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By SUSAN LAIRD
Pocket News editor
susan@valcomnews.com

The Christmas season is 
a time of hope. All around 
the community, there are 
sounds of good tidings and 
cheer – and the hope for 
peace in every heart.

When one is walk-
ing through the Valley of 
the Shadow, however, it is 
sometimes hard to realize 
that the Good Shepherd is 
there. That others do, in-
deed, care.

Nicole and George Car-
ollo of Sacramento are re-
minded of this every De-
cember, when they celebrate 
their oldest daughter’s life 
in a special way. They have 
turned a personal tragedy 
into something that gives 
hope to others.

In 2004, little Rosalia 
Ann Carollo lost her battle 
with a catastrophic child-
hood illness – a rare child-
hood epilepsy called infan-
tile spasms. She was almost 
two years old. George and 
Nicole were devastated. It 
was a loss they never antic-
ipated.

Three years after Rosie’s 
death, Nicole and George 
came upon a way to cele-
brate Rosie’s life with their 
family and the community 
at large.

“George and I were walk-
ing through the neighbor-
hood, looking for ideas on 
light decorations for our 
new house, and an idea came 
to us,” Nicole said. “We no-
ticed that some families had 
barrels in their front yards 
for food donations by those 
who would come by to en-
joy the Christmas lights. 
We thought, ‘Let’s do some-
thing for Rosie. Let’s do 
toys and give them to the 
children at Sutter Memori-
al Children’s Hospital.’” 

So, with just a sign on 
the lawn and one email, 
the Carollos started their 
first annual Rosie Carollo 
Christmas Lights and Toy 
Drive in 2007. The results 
were astounding.

“We had 741 items do-
nated that one night,” Ni-
cole said. “And $236 in cash 
donated also. George and 
I looked at each other and 
said, ‘Wow, look at what 
Rosie has done!’”

Each year following has 
brought more donations of 
toys and funds for the Child 
Life program at Sutter Me-
morial – a total of near-
ly 2,500 items and $3,676. 
The Carollo family hands 
out cookies and hot choco-
late while taking donations 

Rosie Carollo 
Christmas Lights 
& Toy Drive is 
Dec. 12

The Rosie Carollo 
Christmas Lights and 
Toy Drive event is Sun-
day, Dec. 12, from 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. Visitors are in-
vited to bring a new, un-
wrapped toy to donate 
to the Sutter Memorial 
Children’s Hospital. 

This year the Child 
Life program at Sut-
ter Memorial Children’s 
Hospital is in special 
need of crib side sooth-
ers such as the Fisher 
Price aquarium or rain 
forest soother, non-fab-
ric infant toys, toy doc-
tor kits, board games, 
arts and crafts kits, com-
fy slippers for school 
aged and teen patients, 
toys of current charac-
ters loved by children 
and DVDs for children 
of all ages.

Cash and check dona-
tions for the Sutter Me-
morial Children’s Hos-
pital are also welcome.

The Carollo home 
is located at 3961 Fair 
Oaks Boulevard in Sac-
ramento, at the corner 
of Fair Oaks and San 
Ramon Way.

4th annual Rosie Carollo Christmas Lights & Toy Drive

Dec. 12 event to benefit kids at Sutter Memorial Children’s Hospital

Photo courtesy of the Carollo family
A Christmas Lights & Toy Drive will be held in Sacramento on Dec. 12 in memory of Rosie Carollo, who died in 2004 from a 
severe childhood illness. The toy drive and fundraiser benefits the Child Life program at Sutter Memorial Hospital.

of new and unwrapped toys 
that are later delivered to 
the children’s hospital. 

Several hundred guests 
show up every year to enjoy 
the light show, quaff some 
hot chocolate and donate a 
toy to help a hospitalized 
child. It has become quite a 
community event.

This year’s display in-
cludes a full size nativity 
scene, flying reindeer, a gin-
gerbread village, 40 foot tall 
Christmas trees choreo-
graphed to music, and much 
more. The Carollo home is 
located at 3961 Fair Oaks 
Boulevard in Sacramento, 
at the corner of Fair Oaks 
and San Ramon Way.

Despite the loss of their 
beloved Rosie, George and 

Nicole have no regrets. They 
believe that their daughter’s 
brief life on earth continues 
to have great meaning and 
purpose, especially through 
the annual light show and 
toy drive.

“Without a doubt, this 
is the most joyful night 
of the year for me,” Nicole 
said.
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Special to Valley Community 
Newspapers

Over 75 Jazzercisers came 
out for a fun “Huff Before 
You Stuff ” class at Land 
Park/Greenhaven Jazzercise 
on Thanksgiving morning, 
Nov. 25.

The class was also a ben-
efit for the SPCA in mem-
ory of Jim and Jackie Col-
lins beloved little dachshund 
“Olive,” who they lost last 
month. The donations filled 
two trucks, and over $350 

in monetary donations were 
collected as well.

Donations for the SPCA 
shelter animals were also 
received at Valley Commu-
nity Newspapers. 

The donations will help the 
shelter animals for the here-
and-now. The efforts of the 
Jazzercisers and others in the 
community have helped to 
make a difference for the shel-
ter animals.

Sadly,there is an ongoing 
need for items for the animals. 
These include: bath towels, 

bleach, manual can openers, 
Carefresh animal bedding, 
cat toys and treats, cat trees 
and scratching posts, collars, 
dog toys and treats, groom-

Two truckloads of donations gathered for SPCA in memory of Pocket Pooch

Photo courtesy
Dedicated to healthy habits and a healthy community, these Jazzercisers gathered for a “Huff Before You Stuff” class at Land 
Park/Greenhaven Jazzercise on Nov. 25. Each person brought items to donate to the Sacramento SPCA in memory of Olive, a 
Pocket resident dachshund who passed away last fall.

ing clippers (Oscar A5/#40 
blades), heating pads, hu-
midifiers (for sick animals), 
KMR – kitten milk replace-
ment, Kongs, leashes, long-
handled squeegees, meat-
flavored baby food (for sick 
and finicky eaters), newspa-
per (rolled tubes of 25-35 
sheets each), peanut butter, 
pet beds, plastic litterbox-

es (small) and stainless steel 
dog and cat bowls.

If you were out of town 
on Thanksgiving Day and 
would like to make a do-
nation, items can still be 
dropped off with Linda Pohl 
at the Valley Community 
Newspapers office, located 
at 2709 Riverside Blvd. in 
Sacramento.

See Answers, page 25
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Alterations Express

Pocket News photos by 
STEPHEN CROWLEY

Darrell Fong took the oath of 
office for the office of city coun-
cilmember for Sacramento’s Dis-
trict 7 on Nov. 30.

The swearing in was an in-
tensely personal moment for the 
retired Sacramento Police De-
partment captain and communi-
ty volunteer, as his identical twin 
brother, Derrick Fong, adminis-
tered the oath of office and their 
mother, Frances Fong, witnessed 
the historic moment.

Former Councilmember Rob-
bie Waters was on hand to con-
gratulate Fong. Waters endorsed 
Fong in the subsequent run-off 
election.

Fong thanked Waters for his 
years of public service to the peo-
ple of Sacramento, and acknowl-
edged Waters’ support, stating, 
“I would not be here if it weren’t 
for you.”

Also sworn in that evening 
were Councilmember Steve 
Cohn (District 3) and Council-
member Jay Schenirer (District 
5). Council member Angelique 
Ashby was sworn in on Nov. 23 
to represent District 1.

Peace, love and something new

Darrell Fong sworn in as 
councilmember for District 7

The Swearing In Ceremony was a special moment for the Fong Family. Left to right, Derrick Fong, Frances 
Fong and Councilmember Darrell Fong.

Former Councilmember Robbie Waters congratulates 
Councilmember Darrell Fong.

Councilmember Darrell Fong checks out his new seat 
– literally – in the Sacramento City Council chamber.

Darrell Fong raises his right hand as he pledges to 
faithfully represent the residents of Sacramento’s 
District 7.
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document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

10% off SENIOR SPECIAL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

641 Fulton Ave. #100, Sacto 95825

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

loving companionS

senior move manaGers

real estate services

five Star Skilled nurSingelderly services

Hospice and More
Hourly and 24 Hr. Live-In

Free Home Assessment
Liability Insured, Bonded

(916) 453-1344
4420 del rio rd, sacto. ca 95822

Long Term Insurance Accepted

ace transport

nonemergency tranSport

Safe, Reliable
Wheelchair

Transportation

call andrew
(916) 600-8575

your services are
needed

call melissa today
to place your ad

(916) 429-9901

your ad Should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

SENIOR HELPING 
SENIORS

cleaning/hauling/errandS

I’m Larry –– I charge $15/hr.
I will run errands, any hauling, 
cleaning, inside & out! I also, 

specialize in cleaning, scrubbing 
& waxing floors. 

