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Special to The Pocket News

Former WNBA Sacra-
mento Monarchs Player 
and Olympic Gold Med-
alist Ruthie Bolton will be 
sharing her Olympic sto-
ry and autographing her 
new biography, “ The Ride 
of a Lifetime: The Making 
of Mighty Ruthie” on Aug. 
12.

The book signing will 
take place from 2 to 4 p.m. 

at Avid Reader at the Tow-
er, 1600 Broadway, in Sac-
ramento.

Bolton is a two-time Olym-
pic Gold Medalist, USA Bas-
ketball Female Player of the 
Year, Sports Illustrated Best 
Woman Athlete and one of 
only four players to be induct-
ed into the Women’s Basket-
ball Hall of Fame, Class of 
2011. 

Also known as the “Mighty 
Ruthie,” this athlete, edu- cator, former First Lieuten-

ant of the U.S. Army and 
First National Spokeswom-
an for the WNBA’s “Play Fit 
and Stay Fit” youth devel-
opment program, has an ac-
complished record of public 
service and significant expe-
rience reaching a variety au-
diences. 

Her motivational sto-
ry empowers women and 
young girls to pursue their 
dreams.

In her book, “The Ride 
of a Lifetime: The Making 
of Mighty Ruthie,” Bolton 
shares her story—“a ride that 
started when [she] entered 
the world in McLain, Missis-
sippi.”  

She has 19 siblings. Ruth-
ie reveals not only her own 

Two-time Olympic Gold Medalist 
shares her ‘Ride of a Lifetime’

See Olympics, page 13
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Special to The Pocket News

Union Pacific Railroad will 
continue its year-long 150th 
anniversary celebration with a 
two-day signature event in Old 
Sacramento Sept. 29-30.

The free event will commem-
orate 150 years since President 
Abraham Lincoln created the 
original Union Pacific by sign-
ing the Pacific Railway Act of 
July 1, 1862. 

In partnership with California 
State Parks, the “Union Pacific – 
Building America for 150 Years!” 
celebration will be the most elab-

orate event staged in the Western 
United States as part of Union 
Pacific’s sesquicentennial year to 
be held at the California State 
Railroad Museum.

“Union Pacific’s 150th anni-
versary gives us a special chance 
to celebrate our historic past 
with the communities that are 
most important to our future,” 
said Scott Moore, Union Pacif-
ic vice president, public affairs - 
Western Region, in a statement. 
“We are proud to celebrate 150 
years of innovation and building 
America with a signature event 
in Old Sacramento with its fas-
cinating past rich in the history 
and heritage of the West.”

A variety of locomotives and 
other equipment will be on spe-
cial display during the two-day 
event in Old Sacramento, open 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. 

More information about 
Union Pacific Railroad, the se-
ries of special events or the 
“Union Pacific - Building Amer-
ica for 150 Years!” celebration is 
available at www.up150.com 
and www.californiastaterail-
roadmuseum.org.

Highlights of the “Union Pacific 
– Building America for 150 
Years!” celebration will include: 

- The chance for visitors to 
see the inside of the engi-
neer’s cab of the legendary 
steam locomotive No. 844.

- The 1960s vintage Prom-
ontory baggage car that 
has been retrofitted into a 
state-of-the-art traveling 
museum.

- History-rich passenger 
cars and equipment.

- Modern UP police and 
maintenance vehicles.

- A recently launched UP lo-
comotive that reduces emis-
sions and provides a glimpse 
into the future of railroading.

- Train rides on Union Pa-
cific’s popular miniature 
train, UP 956.

- Free weekend excursion 
train rides on the Sacra-
mento Southern Railroad 
(based on availability).

- Complimentary entrance 
all weekend long to the 
California State Railroad 
Museum, widely recog-
nized as North America’s 
most popular train muse-
um.

Union Pacific to celebrate 
150th anniversary
Two-day event to take place in Old Sac

By SALLY KING
Pocket News writer
sally@valcomnews.com

About 60 percent of the 
world’s population does not 
have access to fresh drink-
ing water. By making simple 
changes, everyone can make 
a big impact on water con-
sumption.

This concept was con-
veyed at a water conserva-
tion workshop presented by 
the city of Sacramento De-
partment of Utilities Water 
Conservation Office on July 
14 at 2260 Glen Ellen Cir-
cle. 

Vincent Smelser, water 
conservation specialist for 
the city of Sacramento, be-
gan the morning by explain-
ing the city ordinances in 
effect to save water. Smels-
er let folks know there are 
many ways to save on their 
water bill. He pointed out 
enforcement comes in the 
form of citations and fines 
can get up to $500.

Water use around the 
home 

Smelser suggested when 
washing the car, use a shut-
off nozzle. Running hos-
es are no longer allowed, he 
said. 

Another way to save on 
water is sweeping the patio 
or sidewalk instead of hos-
ing it down. 

Smelser said per city ordi-
nance, the only time water is 
allowed for cleaning a side-
walk is if there is an unsani-
tary event, but to be careful 
not to wash animal excre-
ment or chemicals into the 
gutter, that also constitutes 
a fine.

When to water
Watering is allowed be-

fore 10 a.m. and after 7 p.m. 
For spring through fall, odd 
number addresses water on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays. Even number ad-
dresses water on Wednes-
days, Fridays and Sundays. 

During winter, (when day-
light saving time ends) folks 
are allowed to water only 
one day a week, either Sat-
urday or Sunday.

Use the right gear
Smelser said often times 

improperly functioning 
sprinklers waste a lot of wa-
ter. 

Another water waster are 
older toilets. The city has a 
rebate program up to $100 
for toilets installed prior to 
1992. The city also offers 
free showerheads and aera-
tors for the sink.

On average a person saves 
25 gallons of water the first 
10 minutes of their shower 
using a water saving shower-
head, he said. 

“The courthouse on Bicen-
tennial Circle saved 300,000 
gallons of water a year just 
by replacing the aerators,” 
Smelser said. “Just by using 
a water efficient toilet, one 
can save 12,000 gallons of 
water a year.”

City services
The city of Sacramen-

to makes water wise house 
calls for folks within city 
limits. A trained water con-
servation specialist will vis-
it the home or office to iden-
tify potential water savings 
both inside the home and 
outside. If needed, the city 
will analyze and make sug-
gestions on how to improve 
the soil, keeping water costs 
down.

Smelser said the city is able 
to identify leaks through 
smart meter technology. The 
water department is able to 
tell by looking at a residen-
tial water bill online where 
the leaks are located. Con-

sumer’s now have the option 
of looking at their bill on-
line to see where their wa-
ter is being used most fre-
quently.

Watering methods
Smelser demonstrated 

various methods used for 
watering; spray, hose and 
drip. The city provides in-
formation on the best wa-
tering system for differ-
ent types of landscapes.  
Smelser said to keep sprin-
klers in good repair. There 
are proper designs to keep 
sprinkler heads from break-
ing. Pop ups should be even 
with the ground. A good 
timer is essential to saving 
water. 

“Seventy percent of wa-
ter goes to landscaping in 
the summer, and switch-
es to bathrooms in winter” 
Smelser said. “27 to a 1,000 
gallons of water per irri-
gation is used for a typical 
landscape.”

A water-efficient yard
David Campbell, Siegfried 

Engineering and Designer 
of the city of Sacramento’s 
Water Efficient Demonstra-
tion Garden, gave a presen-
tation discussing drought 
tolerant plants, shrubs and 
grasses used for landscap-
ing. He also discussed effi-
cient ways to design yards 
and water saving irrigation 
systems.

Campbell, a licensed 
landscape architect, said 
when designing a landscape 
around saving water, there 
are specific things to think 
about. 

The function and design 
of outdoor landscaping, turf 
alternatives and how effi-
ciently the water is delivered 
are important in designing a 
water saving landscape.

“When thinking about 
what your yard is used for, 
turf is not the only answer,” 
Campbell said. “Grass is the 
cheapest, but not the most 
water efficient way to land-
scape a yard.”

Landscapes may include 
gardens, a place to escape 
to, or a place to attract birds 
and butterflies. Campbell 
said often yards are used for 
screening or buffering the 
home from busy streets and 
noise.

Types of plants
Campbell discussed a va-

riety of plants, ornamental 
grasses, shrubs and ground-
covers that are drought tol-
erant. He said some land-
scapes change throughout 
the year with the seasons 
and some folks enjoy seeing 
their landscape change.

There are many types of 
grasses that do not need 
constant mowing, water-
ing, aerating, or fertilizing. 
He said ornamental grass-
es are not meant for foot 
traffic. 

“A group called WUCOS 
(Water Use Classification of 
Landscape Species) now has 
empirical data on how much 
water certain types of land-

scapes use,” Campbell said. 
“The information can be ac-
cessed online through the 
University of California Ex-
tension.”

The irrigation system
Campbell explained there 

are different types of con-
versions kits people can use 
to update and improve their 
irrigation system. In gener-
al, overhead sprays are 30 
to 55 percent efficient, ro-
tators and rotors are 65 to 
75 percent efficient, bub-
bles and micro sprays are 80 
to 85 percent efficient and 
drip is 85 to 90 percent ef-
ficient. 

At the end of the presen-
tation, Campbell went out-
side with folks and discussed 
various landscape issues and 
talked a little about his de-
signing of the landscape at 
Glen Ellen Circle. 

All who came to the meet-
ing left with buckets full of 
free goodies to improve wa-
ter use in the home and in-
formation on how to con-
serve water with an efficient 
landscape.

For more information on 
water savings, visit www.
cityofsacramento.org/utili-
ties or call 311.

Spare the water, 
save the money
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Life. Simplified.

Take care of business... 
Take care of yourself.

Lake Crest Village Shopping Center
Florin Road & Greenhaven Drive

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News writer
Lance@valcomnews.com

While sitting inside his 
Sacramento home last week, 
Gene Cronin was all smiles as 
he leaned back in a chair and 
spoke about one of his favor-
ite topics – football.

After all, it was this sport 
that allowed him to experi-
ence some of his greatest joys 
in life.

Unlike many youth who 
dream about playing in the 
National Football League, 
Gene excelled as a pass rush-
er in football to such a level 
that he eventually became an 
NFL player and remained in 
the league for eight seasons.

Gene, who is well known 
in the Pocket and Land Park, 
is in a unique class when it 
comes to the history of a cer-
tain NFL football franchise.

