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Broadway 
comes to 
Janey Way

By MARTY RELLES
Pocket News Columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

One summer on Janey Way in the hot  days of 
August , boredom hung over  the neighborhood 
l ike a  cloud . The younger members  of  the Janey 
Way gang needed something interesting to do. 
Mary Puccetti  had an idea . “ Let ’s  stage a  show 
l ike they do on Broadway,” she said . Her bud-
dies , Diane Viani , Bernadette  Tomassetti  and 
Tom Harte, agreed and volunteered to perform. 
Her big  brother R andy agreed to work back-
stage, and Lou Viani , one of  the older  boys , said 
he would direct  the production. They were off 
and running.

Within days , R andy Puccetti  began putting a 
set  together  – nothing complicated , just  ban-
ners  and smal l  props. The performers  practiced 
their  songs , including old standards l ike  “ Yan-
kee Doodle  Dandy” and “God Bless  America .” 
Louie, acting l ike George M. Cohan himself , 
paced the yard and hol lered out  directions to 
the cast . Slowly, but  surely, the production came 
together. In the meantime, the kids  hand del iv -
ered inv itations to every house in the neigh-
borhood . Soon the show would take place. But 
would anyone come?

On the day of  the show, R andy hurried around 
his  backyard making f inal  preparations. The per-
formers , Mary, Bernadette, Tom and the others , 
ran through a  f inal  rehearsal  of  the show. Vol-
unteers  stood at  the gate  to the yard wait ing to 
col lect  the 25- cent  admission fee  and seat  peo-
ple. The neighbors  began to arrive  about one 
half  hour before the show began. First  one or 
two, then more, then the whole  neighborhood 
showed up. The kids  were dumbfounded and a 
l i ttle  scared . They did not  expect  this  big  of  a 
crowd .

“Oh my God , it ’s  t ime to begin.”
Lou made the cal l  of  “ Let  the show begin,” and 

the cast  came marching out  in their  patriotic 
costumes blaring out  “God Bless  America .” One 
by one, the cast  performed each number per-
fectly. The neighbors  cheered louder after  each 
new song. To end the production, the cast  per-
formed a  rol l icking f inale, a lmost  as  good as 
one of  those Busby Berkeley show tunes . The 
cast  received a  standing ovation from the peo-
ple  of  Janey Way. The show was an unqual i f ied 
success .

The kids  learned something in the process: 
There are  no l imits , only those that  we place on 
ourselves . They had set  out  to do a  successful 
Broadway-style  production and they succeeded 
beyond their  wi ldest  dreams. Another inspira-
tional  Janey Way memory.

J a n e y  Wa y  M e m o r i e s

Army Pfc. Mark A. Bray has 
graduated from basic combat 
training at Fort Jackson, Co-
lumbia, S.C.

During the nine weeks of 
training, the soldier studied the 
Army mission, history, tradi-
tion and core values, physical 
fitness, and received instruction 
and practice in basic combat 
skills, military weapons, chem-
ical warfare and bayonet train-
ing, drill and ceremony, march-
ing, rifle marksmanship, armed 
and unarmed combat, map 
reading, field tactics, military 
courtesy, military justice sys-
tem, basic first aid, foot march-
es, and field training exercises.

He is the son of Gary and 
Terri Bray of Whitney Ave., 
Carmichael, Calif.

Bray is a 2005 graduate of 
Rio Americano High School, 
Sacramento, Calif.

Army Pvt. Stephen M. Bunch 
has graduated from Basic Com-
bat Training at Fort Sill, Law-
ton, Okla.

During the nine weeks of 
training, the soldier studied the 
Army mission and received in-
struction and training exercises 
in drill and ceremonies, Army 
history, core values and tradi-
tions, military courtesy, military 
justice, physical fitness, first aid, 
rifle marksmanship, weapons 
use, map reading and land nav-
igation, foot marches, armed 

and unarmed combat, and field 
maneuvers and tactics.

He is the son of Steve Don-
nenwirth of Carmichael, Calif.

Bunch is a 2004 graduate of 
El Camino High School, Sac-
ramento, Calif.

David J. Heaphy has entered 
Basic Cadet Training at the 
U.S. Air Force Academy, Colo-
rado Springs, Colo., in prepara-
tion to enter the first academic 
year at the academy. The six-
week, two-phased orientation 
program must be successfully 

completed by the cadets prior 
to entering their freshman year. 
The training prepares men and 
women to meet the rigorous 
mental and physical challenges 
experienced by new cadets.

Phase one involves personal 
in-processing, orientation, and 
training in the fundamentals 
of being a cadet. Cadet train-
ees are prepared to adjust from 
civilian to military life and dis-
ciplines, and learn proper wear 
of the uniform, saluting poli-

Military Announcements

See Military, page 27
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is the first 
of a two-part series about the 
Riverside area’s historic Sutter 
School.

Many people who pass 
by the old Spanish mis-
sion-style building at 4605 
Karbet Way in the River-
side area admire the histor-
ic structure, which is home 
to Cabrillo Civic Club #5. 
But only a small number of 
these people know what was 
located in the building pri-
or to the arrival of this Por-
tuguese-American club.

Much of the reason for 
this lack of knowledge is 
the fact that it has been 
more than a half-century 
since any commuter pass-
ing by the building has seen 
anything other than the lo-
cal Cabrillo Club.

It was in 1954 that the 
building, which had been 
left vacant, became home to 
the local organization.

Several of the people who 
are most familiar with the 
history of the building pri-
or to the arrival of the Ca-
brillo Club were contacted 
and interviewed last week.

These people were: Rose 
(Ishimoto) Takata, Alice 
(Da Rosa) Powell, Elvi-
ra (Da Rosa) Jacobs, Doris 
(Lopes) Yager and Dolores 
(Silva) Greenslate.

Jacobs, who now re-
sides in Dixon, said that 
she spent many days at 

this site attending Sutter 
School, which was located 
in the building from 1915 
to 1952.

“ I went to Sutter 
School (in the building 
where the Cabril lo Club 
is now located along the 
route of  the old River-
side Road, about a half-
mile south of  Suttervil le 
Road),” Jacobs said . “ I ’m 
88 years old and I was 
a student there when I 
was six , seven and eight 
years old . What I re-
member was that on Riv-

erside Road, there were 
a lot of  Japanese farm-
ers, so there were a lot of 
Japanese children in the 
school.”

Takata, who also attend-
ed Sutter School, said that 
many of the school’s former 
students who are around 
to tell the story of Sutter 
School today are in their 
80s and do not remember 
as many details about the 
school as they used to re-
call.

Nonetheless, Takata, who 
was one of the six children 

of Sehei and Chiyo Ishimo-
to, was very helpful when it 
came to sharing informa-
tion about the school such 
as details regarding the 
heavy Japanese presence in 
the school.

“(At times), the school 
was almost 90 percent Jap-
anese, maybe 80 or 85 (per-
cent),” said Takata, who 
named Yaeko Muramo-
to, Ruth Imoto and Con-
stance Satmalo as a few 
of her former classmates. 
“And most of the Japa-
nese (children) who went 
to Sutter School went to 
the Japanese school after-
wards. It was only about 
(a block) away, but there 
were no blocks of course, 
but it was just down the 

road (where Weber Way is 
located today). There was 
the Machados’ (ranch), 
then there was an emp-
ty lot, but it was (close 
to Sutter School). I don’t 
think there was a Japa-
nese (student from Sut-
ter School) who didn’t go 
to the Japanese school. So, 
we all went and we spent 
about an hour there. They 
taught us how to read and 
write and they taught us 
culture, too. Our parents 
wanted us to preserve our 
culture. The ( Japanese 
school) did stress culture 
a lot.”

Jacobs, who also attend-
ed the school, said that when 

Old Sutter School building stands as a monument to the past

Pocket News photo/Lance Armstrong
Sutter School was located in this Riverside area Spanish mission-style structure, which has been home to Cabrillo Civic Club #5 since 1954.

See School, page 7
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thinking back about her Jap-
anese classmates, she re-
calls a unique year at Sutter 
School.

“I was the only Cauca-
sian and the only girl in my 
eighth grade class,” Jacobs 
said. “The other kids were 
Japanese.”