Call (916) 856-2870

By ROBBIE WATERS
Former Sacramento City 
Councilmember

It has been an unprecedent-
ed honor to serve the constit-
uents of District 7 since 1994. 
As I leave the City Coun-
cil office, I reflect back upon 
the accomplishments and 
improvements for our com-
munity. Some are easily rec-
ognized and others are less 
tangible but they all contrib-
ute to an improved quality of 
life in the Pocket-Greenhaven 
community. 

Welcoming signage
Among the easily recog-

nized improvements are the 
welcome signs to the commu-
nity at two locations: River-
side Boulevard and Seymour 
Park on the pedestrian bridge 
overpassing and the sign in 
the median near Pocket Road 
and Greenhaven Drive. These 
signs contribute to an in-
creased community identity 

and hopefully remind motor-
ists exiting the freeway that 
they are now entering a neigh-
borhood. Also easily visible is 
the United States flag atop 
the Freeport Water Tower 
next to I-5 near Pocket Road. 
The huge flag welcomes new-
comers at the southern gate-
way to our city.

Youth sports
I have tried to consistently 

support youth sports in our 
community, both financial-
ly and by attending Open-
ing Day events. The addition 
of soccer and baseball fields 
at the new Bill Conlin (Free-
port Shores) Youth Sports 
Complex eased the field over-
crowding we experienced in 
past decades.

Public safety
Public safety has always 

been a priority of the commu-
nity. Shortly after joining the 
City Council in 1994, I advo-

cated for the addition of he-
licopters to the Police De-
partment because I knew 
first-hand of the benefits he-
licopters provide as a “force 
multiplier” from my experi-
ence as Sacramento Coun-
ty Sheriff. As the econom-
ic downturn limited the size 
of our police force even more 
in recent years, the helicop-
ters proved increasingly piv-
otal. In the district, my office 
worked with neighbors to in-
crease the number of Neigh-
borhood Watch groups in the 
community and to improve 
their activity. Many groups 
grew aware and participated 
in National Night Out to get 
to know their local police of-
ficers and to draw reluctant 
neighbors out of their house 
to join the group.

Planning matters
Two of the most contro-

versial planning issues were 
highly visible. The defeat 

of the proposed fast-food 
drive-through at the gate-
way corner of Florin Road 
and Riverside Boulevard 
and the approval of the Is-
lands at Riverlake infill proj-
ect on an odd-shaped prop-
erty received intense media 
coverage. Other projects did 
not receive that amount of 
attention but have improved 
our community. These in-
clude the renovated land-
scaping of the Greenhaven 
Drive median, the stop light 
at Greenhaven and Wind-
bridge, the future stop light 
at Riverside and Park Riv-
iera, pedestrian crossings at 
Riverside and Lelandhaven 
and Rush River and the 
Pocket Canal, the round-
about at Rush River and 
Windbridge, replaced side-
walks in Seymour Park and 
multiple traffic calming pro-
grams in various neighbor-
hoods including stop signs 
and speed bumps.

Facilities for families
Children and our quality 

of life have always been pri-
orities in our community and 
one of my first projects was to 
replace all the playgrounds in 
city parks in the district. We 
have better and safer play-
grounds. Many projects also 
involved benches, shade struc-
tures, new water fountains, 
tree plantings and more. The 
renovation of the boat ramp 
at Garcia Bend Park, with the 
floating dock, proved popu-
lar.

Flood prevention
We need to always remem-

ber we live behind levees in 
this community. The 2006 le-
vee work to fortify our levees 
made our community eligible 
for the lower-cost “Preferred 
Risk Policy” flood insurance, 
reducing flood insurance bills 
typically by about $1,000 per 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve District 7

See Thank You, page 9
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By MARTY RELLES
Pocket News columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

Roller derby first appeared on local television in 
1961. It featured teams with names like: the San 
Francisco Bay Bombers, Portland’s Rose City Roll-
ers and the San Diego Thunderbirds.

They played weekly on a local UHF television 
station. The four man teams, two blockers and 
two jammers, thundered around a short, elevat-
ed, banked, wood track. The goal of the competi-
tion involved getting the smaller jammers past the 
big and brutish blockers which resulted in points 
scored.

Competitors sometimes flew right off the elevat-
ed track into the fans. We marveled at the athlet-
icism of the skaters and the violence of the head-
knocking competition.

So, naturally, we had to have our own roller der-
by matches.

We held our roller derby events in the smooth 
cement halls of Phoebe Hearst elementary school. 
Our track started in the covered hallway running 
down the center of the school, then turned right 
into the open pathway running in front of the class-
rooms, rounded the side of the building then up the 
pathway along the back of the classrooms, only to 
return the covered center hallway.

We played four man teams just like the real roller 
derby: using the big boys as blockers and the small-
er boys as jammers. Games lasted four quarters and 
the team with the most points in the end, won the 
competition.

Because the front and rear classroom hallways 
were so narrow, virtually all the passing took place 
on the wide, covered, center hallway. This made for 
some bone-bruising spills, but no serious injuries 
ever occurred. However, we often suffered scrapes, 
bruises and cuts in these enthusiastic competitions. 
I recall bouncing right off the walls of the building 
into oncoming skaters which led to bodies flying all 
over the halls of the school.

By the end of a hard-fought match, we were ful-
ly ready for a trip over to Bossie’s Drive-in or to 
the A&W root beer stand for a tall soda pop where 
we reviewed the events of the day and argued over 
which team actually won or lost the match – no 
champagne for the winners of the roller derby.

Eventually, like all things in the world, roller der-
by left the Sacramento airwaves and we lost interest 
in playing the sport. This probably spared us from 
suffering some sort of serious injury.

But the passage of time has not blurred the mem-
ories I have of these competitions – another bone-
bruising Janey Way memory.

Roller derby 
in the halls 
of Phoebe 
Hearst School

J a n e y  Wa y  M e m o r i e s

year per household. Future 
new signage for the Sacra-
mento River Parkway, on the 
levee top, is imminent and 
will encourage positive use 
of the parkway and appropri-
ate access points to enjoy this 
natural resource that is such 
an integral part of our com-
munity.

Better communication
Among the less visible im-

provements is a higher level of 
communication between the 
city and District 7 residents. 
New technology has brought 
increased demands on the city 
representative. More frequent, 
and higher level, communi-
cations is the new standard. 
Also less visible is the strin-
gent application of code en-
forcement regulations to min-
imize blight and maintain the 
property values in the com-
munity. With the downturn 
of the national economy and 
the particular collapse of the 
California economy, I directed 
my office to aggressively pur-
sue enforcement of property 
standards on foreclosed prop-
erties in the district. Unless 
you lived next door to such a 
property, this effort was prob-
ably unseen although it con-
sumed vast quantities of time 
as my staff tracked missing 
property owners, attempt-
ed to contact uninterested 
banks, reported green swim-
ming pools and worked with 
outraged Neighborhood As-
sociations and Neighborhood 
Watch groups.

United We Stand
Also unseen but impor-

tant to many was the victory 
in 2001 Redistricting to keep 
the majority of the Green-
haven and Pocket areas to-
gether as one community, 
represented by the same city 
representative. I am grateful 
for all the community leaders 
that joined me in this effort 
in 2001.

The Pocket Parade
Probably the most color-

ful accomplishment, cer-
tainly the most patriotic, is 
the annual July 4th Parade, 
which I founded in 1995 
working with Jeff Domin-
guez. Most folks do not re-
alize the permits, costs and 
coordination required for 
the event. Many volunteers 
work hard on the parade 
and it certainly benefits 
from the participation of 
various organizations and 

floats which speaks well of 
our sense of community. An 
entire generation of young 
people tell me they cannot 
remember a July 4th in the 
Pocket without a parade.

The library
Finally, there is the new li-

brary which I think will pro-
vide a wonderful resource for 
all residents. The relative ease 
of construction was balanced 
out by the difficult years of 
negotiation for the land and 
coordination with the School 
of Engineering & Sciences, 
but the final product has been 
enthusiastically welcomed by 
the community with circula-
tion numbers exceeding even 
the most optimistic projec-
tions.

Thank you for the honor 
to represent our communi-
ty at the City of Sacramen-
to City Council for the past 
16 years.

Thank You: Reflections on accomplishments and improvements
Continued from page 8
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Anyone remember Stop-N-
Shop grocery stores and su-
permarkets? It goes without 
question that just about any-
one who resided in the Sacra-
mento area any time from the 
Great Depression to around 
the days when the motion 
picture “Jaws” and disco were 
considered hot topics cer-
tainly answered, “yes,” to this 
question.

One wonders how many 
longtime, local residents still 
drive by the old Stop-N-Shop 
building across from Vic’s Ice 
Cream on Riverside Boulevard 
in the Land Park area and rem-
inisce about when they used to 
shop at this once grand super-
market.

Considering that Sacramento 
was home to 13 Stop-N-Shop 
markets, there are undoubtedly 
many people who remember at 
least one of these stores.

