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Got 
News?
e-mail susan@valcomnews.com

By SALLY KING
Pocket News writer

The experience of walking into a 
modern, energy efficient building, 
looking down at the soft mint green 
carpet in patterns of leaves with light 
gently filtering in through the win-
dows and smelling the aroma of brand 
new books makes a visit to the new 
Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven 
Library well worth checking out.

Big, round chairs that invite one 
to sit down and stay awhile are just 
one of the great features of this new 
library, where everything is state-of-
the-art. So much so, that the library is 
nominated for Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) 
silver accreditation.

About 500 people showed up to at-
tend the grand opening celebration 
that took place Saturday, Aug. 28.

Robbie Waters, Sacramento City 
Councilmember for District 7, who 
spent many years helping to plan the 
library, thanked all who participat-
ed in donating their time and mon-
ey to the construction and furnishing 

Faces and places

Robbie Waters Greenhaven-Pocket Library opens to rave reviews

Pocket News photo by Danny Kam
Robbie Waters, councilman for Sacramento’s District 7, checks out a book from the new library which bears his name.See Library, page 26
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Alterations Express
Hot summer 
nights and 
sleeping out

By MARTY RELLES
Pocket News columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

Su m m e r  d a y s  o n  Ja n e y  Wa y  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s 
s e e m e d  e n d l e s s  a n d  c a re  f re e .  Ev e n  w h e n 
t e m p e r a t u re s  re a c h e d  1 0 0  d e g re e s ,  w e  k e p t 
b u s y  s w i m m i n g  a t  G l e n  H a l l  p o o l ,  s k a t i n g 
a t  P h o e b e  He a r s t  S c h o o l  o r  j u s t  h a n g i n g 
o u t  o n  a  l a w n  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o rh o o d .  D u r i n g 
t h e  h o t  m o n t h s  o f  Ju l y  a n d  Au g u s t ,  t e m p e r-
a t u re s  r a re l y  c o o l e d  o f f  m u c h  e v e n  d u r i n g 
t h e  e v e n i n g ,  b u t  w e  h a d  a  s u re  f i re  s o l u t i o n 
t o  t h i s  p ro b l e m :  w e  s l e p t  o u t d o o r s .

A s  t h e  d a y  c a m e  t o  a  c l o s e  a n d  n i g h t  b e g a n 
t o  f a l l ,  s o m e o n e  w o u l d  s a y,  “ L e t ’s  s l e e p  o u t 
a t  m y  h o u s e .” Th e n ,  a f t e r  o b t a i n i n g  p a re n t a l 
a p p ro v a l  f o r  t h e  s l e e p  o u t ,  t h e  g a n g  s h o w e d 
u p  w i t h  t h e i r  s l e e p i n g  b a g s  i n  h a n d  a n d  l a i d 
t h e m  o u t  i n  a  l i n e  o n  t h e  b a c k  l a w n .

O f  c o u r s e ,  v e r y  l i t t l e  s l e e p i n g  e v e r  o c -
c u r re d  o n  s u c h  n i g h t s .

I  o f t e n  w o n d e r  h o w  o u r  p a re n t s  e v e r  g o t 
a n y  s l e e p .

We  p l a ye d  c a rd s  a n d  b o a rd  g a m e s  b y  f l a s h -
l i g h t .  We  t a l k e d  t o o  l o u d l y  a n d  o f t e n  s n u c k 
o u t  o f  t h e  ya rd  t o  g o  o n  n i g h t t i m e  s o j o u r n s . 
S o m e t i m e s  w e  c re p t  i n t o  t h e  p i t  –  t h e  v a -
c a t e d  s a n d  a n d  g r a v e l  s i t e  l o c a t e d  b e h i n d 
t h e  h o u s e s  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  Ja n e y  Wa y. 
Th a t  a l w a y s  t u r n e d  i n t o  a n  e x c i t i n g  a d v e n -
t u re .  O t h e r  t i m e s ,  w e  w a l k e d  o v e r  t o  w h e re 
t h e  g i r l s  s l e p t  o u t  a n d  s u r p r i s e d  t h e m  o r 
w a l k e d  d o w n  t o  B o s s y ’s  D r i v e  In  o n  Fo l s o m 
B l v d .  t o  b u y  h a m b u r g e r s .

Ho w e v e r,  o u r  f a v o r i t e  p l a c e  t o  s n e a k  o f f 
t o  w a s  S h a k e y ’s  Pi z z a  Pa r l o r  o n  5 6 t h  a n d  J 
s t re e t s .  Th e re ,  w e  p o o l e d  o u r  m o n e y,  b o u g h t 
p i z z a  a n d  b ro u g h t  i t  b a c k  t o  t h e  ya rd  t o  e a t . 
I  s t i l l  r e m e m b e r  t h e  s o u n d  o f  D i x i e l a n d  j a z z 
w a f t i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  b a c k  ro o m  b a r.

L i f e  c o u l d n’t  g e t  b e t t e r.
Th e  R e l l e s  h o u s e h o l d  b e c a m e  a  p o p u l a r 

p l a c e  t o  s l e e p  o u t  d u r i n g  t h e  l o n g  Ja n e y 
Wa y  s u m m e r s .  In  f a c t ,  w e  s l e p t  o u t  i n  o u r 
ya rd  s o  o f t e n  o n e  s u m m e r  t h a t  D a d  d r a g g e d 
a n  o l d  m a t t re s s  o u t  f ro m  t h e  g a r a g e  f o r  u s 
t o  s l e e p  o n .  We  b ro u g h t  o u t  b l a n k e t s  a n d 
s h e e t s  f ro m  t h e  h o u s e  t o  c o v e r  t h e  m a t t re s s 
a n d  s l e p t  i n  c o m f o r t .  We  h a d  b y  f a r  t h e  b e s t 
s l e e p i n g  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  o f  a n y  k i d  o n  t h e 
b l o c k ;  m u c h  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  s l e e p i n g  b a g .

A s  a n o t h e r  w a r m  s u m m e r  c o m e s  t o  a n  e n d 
i n  S a c r a m e n t o ,  t h e  m e m o r i e s  o f  s l e e p i n g 
o u t  o n  Ja n e y  Wa y  c o m e  b a c k  t o  m e  a n d  re -
m i n d  m e  o f  t i m e  w h e n  l i f e  s e e m e d  s i m p l e r 
a n d  s o m e h o w  a  l o t  m o re  f u n .

J a n e y  Wa y  M e m o r i e s
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

The 140th edition of the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey Circus is coming 
to ARCO Arena on Sept. 9-
12 and among the many fea-
tures of “The Greatest Show 
on Earth” will be performanc-
es by Andre McClain, who is 
known in the circus world as 
“America’s Favorite Cowboy.”

Those who have never had 
the opportunity to observe 
Andre’s performances, how-
ever, should be advised that 
Andre is far from a one-di-
mensional entertainer.

In an exclusive interview 
with the Pocket News, An-

dre explained that he is much 
more than a cowboy perform-
er.

America’s favorite cowboy
“Of course, I am Ameri-

ca’s favorite cowboy,” Andre 
said. “I’ve done a lot of things 
around the United States as 
far as the rodeo, going from 
a kid riding in the rodeo 
and into performing and be-
ing this Roy Rogers-type of 
guy. Everything I do was self-
taught. I do quite a bit of dif-
ferent things. I do trick rop-
ing, I do whips, I do fancy gun 
twirling, action shooting and 
trick riding. A lot of people 
out there, a lot of cowboys, 
a lot of western entertainers; 

they do one thing or the oth-
er. They either do trick roping 
or they do trick horses or they 
do country singing. That’s 
what separates me from ev-
erybody else. I do a little bit 
of everything.”

When Andre brings his 
act to Sacramento this Sep-
tember, he will also be bring-
ing many years of experience 
along with him.

Raised in Kansas City, Mo., 
Andre is part of the three gen-
erations of cowboy history in 
his family.

When asked when he first 
rode a horse, Andre respond-
ed, “I started riding when I 
was around four (years old) 
and I started riding mutton 
busters – we called it – when 
I was about seven years old. I 
was riding small steers, like a 
kids’ rodeo.”

Self-motivated
In being very self-motivated, 

Andre taught himself to twirl 
a lasso as a child by practicing 
with his mother’s clothesline 
and water hose.

Remembering these days, 
Andre said, “It’s so funny. I 
would get spanked almost ev-
ery other week. But it was still 
worth it.”

Andre, 33, said that he also 
started riding bucking horses 
during his youth.

“A friend of my dad had 
37 wild mustang horses and 
I used to go over to his place 
and help him break mus-
tangs,” Andre said. “Back then, 
you wore them out, then you 
would get on them and buck 
them out. That’s one thing 
that always encouraged me to 
rodeo and ride bucking hors-
es in rodeos.”

