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Faces and Places: 

Easter Egg Hunt at 
Greenhaven Lutheran
Photos by Linda PohL
Linda@valcomnews.com

Children and their families enjoyed an Easter festi-
val at Greenhaven Lutheran on Saturday, March 23. 
With the Easter bunny, an egg hunt and a petting zoo, 
people seemed to have a good time. Greenhaven Lu-
theran is located at 475 Florin Rd., Sacramento. 
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By Corrie PeLC
corrie@valcomnews.com

Approximately 60 Pocket 
area students, parents and 
community members came 
out to the Robbie Waters 
Pocket-Greenhaven Li-

brary on the evening of 
Friday, March 15, to see 
more than 40 photographs 
taken by teens not just in 
their community, but all 
over the world. 

The showing was part of 
a photography contest held 

by the Teen Advisory Board 
(TAB) at the library. TAB 
members and C.K. Mc-
Clatchy High School se-
niors Allison Yamamo-
to and Michelle Sarracino 
had come up with the idea 
for contest as a way for area 
teens to both express them-
selves and learn more about 
what the library offers. 

Yamamoto hoped the event 
would help draw teens to the 
library for more than just 
completing school work, but 
to also “show that we have 
these events going on at the 
library that are open for stu-
dents to participate in and get 
something out of,” she says. 

“a Changing World”
Tracey Joe, youth services 

Librarian for Robbie Waters 
Pocket Greenhaven Library, 
says the library was hap-
py to support TAB and the 
contest, as well as give lo-
cal teens an opportunity to 
express themselves through 
art and show it to the com-
munity. “We just wanted to 
give them the opportunity 

to be creative and interpret 
it however they wanted to, 
and we thought it would be 
a really awesome thing that 
we could do for the commu-
nity,” she explains. 

The theme of the contest 
was “A Changing World,” 
which Yamamoto says they 
came up with when noticing 
the differences between gen-
erations that came to the li-
brary. “We thought it would 
be cool to see how other teens 
would interpret ‘A Changing 
World,’ whether they think it’s 
a good thing or a bad thing,” 
she explains. 

Of the approximately 40 
entries the photography con-
test received, 24 were from 
local students while 18 were 
from teens across the Unit-
ed States and even from oth-
er countries such as Peru and 
Australia. Yamamoto says 
she created a Facebook event 
for the contest, which helped 
spread the word to teens in 
other areas. 

Sarracino was pleased they 
were able to include photos 
from teens all over the coun-
try as it would allow all those 
that attended the gala to “not 
just see the changing world 
around our community, but 
also expand their horizons 
and get a feel for how other 
kids see the changing world in 
other places,” she adds. 

and the Winners are...
Four judges – including li-

brary staff Joe and Brendle 
Wells, branch supervisor; 
Kathi Windheim, president 
of the Friends of the Robbie 
Waters Pocket Greenhaven 
Library; and Corrie Pelc, re-
porter for Valley Commu-
nity Newspapers – deter-
mined the winners of the 
contest, which included top 

three awards for local con-
tributors, as well as an Inter-
national Award, and awards 
for “Best Perspective” and 
“Most Moving.”

Top honors went to Sierra 
Brown, a senior at C.K. Mc-
Clatchy High School who 
took first place for her photo 
“A Winter Morning.” “I found 
that flower in the garden and 
just thought it was really neat 
how it was a yellow flower, 
but had this white glisten-
ing signs of winter on it even 
though winter hadn’t hit yet, 
so I just took a picture of it,” 
she says. 

Brown – who has been tak-
ing photos since the ninth 
grade – says her photo fits the 
theme “A Changing World” as 
it shows that the world is con-
stantly changing. “We can see 
this best in even the most in-
significant things, such as a 
simple yellow flower paint-
ed in winter’s frost,” she ex-
plains. “True, today winter is 
here and the flowers are dy-
ing. But not matter what, we 
can always expect that tomor-
row will bring another sun-
rise, a new flower, and con-
stant change.”

She also believes it’s “ex-
tremely important” for teens 
to have a way to express 
themselves, such as through 
photography. “The youth 
have such a different view 
of the world than do adults, 
and I think the best way to 
voice such a view is through 
artistic expression,” she says. 
“It’s great that teens have so 
many opportunities to share 

Photo contest gives Pocket 
teens an opportunity to 
show ‘a changing world’

their expressions with oth-
ers, such as the library’s pho-
to show.” 