Greenslate, a historian of 
the Riverside-Pocket area 
and a former student at 
the school, said that Sutter 
School students who were 
not Japanese were Portu-
guese, except in very rare 
cases.

One such exception was 
an Italian girl, named Hil-
da Barsanti, who was in the 
same class as Yager.

Yager, 90, who was the 
only child of  Manuel and 
Gloria Lopes, said that 
she has very fond mem-
ories of  attending the 
school.

“I enjoyed going there 
(to Sutter School), but I 
didn’t know any better,” 
Yager said. “ I was a little 
country girl. But no, I re-
ally did enjoy going there, 
because I had no one to 
play with and when I got 
there, I did have peo-
ple to play with and walk 
with and talk to and all of 
that. So, I enjoyed it tre-
mendously being an only 

child. It was nice to be out 
amongst my peers and not 
with older people.”

In addition to having new 
friends to play with, Yager 
said that she also enjoyed a 
piece of playground equip-
ment that was located be-
hind the school.

“ They had this ride that 
was called the ‘Ocean Ride’ 
or something like that,” 
Yager said. “ It was sort of 
like a merry-go-round, but 
you didn’t sit, you stood. 
It was round. The thing 
that really stands out in 
my mind is I don’t ever re-
member seeing anything 
like that. You would stand 
and there was something 
where you would hold on 
with your foot and kind of 
make it move around. I re-
member I loved getting on 
that thing.”

Takata, who was raised 
on a chicken farm near 
Sutter School, said that 
she also remembers the 
same piece of playground 
apparatus, which was built 
around the trunk of a large 
tree.

“(Yager) is right, but I 
can’t remember the full 
name (of the ride),” Taka-
ta said. “It kind of went up 
and down like an ocean, like 
the sea.”

Photos courtesy of PHCS

(above) Students of Sutter School 
gather for this 1921 photograph with 
their teacher, Miss Blackwell (third 
row, third from left), and Gertrude 
Campbell, principal/teacher (left of 
Blackwell).

(keft) The old Sutter School is shown 
in its abandoned state in this 1953 
photograph.

School: Former students reminisce about attending the school
Continued from page 6
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By SUSAN LAIRD
Pocket News editor
susan@valcomnews.com

Alumni from the winter and summer classes 
of 1940 at Lincoln Junior High School in Sac-
ramento are sought by the reunion committee so 
the group can celebrate their 70th reunion.

Some 60 graduates attended the school, ac-
cording to Herbert Yee, president of the Class 
of 1940.

“This might be our last reunion,” he said. “There 
are fewer and fewer of us left.”

Classmates, spouses and family members are 
encouraged to attend the festivities, which will be 
held on Sept. 18. Lunch will be served at the Ma-
cau Café in Land Park.

“We are charging only $10 for expenses 
only,” Yee explained. “The lunch will be paid 
from funds left over from previous reunions.”

There will be time to share memories of 
“Miss Hopley, the school principal for grades 
one through six, and of Dr. Arthur Poster, who 
was our principal for the higher grades,” Yee 
said. “For gym, we had Bert Schappell. He was 
my basketball coach. The Japanese and the Chi-
nese students had their own teams then.”

Reservations should be sent to the Lin-
coln Junior High School Reunion Commit-
tee, 1301 Normandy Lane, Sacramento, CA 
95822.

The Macau Café is located at 4406 Del Rio 
Road in Sacramento. 

Photo courtesy of Herbert Yee
Do you know anyone from the Lincoln Junior High School Class of 1940? If you do, 
the class reunion committee wants alumni to contact them. Herbert Yee, seated, Frank 
Wong, standing, and the other members of the reunion committee are planning the 
group’s 70th anniversary reunion, which will be held on Sept. 18 in Sacramento.

Alumni of Lincoln Junior High School sought for 70th reunion
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By ELIZABETH VALENTE
Pocket News writer

It has been 16 years in the 
works, and now the Robbie 
Waters Pocket-Greenhaven 
Library at 7335 Gloria Drive is 
finally holding it’s grand-open-
ing on Saturday, Aug. 28.

“It’s been a long time com-
ing,” said Kathi Windheim, 
Friends of the Library fund-
raiser and advocate. “This proj-
ect is a combination of a whole 
lot of dreams from a wide spec-
trum of the community.”

The $15 million library 
will become the 28th library 
branch in Sacramento. The 
charge began with Council-
man Waters in 1994.

“During my first campaign 
for city council I pushed for 
two things, more law enforce-
ment and a library,” Waters said. 
“I am happy to finally see the li-
brary come to completion.”

The need for a public library 
in the Pocket-Greenhaven area 
has never been greater especial-
ly now with the recession.

“We’re seeing a huge need of 
library usage,” said Rivkah Sass, 
library director, Sacramento 
Public Library. “The public li-
brary is the place where peo-
ple looking for jobs can come 
and use the technology, look 
up jobs, read the latest publi-
cations about the job field, and 
use the library resources.” 

Along with serving the whole 
community, the Robbie Waters 
Pocket-Greenhaven Library is 
also a school library to School 
of Engineering and Sciences. 
The $33.7 million ‘shared con-
struction’ project marked the 
beginning of the newest small 
middle/high school campus 
(which opened in January 2010 
for the winter term). It also in-
cluded the adjoining shared li-
brary facility and expanded 
park and play fields at Sojourn-
er Truth Park.

The unique joint-use facility 
partnership benefits both dis-
trict students and residents of 
the Pocket area. It would have 
been far more costly for the 
school to go at it alone. Part-
nering with the City of Sacra-
mento Pocket-Greenhaven Li-
brary and City of Sacramento 
Department of Parks and Rec-
reation allowed the school ac-
cess to blocked grant money.

“The involvement and the 
partnership of how connected 
the library, city and our school 

are working together, it does 
not exist anywhere else in the 
city,” said Windheim. “Every-
thing is talked about open-
ly with the community: from 
different types of paint, mold-
ing, to the city using the mul-
tipurpose rooms at the Pock-
et Library. This is a model of 
collaboration.”

The only thing that was not 
collaborated during the proj-
ect was the official name of the 
library. Some believe the com-
munity was short-changed on 
a meeting when it came time 
to decide on a name. But 
Windheim believes that in 
the end, the result would have 
been the same.

“Sure, some people were up-
set because the city did not go 
through the same procedure 
like all the other meetings 
we’ve attended,” she said. “But 
overall, we are happy that the 
library is named after a man 
who helped raise money and 

was very diligent on the proj-
ect. Councilman Waters did 
an extraordinary job.”

“To have it named after my-
self is something else,” Waters 
said. “Along with my marriage 
and three children, this is the 
most humbling thing that has 
happened to me.”

The groundbreaking for 
the library construction was 
held in May 2008 at Sojourn-
er Truth Park. Two years and 
three months later, the 15,387 
square-foot Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) approved li-
brary branch will finally open 
its doors.

Showcased inside are 50 
public access computers, 
a collection of more than 
67,000 books, magazines, 
CDs, DVDs, two group 
study rooms, a teen room, a 
study room, and a preschool-
er ready-to-read room. It will 
also have a 100-seating capac-

ity community meeting room, 
complete with a projector, re-
tractable screen, an assistive 
listening system and a kitch-
enette.

The meeting room is some-
thing Councilman Waters 
said the community is in need 
of desperately.

“Usually we hold our meet-
ings in school gyms, or busi-
ness conference rooms,” he 
said. “Now we can have it 
right here at the library, as it’s 
always been intended.”

Along with donations, 
grants and City funding, the 
Friends of the Library was in-
strumental in raising money 
for the library. From the April 
book sales and the yearly 
“Novel Idea” dinners, to bake 
sales and selling engraved 
bricks, the community orga-
nization group raised mon-
ey to purchase new books and 
materials, mentor programs 
for children and seniors, and 

support the City’s litera-
cy program. The committee 
also credits the strong pos-
itive backing from Council-
man Waters, Former Mayor 
Heather Fargo, and Assem-
bly member Jones and Sen-
ate President pro Tem Dar-
rell Steinberg.

“Their dedication and per-
sistence really shows the com-
mitment to community,” Sass 
said. “Everyone who assisted 
in the fundraising of the li-
brary is a testament to people 
truly caring about our com-
munity.”