A famous victory
On Dec. 29, 1957, the De-

troit Lions won the NFL 
championship with a 59-14 
victory over the Cleveland 
Browns before a crowd of 
55,263 people at Briggs Sta-
dium in Detroit.

“They haven’t won a cham-
pionship since,” said Gene, 
who was one of only 35 play-
ers on that championship 
team. 

After five seasons playing as 
the Portsmouth Spartans, the 
team, which joined the NFL 
in 1930, moved from Ports-
mouth, Ohio to Detroit in 
1934 and became the Detroit 
Lions.

Twenty-four seasons later, 
the Lions had won four NFL 
championships, including the 
1957 championship.

During his recent interview 
with this publication, Gene 

briefly left the room and then 
returned to present one of 
his most prized possessions 
– his 1957 NFL champion-
ship ring.

At the time that Gene and 
his teammates received their 
large, shiny, gold champion-
ship rings, they had no idea 
exactly how precious that 
championship would eventu-
ally become to the city of De-
troit and the many people as-
sociated with the team, from 
its ownership and players to 
its many fans.

The Lions’ NFL champion-
ship drought has since sur-
passed the half-century mark.

So long ago was the Detroit 
Lions’ last championship that 
it predates the establishment 
of the Super Bowl. 

Not the worst record
Fortunately for the Lions 

and their fans, this champi-
onship futility does not rank 
last.

No other NFL franchise 
has had more years pass be-
tween NFL championship 
victories than the Arizona 
Cardinals. 

While playing in Chicago 
as the Chicago Cardinals (to-
day’s Arizona Cardinals), the 
team won its last NFL cham-
pionship in 1947.

Growing up
In telling about his back-

ground leading up to his years 
as an NFL player, Gene said 
that he was born in Spalding, 

Nebraska on Nov. 20, 1933, 
but moved to California with 
his family when he was 6 
years old.

Gene added that his fami-
ly’s history in Nebraska began 
with his grandfather, Tim-
othy Cronin, an immigrant 
from Ireland.

“When they had the land 
grants, Tim and (his wife) 
Kate came to Nebraska and 
got 600 acres,” Gene said. 

“Timothy Cronin, my grand-
father, was a doer and he gave 
200 acres to each of his sons. 
He had three sons and two 
daughters. (The sons, one 
of whom was Gene’s father, 
Earl) were good farmers, but 
the Depression came and all 
of them lost their farms.”

After losing their farm, the 
Earl Cronin family moved to 
Ione, Calif., where Gene at-
tended public schools through 
his freshman year at Ione 
High School.

The Cronins then moved to 
a home just east of the Pock-
et area and Gene enrolled at 
McClatchy High School.

Moving from Ione to the 
capital city was quite a con-
trast for Gene.

The capital city
As a boy with a great in-

terest in football, he was sur-
prised to see so many kids 
trying out for McClatchy’s 
football teams.

“Football practice had 
started (at McClatchy), but 
school hadn’t started yet, so 
about the second and third 
day of practice I stood there 
and watched football prac-
tice,” Gene said. “They had 

the varsity, junior varsity, B 
Team, C Team. I never saw 
so many people in my life 
playing football. I had just 
come from a school with a 
total enrollment of about 50 
and there were about 100 
and something (boys) out for 
football (at McClatchy).”

Although Gene noted that 
he was a “pretty good ath-
lete” at that time, since he 
only weighed 155 pounds, he 
wasn’t sure he could make the 
team.

Nonetheless, Gene ap-
proached Coach George Bi-
can after a practice and told 
him that he would like to try 
out for football.

Soon after approaching Bi-
can, Gene was loaned a leath-
er helmet and what Gene re-
ferred to as the “last of the 
last” pieces of equipment.

During his senior year at 
McClatchy, Gene also played 
as a guard on the school’s var-
sity basketball team.

Although Gene played fair-
ly well on the basketball court, 
his greatest achievements un-
doubtedly came as a football 
player.

College ball
Gene, who graduated from 

McClatchy in 1952, attend-
ed the College of the Pacif-
ic (today’s University of the 
Pacific) on a football schol-
arship.

“The first college football 
game I ever saw, I was play-
ing in it,” Gene said. “When 
I went down to Pacific, we 
played Stanford at Stanford 
and beat them. I still remem-
ber when I was out in Stan-
ford Stadium looking around 
at the big, old stadium. And 
Stanford had a good football 
team.”

While Gene was playing for 
COP, the team also beat such 
teams as Oregon State College 
(today’s Oregon State Univer-
sity), Washington State Col-
lege (now Washington State 
University), Texas Technical 
College (today’s Texas Tech 
University) and the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati, which was 
coached by the legendary Sid 
Gilman (1911-2003), who is 
the only coach to have been 
inducted into both the Col-
lege Football Hall of Fame 
and the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame.

Although Gene eventual-
ly became one of eight players 

from his Pacific team to reach 
the NFL, he said that he nev-
er believed that he would ever 
be selected to play profession-
al football.

“In my senior year in col-
lege, all the (NFL) teams – 
(the then-Los Angeles/now 
St. Louis) Rams, New York 
Giants, (Chicago) Bears, ev-
erybody – would send you 
questionnaires to fill out,” 
Gene recalled. “I never filled 
one out. I just threw them 
away. I only weighed 197 
pounds in my senior year in 
college and I knew I wasn’t 
big enough to play in the 
NFL.”

A football all-star
Fortunately, for his future 

in football, Gene was select-
ed to play in the East-West 
Shrine Game.

Gene played very well in 
this all-star game and drew 
the attention of a Detroit Li-
ons scout, who was sitting in 
the stands. As a result, Gene 
was drafted by the Lions in 
1956.

“I don’t know if I could have 
made any other (NFL) team, 
but I could do something that 
Detroit needed,” Gene said. “I 
could rush the passer.”

And while playing in the 
NFL, Gene chased some of 
the game’s most all-time no-
table quarterbacks, includ-

ing Johnny Unitas, Bart Starr, 
Y.A. Tittle, John Brodie and 
Norm Van Brocklin.

Playing in the NFL
Gene, who entered the 

NFL at 6 feet, 2 inches tall 
and 218 pounds and lat-
er increased his playing 
weight to 240, also com-
peted against the Cleve-
land Brown’s Jim Brown, 
whom he described as “the 
best running back who ever 
played in the NFL.”

In 1960, Gene became one 
of the first players on the Dal-
las Cowboys inaugural year 
roster.

And a year later, he joined 
the Washington Redskins, 
which proved to be his final 
team as a player, as his play-
ing career ended due to inju-
ry in 1963.

Gene rejoined the NFL in 
1965, when he became the 
first person hired by the then-
new Atlanta Falcons.

Initially, Gene served as the 
director of player personnel. 
He then worked his way up to 
assistant general manager be-
fore resigning from the team 
in November 1968.

Gene, who has a wife 
named Angie, one son and 
one daughter and is a long-

time Elks Lodge No. 6 mem-
ber, said that he is forever 
grateful for the opportunities 
he had in football.

“My football days at Mc-
Clatchy, College of the Pacif-
ic and the NFL, I loved every 
minute of it,” Gene said. “I’m 
grateful for my time in foot-
ball and the associations I’ve 
made with people through 
(this sport). I’ve been a lucky 
Irishman all my life.”

NFL: Cronin played against NFL greats such as Jim Brown, Johnny Unitas, Bart Starr
Continued from page 6

Former NFL champion reminisces about his playing days

Successful professional career linked to experience at McClatchy High

Photo courtesy of Gene Cronin 
The Detroit Lions won their last NFL championship in 1957. Gene Cronin, wearing jersey No. 68, was one of the starters on 
that year’s team.

Photo courtesy of Gene Cronin
Gene Cronin, shown in his Detroit Lions uniform, was drafted by the Lions in 
1956.

See NFL, page 7
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Pocket News writer
Lance@valcomnews.com

Land Park’s cherished specialty 
grocery store, Taylor’s Market, 
is celebrating a very special an-

niversary.
It was 50 years ago this August that 

the business opened at 2900 Freeport 
Blvd.

Land Park roots
The roots of the store predate its 

Land Park location, as original own-
er Roy Taylor had previously operat-
ed Roy Taylor’s Market at 3101 33rd 
St. at 6th Avenue in Oak Park.

At that address, the Lynn & O’Neil 
grocery store began operating at the 
site in 1911 and was replaced at the 
same location by Roy Taylor’s Market 
in the late 1940s.

Taylor, who resided with his wife 
Bernice at 893 Perkins Way in Land 
Park, relocated his Oak Park business 
to Land Park in 1962, and shortened 
the store’s name to Taylor’s Market.

The store’s present Freeport Boulevard 
building had become available following 
the closure of a Safeway grocery store 
that had opened at the site in 1940.

In establishing this now-classic Land 
Park business, Roy Taylor leased part 
of the building to Ed Schell for the 
operation of his meat market, Bird & 
Schell Meats.

This lease was arranged upon a sim-
ple handshake.

Grand opening
The grand opening of Taylor’s Mar-

ket in Land Park was held on Aug. 11, 
1962.

With the opening of the Freeport 
Boulevard market, some of Taylor’s 
former Oak Park customers traveled 
to shop at his Land Park store.

Since its inception, the popularity 
of this neighborhood store has con-
tinued to increase.

And in a world where a person of-
ten passes through a business as just 

another face in the crowd, Taylor’s 
Market remains as a sort of time cap-
sule where people are continuously re-
ferred to by name by Taylor’s owner-
ship and staff.

In 1987, Taylor decided to retire 
and he negotiated a sale price for the 
business with Schell.

Soon afterward, Taylor sold his 
market to Ed Schell, Ed’s son, 
Kevin Schell, and Dan Johnson, 
who had worked at the store since 
1983.

Following this transfer of owner-
ship, the market was remodeled and 
upgrades were made to its grocery of-
ferings.

A new store
Initially, Kevin operated the grocery 

side of the store and Dan ran the meat 
department.

Ed Schell, 87, has continued to 
work in his trade as a meat cutter, 
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despite attempting to retire 
from the meat department 
at Taylor’s in 1996. He can 
still be seen working at the 
market for about five hours 
every Saturday, beginning 
around 6 a.m.

“As long as I feel good and 
they want me, and I can do 
some good, I’ll be here,” Ed 
Schnell said. 

Ed’s wife, Colleen, who 
worked at the Land Park 
store as a bookkeeper, was 
able to make a full departure 
with her retirement from 
the market in 1996.

Altogether, Ed, who re-
sides with Colleen in the 
Pocket area, has been work-
ing in the grocery and meat 
business for more than six 
decades.

