f inal  rehearsal  of  the show. Vol-
unteers  stood at  the gate  to the yard wait ing to 
col lect  the 25- cent  admission fee  and seat  peo-
ple. The neighbors  began to arrive  about one 
half  hour before the show began. First  one or 
two, then more, then the whole  neighborhood 
showed up. The kids  were dumbfounded and a 
l i ttle  scared . They did not  expect  this  big  of  a 
crowd .

“Oh my God , it ’s  t ime to begin.”
Lou made the cal l  of  “ Let  the show begin,” and 

the cast  came marching out  in their  patriotic 
costumes blaring out  “God Bless  America .” One 
by one, the cast  performed each number per-
fectly. The neighbors  cheered louder after  each 
new song. To end the production, the cast  per-
formed a  rol l icking f inale, a lmost  as  good as 
one of  those Busby Berkeley show tunes . The 
cast  received a  standing ovation from the peo-
ple  of  Janey Way. The show was an unqual i f ied 
success .

The kids  learned something in the process: 
There are  no l imits , only those that  we place on 
ourselves . They had set  out  to do a  successful 
Broadway-style  production and they succeeded 
beyond their  wi ldest  dreams. Another inspira-
tional  Janey Way memory.

J a n e y  Wa y  M e m o r i e s
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

This year marks a very special mile-
stone in the history of the Sacramen-
to Metropolitan Fire District.

Established on Dec. 1, 2000, the dis-
trict, which includes the Arden-Ar-
cade and Carmichael areas, will soon 
be celebrating its 10th anniversary.

But to simply think of Sac Metro as 
a young fire department would be an 
act of ignoring its historic roots, which 
helped enable the district to grow im-
mensely during its formative years.

Officially organized through the 
merging of the Sacramento County 
and American River fire departments, 
Sac Metro provides service to about 
640,000 people within a 417-square-
mile coverage area.

Cpt. Christian Pebbles, the depart-
ment’s public information officer, said 
that the joining of these two departments 

was just part of a continued process that 
led to the creation of Sac Metro.

“Over a period of years, we just con-
solidated and consolidated and con-
solidated (various fire departments) 
until we had just two big players left,” 
Pebbles said. “Now, for all parts, we 
are one team.”

Fire departments of yore
Although not intended as full sum-

maries, the following are some of the 
historical details of several of the 16 
historic fire departments that became 
part of today’s Sac Metro Fire De-
partment.

Arcade Fire Department: Established 
in January 1942, this department be-
gan with a temporary Board of Com-
missioners.

By July 1942, the department had its 
first engine and ground was broken for 
Arcade Station No. 1 at 2700 (later re-
numbered 3000) Fulton Ave.

Tragedy struck the department on 
June 20, 1947, as Charles Gay became 
the department’s first and only firefight-
er to lose his life in the line of duty.

In 1949, the department hired its 
first two full-time men and by 1953, 
the department had a total of 11 paid 
men and 40 volunteers.

Two years later, the department’s first 
chief, Wayne Smith retired and was re-
placed by George Requa, who spent 
the next 20 years in this position.

It was also in the same year 
that Smith retired that the de-

Sac Metro Fire District: A decade of service
Department has links to much earlier history 

Photo courtesy of Sac Metro Fire District
The first Arcade Fire Department station was located at 2700 Fulton Ave.

See Fire, page 19
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document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

10% off SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

five Star Skilled nurSing

senior placement

loving companionS

4050 Walnut Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

aegis of carmichael

aSSiSted living/memory care

(916) 972-1313
lic #347001686

www.aegisliving.com

We’re the people who 
make life better.

senior move manaGers

Residential Care Facility
for the Elderly now accepting 

applications for residents.
Let us care for your loved ones.

Woods Retreat

elderly care

owner-operated (916) 421-5845

state lic #340306720

real estate services

free in-home Senior care aSSeSSment

your ad Should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

livinG trusts/wills

call melissa at (916) 429-9901 

Your services are
needed

call melissa todaY 
to place Your ad

(916) 429-9901
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Hospitals now ‘hip’ on joint replacement information

‘Hipsters’ group disbands after many decades
BY ART GERMAN
Pocket News writer

A phone call out came out 
of the blue the other day 
from a woman who iden-
tified herself as Land Park 
resident Martha Curry. She 
said she was calling on be-
half of the Sacramento Hip-
sters, and she invited my 
wife and me to attend what 
she described as the organi-
zation’s “final, farewell meet-
ing.”

For just a moment, the in-
vitation hung precariously 
on a plateau of mystery, but 
the fog quickly cleared and 
I totally remembered the 
Hipsters and what this or-
ganization was all about.

The Hipsters were part 
of a story that began for me 
in 197l, when my wife and 
I were driving from down-
town to our South Land 
Park home, and were hit 
head-on by a drunk driv-
er. My wife happily suf-

fered only cuts and bruises 
but an ambulance took me 
to the Kaiser Hospital on 
Morse Avenue where I spent 
the next seven weeks receiv-
ing treatment for a smashed 
left hip and a shattered low-
er right leg.

Eventually I was able to 
get around painfully with a 
cane. After about 15 more 
months, an orthopedist at 
Kaiser took me aside and 
told me about a new medi-
cal procedure that was just 

becoming available—some-
thing called a hip replace-
ment. The shattered hip 
bone and socket would be 
replaced by an artificial new 
hip of plastic and other ma-
terials, he said, and this 
would be accomplished sur-
gically at the Kaiser hospi-
tal on Geary Boulevard in 
San Francisco. The proce-
dure was not yet being done 
in Sacramento.

And so it went. As soon 
as the surgery was over in 

September of 1973, the 
pain around my hip magi-
cally disappeared. After all, 
plastic rubbing against met-
al doesn’t hurt.  Soon I was 
able to travel, ride a bike, 
play golf and engage in oth-
er pursuits that had seemed 
totally out of reach for the 
preceding year-and-a half.

As the years rolled on, 
the prosthesis wore out and 
loosened: first in 1987, and 

See Hipsters, page 9
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Alterations Express

for a second time in 2003. 
Both times the necessary 
“repairs” were made at the 
new South area Kaiser hos-
pital on Bruceville Road. 
On the day after the 2003 
surgery, I recall that Arnold 
Schwarzenegger had enter-
tained the patients and hos-
pital staff by announcing his 
candidacy on TV to unseat 
Gov. Gray Davis on Jay Le-
no’s “Tonight” show.

It had probably been 
around 1980 that I first 
heard about the Hipsters, 
an organization composed 
of hip replacement veter-
ans. A member named An-
nie Beagler phoned to invite 
me to become a member, 
which I did. Hip replace-
ments had been growing in 
popularity, Annie said, and 
the Hipsters were schedul-
ing regular member meet-
ings to learn all they could 
about hip surgery medical 
advances.

For several years, I went 
to the meetings on a regular 
basis. They were held at var-
ious venues, but finally took 
over a permanent site at the 
UC Med Center. I attend-
ed the meetings for around 
10 years, but finally dropped 
out, mainly because of ac-
cess problems for me at the 
med center.