The Aug. 28 grand open-
ing celebration of the Robbie 
Waters Pocket-Greenhaven 
Library will begin at 10 a.m. 
starting with formal remarks 
and the ribbon-cutting cere-
mony. Music, a magic show, 
balloon artistry, face painting, 
costumed literary characters 
and refreshments will be fea-
tured until 2 p.m.

Pocket-Greenhaven community prepares for library opening
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By STEVE DEBENEDETTI-EMANUEL
Pocket News columnist
steve@rivercitycounseling.com

In my last article, I wrote to 
parents about how they can 
cope with the feelings that 
arise when their child leaves 
for college. In this article, I’m 
going to focus on how parents 

can help their younger teens 
cope when their siblings leave 
for college.

Several years ago, I coun-
seled “John,” a junior in high 
school. His parents brought 
him in because he’d left drugs 
on his bathroom counter and 
was generally dishonest. They 

were confused because he’d 
been a “perfect child” until a 
few weeks before.

Almost immediately, he be-
came tearful and told me that 
his older brother “Dan” had 
just left for college. He’d been 
blindsided by all sorts of dif-
ficult feelings and made poor 
choices trying to cope. Part 
of what was difficult was that 
his parents seemed so caught 
up in their own feelings that 
they didn’t seem to notice that 
he was also struggling.

In fairness to his parents, 
John didn’t hang a banner 
over the front door telling 
them that he was struggling. 
Instead, the opposite seemed 
true. By the time Dan’s flight 
touched down, John had com-
mandeered his brother’s bed-
room and celebrated by hav-
ing friends over for an Xbox 
marathon. However, under-
neath the bravado was a sad 
teen. Had his parents antic-
ipated this, they could have 
done some things prior to 
Dan’s departure.

The effects of upcoming 
transition can be minimized 
if teens spend quality time to-
gether. Instead of encourag-
ing this, they’d allowed Dan 
to work all summer and stay 
most nights at friends’ houses. 
Had they been aware of how 
much John would miss his 
brother, they could have en-
couraged the two of them to 
hang out more frequently.

Before departure day, it’s im-
portant to talk with your young-

er child about what changes to 
expect and what issues could 
arise. As the new “oldest child,” 
it’s reasonable to expect him/
her to be more responsible and 
take over some of your col-
lege-bound teen’s responsibili-
ties. At the same time, it’s also 
reasonable to increase privileg-
es. Had this honest dialogue 
occurred, it’s likely that John 
and his parents would have be-
gun the transition being on the 
same page and had an easier 
time adjusting.

When it’s time for your teen 
to head to college, it’s helpful 
for the entire family to “drop 
him/her off.” As John’s par-
ents weren’t aware of how he 
was feeling, Dan’s father took 
him to school, while John 
and his mother stayed home. 
Had they gone together, John 
would have been able to see 
where Dan was living and tour 
the campus. This could have 
left him feeling more involved 
in Dan’s experience and helped 
them stay more connected.

Once home, recognize that 
your younger teen is going to 
have strong feelings. Be un-
derstanding of what he/she is 
experiencing, while remind-
ing him/her that certain be-
haviors are unacceptable. 
When John’s parents realized 
this, they were more under-
standing about the choices he 
had made, while at the same 
time giving him appropriate 
consequences. Although John 
wasn’t happy, his behavior im-
proved.

Furthermore, encouraged 
your younger child to contact 
his/her older sibling regular-
ly. When they did this, John 
reacted by getting annoyed, as 
he didn’t want to appear vul-
nerable by admitting that he 
missed his brother. However, 
when he started texting Dan 
frequently and keeping in-
touch on Facebook, John ad-
mitted to feeling better and 
being more of a part of what 
Dan was experiencing.

Although you may face some 
resistance, also encourage your 
older teen to come home reg-
ularly. Doing so will help keep 
the family connected (and 
maybe help with some home-
sickness.) Although he wasn’t 
always happy to miss socializ-
ing with his friends, Dan came 
home four times during his 
freshman year, which seemed 
to help everybody.

When teens leave for col-
lege, families are forced to ad-
just, and difficulties are chal-
lenging to avoid. Just as you 
are likely to be struggling, 
keep in mind that your young-
er teen will also be having 
strong feelings. By remaining 
aware of this and taking steps, 
both prior to and after depar-
ture day, some of your young-
er teen’s struggles should be 
minimized.

In my next article in this se-
ries, I’m going focus on what 
parents can do to help fam-
ilies adjust when their teens 
stay at home, rather than leav-
ing for college.

You & Your Teen

Helping younger teens to cope when siblings leave for college
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By SALLY KING
Pocket News writer

Speaker, a lean yellow Labra-
dor, was lying quietly on his bed 
in the living room of Fire Sta-
tion 12 in south Sacramento 
on a hot afternoon. The expres-
sion on his young face seemed 
relaxed, as if to say things are 
in order.

Speaker came to the fire de-
partment from the Search Dog 
Foundation as a trained and 
certified search and rescue dog. 
His owner and trainer, Tim 
Robertson, a fireman for the 
Sacramento Metropolitan Fire 
District, has been working with 
Trainer since December, 2007.

“Speaker knows what I’m 
thinking and I know what 
Speaker is thinking,” Robert-
son said. “We communicate 
through body language.”

Wilma Melville, a retired 
schoolteacher from New Jersey, 
started the Search and Rescue 
foundation. She saw firsthand 
the devastation of the Oklaho-
ma City bombing in 1985 and 
saw rescue dogs in action, bark-
ing loudly wherever a live body 
was buried in the ruble.

Melville saw how much time 
this saved firefighters from hav-
ing to search for people and 
saw there were too few certified 
search dog/handler teams.

The Search Dog Founda-
tions Mission states:

“Our mission is to strength-
en disaster response in Amer-
ica by recruiting rescued dogs 
and partnering them with fire-
fighters and other first re-

sponders to find people buried 
alive in the wreckage of disas-
ters. We offer the professionally 
trained canines and an ongoing 
training program at no cost to 
fire departments. And we en-
sure lifetime care for every dog 
in our program: once rescued, 
these dogs never need to be res-
cued again”

Speaker’s original owner 
took him a little early from his 
mother. They could not control 
him and at eight months old, 
during a visit with the vet, they 
gave him up to the search and 
rescue team to be trained.

Robertson said the dogs used 
for training are checked at one 
year of age for any future prob-
lems with hips, elbows, eyes and 
ears. If the dog checks out OK, 
they continue with training.

“It’s imperative the dogs re-
main healthy,” Robertson said. 
“Because it costs approximate-
ly $20,000 to train these dogs, 
with most of the costs going to-
ward the training.”

Pluis and Kate Davern, own-
ers of Sundowners Kennels in 
Gilroy, Calif., trained Speaker 
before he came to Sacramento.

The dogs and their trainers 
have what Robertson calls a 
“tune up” periodically. The tune 
up makes sure the handler is 
doing things correctly. It is im-
portant that the handler uses 
the correct inflections with his 
or her voice. Also, there is a cor-
rect way to walk with the dog. 
During the training session, the 
handler has to be able to auto-
matically tell the dog to begin 

the task of rescuing people un-
der stressful situations.

“Everyone knows the weak-
est link is the handler,” Robert-
son said.

Robertson said he grew up 
with a yellow lab that looked a 
lot like Speaker. The dog makes 
the stressful life of a firefighter 
easier to deal with for his part-
ner and the other fire fighters.

“After a bad call, coming back 
to the station and just seeing 
Speaker wag his tail makes ev-
erything easier to deal with,” 
Robertson said. “Speaker feels 
the changes in body language 
and will try to make the fire-
men happy.”

Robertson works with 
Speaker twice a week. Sites are 
set up that simulate a rescue 
environment. Speaker is often 
in training at 4 p.m. – the hot-
test part of the day – to make 
sure he is fit enough to work in 
excessive heat.

Speaker has been trained to 
find people within 30 seconds. 
Search dogs are trained to 
start barking where there is the 
highest concentration of “live 
human” scent until the train-
er shows up. The dogs are in-
troduced to dead animals and 
cadavers to teach them not to 
confuse live people with those 
already dead. A search dog’s 
purpose is to find live people.