Other local winners of the 
photography contest includ-
ed Benjamin Potter, a senior 
at McClatchy, who took sec-
ond place with his photo 
“Abandoned,” and Andrew 
Kageyama, a junior at Co-
sumnes Oaks High School 
in Elk Grove who took third 
place for his photo “Fall in 
Love.” Daniel Escobar, a ju-
nior at McClatchy, won 
“Most Moving” for his pho-
to “Soarin’ Solar Dreams.” 
The “Best Perspective” 
award was given to Jona-
than Beach from Los Ange-
les, while Ashleigh Polinel-
li from Perth, Australia won 
the International Award.

Joe says the library hopes to 
keep the photos from the con-
test on display for a few more 
weeks so community mem-
bers who were unable to at-
tend the gala can enjoy them. 

And Sarracino hopes the 
contest will become an an-
nual one, “but maybe bring 
in some other types of art as 
well,” she adds.

(From left)  Kathi Windheim, president of the Friends of the Robbie Waters Pocket Greenhaven Library; Sierra Brown, senior 
at C.K. McClatchy High School and first place photography contest winner; Tracey Joe, youth services Librarian for Robbie 
Waters Pocket Greenhaven Library; Allison Yamamoto and Michelle Sarracino, both seniors at McClatchy. 

First place winning photograph “A Winter Morning” by Sierra Brown, senior at 
C.K. McClatchy High School. 

w w w. v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

See Photography, page 5

Photography: Photos now on display at the Robbie Waters Pocket Greenhaven Library
Continued from page 4
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By LanCe arMSTronG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is part eight 
in a series about the history of 
the Sacramento River.

In the last article of this 
series, longtime Pocket res-
ident Barbara Lagomarsino 
described how she became 
interested in the raising of 
the streets of Sacramento 
– an undertaking that cre-
ated the city’s mysterious 
underground.

Raising the streets was far 
from a simple endeavor. The 
board of trustees of Sacra-
mento City supported the 
raising of the streets and as-
sumed the obligation to pro-
vide the necessary materi-
als. In this case, thousands of 
yards of soil were to be de-
posited along streets in front 
of buildings.

Lagomarsino wrote: “Prop-
erty owners were responsi-
ble for readying the length of 
streets, fronting on their prop-
erty, for receiving the fill. Dirt 
was to be deposited along the 
streets to depths of about 10 
feet, and such vast quantities 

of earth could not be left in 
heaps.”

The piles of soil would soon 
become piles of mud.

Continuing, Lagomarsi-
no wrote: “To contain the 
dirt, each property owner ar-
ranged individually to have 
a brick bulkhead wall built 
at the edge of the street line 
in front of his property. The 
bulkheads extended from the 
ground up to the established 
grade, to which leveled dirt 
would later be piled in the 
street.”

Many of these brick bulk-
heads are still visible in Old 
Sacramento and whenever 
there is construction in the 
core downtown area.

The task of the business 
owner could seem arduous 
and expensive, but Lagomarsi-
no wrote: “In the autumn of 
1866, a bulkhead was built to 
high grade for only $3 a run-
ning foot.”

And while some of the 
bulkheads have collapsed, 
many are still standing more 
than 150 years later.

But the task of raising a 
building above the bulkheads 
was never easy.

Lagomarsino recounted the 
story of the St. George Hotel, 
which was raised in 1866.

“Two hundred and fifty 
( jackscrews) were put into 
place under that job in ear-
ly August. It was about two 
weeks before work on the 
$7,450 contract was begun. 
By October, the whole job 
was finished; 160 feet by 76 
feet, weighing about 1,900 
tons, the building had been 
raised 8 feet (with very little 
damage inside and out).”

These massive modifica-
tions to the city’s structures 
also affected the infrastruc-
ture. The soil brought in to 
raise the streets covered 
fire hydrants and buried 

water lines beneath several 
feet of new soil; this made 
it difficult for the fire de-
partment to respond effec-
tively. And if a water line 
broke, service was inter-
rupted to the entire city.

Lagomarsino wrote, “In Oc-
tober 1865, a water line un-
der newly raised 2nd Street 
broke.

Without warning, all water 
in the city was turned off at 5 
o’clock in the evening.”

But it was not only under-
ground water pipes that were 
affected. Because the streets 
were raised, buildings could 
not get proper water pressure 
from the old delivery system. 
In August 1867, the city water 

tank had to be raised 5 feet in 
order to provide enough pres-
sure to carry water as high as 
four floors.