Finally, the 2003 hip re-
placement came to a sudden 
end for me after my wife and 
I emerged from a July 2005 
performance of “The Mu-
sic Man” at the 24th Street 
Theater. I tripped over a rise 
in the sidewalk and crashed 
to the pavement. When I 
tried to climb to my feet, it 
turned out to be impossible. 
An ambulance took me to 
the South area Kaiser where 
I underwent a fourth hip re-
placement, along with a re-
pair of the broken femur.

By this time I’d learned 
that my chief early-day con-
tact at the Hipsters, Annie 
Beagler, had died, and I put 
the organization out of my 
mind.

And so it remained until 
this past month, when Mar-
tha Curry phoned to extend 
her invitation to a “final” 
Hipsters’ meeting. It would 
be held at Luau Gardens, a 
Chinese smorgy across from 
the Arden Fair mall. The 
Hipsters had been meeting 
there regularly during the 
past few years.

When my wife and I ar-
rived, there were about 50 
people on hand, none of 
whom I recognized. The em-
cee was Bill Oliver of West 
Sacramento, a retired state 
Water Resources employee 

and an early Hipsters mem-
ber. He shared that his one 
hip replacement – the result 
of a school days football in-
jury – had lasted virtually 
intact for close to 30 years.

After a toothsome excur-
sion by all through the Luau 
Gardens’ array of won ton, 
chow mein and other orien-
tal goodies, Oliver told the 
audience that the Hipsters 
were coming to an end pri-
marily because membership 
has been declining for some 
years. The group’s informa-
tion programs about hip re-
placements (and most re-
cently, knee replacements) 
had been taken over by the 
hospitals themselves.

Also, recent advances in 
joint replacement technol-
ogy have attracted younger 
patients, were less inclined 
to attend Hipsters meet-
ings. As a result, there was a 
sharp drop in the more than 
200 members who attended 
regular meetings in the past, 
Oliver said.

The Hipsters’ featured 
speaker for its final official 
meeting was a local medical 

superstar in the development 
of artificial knees and hips to 
replace joints that function 
with severe pain: Dr. William 
L. Bargar, an orthopedic spe-
cialist who practices primarily 
at Sutter Hospital.

A one-time engineering stu-
dent, Bargar is among the first 
U.S. surgeons to use robotic 
procedures that were devel-
oped abroad. These proce-
dures and the use of titanium 
as a metal for the prostheses, 
have simplified the technique 
that Bargar calls “Robodoc,” 
or robotic surgery.

During the actual surgery 
using Robodoc, Bargar said, a 
robot precisely mills the bone 
surfaces, ensuring a precise fit 
and position of the implant 
based on a plan developed be-
fore the operation. This as-
sures the surgeon that the fi-
nal bone preparation will 
match the pre-operative plan 
exactly, he added.

A suggestion to hold an 
annual Hipsters reunion 
was warmly endorsed by all. 
That get-together—proba-
bly at Luau Gardens—will 
be held in July, 2011.

Hipsters: Younger patients less inclined to join
Continued from page 8

He’s not a Robodoc, but he works 
with one. Dr. William Bargar, who 
specializes in robotic surgery, spoke to 
the final meeting of the Sacramento 
Hipsters about the development of 
artificial knee and hip replacements. 
The group disbanded in July because 
area hospitals are now sharing 
information about joint replacements, 
rendering the group’s mission: 
Accomplished.
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By STEVE DEBENEDETTI-EMANUEL
Pocket News columnist
steve@rivercitycounseling.com

When I started college 
my parents drove me to 
school, helped me move 
in, and attended a few 
parent/student events. I 
wondered if  they’d ever 
leave. Finally, we hugged 
and kissed, and they 
drove away. And with that 
I turned and sprinted 
across campus, beside my-
self  with happiness, relief, 
and excitement. I was free 
and on my own.

Looking back , I  realize 
my parents worked hard 
the summer before I left 
to prepare me for this 
successful transition. 
They also took steps to 
prepare themselves for 
my departure. After al l , 

I  was their “ baby” and 
their nest was about to 
be empty.

Changing roles
As departure day ap-

proaches, it is impor-
tant to change the tone 
of  your relationship with 
your teen, such that you 
become less of  an author-
ity figure and more of  a 
guide. After all, your teen 
will soon be making the 
vast majority of  decisions 
on his or her own. It is 
important for them to 
begin this transition be-
fore they leave. I ’m not 
suggesting letting your 
teen stay out all night 
and having full access to 
the wine cellar. You still 
need rules and expecta-
tions. But if  they make 
poor choices, focus more 

on discussion and guid-
ance than on consequenc-
es.

As much as your college-
bound teen will be pulling 
at the reins, seemingly full 
of  confidence, remember 
that they’re also fearful 
and anxious about leaving 
home. When you sense 
this, reassure them that 
they’ ll be fine and you’ ll 
be there to help, if  they 
need you.

Check in
So plan for regular 

check-ins, be it  by phone, 
text, Facebook, Sky-
pe or email . Along with 
this, plan your teen’s v is-
its home. By doing this, 
your teen wil l  have the 
reassurance of  knowing 
that you ’ l l  communicate 
regularly.

It is also important for 
parents to share some of 
what they are feeling. You 
want your teen to know 
how proud you are and 
how much you’re going to 
miss him/her. Don’t over-
do it. If  your teen gets 
the feeling that their de-
parture is going to over-
whelm you, then leav-
ing will be more difficult. 
Share your more intense 
feelings with others.

After  your chi ld leaves , 
you ’ l l  have many differ-
ent  feel ings , and most 
are  normal  and OK. 
Perhaps you ’ l l  feel  de-
pressed , empty and 
lonely. Or you might 
feel  happy and rel ieved . 
Be patient , the feel ings 
wi l l  get  easier. If  neces-
sary, seek out  the sup-
port  of  fr iends and fam-

i ly  to help with your 
transit ion.

You wil l  also have more 
free time now that you 
aren’t  going to games and 
monitoring homework. 
You need to f igure out 
what to do. One option is 
to stay home and wallow 
in your feelings. Or you 
can find new things to 
do. It ’s  your time to ex-
plore and do what you ’ve 
always meant to do but 
couldn’t  f ind the time.

Don’t  worry
If  your teen doesn’t 

contact  you as  frequent-
ly  as  you ’d l ike, try  not  to 
take it  personal ly. Your 
teen is  in  a  period of  ex-
traordinary change and 
excitement, and stay-
ing in-touch won’t  be a 
priority. Be patient  and 
continue checking-in. 
Even i f  your teen seems 
disinterested and g ives 
one-word responses , rest 
assured that  your com-
munications are  helping 
with the adjustment.

When you do communi-
cate, celebrate what’s go-
ing well and offer to help 
with what isn’t. Work 
hard not to judge and lec-
ture. If  your teen gets the 
message that you are there 
to guide rather than criti-
cize, they’ ll be more likely 
to speak openly and seek 
your support.

