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By SALLY KING
Pocket News writer
sally@valcomnews.com

An informal ceremony to 
celebrate the reopening of 
the Pocket Bike Trail near 
Freeport Bend was held July 
15 at 8 a.m.

The path at Freeport Bend 
was closed approximately 
four years ago to build the 
Freeport Water Intake Fa-
cility. Sacramento Council 
Member Darrell Fong and 
a small crowd attending the 
ceremony were excited to 
see this part of the path re-
opened. 

“This anchors the pathway,” 
Fong said. “There are great 
views and it adds value to the 
area.”

The new facility will use up 
to 85 million gallons of wa-
ter per day to service its cus-
tomers in central Sacramen-
to County.

Cynthia Orr, a Pocket res-
ident who grew up in Sac-
ramento, said she is looking 
forward to using the path 
again.

“With the path, I don’t have 
to use busy streets to ride my 
bike,” Orr said. “This will be 
a nice ride.”

Public outreach direc-
tor for the Freeport facil-
ity, Cecelia Curry, said she 
believes the project was 
successful because they 
had community input into 
how the building should 
be designed. She said they 
also made sure the facility 

features were maintenance 
free.

“The building was de-
signed to look like a fish,” 
Curry said. “There are water 
drops etched on each side of 
the building.”

Fong commented he 
thought it was aesthetical-
ly pleasing to look out at 
the river from the new facil-
ity that has a special feature 
where water cascades down 
the sides of the building.

Ray Schwartz from Ge-
remia Pools, who attend-

ed the ceremony, said he is 
part of the Sacramento Riv-
er Greenway Coalition that 
is working on completing a 
continuous public trail on 
the levee.

“We also want to see the 
trail from the American 
River Parkway completed,” 
Schwartz said. “We would 
like to see a river excursion 
train coming out here from 
Old Sacramento.”

Within minutes, folks were 
once again riding on the new-
ly opened path.

Freeport Bend Pathway open to public again

Pocket News photo, Sally King
THE FREEPORT WATER INTAKE FACILITY, now complete, necessitated the closure of the Pocket Bike Trail for some four years. The facility is designed to look like a fish, 
and has “reflective” sentiments written on the walls. The popular bike trail re-opened last Friday.

‘With the path, I don’t have 
to use busy streets to ride my 
bike. This will be a nice ride.’ 

–Cynthia Orr, Pocket resident



� The Pocket News  •  July 21, 2011  •  www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is part one 
of a two-part series regarding 
Victor Silva, a former resident 
of the Riverside-Pocket area.

In the early years of the Riv-
erside-Pocket area, the Sacra-
mento River was a very im-
portant part of the livelihood 
and existence of local resi-
dents.

Since most of the people of 
the area were farmers, they 
depended on the seasons for 
the growing of their crops.

During the non-farming 
times of the year, many turned 
to fishing for their income.

Local farmers fished in the 
part of the river from the Riv-
erside-Pocket area to Rio Vis-
ta.

With such activity, there 
was a need in the Riverside-
Pocket area for a person to 
build and repair their small 
fishing boats, which were lon-
ger than typical rowboats, 
since they were intended to 
carry as many as three men 
and hold large fishing nets 
and the catch.

This need was eventual-
ly filled by Vitorino “Victor” 
Dias Silva, who arrived in 
Sacramento at the age of 17 
in August of 1915.

Victor, who was born in 
Pico island in the Azores Is-
lands of Portugal on May 18, 
1898, made the trip to Amer-
ica aboard a steamship with 
his cousins Manuel Nunes 
– later of Nunes Bros. boat 

builders, which was located 
at the foot of Y Street/pres-
ent day Broadway – and El-
vira Silveira, who later mar-
ried Manuel Fonts, Jr. of the 
Clarksburg area. They ar-
rived at Ellis Island on Aug. 
2, 1915.

During his voyage, Vic-
tor washed dishes aboard the 
ship to pay for about a third 
of his passage.

Victor, whose parents were 
Manuel Vitorino Silveira 
(later Silva) and Ana Etelvi-
na Teixeira Silveira (later Sil-
va), was part of a family of 
ship builders, who began with 
Victor’s mother’s grandfather, 
who was the founder of the 
ship building industry in the 
Azores.

In later generations, male 
descendents of Victor’s great-
grandfather in the Azores and 
others who came to America 
followed in his great-grandfa-
ther’s footsteps in the design-
ing and building of ships.

After arriving in the Arizo-
na area of the capital city in 
the area of today’s Southside 
Park, Victor resided with his 
older brother, Alfred Dias 
Silva, who had immigrated 
to America several years ear-
lier.

Victor’s first job in Sacra-
mento was to work as a “deck 
boy” on the Capital City, 
which was one of the two pas-
senger boats that preceded 
the famous twin river liners, 
the Delta King and the Del-
ta Queen.

The docking area for the 
Capital City and its compan-

ion, Fort Sutter, and later the 
Delta King and Delta Queen 
was located just south of the 
old M Street on the Sacra-
mento side of the river.

Victor’s experience as a 
“deck boy” aboard the Cap-
ital City began his career of 
working on paddlewheelers 
and other boats of the Sacra-
mento River Lines.

In September 1921, John 
Maria Silva, Victor’s brother, 
came to America at the age of 
20 and then settled in Sacra-

mento to be close to members 
of his family and work with 
his brother, Victor.

After arriving in California, 
John’s first job was working 
on tugboats and barges along 
the Sacramento River.

John’s desire to work with 
Victor became a reality in the 
early 1920s, when the two 
brothers worked assembling 
the Delta King and Delta 
Queen at the Port of Stock-
ton. Both vessels were built 
with ironwood decks from 
Spain, shafts and cranks from 
Germany and hulls from 
Scotland.

In 1924, John became em-
ployed with the River Lines 
(California Transportation 
Co.), which had already em-
ployed his brother.

Working side by side, Vic-
tor and John repaired river-
boats and passenger ships 
such as the Capital City, 
Fort Sutter, the Delta King 
and the Delta Queen. The 
brothers also constructed 
new tugboats, barges and 
riverboats.

It was also during this era 
and later that movies were 
being filmed along the river. 
And on one occasion, John 
worked as an extra on the 
1936 film, “Showboat,” as he 
wore a top hat, long, frock 

coat and a fabric bow and 
portrayed an early day pas-
senger in a Mississippi Riv-
er boat scene.

The brothers were work-
ing together once again 
in 1937, as they were em-
ployed in the construction 
of Capt. E.A. Paulson’s Su-
perior Boat Livery on the 
west bank of the Sacramen-
to River, just north of the 
then-two-year-old Tow-
er Bridge. This construc-
tion was performed by the 
brothers after work and on 
weekends on River Lines’ 
ways, where boats were also 
pulled ashore for repairs.

Prior to being employed 
with his brother and after his 
time working aboard the Cap-
ital City, Victor also worked 
on the clamshell (bucket) 
dredger, Argyle, which helped 
build up the Sacramento 
River levees to their current 
heights from Sutter Bypass in 
Sutter County to Rio Vista in 
Solano County.

Originally working for the 
Argyle Dredging Co. as a 
maintenance and repair la-
borer, Victor quickly became 
a “leverman,” which was the 
most important job – a po-
sition involving the opera-

Former Riverside-Pocket area resident was a notable ship builder

Photo courtesy, PHCS
Portuguese men work on a riverboat on the River Lines ways in 1935. Victor Dias Silva stands next to the propeller on the left 
and his brother, John Silva, stands alongside the propeller at the center of this photograph.

See Silva, page 7
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Silva: Family tradition of ship building came from Portugal
Continued from page 6

tion of the boom and clam-
shell.

While Victor was work-
ing on the Argyle, he met his 
then-future wife, Maria Glo-
ria “Mamie” Machado, who 
was introduced to him by 
the Argyle’s cook at the time, 
Minnie Perry (later Min-
nie Corey). Perry was acting 
upon Victor’s request to find 
a nice girl to marry.