And most importantly, 
this work is a labor of love 
for Ed. He can often be seen 
with a smile on his face as 
he socializes with customers 
and works with some butch-
ers who are less than half his 
age.

Transfer of ownership
In 2007, Ed and Kevin 

Schnell sold their interests 
in Taylor’s Market to Dan 
and his wife, Kathleen.

One of the most recent 
major additions at Taylor’s 
Market is its on-site Tay-
lor’s Kitchen, which is a res-
taurant featuring a seasonal 
menu, wines and desserts.

Certainly, it is not dif-
ficult to locate people to 
speak endearingly about 
Taylor’s Market, wheth-
er they are connected with 
the store as employees or as 
customers.

Ed, for instance, is quick 
to acknowledge Taylor’s 
current anniversary in Land 
Park and the presence of 
many loyal customers at the 
store.

“I think it’s a big achieve-
ment to be in business for 
that long and every year 
seems to get better,” he said. 
“And it’s nice to see the peo-
ple year after year after year 
who have been loyal cus-
tomers and to watch their 
families grow up.”

Pocket area resident Jessi-
ca Reed, a cashier at Taylor’s 
for the past three years, de-
scribes the store as a “home 
away from home where ev-
erybody knows your name.”

And when it comes to 
Taylor’s offerings, Reed is 
quite knowledgeable.

“We are a specialty mar-
ket and we have an amaz-
ing selection of wines and 
beer, and we do carry the 
infamous Pliny the Elder, 
which is a very supple, cult-
following beer,” Reed said. 
“We have great, fresh local 
produce. We have a big em-
phasis on local, sustainable 
products. We have (some) 
nice organic things and the 
best meat in Sacramen-
to that you can buy, hands 
down. The best meat, the 
best seafood. We’re proud 
of what we sell here and we 
stand behind what we sell.”

Happy customers
Sacramento resident 

Manny Mulé said he likes 
shopping at Taylor’s Mar-
ket.

“It’s very simple,” Mulé 
said. “I do weight training, 
so I usual cook my meals 
on Saturdays for the week 
and it’s probably the only 
place where I can find pro-
duce that will last that long. 
(The produce) is very fresh. 
Everything is all local. The 
butcher shop is really good 
at taking care of you. (Tay-
lor’s is) really good at (se-
lecting) local produce, lo-
cal, grass-fed, healthy cows. 
That’s why I come here. 
And the price is right.”

Autumn Lumibao, who 
recently moved to Sacra-
mento from San Antonio, 
Tex. to attend the Universi-
ty of the Pacific’s McGeorge 
School of Law, said that the 
existence of Taylor’s Mar-
ket in Land Park was influ-
ential in her decision to be-
come a resident of the area.

“(Taylor’s Market) is a big 
draw for me,” Lumibao said. 
“Between the two – this lit-
tle shopping area and the 
light rail – it’s the perfect 
location. I like (Taylor’s). It 
seems like they have taken 
the time to pick their items 
carefully. There’s a wine se-
lection with (wines) that 
I have never even seen, so 
that’s pretty cool. I noticed 
that (with) their meat se-
lection, they are trying re-
ally hard to be more con-
scious of how their meat is 
produced. That’s admirable 
to me.”

Alice Schnaidt, a 36-year 
resident of the Land Park 
area, was also quick to com-
pliment Taylor’s Market.

“Growing up in New 
York and having Zabar’s, 
this is almost like having 
Zabar’s (in Land Park), 
as far as the customer ser-
vice, the gourmet food op-
tions and the specialty food 
items,” Schnaidt said. “ The 
customer service is superb, 
and you go in there and 
you know that you are go-
ing to get quality (food). 
If you want quality, that’s 
where you go here. And if 
you want something spe-
cial, they’re willing to work 
with you to see if they can 
get it for you.”

Schnaidt, who shops 
at Taylor’s at least once a 
week, added that she be-
lieves that Taylor’s long-
time operation in Land 
Park is “a testament to their 
business model.”

“They knew what they 
had to do to stay open and 
solvent and they do that,” 
Schnaidt said. “Happy 
birthday, Taylor’s, and here’s 
to 50 more years.”

Anniversary gala 
dinner

In celebration of Taylor’s 
50 years in Land Park, an 
anniversary gala dinner 
will be held at Taylor’s 
Kitchen on Sunday, Aug. 
12 at 6 p.m. The event is a 
benefit for the Sacramen-
to Children’s Home.

For additional infor-
mation regarding Taylor’s 
Market and its anniversa-
ry dinner, call (916) 443-
6881 or visit www.taylors-
market.com. The telephone 
number for Taylor’s Kitch-
en is (916) 443-5154.

Store’s roots date back to late 1940s

Taylor’s Market to celebrate 50th anniversary in Land Park

Photo by Lance Armstrong
Taylor’s Market will celebrate its 50th year in Land Park on Sunday, Aug. 12 with a fundraising anniversary dinner. The 
market opened at its present site on Aug. 11, 1962.

Photo by Lance Armstrong
Paul Carras, meat department manager at Taylor’s Market, is among the many 
friendly employees at Taylor’s Market in Land Park.

Taylors: Land Park market is known for its quality produce, meats, wines
Continued from page 8

See Taylors, page 9
w w w. v a l c o m n e w s . c o m
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SACRAMENTO • LAND PARK • SIERRA OAKS • EAST SACRAMENTO • CARMICHAEL • WEST SACRAMENTO • GREENHAVEN

for current home listings, please visit:

DunniganRealtoRs.com

916.484.2030  |  916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

CUSTOM POCKET HOME
Located in Dutra Bend and backing to the Sacramento River this is a 
gorgeous home.  Two story 4 bedrooms plus oversized bonus room 
and office, 3 full baths, and recently painted interior. One remote 
downstairs bedroom. Upgrades include refinished cabinets, newer 
microwave, and tile bathroom floors.  Spacious floorplan, 3296 square 
feet, oversized 3-car garage, nice yard with covered patio. $515,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

LAKE GREENHAVEN
Spectacular Waterfront Property with sandy beach on desirable Lake 
Greenhaven. Sunny single story 4 bedroom 3 bath home with beauti-
ful views of the beach and water from the master bedroom, spacious 
great room and backyard. Paddle boat on 65 acres of Lake! Picnic at 
the private 1 acre park which is also ideal for parties and weddings! 
Vacation 365 days a year!  See: 8 Keel $498,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

 LAND PARK TUDOR
This wonder ful home is just waiting for you! 3 or 4 bedrooms 
2 baths The pretty fireplace, spacious breakfast nook 
and sunny master suite are just a few of the outstanding 
features you will enjoy. The yard is an enter tainer’s delight 
with wonder ful canvas covered patio and lush landscaping. 
$475,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

DEL RIO ROAD HOME
Move in ready!!! Very open floor plan, a great room concept 
plus a family room.  Beautiful cherr y hardwood floors, 
plenty of storage space, 3 or 4 bedrooms 2 baths, ranch 
style home with 2 fireplaces, updated and remodeled 
kitchen and baths. Newer copper plumbing and electrical 
box $499,000

LISA HAVARD 698-3323

 COLLEGE TRACT IN LAND PARK
3 bedrooms 2 baths in the hear t of Land Park. Unique 
tri-level home with spacious living room leading to 
formal dining room. Beautiful new bathrooms and win-
dows approximately 1-year old. Remote ground-floor 
bedroom with private entrance. New lighting throughout. 
$637,500

JAMIE RICH 612-4000

LAKE CREST VILLAGE HOME
Walk to shopping, restaurants, schools, the new librar y, 
and the Pocket Canal parkway!  3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 
year new carpet, linoleum, window coverings, and interior 
paint.  Master bedroom suite, family room fireplace and 
2-car garage.  Large backyard with peach, cherr y, lemon 
trees! $195,000  

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

MARINA OAKS HALFPLEX
Beautiful remodeled 3 bedroom 2½ bath home! Access to the 
Sacramento River. Newer items include: carpet, laminate, mold-
ing, stove, canned lights, French doors, shutters, solar tube, 
ceiling fans and garage door opener. Yard has a deck and per-
gola. Heat and air conditioning replaced 2yrs ago (was a heat 
pump). Upgraded to gas and dual zone. WOW! $175,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

NEAR VALLEY HI CC
Amazing custom home in Chezimme Estates across from the 
Valley Hi Country Club/Golf Course, only 14 custom homes in 
development.  Features include: 4 or 5 bedrooms 3½ baths, 
built-in pool, 4 car garage, putting green, game room, granite, 
crown molding, French doors, stainless steel appliances & more. 
See: visualtour.com/shownp.asp?t=2691939 $525,000 

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

GORGEOUS!
Immaculate 2 or 3 bedroom home 2 full baths within the Gen-
evieve Didion School boundaries. Seller spent over $10,000 in the 
backyard in 2009. Yard features seat walls and a built-in ground 
water jets for kids to play in.  Newer roof, HVAC, paint and carpet.  
Dual pane windows and ceiling fans. Pretty wood burning fireplace. 
See: visualtour.com/shownp.asp?t=2607866 $180,000
MONA GERGEN 247-9555 • KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING PENDING PENDING

* For additional information on adoptions, call the SPCA at 383-7387. Adoptions occur daily and it is not guaranteed the above featured animals are still available. If they are not, 
the SPCA has many other loving pets available to suit you and your family. The SPCA is located at 6201 Florin-Perkins Road.

Thanks to the following sponsors! A pet can be a wonderful addition to a family. 
Won’t you adopt one of these animals at the SPCA?
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story, passion for basket-
ball and helping others, but 
she provides reminders and 
principles to help others 
pursue their passion.

“If you practice the prin-
ciples (Ruthie) sets forth 
about discipline, commit-
ment, and work ethic, you’ll 
definitely experience your 
own success,” said former 
Olympic Coach and Coach 
of Stanford University 
Women’s Basketball, Tara 
Vanderveer.

The general public is in-
vited to attend the event.

Olympics: Practice makes perfect
Continued from page 2

Special to The Pocket News

In 1992, the Board of Directors of 
Sacramento Area Emergency Hous-
ing Center (SAEHC) and a group 
of volunteers created the very first af-
ter hours event known simply as “Fai-
rytale Town After Hours.”

The event brought local restaurants, 
wineries and entertainment together 
to raise funds for the homeless fami-
lies served by SAEHC.

This year marks the 20th anniversary 
of this special event.