Lagomarsino’s research re-
vealed that “most businesses 
were closed during the rais-
ing of their buildings. How-
ever, not all buildings were 
vacated while they were be-
ing raised.

In 1864, a wooden tene-
ment in the Chinese section of 
town in (sic) I Street, between 
2nd and 3rd (streets) was be-
ing raised during gale winds 
when it toppled over, scat-
tering its occupants as it fell.” 
Ultimately, Lagomarsino’s re-

search concluded “such catas-
trophes were extremely rare. 
Most buildings were raised 
without problems and stood 
solidly afterwards.”

But even in the 19th cen-
tury, buyers had to beware of 
nefarious and unscrupulous 
contractors who could not 
complete the jobs that they 
promised they would finish 
at certain arranged times.

Lagomarsino told the story 
of a house that was owned by 
Mary Esqueval on the block 
bounded by 2nd, 3rd, K and 
L streets.

Esqueval had arranged for 
a builder named Joel John-
son to raise her home and 
make elaborate changes that 
would significantly upgrade 
the beauty and condition of 
the house.

“The whole process was 
to take two weeks. The total 
cost was $500 in gold and 
silver, $100 to be paid when 
the screws were set, $200 
more when the brickwork 
and sidewalks were finished 
and the final $200 when the 
job was completed. Unfortu-
nately, the work was not so 
craftsmen-like as the agree-
ment suggested it would be. 
He did not finish the work 
and she had to hire someone 
to raise the kitchen as well as 
to repair damage caused by 
raising the main house. All 

doors had to be re-hung; the 
whole house had to be paint-
ed and papered; the roof on 
the main building had to 
be fixed; and various other 
jobs had to be finished. The 
house settled several inches 
and developed cracks with-
in a few months after he left 
the job. Both water and gas 
pipes were injured. Johnson 
had obviously not satisfied 
this customer.”

Shoddy construction was 
not the only problem with 
raising Sacramento.

While the responsibili-
ty of the city and the prop-
erty owners was outlined in 
the raising of the streets and 
buildings, it was never clear-
ly defined.

For instance, the sidewalks 
became the responsibility of 
the individual property own-
er. Hence, the completion of 
sidewalks at building level 
was very inconsistent.

In some cases, the sidewalks 
were not completed and a 
gapping hole existed in front 
of the building.

In other cases, the sidewalks 
were completed to street level, 
but the buildings had not yet 
been raised.

Lagomarsino wrote: “Un-
der the best of conditions, a 
walk through Sacramento’s 
rising downtown area could 
be a hazardous up and down 

affair, especially at night. 
Among complaints, made ed-
itorially by local papers about 
dangerous sidewalks during 
the years of raising was one 
when a man fell 12 feet off a 
sidewalk to a vacant lot be-
low. Another one, a man fell 
off a raised sidewalk onto an 
unraised street, and another 
when a man, ‘said to be per-
fectly sober’ following a side-
walk under construction, 
walked off the end of it and 
fell 9 or 10 feet onto the side-
walk below.”

All of this integrated 
construction to raise the 
city in order to achieve 
flood protection took sev-
eral years and during those 
years, the streets were a 
perilous obstacle course 
for pedestrians and horse-
drawn vehicles. Even today, 
the dangers of Sacramen-
to’s underground are still 
visible even if the surface 

barriers have been gone for 
more than 150 years.

By 1873, the grading, rais-
ing and reconstruction was 
finished.

The lives of the citizenry 
and businesses had been dis-
rupted for a decade. But was 
it worth it to the residents of 
Sacramento?

The answer may be found 
in the fact that Sacramen-
to has not experienced any 
of the devastating floods that 
were common before the rais-
ing of the city and the cre-
ation of the underground.

The indomitable city 
once again displayed its 
courage, creativity and co-
operation in the face of 
natural disaster.

But is the big flood still 
coming? The next article of 
this series will address the 
ultimate conclusion of the 
threat from hydraulic min-
ing, some dangers that threat-

ened severe damaged, the in-
troduction of more modern 
mechanisms for flood control 
and the efforts of citizens and 
government agencies to part-
ner in the control of rising 
waters.

Evidence of the Sacramen-
to underground is still visible 
in many places and the Sac-
ramento History Museum at 
101 I St. in Old Sacramen-
to now offers guided tours of 
some areas of the abandoned 
lower city.

Tickets are currently on sale 
on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and 
tours leave every half hour. 
Beginning June 1, tours will 
be offered daily.