Victor and Mamie were 
married at the St. Elizabeth’s 
Portuguese National Church 
at the northeast corner of 
12th and S streets in January 
1923.

For a short time after his 
marriage, Victor would com-

mute to the dredger in his 
1922 Model T truck and re-
turn home on the weekends.

An activity of some of the 
Argyle’s Portuguese workers 
was to occasionally entertain 
guests by playing traditional, 
live music from the Azores. 
One of these self-taught mu-
sicians was Victor, who played 
the viola.

Victor, in order to be clos-
er to home, eventually began 
working for the River Lines 
again.

On Oct. 28, 1923, Victor 
and Mamie’s first child, Mar-
vin, was born, and on Nov. 23, 
1924, their daughter, Dolores, 
was born.

Although Victor contin-
ued working for the River 
Lines, passenger and com-
merce business declined on 
the river.

Because of this decline, Vic-
tor acquired additional em-
ployment, as he began work-
ing for the Lawrence and 
Erickson construction com-
panies, which built many 
large buildings, including 
state buildings.

Victor’s expertise with 
these companies was special-
ized finish work.

In addition to John, Victor 
had an older brother, Joe, who 
also immigrated to America 
and moved to San Diego.

Joe’s oldest son, Joe, Jr., 
showed a great interest in 
ship building and design, and 
he would come to Sacramen-
to to visit his uncle John to be 
tutored in ship construction 
and design.

Joe, Jr., who received more 
specialized ship construction 
and design training in San 
Diego, eventually built a ship 
model that was presented and 
accepted by the Smithsonian 
Institution.

Photo courtesy, PHCS
This typical fishing boat, shown in this c. 1900 photograph taken in Freeport, had a three-men capacity. Victor Dias Silva would repair and 
possibly construct this style of boat during his time as a Riverside-Pocket area resident.

Photo courtesy, PHCS
A commercial fisherman shows fish that he caught in the Freeport area in 
about the late 1920s. Victor Dias often repaired such boats during this era.
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Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primroselz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

loving companionS

friendly visitors programdocument prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

elderly servicesaSSiSTeD living

the meadows senior living

assisted living & memory care
flexible rates for 

June & July

(916) 226-9319
9325 East Stockton Blvd, 

Elk Grove

medical supplies

your services are needed
call melissa today
to place your ad

(916) 429-9901

By SAL ARRIGO, JR.
Special to Pocket News

Even though I am Italian, I 
have yet to have an opportuni-
ty to visit Italy. It’s one of my 
“bucket list” items that I want 
to be able to cross off one day, 
but for right now, it will have 
to wait. However, there is one 
place I can go each year for a 
taste of my heritage – the an-
nual Festa Italiana.

This 26th annual event will 
be held on Saturday, Aug. 6, 
2011 and Sunday, Aug. 7. Come 
join me at the Croatian Cultur-
al Center at 3730 Auburn Bou-
levard, two blocks east of I-80 
and Watt Ave., and enjoy Ital-
ian music, culture, food (who 
doesn’t enjoy Italian food?), 
wine tasting, entertainers and 
world-class dancers.

Italians are all about la fami-
glia, so bring your family to this 
long-standing event in our re-
gion. If you have never enjoyed 
the challenge of playing bocce 

ball – it is not lawn bowling – 
you will get a chance to try it 
out and see some great bocce 
masters at work.

Experience one of the longest 
running cultural events in Sac-
ramento – you can also win a 
trip to Italy.

Tickets for this event are $10 
for adults, free for those 15 
years or younger. Parking the 
car is also free. Get your tickets 
now from the Italian Cultur-
al Center and don’t delay. No 
matter if you’re Italian or not, 
come and enjoy a great day – 
you won’t regret your decision.

The Italian Cultural Center, 
located at 6821 Fair Oaks Blvd. 
in Carmichael, is a treasure chest 
of all that is Italian. The Center 
has an array of programs from 
cooking classes to language 
classes, and an entire children’s 
program. You can experience all 
of this by simply contacting the 
Italian Cultural Center at (916) 
482-5900 or visit their website 
at www.italiancenter.net.

Valley Community Newspapers file photo, Lance Armstrong
YOUR SOURCE FOR ALL THINGS ITALIAN. The Italian Center is located at 6821 Fair Oaks Blvd. in Carmichael.

Italy is closer than you think at the annual ‘Festa Italiana’
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By SALLY KING
Pocket News writer
sally@valcomnews.com

Long-time Sacramento 
resident Shirley Plant is the 
recipient of the 2011 “Make 
It Happen Award.” The 
award is sponsored by the 
Melena and Enlow A. Ose 
Endowment for the Arts 
of the Sacramento Region 
Community Foundation.

Plant, who will be 85 in 
October, received a $15,000 
grant from Ose to build an 
endowment fund for Fairytale 
Town. Plant said she has been 
involved in Fairytale Town 
since its inception. Fairytale 
Town has over 25 play sets 
laid out on 2.5 acres in Land 
Park across from the zoo.

“It is a cultural experi-
ence for children,” Plant said. 
“There is the opportunity to 
see farm animals, enjoy music 
and theatre, and experience 
life through a fairytale.”

Plant said many children 
would not have these expe-
riences if it wasn’t for Fai-
rytale Town and that is why it 
means so much to her.

Fairytale Town’s executive 
director, Kathy Fleming, said 
Plant is creative and good at 
articulating her ideas.

“She is the little engine 
that could,” Fleming said. 
“She is good at involving 
people and wants to make it 
the best it can be.”

Plant was raised in Pasa-
dena and taught school for 

a short while. She met her 
husband while attending 
UC Berkeley. They moved 
to Sacramento in 1949 and 
raised four sons. 

Plant and her husband be-
came members of the Sac-
ramento Junior League.

Plant said the League re-
ceived an anonymous do-
nation of $3,000 and mem-
bers wanted to use it by doing 
something for children. Af-
ter a League member visit-
ed a park similar to Fairytale 
Town in Oakland, Plant said 
the idea was born.

“With a lot of blood, sweat 
and tears, we undertook the 
project,” Plant said. “We had 
to convince the city to give 
up some of the land from the 
municipal golf course.”

Friends of Fairytale Town, 
Inc. formed in May 1956. 
Fairytale Town opened in 
August of 1958. Plant said 
Fairytale Town was gift-
ed to Sacramento. Flem-
ing said the city owns and 
maintains the property and 
the ‘Friends’ board over-
sees the operations. In Oc-
tober 1997, Fairytale Town 
became a board-run, non-
profit organization.

To celebrate 50 years of 
operation, Fairytale Town 
added a ‘yellow brick road’ 
in front of the park, where 
a person can buy a person-
alized brick. Plant was the 
inspiration behind the idea. 
She said she saw it as a way 

for the park to raise funds 
for improvements and for 
the public to commemorate 
and honor loved ones.

“ Three generations of 
children have enjoyed Fai-
rytale Town,” Plant said. 
“Fairytale Town has an un-
usually rich environment 
and I am proud of it.”

Plant said there are no 
other places in Sacramento 
where children can see an 

egg hatch or be the guy on 
the crooked mile.

“Fairytale Town brings 
generations together 
through fairytales,” Plant 
said. “It creates continu-
ity for our society as a cul-
ture.”

Plant says Fairytale town 
is unique in that it serves 
many purposes. She said it 
brings the beginnings of lit-
erature to our children and 
feels honored to be recog-
nized as the recipient of the 
Ose award.

Know your neighbor 

Shirley Plant receives Ose ‘Make It Happen’ award

Pocket News photo, Sally King
Sacramento resident Shirley Plant was presented with the ‘Make It Happen’ award from the Ose Endowment for the Arts 
of the Sacramento Region Community Foundation. The $15,000 grant that comes with the award will be used to build an 
endowment for Fairytale Town.
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News writer
lance@valcomnews.com

The waiting is finally 
over. The always antic-
ipated California State 
Fair opens today, July 
14, and with it comes its 
usual traditions, which 
of  course include “fair 
food.”