Andre, who grew up as one 
of six children, received his 
first experience competing in 
a rodeo in the Bill Pickett In-
vitational Rodeo, America’s 

first all-black touring rodeo, 
which was founded in 1984 
by his father, Lu Vason.

Save a car, ride a horse
So connected was Andre to 

horses during his youth that 
he even rode a horse to high 
school, which even in Kansas 
City was not something that 
other students would do.

Chuckling after being asked 
to discuss this experience, An-
dre explained that he has fond 
memories about these times.

“It was great,” Andre said. 
“I rode every day (to Pas-
eo Academy of Performing 
Arts). Nobody else in the 
city did this. The ride from 
my house to school was may-
be three miles. I would get up 
in the morning, have break-
fast, clean him up and get him 
ready for the ride. My day re-
ally started at like 4 or 4:30 
in the morning. I would ride 
him to school right down the 
city streets and tie him to the 
soccer fields (at the school). 
And while everybody had 
their fancy cars or were riding 
the bus, I would pull up on 
my horse. One day, I got writ-
ten up by the gym teacher for 
my horse using the bathroom 
in the soccer field. I still have 
that write-up. It was crazy. I 

‘America’s Favorite Cowboy’ 
to entertain at circus at 
ARCO Arena Sept. 9-12

Photo courtesy of Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey
Circus cowboy Andre McClain will be among the featured entertainers at the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey FUNundrum!, which will be held at Arco 
Arena Sept. 9-12.

See Cowboy, page 7
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walked in (to the gym teach-
er’s) office and said, ‘Come on. 
You can’t be serious.’”

Following his rodeo days, An-
dre began training trick horses, 
an activity that would lead to his 
employment with the circus.

Andre said that he attri-
butes a pair of individuals to 
his drive to achieve high levels 
as a cowboy entertainer.

“I watched a guy, named 
(Nathaniel) “Rex” Purefoy, 
out of Kansas City and he 
had the western duds, the fan-
cy saddles, he did trick roping 
and whips, gun twirling and 
all this stuff. I said, ‘You know 
what? That’s what I want to 
do.’” Andre recalled.

Additionally, Andre said that 
he is extremely thankful to his 
mentor, Kenneth Barrett, who 
bought him his first rope, so he 
could retire his mother’s clothes-
line and water hose.

“(Barrett) was always about 
me pushing myself and tell-
ing me, ‘You can be anything 
you want to be’ and ‘you can 
do anything you want to do.’ 
That’s what I believe and 
that’s what I try to encourage 
in people and kids. There’s 
no such thing as I can’t and I 
want people to know that you 
can always do the things you 
want to do. You just focus and 
work hard.”

Hard work pays off
And Andre’s hard work 

surely paid off, as he was even-
tually hired by the circus.

But auditioning for Ring-
ling Bros. and Barnum & Bai-
ley Circus, in order to obtain 
his current position, was not a 
simple task, Andre explained.

“On my way (from Denver, 
where he was residing at the 
time) to audition for Ring-
ling, my truck’s trailer broke 

down (in Oklahoma),” An-
dre said. “I called my brother 
and he came over and picked 
up the horses and took them 
over to a friend of his. I rent-
ed a car and jumped in the car 
and drove to Austin, (Tex-
as) to audition. I was so em-
barrassed. I pulled up and I 
had no horses. All I had was a 
rope and a whip and a voice.

“I stood in the middle of 
the ring and I said, ‘Ladies and 
gentlemen, children of all ages, 
I’m Andre McClain and this is 
my horse, Jonas.’ It was my in-
visible horse, Jonas. I had no 
horse. I sat up on him, I did 
my tricks, I did my singing, 
everything. They cracked up 
laughing through the whole 
thing and as soon as I finished 
and explained to them what 
happened, (the circus’ produc-
er Kenneth Feld) just came to 
me, shook my hand and said, 
‘Hey, if you want this position, 
you’ve got it. We’ll send a con-
tract to you.’”

Nearly eight years after join-
ing the circus – a move that 
he refers to as “going from the 
greatest show on dirt to “The 
Greatest Show on Earth” – 
Andre said that he continues to 
enjoy every one of his 500 days 
per year working at the circus.

“Oh, it’s great (working 
for the circus),” said Andre, 
whose involvement with the 
circus also includes various 
announcing during the show 
and working with exotic an-
imals such as camels, llamas 
and even a Watusi cow. “It’s a 
blast for me. I probably have 
just as much fun as the audi-
ence, so it’s a fun time for me. 
I wouldn’t trade this in for 
anything in the world.”

Guests have the opportu-
nity to meet Andre and oth-
er circus entertainers at Arco 

plan on coming there, having a 
great time and having one big 
party for all the people of Sac-
ramento. And that’s what it’s 
going to be.”

Cowboy: Learned to twirl a lasso by practicing with his mother’s clothesline and water hose
Continued from page 6

Photo courtesy of Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey
One of the more unique animals that Andre McClain has worked with is this Watusi 
cow. He has also worked with such exotic animals as camels, llamas and zebras.

Arena prior to the start of 
each circus program.

Meet the stars
All-access shows, which will 

be held one hour prior to show 
times, allow ticketholders to 
meet the circus stars, receive 
autographs, view animal train-
ing and see an elephant paint a 
picture. A sign-up to win the 
painting at the beginning of 
the show will also be held dur-
ing the pre-show event.

Andre personally invites 
the community to attend this 
year’s circus, which is being 
referred to as “FUNundrum!”

“This is truly the biggest show 
that you’ll see and I encourage 
everyone, anybody to come out,” 
Andre said. “It’s truly amazing 
and it’s action-packed through-
out the show. We’re coming to 
shut Sacramento down. I love 
the city of Sacramento. The 
arena there is great and the area 
that we play in is great. We just 

For additional information 
about this year’s edition of the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus, visit the Web 
site www.ringling.com.
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document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

10% off SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

loving companionS

4050 Walnut Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

aegis of carmichael

aSSiSted living/memory care

(916) 972-1313
lic #347001686

www.aegisliving.com

We’re the people who 
make life better.

senior move manaGers

Residential Care Facility
for the Elderly now accepting 

applications for residents.
Let us care for your loved ones.

Woods Retreat

elderly care

owner-operated (916) 421-5845

state lic #340306720

real estate services

Free in-home Senior care aSSeSSment

call  (916) 429-9901 

Five Star Skilled nurSing

your ad Should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

assisted livinG/alzheimers

call melissa at (916) 429-9901 
to advertise Your service

By SUSAN LAIRD
Pocket News editor
susan@valcomnews.com

Dorothy Casalegno celebrated her 
103rd birthday with cake, ice cream 
and a room filled with friends and 
family members at the Merrill Gar-
dens retirement community on Aug. 
23.

Bright, sharp and alert, the cen-
tenarian-plus-three smiled and 
laughed as everyone made much 
over her.

Née Dorothy Howe in Santa 
Ana, Calif., she moved to Morgan 
Hill where she grew up. She re-
ceived her degree in nursing from 

San Jose Nursing School in 1929. 
One of her first jobs was as a mem-
ber of the medical team that cared 
for the workers who built Boul-
der Dam – now known as Hoover 
Dam.

She worked in the first Sutter 
Hospital in Sacramento, just two 
years after it opened.

Dorothy was married for 60 
years to the late Alfred Casalegno. 
Together, they raised three chil-
dren, Bob Casalegno, Michael Ca-
salegno and Carole (Casalegno) 
Dell’Agostino. Today, Dorothy has 
eight grandchildren and 15 great-
grandchildren.

In 2005, she moved to Merrill Gar-
dens at the young age of 98. She still 
lives independently and loves her 
make-up, cute outfits, friends, social 
and physical activities as much as ever. 
In fact, with her dazzling smile, she 
could easily pass for a youngster of 
75.

When asked the secret to a long life, 
Dorothy laughed and said that, in ad-
dition to having a great family, “I’ve al-
ways been interested in nutrition. I 
never smoked or drank, either.”

At the conclusion of the festivities, 
Dorothy thanked one and all.

“Everyone has been wonderful to 
celebrate my birthday,” she said.

Active and independent former nurse turns 103

Pocket News photo/Susan Laird
Dorothy Casalegno turned 103 years young at 
the Merrill Gardens retirement community this 
month. She credits her longevity to “a great 
family,” good nutrition and good health habits.
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By BENN HODAPP
Pocket News writer
benn@valcomnews.com

An afternoon on the golf 
course is one of the most re-
laxing things in the world. 
The smell of the grass, the 
birds chirping and a quiet 
stroll through a landscaped 
course can be a beautiful 
experience. Or it can be if 
you’re good at golf, anyway. 
For most of the people who 
play golf for “fun,” it ends 
up being a terribly frustrat-
ing experience, chock full of 
humiliation and less-than-
appropriate language.