When a teen leaves 
for college a family is 
thrown into a period of 
great challenge and tran-
sition. If  parents and 
teens don’t work hard to 
make it a positive expe-
rience, relationships can 
be strained or even dam-
aged. However, if  parents 
help their teens to pre-
pare prior to departure 
and support them once 
they’re at school, along 
with taking care of  their 
own emotional needs, the 
likelihood of  a successful 
transition for teen and 
parents is high.

In my next  article, I 
wi l l  focus on how par-
ents  can help their 
younger chi ldren when 
their  older  s ibl ings  go 
to school .

You & Your Teen

Making successful transitions as your child leaves for college
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THE ISLANDS AT RIVERLAKE
Practically new home built in 2008. Over $30K in 
upgrades including surround sound, entry way marble, 
custom trimmed windows, GE Profile appliances in 
kitchen w/gas cook top. Upgraded bathrooms and 
cabinets throughout. Built-in office space upstairs. See 
www.8062LindaIsleLn.isnowforsale.com $369,000

LEIGH RUTLEDGE 612-6911
BILL HAMBRICK 600-6528

PARK PLACE SOUTH
One Story 2Bd 2Ba Half plex Home in Park Place 
South. Great room with fireplace. 3 solar tube sky 
lights, 3 ceiling fans, covered patio, 2 orange trees, 
1 mandarin orange tree. Homeowner's Association 
dues of $150 per month cover the roof, exterior paint, 
front lawn maintenance, and tennis courts.   See  
www.1208RoseTreeWay.com $199,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

4215 Freeport Blvd.
454-5753

RIVERLAKE HALF PLEX
S p a r k l i n g  h a l f  p l e x  h o m e  i n  p r i v a t e  g a t e d 
Br idgev iew in  R ive r l ake .  Lake  access  w/p ic -
n ic  t ab les  & boa t  dock .  3  mas te r  su i tes .  One 
b e d  &  f u l l  b a t h  d ow n s t a i r s .   N ew  c a r p e t  & 
fresh inter ior  paint .  Newer t i le  type roof .  See 
www.7724BellBridgeWay.com $299,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

Visit Our Web Site: www.dunniganrealtors.com

CLASSIC RANCH
On a nice tree shaded street w/in blocks of Land Park, Crocker 
Elem, Vic's Ice Cream. From the beautiful hdwd floors, designer 
colors, cozy LR fireplace & spacious master suite, this home has 
been meticulously cared for. Energy efficient features include 
newer dual pane windows, new tank less water heater, some insu-
lated exterior walls, ceiling fans, new dishwasher drawers & other 
kit appliances. See www.937RobertsonWay.com $424,900

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

BACKS TO SACRAMENTO RIVER
Quality Harris built home in quiet, highly desired location. 
4 bed single story w/ remote bedroom. Dual pane windows, 
large peaceful private yard. Sale includes two parcels (.47acres 
for both parcels). Some neighbors built boat docks within 
the last few yrs on the levy parcel. Buyer to consult w/city 
re-permit process & availability. Rare opportunity to own on 
the river.  See www.715ClipperWay.com $299,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

POCKET
Absolutely charming home near the river in the highly desired 
Pocket neighborhood. Remodeled kitchen with gorgeous 
granite, newer appliances & floors. Beautiful tile floors 
and designer carpet. Wonderful interior paint colors. Roof, 
dishwasher, microwave, disposal, paint in/out & carpet in 
2005. This is a wonderful home! Please stop by to see.  See 
www.412BlueDolphinWay.com $205,000

MONA GERGEN

DIDION SCHOOL DISTRICT
Beautiful updated 1 story home. Upgrades include new 
HVAC, flooring throughout, Kitchen appliances, and interior 
paint. Bathrooms remodeled with granite & new flooring. 
Other features include updated roof, spacious yard, wonder-
ful floor plan & much more.  See www.6754ParkRivieraWay.
com $265,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

GREENHAVEN BEAUTY
Immaculate, Spacious, Single Story Home in Lovely Loca-
tion. Custom home with updated kitchen & baths, beautiful 
yards, newer central heat & air, fresh interior & exterior paint. 
Wonderful curb appeal - This home shows like a model. See 
www.924GreenstarWay.epropertysites.com $345,000

NANCY WEGGE 600-5458
LISA MARTIS 612-7548

CUSTOM HALFPLEX
Custom Half Plex in Riverlake Dutra Bends upscale 
neighborhood. Walking distance to the Sacramento 
River, walk/jog walkway, Marriott Park, Garcia Bend 
Park & boat launch. Plantation shutters, gas log fireplace. 
Hardwood floors in kit & breakfast area. 1 bedroom & 
full bath downstairs.Inviting pool & spa in backyard. 
See www.7706RioBarcoWay.com $299,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

GREAT VALUE
Great opportunity for a wonderful home within the Didion 
School boundaries. This spacious 3Bedroom has a down-
stairs bedroom and bath, soaring living room ceilings and 
separate upstairs master suite and laundry area. Generous 
side yard may be large enough to park a boat or small RV. 
Don't miss your chance to see this GREAT VALUE! See 
www.6950northshoreway.canbyours.com $239,500

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483
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By ROBBIE WATERS
Special to Pocket News

Library opens Aug. 28
The ceremony marking the 

opening of  the new library be-
gins at 10 a .m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 28. Light refreshments will 
be available on site beginning at 
9:15 a .m. Several dignitaries are 
joining us at the 10 a .m. ceremo-
ny which will end with the cut-
ting of  the ribbon at about 11 
a .m. Special festivities contin-
ue until 2 p.m. and the library 

will remain open that day un-
til 5 p.m.
Levee research team

Last winter, I informed you 
that researchers would be out on 
our levees investigating vegeta-
tion on the levees. That team is 
back again. The team will be on 
the levee, roughly between Gar-
cia Bend Park and the Didion 
area, either the last week of  July 
or the week of  Aug. 2. Their ac-
tivities should not interfere with 
any recreational activity nor any 

private property. This notice 
came to us via CA Department 
of  Water Resources, SAFCA 
and the Central Valley Flood 
Protection Board, amongst oth-
er entities.

Yard watering rules for summer 
2010

According to City of  Sacra-
mento rules, Sacramento resi-
dents and businesses may water 
up to three days a week, based 
on their address. Addresses end-

ing in odd numbers may wa-
ter on Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday only and even-num-
bered addresses may water on 
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. 
There is no watering allowed 
on Mondays. Watering of  land-
scapes must be completed before 
10 a .m. or after 7 p.m. Custom-
ers can call 3-1-1 to request a 
free Water Wise House call to 
help find ways to conserve wa-
ter around their home and yard 

City Council District 7 update

Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Library to open Aug. 28

See Waters. page 25
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

For Greenhaven area resi-
dent Morrison Bruner, think-
ing back on growing up in 
Sacramento brings him many 
fond memories.