This is the time that 
guests of the event put 
aside their general eat-
ing habits and partake in 
a wide variety of edible as-
sortments ranging from 
longtime favorites such as 
corn dogs and cotton can-
dy to just about any fried 
food imaginable.

Although many reports 
have been made regarding 
the fair’s food offerings, less 
emphasis is generally placed 
on the food vendors them-
selves.

And these vendors un-
doubtedly have many unique 
details to tell about them-
selves and their histories in 
business.

Despite their busy sched-
ules as they prepared for this 
year’s fair, several vendors 
dedicated time to share in-
formation about themselves, 
the fair and their food offer-
ings.

Milo Franks’ corn dog 
stands

One such individual 
was corn dog vendor Milo 
Franks, who volunteered the 
obvious observation that he 
has a surname that is quite 
fitting for a man in his line 
of business.

Franks, 61, who lives in 
Pilot Hill, near Auburn, said 
that he has seen the conces-
sions at Cal Expo grow tre-
mendously in his four de-
cades of selling corn dogs at 
the State Fair.

“I’ve been working at the 
State Fair since the sec-
ond year it was here (at Cal 
Expo) in the new facilities,” 
said Franks, who also sells 
pizzas with dough made 
on the fair’s premises. “I 
can remember there were 
stands here that were actu-
ally made out of those cargo 
vans that you can rent now-
adays. And there were tents 
back then. Guys used to call 
them knock down joints. 
They were canvas (with 
2-foot by 4-foot boards). 
Now it’s just nothing to 
have $2,000 or more invest-
ed in a stand.”

In an attempt to bring 
entertainment to the fair, 
Franks is working with 
his secretary, Georgeanne 
Clasen, to present the Cali-

fornia State Fair’s first corn 
dog eating contest.

The qualifying round of 
the contest will be held on 
July 21 and 22 and the finals 
will be held on July 23.

The cost to enter the con-
test is $30 and the first place 
prize is $2,000, second prize 
is $500 and third is $300.

Although Franks, who en-
joys racing hot rods at the 
Sacramento Raceway in his 
spare time, has spent two-
thirds of his life as a corn 
dog salesman, he said that 
his initial plan was to be an 
industrial arts teacher, so he 
would not have to work dur-
ing summers.

Franks said that ironical-
ly, he has not had a summer 
off in 42 years, but added if 
he ever retires, he will build 
a car and race in all of the 
National Hot Rod Asso-

ciation meets around the 
country.

Jungle George’s Exotic 
Meats and Bugs

Certainly, fair food offer-
ings are much different to-
day than when Franks be-
gan selling corn dogs at the 
fair.

A prime example of this 
fact is the Jungle George’s 
Exotic Meats and Bugs trail-
er, which is operated by Fre-
mont, Calif. resident George 
Sandefur, a 38-year fair ven-
dor, who began his career 
working in his native state 
of Indiana.

Sandefur said that he of-
fers about 18 different, un-
usual meats such as alligator, 
python, raccoon and beaver 
meats and a full line of bugs 
from scorpions to crickets to 
maggots.

“We sell a lot of strange 
and unusual stuff,” Sand-
efur said. “Our new sand-
wich this year is our Mag-
got Melt, which is like a 
patty melt, but instead of a 
burger, it has maggots. We 
also have desserts, including 
deep fried butter and deep 
fried jelly beans.”

Offering unusual edibles 
was not always one of his 
trademarks, explained Sand-
efur.

“My trailer used to be a 
chicken trailer, but it just 
wasn’t doing what I want-
ed it to do,” recalled Sand-
efur, who has one child and 
five grandchildren. “So, last 
year, the California State 
Fair called and asked me to 
do something strange. I said, 
‘How strange?’ They said, 
‘Oh, maybe some strange 
meat or alligator or some-
thing like that.’”

Sandefur, who enjoys 
boating, swimming and fly-
ing standard, single engine 
airplanes during his spare 
time, said that by the follow-
ing April, he introduced alli-
gator meat, Rocky Mountain 
oysters and other unusu-
al offerings at the Marico-
pa County Fair in Phoenix 
and sold out his inventory in 
about an hour.

“I said, ‘Oh, well, may-
be I’ve got something here,’” 
said Sandefur, whose per-

Pocket News photo, Lance Armstrong
Unique fried foods like the ones advertised on this sign at a past California State Fair are among the annual event’s most 
popular edible items.

It’s time to eat ‘fair-style’ once again

See Fair, page 12
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BELLA ROSE COMMUNITY
Beautiful 2 bed, 2 bath condo in desirable Bella Rose. Clean up-
stairs end unit w/great upgraded tile entry, carpet, granite counters, 
built-in microwave/hood, washer dryer hookups, private balcony, 
walk in closet, etc. Community w/ heated pool, spa, 24 hr. work-
out facility! See 4200 E. Commerce Way #522 $70,000

NATHAN SHERMAN 969-7379
ERIN ATTARDI 342-1372

2401 American River Drive, Suite 150 | 484-2030 
4215 Freeport Blvd. | 916.454.5753 | www.dunniganrealtors.com

 NATOMAS
Adorable Natomas Home! You will love the custom 
paint selections, the beautiful kitchen with tile counters, 
newer carpet, ample storage cabinets and work bench 
in garage, low maintenance landscaped backyard with 
awning. Don't wait.  See www.2043paulcourterway.
com $179,000

ERIN ATTARDI 342-1372

WHAT AN OPPORTUNITY!
Wonderful floor plan & convenient location. Offering 3 bed-
rooms plus an office & two full bathrooms in over 1500 square 
feet, this house has everything you'll need! A large living room 
w/fireplace. The kitchen is oversized & features a dining bar & 
breakfast nook. Just a bit of clean-up and this house will shine! 
See www.3040azevedodr.epropertysites.com $137,500

KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458

GREAT ROOM CONCEPT
Adorable KB Home in The Hamptons! You will love the open 
floor plan, custom neutral paint selections, large great room down-
stairs with loft/bonus room upstairs, master suite with separate tub 
and shower, landscaped yard with stamped concrete patio. Low 
HOA dues! Don't wait! See 5232 Sun Chaser Way $159,000 

ERIN ATTARDI 342-1372

DESIRABLE NEIGHBORHOOD
Creekside home in desirable neighborhood. Close to schools, 
shopping, parks & easy access to major freeways. Open kitchen 
with island. Upgrade floor & counter tops. HOA cares for front 
yard. See www.4900lietoway.epropertysites.com $175,000

SUE LEE 833-1522
ALLISON COUCHMAN 248-1060

NATOMAS
Sophisticated Natomas home! You will love the bam-
boo floors, custom paint selections, spacious layout, 
large den/possible 4th bedroom, big bedrooms, and 
more! Don't wait! See www.210forasteracircle.com 
$189,000

ERIN ATTARDI 342-1372

DIDION SCHOOL DISTRICT
Features 4 bdrms, kitchen w/plenty of storage & dining 
bar, huge living room, formal dining area & separate FR 
w/gas fireplace. Large master w/2 closets, 2 sinks, large 
updated shower &  access to the backyard w/ pool & spa.  
www.7078lazyriverway.view24hours.com $329,000

KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458

REMODELED
Wonderful 4 bed, 2 bath remodeled single story home. Gor-
geous kitchen w/granite, high-end SS Kitchen Aid appliances 
& Vigo sink, stunning honey colored cabinets w/self closing 
drawers. See www.2126oneilway.2cmyhome.com $95,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555
KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458

ROSEMONT
Don't pass this one up. Full 4Bedrooms with a built-in pool. 
Living and Family Rooms. Front Yard has a nice entry lead-
ing to a private court yard. Comp roof is approx 12yrs old. 
This is a fixer - But Priced Accordingly. See 9374 Medallion 
Way $125,000

RON ROBERTS 806-0118

PENDING!
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sonal favorite exotic menu 
items are his alligator and 
yak burgers. “We just kept 
adding (unusual food items) 
and finally at the State Fair, 
we had probably 14 or 15 
different meats and we add-
ed bugs. I just keep going on 
and trying to see how strange 
and ‘wow’ I can get. I believe 
that patrons, especially the 
younger crowd, are looking 
for more than standard fair 
food these days. They want 
something you can’t go to a 
restaurant and get. They just 
want something ‘wow.’”