The firemen and -women 
who handle these dogs have to 
be on-call most of the time and 
they have set up a system where 
there is always someone avail-
able. 

In a “Type 1” deployment, 
explained Robertson, some 82 
people are involved and it takes 
time to prepare to get to the 
destination point. Robertson 

and Speaker have two hours to 
prepare for deployment. With-
in the two hour time frame, 

Know your neighbor

Human and canine search and rescue team a part of Sac Metro Fire

Pocket News photo/Sally King
Their mission is to seek out and find humans in crisis. Speaker and his human, 
Fireman Tim Robertson, are a unique search-and-rescue team who are trained to 
find people who may be buried alive in a natural disaster – or a man-made one.

See Rescue, page 21
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needed improvement in the 
local economy, Johnson sees 
a number of things lacking in 
Sacramento’s current state.

“I want to create a strong 
downtown core,” he said. “I 
look down J, K and L streets 
and it’s embarrassing.”

The area leaves a lot to be 
desired both aesthetically and 
economically, according to 
Johnson. He said that in or-
der to improve the downtown 
area, Sacramento needs to be 
able to lure big business. He 
proposed that the way to draw 
more people to Sacramento is 
to improve local schools.

Kevin Johnson speaks to local business leaders 
on the economy, needed improvements

Pocket News photos/Stephen Crowley
Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson spoke to area business leaders at Cook Realty and the Rotary Club of 
East Sacramento last week. The overall theme of both meetings was: Sacramento can do better.

See Johnson, page 21

By BENN HODAPP
Pocket News writer
benn@valcomnews.com

Sacramento Mayor Kev-
in Johnson visited East Sac-
ramento’s Cook Realty and 
the Rotary Club of East Sac-
ramento last week to address 
any questions that the citi-
zens had on their minds. At 
the meetings he fielded ques-
tions about tourism, Sacra-

mento’s lackluster downtown 
and the arena proposal among 
others. The overall theme of 
both meetings was one of im-
provement.

On the morning of Tues-
day, Aug. 10, he addressed 
the workers at Cook Realty. 
Johnson told the realtors to 
have faith that the uptick in 
the housing market is coming. 
But in order to get that much 

Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson signs a children’s book that will be donated to a local branch library 
in his name by the Rotary Club of East Sacramento. Rotary Club President George Gomes looks on.

Johnson spoke glowingly of 
the improvements in his child-
hood neighborhood of Oak 
Park, using it as an example 
of an area that has improved 
its school system. At the Ro-
tary Club meeting on Thurs-
day, he said that this Novem-
ber’s school board elections 
can play a vital role in chang-
ing the school situation.

“If we can get the right peo-
ple (on the school board), we 
can change everything,” he 
said.

According to Johnson, Sac-
ramento will never shed its 
“cow town” label until these 

things are fixed. He wants 
Sacramento to become a “des-
tination city” rather than just 
the halfway point between 
San Francisco and Lake Ta-
hoe.

“Other major cities are 5-10 
years ahead of us right now,” 
he said. “Sure, we have a good 
quality of life and there are a 
lot of trees and all that, but we 
are capable of so much more.”

He pointed to Downtown 
Plaza being “40 percent va-
cant” and that there are holes 
in the ground with nothing 
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BUILT IN POOL
Desirable location. Beautiful grounds, tile countertops 
in kitchen with extra butcher block counter, Jack & 
Jill bath upstairs with two separate sinks, large indoor 
laundry area. Many built-in cabinets in garage. Won-
derful Pool. Close to transportation & shopping. Don't 
Miss It!!  See www.805crestwaterln.epropertysites.
com  $169,000

KAREN SANDSTROM 803-0530

RIVERLAKE HALF PLEX
Sparkling half plex home in private gated 
Bridgeview in Riverlake. Lake access w/pic-
nic tables & boat dock. 3 master suites. One 
bed & full bath downstairs.  New carpet & 
fresh interior paint. Newer tile type roof. See 
www.7724BellBridgeWay.com $299,000
CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

4215 Freeport Blvd.
454-5753

PARK PLACE SOUTH
One Story 2Bd 2Ba Half plex Home in Park Place South. 
Great room with fireplace. 3 solar tube sky lights, 3 ceiling 
fans, covered patio, 2 orange trees, 1 mandarin orange 
tree. Homeowner's Association dues of $150 per month 
cover the roof, exterior paint, front lawn maintenance, 
and tennis courts.   See  www.1208RoseTreeWay.com 
$199,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

Visit Our Web Site: www.dunniganrealtors.com

THE ISLANDS AT RIVERLAKE
Practically new home built in 2008. Over $30K in upgrades 
including surround sound, entry way marble, custom trimmed 
windows, GE Profile appliances in kitchen w/gas cook top. 
Upgraded bathrooms and cabinets throughout. Built-in office 
space upstairs. HOA includes access to lake & Lake House. 
See www.8062LindaIsleLn.isnowforsale.com   $369,000

LEIGH RUTLEDGE 612-6911
BILL HAMBRICK 600-6528

CUSTOM HALFPLEX
Custom Half Plex in Riverlake Dutra Bends upscale neigh-
borhood. Walking distance to the Sacramento River, walk/jog 
walkway, Marriott Park, Garcia Bend Park & boat launch. 
Plantation shutters, gas log fireplace. Hardwood floors in 
kit & breakfast area. 1 bedroom & full bath downstairs. 
Newer tile type roof. Inviting pool & spa in backyard. See 
www.7706RioBarcoWay.com $299,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

GREAT VALUE
Great opportunity for a wonderful home within the Didion 
School boundaries. This spacious 3Bedroom has a down-
stairs bedroom and bath, soaring living room ceilings and 
separate upstairs master suite and laundry area. Generous 
side yard may be large enough to park a boat or small RV. 
Don't miss your chance to see this GREAT VALUE! See 
www.6950northshoreway.canbyours.com $239,500

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

4 CAR TANDEM GARAGE
Amazing 5 bedroom,3 bath on a beautiful cul-de-sac 
in Riverlake. Huge 4 car tandem gar. Built in 2002. 
Spectacular curb appeal. Large kitchen overlooking 
spacious FR. Gorgeous spiraling staircase, fabulous 
granite in kit, fireplaces in master &FR. Master 
w/balcony, huge walk in closet & jetted roman tub.   
$712,000

MONA GERGEN

GREENHAVEN BEAUTY
Immaculate, Spacious, Single Story Home in Lovely 
Location. Custom home with updated kitchen & baths, 
beautiful yards, newer central heat & air, fresh interior & 
exterior paint. Wonderful curb appeal - This home shows 
like a model. See www.924GreenstarWay.epropertysites.
com $345,000

NANCY WEGGE 600-5458
LISA MARTIS 612-7548

BACKS TO SACRAMENTO RIVER
Quality Harris built home in quiet, highly desired 
location. 4 bed single story w/ remote bedroom. 
Dual pane windows, large peaceful private yard. Sale 
includes two parcels (.47acres for both parcels). Some 
neighbors built boat docks within the last few yrs on 
the levy parcel. Rare opportunity to own on the river.  
See www.715ClipperWay.com $299,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

SINGLE STORY
Pr ide  o f  ownersh ip .   3  bedroom,  2  Ba th , 
s ingle  s tory  wi th  family  room.  Roof  6yrs 
n ew,  C H & A  6 y r s  n ew.   F u l l  g r a n i t e  i n 
k i t c h e n  &  b a t h r o o m s .   N o  c a r p e t i n g . . . . 
beautiful18 inch t i le f loors throughout.  See 
w w w. 7 5 1 8 i s l a n d w a y. e p r o p e r t y s i t e s . c o m 
$233,500

JOHN WONG 531-7150
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Do you have a story? 
Tell it to us. 
Call Susan Laird at 916-429-9901
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your local 
of Realtors 
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7679 El Rito Way
You must see the interior of this 
home. Beautifully updated w/one 
of the nicest kitchens you will see! 
Granite counter, decorator cabinets, 
raised dining bar, blt in butlers pan-
try w/glass doors, loads of storage.  
$379,000
SuSiE K. PaRKER • 421-3546