Furthermore, many long-
time, local residents assured-
ly still remember the store’s 
popular jingle, which fea-
tured the familiar lines: “Let’s 
go down to the Stop-N-Shop 
and push the cart around ‘n’ 
round. Let’s buy all of our 
groceries there. They have the 
best in town. Let’s go down to 
the Stop-N-Shop and push 
the cart around ‘n’ round. You 

get a lot more for your mon-
ey there than anywhere else in 
town.”

Sacramento grocery leaders
Although there are cur-

rently several Sacramento 
area convenience stores that 
use the name, Stop N Shop, 
these stores are not to be con-
fused with the Stop-N-Shop 
stores that were once leaders 
in the city’s grocery industry.

The Stop-N-Shop stores 
highlighted in this article 
were established by the Kas-
sis family, with the first of 
these stores being opened in 
1928 at 2800 Y St. (present 
day Broadway).

The roots of Stop-N-Shop 
stores began with A.G. Kas-
sis, who emigrated with his 
wife, Maggie, from Leba-
non to the United States in 
1890.

Lebanese immigrants
Upon their arrival in 

America, A.G. and Maggie, 
who were Christian Leb-
anese, made their way to 
North Dakota, where they 
eventually had five sons. 
These sons, in order of se-
niority, were Frank, Lew, Ed, 
John and Walter.

A.G., who purchased 
farmland in Williston, N.D., 
began his own grain farming 

Stop-N-Shop markets were leaders in city’s grocery industry

Photo courtesy of the Kassis family
The Stop-N-Shop market at 3231 Riverside Blvd. served the community from 1947 
to 1975. The building, which still exists today, was later home to Walter Kassis’ 
Big K Market, which closed in 1982.

See Stop-N-Shop, page 22

operation, which proved to 
be unsuccessful.

As a result of this failed en-
deavor, A.G. joined his four 
brothers – Abe, Charles, 
John and Eli – in the op-
eration of a billiards par-
lor in North Dakota. A.G. 
also added to his income 
through other business ven-
tures, which included the 
operation of a small grocery 
store.

After about 20 years of liv-
ing in North Dakota, A.G. 
and Maggie decided to move 
their family to Rio Lin-
da, Calif. This decision was 
based on the poor health of 
John, who suffered from vi-
tamin deficiency and would 
be better suited living in a 
warmer climate.

In Rio Linda, A.G. sold 
chickens and eggs and 
raised fruits and vegetables, 
which he sold from roadside 
stands.

The source of the major-
ity of A.G.’s income end-
ed abruptly, however, when 
a fatal disease eliminated 
A.G.’s chickens.

Subsequently, A.G. at-
tempted to achieve success 
by operating a miniature 
golf business and a livestock 
feed store, but neither were 
very successful.

Son finds first location
Fortunately, Frank, who 

regularly took a train into 
Sacramento and then rode 
by streetcar from 12th and 
H streets to Sacramento 
High School, was able to 

find work at the Del Mon-
te cannery at 17th and C 
streets, where his mother 
was also employed.

It was also Frank who dis-
covered a commercial cor-
ner in Sacramento that, in 
his own description, “in-
trigued” him.

This corner at the afore-
mentioned 28th and Y 
streets proved to be the 
site of the first Stop-N-
Shop store, as A.G. leased 
a former retail ice business 
at this street corner from 
Preston F. Reed, a carpen-
ter and building contractor 
who lived at 2545 28th St.

After traveling into Sac-
ramento each day, the Kas-
sis family eventually moved 
to the capital city, residing 
at 2522 28th St.

Stop-N-Shop, which 
A.G. operated with the as-
sistance of his sons, was 
not the first Kassis-owned 
grocery store in Sacramen-
to, since A.G.’s brother, 
Charles Kassis, who resid-
ed in Rio Linda, had part-
nered with Rio Linda res-
ident Anna Bohamera to 
own and operate Del Mon-
te Grocery at 1730 C St.

Quick growth
The area around the first 

Stop-N-Shop store grew 
quickly with the assistance 
of the opening of the Shasta 
Ice Cream Co. at 2814 Y St. 
Additionally, Scotty’s Ser-
vice Station, which was lo-
cated across Y Street from 
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SINGLE STORY CONDO
Great location, interior end unit  where the 
f ron t  door  opens  to  g reenbe l t  a r ea .  Wel l 
m a i n t a i n e d  S I N G L E  S TO RY  w i t h  l iv i n g 
room fireplace,  private patio and 2-car at -
tached garage. Comfortable and convenient; 
within easy walking distance of shopping and 
school.  See www.440florinrd.view24hours.
com $129,900

KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458

VACATION AT HOME
Resort style home. The open remodeled kitchen overlooks 
the family room & professionally landscaped backyard. 
Enjoy your favorite morning drink sitting on the large 
deck overlooking the dipping pool. The guest bedroom 
has French doors that open to a private deck & the hall 
bath has been remodeled. Other improvements include a 
master suite, skylights, newer AC unit, recessed lighting 
& more. See www.1429PotreroWay.com $439,900

DAVID KIRRENE 531-7495

4215 Freeport Blvd.
454-5753

COLLEGE PLAZA TERRACE
What a great opportunity! Affordable, quality liv-
ing in Land Park's College Plaza Terrace. Pretty 
hardwood floors and welcoming fireplace make 
this home a joy to live in. It is just a short stroll to 
Expresso Metro and Crepe Escape. Ready to move 
into, this is a must see. See www.2280-11thave.
com   $285,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

Visit Our Web Site: www.dunniganrealtors.com

BACKS TO SACRAMENTO RIVER
Quality Harris built home in quiet, highly desired location. 
4 bed single story w/remote bedroom. Dual pane windows, 
large peaceful private yard. Sale includes two parcels 
(.47acres for both parcels). Some neighbors built boat docks 
within the last few yrs on the levy parcel. Buyer to consult w/
city re-permit process & availability. Rare opportunity to own 
on the river.  See www.715ClipperWay.com $299,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

SUNNY HOLLYWOOD PARK
Designed & built by House Crashers TV show in spring 2010! 
Contemporary flair w/vivid colors combined w/charm of 
hrdwd flrs, blt-in shelves, cabinets & dining bench. Lovingly 
cared for & updated w/new sewer line, new cement work & 
planters in bkyrd, new tile, sink & toilet in bath. Additional 270 
sq ft bonus FR. See www.25thAveHome.com $235,000

NANCY WEGGE 600-5458
LISA MARTIS 612-7548

NATOMAS
A d o r a b l e  N a t o m a s  3  B e d r o o m  2  b a t h  h o m e ! 
You wil l  love the  custom paint  se lect ions ,  the 
beaut i ful  ki tchen with t i le  counters ,  newer car-
pet ,  ample s torage cabinets  and work bench in 
garage ,  low main tenance  landscaped  backyard 
with awning.  Don' t  wait .   2043 Paul  Courter  Way 
$179,000

ERIN ATTARI 342-1372

GLENBROOK/COLLEGE GREENS
Spacious & open floor plan. Upgrades include kitchen 
w/solid oak cabinets & large pantry. Updated appliances 
include Jenn-Air cooktop, microwave, dishwasher & oven. 
Remodelled bath. Dual pane windows, Trane HVAC & roof 
new in 2003. New hardwood in entry & hallway. Parklike 
backyard w/large patio w/Sunsetter awning & pool. See 
www.2801MarmorCt.com $279,900

LINDA WOOD 802-8042

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
Don't miss this well-maintained 3 bedroom, 2 bath single level 
Ranch-style home located in South Land Park Hills. Features a 
family room w/Honul fuel-efficient gas fireplace w/marble tiled 
hearth & mantel, Formal living & dining room.  Newer roof, 
Milgard dual pane windows (2005) & CH&A make this property 
ready to move in.  2 car garage w/new insulated garage door & 
opener w/keyless entry. See  www.7340SLPdr.com $269,500.

LIBBY NEIL 539-5881

LOOK NO FURTHER
Solid mid-50's ranch w/plenty of room to stretch your 
legs. Oversized living & dining rooms with planta-
tion shutters overlook the professionally landscaped 
drought tolerant front yard. Updates include dual pane 
windows, extended life roof and new sewer line. Pictur-
esque backyard with a few updates. This could be your 
new palace by the Park.  See www.1441birchwoodln.
epropertysites.com  $475,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

OPEN FLOOR PLAN
Immaculate home on quiet street. Formal LR, 
DR & separate spacious FR. Updated roof, 
HVAC, water heaters & kitchen appliances. 
Hdwd floors. Manicured 1/4 acre lot. Remote 
4th bed perfect for guest or home office. See 
www.5658Delcliff.com $415,000

KARA LABELLA PARKER 716-3313
CHRIS  BRIGGS 834-6483
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Take care of business... 
   Take care of yourself.