The event continues to honor the 
dream of a safe and permanent home 
for every child and community mem-
ber staying at a homeless shelter.

Fairytale Town After Hours will be 
held entirely outdoors with restau-
rants and wineries set up along the 
many “paths to enchantment.”

Walk amidst magical character tab-
leaus such as The Old Lady Who 
Lived in a Shoe Slide, the Crooked 
Mile, King Arthur’s Castle and more.

As in previous years, After Hours 
guests will enjoy food samplings, wine 

and beverages, live music and a large 
silent auction in the unique setting 
of Fairytale Town at William Land 
Park.

The After Hours fundraising event 
will feature about 50 local restaurants 
and wineries, all offering tasty creations.

Past participants have included 
Biba Restaurant, 4th Street Grille, 
Mulvaney’s B&L, Aioli Bodega Espa-
nola, Terre Rouge & Easton Winery, 
Boeger Winery, Van der Vijer Estate, 
Sierra Nevada Brewing and many 
more.

This year’s line-up promises an 
equally impressive list of notable and 
local taste sensations.

This event will also feature an array of 
items donated from local and regional busi-
nesses to be auctioned off in a silent auction.

Auction items will unique golf pack-
ages, trips to Disneyland, local retreats 
such as Bodega Bay and Lake Tahoe, 
gourmet dinners and more.

To learn more about the 20th annu-
al After Hours fundraising event, how 
to buy tickets or how you can become a 
sponsor or vendor, visit www.saehc.org.

Fairytale Town presents after hours event

Proceeds benefit Sacramento Area Emergency Housing Center

w w w. v a l c o m n e w s . c o m
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F o r  o v e r 
3 6  y e a r s

w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

7512 myRTLE vISTA AvENUEz
Fabulous property featuring nearly 
1/2 ac lot located only 15 mins to 
dwntwn Sacto. Owner built this 
home in 1952 & has lived there the 
entire time. Lg liv spaces, separate 
fam rm w/ walk in wetbar or ofc 
area. $259,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

8042 LINDA ISLE • $331,500
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

18 ALSTAN COURT • $1,175,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

51 WATERSHORE CIRCLE
Exquisite 3,100 sq. ft. waterfront 
home. Beautiful Master Suite w/
balcony over looking lake. Sec-
ond master could be split into 2 
bedrooms Three car garage, 3 
bathrooms, in-ground spa & boat 
dock in Riverlake. $599,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 421-3546

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

166 OxbOW mARINA DRIvE
Lovely quality built manufactured 
home in Oxbow Marina, waterfront 
on the Georgiana Slough. Lot is 
owned. Just sit back, relax and enjoy 
the river, watch the sunset and Mt. 
Diablo from your own large private 
covered front deck. $260,000
PAmELA LIgHTFORD-LygREN • 806-1020

8160 FREEPORT bOULEvARD
Great river views from second floor and 
from tower. This price also includes the 
adjacent lot just to the right of home, 
that lot is .120 of acre making the total 
acreage almost 1/3 of an acre. House 
is in very good condition 3bd 3 baths, 
downstairs bed & bath. $299,500 
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ LOw inTRODucTORy cOST
★ STaRT anyTiME
★ LivE cLaSSES

Call: Ed Daniels •451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ MOnTHLy caSH FLOw
★ TEnanT ScREEninG
★ MainTEnancE

Call: brittany Naucke• 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

766 STILL bREEzE WAy
Exquisite custom home built by 
builder for his own personal home. 
Two fireplaces, large granite slab 
island mixed with easy care corian 
kitchen. $1,075,000
SUSIE K. PARKER 421-3546

8160 FREEPORT bOULEvARD
House is in very good condition 
3bd 3 baths, downstairs bed & 
bath. upstairs could be a great 
master suite w/view of River. 
$299,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 421-3546 

1 SAND PEbbLE COURT
wonderful home upgraded with 
new carpet, exterior and interior 
paint. Open kitchen floorplan with 
island, remodeled with granite 
counters. $219,000
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

S O L D

S O L D

S O L D

S O L D

By ELIZABETH VALENTE
Pocket News writer
elizabeth@valcomnews.com

He may be short, he may be slow, 
and his fading grey is a tell-tale sign of 
his age, but what do you expect … he 
is an 85-year-old, 20-pound tortoise.

As the Sacramento Zoo celebrated 
its 85th anniversary on July 28, Her-
kimer the tortoise also celebrated his 
85th year of life.

“A desert tortoise can live to over 120 
years old,” said Brooke Coe, Sacramen-
to Zoo education specialist. “He lives in 
our Interpretive Center where he par-
ticipates in stage shows and goes out 
with the ‘Zoomobile’ to schools and is 
involved in other education programs.”

Because there are no official records 
as to Herkimer’s real birth date, the 
Sacramento Zoo has designated July 
28 as his official/unofficial birthday 
and therefore threw him a birthday 
party, coinciding with the zoo’s 85th 
anniversary.

In 90-degree heat, nearly 2,000 peo-
ple roamed around Sacramento Zoo, 
celebrating the 28th annual Ice Cream 
Safari.

With all-you-can-eat Baskin Rob-
bins ice cream and Coca-Cola bever-
ages, kids and adults were crawling all 
over the 14-acre zoo.

This family-fun event wasn’t just 
about the sugary treats. There were 
plenty of other fun activities, includ-
ing animal spotlights, face paint-
ing and zoo games. All of the Sacra-
mento Zoo’s animals were on display 
throughout the event.

While members celebrated the 
Zoo’s 85th birthday with ice cream 
and cake, Herkimer celebrated in his 
own style – with his favorite treat of 
dandelion flowers.

“Sometimes you will see zoo keep-
ers kicking dandelion seed heads on 
zoo grounds so that we can grow 
more for him,” Coe said. “This is prob-

See Zoo, page 18

Zoo celebrates 85th 
anniversary, resident 
birthday with cake

Photo by Elizabeth Valente
Brothers Benson and Emerson Ramey try their luck at ring tossing
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Choose from a Kitchenette, Studio, One-Bedroom or 
our spacious two-bath Deluxe One-Bedroom fl oor plan.

866-ESKATON  |  www.eskaton.org

ESKATON MONROE LODGE
3225 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento, CA 95818

916-441-1015

INDEPENDENT L IV ING WITH SERVICES

Carefree living.

Come in 

today for 

a tour and 

have lunch 

on us!

... in the Heart of Land Park

Features include:

Emergency pull cords
Staff on-site 24 hours a day
Easy freeway access
Beautiful party rooms and 
common lounges

Fully furnished guest rooms 
for visiting friends or relatives
Complimentary shuttle bus 
service and car service
Elegant dining room
Putting green and custom spa

By MARTY RELLES
Pocket News columnist
marty@valcomnews.com

Early one morning, in the summer of 1961, my friend Al Wil-
son and I set out to fish on the American River. 

We walked across the pit (the vacated sand and gravel site behind 
the houses on the east side of Janey Way), crossed Elvas Avenue, and 
then climbed over the levee to Sacramento State College. 

There we crossed the campus to Alumni Grove Park, then 
walked upriver to a spot we called the “marina.”

There we waded over to an island in the middle of the river and 
took a path to its north side. As we approached our fishing spot, 
we made a discovery: a crude wooden raft constructed from piec-
es of driftwood and scrap lumber. 

To us, this seemed pretty cool. We dragged the boat back into 
the brush and concealed it.

That day we fished, but a week later we returned, prepared to 
board the raft and float down river. Each of us carried a canteen 
filled with water, and a couple of candy bars to sustain us on our 
adventure. 

We also carried scrap two-by-four boards to use as oars. We 
pushed the raft down into the water, then Al boarded first and 
went toward the front. 

I followed and pushed off with my trailing foot. The raft floated 
out into the river, and float it did. A little water dribbled through 
the cracks, but the boat proved to be seaworthy.

Once in the river, we used our makeshift oars to steer the raft 
into the current, then off we went down river at a slow but steady 
pace. Soon we passed Alumni Grove Park where some students 
waved at us as we floated by.

Next, we approached the H Street Bridge. We had to use our 
oars there, to avoid hitting the bridge’s concrete columns. Soon, 
however, we cleared the bridge and floated by the northern edge 
of River Park. 

Eventually we drifted by the area called Paradise Beach. Swim-
mers waved at us there and yelled, “Where are you guys headed?”

That was a good question. 
We never thought much about that. How far would we go, and 

where could we dock the boat? We began to keep an eye out for a 
place to end our little cruise.

Eventually, we spied a place to land. Under a black railroad 
bridge that crossed the river, we saw a little patch of sandy beach. 
Using the oars we rowed the raft onto the beach. 

We barely made it, almost running into the bushes at the far 
end of the sand. There we pulled the boat up on the beach, disem-
barked and sat down to ponder our next move. 

After eating our last candy bar, we walked up a path to the top of 
the levee. From there, we headed east, back toward River Park. 

After walking about an hour, we reached Glen Hall Pool at the 
end of Carlson Drive in River Park. Phew, we were getting close 
to home. Finally, we reached the H Street Bridge, walked down to 
the street and headed west.

When we reached 57th Street, we turned left and walked over 
to J Street. There, in front of Shakey’s Pizza Parlor, we parted 
ways. Al headed for his home on 56th Street, and I returned to 
Janey Way.

We felt very satisfied that day. We had accomplished our goal. 
Just like Huck Finn, we had floated down a mighty river.

That was more than 50 years ago, but it seems like only yester-
day. Friends tell me that Al Wilson passed away a few years ago. 

Now, the day Al and I floated on a raft down the American Riv-
er is just another, swashbuckling Janey Way memory.

  Janey Way Memories:  

Floating the river 
just like Huck Finn

Creature Catchers 
traps creepy 
crawling critters
Special to The Pocket News

Steve Andert may look a bit 
like Indiana Jones in his leather 
hat, but in fact, he is an intrepid 
wildlife hunter and capturer.

His business, Creature 
Catchers Wildlife Manage-
ment, calls for humane and 
non-toxic solutions for both 
animals and man alike, by 
ridding homes and business-
es of all wildlife problems in 
a timely fashion.

Andert and his team demon-
strates the expertise and experi-
ence to solve problems such as 
skunks under decks, squirrels 
and raccoons in chimneys, attics 
or sub-areas and putting an end 
to uninvited wildlife guests.

These critters are problem-
atic in many of our communi-
ties these days, he says.

Andert aims to educate the 
customer and restrict the access 
of wild animals by trapping the 
creatures after excluding/screen-
ing all possible entrances.