St. Francis High School’s 
Ashley Noda and Briana 
Mao and former McClatchy 
High School’s Taryn Yee 
have probably never expe-
rienced such consternation 
on the links as the rest of 
us, for they are among the 
very best in the world at 
what they do. And on La-
bor Day weekend they will 
travel to Pebble Beach to 
put their skills to the test 
– again.

Noda, 16, was just three 
years old when she took her 
first hacks. She received a set 
of lefty clubs for Christmas 
that year and was hooked 
immediately. She demand-
ed of herself that she spend 
up to three hours a day at 
the driving range until her 
hands were raw and blis-
tered. When she was eight 
years old she began to lap 
the competition, and at the 
time the competition was 
all boys. By the time she 
turned 12, Ashley was play-
ing 18-hole tourneys – and 
winning them too.

Mao, 17, waited a little 
longer to get started. She 
was the ripe old age of six 
when she began her career.

“I never thought of it like 
I had talent (for golf ),” Mao 
said. This coming from 
someone who qualified for 
a tournament across the 
country in Georgia at the 
age of six. She, too, got big-
ger and stronger and before 
long she was winning more 
tournaments than she knew 
what to do with.

Yee, 18, was a competi-
tive tennis player before ex-
changing her racket for a 
three-iron. She didn’t start 
taking golf seriously un-
til she was 10. She chose 

Teenage golf trio takes on Pebble Beach – for the second time

Photo courtesy of Briana Mao
Local junior golfers from C.K. McClatchy and St. Francis high schools have been 
selected to play at Pebble Beach in the Home Care & Hospice First Tee Open 
over Labor Day weekend. Left to right, Ashley Noda (St. Francis H.S.), Taryn Yee 
(McClatchy H.S.), Briana Mao (St. Francis H.S.).

to play golf because it let 
her spend more time with 
her father. But as it turned 
out, she was a natural. With 
her parents working many 
hours, the Little Linkers 
program was something for 
Taryn to do with her time. 
It wasn’t long before she 
started dominating too.

Eventually all three girls 
joined the First Tee pro-
gram. The First Tee of 
Greater Sacramento has a 
tour for boys and girls be-
tween the ages of 12 to18 
called the Junior Tour. In 
2009, the three girls applied 
for entry into a Champi-
ons Tour event to be played 
at Pebble Beach called the 
Home Care & Hospice First 
Tee Open. Juniors ages 15-
18 from across the country 
applied. Participants were 
chosen based on “playing 
ability and comprehension 
of the life skills and core 
lessons learned through in-
volvement with The First 
Tee,” according to a press 
release from The First Tee.

All three of the girls made 
the cut. They spent a week 
down at Pebble Beach soak-
ing it all in and playing be-
fore a national audience. 
Pebble Beach is one of the 
most famous courses in the 
world, so naturally the im-
mediate reactions were ones 

of awe and goose bump-in-
ducing wonder for the three 
youngsters.

Mao recalled her reac-
tion on the Tuesday morn-
ing before the event when 
she played her first practice 
round.

“Oh my gosh, I’m about 
to play Pebble Beach,” Mao 
said.

“It was amazing,” recalled 
Yee of her first impression 
of the course. “It never en-
tered my mind that I would 
one day play Pebble Beach.”

“It is such a magical place,” 
said Noda. “It’s so different 
being on the course as op-
posed to watching on TV. It 
was a breathtaking experi-
ence.”

Each junior golfer was 
paired with an amateur golf-
er and a professional from the 
Champions Tour (former-
ly the Senior PGA Tour) for 
the three day event. Noda was 
paired with Isao Aoki; Yee 
with Jim Thorpe and Mao 
with Mark O’Meara. They 
got to meet a number of the 
world’s most famous golfers 
such as Hale Irwin, Tom Kite 
and Peter Jacobsen.

The girls became friends 
with the golfers throughout 
the week. They talked about 
golf, family and everything in 

See Golfers, page 24
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By STEVE 
DEBENEDETTI-
EMANUEL
Pocket News columnist
steve@rivercitycounseling.com

In my previous articles 
in this series, I discussed 
the adjustments that par-
ents need to make when 
their teen leaves for col-
lege, which includes the 
need to recognize that 
younger siblings are also 
having struggles. In this 
article, I am focusing on 
how parents can help their 
family’s adjustment when 
their teen attends college 
locally and lives at home.

You & Your Teen

Adjusting to your ‘staying at home’ college student
During my senior year of 

high school I applied and 
was accepted to a school 
several hours away. Late 
in the year, I was badly 
injured in a car accident, 
and my plans fell apart. 
I remained at home for 
a year and attended the 
local community college. 
It was the right deci-
sion, but I was devastat-
ed, as I was READY to 
leave home, be free of  my 
parents, and do whatever 
first year college students 
do when left to make 
their own decisions. 

Like me, countless high 
school graduates contin-

ue living at home after 
high school, rather than 
go away for school. Be it 
for financial, medical, or 
any of  many other rea-
sons, community colleges 
are often the best option 
for recent graduates. 

In spite of  this, it ’s im-
portant to anticipate that 
many of  the same diffi-
culties that arise when 
your teen leaves for col-
lege will exist, and your 
family will go through an 
adjustment period. Rath-
er than risk unnecessary 
conflict, it ’s best to be 
proactive and have a frank 
conversation, in which 
you both share your con-
cerns, hopes and expecta-
tions and listen to your 
teen’s responses. 

A good starting point 
is to help your teen make 
plans and set goals for 
this year and beyond. 
Much that you’d hope 
that he or she would 
transfer to U.C. Berkeley, 
it ’s crucial to recognize 
that your teen is an adult 
and needs to make deci-
sions on his or her own. 
Thus your job is to guide 
and support him or her 
in whatever the goals may 
be (within reason,) rath-

er than trying to force 
your agenda.

On a practical level, it ’s 
crucial to discuss chang-
es in your teen’s sched-
ule and the impact they 
will have on the family. 
With night classes, study 
groups and social out-
ings, it makes sense that 
your teen will be com-
ing and going pretty fre-
quently. Although your 
teen shouldn’t have the 
same flexibility as he or 
she would have if  living 
in the dorms, it makes 
sense to extend or dis-
continue curfew. At the 
same time, you shouldn’t 
have to tiptoe around the 
house, as you get ready 
for work, just because 
your teen wants to sleep 
until noon.

Another topic is house-
hold responsibilities. 
Even though much of 
your teen’s time will be 
spent outside the house, 
it ’s important that he or 
she be an active member 
of  the family. If, for exam-
ple, your teen has always 
fed the dog and taken out 
the trash, the responsi-
bilities shouldn’t change, 
just because college has 
begun. And if  you feel 

strongly about the fami-
ly having dinner together 
on Sunday nights, it ’s re-
alistic to insist that this 
continue.

It’s also crucial to dis-
cuss finances. As much 
as community colleges 
are much more afford-
able than universities, it ’s 
important to recognize 
that your teen’s expenses 
will increase significant-
ly. Regardless of  your ex-
pectations regarding fi-
nancial contributions, it ’s 
important to discuss the 
issue honestly. Your teen 
is now an adult, and this 
is the perfect opportuni-
ty to educate him or her 
on adult responsibilities. 

Ultimately, your teen’s 
graduation and move 
into college, regardless 
of  the location of  his or 
her school, will be a pe-
riod of  great transition, 
and challenges are inev-
itable. In order to mini-
mize the difficulties and 
shorten the adjustment 
period, frank conversa-
tions are important. If 
both you and your teen 
are able to speak open-
ly and listen to the other, 
this period will be as easy 
as possible.
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GREAT VALUE
Great opportunity for a wonderful home within the 
Didion School boundaries. This spacious 3Bedroom 
has a downstairs bedroom and bath, soaring living room 
ceilings and separate upstairs master suite and laundry 
area. Generous side yard may be large enough to park 
a boat or small RV. See www.6950northshoreway.
canbyours.com $239,500

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

CUSTOM HALFPLEX
Custom Half-plex in Riverlake Dutra Bends upscale 
neighborhood. Walking distance to the Sacramento River, 
walk/jog walkway, Marriott Park, Garcia Bend Park & boat 
launch. Plantation shutters, gas log fireplace. Hardwood 
floors in kit & breakfast area. 1 bedroom & full bath down-
stairs. Newer tile type roof. Inviting pool & spa in backyard. 
See www.7706RioBarcoWay.com $279,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

4215 Freeport Blvd.
454-5753

OAKSHORE
Highly regarded Architect Donald Joseph Fugina's own 
home! Has more updgrades than you can imagine. 3 hvac 
systems, fully cased arched windows, 2 water heaters, 7 
skylights, Wolf, Sub Zero & Bosch appliances, whole house 
fan, sound system, custom wall/window coverings &10 ft 
ceilings. Pool in private yard.  See www.7773OakBayCir.
com $845,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