Florin Road & 
Greenhaven Drive

A Development of Peter P. Bollinger Investment Company

Anchor Tenants
Big 5 Sporting Goods
Marshalls
Nugget Market
Rite-Aid

Health & Beauty
Ambrosia Nails
Circle of Beauty
Great Clips*
In Focus Optometry
Jenny Beauty Supply
Massage Envy
Rite-Aid
Simone’s Salon &  Spa

Specialty Retail
 4G Wireless 
Big 5 Sporting Goods 
Citiwear
Golden State Jewelers
Marshalls
Payless ShoeSource
Radio Shack
Unleashed by Petco*

Specialty Services
 AAA Insurance
 Armed Forces  
Career Center*
Leslie’s Poolmart 
Paul’s Cleaners*

Food Service & Eateries
Burger King 
Cold Stone Creamery
Jimboy’s Tacos
L & L Hawaiian BBQ
Nugget Market
Panda Garden
Shari ’s
Starbucks
Subway
Wingstop

Financial Services
Citibank
U.S. Bank
 *coming soon

Lake Crest Village Shopping Center

Life. Simplified.

Win a gift card to a Lake Crest Village store of your choice.  
Entry forms available at Citiwear, Jimboy’s or Subway!

Local author book signing
Linda Boor, co-

author of  “ In-
side the Presi-
dent’s Helicopter,” 
will sign copies of 
the book at Avid 
Reader at Tower, 
1600 Broadway in 
Sacramento. The 
book, written with 
LTC Gene T. Boy-
er, tells the early 
days of  transport-
ing the President 
of  the United States by helicopter. The book fea-
tures a foreword by Julie Nixon Eisenhower, who 
states “‘ Inside the President’s Helicopter ’ is a story 
of  high adventure, courage and history-making mo-
ments…a very human, up-close look at the Presi-
dency. It is must reading for anyone interested in 
the White House.”

Photo courtesy
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5 Angel IslAnd cIrcle
Beautifully updated & remod-
eled.New central air, new dual 
pane low energy windows, stove 
top, dishwasher, water heater & 
pool equipment all less then 2yrs 
old.3 gas frpl, 1 heater rated for 
energy savings. $379,000
susIe K. PArKer • 768-8494

751 Bell Russell Way • $533,000
Meena chan lee • 837-9104

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

7740 south oak • $469,000
susie k. PaRkeR • 768-8494

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ low introductory cost
★ start anytime
★ live classes

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthly cash Flow
★ tenant screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907

957 lAKefront drIve
One story w/almost 2600sf, 4 
bedrooms, 3 car garage. Beauti-
ful hardwood floors, elegant wall 
treatments, new Anderson win-
dows in most rooms. Spacious 
family room with walk-in wetbar. 
$679,00
susIe K. PArKer • 421-3546

“…For Fine older homes and 
quality newer homes”

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

904 cobbleshores drIve
Not a Short Sale or REO! Great 
plan with Separate family room, 
open to kitchen. This is a Riverlake 
home just steps form the Lake! 
Master bedroom with sitting area. 
master bath has double sink, tub 
and separate shower. $298,500
susIe K. PArKer • 421-3546

2 genoA court
Cozy 2 bedrooms with office, 
fireplace in living room leading 
to light and bright kitchen with 
tile counters. Exit through slider 
to nice concrete patio with gor-
geous roses. $240,000
AngelA AdAms • 761-9505

JUST LISTED:
713 cecIlyn WAy
2 Bedroom 2 bath home nestled in the Pocket area close to 
shopping, freeway and schools. Exterior in good shape with newer 
roof. Inside very roomy over 1200 sq feet, vaulted ceilings, brick 
fireplace, decent size backyard. $174,000
meenA chAn lee • 837-9104

PENDING

“sign”
language

“sign”
language

For over 34 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

v
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

It has been more than a 
century since a sudden flood 
caught Riverside-Pocket 
area residents by surprise 
and left them with com-
plete disillusionment as to 
where they would go from 
their flooded homes and 
how they would survive.

This flood, which was 
known as the Edwards 
Break, began at the sharp 
turn of the Sacramento 
River, near what is today 
the intersection of Sutter-
ville and Riverside roads.

Four-legged levee destroy-
ers

This tragedy happened 
as a result of a levee be-
ing weakened due to the 
burrowing of gophers and 
squirrels.

During a heavy storm on 
Feb. 27, 1904, water pen-
etrated the burrows to the 
extent that the water’s force 
caused the levee to break 
and flood the area.

Due to the magnitude of 
the flood, news about this 
occurrence spread beyond 
the Sacramento area.

One such report was a 
Feb. 29, 1904 article in 
The San Francisco Call, 
which included the follow-
ing words regarding the 
flood: “ The fact is, simply, 
that there has been a bad 
break in Reclamation Dis-
trict 535 (later known as 
Reclamation District 673), 
south of (Sacramento), and 
that it has flooded probably 
10,000 acres of the richest 
land in the state.”

This break was wide 
enough that large objects 
such as boats and a barge 
entered the opening of the 
break and flowed down into 
the Pocket.

In one incident, the home 
of Antone Perry, who resid-
ed on the present day Park 
Riviera Way with his fami-
ly across from today’s Lew-
is Park, was struck by the 
aforementioned barge. 

Traveling southward on 
the floodwaters, the barge 
made a sudden, swirl-

ing turn and then sharp-
ly struck the back corner of 
the Perry home, which was 
thus forced off of its foun-
dation.

Present within the home 
during this incident were 
Antone, his wife Amelia, 
and their six children.

Another very notable 
house in the Pocket was the 
home of Manuel Seamas, 
owner of the area’s well 
known Grangers Dairy.

As a result of the Edwards 
Break, the Seamas house 
was flooded up to the ledge 
of the first floor window, 
which was located about 5 
feet from the ground.

The flood also toppled 
the ornate, white, wood-
en fence that bordered the 
Seamas property and ru-
ined the family’s renowned, 

spacious gardens, where 
gala parties were held with 
many guests.

Selfless acts of heroism
Although the majority of 

the residents’ animals were 
drowned in the flood, for-
tunately, with the exception 
of a man who was killed at 
the site of the levee break, 
those living in the area were 
able to survive this tragedy.

This fact was made possi-
ble through the selfless ef-
forts of various men of the 
area.

Upon seeing the water 
rising to a dangerous level, 
men in the Riverside-Pock-
et area used their rowboats 
to rescue people who were 
stranded in their homes.

One such man was John 
Machado, who was known 

as “Jaoa Alvert” (“John Al-
bert”).

Taking his rowboat from 
an area near his front porch, 
Machado transported his 
wife and infant daughter to 
the Reichmuth dairy area on 
high ground, which is known 
today as South Land Park 
Hills.

Machado then proceeded 
back to the Pocket to rescue 
area residents and take them 
to higher ground on the levee, 
where others had their homes. 
One of these homes was the 
home of his in-laws, Antone 
Perry, Sr. – the father of the 
aforementioned Antone Per-
ry – and Mary Gloria Perry.

Machado, who was a tall, 
strong man, joined oth-
er men from the area who 
rowed their boats through-
out the night in their efforts 

to bring stranded residents 
to higher ground.

Individual emergency pre-
paredness

Although the Edwards 
Break flood took River-
side-Pocket area residents 
by surprise, this did not 
mean that they were with-
out preparation for such a 
tragedy.

With an impending 
break of the levee in mind, 
the local rescuers referred 
to above, purposely kept 
their rowboats nearby their 
homes.

Additionally, most of the 
area’s homes were constructed 
with two levels with the lower 
level being for a cool storage 
area for perishable food and 

Edwards Break flood of 1904 caused sudden 
chaos for Riverside-Pocket area residents

Photo courtesy of PHCS
Workmen on the Riverside-Pocket levee are shown in this early 1920s photograph.

See Break, page 27
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By SUSAN LAIRD
Pocket News editor
susan@valcomnews.com

There are many theories 
about the secrets to suc-
cess. One of them is sim-
ply: Ninety percent of suc-
cess is to show up and work 
hard.

Dennis and Janet Jones 
would agree. In December, 
they will celebrate 35 years 
as owners of the Green-
haven Ace Hardware store 
in the Pocket area of Sac-
ramento. If  they seem a 
tad young to be celebrat-
ing such a significant an-
niversary – they are. They 
were in their early 20s 
when Greenhaven Hard-
ware opened on Dec. 11, 
1975.

Dennis, who worked in 
the hardware industry, was 
approached by business-
man George Tsakoupou-
los, who was interested in 
having a hardware store 
in the Greenhaven Plaza. 
The plaza was a new ven-
ture, surrounded by fields 
at that time. Tsakoupou-
los liked Dennis’ work eth-
ic and encouraged him to 

Know your neighbor

Greenhaven Ace Hardware 
celebrates 35 years in Sacramento

See 35 Years, page 19

venture into business own-
ership.

“We were only married 
for three months when we 
opened,” Janet said. “I won-
dered what we were doing. 
But my grandfather, John 
“Mac” McClintock, en-
couraged us. He founded 
Michelin Tires in the U.S. 
when he was 56 years old, 
and followed his dream. 
He told us: ‘Go for it. You 
have no house, no kids – 
and nothing to lose.’”