But Bruner, 91, a former 
student at Sierra School at 
2791 24th Street and C.K. 
McClatchy High School, 
does not have to think 
very far back in his person-
al history to recall memo-
ries about one of his favorite 
childhood hobbies, model 
ship making.

Although it has been 
about eight decades since he 
first attempted putting to-
gether a model ship, Bruner 
has continued to build oth-
er models throughout his 
life.

In celebration of Bruner’s 
longtime model ship mak-
ing hobby, the public is invit-
ed to visit an exhibit featuring 
nine model ships that Brun-
er built during various times 
in his life.

On public display
The model ships are pres-

ently on display in the lob-
by of Marie Callender’s 
Restaurant and Bakery at 
5622 Freeport Blvd. in Sac-
ramento. The restaurant is 
open daily from 8 a.m. to 
10 p.m.

The masterpiece of the en-
tire display sits at the cen-
ter of the main section of the 
two-section exhibit.

Known as the “Great Re-
public,” the model is a replica 
of the largest wooden, clipper 
ship ever built.

The original, full-size ship, 
which was constructed in 
Boston in 1853 by Donald 
McKay, was 335 feet long 
by 38 feet deep and weighed 
4,555 tons.

Later renamed “Denmark,” 
the ship, which was also re-
ferred to as “the ship of ships,” 
sunk during a storm 19 years 
later.

One would likely imagine 
that even a replica of such a 
large ship would take much 
time to create.

And Bruner would proba-
bly be the first to agree, con-
sidering that he worked for 
a very long time to complete 
such a model.

But even Bruner chuck-
les when thinking about how 
long it took him to finish his 
scaled down version of the 
full-size “Great Republic,” es-
pecially since the original ship 
took much less time to com-
plete than his model.

“(The ‘Great Republic’ mod-
el) was finished 25 years after 
I started working on it,” Brun-
er said. “It sat a long time on 
a shelf without me doing any 
work on it. I worked on it oc-
casionally. I made up the yard-
arms and another time I made 
the mast. I was living in an 
apartment and the manager 
lived on the other side of the 
wall from me. I had machin-
ery to cut (the hull) out and I 
had to listen for the manager 
to go to work at the office in 
the morning, so I could start 
the machinery. I don’t think 

Know your neighbor
Artistic works by 91-year-old model ship builder showcased at local restaurant

Pocket News photo/Lance Armstrong
Morrison Bruner works on a project in his woodworking shop.

See Model, page 22

Got News?
e-mail susan@valcomnews.com
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7679 El Rito Way
You must see the interior of this 
home. Beautifully updated w/one 
of the nicest kitchens you will see! 
Granite counter, decorator cabinets, 
raised dining bar, blt in butlers pan-
try w/glass doors, loads of storage.  
$379,000
SuSiE K. PaRKER • 421-3546

751 Bell Russell Way • $533,000
Meena chan lee • 837-9104

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

1016 coBBle shoRes DRive, $1,475,000
susie K. PaRKeR • 768-8494

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ low introductory cost
★ start anytime
★ live classes

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthly cash Flow
★ tenant screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907

713 CECilyn Way
2 Bedroom 2 bath home nestled in 
the Pocket area close to shopping, 
freeway and schools. Exterior in 
good shape with newer roof. Inside 
ver y roomy over 1200 sq feet, 
vaulted ceilings, brick fireplace, 
decent size backyard. $174,000
MEEna Chan lEE • 837-9104

“…For Fine older homes and 
quality newer homes”

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

904 CobblEShoRES dRivE
Not a Short Sale or REO! Great plan 
with separate family room, open to 
kitchen and well laid out for access 
to yard and built-in barbecue. Mas-
ter bedroom with sitting area. Mas-
ter bath has double sink, tub and 
separate shower. $329,000
SuSiE K. PaRKER • 421-3546

849 ShEllWood Way
Tremendous Value great loca-
tion. Spacious living room. 
Master bedroom suite with large 
retreat. Pool size yard and much 
more. $220,000
angEla adaMS • 761-9505

PENDING

JUST LISTED:
19 bliSS RivER Ct
This is a 4 bedroom 2.5 bath home in a great neighbor-
hood. The owners have kept this home up meticulously. 
This home offers 2, 522 square feet on a quarter acre lot 
with formal dining area and separate family room with 3 
car garage. Beutifully landscaped pool size lot. Home has 
newer kitchen appliances and plantation shutters. Dual 
pane windows throughout the home. Located at the end 
of a cul-de-sac.
SuSiE K. PaRKER 768-8494

“sign”
language

“sign”
language

For over 34 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

v
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By NOAH WINN
Pocket News writer

1. What is the specialty of College Cyclery in Sacra-
mento?

“We usually work on and sale beach cruisers and fam-
ily bikes, and we love to do restorations and re-furbish-
ing bikes.”

2. How long has college College Cyclery been open for 
business?

“This year it’s our 75th anniversary, so come on out and 
show some support.”

3. How long have you worked at the store? 
“This is my third year working here at the store and it’s 

been great.”

4. What is the most unusual bike you have worked on?
“The most unusual bike I have worked on was this cra-

zy bike that was built like a car. It had four wheels and a 
second passenger option, so two can pedal at the same 
time. This car/bike had an independent drive train, but 
the thing was it didn’t have a steering wheel.”

5. Do you think in the future or in a few years we will 
be an all-bike society like some parts of China or Da-
vis?

“No, we like our cars too much. Idealistically, it would 
be nice. It’s just not going to happen.”

Bonus question: If Floyd Landis came into College Cyclery, 
had a flat tire and no money, would you help him out?

“Of course I would help Floyd out; I have helped out a 
lot worse.”

‘Five Questions’ with Jason Gundrons, 
mechanic at College Cyclery

East Sacramento News photo/Noah Winn
College Cyclery will celebrate 75 years in business this 
year. Bike mechanic Jason Gundrons enjoys doing bike 
restorations as well as repairs.
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Got 
News?
e-mail susan@valcomnews.com
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partment added its fourth 
station.

The department, which at 
one point during the 1980s 
had grown to include 59 
paid full-time employees, 
six part-time apprentices 
and nine volunteer reserves, 
merged with the American 
River Fire Department on 
July 1, 1986.

Carmichael Fire Depart-
ment: Although this fire de-
partment was not officially 
organized until 1942, Carmi-
chael had its own volunteer 
firefighting force with a Mod-
el T fire engine by 1927.

Daniel V. Donovan, who 
had established this volunteer 
organization, served as the 
department’s first fire chief.

The department received its 
first new fire engines during 
the early 1950s.

By the late 1950s, the de-
partment opened its second 
and third stations. The first 
station was established in the 
early 1940s at Fair Oaks Bou-
levard and Garfield Avenue.

Another of the depart-
ment’s more notable upgrades 
occurred with its installation 
of a siren in Carmichael Park. 
The siren could be heard 
throughout the district’s cov-
erage area.

In 1965, Donovan retired 
from the department and was 
replaced by Carl E. London, 
who had become the depart-
ment’s first assistant chief in 
1964.