Visit Our Web Site: www.dunniganrealtors.com

4 CAR TANDEM GARAGE
Amazing 5 bedroom, 3 bath on a beautiful cul-de-sac 
in Riverlake. Huge 4 car tandem gar. Built in 2002. 
Spectacular curb appeal. Large kitchen overlooking 
spacious FR. Gorgeous spiraling staircase, fabulous 
granite in kit, fireplaces in master &FR. Master w/
balcony, huge walk in closet & jetted roman tub.  See 
www.7618NorthlandDr.com  $712,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

2 STORY CONDO
Desirable location. Beautiful grounds, tile countertops 
in kitchen with extra butcher block counter, Jack & Jill 
bath upstairs w/ two separate sinks, large indoor laundry 
area. Many built-in cabinets in garage. Wonderful com-
munity pool. Close to transportation & shopping. Don't 
Miss It!!  See www.805crestwaterln.epropertysites.
com  $143,000

KAREN SANDSTROM 803-0530

GREENHAVEN BEAUTY
Immaculate, spacious, single story home in lovely location. 
Custom home with updated kitchen & baths, beautiful yards, 
newer central heat & air, fresh interior & exterior paint. 
Wonderful curb appeal - this home shows like a model. See 
www.924GreenstarWay.epropertysites.com $345,000

NANCY WEGGE 600-5458
LISA MARTIS 612-7548

THE ISLANDS AT RIVERLAKE
Practically new home built in 2008. Over $30K in upgrades in-
cluding surround sound, entry way marble, custom trimmed win-
dows, GE Profile appliances in kitchen w/gas cook top. Upgraded 
bathrooms & cabinets throughout. Built-in office space upstairs. 
See www.8062LindaIsleLn.isnowforsale.com $369,000

LEIGH RUTLEDGE 612-6911
BILL HAMBRICK 600-6528

PARK PLACE SOUTH
One Story 2Bd 2Ba Half-plex Home in Park Place South. 
Great room with fireplace. 3 solar tube sky lights, 3 ceiling 
fans, covered patio, 2 orange trees, 1 mandarin orange tree. 
Homeowner's Association dues of $150 per month cover 
the roof, exterior paint, front lawn maintenance, and tennis 
courts.   See www.1208RoseTreeWay.com $189,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

DESIRABLE ROSEMONT LOCATION
Updated & Well-Maintained 4 Bedroom Home w/Pool & 
Garden. Recent Updates (2009) include New Roof, Painted 
Exterior, Milgard Windows, New Driveway, Garage Door & 
Whole House Fan. Additional updates include Remodeled 
Kitchen w/tile flooring & countertops, lighting & appliances. 
Open Floor Plan w/Formal Dining Area, Family Room & Spa-
cious Master.  See www.8985GlenAlderWy.com $259,000

LINDA WOOD 802-8042

SINGLE STORY
Pr ide  o f  owne r sh ip .   3  bed room,  2  Ba th , 
s i ng l e  s t o ry  w i th  fami ly  room.  Roof  6y r s 
n ew,  C H & A  6 y r s  n ew.   F u l l  g r a n i t e  i n 
k i t c h e n  &  b a t h r o o m s .   N o  c a r p e t i n g . . . . 
b e a u t i f u l 1 8  i n c h  t i l e  f l o o r s  t h r o u g h o u t . 
S e e  w w w. 7 5 1 8 i s l a n d w a y. e p r o p e r t y s i t e s .
com $233 ,500

JOHN WONG 531-7150

PENDING!
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7679 El Rito Way
You must see the interior of this 
home. Beautifully updated w/one 
of the nicest kitchens you will see! 
Granite counter, decorator cabinets, 
raised dining bar, blt in butlers pan-
try w/glass doors, loads of storage.  
$379,000
SuSiE K. PaRKER • 421-3546

751 Bell Russell Way • $533,000
Meena chan lee • 837-9104

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

1016 coBBle shoRes DRive, $1,475,000
susie K. PaRKeR • 768-8494

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ low introductory cost
★ start anytime
★ live classes

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthly cash Flow
★ tenant screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907

713 CECilyn Way
2 Bedroom 2 bath home nestled in 
the Pocket area close to shopping, 
freeway and schools. Exterior in 
good shape with newer roof. Inside 
ver y roomy over 1200 sq feet, 
vaulted ceilings, brick fireplace, 
decent size backyard. $174,000
MEEna Chan lEE • 837-9104

“…For Fine older homes and 
quality newer homes”

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

PENDING
904 CobblEShoRES dRivE
Not a Short Sale or REO! Great plan 
with separate family room, open to 
kitchen and well laid out for access 
to yard and built-in barbecue. Mas-
ter bedroom with sitting area. Mas-
ter bath has double sink, tub and 
separate shower. $298,500
SuSiE K. PaRKER • 421-3546

849 ShEllWood Way
Tremendous Value great loca-
tion. Spacious living room. 
Master bedroom suite with large 
retreat. Pool size yard and much 
more. $220,000
angEla adaMS • 761-9505

JUST LISTED:
19 bliSS RivER Ct
This is a 4 bedroom 2.5 bath home in a great neighbor-
hood. The owners have kept this home up meticulously. 
This home offers 2, 522 square feet on a quarter acre lot 
with formal dining area and separate family room with 3 
car garage. Beutifully landscaped pool size lot. Home has 
newer kitchen appliances and plantation shutters. Dual 
pane windows throughout the home. Located at the end 
of a cul-de-sac.
SuSiE K. PaRKER 768-8494

“sign”
language

“sign”
language

For over 34 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

v
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‘Bandit’s Buddies’ fundraiser 
a doggone success
By CELIA GREEN
Pocket News writer

While other students are scrambling to fin-
ish their Senior Projects, Otto Ducey will be 
at ease, since he finished his Senior Project in 
late July, before his senior year even began, by 
raising funds for the Sacramento Police De-
partment K9 Unit.

“Our goal was to raise $998, to purchase 
two cooling units and a fan for the dogs,” Du-
cey said. “We ended up with $1,032.”

Money was raised by selling “Bandit’s Bud-
dies” bracelets and local businesses Dude, 
Where’s My Yogurt and Subway (both in the 
Promenade Shopping Center) gave a portion 
of proceeds from one night to the fund. In ad-
dition, many friends and neighbors made cash 
donations.

Bandit is a four-year-old German Shepherd 
who was shot in the line of duty in March of 
this year. He returned to work a month lat-
er and served, with his partner Officer Gary 
Dahl, as Grand Marshal in the Pocket’s 4th of 
July parade.

“Of course, we will always accept dona-
tions,” Dahl said. “We’ll be getting two 
more K9 officers in September, and possi-
bly a third. That third officer will need a 
vest. And the vests don’t last forever. After 
about five years the Kevlar doesn’t protect 
you like it should, so new vests have to be 
purchased.”

“I’m really grateful that so many people 
contributed, and that businesses like ‘Sub-
way’ and ‘Dude, Where’s My Yogurt?’ were 

able to take part in such a great experi-
ence that will benefit the dogs who serve 
everyday in the police force,” Ducey said. 
“I would also like to give a special thanks 
to my friends, neighbors, and family, and 
of course to Kathi Windheim, who came 
up with the idea and helped me the whole 
way.”

For more information, or to donate, visit 
www.spdk9.org.

Pocket News photo/Celia Green
Bandit’s Buddies in the Pocket successfully raised $1,000 
for two cooling units and a fan for the K9s who protect 
and serve the community with their human partners. Otto 
Ducey, left, presents a check to Sacramento Police Officer 
Gary Dahl and Bandit, his German Shepherd K9 partner. 
Bandit survived being shot in the line of duty earlier this 
year. Future fundraisers may go to purchasing Kevlar vests 
for K9s.
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Special to The Pocket News

Cub Scout Pack 259 re-
turned recently from their an-
nual summer camp at Camp 
Lassen, in the Sierra foothills.

Camp activity includ-
ed boating, fitness, archery, 

Pocket Cub Scouts have rich history
handicrafts, campfires, and 
more. Pack 259 is based in the 
Greenhaven-Pocket neigh-
borhood and is sponsored by 
the Elks Lodge No. 6.

The Pack was formed over 50 
years ago and has a rich histo-
ry. There are events scheduled 

year-round. These are open to 
boys in the first through fifth 
grades. First and second grad-
ers are especially welcome to 
join, to begin their Cub Scout 
experience at the beginning 
ranks as the older boys gradu-
ate to the Boy Scouts. 

Interested parties are en-
couraged to visit http://pack-
259sacramento.org, and/
or contact Cubmaster Sta-
cy Redmond at (916) 399-
4228.

Photo courtesy
Happy campers: the Pocket area’s Cub Scout Pack 259 enjoyed many fun activities at their annual summer camp at Camp 
Lassen in the Sierra foothills. They hiked, learned how to survive in the great outdoors, learned important life lessons and 
much, much more.
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By SALLY KING
Pocket News writer

Tall and lean, Chad 
Sweitzer had a conta-
gious smile on his face as 
he begins to talk about 
his new role as principle 
of  John F. Kennedy High 
School.