By eliminating future dis-
turbances, Creature Catchers 
ensures both the customers’ 
safety and their property.  

“Your safety is our busi-
ness,” Andert said. “If it flies 
or walks, we’ll remove it.”

Get more information at 
www.creaturecatchers.org.
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ably the only place you will 
find someone actually trying 
to grow dandelions.”

A tortoise’s journey
Zoo officials say Herkimer’s 

life probably began as some-
one’s household pet in South-
ern California during World 
War I. During that time, 
Herkimer traveled across the 
country to the East Coast, liv-
ing in a little shoebox.

This could explain his 
name, Herkimer. During the 
war, the tanks were made and 
brought overseas from Her-
kimer, New York. 

Eventually Herkimer the 
tortoise trekked back again 
to Northern California by the 
mid-1960s.

“The original owners had him 
for a very long time and after 
40 years of living with the same 
family, they believed it was time 
to retire him and brought him 
here to the Sacramento Zoo,” 
Coe said. “Because of his size 
and approximate time when 
his owners took him from the 
wild, we were able to make an 
educated guess on his age.”

Herkimer did travel to the 
Sacramento Zoo with his 
wife, ‘Grandma,’ who passed 
away 10 years ago at the ripe 
age of 90. Herkimer’s son still 
lives at the zoo with him. To-
gether they move slowly, in 
sync.

Coe believes tortoises are 
long-lived because they are 
vegetarians, they move slow-
ly and are gentle.

“I expect he’ll be around 
for at least another 20-plus 
years,” she said.

The evening event was a 
little late for Herkimer to 
be out, but people were still 
drawn to many of the bigger, 
more active exhibits.

“Pretty popular are the 
black and white lemurs, the 
giraffes, because they are so 
big, and the large cats,” said 
zoo spokeswoman Tonja 
Swank. “But some people are 
also are drawn to the exotic 
birds or reptiles.”  

Strolling past the flamin-
gos, lions, tigers and giraffes, 
some said the event was a 
great family bonding experi-
ence.

“It helps keep the kids ac-
tive and away from the TV,” 
said Bay Area resident Tain-
isha Errico. “This is the first 
time we’ve been here.”

Young dad Xavier Ynostro-
za said he plans to make zoo 
visits a family honored tradi-
tion.

“My parents use to bring 
me here all the time growing 
up and I loved it,” Ynostro-
za said. “I know the boys will 
too. It makes people want to 
engage more with their kids’ 
learning experience.”

According to staff, near-
ly 400 volunteers were on 
hand at the event, hundreds 
of them scooping out nearly 
1,000 gallons of ice cream.

All proceeds from Ice 
Cream Safari benefited the 
general maintenance, conser-
vation programs, education 
and animal care at the zoo, 
which is home to more than 
450 native, rare and endan-
gered animals.

Open since 1927, the Sac-
ramento Zoo, located near 
the corner of Land Park Drive 
and Sutterville Road in Wil-
liam Land Park, is managed 
by the non-profit Sacramen-
to Zoological Society.

Photo by Elizabeth Valente
Herkimer celebrates 85 years of slow pace and easy living.

Zoo: 85-year-old tortoise began as a household pet
Continued from page 14

Around the time 
Herkimer was born in 
1927, unemployment 

continued to drop 
to 14.3 percent, the 
engineering feat of 
the Golden Gate 

bridge opening gave 
Americans great pride, 
and Charles Lindbergh 
was the first man to 
fly solo across the 
Atlantic Ocean.

Faces and Places:
Assisted living open house
Photos by Linda Pohl
Special to The Pocket News
linda@valcomnews.com

The Meadows at County Place off of Florin Road 
celebrated its first year anniversary with an open 
house on July 23, showing off its assisted living fa-
cility.
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COMPUTERS
GOT COMPUTER PROBLEMS? 
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits 
in the Pocket area. $45/hr. Outside the Pocket 
area,  travel charge will apply. Problem not fixed? 
No pay! Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 
296-7161

handyMan
SUMMER CLEan-UP
Rain Gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, 
pressure washing/power spray, hauling, yard 
work,  painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-up, 
fence repairs, light tree trimming, & more. Ref 
avail. Call Les at 838-1247.  Specials for seniors. 
Licensed.

#1 BOOkkeePeR
29 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info

BOOkkEEPinGTax PREPaRER

#1 Tax PREPaRER
29 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax 
returns including Corp & Partnerships. We pre-
pare expertly all past tax returns including all 
State returns. Get the most deductions allowed 
to you by law. CTeC Registered & Bonded. 
Please call for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. Same low 
1990 rates. www.taxirene.info

handyMan SERViCES
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call.  electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call Steven 
at 230-2114.

haRWOOd FLOORinG
haRdWOOd FLOORinG
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring. Or 
repair and refurbish your existing flooring. Call 
Mike at  (916) 383-8742. References avail-
able/Lic#544159

hELP WanTEd
FREELanC E WRiTERS WanTEd
Seeking freelance reporters for local community 
newspaper group. Ability to take photos a plus. 
Please send resume, cover letter and three writing 
samples to editor@valcomnews.com

Sell your car! 429-9901

Sell your furniture
in the classifieds

call Melissa at 429-9901Classified ads work

Locally owned, we have over 20 years tree and gardening experience. Raised and living in Sacra-
mento for over 40 years, gives us a better understanding of how to maintain a beautiful garden, as 
well as trimming and caring for the many trees in Sacramento. While our focus is tree maintenance 
and care, we provide a wide range of services: 

•  Tree Trimming, pruning and stump grinding      •  Mowing weekly or bi-weekly
•  Edging         •  Sidewalk, driveway and patio blow down
•  Scheduled fertilization       •  Sprinkler timer adjustments
•  Weed control in all bedding areas       •  Bush trimming
•  One time yard clean-ups       •  Re-barking
•  Gutter cleaning (one story only)       •  We will replace plants that you purchase

Feel free to contact us to discuss your particular needs. We do not design or install landscapes, but 
we will maintain your landsacape once completely installed. 

TREE SERvicE

PET PORTRaiTS
ORiGinaL PET PORTRaiTS
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Reason-
able prices. Submit photograph–turn around 7-10 
days. email melissa@melissaandrews.com or call 
447-4441. See www.MelissaAndrews.com

Taxi SERViCE
Taxi SERViCE
Available wheelchair taxi van, 5 passenger capacity. 
Without wheelchair 6 passenger. $3 per mile. Trips 
15 miles and over only $2 per mile. Can also help 
push your wheelchair to run errands. Permit & 
liability insurance. (916) 505-7952.

Place your ad! 
call  429-9901

adVERTiSE  yOUR REnTaLS

Call 429-9901

By ELIZABETH VALENTE
Pocket News writer
Elizabeth@valcomnews.com

The 2012 Summer Olympics are un-
derway in London, and Micaela Merca-
do has an idea about how some of the 
Olympians, especially the U.S. Wom-
en’s National Soccer Team, are proba-
bly feeling as they compete against top 
athletes in their field.

“They are probably feeling nervous,” 
said the 14-year-old Greenhaven resi-
dent. “They know their country is watch-
ing and depending on them to bring 
home the gold. I am sure they are pretty 
nervous, but at the same time are staying 
focus and keeping as calm as possible.”

The McClatchy High School soph-
omore knows a little something about 
pressure.

Mercado has just returned from 
playing soccer in Sweden, at the 2012 
Gothia Cup.

The Gothia Cup is considered the 
world’s largest and most internation-
al youth soccer tournament. Nearly 
1,600 teams from 70 nations partici-

pate in the Gothia Cup, also known as 
the World Youth Cup.

For one week in the middle of July, the 
city of Gothenburg is transformed into a 
mini “United Nations-with-shinguards.” 
Teams from South Africa, Germany, 
Brazil and more come out to compete.

The teams live and eat together at a 
local school, all the while playing soc-
cer by day and hanging out in the hall-
ways sharing culture, music and Face-
book addresses at night.

Mercado says playing at an elite soc-
cer tournament has helped her develop 
into a complete player.

“It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity,” said Mercado, who plays locally 
with the San Juan Sprites.

Teens ‘invited’ to play at the Gothia 
Cup hope this opportunity will allow 
them to stand out within the large field 
of competition, she said.

“It’s only the biggest, internation-
al event a teen player can be a part of,” 
Mercado said. “Many professional wom-

en soccer players have competed at the 
Gothia Cup at one time in their lives.”

Mercado hopes to be one of them.
Her invitation to the Gothia Cup 

was not by chance, but by fate. It all be-
gan in late May when she scored the 
only winning goal for her Folsom soc-
cer team, the San Juan Spirits, against a 
girls team from San Diego (1-0).

Her winning kick landed her a spot 
to play with Washington State’s Cross-
fire Premiere team.

Once again, thanks to Mercado’s pow-
erful kick, the Crossfire Premier Girls 
won the Manchester United Premier 
Cup at the Nike World Headquarters 
in Beaverton, Ore. over Memorial Day 
weekend, earning the team a free trip to 
the Gothia Cup in Sweden.

All of the expenses for the trip were 
paid for by Nike.

“Throughout this whole experience I 
felt like I was going to the Olympics,” 
Mercado said. “It was fun. What I love 
about this sport is the rush you get when 
you score a goal, the teams we play and 
the pressure and competition that the 
sport entails. It’s something I crave.”

While at the Gothia Cup, Merca-
do and her adoptive Washington team-
mates played against other soccer players 
from China, Mexico, Brazil and Sweden.  

“I was a little nervous at first because I 
know they are great competition,” she said. 
“It’s all really a mental and physical game. 

Every time I step on the field, I love know-
ing that I’m about to go play the game. 
When I step on the field, everything else 
just goes away and I can just play.”

During the first two days of games, 
the U.S. team was able to beat all of its 
opponents in its bracket, until “Day 3 – 
Knockouts.”

The team to beat was home favorite 
Sweden.

After nearly two hours on the playing 
field, team USA and Sweden were still 
tied at 0-0 by the end of the game, forc-
ing the two teams to go to penalty kick.

That is when team USA made a goal, 
and then Sweden made a goal. Despite 
the loud, distractive cheers and yelling 
from the field, Mercado managed to 
maintain her focus and scored the sec-
ond goal kick for the U.S.

Host team Sweden, however, man-
aged to score the final two goals ending 
the game 4-2.