Tempura, Inc.
Tempura, Inc. owner Grace 

Wang has been working at fairs for 
more than 15 years, and has two 
trailers at this year’s State Fair.

Wang, who is assisted in the 
business by her husband Rich-
ard, who designed and built 
one of Tempura, Inc.’s trail-
ers, said that she is very excit-
ed about introducing crepes to 
guests of the State Fair through 
her Grace’s Crepes trailer.

“They never had crepes at 
the State Fair before,” said 

Photo courtesy, Grace Wang
Grace’s Crepes offers about 12 different crepes, including the fruit crepe, shown 
above.

Fair: State Fair continues 
through July 3
Continued from page 10

See Fair food, page 13



1�www.valcomnews.com  •  July 21, 2011  •  The Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Wang, a native of the northeast part 
of China. “The reason why we want-
ed to bring this new crepe trailer to 
the State Fair is because we wanted 
to bring healthy food to the fair. We 
want to do less fried stuff. Our crepes, 
we do everything from scratch and 
this is our own recipe. We have about 
12 different kinds of crepes.”

Tempura, Inc.’s other trailer will 
feature the Fresh Mexican Grill 
with quesadillas, chicken and beef 
fajitas, enchiladas, burritos, a nine-
item plate, called the “Super 9,” fresh 
tortillas and homemade salsa and 
guacamole.

Wang said that some of her pas-
sions in life are reading books, at-
tending seminars and living in Car-
michael.

Regarding Carmichael, she said, 
“It is a relatively old community, so 
it’s very quiet with a lot of trees, big 
yards and very nice neighborhoods. 
I really like it. My (two) kids play 
with the neighbor kids, and it’s very 
safe.”

California Ice Cream Co.
Relatively newcomers to the State 

Fair, but 20-year veterans of the fair 
circuit, Galt residents Philip and 

Crystal Miller are adding sweetness 
to this year’s fair through their Cali-
fornia Ice Cream Co. offerings.

The business features different fla-
vors of ice cream, banana splits, sun-
daes, a McDonald’s McFlurry-like ice 
cream cup and their new item, a bacon 
maple sundae.

Crystal said that eating the bacon 
maple sundae is like having “breakfast 
in a cup.”

As a helpful tip in finding her busi-
ness trailer, Crystal noted that the 
trailer is purple and pink and is dec-
orated with an image of a snowball-
throwing polar bear, named Cal.

When they are not working at fairs, 
the Millers devote time to Galt High 
School. Crystal is the assistant direc-
tor of the color guard and Richard is a 
volunteer visual arts coordinator.

Although Crystal hopes that many 
people take advantage of the many 
food offerings at this year’s State 
Fair, she stressed that she is desir-
ous that people come to the fair, in 
general.

“I hope everyone comes out and 
enjoys the fair,” Crystal said. “I know 
times are tough, but there’s a lot to 
do, so it’s well worth the entrance 
ticket.”

Fair Food: Snacks on a stick return, game meats and bug treats are newer
Continued from page 12
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Learn about dogs with 
jobs – Sac PD’s K9s at 
the Central Library
Special to Pocket News

From rescue dogs 
to guide dogs for 
the blind, man’s 
best friend works 
hard around the 
world. A special 
program at the Sac-
ramento Central 
Library will teach 
children about the 
Sacramento Po-
lice Department’s 
K9 Unit on July 
28 from 2 p.m. to 
3 p.m.

Kids will meet a 
Sacramento police 
officer and his four-
legged partner.

Police service dogs, 
or “K9s” as they are 
commonly called, 
perform a number of 
services in the local 
community.

There will be an 
opportunity to ask 
questions and learn 
how these human-
canine teams work together.

The Central Library is located at 828 I Street in Sacramen-
to. For more information, call (916) 264-2700 or visit www.
saclibrary.org.

Valley Community Newspapers file photo
The service dogs in the Sacramento Police Depart-
ment’s K9 Unit often go above and beyond in their 
service to protect and serve the community. Here, 
Pocket resident Otto Ducey pauses for a moment 
with Sacramento Police K9 Bandit. Ducey raised 
funds to provide Kevlar vests for K9s in the depart-
ment. Bandit survived being shot in the line of duty 
in 2010. His human partner is Officer Gary Dahl.
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732 Lake Front Drive
Lovely Riverlake home w/dwn-
strs master suite. Dramatic ceil-
ing treatments thruout. Great 
kitchen w/granite, lots of work 
space, dining bar & nook. Large 
bdrms upstrs, media/theater rm 
w/frig & sink. $650,000
SuSie k. Parker • 421-3546

10 Oak Ranch cOuRt • $495,000
tOm Lee • 393-1480

See all our listings at www.cookrealty.net

760 Lake FROnt DRive • $349,900
angeLa aDams • 761-9505

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ low introductory cost
★ start anytime
★ live classes

Call: Bob Shipley•451-6702

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
★ monthly cash Flow
★ tenant screening
★ maintenance
Call:  Brittany Naucke• 457-4907

957 LakeFront Drive
One story w/almost 2600sf, 4 
bedrooms, 3 car garage. Beauti-
ful hardwood floors, elegant wall 
treatments, new Anderson win-
dows in most rooms. Spacious 
family room with walk-in wetbar. 
$679,00
SuSie k. Parker • 421-3546

“…For Fine older homes and 
quality newer homes”

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

700 Lake Front Drive
Wonderful serene home with equal-
ly serene setting. Located accross 
from the lake enjoyable views from 
living room and two bedrooms. 
Beautifully updated and decorated 
with designer touches. $339,000 
SuSie k. Parker • 421-3546

12 ShaDy river CirCLe
Fantastic buy on this 2200 sq 
feet home with 5 bedrooms 
- separate room and full bath 
downstairs. Master bedroom 
has a sitting area. Backyard has 
lots of room. $299,000
Meena Chan Lee • 837-9104

JUST LISTED:
72 ShoreLine CirCLe
Clean 3 bdrm w/4th converted to formal dining. 2 large 
family rooms which looks like a great room with the set up - 
no real separation- skylight in one of the rooms - patio slider 
in the other to the deck - great for entertaining. Plus there 
is a separate living room in the front. Wonderful backyard 
with a covered deck overlooking fruit trees. $299,000
Meena Chan Lee • 837-9104

SOLD

“sign”
language

“sign”
language

For over 34 years

w w w. c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

v
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Beading for teens and 
‘tweens’
Special to Pocket News

Looking for a fun activity for your teen or tween? Check out the 
“Beading for Teens and Tweens” event at the Robbie Waters Pocket-
Greenhaven Library on Wednesday, July 27 from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Teens and tweens will make their own dolphin or beach 
bracelet. This teen Summer Reading Program is sponsored by 
the Friends of the RWPG Library.

While you’re there, turn in your completed Summer Read-
ing bingo card to pick up your free book, or (if you’ve already 
done that), turn it in and get another entry in the library’s 
grand prize drawing.

If you haven’t done so already, sign up for Summer Reading. 
It’s free, fun for the whole family (ages zero to 100-plus), and 
good for your brain.

The Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Library is located at 
7335 Gloria Drive in Sacramento. For more information, call 
(916) 264-2700 or visit www.saclibrary.org.
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By EARL ROGERS
Pocket News writer

Should the old and infirm be hidden 
behind a concrete wall? Need the very 
young be shielded from the very old by 
that same wall?

A residential care facility for the el-
derly in the Greenhaven area address-
es these concerns.

During construction, the architect 
and the city building department want-
ed a concrete wall to separate a residen-
tial care facility from the playground of 
an adjoining preschool.

John Cimino, owner of the former, 
argued for a wrought iron fence. He 
made his point.