751 Bell Russell Way • $533,000
Meena chan lee • 837-9104

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

1016 coBBle shoRes DRive, $1,475,000
susie K. PaRKeR • 768-8494

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ low introductory cost
★ start anytime
★ live classes

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthly cash Flow
★ tenant screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907

713 CECilyn Way
2 Bedroom 2 bath home nestled in 
the Pocket area close to shopping, 
freeway and schools. Exterior in 
good shape with newer roof. Inside 
ver y roomy over 1200 sq feet, 
vaulted ceilings, brick fireplace, 
decent size backyard. $174,000
MEEna Chan lEE • 837-9104

“…For Fine older homes and 
quality newer homes”

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

904 CobblEShoRES dRivE
Not a Short Sale or REO! Great plan 
with separate family room, open to 
kitchen and well laid out for access 
to yard and built-in barbecue. Mas-
ter bedroom with sitting area. Mas-
ter bath has double sink, tub and 
separate shower. $329,000
SuSiE K. PaRKER • 421-3546

849 ShEllWood Way
Tremendous Value great loca-
tion. Spacious living room. 
Master bedroom suite with large 
retreat. Pool size yard and much 
more. $220,000
angEla adaMS • 761-9505

JUST LISTED:
19 bliSS RivER Ct
This is a 4 bedroom 2.5 bath home in a great neighbor-
hood. The owners have kept this home up meticulously. 
This home offers 2, 522 square feet on a quarter acre lot 
with formal dining area and separate family room with 3 
car garage. Beutifully landscaped pool size lot. Home has 
newer kitchen appliances and plantation shutters. Dual 
pane windows throughout the home. Located at the end 
of a cul-de-sac.
SuSiE K. PaRKER 768-8494

“sign”
language

“sign”
language

For over 34 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

v
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Got News?
e-mail susan@valcomnews.com
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going on around them down-
town. He believes strongly 
that a new arena/events com-
plex can and will bring people 
to the capital city.

ARCO Arena has fall-
en into disrepair and simply 
does not have the power to 
draw big musical acts to Sac-
ramento, according to John-
son. He stated that being the 
capital of one of the most 
powerful economies in the 
world and having the oldest 
arena in the NBA does not 
speak well of the city. But 
he knows that simply build-
ing an arena for the sake of 
building an arena is not the 
way to go about it.

“If you’re going to do it, do 
it right,” Johnson said at the 
meetings. 

He doesn’t want the com-
plex to simply be better than 
ARCO Arena. He wants it to 
be state of the art.

“We can do big, we can do 
bold,” he said. “It’s hard to get 
people to see that.”

The newest plan in place 
would have the California 
State Fair move from its home 
at Cal Expo out to the current 
ARCO Arena lot in Nato-
mas; Cal Expo would then be 
sold and developed over sev-
eral years and the new arena 
would sit in the railyard land 
downtown.

Pocket News photo/Stephen Crowley
Frank Cook, president of Cook Realty, speaks with Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson about the current state of the economy 
and the real estate industry.

Johnson: ‘We are capable of so much more’
Continued from page 12

The arena, which Johnson 
is confident can be had in the 
next three years, would play 
a vital role in strengthening 
the downtown area that he 
calls embarrassing as it stands 
now.

Putting the arena on city-
owned land at the rail-
yard would cut a substantial 
amount of cost from a land 
acquisition aspect, and John-
son assured everyone in at-
tendance that the arena will 
be built with the taxpayers in 
mind.

Much of both events was 
spent answering questions 
from the audience. The 
“strong mayor” question was 
raised at each event, which 
Johnson was more than hap-
py to explain to everyone. He 
said that the current system 
of government in Sacramen-
to does not allow the may-
or to have any authority. He 
even referred to himself as a 
figurehead at one point and 
as a “glorified councilmem-
ber” at another.

His main concern is that 
there is no accountability in 
the way the city is run now. 
He said that there is no one 
to blame for the state of the 
downtown area because ev-
eryone just blames each oth-
er without any real account-
ability.

There are a lot of things wrong 
with Sacramento as it stands 
now, but Johnson remains con-
fident that a turnaround is in-
deed possible. Whether or 
not Sacramento ever becomes 
the tourist attraction that San 
Francisco and Lake Tahoe are, 
Johnson stands firm in his as-
sertion that we can get much 
better as a city.

Speaker has to visit a veteri-
narian for medical clearance 
and flight clearance, otherwise 
he isn’t allowed on a commer-
cial plane. Speaker also has to 
wear his vest and badge and his 
trainer must be in full uniform.

Robertson said Speaker is 
a very happy dog and has no 
problem spending time in his 
crate or on his dog bed on days 
when it’s not so busy.

“Speaker knows when to get 
excited,” he said. “He sees the 
gear start to pile up and he’s on 
fire.”

There are two levels of test-
ing. The first level tests the dog 
on obedience and aggression. 
If the dog passes this test, the 
next test must be taken within 
six months. The second level 

test is given through the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). The pur-
pose of the test is for the dogs 
to find zero to three victims. 
There are two piles, each 15-
20 square feet that the dogs 
must work through to find live 
people. FEMA holds eight to 
ten tests each year. Once the 
dog passes the test, it receives 
certification that is good for 
three years.

Robertson said he joined this 
program because his friend Jeff 
Ivy worked in the program. 
Also, his dad was a police of-
ficer who worked with the po-
lice K-9 program. He knew he 
didn’t want to be a battlefield 
paramedic, and he really enjoys 
working with Speaker.

The Search and Rescue Pro-
gram is a win-win for both hu-
mans and canines. According 
to Robertson, one of the side 
benefits of the program is “the 
dogs that don’t make it in train-
ing are guaranteed a home and 
usually end up living with a fire-
man and his family.”

Those dogs who do success-
fully graduate from the program 
are there to seek and to save hu-
mans in crisis…and to provide 
a friendly welcome to tired fire 
fighters at the end of the day.

From Speaker’s perspective, 
it’s all in a day’s work. He yawns 
and closes his eyes. It’s a good 
life, saving humans and keeping 
fire fighters company. A search 
and rescue dog wouldn’t have it 
any other way.

Rescue: Dog trained to find 
humans within 30 seconds
Continued from page 11
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Among the many locals who have 
made notable marks during Sacra-
mento’s 161-year history is, undoubt-
edly, the late Land Park resident Ga-
briel “Gabe” Luiz Silveira.

Although many Sacramentans to-
day are unfamiliar with this name, 
with this year marking 40 years since 
his passing, it is a good time to famil-
iarize more people with this notable, 
local figure.

An immigrant of Santa Amaro, 
Pico in the Azores islands of Portugal, 
Gabe first came to Sacramento with 
his mother, Mariana, and his sisters, 
Marie and Gabriella, in about 1917 
when he was about 10 years old.

Those most familiar with Gabe are 
quite aware of his lifelong love for en-
tertaining others.

The early years
When he was 21 years old, Gabe 

began the first of his six years of com-
posing music with another Portu-
guese immigrant, John Nunes.

It was also during this era that Gabe 
performed in leading roles and sang 
Portuguese songs in Portuguese lan-
guage plays held for the benefit of 
the St. Elizabeth Roman Catholic 
Church.

The plays were originally held in the 
basement of the church at 1817 12th 
Street and later at the Tuesday Club 
House at 2722 L St., across from Sut-
ter’s Fort.

During the late 1930s, Gabe, who 
married another Portuguese immi-
grant Gloria Peters (the anglicized 
version of the Portuguese name 

Pires) on Nov. 20, 1933 and had 
two children, Don and Diane, be-
gan hosting a program, called “Mem-
ories of Portugal,” on the local radio 
station, KROY 1210 AM. The pro-
gram, which included live music by 
Gabe and other Portuguese musi-
cians, was entirely presented in Por-
tuguese.

The program run with KROY came 
to an end due to World War II, since 
all foreign language stations were dis-
continued during this time.

‘The Lost Gaucho’
KFBK picked up the program in an 

altered version, as the program, which 

Gabe Silveira: A tribute to a Land Park original

Photo courtesy of the Silveira family
Gabe Silveira performs with his orchestra in this early 1960s photograph.