“ I want to bring back 
good culture, good ath-
letes and a strong student 
curriculum,” Sweitzer 
said. “ I am going to focus 
on meeting graduation re-
quirements.”

Sweitzer was the prin-
cipal at Sutter Middle 
School for three years. 
Prior to that he was as-
sistant principal at Ken-
nedy from 2004 through 
2006. He has come full 
circle and said he is hap-
py to be back.

Linda Okada, office 
manager at Sutter Mid-
dle School, said he will be 
sorely missed.

“Chad is unique in his 
administrative style in 
that he brings the no-non-
sense demeanor of  author-
ity, the compassion and 
guidance of  a counselor 
and the common sense of 
an educator whose experi-
ence is such that nothing 
surprises him anymore,” 
Okada said.

Sweitzer said he enjoys 
working with the stu-
dents, getting involved in 
activities such as sports 
and rallies.

“ I see Kennedy being 
very competitive this year 
in sports,” Sweitzer said. 
“ We are back to the old 
metro system and great 
rivalries.”

Sweitzer grew up in 
Greenhaven, off  Rieth-
muth Way. He attend-
ed Caroline Wenzel Ele-
mentary School and Sam 
Brannan Middle School. 
He graduated from Ken-
nedy in 1990. Sweitzer 
lives in Elk Grove with 
his wife of  13 years, and 
two children, ages 10 and 
6 years old. 

Sweitzer remembers his 
physical education teach-
ers and coaches mentor-
ing him as a young stu-
dent and from an early 
age he wanted to work in 
the field of  education.

Sweitzer ’s career began 
as a counselor at Luther 
Burbank High School. 
He said when the posi-
tion opened up at Ken-
nedy; he thought this 
was his chance to be back 
home.

“ I want a personal con-
nection with the stu-
dents,” Sweitzer said. “ I 
want students to be able 
to remember me as some-
one they can trust and 
have fun with. I enjoy be-
ing silly and goofy.”

Sweitzer said as part of 
the focus for graduation 
requirements, he believes 
early intervention articu-
lation works to help stu-
dents from dropping out 
of  high school. He said 
when eighth graders vis-
it high school and become 
familiar with the layout, 
the students and teach-
ers, it is no longer a scary 

place and the transition is 
easier.

Sweitzer said the school 
has lost a tremendous 
amount of  money due 
to budget cuts and will 
be looking to parents to 
help with school supplies 
and needed items like tis-
sues. 

Kennedy has a staff  of 
85 people and five school 
counselors. Sweitzer 
wants the staff  to feel 
like a family. He said the 
teachers at Kennedy love 
to work with the stu-
dents.

Kennedy has a program 
called ASSETS, which 
stands for After-School 
Safety and Enrichment 
for Teens and serves up 
to 250 students. Sweitzer 
said it is a great program 
that provides a study hall 
and tutoring, a safe place 
for teens to hang out af-
ter school.

“ I want a school where 
students know that peo-
ple care about them and 
there are high expecta-
tions of  the students,” 
Sweitzer said.

Know your neighbor

Kennedy High’s new principal 
focused on bringing back good 
campus culture, strong academics

Pocket News photo/Sally King
Chad Sweitzer’s academic journey has come full circle, from his time as a student 
in the Greenhaven area to his new job as principal at John F. Kennedy High 
School.
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CARPET/ UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

COMPUTER SERVICES

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

CALL 444-0551

DON’T WAIT–BEAT THE HEAT!
Season Special

A/C Check-up–$85.00

REBATES/TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE/ ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS 

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 
 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

 LIC# 696355

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News 

Home Improvement page

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

ADDITION SPECIALIST YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Sunshine Electrical

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca Lic # 633853 Liability Insured 

ELECTRICAL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!
Residential Specialist

Security Lighting
Computer Circuits Etc

Spa Electrical
New Houses/Additions

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

FENCING

BUILDER

FULL SERVICE CLEANING
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WORK GUaRaNtEED / SENIOR DISCOUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

PLUMBING

  

office 442-7586 mobile 204-4090
Located on corner of 7th and Riverside Boulevard

25% Discount for all new customers with this ad
(discount applies to labor only)

Water Heater   Disposal    Faucets
Sewer & Drain Cleaning/Video Camera Inspections

We sPeCiAliZe in
•Copper repipe •Sewer and water line replacements •Gas lines - installed

Full Service
Keith & Harry StaleyRiverside Plumbing 

 Lic# 338816 C-36 

handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RaIN GUttER CLEaNING
• ROtOtILLING/& SOD PLaCEMENt
• CONCREtE REMOVaL
• yaRD CLEaN-UP/HaULING
• PRESSURE WaSHING

SPECIaLS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING tHE aREa FOR OVER 10 yRS*

lic#128758/Ref

YARD MAKE-OVERS!

landscaping

Terra bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430 or 802-9897

LaNDSCaPING

• Full yard maintenance
• one time clean-up
• sprinkler repair

gardening maintenance
“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

b & T upholstery & Repair

UPHOLStERy 

Furniture
upholstery at 

its finest

1600-B Kitchner Rd., Sacto 95822
916/392-1959 • 916/995-7177

* senior Discounts
www.bandtupholstery.com

FREEDOM
HaNDyMaN SERVICES

HaNDyMaN

no Job Too smAll!
Call Eric

(916) 470-3488

Free up your time from those 
pesky unwanted jobs!

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement!
–Plumbing – Carpentry – electrical
– yard Care – Hauling – sprinklers

Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

LaNDSCaPING

HaNDyMaN SERVICE

PaINtING

HaNDyMaN

yOUR SERVICES aRE NEEDED
CaLL Melissa tODay tO PLaCE yOUR aD

(916) 429-9901

your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News

Home Improvement page
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Pressure washing! 
gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, 
pressure washing/power spray, hauling, yard 
work,  painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-
up, fence repairs, light tree trimming, & more. 
Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247. specials for 
seniors. Licensed.

Perfec t gift!
Pet Portraits
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

PersonaL assistant
PersonaL assistant
Do you need a care provider, private driver, 
local or long distance in the Pocket/Greenhaven 
area? Available Mon/Wed/Fri. Call Rich at 916 
821-6110. 

bookkeePing
#1 BOOkkEEPER
26 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & 
Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. 
Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820.. www.taxirene.info

coMPuters
got coMPuter ProbLeMs?
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $35/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area, travel charge will apply. Problem not fixed? 
No pay! Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 
296-7161

handyMan
handyMan serVices
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 
908942. call steven at 230-2114.

Call Melissa at 429-9901 and place your ad today!

Old Land Park, 1700+ sq ft, 3 
bdrms, 1 ba, Living rm w/fireplc, 
din rm, new roof/new paint, Cent 
H&A, basement, extra rm w/pri-

vate entrance.

Jeri Hromada
916.761.6734

jeri.hromada@prurealty.com
DRE#01324435

Lovingly Maintained $354,900
2644 17th Street

Sell your car! 429-9901

adVertise  your rentaLs

Call 429-9901

tax PreParer
#1 tax PreParer
26 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including all State returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

Lab up for adoption

Large - 10 mo. 
Female Yellow Lab

Purebred
Spayed – all shots current

Free to a loving home/needs 
guidance and training 

Call (916)  215-9496

OLD GUNS WANTED

 (916) 531-5972

wanted

Also want 
Parker & L.C. Smith

double barrel shotguns.
Cash paid. 

 Have PetS For SaLe? or Pet
SuPPLieS For SaLe?

CaLL vaLLeY CoMMunitY
newSPaPerS

For rateS

Call  429-9901

NEW WEBSITE!
GARAGE SALE
INFORMATION

garage saLes

Advertise & search
for FREE

BeaverJack.com

Place your ad today!
Call 429-9901

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is the sec-
ond of a two-part series about 
the Riverside area’s historic Sut-
ter School.

Through the respons-
es of some of the five for-
mer students who were in-
terviewed for this article, 
it was discovered that the 
school grounds also in-
cluded a baseball diamond, 
teeter-totters and swings. 
Children also found plen-
ty of spots to play jacks and 
marbles.

Takata said that there 
was another feature on the 
school grounds that she 
fondly remembers.

“I remember that there 
was a real big, beauti-
ful rose bush at the front 
of the school in the yard,” 
Takata said. “If you faced 
the front of the school, it 
was to the left, right next 
to the Machados, who lived 
next door.”

Yager, who mentioned 
Sutter School’s annual 
Christmas plays among her 
favorite memories of the 
school, added that most of 
the schoolchildren walked 
to Sutter School, since rid-
ing a school bus was not an 
available option.

And for many of these 
children, walking to school 
was a social event that gave 
them additional time to en-
joy the company of their 
friends.