The costs of the tours are 
$15/adults and $10/youth, 6 
to 17 years old.

For additional information re-
garding these tours, call (916) 
808-7059.

Raising Sacramento’s 
streets created city’s 
mysterious underground

See Streets, page 7

Photo by Lance Armstrong 
The city’s original street level can be seen below a section of the K Street Mall in this 2007 photograph.

Streets: Dangers of Sacramento’s underground are still visible today
Continued from page 6
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For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

real estate servicesloving companions senior placement

your ad should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primrosealz.com
www.primrosealz.com

special alzheimer’s living

Your services are needed
call melissa todaY 
to place Your ad

(916) 429-9901

legal services

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/30/13

By MoniCa STarK
Editor@valcomnews.com

To Debbie Eto, being the 
first Japanese-American Ex-
alted Ruler of Sacramento 
Elks No. 6 is an honor. Un-
like most previous exalted rul-
ers who have gone “through 
the chairs” to the highest po-
sition, Eto became the Lec-
turing Knight in December 
2012, only holding a Chair 
for a couple of months before 
being elected to the position. 

“I was honored when I 
found out Marilyn Facha, 
who has raised thousands 
of dollars for Elks charities, 
nominated me. Even more 
surprising was being elect-
ed. I admit it’s overwhelming, 
but with this great crew of of-

ficers, help from friends, and 
the Past Exalted Rulers, like 
Jerry Landreth-Brusato, Ron 
Brusato, Jack Lewis, Rich-
ard Cherry, Bruce Synhorst, 
John Henmen and Steve Cla-
zie, (who have volunteered 
to mentor the Officers) we’ll 
have a great year!” Eto said.

Every Exalted Ruler has 
a pin for their year and Eto 
chose the word “kanji” or be-
nevolence in Japanese (kanji) 
to be written on hers. “It was 
important to honor my Jap-
anese heritage and the Elks, 
who are known for being the 
Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks,” she said.

As exalted ruler, Eto will 
be expected to oversee what 
goes on in the Lodge, appoint 
the committees, represent the 

Lodge at clinics and conven-
tions, and most generally su-
pervise all matters with Sac-
ramento Elks Lodge No. 6.

Eto said tough econom-
ic times have hit the Lodge 
and so some of the challeng-
es she foresees will be trying 
to increase membership. “I 
think Fraternal Clubs over-
all are facing lower numbers 
in membership than normal. 
It’s definitely a concern and 

a challenge. We will be im-
plementing an exciting, fun 
membership drive and plan 
to be more visible in the com-
munity,” she said.

Since the building is set 
back from Riverside Boule-
vard, many people don’t even 
know the facility is there. 

As the facility boasts a 
gym, with the heated indoor 
pool, handball courts, weight 
room equipped with nu-

merous exercise machines, 
wet steam, dry sauna, ja-
cuzzi, ballroom, profession-
al kitchen, game room, and 
bar, those amenities alone 
would be reasons to join. 

But to Eto the Elks Lodge 
is more than all of that; it’s 
about the people, the heart of 
Sacramento. “Elks Lodge No. 
6 is the people. Most possess a 

deep sense of patriotism, fair-
ness, chivalry, and dedication 
to helping others,” she said.

Over the years, Eto has met 
some amazing people at the 
Elks. “Elks want to help each 
other. They go out of their 
way to assist, to volunteer, to 
serve rather than be served,” 
she said. 

One group within the Elks 
is the PM Crew (Preventative 
Maintenance), retired peo-
ple who meet and do repairs 
on the building. “They are the 
heart and soul of the lodge … 
We’re not talking about just 
changing a light bulb either. 
These guys install solar pan-
els, repair fire hydrants, build 
walls, put down floors; there 
is nothing they can’t handle 
and they work tirelessly for 
the lodge,” she said.

Eto wants people to know 
how much the Elks do for the 
community and charities.

The Youth Activities Chair, 
Michael Bates is oversee-
ing the upcoming Soccer and 
Hoop Shoots. Loyal Knight 
Larry Pilgrim is in charge 

of the Essay Contests, PER 
Steve Clazie is the Chair for 
the Dictionary Program and 
Scholarships. Marilyn Hooten 
is our Elks National Founda-
tion Chair. The Elks Nation-
al Foundation is a perpetu-
al fund with assets exceeding 
$400 million that provides 
millions each year for college 
scholarships, grants for high-
er education to children of de-
ceased Elks and other charita-
ble, benevolent endeavors. Bob 
Van Gundy is the Veteran’s 
Chair and has much planned 
for honoring Veterans. 