See Silveira, page 23
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continued for 16 years, be-
came known as “The Lost 
Gaucho” and was presented in 
English and featured record-
ed versions of Latin music, in-
cluding Portuguese songs.

Don said that many Lati-
nos in Sacramento were very 
familiar with his father due to 
the program’s popularity with 
local Latinos during this era.

Gabe was also known for 
performing with his own 
bands at Sacramento venues, 
including the Hotel El Do-
rado – today’s Radisson Ho-
tel – at 500 Leisure Lane, 
the Argentina Café at 610 J 
Street and the Trianon Ball-
room at 910 K Street, above 
the Senator Theatre.

Gabe and his bands, one 
of which included his son on 
trumpet during the 1960s, 
also played across the Tow-
er Bridge at venues on the old 
Davis Highway – now West 
Capitol Avenue in West Sac-
ramento. These venues were 
the extremely popular El 
Rancho Hotel and Club Mo-
cambo.

During this time, Tuesday 
evening dance exhibitions 
were presented at the El Ran-
cho by the Arthur Murray 
Dance Studio of Sacramento.

Gabe’s bands provided Lat-
in tempos on these evenings 
and on many occasions Gabe 
could be found on the dance 
floor.

While recently reminiscing 
about her father, Diane said, 
“My father was an outstand-
ing dancer.”

Diane added that her father 
was a perfectionist in every ac-
tivity in which he became in-
volved and that he was a very 
motivated person, noting that 
he taught himself how to play 
music.

Furniture store owner
In addition to his notori-

ety in the local music world, 
Gabe was also well known as 
the owner of a furniture store, 
called G.L. Silveira Co., which 
he operated with Gloria.

After working during the 
mid-1930s as a delivery driver 
for the Dallman Supply Co., 
a plumbing, heating and en-
gineering supplies and roof-
ing materials business at 6th 
and Q streets, Gabe went to 
work at the household appli-
ances and furniture business 
of George F. Lamb.

But after a dispute with 
Lamb, whose business was lo-
cated at 1516 Del Paso Bou-
levard in North Sacramen-
to, Gabe, who was Lamb’s top 
salesman, left the business in 
1939 and established G.L. 
Silveira Co.

The opening of this busi-
ness, which was located at the 
former site of Chris Pulon’s 
grocery store at 1616 Broad-
way, marked the beginnings 
of Gabe’s longtime notoriety 
as a furniture dealer.

Two years after opening his 
Broadway store, Gabe relocat-
ed the business to 2325 21st 
Street, where Joseph Gentner, 
a longtime Sacramento sau-
sage maker and grocery store 
owner formerly resided.

Apparently, Gabe’s store 
did not immediately focus on 
furniture, considering that a 
1941 Sacramento telephone 
book lists the business as spe-
cializing in electrical appli-
ances.

The following year, howev-
er, the city directory lists G.L. 
Silveira Co. as one of Sacra-
mento’s 22 retail furniture 
dealers.

Commenting about these 
listings, Don said that al-
though his father always sold 
furniture from the time he 
opened the business, he be-
lieves that his father may have 
had more electrical applianc-
es because he was still in the 
process of increasing his fur-
niture inventory.

In 1947, Gabe had his 
own building constructed 
at 2100 X Street, across the 
street from Joseph Gentner’s 
Gentner’s Market. The mar-
ket building, which included 
upstairs apartments, was lo-
cated on the northeast corner 
of 21st and X streets, while 
the furniture store was locat-
ed on the southeast corner.

A 1952 advertisement for 
Gabe’s business presents the 
store’s offerings at the time 
as follows: furniture, Frigid-
aire appliances, Occidental 
gas ranges, Youngstown dish-
washers, Easy washing ma-
chines and Beauty Rest Sealy 
and Englander mattresses.

The store, which eventual-
ly sold drapery and carpets 
for many years, was also one 
of the city’s earliest television 
dealers, as the business exclu-
sively offered Zenith televi-
sion sets.

Although Gabe, who only 
had one grandchild, Valerie 
Cortopassi, passed away on 
July 22, 1970, Don continued 
to operate the furniture store 
until his retirement in 2002.

Today, the building is home 
to The Antique Company, 
dealers in an eclectic mix of 
antique, English imports, in-
cluding a large selection of 
furniture.

Community patron
Always very active in the 

community, Gabe was in-
volved in many affairs outside 
of his participation in local 
entertainment and operating 
his store.

These things include: assist-
ing in efforts to sponsor the 
city’s first civic ballet (1946), 
serving as president of Sac-
ramento’s Cabrillo Club No. 
5 (1958) and the club’s state 
president (1961), assist-
ing in the naming of Cabril-
lo Elementary School at 1141 
Seamas Ave. (1958), serving 
as the chairman of Cabrillo 
Day at the State Fair (1958-
1970) and running for a city 
council seat (1961).

As a Cabrillo Club repre-
sentative, Gabe worked to 
have Portuguese taught in 
schools and dedicated many 
hours to an effort working 
with the governor’s office to 
proclaim Sept. 28 as “Cabrillo 
Day” in honor of Juan Rodri-
guez Cabrillo, who sailed into 
San Diego Bay in 1542.

Knighted by Portugal
Among the many awards 

that Gabe received during his 
life was the Ordem do Infan-
te Dom Henrique (Order of 
Prince Henry the Navigator) 
for his “undying devotion to 
the Portuguese-American 
community” in Sacramento. 
The honor is a Portuguese 
national order of knight-
hood.

Don described this award 
as being a “very prestigious” 
honor, adding that the award 
is the highest Portuguese 
award that one can receive 
without being a Portuguese 
citizen.

Although it has been 
four decades since his pass-
ing, Gabe leaves behind a 
very rich legacy – one that 
should be recognized and 
appreciated for many years 
to come.

Photo courtesy of the Silveira family
Gabe Silveira poses with a pair of maracas for this 1940s publicity photograph.

Silveira: Community benefactor, business owner, entertainer
Continued from page 22

www   . valcomnews          . com 
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CARPET/ UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

COMPUTER SERVICES

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

CALL 444-0551

DON’T WAIT–BEAT THE HEAT!
Season Special

A/C Check-up–$85.00

REBATES/TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE/ ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS 

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 
 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

 LIC# 696355

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News 

Home Improvement page

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

BUILDER/CONTRACTOR

ADDITION SPECIALIST

BATHTUB REFINISHING

CUSTOM GLASS

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

BREATHE EASIER!
FREE Video Inspection

($75 value)
See what you’re breathing

Reduce levels now:
Mold • Dust Mites

Pollen • Dirt/Debris
Call Larry (916) 856-2870

Bonded & Licensed #1100008896

AIR DUCT CLEANING

Sunshine Electrical

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca Lic # 633853 Liability Insured 

ELECTRICAL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!
Residential Specialist

Security Lighting
Computer Circuits Etc

Spa Electrical
New Houses/Additions

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WORK GUaRaNtEED / SENIOR DISCOUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

PLUMBING

  

office 442-7586 mobile 204-4090
Located on corner of 7th and Riverside Boulevard

25% Discount for all new customers with this ad
(discount applies to labor only)

Water Heater   Disposal    Faucets
Sewer & Drain Cleaning/Video Camera Inspections

We sPeCiAliZe in
•Copper repipe •Sewer and water line replacements •Gas lines - installed

Full Service
Keith & Harry StaleyRiverside Plumbing 

 Lic# 338816 C-36 

handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RaIN GUttER CLEaNING
• ROtOtILLING/& SOD PLaCEMENt
• CONCREtE REMOVaL
• yaRD CLEaN-UP/HaULING
• PRESSURE WaSHING

SPECIaLS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING tHE aREa FOR OVER 10 yRS*

lic#128758/Ref

YARD MAKE-OVERS!

landscaping

Terra bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430 or 802-9897

LaNDSCaPING

• Full yard maintenance
• one time clean-up
• sprinkler repair

gardening maintenance
“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

b & T upholstery & Repair

UPHOLStERy 

Furniture
upholstery at 

its finest

1600-B Kitchner Rd., Sacto 95822
916/392-1959 • 916/995-7177

* senior Discounts
www.bandtupholstery.com

FREEDOM
HaNDyMaN SERVICES

HaNDyMaN

no Job Too smAll!
Call Eric

(916) 470-3488

Free up your time from those 
pesky unwanted jobs!