The young couple threw 
themselves into the ven-
ture with every bit of ener-
gy they had. They poured 
their passion into great 
customer service and qual-
ity products.

There were some times 
when they didn’t cash their 
paychecks, so their employ-
ees could cash theirs. They 
didn’t own their own home 

for the first seven years. 
They didn’t take a vacation 
for the first 14 years.

But all this sacrifice paid 
off with a rich dividend: loy-
al customers, who returned to 
Greenhaven Hardware – and 
eventually to Greenhaven Ace 
Hardware, when the business 
affiliated with Ace some 25 
years ago – again and again.

“ My grandfather would 
come al l  the time to the 
store,” Janet said . “And 
he would be so proud of 
us.”

In the last 35 years, the 
store has been enlarged three 
times. Special services offered 
include re-screening of screen 
doors, chip keys for automo-
biles and trucks, recycling of 
all batteries and fluorescent 
light tubes, and tool sharp-
ening. Help is always avail-

“Our main thing has always been to 

help the customer with good service 

and to help them with whatever 

project they come to us with,”
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able for those special projects 
around the home or proper-
ty, too.

“Our main thing has always 
been to help the customer 
with good service and to help 
them with whatever project 
they come to us with,” Janet 
said. “We help with sprinkler 
systems, electrical projects, 
plumbing and more.”

When you enter the 
Greenhaven Ace Hardware 
store, someone is always 
quick to greet you. There is 
an old-fashioned approach 
to business here: you quick-
ly become part of the store’s 
“family” of customers.

“ There are still regu-
lar customers who remem-
ber when we opened,” Janet 
said with a smile.

As the business grew, so 
did the Jones family. Both 
daughter Kimberly (now 
Kimberly Palomo) and 
son Gregg had their first 
jobs in the store. They 
learned a hearty work 
ethic from their parents. 
Today, Kimberly owns 
ClassyBowtique.com, a 
children’s boutique acces-
sory business, and Gregg 
works for George Tsak-
oupoulos. 

Dennis and Janet are now 
greeting new generations 
of customers.

“We have customers who 
come in with their chil-
dren, who were children 
themselves when they first 
came here,” Janet said. “It’s 
fun to hear them say, ‘ I’ve 

been coming here since I 
was your age.’”

A special 35 year anniver-
sary celebration will be held 
Saturday, Dec. 11 from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. There will be 
special giveaways all day (in-
cluding four Webber bar-
beques), a raffle, “pop the bal-
loon – get a discount,” free 
popcorn and a special ap-
pearance by Santa Claus for 
the little ones.

Greenhaven ACE Hard-
ware is located in the 
Greenhaven Plaza at 388 
Florin Road in Sacramen-
to. Hours are 8 a.m.–7 
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day, 8 a.m.–6 p.m. Sat-
urday and 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Sunday. For more informa-
tion call (916) 391-3038.

35 years: Multiple generations of customers keep coming back for great service
Continued from page 18

East Sacramento News photo, Susan Laird
Janet and Dennis Jones have spent 35 years of wedded bliss as the owners of the 
Greenhaven Ace Hardware store. In many ways, the store is an extension of their 
personalities: warm, caring and helpful.

SACRAMENTO – The Greek Orthodox 
Church of the Annunciation Choir will host its an-
nual Christmas concert on Sunday, Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. 
at Annunciation Greek Orthodox in Sacramento.

Under the direction of William Bobolis, and 
accompanied by LuAnn Higgs, the 35-voice 
choir will sing traditional carols and liturgi-
cal hymns of the season. One highlight of the 
concert will be retired pastor Rev. Fr. Deme-
trius Dogias, who will chant the “Thrice Holy 
Hymn” (“Holy, Holy, Holy, Agios, Agios, Ag-

ios.” The choir responds with “Dynamis” – 
which means “with strength”).

Numbers included in the concert are: “The 
Lords Prayer” (Albert Hay Malotte), “Fum, 
Fum, Fum” (traditional Spanish dance car-
ol), “I Wonder as I Wander” (traditional, fea-
turing soprano Elaine Mackis), “God Bless U 
Everyone” from “Disney’s ‘A Christmas Car-
ol’” and “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christ-
mas” (Hugh Martin and Ralph Blaine; duet by 
Stephanie and Jamie Bobolis).

Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation 
presents annual Christmas concert
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CARPET/ UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

Griffi n Construction

CONSTRUCTION

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Room Additions

• Demolition & Removal of 
Old Unwanted Existing Garage 

& Replace with New Single/Double 
Larger Garage or Shop. 

Staying small to serve you better.
Local references

Call (916) 402-7463
Lic # 510423

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News 

Home Improvement page
ADDITION SPECIALIST

YOUR SERVICES ARE NEEDED
CALL Melissa TODAY TO PLACE YOUR  AD

(916) 429-9901

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231 

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Window Cleaning (inside/out/screens washed)
• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Sunshine Electrical

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca Lic # 633853 Liability Insured 

ELECTRICAL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!
Residential Specialist

Security Lighting
Computer Circuits Etc

Spa Electrical
New Houses/Additions

FENCING

BUILDER

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

CARPET/FLOORING
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Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

soVeReign PAinTing

 (916) 422-4416
Dan sovereign

PaINtING

Quality craftsmanship
3rd generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

lic.#484215

interior & exterior Painting

CaLL 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

PLUMBING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WORK GUaRaNtEED / SENIOR DISCOUNtS / LIC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

GaRy’S PaINtING
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaINtING

handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RaIN GUttER CLEaNING
• ROtOtILLING/& SOD PLaCEMENt
• CONCREtE REMOVaL
• yaRD CLEaN-UP/HaULING
• PRESSURE WaSHING

SPECIaLS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING tHE aREa FOR OVER 10 yRS*

lic#128758/Ref

FALL YARD MAKE-OVERS!

your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 and 
reserve your space on the Pocket News

Home Improvement page

ROOFING

Terra bella

Call Randy (916) 454-3430 or 802-9897

LaNDSCaPING

• Full yard maintenance
• one time clean-up
• sprinkler repair

gardening maintenance
“Not your typical mow, blow & go company!”

www.terrabellagarden.com
Lic# 152584

HaNDyMaN

PaINtING

CaLL 444-0551

DON’t BE CaUGHt IN tHE COLD! 
Season Special

Heating System tune-up $85

HEatING/aIR CONDItIONING

FREE EStIMatES / aLL WORK GUaRaNtEED / SENIOR DISCOUNtS / LIC # 696355

Heating & Cooling Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 

 High Efficiency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

CaLL (916) 429-9901 tODay
tO PLaCE yOUR aD

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

FREEDOM
HaNDyMaN SERVICES

HaNDyMaN

no Job Too smAll!
Call Eric

(916) 470-3488

Free up your time from those 
pesky unwanted jobs!

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement!
–Plumbing – Carpentry – electrical
– yard Care – Hauling – sprinklers

Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

your ad should be here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

PaINtING
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COMPUTERS
GOT COMPUTER PROBLEMS? 
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $35/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area, travel charge will apply. Problem not 
fixed? No pay! Free estimates/consultation. 
Call cell# 296-7161

handyMan
PRESSURE waShinG!
Gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, 
pressure washing/power spray, hauling, yard 
work,  painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-
up, fence repairs, light tree trimming, & more. 
Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247.  Specials for 
seniors. Licensed.

handyMan SERViCES
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,Plaster, 
Stucco, Repairs and Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 
908942. Call Steven at 230-2114.

aPaRTMEnTS fOR REnT
RiVERGaTE aPaRTMEnTS
Christmas Special - 2 Bed/2 Bath $750 best 
value! 2 Bed/1 Bath $725 Call # 916-427-9100 
DECEMBER ONLY

BOOkkEEPinG
#1 BOOkkEEPER
26 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechan-
ics, Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We are 
experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit & Loss & 
Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized appt. Same low 
1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 640-3820.. 
www.taxirene.info

BUSinESS OPPORTUniTy
MEn & wOMEn aLL aGES
Men & women all ages – earn up to $500 daily, 
part time. Hottest money making opportunity in 
America.For information call 1 800 507-7222 
Promo #CL29554.

Call Melissa at 429-9901 and place your ad today!

PERfEC T GifT!
PET PORTRaiTS
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

Tax PREPaRER
#1 Tax PREPaRER
26 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare expertly 
all past tax returns including all State returns. Get 
the most deductions allowed to you by law. CTEC 
Registered & Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. 
Irene Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

CoMputer
repair

Macintosh or Windows
25 % oFF

with this ad!
Low rates •  Senior Discounts

Randy Hollinger

916.842.6772
rhollin@gmail.com

CaSh to 
you!

paying teN tiMeS
face value for pre-1965

uSa silver coins!

Call Jim (916) 852-6326

Old Land Park, 1700+ sq ft, 3 bdrms, 1 ba, 
Living rm w/fireplc, din rm, new roof/new 

paint, Cent H&A, partial basement, 
low maintenance “patio” backyard, 

clean inside & out, 
quiet neighborhood, corner lot.