The list goes on, Eto says, 
but don’t get her wrong. The 
Elks do have some great so-
cial events ahead. They have 
a Birthday Night every oth-
er month, a big Father’s Day 
barbecue manned by grill-
master Ron Domingos. “It 
will be a day of games, con-
tests, prizes and fun,” Eto 
said. And The Fourth of July 
party is not to be missed. Of 
course they have the weekly 
Sunday Morning Breakfast 
and Spaghetti Mondays. 

Debbie Eto named first 
Japanese-American 
Exalted Ruler of Elks No. 6

It’s of the new Elks Officers for the 2013-2014 year. From left to right it’s Ron Domingos (Trustee), Tom Brunette (Leading 
Knight), Debbie Eto (Exalted Ruler), Gunner Lester (Loyal Knight), Michael Bates (Esquire), Larry Pilgrim (Loyal Knight), Becky 
Keyser (Inner Guard), Valerie Keyser (Chaplain).

Photo by Monica Stark
Debbie Eto was so excited to park her car in the special spot on April 1.

“I would like to extend 
an invitation to the read-
ers - the next time you find 
yourself where Riverside 
meets Florin, stop by and 
join us. I think you’ll be 
impressed with the people, 
the facilities and what Elks 
do,” Eto said. 
www.elks6.com
The Elks is located at 6446.

See Elks, page 9

Elks: Organization is looking 
for new members
Continued from page 8
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DunniganRealtoRs.com

916.484.2030
916.454.5753

for current home listings, please visit:

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

             The numbers are in, and Dunnigan 
agents are first in Sacramento in average transaction price, 
average sales volume, and average number of sales per agent.*

It’s not about the numbers themselves, but what they say 
about our firm:

We are a relatively small agency, but we hire the very best 
people—simply put, agents who are highly effective at
helping their clients buy and sell homes.

But our agents are.

*Sacramento Business Journal, August 10, 2012. ‘Industry Focus: Residential Real Estate Companies’

We’re not #1.

School NewS
JFK

Tuesday, March 19 was day number two 
of the Every 15 Minutes Program.  Two se-
niors, Ikjot Thind and Richard Noguchi, along 
with numerous parent and student volunteers, 
MADD, CHP, probation, and fire fighters con-
ducted this great program for our junior  and 
seniors on campus.  Parents are encouraged 
to talk with your upperclassmen and get their 
feedback about drinking and driving to avoid 
living through this simulation in real life.

Also on March 19, JFK installed two 40-
inch LCD monitors, one in the main office and 
one in the counseling office, to further enhance 
communication on campus. Principal Chad 
Sweitzer said he will post the student bulle-
tin on the display screens along with pictures 
of students on campus to promote the school’s 
fabulous student body.  If you are a parent at a 
school event and want to take pictures, please 
send them to the principal in JPEG format 
(landscape is best) so he can put them on the 
monitors for all to see.  Once it arrives, he will 
also install a 60-inch monitor in the cafeteria to 
display the same material during lunch hours. 

MATSUYAMA
Congratulations 5th graders!

Below is the list of students whose poems 
were selected for publication in the 2013 edi-

tion of the Anthology of Poetry by Young 
Americans.

Leandra R, Noah R, Irvin W, Robert L, Me-
lissa H, Jessica T, Nina C, Elizabeth R,  Lucas 
M, Brianna F, Marius S, Lauren L, Liam G, 
Adrianna M, Leyna K, Cameron C, Rachel W, 
David G, Nicki F, Anaise S, Camryn T, Cam-
eron W, Jasyn W, Gina K

Community traffic safety meeting to be 
held april 9

In an effort to address the safety of our 
students and to be a better neighbor the 
school is hosting a community meeting 
to discuss possible changes to the traf-
fic patterns during drop-off and pick-
up times at Matsuyama. Parents and the 
community are invited to attend, voice 
your concerns, and recommend alterna-
tive practices that will insure the safe-
ty of our students and be respectful of 
our neighbor’s property and safety. The 
meeting will be held from 6 to 7 p.m. in 
the multipurpose room. 