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement!
–Plumbing – Carpentry – electrical
– yard Care – Hauling – sprinklers

Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

POOL SERVICE

LaNDSCaPING

HaNDyMaN

fencingyour ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News

Home Improvement page

HaNDyMaN SERVICE

full service cleaning
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Pressure washing! 
gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, drive-
ways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, pressure 
washing/power spray, hauling, yard work,  painting, 
tree & shrub removal, clean-up, fence repairs, light 
tree trimming, & more. Ref avail. Call Les at 838-
1247. specials for seniors. Licensed.

Perfec t gift!
Pet Portraits
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

PuPPies for adoPtion
PuPPies for adoPtion
Yorkie terrier Puppies for adoption, shots up 
to date, home trained, super spoiled and AKC 
registered. For further information contact doug-
brad1111@yahoo.com

bookkeePing
#1 BOOKKEEPER
26 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & 
Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. 
Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820.. www.taxirene.info

coMPuters
got coMPuter ProbLeMs?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $35/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area, travel charge will apply. Problem not 
fixed? No pay! Free estimates/consultation. 
Call cell# 296-7161

handYMan
handYMan serVices
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 
908942. call steven at 230-2114.

Call Melissa at 429-9901 and place your ad today!

Advertise in California Kids! 
Family Fun Guide!!!

Serving Greater Sacramento, 

For more information, call Marc
at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

California Kids!

Old Land Park, 1700+ sq ft, 3 
bdrms, 1 ba, Living rm w/fireplc, 
din rm, new roof/new paint, Cent 
H&A, basement, extra rm w/pri-

vate entrance.

Jeri Hromada
916.761.6734

jeri.hromada@prurealty.com
drE#01324435

Lovingly Maintained $354,900
2644 17th Street

Place your ad today!
Call 429-9901

sell your car! 429-9901

List your auto for sale in 
the classified ads

adVertise  Your rentaLs

Call 429-9901

tax PreParer
#1 tax PreParer
26 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including all State returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

for a box 
CLassified

ad
Call Melissa

429-9901

Lab up for adoption

Large - 10 mo. 
female Yellow Lab

Purebred
spayed – all shots current

free to a loving home/needs 
guidance and training 

Call (916)  215-9496

For more Calendar enteries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Send your event announcement for consid-
eration to: susan@valcomnews.com at least 
two weeks prior to publication.

August

Community sing-along
Aug. 19, 26: Harmonize on old hymns and 
folk songs, just for pleasure. Shower sing-
ers welcome. Free. 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. Unitari-
an Universalist Society of Sacramento, 2425 
Sierra Blvd., Sac. (916) 457-4527
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
Aug. 19, 26: 12-Step group for those who 
struggle with obesity, food obsession or eat-
ing disorders. Meets Thursdays. 9 a.m. St. 
Andrews United Methodist Church, 6201 
Spruce Ave., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of East Sacramento
Aug. 19, 26: Hear guest speakers address 
local, regional and international topics. Vis-
itors welcome. 12:15 p.m.–1:15 p.m., every 
Thurs. Salvation Army Dining Hall, 2550 
Alhambra Blvd., Sac. www.rotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Aug. 19, 26: Hear guest speakers address 
local, regional and international topics. Vis-
itors welcome. 7:30 a.m., every Thurs. Avi-
ators Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. 
Kelly Byam (916) 684-6854.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sutterville Heights Optimist Club
Aug. 19, 26: Come enjoy community 
speakers and community projects for youth. 
12 noon., every Thurs. Aviators Restaurant, 
6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Cliff  (916) 427-
2698 or Mary-Jo at (916) 691-3059
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
Aug. 19, 26: Improve your language skills 
and lose fear of speaking in front of people 
with Toastmaster club Los Oradores. Una 
oportunidad unica para mejorar sus habili-
dades bilingues y superar el temor de hablar 
delante de gente con nuestro club Los Ora-
dores de la organizacion de Toastmasters. 
Thursdays/Jueves, 6:45 p.m. 2118 K St., 
Sac. Teri Bullington (916) 723-6232, teri.
bullington@gmail.com, www.sacramen-
totoastmasters.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Learn about Birds
Aug. 20: Learn about our feathered friends 
in the neighborhood with the Friends of 
Grant Park and Julie Serences of the Sac-
ramento Audubon Society. 10 a.m.–noon. 
New Era Community Garden, 208 - 26th 
St. (between B and C streets). Tiffanie 
Simpson tlsimpson7@aol.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Point West
Aug. 20, 27: Hear guest speakers address local, 
regional and international topics. Visitors wel-
come. 7 a.m., every Fri. Red Lion Inn, 1401 Ar-
den Wy., Sac. www.pointwestrotary.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimists of Sacramento
Aug. 20, 27: Soroptimist International of 
Sacramento South, a service club for busi-
ness and professional women, meets Fridays. 
11:15 a.m.–12:45 p.m. Casa Garden Res-
taurant, 2760 Sutterville Rd., Sac. Barbara 
McDonald, (916) 363-6927
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day Club open house
Aug. 21: Primrose: Living with Memory Loss 
will host an open house for its Adult Day Club, 
which is for seniors who live with memory im-
pairment. Free. Seniors, family members, care-
givers and medical professionals welcome. 11 
a.m. – 2 p.m. Primrose, 7707 Rush River Dr., 
Sac. (916) 392-3510, www.primrosealz.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
Aug. 21, 28: 12-Step group for those who 
struggle with obesity, food obsession or eat-
ing disorders. Meets Saturdays. 8 a.m. Mer-
cy General Hospital North Auditorium, 
4001 J St., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Land Park Neighborhood 
Backyard BBQ Bash
Aug. 21: Eskaton Monroe Lodge will cel-
ebrate its 37th anniversary by hosting a 
neighborhood party celebrating the Land 
Park neighborhood. Event features: mini-
golf put-put on the newly completed put-
ting green, a classic car Show, Vic’s Ice 
Cream, traditional BBQ food. “Heritage 
Row” celebrating local family-owned busi-
nesses. All welcome. 11:30 a.m.–2 p.m. 
3225 Freeport Blvd (Freeport & College 
Ave.), Sac. (916) 441-1015
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Screen on the Green
Aug. 21: “The Rookie” (G). Movie begins 
at sundown. East Portal Park, 1120 Rodeo 
Way, Sac. www.sacscreenonthegreen.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Turtlerama
Aug. 21: Exhibit of live turtles and tor-
toises for the purpose of educating the 
public as to the care of these special crea-
tures at home, as well as how to preserve 
them in the wild. Free. 11 a.m. 4 p.m. 
Belle Cooledge Library, 5600 South Land 
Park Dr., Sac. Sacramento Turtle and 
Tortoise Club (916) 421-1134
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Urban Farm Stand
Aug. 21, 28: Soil Born Farms’ newest urban 
agricultural project, a farm stand featuring 
seasonal, local and organic fruits and vege-
tables. Saturdays from 9 a.m.–1 p.m. www.
soilborn.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
Aug. 22, 29: 12-Step group for those who 
struggle to maintain healthy relationships. 
Meets Sundays. 2 p.m. Heritage Oaks Hos-
pital, 4300 Auburn Blvd., Rm.101, Sac 
(866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community Sunday breakfast
Aug. 22, 29: Enjoy a delicious breakfast 
of eggs Benedict, corned beef hash, Joe’s 
scramble, pancakes and more. 8:30 a.m.–
11 a.m, every Sun. $8. Elks Lodge No. 6, 
6446 Riverside Blvd. (at Florin Rd.), Sac. 
Proceeds benefit student scholarships. 
www.elks6.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Harpsichord Recital
Aug. 22: Fundraiser for Concert Series. 
5 p.m. $10 suggested at door, $25 for re-
served seating in advance. All Saints Episco-
pal Church, 2076 Sutterville Rd., Sac. (916) 
455-0643, www.allsaintssacramento.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Nature Center event
Aug. 22: Join Effie Yeaw Nature Center 
docent Gail Philippart for a guided tour 
of a replica Maidu village. Learn about the 
Maidu lifestyle, then take a walk through 
the Nature Preserve and learn about the 
plants and animals used for food, shelter, 
clothing, medicine, games and art. Best for 
ages eight and older. Free, but donations 
gladly accepted. 1:30 p.m. Effie Yeaw Na-
ture Center, inside Ancil Hoffman County 
Park, California Ave. & Tarshes Dr., Car-
michael. Betty Cooper (916) 489-4918 
x238, www.effieyeaw.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
Aug. 23, 30: 12-Step group for those who 
struggle to maintain healthy relationships. 
Meets Mondays. 7:30 p.m. Friends Com-
munity Church Fireside Room, 4001 E St., 
Sac. (866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free Admission Days at the Zoo
Aug. 23, 30: Bring the entire fami-
ly and enjoy free admission to the Sac-
ramento Zoo. Bring a new unwrapped 
school supply item for the Sacramen-
to Zoo’s Back-to-School Supply Drive. 
9 a.m.–4 p.m. 3930 West Land Park 
Dr., Sac.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Hatha yoga
Aug. 23, 30: Align the body through 
breathing techniques, postures and deep re-
laxation. 3 p.m.–4 p.m. Hart Senior Center, 
915 27th St., Sac. (916)808-5462. Meets 
every Mon. Repeats Wed., Fri.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of South Sacramento
Aug. 23, 30: Hear guest speakers address 
local, regional and international topics. Vis-
itors welcome. 11:30 a.m., every Mon. Casa 
Garden Restaurant, 2760 Sutterville Rd., 
Sac. www.rotary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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Tai Chi & Chi Keung
Aug. 23, 30: Chinese exercise com-
bines specific movements and relax-
ation. 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., Hart Senior 
Center, 915 27th St., Sac. Meets every 
Mon. (916) 808-5462
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
Aug. 23, 30: Have fun while improv-
ing speaking & leadership skills. Klassy 
Talkers Toastmasters. 7 p.m.–8:30 
p.m. Executive Airport, 6151 Freeport 
Blvd., Sac. Jan (916) 284-4236, www.
sacramentotoastmasters.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Water conservation workshop
Aug. 23: Water conservation, volun-
teer info and training. Community vol-
unteers needed to train as Water Con-
servation Ambassadors to help educate 
neighbors about saving water and natu-
ral resources. Part of the “Blue Thumb” 