Among the new things that 
London introduced to the 
department was its annual 
Christmas tree burning tra-
dition.

Held every January, the 
event allowed members of the 
community to have their old 
trees burned in a vacant lot.

A pair of the notable in-
cidents that the department 
responded to was the 1965 
fire at the El Camino Mar-
ket complex at El Camino 
and Mission avenues and 
the 1977 fire at the Indian 
Valley Lumber Co. at Fair 
Oaks Boulevard and Man-
zanita Avenue.

The Carmichael Fire De-
partment became known as 
the Arden-Carmichael Fire 
Department for only a few 
months prior to the estab-
lishment of the American 
River Fire Department on 
Aug. 1, 1983.

Arden Fire Department: 
Forming in 1943, this de-
partment evolved from the 
Sierra Oaks Fire Protection 
League, which had been 
formed in the Arden area 
by a group of local citizens.

Led by its first fire chief, 
Dwight Robert Jerauld, the 
department initially had 
two engines, one of which 
was nicknamed “Asthma,” 
due to its much-less-than-
stellar running condition.

The first major fire that 
the department respond-
ed to occurred on July 26, 
1943, when a fire began 
to spread across a 75-acre 
grain field and a trio of 
sheds and a barn became 
engulfed in flames.

Although the fire creat-
ed many challenges for the 
department, its firefighters 
were able to save a pair of 
nearby houses.

The first station of the 
department was built at 
2691 Northrop Ave. in De-
cember 1943.

During the following de-
cade, the department expe-
rienced other firsts, includ-
ing the appointing of the 
first assistant fire chief, Ed-
win Burt, and the first bat-
talion chief, Norman Farm-
er, and the purchase of the 
first aerial ladder truck.

Burt was appointed fire 
chief in 1968 and contin-
ued serving in this position 
until 1973, when he was re-
placed by Patrick Parker.

As previously mentioned, 
the Arden Fire Department 
eventually partnered with 
the Carmichael Fire De-
partment, leading to the 
1983 establishment of the 
American River Fire De-
partment.

Other consolidations
The other now-defunct de-

partments that were consol-
idated throughout the years 
and are included within the 
boundaries of today’s Sac 
Metro Fire Department are: 
Citrus Heights, Elverta, Fair 
Oaks, Florin, Mather Field, 
McClellan Air Force Base, 
Michigan Bar, Mills, North 
Highlands, Orangevale, Ran-
cho Cordova, Rio Linda and 
Sloughhouse.

These departments, as well 
as the Arcade, Arden and Car-
michael departments, were 
established during the years 
of about 1920 to 1959.

With its establishment, Sac 
Metro became the largest fire 
district in the county and the 
seventh largest fire agency in 
the state.

The district, which was 
originally led by Fire Chief 
Rick Martinez from 2000 to 
2005 and then Fire Chief Don 
Mette from 2005 to 2010, is 
led today by Fire Chief Wil-
liam B. Sponable.

Governed by a nine-mem-
ber board of directors, the 
district has 42 stations and 
a headquarters building at 
2101 Hurley Way.

Arden-Carmichael News Photo/Lance Armstrong
The Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District headquarters is located at 2101 Hurley 
Way, just east of Cal Expo.

Fire: ‘We are one team’
Continued from page 6

Additionally, the district 
abides by its mission “to pro-
vide professional and compas-
sionate protection, education 
and service to our communi-
ty.”

Pebbles added that it is 
helpful to the district to be lo-
cated in a quality community.

“I have a thing that I like 
to say and that’s ‘A fire de-
partment is only as good 

as its community,’” Peb-
bles said. “We’re a commu-
nity-based organization 
and we’re a pretty good fire 
department, therefore we 
have a pretty good commu-
nity.”

For additional informa-
tion regarding the Sacramen-
to Metropolitan Fire District, 
call (916) 859-4300 or visit 
www.sacmetrofire.ca.gov.
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CARPET/ UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

COMPUTER SERVICES

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

Griffi n Construction
CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

CALL 444-0551

DON’T WAIT–BEAT THE HEAT!
Season Special

A/C Check-up–$85.00

REBATES/TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE/ ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS 

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 
 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

 LIC# 696355

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News 

Home Improvement page

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

BUILDER/CONTRACTOR

ADDITION SPECIALIST

BATHTUB REFINISHING

CUSTOM GLASS

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

BREATHE EASIER!
FREE Video Inspection

($75 value)
See what you’re breathing

Reduce levels now:
Mold • Dust Mites

Pollen • Dirt/Debris
Call Larry (916) 856-2870

Bonded & Licensed #1100008896

AIR DUCT CLEANING

Sunshine Electrical

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca Lic # 633853 Liability Insured 

ELECTRICAL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!
Residential Specialist

Security Lighting
Computer Circuits Etc

Spa Electrical
New Houses/Additions

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WORK GUaRaNtEED / SENIOR DISCOUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

PLUMBING

  

office 442-7586 mobile 204-4090
Located on corner of 7th and Riverside Boulevard

25% Discount for all new customers with this ad
(discount applies to labor only)

Water Heater   Disposal    Faucets
Sewer & Drain Cleaning/Video Camera Inspections

We sPeCiAliZe in
•Copper repipe •Sewer and water line replacements •Gas lines - installed

Full Service
Keith & Harry StaleyRiverside Plumbing 

 Lic# 338816 C-36 

handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RaIN GUttER CLEaNING
• ROtOtILLING/& SOD PLaCEMENt
• CONCREtE REMOVaL
• yaRD CLEaN-UP/HaULING
• PRESSURE WaSHING

SPECIaLS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING tHE aREa FOR OVER 10 yRS*

lic#128758/Ref

YARD MAKE-OVERS!

landscaping

Terra bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430 or 802-9897

LaNDSCaPING

• Full yard maintenance
• one time clean-up
• sprinkler repair

gardening maintenance
“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

ROOFING

PaINtING

b & T upholstery & Repair

UPHOLStERy 

Furniture
upholstery at 

its finest

1600-B Kitchner Rd., Sacto 95822
916/392-1959 • 916/995-7177

* senior Discounts
www.bandtupholstery.com

FREEDOM
HaNDyMaN SERVICES

HaNDyMaN

no Job Too smAll!
Call Eric

(916) 470-3488

Free up your time from those 
pesky unwanted jobs!

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement!
–Plumbing – Carpentry – electrical
– yard Care – Hauling – sprinklers

Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

exterior coatings/siding

THe PeRFeCT
eXTeRioR WAll sysTem
FoR WooD-siDeD Homes

Call bill (916) 612-1163 CCl # 674691

let us prove it!
Energy Star Rated

POOL SERVICE

PaINtING

LaNDSCaPING

HaNDyMaN

fencingyour ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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Pressure washing! 
gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, 
pressure washing/power spray, hauling, yard 
work,  painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-
up, fence repairs, light tree trimming, & more. 
Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247. specials for 
seniors. Licensed.