Upcoming events at Matsuyama
OPEN HOUSE will be held May 30, 2013 
- 5:30pm - 7:00pm, PTA General Meeting 
will be held May 21 at 6:30pm, PTA General 
Meeting will be held April 9 at 6:30pm,  PTA 
General Meeting June 4 at 6:30pm

Dr. Pan helped Greenhaven 
residents ‘script (their) future’ 
Local residents joined Dr. Pan and the Campaign 
to Help People Stick to Medication Schedules

Local residents joined Dr. Richard Pan (D-Sacramento) at 
the Asian Community Center (ACC) Greenhaven Terrace re-
cently to hear from the representatives of the growing Script 
Your Future campaign about the importance of taking medi-
cations as directed.

“Action is the foundation for optimal health, and the Script 
Your Future campaign empowers communities to proactive-
ly manage their health through education,” said Dr. Pan, who 
chairs the California State Assembly Health Committee. “By 
making sure our communities are informed about the risks 
and responsibilities of prescription medications, we can help 
people live fuller, healthier lives.”

With a focus on knowledge and empowerment, the au-
dience was presented with tools to improve overall health. 
Dr. Pan and representatives of Script Your Future un-
veiled for the first time medication log wallet cards trans-
lated in Vietnamese and Chinese.  The wallet cards pro-
vide an easily transportable way for people to record when 
they take their prescriptions.

“Today’s workshop and health screenings provide an oppor-
tunity for you to take control of your health by becoming more 
informed about the medications you take, and making a com-
mitment to take medication as directed, not only for the sake 
of your own health, but also so you can be there for those that 
you love,” said ACC CEO Donna Yee, “When you talk with 
your doctor and your pharmacist about your medicines you 
create a prescription for better health!”

Community members were also able to discuss their individ-
ual medication, vitamin and supplement schedules with Rite 
Aid Pharmacist Noora Ahram, while registered dietitian Ka-
tie Renner, RD provided a healthy food demonstration along 
with a basic food and medication interaction education.

 
Website of assemblymember richard Pan:
www.asmdc.org/pan 
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Green Up.   Power Down.  Shout Out.  This 
is the sentiment behind “Mission 4/1 Earth: 
50 Great Days”.  Fifty-Seven Hundred Unit-
ed Church of Christ congregations and oth-
er folks will join together to make a difference; 
improve the environment today and for future 
generations.  Mission 4/1 Earth activities start-
ed on Easter Monday, April 1 and will continue 
through Earth Day, April 21, Arbor Day, April 
26, ending 50 days later on Pentecost, May 19.

Mission 4/1 Earth 50 great days has three goals. 
To collectively offer more than 1 million hours of 
engaged earth care, including clean-up and educa-
tion; to collectively plant more than 100,000 Trees 
in partnership with the National Arbor Day Foun-
dation; to collectively write more than 100,000 ad-
vocacy letters on environmental concerns to elected 
officials and local and national newspapers. 

IMANI United Christ of Christ (UCC) is 
hosting the Sac Valley Association of the UCC 
(Northern California and Nevada Conference) 
spring gathering at Parkside UCC on Saturday, 
April 20 from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. with registra-
tion starting at 9:30 a.m. at Parkside United Com-
munity Church, 5700 South Land Park Dr. 

Event is open to the public and will include: 
Panel discussion focused on environmental is-
sues, worship communion, business meeting, 
continental breakfast and lunch. Cost is $10 
for adults, children are free: RSVP, 764-8072 
to reserve lunch and childcare (Registration 
begins at 9:30 a.m.) Free family activities af-
ter noon, include: bounce house, tree planting, 
gardening, advocacy letter writing and educa-
tion, crafting rainbow scarves, prayer flags and 
more. For more information call 764-8072. 

Local churches join together to 
improve the environment

Ar t S

C.K. McClatchy’s Lion’s Pride 
Players present the Broadway mu-
sical, The Music Man. This fami-
ly favorite is a winner of best Mu-
sical Score and features song and 
dance that keeps audiences enter-
tained and have made it an Amer-
ican classic.

A fast-talking con man comes to 
hawk musical instruments and band 
uniforms to small-town America, 
where he declares that the only way to 
save the youth of River City from the 
lure of the poolroom is to organize 
a kid’s band.  Along with his comic 
sidekick, he inspires the town, charms 

the mayor’s wife into forming a “ladies’ 
dance committee” and sets his sights 
on winning over the  local music 
teacher.  He espouses the “Think Sys-
tem” of learning music: if you think 
a tune, you can play it.  He wins the 
hearts and hopes of the town, extract-
ing money from them by ordering in-
struments and uniforms.   Never a 
dull moment in this exciting, highly 
acclaimed hit.