But once at school, the 
school’s first through 
eighth grade students were 
required to become more 

serious as they concentrat-
ed on their studies.

After lining up in front 
of the school, near the 
flagpole, the children made 
their way into three sep-
arate classrooms, which 
were divided based on the 
grade levels of the stu-
dents. Originally, howev-

er, the school had housed 
a single classroom for all 
of its students.

Most former students 
of the school remem-
ber Sutter School teach-
ers, Gertrude Campbell 
(also the school’s princi-
pal) and Emma (Fortado) 
James. Other teachers at 

the school at various times 
were: Miss Blackwell, Le-
onilda Lewis, Miss Nea-
lis, Miss Baird and Mabel 
Wakefield.

Like other former stu-
dents of the school, Pow-
ell had nothing but good 

Old Sutter School building holds many fond memories for former students

Pocket News photo/Lance Armstrong
Sutter School was located in this Riverside area Spanish mission-style structure, which has been home to Cabrillo Civic Club #5 since 1954.

See Sutter School, page 23
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things to say about her 
teachers. 

“Mrs. Campbell and Mrs. 
James were our teachers and 
I liked them very much,” 
Powell said. “ They real-
ly were sweet ladies. They 
used (a ruler), but I don’t 
remember anybody ever 
getting hit.”

Greenslate, however, said 
that she remembers stu-
dents getting tapped on the 
backs of their hands by the 
school’s teachers as a gener-
al warning “to be silent or to 
calm down.”

Takata, who attended the 
school from 1928 to 1936, 
named the classes that were 
offered at the school.

“We had music class 
every day.” Takata said. 
“Maybe so many minutes, 
a half  an hour maybe. Mrs. 
Campbell played the pia-
no and I can still (visual-
ize) her playing the pia-
no. And of course, we had 
geography and history. I 
don’t know how the teach-
ers worked everything in. 
They must have had some 
kind of a schedule. I think 
we had math every day. 
Well, arithmetic, we didn’t 
call it math. And we had 
spelling every day and 
English every day.”

The students were also 
graded on penmanship 
and participated in phys-
ical education and draw-
ing.

Takata added that she 
was very fortunate to have 
received her elementary 

school education at Sutter 
School.

“You know, you can’t get 
that kind of education any 
place else,” Takata said. 
“When I went to middle 
school and high school, I 
realized how much more I 
had gotten out of (Sutter 
School) than people who 
went to the regular city 
schools.”

Takata said that after 
school, when most of the 
students left to Japanese 
school, the school’s janitor 
arrived at the school.

“ The Masons also lived 
next door and (Louise 
Baggestos, grandmoth-
er of Sutter School stu-
dents, Walter “Ike” and 
John “Griff ” Mason) used 
to be our janitor,” Takata 
said. “We used to call her 
Grandma Mason. She was 
from the old country (pos-
sibly Germany), I guess. 
She spoke with a real 
strong accent and I could 
hardly understand her.”

Greenslate, who attend-
ed Sutter School from 
1929 to 1934, said that 
the school, which some-
time between 1925 and 
1929 had two addition-
al wings added to its orig-
inal structure, served as an 
important bridge between 
the old Lisbon schools of 
the Riverside-Pocket area 
and John Cabrillo Ele-
mentary School at 1141 
Seamas Ave.

“ The founders of  the 
private Lisbon schools 

of  the Pocket were the 
farmers who settled in 
the area,” said Greens-
late, whose mother, Maria 
“Mamie” Machado joined 
John “Griff ” Mason as one 
of  Sutter School’s first 
two graduates in 1915. 
“ These schools were built 
in the mid to late 1800s 
into the early 1900s. As 
the population increased 
from the Pocket area 
into the Riverside area in 
farming and homes, it ne-
cessitated a need for an-
other school, which was 
Sutter School, which was 
a public school of  Sacra-
mento County. Eventual-
ly, a more modern school 
with more extensive facil-
ities, including a cafete-
ria, in the area was needed 
and the location of  Sutter 
School could not provide 
this. This led to the con-
struction of  John Cabrillo 
Elementary School at its 
present site.”

Yager said that she is 
grateful that the old Sut-
ter School building is still 
standing about a century 
after it was constructed.

“It brings back old-time 
memories to see the school 
today,” Yager said. “ I think 
that that’s interesting that 
that place has been around 
as long as it has. And it 
has not changed much. 
They’ve retained the same 
structure all of these years. 
I ’m glad that (the old Sut-
ter School building) is still 
around.”

Sutter School: Children found plenty of spots to play jacks and marbles
Continued from page 22

Photo courtesy of PHCS
Schoolchildren gather in front of Sutter School in this c. 1925 photograph.

Photo courtesy of PHCS
The old Sutter School is shown in its abandoned state in this 1953 photograph.

“It brings back old-time memories to 
see the school today…”
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International Food Court:
Mexican, Filipino, Nigerian, Italian, German, Irish, Greek

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Snow Cones, Dessert Waffles

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: susan@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

September

Medical Care in Calif.
Sept. 1: “The Doctor is In: Medical Care 
in California.” Learn valuable tips and hints 
about health care from Dept. of Consum-
er Affairs information experts. Sponsored 
by Take Charge California @ Your Library. 
Free. 12 noon. West Meeting Room, Cen-
tral Library, 828 I St., Sac. (916) 264-2920
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Senior Wednesday Club
Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: The Senior Wednes-
day Club meets to chat, play bridge, pinoch-
le or bingo. Free. Bring a brown-bag lunch. 
Free coffee, tea and dessert. Meets Wednes-
days. 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Mission Oaks 
Community Building, 4701 Gibbons Dr., 
Carmichael. Myrt (916) 348-8114
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tea and Talk Book Club
Sept. 1: Adults, bring a tea cup, sip tea and 
discuss this month’s featured book, “Zeitoun” 
by Dave Eggers. Free. 10 a.m. Belle Cooledge 
Library, 5600 South Land Park Dr., Sac. 
(916) 264-2920, www.saclibrary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: All area business 
people invited to hone their speaking skills. 
Noon–1:15 p.m., every Wed. River City 
Speakers Toastmasters Club, Coco’s Restau-
rant, 1830 Arden Way, Sac. (916) 747-8282
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Big Band Dance
Sept. 2: Dance to the rhythms of the Big Band 
era. Every Thurs. $5 admission. 1:15 p.m.–3:45 
p.m. Mission Oaks Community Center, 4701 
Gibbons Dr., Carmichael. (916) 972-0336
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Disabled American Veterans
Sept. 2, Oct. 7, Nov. 4, Dec. 2: Ray Clark 
Chapter No. 35 of the Disabled American 
Veterans. First Thursdays, 7 p.m., Veterans’ 
Memorial Building, Carmichael Park, 5750 
Grant Ave., (corner Fair Oaks Blvd. & Sue 
Palm Dr). All disabled veterans invited to 
attend. (916) 635-7608
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: 12-Step group for 
those who struggle with obesity, food ob-
session or eating disorders. Meets Thurs-
days. 9 a.m. St. Andrews United Method-
ist Church, 6201 Spruce Ave., Sac. (800) 
600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of East Sacramento
Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Hear guest speakers 
address local, regional and international top-
ics. Visitors welcome. 12:15 p.m.–1:15 p.m., 
every Thurs. Salvation Army Dining Hall, 
2550 Alhambra Blvd., Sac. www.rotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Hear guest speak-
ers address local, regional and internation-
al topics. Visitors welcome. 7:30 a.m., every 
Thurs. Aviators Restaurant, 6151 Freeport 
Blvd., Sac. Kelly Byam (916) 684-6854.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sutterville Heights Optimist Club
Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Come enjoy com-
munity speakers and community proj-
ects for youth. 12 noon., every Thurs. Avi-
ators Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. 
Cliff  (916) 427-2698 or Mary-Jo at (916) 
691-3059
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Improve your lan-
guage skills and lose fear of speaking in 
front of people with Toastmaster club Los 
Oradores. Una oportunidad unica para me-