Jeri Hromada
916.761.6734

www.jerihromada.com
jeri.hromada@bhghome.com

Offered at $322,000
2644 17th Street - 95818

DRE# 01324435

Call 429-9901 
and place your ad

Sell your furniture
in the classifieds

call Melissa at 429-9901

Advertise in California Kids! 

Serving Greater Sacramento 

For more information, call Marc
at (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.
A monthly publicationfull of activities, mazes, 

word search, party ideas, travel, book reports, 
and a lot  more! 

Take care of business... 
      Take care of yourself.

Lake Crest Village Shopping Center
Florin Road & Greenhaven Drive

Win a gift card to a Lake Crest 
Village store of your choice. 
Entry forms at Citiwear,  
Jimboy’s or Subway!

these two businesses, aid-
ed in bringing people to the 
area.

Pocket area resident Dick 
Ryder, a 1947 graduate of 
McClatchy High School, said 
that he remembers seeing the 
first Stop-N-Shop location 
during the 1930s.

“I lived (at 2800 Regina 
Way in Land Park), near Cal-
ifornia Junior High, and I re-
member the first Stop-N-
Shop,” he said. “It was kind of 
like the picture at the (Cali-
fornia Automobile) Museum 
of the first Raley’s (grocery) 
store in Placerville. It had all 
the fruits and vegetables out 
in front of the place.”

The success of the Y Street 
store, which had a dirt floor 
and initially sold cold wa-
termelon, ice, beverages and 
wood blocks, was achieved 
through the Kassis family’s 
reputation for providing qual-
ity food and service.

This success led to the 
establishment of Stop-N-
Shop, Store #2, at 1330 
16th St. in about the early 
1930s.

As the prosperity of the 
Stop-N-Shop stores in-
creased, A.G. Kassis trans-
ferred ownership of his 
stores to four of his sons.

Of the five sons of A.G., 
only John ventured outside 
the family’s grocery busi-
ness, as he instead opted to 
go to medical school. Even-
tually becoming Dr. John 
Kassis, John practiced fam-
ily medicine in Sacramento 
for nearly a half-century.

The number of Stop-N-
Shop stores continued to in-
crease as a Del Paso Heights 
store was added in about 
1939 and three years lat-
er, the 2000 I St. market 
opened.

Following his service in 
the Army during World War 

II, Eli’s son, Bill Kassis, who 
formerly worked at the 16th 
Street store and opened the 
20th and I streets store, 
opened the Land Park area 
Stop-N-Shop store, which 
was located at 3231 River-
side Blvd.

‘Store of tomorrow’
The two-story Riverside Bou-

levard building, which was built 
by the Erickson Construction 
Co. and included a warehouse 
elevator, opened in late 1947.

The Riverside Boulevard 
store, which Theodore H. 

Richards of the Bercut-
Richards cannery referred 
to as “the store of tomor-
row,” was locally unique for 
its time, as this early super-
market served as the anchor 

Stop-N-Shop: Riverside Boulevard store was one of the most notable of all 13 stores
Continued from page 10

See Shop, page 23

Photo courtesy of the Kassis family
Bill Kassis (far right) serves customers (left to right) Janice Gee, Malcom F. Gee, Lana Coppin and Chet Coppin at the Riverside 
Boulevard Stop-N-Shop store in about 1950.
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Sacramento Children’s Chorus
HOLIDAY CONCERT 

•  12/4/10   7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
First Church of the Nazarene

1820 28th Street

•  12/5/10  4 to 6 p.m.
Carmichael 7th Day Adventist Church

4600 Winding Way

Purchase tickets online at
sacramentochildrenschorus.org

General $15 - Students $10

Pancake Breakfast
Santa Claus, & Craft Faire

Sunday, December 5th
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

$5 in advance – $7 at the door
For Info contact

Julie Taylor at 837-3122

Holy Spirit School
3920 West Land Park Drive

Sacramento
Childrens’ Chorus

Calling all Singers
Grades 2 – 12 for

January Auditions

Questions? Email:
info@sacramentochildrenschorus.org
sacramentochildrenschorus.org

(916) 454-1141

CALL AND PLACE YOUR 
EVENT TODAY!

Call (916) 429-9901

Sing Joyfully
Presented by River City Chorale

• Friday, December 3 – 7:30 p.m.
Christ Community Church

5025 Manzanita, Carmichael
• Saturday, December 4 – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Presbyterian Church
625 Florin Road, Sacramento
• Sunday, December 5 – 4 p.m.

Pleasant Grove Community Church
1730 Pleasant Grove Boulevard, Roseville

Plus Orchestra & Bel Tempo Handbells
Tickets by Phone: (916) 331-5810
Adults $12 advance, $15 at door, 

Children $5 (under 12)

“Nutcracker Ballet Performance”
Dec. 15 & 16: Ballet performances 

of “Christmas Angels” & “The 
Nutcracker Suite,”both choreographed 

by Don Schwennesen & coached by
 the esteemed faculty members of the 

Crockett-Deane Ballet Co. & 
the Deane Dance Center. Admission: 

Adults $15, Seniors/Students $12, 
Children $10. Hiram Johnson High 

School Auditorium, 6879 14th 
Ave., Sacramento (916) 453-0226; 

deanedancecenter.com 

 Perfect Holiday Gift  for the Reader

The Pocket-Greenhaven Friends of the 
Library will be selling bookplates. 
For $25, you can have a bookplate 
placed in the library book of your 

choice. Everyone who checks out that 
book will know you are a supporter of 
reading and the library. 20% discount 
on all Book Store purchases that day 

for members with card.
Saturday, December 11 – 9 a.m. to 5 p.m

Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Library
7335 Gloria Drive, Sacramento

3rd Annual 
Dancing in the River City

2011 California State Championship
COMPETITION/SHOW/PARTY

Sunday, January 16, 2011
Show @ 7:30 p.m.

The Ballroom of Sacramento
6009 Folsom Blvd. 

www.DancingInTheRiverCity.com

of a wide variety of busi-
nesses.

Doris (Lopes) Yager, a 1938 
graduate of McClatchy High 
School, said that her moth-
er, Gloria Lopes, was one of 
the very first customers of the 
Riverside Boulevard store.

Doris added that by 1950, 
she had moved into her 
mother’s house at 1250 Mari-
an Way in the Land Park area 
and had begun to shop at the 
Riverside Boulevard store.

“When I got married, I lived 
with my mom for several years 
and I did all my shopping at 
(the Riverside Boulevard) Stop-
N-Shop,” Doris said. “It was the 
only grocery store in the neigh-
borhood, so naturally every-
body shopped at Stop-N-Shop. 
It had such things as a meat 
counter, a fruits and vegetables 
department, a post office, a drug 
store and Swanson’s Cleaners 
was there, too, so you had every-
thing in the one store. And Bill 
Kassis was there all the time and 
he was a very nice gentleman, as 
I recall. It was quite the grocery 
store for its time.”

Bill, 88, who is now the pa-
triarch of the Kassis fami-
ly, remembers the store with 
much passion and detail.

He emphasized that the 
Riverside Boulevard building, 
which also included a barber-
shop, a beauty shop, a Green 
Stamp redemption center and 

a location of the locally-fa-
mous Hart’s Pastry, was fortu-
nate to have Ash Rutledge and 
his Vic’s Ice Cream across the 
street at 3199 Riverside Blvd.

“We were very good friends 
and actually, we depended on 
each other,” Bill said. “I’d have 
lunch there every day.”

A 1965 city directory shows 
the continued expansion of 
Stop-N-Shop, as the num-
ber of its store locations had 
reached 11 by this time. These 
stores included the River Park 
store at 5491 Carlson Drive 
and stores at 4065 McKinley 
Blvd. and 5815 Stockton Blvd.

Lucky No. 14
Overall, the Kassis family 

eventually operated 13 stores, 
yet in a similar theme to build-
ings that do not designate a 13th 
floor, the store numbers jumped 
from Store #12 to Store #14.

Surpassing the popularity of 
the chain’s Riverside Boulevard 
location was one of the last 
Stop-N-Shop stores to be con-
structed – the then-very mod-
ern Fort Sutter Shopping Cen-
ter supermarket at 2815 L St., 
where Sutter General Hospi-
tal was later built. The market 
structure also included candy 
and coffee shops and laundry 
and shoe repair businesses.

Bill said that Stop-N-Shop 
was well represented in the 
north area of Sacramento.

In addition to the Del Paso 
Boulevard store, north area 
Stop-N-Shop stores were lo-
cated at 4120 El Camino Ave., 
Fulton and Marconi avenues, 
where Honey Baked Ham is 
located at the present day ad-
dress of 2875 Fulton Ave., 
2312 Watt Ave. at Country 
Club Plaza and 1765 Arden 
Way at the Arden Fair Mall.

Greg Kassis, the son of Lew 
Kassis and a Stop-N-Shop 
employee for most of the 
years of 1954 to 1975, said 
that he most fondly remem-
bers the Fulton and Marconi 
avenues store.