Dates and performance times:
April 17–19 and April 24–27, at 7 p.m.; 
April 22 at 4 p.m.

Ticket prices: $10 general admission, 
$5 student. Special $2 show price 
Monday and Wednesdays, April 17, 
22, and 24.

C.K. McClatchy is located at 3066 
Freeport Blvd.

C.K. McClatchy presents

The music man

Got News?
e-mail editor@valcomnews.com
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F o r  o v e r 
3 6  y e a r s

w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

940 STERN CIRCLE
Great Little Pocket location. Newer 
roof & windows, ch&a, freshly paint-
ed inside and out. Large pool sized 
back yard. $299,000
ATCHAN vAN PELT • 813-5919

6 REyES COURT • $1,195,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

18 ALSTAN COURT • $1,175,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

1029 RIO CIDADE WAy
4 bedrooms, 2.5 full bathrooms, 0.0 
partial bathrooms, and approximately 
3060 square feet. The property has a 
lot size of 8276 square feet and was 
built in 1987. $559,000 
SUSIE K. PARKER • 421-3546 

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

15 SEA LION COURT
Fabulous single story home located 
in culdesac - easy access to free-
ways, schools and shopping. Step 
into home displaying clean fresh 
carpet. Bonuses include updated 
appliances in kitchen and newer 
central heat and air. $255,000
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

7001 POCKET ROAD
Wonderful home with a courtyard 
entry surrounded with greenery 
and nice koi pond. Step into a clean 
home with vaulted ceilings, nice 
great room with fireplace accented 
with newer laminate flooring as well 
as in kitchen. $229,000 
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ LoW iNTroducTory coST
★ STarT aNyTime
★ Live cLaSSeS

Call: Ed Daniels •451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ moNThLy caSh FLoW
★ TeNaNT ScreeNiNG
★ maiNTeNaNce

Call: brittany Naucke• 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

766 STILL bREEzE WAy
exquisite custom home built by 
builder for his own personal home. 
Two fireplaces, large granite slab 
island mixed with easy care corian 
kitchen. $1,075,000
SUSIE K. PARKER 421-3546

2373 CORK CIRCLE
Beautiful home in the charming 
neighborhood of Fuller Town by ex-
ecutive airport. 4 spacious bdrms, 
2.5 baths, family & living rooms 
w/double sided frplc. $259,000.
KATHERINE HOWES 548-3632

1029 RIO CIDADE WAy
4 bedrooms, 2.5 full bathrooms, 0.0 
partial bathrooms, and approximate-
ly 3060 square feet. The property has 
a lot size of 8276 square feet and was 
built in 1987. $559,000 
SUSIE K. PARKER • 421-3546 

S O L D

S O L D

S O L D S O L D

PENDING
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Do you have a story? 
Tell it to us. 
Call Monica Stark at 916-429-9901

by Shane SinGh
shane@valcomnews.com

Editor’s note: Shane Singh is the 
gossip columnist for The Pocket 
News. His column will appear 
monthly.

By way of in-
troduction, I 
am a product 
of this fantas-
tic communi-
ty.  I went to 
Didion School, 
Sam Bran-
nan Middle School and then 
graduated from Kennedy 
High school.  I played soc-
cer for the Greenhaven Soc-
cer Club, baseball for Pocket 
Little League and am an Ea-
gle Scout with neighborhood 
Troop 259.  I liked the area 
so much, that I returned af-
ter college at Cal-Berkeley to 
study law at McGeorge.  I am 
honored to serve as the pres-
ident of the soccer club and 
also as a board member of the 

Friends group at the Robbie-
Waters Pocket-Greenhaven 
Library “The Robbie”.  I wel-
come this opportunity to keep 
the Pocket-Greenhaven com-
munity informed about the 
latest happenings.  Please let 
me know if there is anything 
interesting for me to note.

Hungry?  Neighbors have 
been asking what happened 
to the Subway in the Rush 
River Bel Air Center, well it 
has re-opened at the River-
lake Center on Pocket/Gree-
haven.  We try to support 
neighborhood businesses and 
are glad that the sandwich 
shop is back.

Food Trucks are coming 
back to Pocket way too ear-
ly in the season with sponsor-
ship from Councilman Fong.  
Food Trucks are for Sum-
mer Fun and late nights.  It’s 
only March with softball and 
baseball practice, homework, 
and come on, a Thursday 
night?  SAT/ACT prepara-
tion and scholarship applica-
tions keeping everyone busy; 
enough with the Food Trucks 
on valuable school nights in 
March, April, and May- sum-
mer is only three months 
away.  Speaking of food, our 
neighbor Fred Bloom com-
ments that there has been very 
lax city enforcement of codes 
when impromptu fresh straw-
berry stands are popping up 
and competing with our local 
grocers.  But, I guess the Food 
Trucks are also competing 
with Pocket area restaurants?