jorar sus habilidades bilingues y super-
ar el temor de hablar delante de gente con 
nuestro club Los Oradores de la organiza-
cion de Toastmasters. Thursdays/Jueves, 
6:45 p.m. 2118 K St., Sac. Teri Bulling-
ton (916) 723-6232, teri.bullington@gmail.
com, www.sacramentotoastmasters.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Point West
Sept. 3, 10, 17, 24: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international top-
ics. Visitors welcome. 7 a.m., every Fri. Red 
Lion Inn, 1401 Arden Wy., Sac. www.point-
westrotary.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimists of Sacramento
Sept. 3, 10, 17, 24: Soroptimist Inter-
national of Sacramento South, a service 
club for business and professional wom-
en, meets Fridays. 11:15 a.m.–12:45 
p.m. Casa Garden Restaurant, 2760 
Sutterville Rd., Sac. Barbara McDonald, 
(916) 363-6927
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Chalk It Up Sacramento 
Sept. 4: Art, kids’ creative corner, food, live 
music, beer garden, crafts, fun for the whole 
family. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. Fremont Park, 16th 
& Q streets, Sac. www.ChalkItUp.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle with obesity, food obsession 
or eating disorders. Meets Saturdays. 8 a.m. 
Mercy General Hospital North Auditori-
um, 4001 J St., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Urban Farm Stand
Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25: Soil Born Farms’ new-
est urban agricultural project, a farm stand 
featuring seasonal, local and organic fruits 
and vegetables. Saturdays from 9 a.m.–1 
p.m. www.soilborn.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Chrome & Color car show, art exhibit
Sept. 5: If you have a car 1972 or earlier, 
please join us and enter your car. Vintage 
automobiles, live music, special lunch deals. 
Free to enter, free to enjoy. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. 
Artistic Edge, 1880 Fulton Ave., Sac. (916) 
482-2787
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle to maintain healthy relation-
ships. Meets Sundays. 2 p.m. Heritage Oaks 
Hospital, 4300 Auburn Blvd., Rm.101, Sac 
(866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community Sunday breakfast
Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26: Enjoy a delicious break-
fast of eggs Benedict, corned beef hash, Joe’s 
scramble, pancakes and more. 8:30 a.m.–11 
a.m, every Sun. $8. Elks Lodge No. 6, 6446 
Riverside Blvd. (at Florin Rd.), Sac. Proceeds 
benefit student scholarships. www.elks6.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Willy Wonka’
Sept. 5: Movie night at Fairytale Town fea-
turing “Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Fac-
tory.” Outdoor theater, lawn seating only. 
No outside food or beverages. Admission 
$5, Fairytale Town members receive 2-for-

1 admission, children ages 2 and under are 
free. Tickets available online, www.fairytale-
town.org. 3901 Land Park Dr., Sac. (916) 
808-7462
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle to maintain healthy relation-
ships. Meets Mondays. 7:30 p.m. Friends 
Community Church Fireside Room, 4001 E 
St., Sac. (866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Hatha yoga
Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27: Align the body through 
breathing techniques, postures and deep re-
laxation. 3 p.m.–4 p.m. Hart Senior Center, 
915 27th St., Sac. (916)808-5462. Meets 
every Mon. Repeats Wed., Fri.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of South Sacramento
Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international topics. 
Visitors welcome. 11:30 a.m., every Mon. 
Casa Garden Restaurant, 2760 Sutterville 
Rd., Sac. www.rotary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tai Chi & Chi Keung
Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27: Chinese exercise com-
bines specific movements and relaxation. 1:30 
to 2:30 p.m., Hart Senior Center, 915 27th 
St., Sac. Meets every Mon. (916) 808-5462
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27: Have fun while im-
proving speaking & leadership skills. 
Klassy Talkers Toastmasters. 7 p.m.–
8:30 p.m. Mondays. Executive Airport, 
6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Jan (916) 284-
4236, www.sacramentotoastmasters.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Big Band Dance
Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28: Dance to the rhythms 
of the Big Band era. Every Tues. $5 admis-
sion. 1:15 p.m.–3:45 p.m. Mission Oaks 
Community Center, 4701 Gibbons Dr., 
Carmichael. (916) 972-0336
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Dance Movement Therapy Classes
Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28: Cancer patients and 
survivors are invited to dance movement 
therapy classes taught by Nandi Szabo, a 
registered dance movement therapist. Free. 
Tuesdays through Nov. 9. Two times avail-
able: 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. or 6:30  p.m.–
8:30 p.m. Sutter Cancer Center, 2800 L St., 
Sac. Call (916) 529-1079 or email zoefoto-
ni@comcast.net to register.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

For more Calendar entries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

between. O’Meara even spent some time 
during a practice round to help Mao with 
her bunker play.

“Ever since then I have had no trouble 
with bunker shots,” she said.

One year later, the threesome is ready to 
go out and do it again. This year, 245 ju-
niors from across the country applied for 
the event. Altogether, 74 boys and girls 
were chosen. Once again, the names Noda, 
Mao and Yee will adorn the scoreboard at 
Pebble Beach.

“I’m really excited,” said Mao. “Ashley and 
I have been talking all week about how we 
can’t believe we get to go to Pebble Beach 

again. I can’t even concentrate on school 
right now.”

The girls, who have gotten to know 
each other over the past several years 
as opponents and friends, are ready for 
the challenge once more. Who knows if 
the views will be as majestic and dumb-
founding this time around, but regardless 
of outcome, these three likely won’t hook 
a dozen balls into the Pacific like the rest 
of us would.

The Home Care & Hospice First 
Tee Open, which takes place Sept. 3-5, 
will be televised nationally on the Golf 
Channel.

Golfers: ‘We can’t believe we 
get to go to Pebble Beach’
Continued from page 9
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Medicare counseling
Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28: Health Insurance 
Counseling & Advocacy Program (HICAP) 
offers free, unbiased information and assis-
tance with Medicare problems, help with 
health and long-term care insurance. HI-
CAP does not sell, endorse, or recommend 
insurance. Appts. every Tuesday with John 
Gallapaga, call (916) 376-8915 to schedule. 
For appts. in Spanish, call Marta Erismann 
at (916) 231-5110.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Recorder music group
Sept. 7: The Sacramento Recorder So-
ciety meets under the baton of Hanneke 
van Proosdij, a Bay Area early-music spe-
cialist. Newcomers welcome. 7 p.m.–9:15 
p.m. Please bring your instrument, a pen-
cil and a music stand. (916) 391-7520, 
www.sacrecorders.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Arden-Arcade
Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28: Hear guest speak-
ers address local, regional and inter-
national topics. Visitors welcome. 12 
noon, every Tues. Jackson Catering and 
Events, 1120 Fulton Ave., Sac. (916) 
925-2787, www.ardenarcaderotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Carmichael
Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28: Hear guest speakers ad-
dress local, regional and international topics. 
Visitors welcome. 6 p.m. Palm Street Pub 
& Grill, 6416 Fair Oaks Blvd., Carmichael. 
www.rotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Watercolor art show
Sept. 7–Oct. 2: “Go with the Flow 2010” 
juried art show, sponsored by the Wa-
tercolor Artists of Sacramento Horizons 
(WASH). Free. 11 a.m.–7 p.m. Tues.; 11 
a.m.–3 p.m. Wed.–Sun. Special 2nd Satur-
day opening Sept. 11 from 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 
p.m. Sacramento Fine Arts Center, 5330-
B Gibbons Dr., Sac. Patty Waggoner (916) 
361-3331
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Wine social
Sept. 7: Wine social to benefit the Sacra-
mento Children’s Home, featuring the Mi-
chael-David family of wines. Hors d’oeuvres, 
lunch (choice of Chicken Cordon Bleu or 
Chipotle Caesar Salad with Grilled Chicken 
Breast) and dessert (Chocolate Cream Cake 
Royale). $20 per person. Casa Garden Res-
taurant, 2760 Sutterville Rd., Sac. Reserva-
tions a must. (916) 452-2809
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Forensic genealogy
Sept. 8: Colleen Fitzpatrick will speak 
on “Forensic Genealogy: CSI Meets 
Roots, a Modern Approach to Family 
Research.” Sponsored by the Root Cel-
lar – Sacramento Genealogical Society. 
Free. 7 p.m.–8:30 p.m. Citrus Heights 
Community Clubhouse, 6921 Sylvan 
Rd., Citrus Hts. Sammie Hudgens (916) 
481-4930 www.rootcellar.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

History of Sacramento’s Chinatown
Sept. 8: Lawrence Tom, author of “Sacra-
mento’s Chinatown,” will discuss one of the 
oldest Chinese communities in America and 
share photos. 6:30 p.m. Free event. Copies 
of the book will be available for signing and 
purchase. Ella K. McClatchy Library, 2112 
22nd St., Sac. (916) 264-2920, www.sacli-
brary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Referrals Plus
Sept. 8, Oct. 13, Nov. 10, Dec. 8: 
Women in business helping each oth-
er in our businesses. 12:15 p.m.–1:30 
p.m., second Wednesdays. Primrose 
Sacramento, 7707 Rush River Dr., 
Sac. Kollen Powers (916) 691-3085, 
www.referralsplus.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Senior Health Fair
Sept. 8: Sacramento area YMCA hosts the 
9th annual Senior Health Fair.  Basic hear-
ing tests, lung function tests, blood pressure 
checks, door prizes, more. Free. 9:30 a.m.–
11:30 a.m. 2021 W St., Sac. Pat Wolfe 
(916) 452-9622 x101 patw@sacymca.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Seniors: simplify, organize
Sept. 8: Local seniors are invited to join 
residents for a special presentation by or-
ganization expert and relocation special-
ist Lee Mahla on “Nine Tips To Simpli-
fying and Organizing.” 6 p.m. Chateau at 
Carmichael Park senior living commu-
nity, 7125 Fair Oaks Blvd., Carmichael. 
(916) 481-7105
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