Perfec t gift!
Pet Portraits
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

PuPPies for adoPtion
PuPPies for adoPtion
Yorkie terrier Puppies for adoption, shots up 
to date, home trained, super spoiled and AKC 
registered. For further information contact doug-
brad1111@yahoo.com

bookkeePing
#1 BOOKKEEPER
26 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & 
Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. 
Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820.. www.taxirene.info

coMPuters
got coMPuter ProbLeMs?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $35/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area, travel charge will apply. Problem not fixed? 
No pay! Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 
296-7161

handYMan
handYMan serVices
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 
908942. call steven at 230-2114.

Call Melissa at 429-9901 and place your ad today!

 Have pets for sale? or pet 
supplies for sale?

Call valley CoMMunity 
newspapers

for rates 

Call  429-9901

pocket news would like to 
hear from you!

Do you have an interesting 
story to tell? 

unusual hobby, collection or 
job?  Do you have fun/unusual 
photos you would like to share 

with the readers?
Do you know someone who 

deserves recognition for 
volunteering/service?

we want to hear from you.
Mail to: pocket news
2709 riverside Blvd.

sacramento, Ca 95818
or:

susan@valcomnews.com

Advertise in California Kids! 
Family Fun Guide!!!

Serving Greater Sacramento, 

For more information, call Marc
at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

California Kids!

Old Land Park, 1700+ sq ft, 3 
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she would have objected (the 
use of the machine in the 
apartment), but I can imagine 
that I had sandpaper dust on 
all the walls by the time I left 
that apartment.”

Fortunately for Bruner, 
who has only built one mod-
el from a kit in his life, he has 
never again put together an-
other model that took him as 
long to complete as his “Great 
Republic” model.

Teen/adult hobby
Bruner, who at the age of 

about 16 gained all the momen-
tum he needed for his lifelong 
hobby after subscribing to Pop-
ular Science magazine, which 
included directions and dia-
grams for building ship mod-
els, said that he has put togeth-

er ship models of various sizes 
throughout his life.

Within his exhibit are some 
of these ship models of differ-
ent sizes, including the smaller 
models, some of which are par-
tially grouped together in one of 
the sections of the exhibit.

These models include the 
“Harbor Tug,” a replica of an 
85-foot-long tugboat that was 
commonly used prior to World 
War II, the “Sailing Dinghy,” 
a model built with mahoga-
ny, spruce, teak and polar using 
plans from Wooden Boat maga-
zine, and “Defiance,” a replica of 
a boat that was built for Amer-
ica’s Cup sailing race, but was 
never raced, because its archi-
tect was not satisfied with the 
way it sailed.

Other model ships in the ex-
hibit include: “Malek Adhel,” a 
scaled down version of an 80-
foot-long, 125-ton ship that 
was built for Pacific trade in 
1840, “Schooner,” a replica of a 
pleasure craft that Bruner esti-
mates was about 80 feet long, 
“Despatch No. 9,” an 85-foot-
long tugboat that was owned 
by the Standard Oil Co. and 
used for towing barges in the 
San Francisco Bay and a pond 
boat replica that was made with 
three pieces of wood, authentic 
sail cloth and yacht paint.

Presently, Bruner, who built 
a model of the world famous 
“Old Ironsides” wooden-
hulled vessel from about 1938 
to 1942, is working on anoth-
er model, a replica of “Hart-
ford,” which was constructed 
in 1858 and is recognized as 
one the nation’s best known 
battleships, with “Old Iron-
sides” also being among these 
renowned ships.

Novelty models
In addition to ship mod-

els, Bruner, who once owned 
two boats in Rio Vista at dif-
ferent times, has also complet-
ed various other woodworking 
projects, including a miniature 
Wells Fargo and Co. stage-
coach, small, novelty pianos, 
family crests, folding screens, 
signs, picture frames, tool box-
es and clocks.

Another Greenhaven resi-
dent, Kent Link, commented 
about Bruner’s exhibit during 
one of his recent visits to Ma-
rie Callender’s.

“I think his work is fan-
tastic,” Link said. “I don’t see 
how he really does it, frank-
ly. It amazes me every time 
I look at (the ship models). 
I also like the way he has 
(the models) set out there 
in those glass display cases. 
It seems like every time I go 
there, somebody is looking at 
(the exhibit).”

Abe Kahn, owner of the 
Freeport Boulevard Marie 
Callender’s franchise, said 
that he is enjoying the oppor-
tunity to display Bruner’s ship 
models at his restaurant.

“It’s nice that (the ship mod-
els) can be displayed here (at 
Marie Callender’s), so people 
can enjoy them,” Kahn said. “I 
was impressed the first time I 
saw (the models). I hadn’t seen 
anything like them. It’s just fas-
cinating. You got to have a lot 
of time and a lot of patience to 
make (these models). It’s un-
believable. Most people when 
they come to see (the exhib-
it) say, ‘This work belongs in a 
museum.’ I’d like to invite the 
(community) to see the (mod-
els). Come on out and check 
out these (models) and may-
be have a piece of pie or some-
thing to eat.”

For additional informa-
tion regarding this exhibit, call 
(916) 391-4300.

Pocket News photo/Lance Armstrong
The exhibit includes the model, “Malek Adhel,” a scaled down version of an 80-
foot-long, 125-ton ship that was built for Pacific trade in 1840.

Model: Visitors to exhibit amazed by level of detail
Continued from page 13
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For more Calendar enteries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Get in the calendar

Is your club, group, church, school, or organization 
having an upcoming event? Let us know. Send 
information about your event—including date, time, 
location, a brief description, cost (if any), and contact 
information—to Calendar, c/o Valley Community 
Newspapers, 2709 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, 
CA 95818, or e-mail susan@valcomnews.com. 
Deadline is two weeks before publication. Priority 
is given to events that are in the community and/
or of little or no cost. There is no guarantee that 
events submitted will appear in the calendar. To 
ensure placement within the newspaper, please call 
429.9901 to place an advertisement.

auGust

Art show
“Pin-ups”, Sacramento Fine Arts Center, 
through Aug. 14. The “Pin-ups” Show is where 

you will find gems of original artwork in a huge 
selection of unframed work pinned to the Sac-
ramento Fine Arts Center walls. Also showing 
in our second gallery is the “Docents Art Show”. 
Docents of the Sacramento Fine Arts Center 
get to show their stuff at this annual show hon-
oring them. You will find award winning art 
by our talented docents at this all media show. 
5330 B Gibbons Drive, Carmichael, CA 95608 
Gallery Hours, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Tuesdays, 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesdays through Saturday. For 
more info www.SacFineArts.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Dine for Shrine
What it is: Dine for Shrine exists as a fund-
raising campaign for Shriners Hospitals 
for Children in the Sacramento and greater 
Northern California region. The campaign 
invites patrons, benefactors, and philanthro-
pists alike to join in to support and generate 
awareness around the noble services of Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children. Through Aug. 