“I fought for the fence. I wanted the 
openness for my elderly residents,” 
Cimino said. He has since backed up 
his concept with a landscaped patio 
featuring tables, chairs, and umbrel-
las alongside the wrought iron fence. 
Instead of being walled off, the elder-
ly residents now have an open view of 
children at play.

“Just yesterday the residents had 
lunch out there, and the kids were say-
ing ‘hi’ and waving to them. It lifts their 
spirits,” he added. “It changes the whole 
demeanor of the elderly when they see 
the children and hear them playing.”

Within the past year, Cimino and his 
business partner, Rangi Paula Giner, 
have opened the doors to The Mead-
ows at Country Place, A Care Center 
for the Elderly. According to Cimino, 
The Meadows fills a niche in the mar-
ket for the care of elderly people who 
do not need continuous medical atten-
tion.

“There are basically two kinds of li-
censes in California,” he said. “Skilled 
Nursing, licensed by the Department 
of Health, and Residential Care for the 
Elderly licensed by the Department of 
Social Services. There is no special li-
cense for assisted living,” he added. “As-
sisted living is an industry phrase.”

Assisted living can be covered by a li-
cense for Residential Care for the El-
derly, along with other services. The 
Meadows offers non-medical custodi-
al care for people with physical disabil-
ities, dementia, and Alzheimer’s. The 
17-room building includes a lounge 
area, a commercial kitchen, a homelike 
atmosphere and a patio area on two 
sides of the building.

“Our license gives us flexibility,” 
Cimino said. “Our building has to be 
a safe place. We need to protect the el-
derly person’s privacy.”

If residents become combative or 
belligerent they can be referred to oth-
er residential care homes that special-
ize in helping more difficult individu-
als.

“We are a locked facility,” Cimino 
said, referring to the fact that some pa-

tients with dementia may have a ten-
dency to wander away.

“I think we shield the kids too much 
in certain things,” he reflected. “I don’t 
know how that is beneficial. Some peo-
ple don’t feel comfortable around wheel 
chairs and elderly people.”

As a part of his concept to break 
down the barriers between the very 
young and the very old, Cimino  put a 
locked gate in the wrought iron fence. 
He hopes to work with administrator 
and the teachers at the preschool, so at 
some time in the future they may allow 
groups of children to come through the 
gate for a field trip around the patio or 
have a little parade on Halloween or 
Thanksgiving or Christmas.

“With kids and the elderly, it’s not 
a clear cut easy thing,” he said. “Some 
parents are very touchy having their 
kids around people in wheel chairs. We 
have to watch out for the safety of the 
kids.”

He admits there are regulations that 
have to be met when dealing with chil-
dren, so he is moving slowly on this is-
sue.

He sees other advantages to the 
locked gate. The preschool is part of 
a larger campus housing the buildings 
and worship center of Greenhaven Lu-
theran Church. He would like to escort 
some of his residents through the gate 
on Sundays to attend worship services 
in the church sanctuary.

But is this a just one sided concept? 
Is it only beneficial to the elderly? Do 
preschoolers between two-and-five 
years of age get anything out of waving 
at the old folks standing at the fence or 
sitting in their wheel chairs in the pa-
tio? John Cimino believes this concept 
can benefit both groups.

“Within the industry, there has been 
collaboration where they have had day 
care centers as part of an assisted living 
facility,” he said. “It is very difficult to 
put the two together.” 

Here it was easier because the pre-
school was there and functioning when 
the elderly care facility was being de-
signed.

The people who run the Angels Nest 
Child Development Center are not op-
posed to having their playground and 
the care facility on opposite sides of 
an open fence. Eva Lack, a long time 
member of the governing board be-
lieves that contact with the elderly is 
extremely important for children.

For over twenty years, Eva ran the 
4th R Program at Crocker Elementary 
School, a before and after school pro-
gram for school-age children.

“Contact with the elderly is very ben-
eficial to kids,” she said, remember-
ing the years when she belonged to 
the Greenhaven Mothers’ Club, taking 
their children to visit the elderly in con-
valescent hospitals. Now, her daughter 

is doing the same with her own chil-
dren.

Children have always been taught to 
be wary of strangers outside the wall. 
They need guidance when meeting and 
greeting strangers through the fence. 
But given their innocent nature, the 

children can usually find something to 
like in the elderly, something to bright-
en their day.

The kids all know Bob, a resident of 
the care facility. Bob sometimes stands 
at the fence and sings to them. How 
cool is that.

Stone walls should not a prison make – a tale of two care facilities

Pocket News photo, Earl Rogers
CHILDREN PLAY IN THEIR PLAYGROUND that is adjacent to The Meadows at Country Place, A Care 
Center for the Elderly. The wrought-iron fence allows the very young and the very old to safely interact 
with one another.

Pocket News photo, Earl Rogers
CO-OWNERS OF THE MEADOWS, John Cimino and Rangi Paula Giner.
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By BENN HODAPP
Pocket News writer
benn@valcomnews.com

It is one thing to excel in a giv-
en field, but it is quite another 
to do so in a friendly, competi-
tive and fun environment. Such 
is the case with the Park Ter-
race Penguins of  the Sacramento 
Suburban Swim League (SSL). 
In talking with members, staff 
and team members, the prospect 
of  the team’s success in the water 
comes only after they describe 
the pleasant atmosphere, great 
coaching and good times had at 
the Park Terrace Swim & Ten-
nis Club.

Rion Larson is in his fourth 
season as head coach of  the Pen-
guins – a group some 250 strong 
from ages four to 18. He talked 
about his team’s continued suc-
cess.

“ We’re really strong (this year),” 
Larson said. “ The kids have all 
come back at a high level and 
ready to swim.”

Larson himself  swam for Park 
Terrace from the ages of  eight 
to 18, so he knows plenty about 
staying in shape in the off  sea-
son.

“ The high school swimmers 
swim in school during the off  sea-
son, but for the others we have 
clinics here at the club where they 
can work on getting stronger,” he 
said. “ It’s always good to stay in 
the water and the kids’ off  season 
work ethic is a lot better now.”

The Penguins are one-half  of 
a hotly-contested rivalry against 
the El Dorado Hills Tasma-
nian Devils (also known as “ The 
Taz”). According to the SSL web-
site, either the Penguins or the 
Taz have finished first in the end 
of  the year championship meet 
every year since 2000. The Taz 
took home six championships; 
the Penguins five. The only time 
in that timeframe where Park 
Terrace and El Dorado Hills did 
not finish 1–2 in the standings 
was 2008 when the Sierra Sharks 
took home second place behind 
El Dorado Hills.

Larson talked about the rivalry 
and what it means to the team.

He began with a laugh when 
asked about it, but it is a topic he 
revels in discussing.

“ They have a strong group of 
swimmers,” he said. “ We’ve had a 

nice ebb and flow over the years as 
far as who has the stronger team. 
It’s a nice rivalry for the league 
and it’s a lot of  fun. We circle the 
date on our calendar every year 
for when we meet them.”

Being the best is great, but Lar-
son and his fellow coaches make 
sure that the number one goal is 
to always have fun.

“ There is a culture here that is a 
fair balance of fun, relaxation and 
competition,” he said. “ There’s 
just something about the club 
that is laid back and fun. It’s a 
cool place to hang out and it’s ex-
citing to watch the kids work. We 
push them and they respond.”

As is the case with most teams 
in any sport, getting along can be 
a huge part of  on the field – or in 
this case, in the water – success.

“ There is a social aspect where 
the kids build camaraderie with 
all the others on the team. We 
pool from five or six different 
high schools, so the older mem-
bers get to be on the same team as 
swimmers that they swim against 
in high school.”

Dave Knox, manager of  the 
Park Terrace Swim & Tennis 
Club, lauded this camaraderie.