The United States has won the last 
three World Youth Cups. This year the 
team from Washington did not dis-
appoint. The Crossfire Premier team 
came in third in its division, bringing 
home the bronze medal.  

“After the game we were a little dis-
appointed, but in the end as a team we 

played well and we did place in the top 
three,” Mercado said. “It was a good 
achievement in the end.”

After this experience Mercado, who 
kicked her first soccer ball at age 4 play-
ing for the Greenhaven Hornets, has 
aspirations for Olympic competition.

“That is my end goal, to play profession-
ally for team USA,” she said. “Until then, 
all I can do is continue to work on my body 
structure, run and train to get better.”

“What I love about this 
sport is the rush you 
get when you score a 

goal … and the pressure 
and competition that 
the sport entails. It’s 
something I crave.” 
Micaela Mercado, 14.  

Greehhaven resident, rising soccer star

Greenhaven soccer 
player has sights set on  
2020 summer Olympics

Photo courtesy
Micaela Mercado, 14, battles it out with a player from England at the 2012 Gothia Cup in Sweden on 
July 18. Team USA beat England 2-0. See Soccer, page 21

Photo by Elizabeth Valente
Greenhave resident, Micaela Mercado, shows off the bronze medal her team won at the Gothia Cup.

Soccer: Mercado says trip to Sweden was like going to the Olympics
Continued from page 20
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gary’s painting
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over
20 years experience with pride

excellent references

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

painting

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL sErViCE pLUMBing

pLUMBing

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

tiLE WOrKrOOFing

hardWOOd FLOOring

specializing in installing, sanding, 
and finishing hardwood flooring 

or repair and refurbish your current floors.

Call michael – (916) 383-8742
lic # 544159/References Available

Hardwood Flooring

pLUMBing

painting

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

b & T upholstery & Repair

UphOLstEry 

Furniture
upholstery at 

its finest

1600-B Kitchner rd., sacto 95822
916/392-1959 • 916/995-7177

* senior Discounts
www.bandtupholstery.com

LaWn CarE

painting

trEE sErViCE

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

handyMan handyman

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• rain gUttEr CLEaning
• rOtOtiLLing/& sOd pLaCEMEnt
• COnCrEtE rEMOVaL
• haULing/sprinKLEr rEpair
• prEssUrE Washing

spECiaLs FOr sEniOrs/*sErVing thE arEa FOr OVEr 15 yrs*

lic#128758/Ref

	 SUMMER CLEAN-UP !
your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

your ad should be here!

your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

trEE sErViCE

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CLEANING

ADDITION SPECIALIST

PROFESSIONAL

(916) 417-4231 

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
•Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 

• Hard Water Stain Removal

Prime Quality 
Maintenance

ADDITIONS/RENNOVATIONS

Sunshine Electrical

Security Lighting
Upgrades/Remodels/Repairs

Spa Electrical
FREE Estimates/Small jobs OK

(916)752-5308
Ca License # 633853 (Liability Insured)

ELECTRICAL

Residential Specialist
CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

GLAZIER/GLASS WORK

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

Call  Melissa
 at 429-9901

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad 
should be here.

Ad design 
is free.

FENCING

FREEDOM 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Call Eric (916) 470-3488

I specialize in all areas of Home Improvement! 

Carpentry – Electrical
 Sprinklers – Plumbing  

Drains & Mainline
Quality work the fi rst time, Guaranteed!

Licensed and Insured #152902

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Your Ad Here!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Johnny on the Spot
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE

“Our cleaning is the most thorough you have ever had, or we will clean it 
again free. If you are still not pleased, we will refund your money.”

    • I.I.C.R.C. Master Cleaner • Stain Removal Experts
    • Carpet Repairs & Restretching • Pet Urine Removal 

Call (916) 997-7895
Visit our website at www.johnnyonthespots.com for more info, coupons and specials. 

Complete Carpet and Upholstery Care

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL
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Casa Garden Restaurant
11:15 a.m. & 1:15 p.m.

2760 Sutterville Rd., Sac
Call  (916) 452-2809 

for lunch reservations

Malt Shop Memories 4
a talented group of 

local musicians 
August 2

CALL AND 
PLACE 

YOUR EVENT 
TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

CRAFTERS NEEDED
St. Josephs Catholic Church in 

Clarksburg is holding its Annual 
“Craft Faire,” “Chili Cookoff,” 

& “White Elephant Sale” on 
Sat. & Sun, October 6 & 7.

We are looking for Homemade 
Arts & Crafts. If are interested in 
participating, call Joan Kleist @ 

(916) 392-9946 or for more info & 
display table reservations. 

Seating is limited to 30 attendees per seminar

Presenter: Josh Tuttle
General Manager
East Lawn Mortuary &
Sierra Hills Memorial Park
Funeral Director Lic#3435

30-minute presentation 
followed by a question 
and answer period.

FREE LUNCHEON SEMINAR
“The Privilege of Planning”

St. Francis Community Hall
6700 Verner Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95841

(1-80 @ Greenback)
Reservations Required RSVP to Lisa West @ (916) 732-2020

Thursday, August 9 – 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, August 29 – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Tuesday, September 18 – 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

August

Malt Shop Memories 4
Aug. 2: The VoCals, a talented group of lo-
cal musicians, will be at the Casa Garden 
Restaurant, 2760 Sutterville Rd, Sac., 11:15 
a.m. to 1:15 p.m. Entrée choices: Chick-
en Medina served with Spring Mix Salad or 
Tortellini and Spinach Salad; dessert Choc-
olate Mousse Cake. $22 per/includes tax 
and gratuity. First-come, first serve, reserva-
tions a must, call (916) 452-2809. Proceeds 
benefit Sacramento Children’s Home. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Aug. 3: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-
8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rummage sale
Aug. 4: My Sister’s House is holding its an-
nual rummage sale from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
915 Broadway, Sacramento. Donations will 
be accepted on Aug. 2 and 3 by 6 p.m. For 
more information, contact Nilda Valmores 
at (916) 930-0626.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 56 open house
Aug. 4: Come visit Fire Station 56 at 3720 
47th Ave., Sac. Free. 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. Presen-
tations  at 3 p.m. (916) 808-1347
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Land Park Volunteer Corps
Aug 4: Got work gloves and a “let’s get 
down to business” attitude? Then the Land 
Park Volunteer Corps is for you! Come join 
members of the community as we main-
tain, improve and beautify lovely William 
Land Park. First Saturday of every month, 
July – Nov. Free. 8 a.m. meet behind Fai-
rytale Town, 8:25 a.m.–11 a.m., work on 
projects as assigned. Light breakfast, lunch 

provided by local businesses. (916) 718-
3030 ckpinsacto@aol.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pancake Breakfast
Aug. 4: Two light, delicious, warm pan-
cakes, a tasty patty of sausage, Log Cabin 
syrup, tea and coffee, all for only $3/person! 
8:30 a.m.–10 a.m. Every First Saturday of 
the Month. Benefits the Wednesday Club. 
Mission Oaks Community Center, 4701 
Gibbons Dr., Carmichael
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Harvest Day
Aug. 4: Hear presentations by local garden-
ing experts, tour the unique Horticulture 
Center demonstration gardens, taste fruit, 
grapes, tomatoes, visit educational booths 
and the silent auction, more. 8 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Free. Fair Oaks Horticultural Center, 11549 
Fair Oaks Blvd., Fair Oaks. (916) 875-6913
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Land Park Volunteer Corps
Aug. 4: Got work gloves and a “let’s get down 
to business” attitude? Then the Land Park 
Volunteer Corps is for you! Come join mem-
bers of the community as we maintain, im-
prove and beautify lovely William Land Park. 
First Saturday of every month, March – Nov. 
Free. 8 a.m. meet behind Fairytale Town, 8:25 
a.m.–11 a.m., work on projects as assigned. 
Light breakfast, lunch provided by local busi-
nesses. (916) 718-3030 ckpinsacto@aol.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pancake Breakfast
Aug. 4: Two light, delicious, warm pan-
cakes, a tasty patty of sausage, Log Cabin 
syrup, tea and coffee, all for only $3/person! 
8:30 a.m.–10 a.m. Every First Saturday of 
the Month. Benefits the Wednesday Club. 
Mission Oaks Community Center, 4701 
Gibbons Dr., Carmichael
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

POWERtalk International
Aug. 4, 7: Want to improve your public 
speaking and presentation skills? POW-
ERtalk International, a nonprofit pub-
lic speaking organization, provides coach-
ing in leadership skills, sales presentation, 
interviewing, confidence building and 
more. Meets First Tuesdays of the month 

10 a.m.–1 p.m. and First Saturdays of the 
Month 12 noon–3 p.m. Aviators Restau-
rant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Liz Richard-
son (916) 208-9163, erichardson1202@ya-
hoo.com www.powertalkinternational.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Referrals Plus 
Aug. 8: Referrals Plus, a women’s networking 
group, helps women in business with connec-
tions, resources, promotions and ideas. We 
meet the 2nd Wed. of every month. 12:15 
p.m. for meeting/luncheon in Greenhaven 
area. RSVP required. www.referralsplus.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Crochet Guild
Aug. 8: Crocheters of all levels of ability and 
all ages are invited to join the Sacramen-
to Crochet Guild. Learn new crochet tech-
niques, exhibit at State Fair, do charity work. 
Mentoring program. Show and tell. Mini 
classes. Library and newsletter available. Club 
member of the Crochet Guild of America. 
Meets the second Wednesday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. Seniors: $6/yr. Enter from park-
ing lot. Church of the Cross, 45th & H sts., 
Sac. Karolyn (916) 457-4044
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Referrals Plus
Aug. 8: Referrals Plus, a women’s networking 
group, helps women in business with connec-
tions, resources, promotions and ideas. We 
meet the 2nd Wed. of every month. 12:15 
p.m. for meeting/luncheon in Greenhaven 
area. RSVP required. www.referralsplus.org 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Aug. 8: Meets at noon, Evan’s Kitch-
en, 855 57th St. Sacramento. www.
eastsacrotary.com. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