6. How people can get involved: Simply 
bring in a Dine for Shrine flyer to any of the 
participating restaurants and enjoy a night 
of fine dining while helping Shriners Hos-
pital for Children®. Flyers and a list of par-
ticipating restaurants are available at www.
dineforshrine.com. For more information: 
Call Mike Nguyentat at 916-947-2119, e-
mail fundraising@dineforshrine.com, or vis-
it www.dineforshrine.com

auG. 7
New Christy Minstrels
Concert under the stars. 7:30 p.m. Enjoy 
the sweet, smooth, sing-along harmonies of 
the New Christy Minstrels. Also appearing 
will be Barry McGuire, whose blend of folk 
and gospel have placed him in a unique cat-
egory of singers, and Sacramento’s Chuck 
Cole, whose banjo pickin’ will take you back 
to the ’50s and ’60s. At the Fair Oaks Am-
phitheatre in Old Town Fair Oaks. Admis-
sion $20, gates open at 7 p.m. www.fairoaks-
theatrefestival.com or (916) 966-3683.

auG. 10
Malt Shop Melodies 2
The VoCALs’ musical presentation of “Malt 
Shop Melodies 2” at 11:15 a.m. and 1:15 p.m. 

Seatings at Casa Garden Restaurant, 2760 Sut-
terville Road.  Entrée choices:  BBQ Beef Bris-
ket with Garlic Roasted Potatoes or Grilled 
Chicken and Nectarine Salad; dessert Belgian 
Cream Cake -- $20 per person, including tax 
and gratuity. First-come, first served group res-
ervations by one person, one check.  Reserva-
tions a must – call (916) 452-2809.  Proceeds 
benefit the Sacramento Children’s Home.

auG. 14
Omni Youth Programs Family Fun Fest
Enjoy a free and fun filled day with enter-
tainment, family games, art projects, and 
give aways. Free music, DJ, youth perfor-
mances, and local entertainers. Loads of free 
goodies, booths with art, crafts, food and lo-
cal business and non-profit info. 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Carmichael Park, 5750 Grant Ave., 
Carmichael. (916) 362-2000 ext. 14

auG. 15
St. Mary’s Church 79th annual Festival
Come join the fun August 15, 2010 at St. 
Mary’s Church (1333 58th Street Sac, CA 
95819). Our Annual Festival operates from 
10 a.m.- 8 p.m. and has something for ev-
eryone. Water play & Bounce houses, games 

& prizes for the kids, Bingo for all and 
Great food & drinks. Join us in fellowship 
and fun! All are welcome.

auG. 21
Land Park Neighborhood 
Backyard BBQ Bash
Eskaton Monroe Lodge will celebrate its 
37th anniversary by hosting a neighborhood 
party celebrating the Land Park neighbor-
hood. The event will feature mini-golf put-
put on their newly completed putting green , 
a classic car Show, Vic’s Ice Cream, traditional 
BBQ food hosted by the Dining Room at Es-
katon Monroe Lodge & “Heritage Row” cel-
ebrating the local family owned businesses. 
All welcome. 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 3225 Free-
port Blvd (at the intersection of Freeport & 
College Ave.). Call (916) 441-1015 to enter a 
special raffle. No RSVP necessary.

auG. 22
Harpsichord Recital
Harpsichord Recital is 5 p.m. at All Saints 
Episcopal Church, 2076 Sutterville Rd. 
Fundraiser for Concert Series.  $10 sug-
gested at the door, or $25 in advance to the 
church, reserved seat Patrons.  Info at 916-
455-0643 or www.allsaintssacramento.org.

auG. 28
Kitten adopt-a-thon
It’s “kitten season” — and Happy Tails Pet 
Sanctuary is partnering with Extra Space 
Storage to find loving, permanent homes for 
Sacramento’s homeless kittens. The “Kitten 
adopt-a-thon” runs from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at 
Extra Space Storage, 3000 B St. For more in-
formation, please visit www.happytails.org.

sept. 11
Jensen Garden workdays
Friends of the Jensen Botanical Garden 
hold garden workdays one Saturday of ev-
ery month from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The next 
workday is Saturday, Sept. 11. Bring work 
gloves, hand pruners and your lunch. Come 
join with other volunteers to keep the garden 
beautiful all year.  Next workdays in 2010 are 
10/9, 11/6, 12/4. The Jensen Garden is lo-
cated at 8520 Fair Oaks Blvd. in Carmichael.  
For more info:  Tracy Kerth (916) 485-5322 
ex23 or email tracy@carmichaelpark.com.

OnGOinG

American Legion Dance
The American Legion Dance, Held on the 
first Friday of each month from 7 – 10 p.m. 
at Veterans Memorial Hall at Royer Park in 
Roseville, featuring ballroom, Latin, swing, 
and night club dances with DJ Bob Way-
man. The public is invited and singles are 
welcome. There is a great wood dance floor, 
good parking, no-host bar, soft drinks, and 
snacks. Come dance and make new friends. 
The hall is located at 110 Park Drive. Cost 
$8. Info: (916) 783-7267. Proceeds go to 
support the troops and our veterans.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bariatric Surgery Informational Seminar
Learn all about what bariatric surgery is and 
is not. The seminar is held the first Saturday 
of the month from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m., ex-
cept for July and September when the sem-
inar will be held on the second Saturday of 
the month. The seminar location is Brucev-
ille Terrace (8151 Bruceville Road) in the 
Multipurpose Room. For more information, 
please contact Rondi Crowley at 423.5909.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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or to anonymously re-
port water waste in their 
neighborhood.

New traffic light funded
My request for a new 

traffic signal at the three-
way intersection of  River-
side Boulevard and Park 
Riviera has been funded. 
Expect construction to 
occur in the summer of 
2011.

West Nile virus threat grows
We have seen a significant 

increase of West Nile Virus 
detection in other areas of 
the city and many parts of 
the county. So far, we have 
no notice directly about 
our area; however, the in-
creased activity means it is 
likely impact our commu-
nity as well. Please remem-
ber to drain any standing 
water on your property. 
Visit the Sacramento-Yolo 
Mosquito Vector Control 
website at www.fightthe-
bite.net for tons of useful 
information. Their phone 
number for information, to 
report pools on abandoned 
property and dead birds is 
1-800-429-1022.

Old Sacramento under-
ground tours

Beginning this summer, 
the Historic Old Sacra-

mento Foundation will be 
offering guided tours of 
Sacramento’s underground 
and hollow sidewalks. Be-
cause Sacramento is one of 
only a handful of cities in 
the nation to ever raise its 
streets, this exciting tour 
will offer visitors a unique 
opportunity to explore our 
city’s history from the gold 
rush to the severe 1860s 
flooding to the 1960s re-
development. Tours are 
$15 for adults and $10 for 
youth. Visit www.sachisto-
rymuseum.org for more in-
formation.