California Admission Day
Sept. 9: Celebrate California’s 160th birth-
day with cake and ice cream provided and 
served by the California State Capitol Mu-
seum Volunteer Assn. Enjoy the rousing 
music of the Sacramento Banjo Band, vol-
unteers dressed in period costumes. Free. 
11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. State Capitol, North 
Entrance Steps (L St.), 10th and L streets, 
Sac. (916) 324-0333
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mission Oaks Computer Club
Sept. 9: The Mission Oaks Computer Club 
will meet from 1 p.m.–3 p.m. Meeting top-
ic will be “The Future of Newspapers,” pre-
sented by Cosmo Garvin. Problem solving 
clinic to follow. First-time visitors welcome. 
Mission Oaks Community Center, 4701 
Gibbons Dr., Carmichael. (916) 366-1687, 
www.missionoakscomputerclub.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Walking Sticks
Sept. 9, Oct. 14, Nov. 18, Dec. 9: The na-
tion’s largest American Volkssport Assn.-af-
filiated walking club. Meets second Thurs-
days, 7 p.m. SMUD Customer Service 
Center, Forestview 1 meeting room, 6301 S 
St., Sac. Refreshments served. If you’d like 
to walk three miles before the meeting, meet 
at 5 p.m. in front of the SMUD Custom-
er Service Center building. Bring money for 
dinner after the walk. Gale at 364-5063 or 
www.SacramentoWalkingSticks.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Cook Realty Charity Golf Tournament
Sept. 10: 18th annual tournament to ben-
efit local programs. $50 per person (green 
fees, dinner & drinks) or $15 per per-
son (dinner & drinks only). Dinner, auc-
tion & raffle at 5:30 p.m. in the Cook Realty 
Courtyard. William Land Park Munici-
pal Golf Course. Tee times are from 10:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Contact Ed Daniels (916) 
204-6702
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Movie Night in the Park
Sept. 10:  Annual District 4 Movie 
Night in the Park . “ Toy Story” wil l 

be the feature presentation. Bring 
folding chairs, blankets. Complimen-
tary popcorn, sno-cones. No alco-
hol permitted . Free. Movie begins at 
dusk (about 7:45 p.m.). Reichmuth 
Park , 6135 Gloria Dr., Sac. , Visit 
Councilmember Rob Fong’s webpage 
at www.cityofsacramento.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Patriot Day Celebration dinner
Sept. 10: Come enjoy a dinner of Yan-
kee pot roast with all the trimmings, 
Tony rolls, green salad and all-Ameri-
can apple pie as our community honors 
those who serve and protect our nation 
and community. Special presentation to 
follow. No host cocktails at 6 p.m., din-
ner at 7 p.m. Tickets $16 at the Elks 
Lodge No. 6, 6446 Riverside Blvd. (at 
Florin Rd.), Sac. No ticket sales after 
Sept. 7. www.elks6.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Wine, Beer & Food Extravaganza
Sept. 10: Enjoy open tastings from area 
vintners and craft breweries, along with a 
bevy of foods and desserts in the Quad at 
Christian Brother’s High School. 6 p.m.–10 
p.m. Outdoors under the stars. For reserva-
tions, visit www.cbhswinetasting.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bariatric Surgery Informational Seminar
Sept. 11, Oct. 2, Nov. 6, Dec. 4: Learn all 
about what bariatric surgery is and is not. 
10 a.m.–12 p.m. Bruceville Terrace Multi-
purpose Room, 8151 Bruceville Rd., Sac. 
Rondi Crowley (916) 423.5909.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Basic vegetable gardening tips
Sept. 11: Urban gardener James Bridges 
will discuss how to determine a garden site, 
preparation of the soil, tools needed, water-
ing and fertilizing. He will offer a general 
overview on biodynamic square foot garden-
ing techniques and answer questions. Free. 2 
p.m. Arden-Dimick Library, 891 Watt Ave., 
Sac. (916) 264-2920, www.saclibrary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food preservation demo
Sept. 11: The Sacramento County UC Co-
operative Extension Master Food Preserv-
ers will present “All Dried Up!” A basic in-
tro to safe dehydration techniques. Free. 10 
a.m.–Noon. Sacramento Cooperative Ex-
tension Office, 4145 Branch Center Rd., Sac. 
(916) 875-6913
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Jensen Garden workdays
Sept. 11, Oct. 9, Nov. 6, Dec. 4: 
Friends of the Jensen Botanical Garden 
garden workday. 9 a.m.–1 p.m. Bring 
work gloves, hand pruners and your 
lunch. Come join with other volunteers 
to keep the garden beautiful all year. 
8520 Fair Oaks Blvd., Carmichael.  
Tracy Kerth (916) 485-5322 ext. 23, 
tracy@carmichaelpark.com
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of this 15,387 square foot li-
brary.

Mayor Kevin Johnson said 
it is an impressive building.

“It feels like a Borders in 
the middle of the Green-
haven-Pocket area,” John-
son said. “It has a big meet-
ing room, public computers, 
it is kid-friendly and energy 
efficient. A real tribute to 
Robbie Waters.”

Many Sacramento City 
Council members attended 
the event, along with State 
Senate President Pro Tem 

Daryl Steinberg and Na-
than Dietrich, district di-
rector for Congresswoman 
Doris Matsui.

Waters said the $15 mil-
lion cost to build the li-
brary came from the City 
of Sacramento Commu-
nity Reinvestment Capi-
tal Improvement Project 
Funds, Freeport Region-
al Water Authority Mit-
igation Funds, and City 
of Sacramento Council 
District 7 Discretionary 
funds.

Enhancement funds came 
from Roger and Carolyn 
Fong in memory of their 
daughter, Michele Fong 
Beam, First Five of Califor-
nia and Friends of the Pock-
et-Greenhaven Library.

“ This is a happy day for 
Sacramento,” Steinberg 
said. “ This is an opportu-
nity to be thankful. For a 
down economy, three new 
libraries opened this year. 
Three things make a library 
important: It is a place for 
people of all walks of life 
to gather, it provides ac-
cess and exposure to insti-
tutions of education and it 
creates lifelong learners.”

“I love this library,” said 
Ian Briggs, an eleven-year-

old, who attends Matsumo-
to Elementary School and 
was busy using one of the 
new kids’ computers.

Friends of the Library 
member Kathy Donovan 
said the new facility is a 
beautiful, fantastic place for 
the community.

“It is within walking dis-
tance for many people,” 
Donovan said. “Another 
convenience is the Friends 
bookstore to the left at the 
entrance of the library that 
sells used books between 
50 cents and a dollar and is 
open during library hours.”

Yvonne Correa, who also 
said she is very excited that 
she can walk to the library 
in eight minutes, is look-

ing forward to bringing her 
grandchildren here.

“I appreciate the large 
print books,” Correa said. 
“Your eyes don’t work as 
well as you get older.”

Many people who attend-
ed the opening celebra-
tion walked to the library 
from their homes, bringing 
kids and babies in strollers. 
There is a large bike rack 
for cyclists.

It didn’t take but a few 
minutes, once inside the li-
brary, for people, old and 
young alike to start using 
the new facilities. Most of 
the computers in the adult 
section and the kids sec-

See Waters, page 27

Library: A place for meetings, education & life-long learning
Continued from page 4
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tion were in use. A woman 
with book in hand sat in a 
comfy chair, reading in the 
well-lit room, undisturbed 
by the lavrge crowds drift-
ing through.

The special features of 
the library include:

Radio Frequency Iden-
tif ication, a time-saving 
device where embedded 
chips in the books and 
other materials al low the 
borrower to check out 
a stack of  books al l  at 
once, without having to 

scan each item individu-
ally. 

A 72-seat community room 
for meetings and events. It has 
a built-in projector, sound sys-
tem and a drop-down viewing 
screen.

Forty Internet-access 
computers, a Kid’s Place 
where parents and caregiv-
ers are able to share stories, 
a Ready to Read Center 
that offers computers with 
early-learning software for 
children, ages eight years 
and younger and a Teen 
Room, with comfortable 
reading chairs, and comput-
er stations.

Lots of  smiling fac-
es could be seen check-
ing out the new library. 
As they perused the isles, 
there was a lot of  “ooh-
ing” and “ahhing” over 
the many custom features 
available.

The Robbie Waters Pock-
et-Greenhaven Library is lo-
cated at 7335 Gloria Drive in 
Sacramento. Library hours 
are: 12 noon–8 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday; 1 p.m.–
5 p.m. Friday; 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Saturday, Closed Sunday and 
Monday. Learn more by call-
ing (916) 264-2700 or visit 
www.saclibrary.org.

Pocket News photo by Danny Kam
The LEED-nominated library opened Aug. 28 and cost $15 million to build.

Waters
Continued from page 26