CalPERS Retirement Fair 
Aug. 10-11: Members of the California Pub-
lic Employees’ Retirement System (CalP-
ERS) are invited to a free Retirement Fair at 
the Sacramento Convention Center, 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. CalPERS staff will be available at in-
formation tables to answer retirement and 
other benefits questions. Social Security and 
State Savings Plus Program representatives 
will also be at the fair. (916) 795-3991.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Aug. 10: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-
8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Dancers
Aug. 11: Fire performers from the Bay Area 
and beyond will come to the Land Park Am-
phitheater for the fifth-annual Fire Spectacu-
lar. The Obsidian Butterfly fire troupe and fire 
friends will perform from 7 to 10 p.m. Live 
music, workshops and vendors will be at the 
amphitheater from 3 to 6 p.m. tickets on the 
day of the event are $20 for adults, $10 for 18 
and under $10 and children under 8 are free. 
A special $45 family rate applies for two adults 
plus two children. Advanced tickets are avail-
able until Aug. 10: adult $15, family rate $30. 
For tickets and information, visit www.sacred-
firedance.com/FireSpectacular.html.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 43 open house
Aug. 11: Come visit Fire Station 43 at 4201 
El Centro Rd., Sac. Free. 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
Presentations  at 3 p.m. (916) 808-1347
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Volkssport walking
Aug. 11: Come join the Sacramento Walk-
ing Sticks Volkssport Club! Monthly meetings 
held every second Thursday at 7 p.m. SMUD 
Headquarters Bldg., Conference Center, 6201 
S St., Sac. Those who wish to walk before the 
meeting, meet at Starbucks, 1420 65t St., Sac. 
At 5 p.m. to walk a 3-mile walk to CSUS cam-
pus & back. Barbara Nuss (916) 283-4650 or 
(916) 691-7618 or nussb@surewest.net. Also 
www.SacramentoWalkingSticks.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Aug. 15: Meets at noon, Evan’s Kitchen, 855 
57th St. Sacramento. www.eastsacrotary.com. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

‘The Fox on the Fairway’
Aug. 17–Sept. 23: Screwball comedy about 
love, life and man’s eternal love affair with…
golf. $19-$21. Chautauqua Playhouse, 5325 
Engle Rd., Carmichael (916) 489-7529 
www.cplayhouse.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Aug. 17: Free 12-step program/support group, 
for people who have Bi-Polar and those who 
love them. Meets every Friday, 7-8:30 p.m. 4300 
Auburn Blvd., Room 106. (916) 889-5786.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Turtlerama 
Aug. 18: Sacramento Turtle & Tortoise 
Club presents a “Turtlerama.” Live turtles 
and tortoises, adoption information, lec-
tures, educational displays. Free. 11 a.m.- 4 
P.m., Belle Cooledge Library, 5600 South 
Land Park Dr. (916) 421-1134
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 13 open house
Aug. 18: Come visit Fire Station 13 at 1100 
43rd Ave., Sac. Free. 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. Presen-
tations  at 3 p.m. (916) 808-1347
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Aug. 22: Meets at noon, Evan’s Kitchen, 855 
57th St. Sacramento. www.eastsacrotary.com. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Aug. 24: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-
8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free Dental Clinic
Aug. 24–25: The Calif Dental Assoc. 
Foundation will offer a free dental clinic at 
Cal Expo, 1600 Esposition Blvd, beginning 
5:30 a.m. Volunteers are needed. Services 
are free of charge and include cleanings, fill-
ings and extractions. Open to all who do not 
have dental insurance. First-come, first-serve 
basis. More info at http://cdafoundation.
org/Give/Volunteer/CDACaresFreeDen-
talClinics.aspx or call 1-888-959-1331.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Gem and jewel show
Aug. 24–25: Rings, pearls, pendants, brace-
lets, vintage and more. American Cancer 
Society. Friday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday: 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 2744 Marconi Ave. Sacra-
mento. (916) 484-0227.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

See more Calendar page 26

By ELIZABETH VALENTE
Pocket News writer
elizabeth@valcomnews.com 

Earlier this year, Land Park 
resident Whitney Roberts de-
cided to put up a Facebook page 
devoted to Sacramento Whole 
Foods fans who would like to 
see a store in the planned proj-
ect area of Curtis Park Village.

“We are a neighborhood of 
people who value healthy eat-
ing options, and we’re willing 
to pay for them,” Roberts said. 
“We are using social media 
because people are too busy 
to go into the stores and fill 
out comment cards. It’s much 
easier to click a button and 
know that you’re heard.” 

The proposed project is at 
the abandoned Western Pa-
cific rail yards off of Sutter-
ville Road, behind Sacramen-
to City College via a traffic 
roundabout at Donner Way 
and 24th Street.

The property is owned by 
Paul Petrovich of Petrovich 
Development Company, Sacra-
mento’s largest retail developer.

While Whole Foods has 
made no formal announce-
ment that it plans on moving 
into the area, Roberts says the 
high-end, natural foods re-
tailer at Curtis Park Village 
would be an ideal fit.

“It’s centrally located, easily 
accessible from two freeways, 

near a college campus, nestled 
in an affluent neighborhood 
and nowhere near another one 
of their locations,” she said.

In the last few months, the 
“Bring Whole Foods to Land 
Park” Facebook page has col-
lected nearly 300 “likes” from 
people stating that they 
“strongly want a Whole Foods 
Market.”  

Even some city leaders are 
using their own social media 
profiles to support the cause.

“It’s a great area,” said Joseph 
Devlin, spokesman for Dis-
trict 5 Councilman Jay Sche-
nirer. “Who wouldn’t want to 
move in to Curtis Park Vil-
lage? Whole Foods would be 
a welcome addition to the 
neighborhood.”

District 4 Councilman Rob 
Fong was one of the first city 
leaders to post his support on 
Facebook. He was also one of 
the “yes” votes for Curtis Park 
Village, a mixed-use urban in-
fill project with retail spaces 
and housing.

“Councilman Fong believes 
the vision put forward by Petro-
vich Development will add 
many amenities and residential 
options to Curtis Park and oth-
er surrounding neighborhoods,” 
said Lisa Nava, spokeswoman 
for Fong. “Whole Foods would 
be a wonderful addition.”

The question that remains is 
whether Whole Foods is right 
for an area that is already served 
by two similar markets offer-
ing high-end, organic prod-
ucts — Taylor’s Market, which 
is celebrating 50 years of do-
ing business in Land Park, and 
newcomer Sunflower Farmers 
Market in South Land Park.

“Whole Foods, as far as I’m 
concerned, is a high-end gro-

Social media site has nearly 300 ‘likes’

Resident launches campaign to bring Whole Foods Market

Photo by Elizabeth Valente
Austin Blanchard supports having a Whole Foods in Curtis Park Village.

cery store,” said Curtis Park 
resident Robert Palmatier. 
“If you bring a Whole Foods 
Market here to Curtis Park, 
it’s like placing a Super Wal-
Mart smack in the middle of a 
small hometown with mom-
and-pop stores. It’ll take ev-
erything away.”

Courtney Clendenin dis-
agrees. She and her sister Jai-
me Silva own The Sandwich 
Spot on 18th Street in Land 
Park, just a couple of blocks 
from the proposed area.

“We’ve just celebrated our 
third year at this location and 
we welcome the new busi-
ness and new customers that 
Whole Foods would bring,” 
Clendenin said.

Terri Shettle, Executive Di-
rector of the Sierra Curtis 
Neighborhood Association, 
declined to comment only to 
say, “We have not taken a po-
sition on the issue regarding 
bringing a Whole Foods Mar-
ket to the area.”

Whole Foods Market an-
nounces new store open-
ings with its quarterly finan-
cial earnings and, for now, has 
not announced plans for Cur-
tis Park. The next Sacramen-
to-area Whole Foods is set to 
open in October in Davis.

“Whole Foods Market ap-
preciates the interest and ex-
citement that our current 
and potential customers have 
around a store in the Curtis/
Land Park area,” said Jennifer 
Marples, Whole Foods Mar-
ket spokeswoman. 

Whole Foods Market cur-
rently has locations at 4315 
Arden Way in Sacramento, 
1001 Galleria Blvd. in Rose-
ville and 270 Palladio Drive 
in Folsom.

Trace L. Johnson, Vice Pres-
ident of Leasing for Patrivoch 
Development Company, did 
not return phone calls seeking 
comment about the latest de-
velopments on Curtis Park Vil-
lage as of press time.
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1253 56th Avenue  –  SOLD!  >
Very sharp 4bd 3ba w/oversize 3-car tandem 
gar. RV/boat access. Upd granite counters 
in kitchen, master & hall bath. Wood flrs in 
living rm/dining area. Upd tile flrs in kitchen, 
baths, pantry, laundry. More! 

 

* Per public records or other sources deemed reliable, but has not been verified by agent or broker; interested parties to verify.

100 Audubon Circle – $628,000  >
Custom hm builder’s own home. 1-of-a-kind 
4-5bd 3ba Great Rm plan w/many high quality 
updates, plus an enormous 8-9 car garage! 
Downstairs bdrm, full bath & den. Great yard 
w/brick patio & pergola. More!  Apx 3,419 sf* 

<  271 Audubon Circle – Pending Sale!
Spacious 4-5bd, 3ba Custom w/Upd granite 
kitchen & bath counters! Den, bath w/shower 
downstairs. Huge family rm & master bdrm. 
Separate formal living & dining rooms. Large 
yard, 3-car gar w/high ceiling!  Apx 3,259 sf* 

< 234 River Acres Dr – Call for details!
Exceptional location & features!  3bd 2.5ba 
“Great Room” plan w/formal dining rm, upd 
stainless kitchen appliances w/Blue Star gas 
range. Tile roof. Upd laminate & tile flooring.
Apx 25’ deep garage. More!  Apx 1,899 sf* 

6943 Gallery Way – Pending Sale!  >
Attractive 4bd 3.5ba with remote 4th bdrm.
Separate living & family rms. Dining area & 
brkfst area. Prior kitchen update. Updated 
A/C & gas heating c. 2010. Upd carpet; vinyl 
flooring in baths & laundry. Apx 1,895 sf* 

You could qualify for a $3,000 exiting bonus through the 
Home Affordable Foreclosure Alternative program!

Call us today,
we’re here to help!

YOU HAVE OPTIONS!
Foreclosure doesn’t have to be the only choice.
A short sale may be the answer and I can help.