Greg added that he first pro-
vided assistance at this store 
when he was 7 years old.

“I used to ride my bike to 
work (at the Fulton and Mar-
coni avenues store),” Greg said.

Food court pioneers
When asked about the north 

area Stop-N-Shop locations, 
Bill was quick to describe the 
uniqueness of the Watt Avenue 
site’s Gourmet Lane, which in-
cluded Frank Fat’s restaurant, 
La Fiesta Mexicatessen Restau-
rant, Hart’s Restaurant, Frank’s 
Fisherman’s Wharf Restau-
rant, T&T Burger Bar, Farm-
er Joe’s Restaurant and Keller’s 
Doughnut Shop.

“As far as I remember, 
(Gourmet Lane) was one of 
the first food courts that was 

opened anywhere in the coun-
try,” Bill said.

Although Stop-N-Shop 
stores once held a very high 
position in the world of Sac-
ramento grocery stores, their 
heyday gradually ended as the 
stores were individually sold 
at separate times due to com-
petition from other grocery 

stores and financial struggles 
related to other Kassis family 
business ventures.

Despite the absence of any Stop-
N-Shop stores in Sacramento by 
1975, the fond memories of Stop-
N-Shop markets continue to live 
on today in the minds of the Kas-
sis family and their stores’ many 
former customers.

Shop: Kassis family pioneered ‘stores of tomorrow,’ early food court
Continued from page 22
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For more Calendar entries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: susan@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

December

Beginning bridge lessons
Through Dec. 7: Learn party bridge 
procedures with the Greenhaven Com-
munity Bridge Group. Lessons on eval-
uating hands, bidding, card play and 
coaching, keeping score, partner sup-
port strategies. Become more comfort-
able and confident in playing bridge so-
cially. Meet new people; bring a spouse, 
friend or neighbor. All are welcome. $10 
for materials. 7 p.m.–9 p.m. Greenhaven 
Lutheran Fellowship Hall, 475 Florin 
Rd. (across from Kennedy High School). 
Dale or Barbara, (916) 424-3925
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Tomorrow’s Legacies’
Through Jan. 9: “Tomorrow’s Legacies: 
Gifts Celebrating the Next 125 Years.” Ex-
hibit celebrating the Crocker Art Museum’s 
125th anniversary and 125,000 square foot 
expansion. 216 O St., Sac. (916) 808-7000, 
www.crockerartmuseum
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘A Pioneering Collection’
Through Feb. 6: “A Pioneering Collection: 
Master Drawings from the Crocker Art Mu-
seum.” The finest early collection of Europe-
an drawings in the U.S. Works by Dürer, Fra 
Bartolommeo, van Dyck, Fragonard and In-
gres. Crocker Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. 
(916) 808-7000, www.crockerartmuseum
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘The Vase and Beyond’
Through Feb. 6: “The Vase and Beyond: 
The Sidney Swidler Collection of the Con-
temporary Vessel.” Comprised of some 800 

vessels by 300 artists, this collection show-
cases the wide-ranging, innovative practice 
of contemporary ceramic artists with a gor-
geous array of forms, techniques and glazes. 
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 
808-7000, www.crockerartmuseum
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tai Chi
Daily, except Sundays: Meditation, breath-
ing, forms and various styles of Tai Chi are 
taught. No experience necessary. Everyone 
welcome. Free. 8 a.m.–9 a.m. Reichmuth 
Park, 6135 Gloria Dr., Sac. (601) 559-5481
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Arts lunch & learn
Dec. 2: Join other art lovers for an in-depth 
30 minute talk about one or two works of 
art on view. This discussion will focus on 
the bis poles by the Asmat of New Guinea. 
Free with museum admission. Crocker Art 
Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 808-7000, 
www.crockerartmuseum
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Big Band Dance
Dec. 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 21, 23, 28, 30: Dance 
to the rhythms of the Big Band era. Ev-
ery Tues. & Fri. $5 admission. 1:15 p.m.–
3:45 p.m. Mission Oaks Community Cen-
ter, 4701 Gibbons Dr., Carmichael. (916) 
972-0336
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Christmas Memories’ musical lunch
Dec. 2-3: Back by popular demand, the 
VoCALs’ musical presentation of “Christ-
mas Memories” at 11:15 a.m. and 1:15 p.m. 
seatings at Casa Garden Restaurant, 2760 
Sutterville Rd., Sac. Entrée choices: Roast 
Chicken Breast with Apricot Wild Rice or 
Greek Salad with Shrimp; dessert Choco-
late Lover’s Cheescake. $20/person. First 
come, first served group reservations by one 
person, one check. Reservations a must. 
Proceeds benefit the Sacramento Children’s 
Home. (916) 452-2809
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Cleophas and His Own
Dec. 2: Film Frame: “Cleophas and His 
Own – A North Atlantic Tragedy.” While 
living with a Nova Scotia family in the mid-
1930’s, American painter and poet Marsden 
Hartley suffered a great personal loss that 
would affect his painting for the last sev-
en years of his life. This is Hartley’s story in 
his own words – a story of love, secret devo-
tion and sexual passion. Intro & discussion 
with film director Michael Maglaras. Reser-
vations required. 5:30 p.m. Purchase tickets 
at crockerartmuseum.org or the Admission 
Desk. $6 for members; $10 for nonmem-

bers; $12 for nonmembevrs including Mu-
seum admission. Crocker Art Museum, 216 
O St., Sac. (916) 808-7000
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Disabled American Veterans
Dec. 2: Ray Clark Chapter No. 35 of 
the Disabled American Veterans. First 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., Veterans’ Memorial 
Building, Carmichael Park, 5750 Grant 
Ave., (corner Fair Oaks Blvd. & Sue Palm 
Dr). All disabled veterans invited to at-
tend. (916) 635-7608
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: 12-Step group for 
those who struggle with obesity, food ob-
session or eating disorders. Meets Thurs-
days. 9 a.m. St. Andrews United Method-
ist Church, 6201 Spruce Ave., Sac. (800) 
600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of East Sacramento
Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Hear guest speak-
ers address local, regional and interna-
tional topics. Visitors welcome. 12:15 
p.m.–1:15 p.m., every Thurs. Salva-
tion Army Dining Hall, 2550 Alhambra 
Blvd., Sac. www.rotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Hear guest speak-
ers address local, regional and internation-
al topics. Visitors welcome. 7:30 a.m., every 
Thurs. Aviators Restaurant, 6151 Freeport 
Blvd., Sac. Kelly Byam (916) 684-6854.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sutterville Heights Optimist Club
Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Come enjoy commu-
nity speakers and community projects for 
youth. 12 noon., every Thurs. Aviators Res-
taurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Cliff  (916) 
427-2698 or Mary-Jo at (916) 691-3059
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Teen Advisory Board meeting
Dec. 2: TAB is all about teens creat-
ing their own service projects – wheth-
er that means organizing fun programs 
for teens or other community outreach 
programs. 10 a.m.–11 a.m. Robbie Wa-
ters Pocket-Greenhaven Public Library, 
7335 Gloria Dr., Sac. (916) 264-2700 
www.saclibrary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Improve your 
language skills and lose fear of speak-
ing in front of people with Toastmas-
ter club Los Oradores. Una oportuni-
dad unica para mejorar sus habilidades 
bilingues y superar el temor de hablar 
delante de gente con nuestro club Los 
Oradores de la organizacion de Toast-
masters. Thursdays/Jueves, 6:45 p.m. 
2118 K St., Sac. Teri Bullington (916) 
723-6232, teri.bullington@gmail.com, 
www.sacramentotoastmasters.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