program. 6 p.m.–8 p.m. Asian Commu-
nity Center, 7375 Greenhaven Drive, 
Sac. (916) 808-1400, www.BeWaterS-
mart.info
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Dance Movement Therapy Classes
Aug. 24–Nov. 9: Cancer patients and 
survivors are invited to dance movement 
therapy classes taught by Nandi Sza-
bo, a registered dance movement thera-
pist. Free. Tuesdays. Two times available: 
10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. or 6:30 p.m.–
8:30 p.m. Sutter Cancer Center, 2800 L 
St., Sac. Call (916) 529-1079 or email 
zoefotoni@comcast.net to register.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Medicare counseling
Aug. 24, 31: Health Insurance Counsel-
ing & Advocacy Program (HICAP) offers 
free, unbiased information and assistance 
with Medicare problems, help with health 
and long-term care insurance. HICAP does 

not sell, endorse, or recommend insurance. 
Appts. every Tuesday with John Gallapaga, 
call (916) 376-8915 to schedule. For appts. 
in Spanish, call Marta Erismann at (916) 
231-5110.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Arden-Arcade
Aug. 24, 31: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international 
topics. Visitors welcome. 12 noon, ev-
ery Tues. Jackson Catering and Events, 
1120 Fulton Ave., Sac. (916) 925-
2787, www.ardenarcaderotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Carmichael
Au g .  2 4 ,  3 1 :  He a r  g u e s t  s p e a k -
e r s  a d d r e s s  l o c a l ,  r e g i o n a l  a n d  i n -
t e r n a t i o n a l  t o p i c s .  Vi s i t o r s  w e l -
c o m e .  6  p . m .  Pa l m  S t r e e t  Pu b  & 
G r i l l ,  6 4 1 6  Fa i r  O a k s  B l v d . ,  C a r-
m i c h a e l .  w w w. r o t a r y. o r g
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Senior Wednesday Club
Aug. 25: The Senior Wednesday Club 
meets to chat, play bridge, pinochle or bingo. 
Free. Bring a brown-bag lunch. Free coffee, 
tea and dessert. 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Mis-
sion Oaks Community Building, 4701 Gib-
bons Dr., Carmichael. Myrt (916) 348-8114
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
Aug. 25: All area business people invited to 
hone their speaking skills. Noon–1:15 p.m., 
every Wed. River City Speakers Toastmas-
ters Club, Coco’s Restaurant, 1830 Arden 
Way, Sac. (916) 747-8282
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Wednesday Night Dance
Aug. 25: Dance to the rhythms of the Sen-
sible Sounds Dance Band every Wed. Enjoy 
Ballroom and Line dance. Swing to rock to 
country music. $7 admission. 7 p.m.–10 p.m. 
Mission Oaks Community Center, 4701 Gib-
bons Dr., Carmichael. (916) 972-0336 x 228
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Kitten adopt-a-thon
Aug. 28: It’s “kitten season” – Happy Tails Pet 
Sanctuary is partnering with Extra Space Storage 
to find loving, permanent homes for Sacramen-
to’s homeless kittens. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Extra Space 
Storage, 3000 B St., Sac. www.happytails.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Screen on the Green
Aug. 28: “Aladdin” (G). Movie begins at 
sundown. Glenn Hall Park, 5415 Sandburg 
Dr., Sac. www.sacscreenonthegreen.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fairytale Town Troupers
Through Aug. 29: “A Princess of Stars aka. 
Sleeping Beauty in Space” presented by the 
Fairytale Town Troupers. Sat. & Sun. mat-
inee performances at 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 
p.m. Admission $1 per person in addition to 
paid park admission. Children age 2 and un-
der free. Fairytale Town Children’s Theater, 
3901 Land Park Dr., Sac. (916) 808-7462 
www.fairytaletown.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

cies and procedures, drill and ceremony, march-
ing, and living quarters standards.

During phase two, cadets train outdoors liv-
ing in tents while learning to function in field 
conditions. Cadets apply and practice team 
work, cohesion and learn to deal with physi-
cally and mentally demanding situations. They 
complete the obstacle, confidence, assault, and 
leadership reaction courses, and participate in 
a rescue mission termed Operation Warrior.

He is the son of Angelica and David Heaphy 
of Glancy Drive, Carmichael, Calif.

Heaphy is a 2010 graduate of Jesuit High 
School, Carmichael.

Air Force Airman Michael T. Hom graduat-
ed from basic military training at Lackland Air 
Force Base, San Antonio, Texas.

The airman completed an intensive, eight-
week program that included training in mil-
itary discipline and studies, Air Force core 
values, physical fitness, and basic warfare prin-
ciples and skills.

Airmen who complete basic training earn 
four credits toward an associate in applied sci-
ence degree through the Community College 
of the Air Force.

He is the son of Nancy Hom of Bay River 
Way, and grandson of Pearl Hom of Griggs 
Way, both of Sacramento, Calif.

Hom is a 2006 graduate of C.K. McClatchy 
High School, Sacramento.

Military
Continued from page 5
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National 
Night Out
Pocket News photos/Tom Paniagua

Neighbors and friends gathered for 
dinner in Marriott Park to celebrate 
National Night Out on Aug. 3. Fire-
men were on hand to show families 
the Pocket Area’s own Engine #11.

Faces and Places

High tech 
with low tech

Pocket News photo/Linda Pohl

Students at the Sacramento New Technolo-
gy High School mentored seventh and eighth 
grade students at the First Lego League gath-
ering. Students used the tiny blocks to con-
struct robotic creations, such as this one 
here.

Buddhist Church Bazaar
Pocket News photos/Noah Winn

Fabulous foods, entertainment and cultural  exhibits were 
enjoyed by all who attended the 64th annual Japanese Food & 
Cultural Bazaar on Aug. 14 and 15.
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Got News?
e-mail susan@valcomnews.com