916.443.1445

Angel Lynn
1913 Capital Ave, Suite C
Sacramento,CA 95811
www.angellynn.com
Blog site:
www.myshortsaleangel.com

For more Calendar entries visit
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m
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Beach Bash
Aug. 25: Come, all who are thirsty, come 
to the waters (Isaiah 55:1). Waterslides, 
games, Slip-n-Slides, crafts, kiddy pools, 
food, activities, door prizes. Free communi-
ty event. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Riverside Wesley-
an Church, 6449 Riverside Blvd. (916) 391-
9845 www.rwcsac.org. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 15 open house
Aug. 25: Come visit Fire Station 15 at 1591 
Newborough Dr., Sac. Free. 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
Presentations  at 3 p.m. (916) 808-1347
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mend-A-Thon
Aug. 25: The Capitol Ballet Company Cos-
tume Committee presents a Mend-A-Thon  
fundraiser from 2:30 – 4:30 p.m. Bring 
your clothes that need mending, as volun-
teers will repair them on a donation basis 
while you wait. Volunteers will repair items 
such as loose buttons, small tears and simple 
hems. Bring buttons if you have them. The 
event will take place at the Arcade Library 
Community Room,  2443 Marconi Ave.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Aug. 29: Meets at 6 p.m., Evan’s Kitchen, 855 
57th St. Sacramento. www.eastsacrotary.com. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Aug. 31: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-
8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

September

Land Park Volunteer Corps
Sept. 1: Got work gloves and a “ let’s get 
down to business” attitude? Then the 
Land Park Volunteer Corps is for you! 
Come join members of the communi-
ty as we maintain, improve and beautify 
lovely William Land Park. First Satur-
day of every month, March – Nov. Free. 
8 a.m. meet behind Fairytale Town, 
8:25 a.m.–11 a.m., work on projects as 
assigned. Light breakfast, lunch provid-
ed by local businesses. (916) 718-3030 
ckpinsacto@aol.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pancake Breakfast
Sept. 1, Oct. 6: Two light, delicious, warm 
pancakes, a tasty patty of sausage, Log Cab-
in syrup, tea and coffee, all for only $3/per-
son! 8:30 a.m.–10 a.m. Every First Satur-
day of the Month. Benefits the Wednesday 
Club. Mission Oaks Community Center, 
4701 Gibbons Dr., Carmichael
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

POWERtalk International
Sept. 1, 4: Want to improve your public 
speaking and presentation skills? POW-
ERtalk International, a nonprofit pub-
lic speaking organization, provides coach-
ing in leadership skills, sales presentation, 
interviewing, confidence building and 
more. Meets First Tuesdays of the month 
10 a.m.–1 p.m. and First Saturdays of the 
Month 12 noon–3 p.m. Aviators Restau-
rant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Liz Richard-
son (916) 208-9163, erichardson1202@ya-
hoo.com www.powertalkinternational.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Sept. 5: Meets at noon, Evan’s Kitchen, 855 
57th St. Sacramento. www.eastsacrotary.com. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Sept. 7: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-
8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 19 open house
Sept. 8: Come visit Fire Station 19 at 1700 
Challenge Way, Sac. Free. 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
Presentations at 3 p.m. (916) 808-1347
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Volkssport walking
Sept. 8: Come join the Sacramento Walk-
ing Sticks Volkssport Club! Monthly meetings 
held every second Thursday at 7 p.m. SMUD 
Headquarters Bldg., Conference Center, 6201 
S St., Sac. Those who wish to walk before the 
meeting, meet at Starbucks, 1420 65t St., Sac. 
At 5 p.m. to walk a 3-mile walk to CSUS cam-
pus & back. Barbara Nuss (916) 283-4650 or 
(916) 691-7618 or nussb@surewest.net. Also 
www.SacramentoWalkingSticks.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Crochet Guild
Sept. 12: Crocheters of all levels of 
ability and all ages are invited to join 
the Sacramento Crochet Guild. Learn 
new crochet techniques, exhibit at State 
Fair, do charity work. Mentoring pro-
gram. Show and tell. Mini classes. Li-
brary and newsletter available. Club 
member of the Crochet Guild of Amer-
ica. Meets the second Wednesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. Seniors: $6/
yr. Enter from parking lot. Church of 
the Cross, 45th & H sts., Sac. Karolyn 
(916) 457-4044
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Referrals Plus
Sept. 12: Referrals Plus, a women’s net-
working group, helps women in business 
with connections, resources, promotions 
and ideas. We meet the 2nd Wed. of every 
month. 12:15 p.m. for meeting/luncheon 
in Greenhaven area. RSVP required. www.
referralsplus.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Sept. 12: Meets at noon, Evan’s 
Kitchen, 855 57th St. Sacramento. 
www.eastsacrotary.com. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael Geranium Society
Sept. 14: Come to the monthly meeting of 
the Carmichael Geranium Society. Guests 
welcome. Meets every Second Friday of the 
month, 10 a.m.–12 noon. No mtg. in Aug. 
Carmichael Park Community Clubhouse, 
5750 Grant Ave., Carmichael. Jean (916) 
481-2076
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Sept. 14: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-
8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 57 open house
Sept. 15: Come visit Fire Station 57 
at 7927 East Parkway, Sac. Free. 2 
p.m. – 5 p.m. Presentations at 3 p.m. 
(916) 808-1347
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community concert:
Sept. 16: The Sacramento Commu-
nity Concert Association (SCCA) is 
kicking off  its 59th season with Boston 
Brass, known for burning jazz stan-
dards, exciting classical arrangements 
and works from the band’s original rep-
ertoire. 3 p.m., Crest Theater, 1013 K 
St., Sacramento. Doors open one hour 
before curtain time. Open seating only. 
Subscriptions are $90 adults, $45 stu-
dents, $80 groups of 12 or more. Single 
shows are $25. For tickets, visit www.
sacramentocommunityconcerts.com or 
call (916) 974-1357.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Sept. 19: Meets at noon, Evan’s 
Kitchen, 855 57th St. Sacramento. 
www.eastsacrotary.com. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Sept. 21: Free 12-step program/
support group, for people who have 
Bi-Polar and those who love them. 
Meets every Friday, 7-8:30 p.m. 
4300 Auburn Blvd ., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 18 open house
Sept. 22: Come visit Fire Station 18 
at 746 No. Market Blvd., Sac. Free. 2 
p.m. – 5 p.m. Presentations at 3 p.m. 
(916) 808-1347
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Sept. 26: Meets at 6 p.m., Evan’s Kitchen, 855 
57th St. Sacramento. www.eastsacrotary.com. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Sept. 28: Free 12-step program/
support group, for people who have 
Bi-Polar and those who love them. 
Meets every Friday, 7-8:30 p.m. 
4300 Auburn Blvd ., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 60 open house
Sept. 29: Come visit Fire Station 60 at 
3301 Julliard Dr., Sac. Free. 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
Presentations at 3 p.m. (916) 808-1347
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Community concert:
Sept. 30: The Sacramento Communi-
ty Concert Association (SCCA) pres-
ents A Far Cry Chamber Orchestra of 
Boston. 3 p.m., Crest Theater, 1013 
K St., Sacramento. Doors open one 
hour before curtain time. Open seat-
ing only. Subscriptions are $90 adults, 
$45 students, $80 groups of  12 or 
more. Single shows are $25. For tick-
ets, visit www.sacramentocommunity-
concerts.com or call (916) 974-1357.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Elks open house
S e p t .  3 0 :  S a c r a m e n t o  E l k s  L o d g e 
No .  6  i n v i t e s  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  a n 
o p e n  h o u s e  f r o m  1  t o  5  p . m . 
6 4 4 6  R i v e r s i d e  B l v d . ,  S a c r a m e n -
t o .
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

October

POWERtalk International
Oct. 2, 6: Want to improve your public 
speaking and presentation skills? POW-
ERtalk International, a nonprofit pub-
lic speaking organization, provides coach-
ing in leadership skills, sales presentation, 
interviewing, confidence building and 
more. Meets First Tuesdays of the month 
10 a.m.–1 p.m. and First Saturdays of the 
Month 12 noon–3 p.m. Aviators Restau-
rant, 6151 Freeport Blvd., Sac. Liz Richard-
son (916) 208-9163, erichardson1202@ya-
hoo.com www.powertalkinternational.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Oct. 3: Meets at noon, Evan’s Kitchen, 855 
57th St. Sacramento. www.eastsacrotary.com. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Oct. 5: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-
8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 8 open house
Oct. 6: Come visit Fire Station 8 at 5990 H 
St., Sac. Free. 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. Presentations 
at 3 p.m. (916) 808-1347
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Land Park Volunteer Corps
Oct. 6: Got work gloves and a “let’s get down 
to business” attitude? Then the Land Park 
Volunteer Corps is for you! Come join mem-
bers of the community as we maintain, im-
prove and beautify lovely William Land Park. 
First Saturday of every month, March – Nov. 
Free. 8 a.m. meet behind Fairytale Town, 8:25 
a.m.–11 a.m., work on projects as assigned. 
Light breakfast, lunch provided by local busi-
nesses. (916) 718-3030 ckpinsacto@aol.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pancake Breakfast
Oct. 6: Two light, delicious, warm pancakes, a 
tasty patty of sausage, Log Cabin syrup, tea and 
coffee, all for only $3/person! 8:30 a.m.–10 
a.m. Every First Saturday of the Month. Bene-
fits the Wednesday Club. Mission Oaks Com-
munity Center, 4701 Gibbons Dr., Carmichael
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Crochet Guild
Oct. 10: Crocheters of all levels of ability and all 
ages are invited to join the Sacramento Crochet 
Guild. Learn new crochet techniques, exhibit at 
State Fair, do charity work. Mentoring program. 
Show and tell. Mini classes. Library and news-
letter available. Club member of the Crochet 
Guild of America. Meets the second Wednes-
day of the month at 6:30 p.m. Seniors: $6/yr. 
Enter from parking lot. Church of the Cross, 
45th & H sts., Sac. Karolyn (916) 457-4044
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Referrals Plus
Oct. 10: Referrals Plus, a women’s network-
ing group, helps women in business with con-
nections, resources, promotions and ideas. 
We meet the 2nd Wed. of every month. 12:15 
p.m. for meeting/luncheon in Greenhaven 
area. RSVP required. www.referralsplus.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

East Sac Rotary
Oct. 10: Meets at noon, Evan’s Kitchen, 855 
57th St. Sacramento. www.eastsacrotary.com. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

‘Rehearsal for Murder’
Oct. 12–Nov. 18: A play within a play, with 
murder and surprising revelations. $19-$21. 
Chautauqua Playhouse, 5325 Engle Rd., Car-
michael (916) 489-7529 www.cplayhouse.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
Oct. 12: Free 12-step program/support group, 
for people who have Bi-Polar and those who 
love them. Meets every Friday, 7-8:30 p.m. 4300 
Auburn Blvd., Room 106. (916) 889-5786.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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