New pedestrian island 
on Rush River Drive

I am happy to announce 
the new pedestrian is-

land on Rush River Drive 
where the Pocket Ca-
nal crosses, just west of 
the Promenade Shopping 
Center. This improve-
ment was the result of 
working with several con-
stituents who raised con-
cerns about this location 
and with Jon Fitzpatrick 
with the City’s Depart-
ment of  Transportation. 
We have received lots of 
positive feedback. The 
additional signage and 
pedestrian island should 
encourage more motor-
ists to yield to pedestri-
ans at that location.

Sacramento River Parkway
New signage is on the 

way for the Sacramen-

to River Parkway from 
the confluence of  the 
Sacramento and Amer-
ican Rivers all the way 
to the southern bound-
ary of  the City. The sig-
nage will consist of  two 
components: 1) mileage 
markers and 2) trailhead 
markers. We expect the 
signage to be in place by 
this summer.

Reduce your utility bill
If  you want to lower 

your utility bill, consid-
er down-sizing your gar-
bage can to a smaller size.  
Cans are available in 90, 
60 and 32-gallon sizes.  
Call 311 to get more in-
formation or to order a 
smaller can.  

Disabled can service
The city offers a free ser-

vice for disabled folks or peo-
ple who have difficulty mov-
ing the garbage, recycle and 
green waste cans. The driv-
ers will move the cans to the 
sidewalk and move them back 
again to the proper storage lo-
cation. Call 311 to get infor-
mation on this free service. 
Even if this service does not 
apply to you, think about any 
elderly neighbors who might 
benefit from this courtesy.

Contact Councilmember Waters 
at (916) 808-7338, rwaters@
cityofsacramento.org, www.
cityofsacramento.org/council 
then choose Robbie Waters, or 
at City Hall, 915 I Street, 5th 
Floor; Sacramento, CA 95814.

Waters: New traffic light, pedestrian island, signage
Continued from page 12
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By BENN HODAPP
Pocket News writer
benn@valcomnews.com

In 2005, Vince Xiong was con-
fronted with an alarming sta-
tistic from concerned parents: 
children of  Hmong descent 
were graduating from college 
at a lower rate than they were 
dropping out of  high school. 
Instead of  simply dismissing 
the statistics, Xiong and asso-
ciates set out to f ind out why. 
Five years later, a school is  in 
place that hopes to fl ip those 
statistics around.

Xiong, now the principal of 
the Yav Pem Suab Academy 
charter school in Sacramento, 
detailed some of  the concerns 
raised by parents over the last 
few years. The main barrier to 
learning for the children was 
the long summer break , accord-
ing to Xiong.

“ The kids would spend the 
year learning, then they would 
have almost three months off  at 
home and forget a lot of  what 
they learned,” Xiong said. “ The 
first two and a half  months of 
the following year was spent re-
teaching what they studied the 
year before.”

The initial reasoning for such 
a long break was for farmers who 
needed their children home dur-
ing the summer months to help 

with the harvest. With that tra-
dition all but out the window, 
the school went ahead and made 
a change.

The academy, which opened 
Monday, has remedied the prob-
lem by making schooldays lon-
ger and the summer break short-
er. The children attend classes 
from 8 a .m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday. Kindergarten 
runs from 8 a .m. to 2 p.m. The 
summer break has been short-
ened from three months down 

to one month. In addition to the 
regular curriculum of  English, 
math, science and social studies, 
students will take part in a class 
called Hmong language develop-
ment.

The school  has  a  large Hmong 
enrol lment , and the goal  i s 
to  make al l  chi ldren, not  just 
Hmong, competent  in speak-
ing, reading and writ ing the 
language. The Hmong commu-
nity, which was largely  skepti-
cal  that  such a  program would 

actual ly  be instal led , has  been 
cal l ing up the school  to ask 
about enrol lment to the point 
that  some grades are  f i l led to 
capacity. 

“We have a year one capacity of 
300 students,” Xiong said. “Next 
year we will have a capacity of 360 
and our goal is to have 420 stu-
dents in year three.”

The Hmong language is  es-
pecial ly diff icult to learn for 

Faces and Places: Yav Pem Suab Academy opens in the Pocket

Hmong students, teachers and principal pursue path of excellence

Pocket News photo/Danny Kam
Class sizes are 20 students to one teacher. Students in every grade will follow a specialized curriculum that will include field trips and unit studies with the 
intent to increase learning retention.

See Academy, page 27
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people who have never heard 
nor spoken the language, said 
Xiong.

“ It ’s  diff icult to learn be-
cause it  is  a tonal language,” he 
said . “ There are eight different 
tones that they need to learn 
and l isten for.” Because it  is  a 
tonal language, saying the cor-
rect sounds in a different tone 
can mean something entirely 
different.

Another way in which the 
school plans to make learn-
ing easier for its students is  by 
letting them touch, taste, hear, 
smell  and see what they are go-
ing to be learning about in the 
form of  frequent f ield trips.

“ Most of  the Hmong students are 
descendants of  Laos and Thailand,” 
Xiong said . “ They can learn in their 
vocabulary books how to say apple, but 
in Laos there is  no such thing as an ap-
ple. They don’t  know what it  is , what 
it  tastes l ike, what it  smells l ike.”

To remedy this situation, the kinder-
garten class wil l  take a trip to Apple 
Hill  this year prior to their unit on 
plants. They wil l  also visit  a number 
of  flower farms. When they start their 
unit on ‘my community,’ the class wil l 
travel  to the local  l ibrary, a f ire station 
and a police station. 

All  grade levels wil l  take part in f ield 
trips of  their own. First graders wil l 
travel  to the train museum and the Sac-
ramento Zoo; second graders wil l  v is-
it  places with butterfl ies and wil l  dig 
for fossi ls  at another site; third grade 
wil l  v isit  a strawberry farm in Vacav-
i l le, the Exploratorium in San Fran-
cisco and the ocean in Bodega Bay ; 

fourth grade plans to go on airplane 
rides to Lake Tahoe, Indian reserva-
tions and the Monterey Bay Aquari-
um; Xiong didn’t  have the f ifth grade 
trip schedule at hand during the inter-
view, but the sixth graders wil l  v isit 
the UC Davis agricultural department 
and the Rosicrucian Egyptian Muse-
um in San Jose.

With the longer  schooldays , short-
er  summer, language development 
and hands- on f ie ld trips , the school 
i s  looking to make sure the informa-
tion g iven to students  i s  easy to re -
tain. And if  early  trends are  any in-
dication, f i l l ing up to 420 students 
in year  three should be no problem 
at  a l l .

The Yav Pem Suab Academy is locat-
ed at 7555 South Land Park Drive at 
Lisbon Elementary School. The school 
is  free of  charge and those wanting 
more information about enrollment 
can cal l  the school at (916) 433-5057.

Pocket News photos/Danny Kam
Kindergartener William Vang pays close attention to his teacher, Chue Lo, at the Yav Pem Suab Academy. Students at the 
charter school will study the Hmong language, in addition to their studies in English, math, science and social studies.

Academy: Longer school days, shorter summer
Continued from page 26

All are welcome. As a public charter school, the Yav Pem Suab Academy 
is open to all students – not only Hmong children.