“ It’s a unique situation seeing 
kids ages four-to-18 mixing to-
gether,” he said. “ I ’ve never seen 
anything like it. The 11-year 
olds take care of  the five year 
olds, the 14-year olds take care 
of  the eight-year olds – it’s great 
to see. The kids breed life-long 
friendships here. It’s good phys-
ical activity, it’s a lot of  fun and 
it’s something the kids will nev-
er forget.”

One of  the Penguins’ best 
swimmers is 18-year old Jesuit 
High School senior Jamie Rodo-
ta. Rodota, who has competed 
with the Penguins since he was 
five years old, talked about his 
time with the team.

“ This has been how I have 
spent my summers since I was 
five,” Rodota said. “ It’s like a sec-
ond family.”

Rodota said that the private 
swimming lessons he took at the 
club were invaluable to him in 
terms of  his talent progression.

“(The teachers) start out with 
the four main strokes and they 
know how to progress with each 
individual swimmer.”

This year’s head-to-head dual 
meet matchup with archrival El 

Dorado Hills went the way of  the 
Penguins. The July 16 meet saw 
Park Terrace come out on top by 
a score of  532–365.

All  teams in the league take 
part in seven head-to-head dual 
meets: one against every oth-
er team in the league. At the 
end of  the year, an al l-inclusive 
championship meet at Sierra 
College decides who is crowned 
the league champion. Park Ter-
race is  the two-time defending 
champion, edging out El Do-
rado Hills both times. So far 
this season, Park Terrace sits at 
a perfect 6–0 record with one 
meet sti l l  to come against the 
Sierra Sharks.

This year’s championship meet 
takes place July 29 – Aug. 1, and 
if  Park Terrace is going to “three-
peat” as champs, Larson knows 
that his team has to be at the top 
of  its game.

Larson, now 26, was an assis-
tant coach for six years before 
taking over the head coaching 
duties in 2008. He learned to 
swim at Park Terrace and went 
on to swim varsity all four years 
at Christian Brothers High 
School.

Park Terrace Penguins looking to become 
‘Three-Peat’ swim league champions

Photo courtesy, Jeri Clark
WARMING UP for their dual meet with the Folsom Sea Otters, these Park Terrace Penguins take to the water with gusto.
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Faces and places

Public flocks to 30th 
annual ‘Turtlerama’
Photos by STEPHEN CROWLEY
Pocket News photographer

Youngsters and the young at heart came to the 30th annual 
“Turtlerama” on July 16.

Hosted by the Sacramento Turtle and Tortoise Club, the 
popular annual event featured lots and lots of active turtles and 
tortoises, fascinated children and adults, and many opportuni-
ties to learn.

The interactions between humans and reptiles resulted in 
adoptions, better care for current Chelonian family members 
and an appreciation for the hard-shelled creatures in general.

Turtlerama will return next year. For more information about 
the proper care and/or rescuing of turtles, visit the Sacramento 
Turtle and Tortoise Club’s website at www.turtlebunker.com.
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Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

ADDITION SPECIALISTYOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

AIR CONDITIONING

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 
and reserve your space on the Pocket News 

Home Improvement page

CLEANING

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

CALL 444-0551

DON’T WAIT–BEAT THE HEAT!
Season Special

A/C Check-up–$85.00

REBATES/TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE/ ALL WORK GUARANTEED / SENIOR DISCOUNTS 

Cooling & Heating Service/Repairs 
New Installs & Existing Replacements
Maintenance Programs/Agreements

Service on All Brands 
 High Effi ciency Air Filters 
Freon Leak Detection 

 LIC# 696355

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

NO JOB TOO SMALL!
Call Eric

(916) 470-3488

Carbon Monoxide Detector 
Installation

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement!
–Plumbing – Carpentry – Electrical
– Yard Care – Hauling – Sprinklers

Quality work the fi rst time, Guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

Sunshine Electrical

Security Lighting
Upgrades/Remodels/Repairs

Spa Electrical
FREE Estimates/Small jobs OK

(916)344-8735 or (916)752-5308
Ca License # 633853

ELECTRICAL

Prompt. Dependable. Honest!

GARAGE DOORS

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HAULING/SPRINKLER REPAIR
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 14 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

 Summer Clean-up SPECIALS
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SOVEREIGN PAINTING

 (916) 422-4416
Dan Sovereign

painting

Quality craftsmanship
3rd Generation Painter 

with over 30-years experience

Lic.#484215

Interior & Exterior Painting

gary’s painting
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

paintingpainting

hardwood flooring & More

Specializing in installing, 
sanding, and finishing 

hardwood flooring. 
Also do home repairs from 
painting to electrical work. 

Call Mike – (916) 383-8742
Lic # 544159/Ref. Available

Hardwood Flooring

Call 444-0551

WE CHARGE BY THE JOB... 
SO YOU KNOW THE COST 
BEFORE WE START!  

pluMbing

free estiMates / all worK guaranteed / senior disCounts / liC # 696355

Toilet, faucet, sink & disposal repairs
Installation of new plumbing fixtures
Trenchless sewer replacement

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water & gas line repair
Water heaters 

ROONEy’S
PLuMbING

full serViCe pluMbing

pluMbing

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

tree serViCepool serViCe

hardwood flooring landsCapingyour ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your services are needed! Call (916) 429-9901 
and reserve your space on the Pocket News

home improvement page

painting

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your serViCes are needed
Call Melissa today to plaCe your ad
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HANDYMAN SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call Steven 
at 230-2114.

HARDwooD fLooRINg & HANDYMAN
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring. Also, 
home repairs from painting to electrical work. 
Call Mike at  (916) 383-8742. References avail-
able/Lic#544159

pEt SIttINg
pEt SIttINg
Janet’s planet pet Sitting 20 years experience. 
Lic# 1004340 Vet. Approved! (916) 349-6699.

1986 oLDS CutLESS CIERA
gRANDMA’S CLASSIC
Oldsmobile Cutless Ciera for sale. 82,300 mi., good 
condition, $1700 cash. Call (916) 600-3904.

HANDYMAN
CLEANup SpECIA LS
gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, drive-
ways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, pressure 
washing/power spray, hauling, yard work,  painting, 
tree & shrub removal, clean-up, fence repairs, light 
tree trimming, & more. Ref avail. Call Les at 838-
1247.  Specials for seniors. Licensed.

#1 BOOkkEEPER
28 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820.. www.taxirene.info

bookkEEpINg tAx pREpARER

#1 tAx pREpARER
28 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax 
returns including Corp & Partnerships. We 
prepare expertly all past tax returns includ-
ing all State returns. Get the most deductions 
allowed to you by law. CTEC Registered & 
Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. Irene 
Senst (916) 640-3820. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info

Advertise in California Kids! 
Serving Greater Sacramento, 

For more information, 
call Marc

(916) 429-9901
Published by Valley Community 

Newspapers, Inc.Sell your car! 429-9901

for a box 
classified

ad
Call Melissa

429-9901

Place your ad! 
Call  429-9901

ADVERtISE YouR RENtALS

call 429-9901
sell your furniture
in the classifieds

call Melissa at 429-9901

By DOUG McCARLEY
Special to Pocket News

Pocket Girls Softball had 
three teams participate in 
area All-Star tournaments 
during June and July and all 
teams represented the Pock-
et/Greenhaven area extreme-
ly well.

The league had three dif-
ferent age groups (8U, 10U 
and 12U) for All-Stars and 
began practicing in early June 
several times each week. All 
three teams competed in sev-
eral weekend tournaments, 
which sometimes required 
the girls to play up to three 
games in one day and up to 
six games during one week-
end. 

The Pocket 10U (10 and 
under) All-Star team, the 
Crushers, won the North-
ern California (NorCal) Girls 
Softball Association tourna-
ment at Elk Grove Park on 
July 10. The team went unde-
feated (4–0) during the two-
day tournament.