River City Chorale Christmas Concert
Dec. 3: The 60-voice River City Cho-
rale, chamber choir, and orchestra, and 
Bel Tempo Handbells will perform fes-
tive holiday music. 7:30 p.m. Advance 
tickets $12 adults ($15 at door), $5 
children under age 12. Christ Com-
munity Church, 5025 Manzanita Ave., 
Carmichael. (916) 331-5810
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Point West
Dec. 3, 10, 17, Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28: Hear 
guest speakers address local, regional and in-
ternational topics. Visitors welcome. 7 a.m., 
every Fri. Red Lion Inn, 1401 Arden Wy., 
Sac. www.pointwestrotary.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimists of Sacramento
Dec. 3, 10, 17, Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28: Sorop-
timist International of Sacramento South, 
a service club for business and profession-
al women, meets Fridays. 11:15 a.m.–12:45 
p.m. Casa Garden Restaurant, 2760 Sut-
terville Rd., Sac. Barbara McDonald, (916) 
363-6927
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Advent Craft Faire
Dec. 4: Come join in for a fun day of mak-
ing crafts. There will be a variety of “make 
and take” crafts including charm brace-
lets, gift tags, Christmas ornaments, flo-
ral arrangements, decorating a Christmas 
house, etc. There is something for every-
one. Bring the whole family! Enjoy a light 
lunch served around noon. Admission free. 
10 a.m.–2 p.m., Northminster Presbyteri-
an Church, 3235 Pope Avenue, Sac., (916) 
487-5192
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Arts Q&A
Dec. 4–5, 11–12, 18–19: Join other 
art lovers and discover the essence of 
the art on view in tours that emphasize 
looking, conversation and group inter-
action. Free with Museum admission. 
11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Crocker Art Muse-
um, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 808-7000, 
www.crockerartmuseum
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bariatric Surgery Informational Seminar
Dec. 4: Learn all about what bariatric 
surgery is and is not. 10 a.m.–12 p.m. 
Bruceville Terrace Multipurpose Room, 
8151 Bruceville Rd., Sac. Rondi Crowley 
(916) 423.5909.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Christmas Tree Lighting
Dec. 4: Come enjoy coffee, cookies, cocoa, the 
Children’s Chorus, Christmas tree raffle, music & 
other entertainment and meet Santa himself. Free 
event. 5 p.m.–6:30 p.m. Bring a new, unwrapped 
toy for a child between the ages of 0 and 16 for the 
Sac Co. Sheriff ’s Dept. Toy Project. All gifts will 
be given to kids in the Arden-Arcade area. Fulton 
Avenue Association, Tognotti’s Auto World, 2509 
Fulton Ave., Sac. www.fultonavenue.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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Day of Percussion
Dec. 4: Sac State hosts the Northern Ca-
lif. Day of Percussion. Guest artists include 
Anthony Cirone, Kevin Murray and per-
cussion groups from Sac State and Fres-
no State. Free admission during the day., 
Evening admission for concert with Hands 
On’Semble is $5 students & seniors, $8 gen-
eral. 10 a.m. Capistrano Hall, Sac State 
Campus, 6000 J St., Sac. (916) 278-7988
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
Dec. 4, 11, 18, Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29: 12-Step 
group for those who struggle with obesi-
ty, food obsession or eating disorders. Meets 
Saturdays. 8 a.m. Mercy General Hospital 
North Auditorium, 4001 J St., Sac. (800) 
600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Jensen Garden workday
Dec. 4: The Friends of the Jensen Botanical 
Garden will hold its next workday to keep 

the garden beautiful. Bring work gloves, 
hand pruners and your lunch. All welcome. 
Free. 9 a.m.–1 p.m. Jensen Garden, 8520 
Fair Oaks Blvd., Carmichael. Tracy Kerth 
(916) 485-5322 x23, tracy@carmichael-
park.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

River City Chorale Christmas Concert
Dec. 4: The 60-voice River City Cho-
rale, chamber choir, and orchestra, and 
Bel Tempo Handbells will perform fes-
tive holiday music. 7:30 p.m. Advance 
tickets $12 adults ($15 at door), $5 
children under age 12. Faith Presbyte-
rian Church, 625 Florin Rd., Sac. (916) 
331-5810
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

SAT Test
Dec. 4: The SAT college entrance exam 
will be administered. Visit www.colleg-
eboard.com to register and for locations 
near you.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
Dec. 5, 12, 19, Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: 12-
Step group for those who struggle to main-
tain healthy relationships. Meets Sundays. 2 
p.m. Heritage Oaks Hospital, 4300 Auburn 
Blvd., Rm.101, Sac (866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community Sunday breakfast
Dec. 5, 12, 19, Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: En-
joy a delicious breakfast of eggs Benedict, 
corned beef hash, Joe’s scramble, pancakes 
and more. 8:30 a.m.–11 a.m, every Sun. $9. 
Elks Lodge No. 6, 6446 Riverside Blvd. (at 
Florin Rd.), Sac. Proceeds benefit student 
scholarships. www.elks6.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pet foto fun with Santa
Dec. 5: Enjoy an afternoon of free hoy-
ous holiday photo fun with Santa and 
your furry family members. Pet parents 
welcome in photo, by photographer Hope 
Harris. Warm beverages, pet treats, hu-

man treats, too. Donations will benefit 
a favorite Midtown animal charity: the 
United Animal Nations (www.uan.org). 1 
p.m.–4 p.m. Tres Chic Boutique, 2228 J 
St., Sac. (916) 444-3668 www.feminine-
frocks.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

River City Chorale Christmas Concert
Dec. 5: The 60-voice River City Chorale, 
chamber choir, and orchestra, and Bel Tem-
po Handbells will perform festive holiday 
music. 4 p.m. Advance tickets $12 adults 
($15 at door), $5 children under age 12. 
Pleasant Grove Community Church, 1730 
Pleasant Grove Blvd., Roseville. (916) 331-
5810
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27: 12-Step group for those 
who struggle to maintain healthy relation-
ships. Meets Mondays. 7:30 p.m. Friends 
Community Church Fireside Room, 4001 E 
St., Sac. (866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sudoku 
answers
Continued from page 6
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Tree lighting 
and ‘Theatre of 
Lights’ in Old 
Sacramento
Pocket News photos by 
STEPHEN CROWLEY

Sacramento May-
or Kevin Johnson was 
on hand to greet  Father 
Christmas as  the com-
munity gathered in Old 
Sacramento for  the an-
nual  Old Sacramento 
Tree Lighting and The-
atre  of  Lights  on Nov. 
24.

The Salvation Army 
Brass  Band helped to 
contribute to the fes-
t ive  atmosphere as  John-
son f l ipped the switch 
to l ight  this  year ’s  tree. 
A symphony of  l ights , 
sounds and v isual  ef-
fects  took the audience 
back to the era  of  Clem-
ent Clarke Moore’s  “A 
Visit  from St . Nicholas” 
– in 1857.

The Old Sacramen-
to Theatre  of  Lights 
wi l l  run two 20-minute 
l ight  shows throughout 
the the hol iday season 
Thursdays through Sun-
days at  6  p.m. and 7:30 
p.m.

There wi l l  be  sever-
al  “enhanced ” evenings 
that  wi l l  include a  v is it 
from Santa Claus in The 
Olde Christmas Shoppe 
fol lowing the perfor-
mances , with l iv ing his-
tory characters , themes 
street  vendors  with tra-
dit ional  treats  such as 
spiced nuts  and hot  co-
coa . Also new this  year 
are  the celebrity  “ Papas” 
who wi l l  appear  in the 
Theatre  of  Lights  per-
formances .

Dates and guests are:
• Saturday, Dec. 4 (Mellisa 
Paul, News 10 Weather)
• Saturday, Dec. 11 (Amy 
Lewis and Ed Crane, 
KFBK)
• Friday, Dec. 17 (Melis-
sa Crowley and Guy Far-
ris, Sacramento & Co.)
• Saturday, Dec. 18 (Syd-
ney Fong, Salvation 
Army)
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also possibly the kitchen area, 
which included a wood burn-
ing stove and perhaps a coal 
oil stove.

The upper level of such 
homes consisted of bed-
rooms, which were separated 
by a hallway that led to the 
front porch and stairway.

Some families in the area 
had their rowboats attached 
directly to these upstairs 
porches.

Area families were also ed-
ucated with the knowledge of 
how to help save their homes 
during a severe flood.

One such method was to 
lean out a home’s upper win-
dows or porch and break the 
lower windows with heavy 
objects or tools that were tied 
to long ropes.

The purpose of this action 
was to purposely flood the first 
floor, instead of running the 
risk of having the house car-
ried away in the floodwaters.

Built on higher ground
In addition to the construc-

tion of ground level, two-story 
houses in the area, some peo-
ple in the area also prepared 
for possible major floods by 
bringing in soil and building 
their homes on mounds.

On some occasions, soil for 
such houses was provided via 
dredgers that were used to build 
and repair the local levees and 
keep the river channel open for 
passenger and freight boats.

A dredger’s leverman would 
swing the boom, which trans-
ported large buckets of silt 
and soil, over the top of the 
levee and deposit the soil on 
the property.

The soil would then be lev-
eled to the desired height of 
the home builder.

Pocket historian Dolo-
res Greenslate said that she 
believes that among the ar-
ea’s residents who built their 
houses on mounds was a Por-
tuguese man, named Joe Lew-
is. This belief appears to be 
factual when considering that 
Lewis was known by the nick-
name, “Joe da Cabeco” (“Joe of 
the Top of the Hill”).

Following the break in the 
levee, several weeks passed 
before the floodwaters finally 
receded and people were able 
to return to their homes.

The most fortunate peo-
ple of the flood proved to be 
those who prepared them-
selves by having their entire 
living quarters on the second 
level of their homes.

For those who kept their 
homes in this manner, their 
post flood work only in-
volved repairing the foun-
dations of their houses and 

their ground level, cool stor-
age area.

Fortunately, unlike the people 
who resided in the Riverside-
Pocket area during the flood of 
1904, with the strengthening 
and higher level of the levees, 
people living in this area today 
are no longer constantly wor-
ried each winter about the pos-
sibility of major flooding.

Break: Burrowing ground squirrels and gophers 
weakened the levee
Continued from page 17
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The 1904 Edwards Break flood isolated the Pocket home of Manuel Seamas.