Pocket played two very 
close games against rival 
Natomas on Sunday. Dur-
ing the first game, Pocket 
rallied from a 5–3 deficit in 
the bottom of the fifth in-
ning. With the bases loaded 
and two outs, a player stole 
home to win the game, 6–
5. The team stormed the 
field to celebrate the victo-
ry after battling back to win. 
The Championship game 
was also very close, with the 
game tied 4–4 for several in-
ning before Pocket scored 

Pocket Girls Softball delivers in All-Star tournaments

Photo courtesy
WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS. The Pocket 10U (10 and under) All-Star team, the Crushers, won the Northern California (NorCal) Girls 
Softball Association tournament at Elk Grove Park on July 10. The team went undefeated (4–0) during the two-day tournament.

two runs in the bottom of 
the fifth inning to win 6–4.

The team also placed third 
in the American Softball As-
sociation (ASA) Champion-
ship tournament in Folsom 
on June 26. The team’s perfor-
mance earned them a birth to 
the Pacific Coast Region “C” 
Regional All-Star Champi-
onship. The Pocket 10U All-
Stars accepted the invitation 
to participate and travel to 
San Diego to battle the best 
teams in the Pacific Coast Re-
gion on Aug. 5-7.

Saturday fundraiser
To help support our team’s 

travel costs to San Diego, we 
are hosting a “Carwash and 
Rummage Sale” this Satur-
day, July 23, at Caroline Wen-
zel Elementary School on 
Greenhaven Drive, which is 
also the home of Pocket Girls 
Softball. The Rummage Sale 
will be from 6 a.m. to 1p.m., 
and the Carwash will be from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. There will 
also be food sales, with items 
donated by Starbucks, BelAir 
and Nugget. Please drop by 
and support the team.

Although the girls hail 
from many different Pock-
et and Land Park elementa-
ry schools (Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Matsuyama, Merry-
hill, Caroline Wenzel, Sutter-
ville, Pony Express and Didi-
on), the Pocket 10U All-Star 
team came together in only 
five weeks because they have 
fun playing together and fan-
tastic team chemistry. Their 
performance during tourna-

ments, under pressure, has 
been amazing to watch as a 
coach. The girls will never for-
get winning the NorCal All-
Star Championship, but the 
friendships they have formed 
during practices and tourna-
ments will endure long after 
the softball season ends.

Pocket 12U (12 and under) 
Team

The Pocket 12U All-Star 
team participated in several 
tournaments during June and 
July, including a second place 
finish in the Stars of Cordova 
tournament in Rancho Cor-
dova, a second place finish in 

the American Softball Asso-
ciation (ASA) Championship 
tournament, and a third place 
finish in the Northern Califor-
nia (NorCal) All-Star Cham-
pionship. The 12U All-Star 
team has formed a comp/trav-
el ball team called the Havoc 
and will begin playing tourna-
ments in July. They are look-
ing forward to the challenge 
of travel ball and see this as 
a great way to improve their 
game both as individual play-
ers and as a team. Go Havoc!

Pocket 8U (8 and under) Team
The Pocket 8U team com-

peted in the Crazy 8 tourna-

ment over three weekends in 
June. Natomas Girls Soft-
ball hosted the first week-
end of pool play and Pocket 
went 3–0. The second week-
end the team went 2–1 while 
playing at Sacramento Soft-
ball. The team’s performance 
during the first two week-
ends earned them a first-
round bye for the third week-
end. They faced Elk Grove in 
the Championship game and 
came in second place. These 
young girls are not used to 
playing three games in one 
day, they played tough and 
had smiles on their faces af-
ter every game.
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Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: susan@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

Reunions

JFK High Class of 1981
Aug. 6: The John F. Kennedy High School 
Class of 1981 will celebrate its 30th Re-
union. $75/person. 6 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 
Valley High Country Club, 9595 Franklin 
Blvd., Elk Grove. Visit www.johnfkennedy-
classof81.com for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

C.K. McClatchy High School 1971
Sept. 17: C.K. McClatchy High School, 
Sacramento, Class of 1971, is holding their 
40th high school reunion at the Frasinet-
ti Winery. Contact McClatchy71@gmail.
com or Cyndy Wright at (916) 704-4952, 
or Steve Chan at (916) 421-7777.

ongoing

Tai Chi
Daily, except Sundays: Meditation, 
breathing, forms and various styles of Tai 
Chi are taught. No experience necessary. 

Everyone welcome. Free. 8 a.m.–9 a.m. 
Reichmuth Park, 6135 Gloria Dr., Sac. 
(601) 559-5481
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Oliver!’
Through July 24: Dramatic musical adap-
tation of Charles Dickens’ novel about the 
orphan who dared to ask for more. Call for 
times, prices. Music Circus. (916) 557-1999 
www.SacramentoMusicCircus.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Quilters Pride’
Through Aug. 6: “Quilters Pride” is an ex-
hibition of works by the Monday Morn-
ing Quilters of the Northminster Presby-
terian Church. Gallery hours: 11 a.m.–7 
p.m. Tuesday, 11 a.m.–3 p.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday. Sacramento Fine Arts 
Center, 5330B Gibbons Dr., Carmichael. 
(916) 971-3713
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Defending the Caveman’
Through Sept. 11:  Broadway’s smash 
comedy about the sexes, written by 
Rob Becker. Call for times, pric-
es. The Cosmopolitan Cabaret, 10th 
and K streets., Sac.. (916) 557-1999 
www.CosmopolitanCabaret.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Landscapes from the Age of 

Impressionism
Through Sept. 18: This exhibition of ap-
proximately 40 paintings includes many of 
the finest examples of mid-19th through ear-
ly 20th-century French and American land-
scapes from the collection of the Brooklyn 
Museum. These works form a broad survey 
of landscape painting as practiced by lead-
ing French artists such as Gustave Courbet 
and Claude Monet, as well as their most sig-
nificant American followers, including Chil-
de Hassam and John Singer Sargent. Crocker 
Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 808-
7000, www.crockerartmuseum.org.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Transcending Vision: American 

Impressionism, 1870–1940
Through Sept. 25: “Transcending Vision” 
traces the development of Impressionism in 
the United States and the growth of a tru-
ly American style of painting. The exhibition 
includes works by more than 75 prominent 
American artists including George Bellows, 
George Inness, Childe Hassam, Ernest Law-
son, Lilla Cabot Perry and Julian Alden Weir. 
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 
808-7000, www.crockerartmuseum.org.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Gardens and Grandeur: Porcelains 
and Paintings by Franz A. Bischoff
Through Oct. 23: After beginning his ca-
reer as a china painter in Bavaria, Franz A. 
Bischoff immigrated to the United States in 
1885 to become one of the foremost porcelain 
painters of his day. He won numerous awards 

and earned the title “King of the Rose Paint-
ers.” “Gardens and Grandeur” features approx-
imately 40 examples of Bischoff ’s work, in-
cluding porcelains, still lifes, and landscapes. 
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O St., Sac. (916) 
808-7000, www.crockerartmuseum.org.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

July

Bilingual Toastmasters
July 21, 28: Una oportunidad unica para 
mejorar sus habilidades bilingues y su-
perar el temor de hablar delante de gente 
con nuestro club Los Oradores Toast-
masters. Improve your language skills 
and lose fear of speaking in front of peo-
ple in Spanish and English with Los 
Oradores. Every Thursday/Cada Jueves 
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm Sutter Cancer Cen-
ter 2800 L Street, Sac. Teri Bullington 
(916) 723-6232 teri.bullington@gmail.
com,www.sacramentotoastmasters.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
July 21, 28: 12-Step group for those who 
struggle with obesity, food obsession or eat-
ing disorders. Meets Thursdays. 9 a.m. St. 
Andrews United Methodist Church, 6201 
Spruce Ave., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Living Positive with Chronic 
Disease group
July 21, 28: Meet-up group for people liv-
ing with chronic disease who honor how 
important a positive mindset is. If you want 
to complain – this isn’t the group for you. 
The group will discuss and support: best 
practices for managing your condition, com-
munication strategies, ways to laugh, have 
fun, engage with life and more. Free. Meets 
Thursdays. 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. Starbucks, 
1401 Alhambra Blvd., Sac. Danea Horn 
(503) 319-4247
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

See more Calendar, page 27
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Rotary Club of Pocket/Greenhaven
July 21, 28: Hear guest speakers address lo-
cal, regional and international topics. Visi-
tors welcome. 7:30 a.m., every Thurs. Avi-
ators Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. 
Kelly Byam (916) 684-6854.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sutterville Heights Optimist Club
July 21, 28: Come enjoy community speak-
ers and community projects for youth. 12 
noon., every Thurs. Aviators Restaurant, 
6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Cliff  (916) 427-
2698 or Mary-Jo at (916) 691-3059
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Kiwanis Club of East Sacramen-
to–Midtown
July 22, 29: Come listen to an interesting 
guest speaker weekly; community service, 
serving the children of the world. Visitors 
welcome, first breakfast “on us.” 7 a.m. – 8 
a.m. Fridays. 2875 50th St., UC Davis Med. 
Ctr., Sac. (916) 761-2124 www.eastsacmid-
townkiwanis.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Point West
July 22, 29: Hear guest speakers address local, 
regional and international topics. Visitors wel-
come. 7 a.m., every Fri. DoubleTree Hotel, 2001 
Point West Way., Sac. www.pointwestrotary.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimists of Sacramento
July 22, 29: Soroptimist International of 
Sacramento South, a service club for busi-
ness and professional women, meets Fridays. 
11:15 a.m.–12:45 p.m. Casa Garden Res-
taurant, 2760 Sutterville Rd., Sac. Barbara 
McDonald, (916) 363-6927
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Addicts Anonymous
July 23, 30: 12-Step group for those who 
struggle with obesity, food obsession or eat-
ing disorders. Meets Saturdays. 8 a.m. Mer-
cy General Hospital North Auditorium, 
4001 J St., Sac. (800) 600-6028.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Ice Cream Safari
July 23: Join Sacramento Zoo’s 27th annual 
Ice Cream Safari! Have a brain-freezing good 
time with delicious all-you-can-eat ice cream, 
all-you-can-drink soft drinks, popsicles, live en-
tertainment and face painting. Additional food 
and raffle tickets will be available for purchase. 
4 p.m.–8 p.m. Presale tickets for this popular 
fundraiser are $17 for general admission and 
$13 for children (2-11); children one and under 
are free. Or purchase your tickets at the door 
the day of the event; $20 for adults; $15 chil-
dren (2-11). Tickets are available at the Zoo, 
online at saczoo.org or at (916) 808-5888.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
July 24, 31: 12-Step group for those who strug-
gle to maintain healthy relationships. Meets 
Sundays. 2 p.m. Heritage Oaks Hospital, 4300 
Auburn Blvd., Rm.101, Sac (866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community Sunday breakfast
July 24, 31: Enjoy a delicious breakfast of 
eggs Benedict, corned beef hash, Joe’s scram-
ble, pancakes and more. 8:30 a.m.–11 a.m, 
every Sun. $9. Elks Lodge No. 6, 6446 River-
side Blvd. (at Florin Rd.), Sac. Proceeds ben-
efit student scholarships. www.elks6.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sunday Support for the Widowed
July 24, 31: The Widowed Persons Assn. spon-
sors Sunday Support sessions which are held 
every Sunday, rain or shine – holidays included. 
3 p.m.–5 p.m. 2628 El Camino Ave., Ste. D-
18 (east of Fulton). Widows and widowers wel-
come. Barbara Stewart (916) 363-3482
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Calendar
Continued from page 25Got 

News?
e-mail susan@valcomnews.com
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Hatha yoga
July 25: Align the body through breathing 
techniques, postures and deep relaxation. 3 
p.m.–4 p.m. Hart Senior Center, 915 27th 
St., Sac. (916)808-5462. Meets every Mon. 
Repeats Wed., Fri.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of South Sacramento
July 25: Hear guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors welcome. 
11:30 a.m., every Mon. Casa Garden Restaurant, 
2760 Sutterville Rd., Sac. www.rotary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Tai Chi & Chi Keung
July 25: Chinese exercise combines specif-
ic movements and relaxation. 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m., Hart Senior Center, 915 27th St., 
Sac. Meets every Mon. (916) 808-5462
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
July 25: Have fun while improving speaking & 
leadership skills. Klassy Talkers Toastmasters. 
7 p.m.–8:30 p.m. Mondays. Executive Airport, 
6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Ann Owens (916) 
601-4652 www.klassytalkers.freetoasthost.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Anything Goes’
July 26–31: A British nobleman, a sheltered 
heiress, a Wall Street stockbroker, a bombas-
tic nightclub singer and Public Enemy No. 13 
are all aboard a luxury ocean liner in Cole Por-
ter’s madcap tap-dancing musical comedy clas-
sic. Call for times, prices. Music Circus. (916) 
557-1999 www.SacramentoMusicCircus.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Arden-Arcade
July 26: Hear guest speakers address local, 
regional and international topics. Visitors 
welcome. 12 noon, every Tues. Jackson Cater-
ing and Events, 1120 Fulton Ave., Sac. (916) 
925-2787, www.ardenarcaderotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of Carmichael
July 26: Hear guest speakers address local, 
regional and international topics. Visitors 
welcome. 6 p.m., every Tues Palm Street 
Pub & Grill, 6416 Fair Oaks Blvd., Carmi-
chael. www.rotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Upholstery class
July 26, 27, Aug. 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17, 23, 24, 
30, 31: Learn how to upholster! All types: fur-
niture, auto, boat. Adult ed class taught by an 
upholstery professional. Tuesdays, 11 a.m.–3 
p.m., Wednesdays, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. $45 for four 
weeks. McClaskey Adult Center, 5241 J St., 
Sac. Jerry Prettyman (916) 806-2172
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Co-Dependents Anonymous
July 27: 12-Step group for those who strug-
gle to maintain healthy relationships. Meets 
Wednesdays. 7 p.m. Friends Communi-
ty Church Fireside Room, 4001 E St., Sac. 
(866) 794-9993.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Nicotine Anonymous
July 27: Nicotine Anonymous meeting. 
Meets every Monday, 5:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m. 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1300 N 
St., Sac. Brandi Bowman (916) 984-3501
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club of East Sacramento
July 27: Hear guest speakers address local, 
regional and international topics. Visitors 
welcome. 12 noon–1:15 p.m., every Wed. 
Evan’s Kitchen, 855 57th St., Sac. (in the 
57th St. Antique Mall) www.rotary.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Senior Wednesday Club
July 27: The Senior Wednesday Club meets to 
chat, play bridge, pinochle or bingo. Free. Bring 
a brown-bag lunch. Free coffee, tea and dessert. 
Meets Wednesdays. 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Mis-
sion Oaks Community Building, 4701 Gibbons 
Dr., Carmichael. Judi (916) 247-6020
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toastmasters
July 27: All area business people invited to 
hone their speaking skills. Noon–1:15 p.m., 
every Wed. River City Speakers Toastmas-
ters Club, Coco’s Restaurant, 1830 Arden 
Way, Sac. (916) 747-8282
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Concert in the Park
July 30: “Because – A Beatles Tribute Band” 
will perform songs of the Fab Four for your 
listening and dancing enjoyment. Free. 6:30 
p.m. Danny Bishop Memorial Pavilion for the 
Performing Arts in Carmichael Park, 5750 
Grant Ave., Carmichael. (916) 483-7826
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Spare the Water Sacramento workshop
July 30, Aug. 27, Oct. 22: Water Conser-
vation can help you save water and money. 
Learn how to save water and money in and 
around your home. Free conservation tips and 
tools. Learn about rebates, more. Attendance 
at these workshops also waives fines for wa-
ter conservation violations. 8:30 a.m.–10:30 
a.m. Workshops on June 25 and Aug. 27 will 
also contain Water Conservation Ambassa-
dor Training. City of Sacramento Department 
of Utilities Water Conservation Office, 2260 
Glen Ellen Circle, Sac. www.sparesacwater.org
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––