We need to top-flight en-
tertainment in Sacramento.  
Huge thumbs up in support 
of our Mayor, City Manager 
and Councilmembers who are 
working hard to save the Sac-
ramento Kings.  Pocket res-
idents are among those who 
loudly cheer on our City’s roy-
alty.  We are stoked for an eco-
nomic stimulus downtown, not 
to mention bringing back the 
WNBA.  About time!  See-
ing the big picture is what it’s 

all about.  Less than 10 minutes 
from Pocket to a game or con-
cert at a new arena in Down-
town Plaza - that would be 
phenomenal.  Let’s do it for civ-
ic pride and future generations.  
Remember the early 90’s when 
many of the Kings lived right 
here in the Pocket?

“The Robbie” what the lo-
cals call our gem of a commu-
nity library has a new influx 
of  Lucky Day Books, right in-
side the lobby doors, no wait-
ing, bestsellers to check out, 
eyeing a new John Grisham.  
Lots of seniors are also there 
getting tax help on Thurs-
days, just takes a 211 call for 
an appointment.  Become a 
Friends of the Library mem-
ber, startling news on poten-
tial library closures at last 
Joint Powers Authority Meet-
ing, five branches may close in 
the City, so help ours out to-
day.  Libraries are one of the 
last free places for ALL.

Marine Tough on and off 
the courts is Pocket resident 
Emani Decquir.  Recruited by 
the U.S. Naval Academy for 
their tennis team, this soon to 
be 2nd lieutenant even played 
Greenhaven Soccer under 
her father & coach Emanual 
Decquir before lettering four 
times in tennis at St. Francis 
High School.  Semper Fi!

During the mid-morning 
hours of March 13th, I was 
notified by local soccer guru, 
“Soccer Doctor”, Wayne No-
voa, that we had a new Pope 
that was from Argentina.  
The problem - Wayne was 
under the impression that 
Francis I’s prior name was 
Lionel “Leo” Messi of the FC 
Barcelona Soccer Club and 
beloved captain of the Argen-
tine Men’s National Team.  
Soccer Doctors promises to 
“fix your game” during on the 
field tutorials, but we had to 
bring him back to earth and 
“fix” his train of thought in 
that it was the former Cardi-
nal Bergoglio and not “Leo”.

“In the Pocket” 

Shane Singh

Pocket churches 
provide food closet 
with 400 bags of food

Elaine Lederer volunteers at the food closet behind Bethany 
Church on Fruitridge Road every Tuesday and she reported 
that the Pocket Area Churches Together donated 400 bags of 
food to The SSIP (South Sacramento Interfaith Partnership) 
Food Closet in March. She said the food closet serves about 90 
families. “It’s nice to see our shelves full,” Lederer said. 

The community brought in: Canned vegetables (include green 
beans), canned beans and chili, tomato products, (tomato sauce, 
paste, canned tomatoes, ketchup, spaghetti sauce, etc.), canned 
soup, canned fruit, ramen and dry soup (include cup of noodles, 
Lipton soup, etc.), canned meats and fish (include canned stew), 
dry pasta and rice (include Rice-a-Roni, Hamburger Helper, 
Macaroni & Cheese, etc.), canned pasta (include Spaghetti Os, 
ravioli, etc.), peanut butter, jams and jellies (include almond but-
ter), holiday foods (canned cranberry, canned pumpkin, canned 
yams, canned gravy and stuffing mix), miscellaneous (including: 
canned milk, cake mixes, crackers, etc.)

 
PACT includes: Faith Presbyterian Church, Greenhaven Luther-
an Church, Greenhaven Neighborhood Church, Riverside Wesley-
an Church, and St. Anthony Church.
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Sp o r t S

The highest compliment a musical art-
ist can hope to receive usually comes 
from fellow musicians. When banjo 
players gather, they often refer to John-
ny Baier as “the best”. While such high 
praise is certainly a matter of person-
al opinion, it is clear that his love for 
the banjo and the music it is capable of 
creating has allowed Johnny Baier to 
evolve into exactly what he’d hoped to 
become...The Banjo Man. 

banjo-rama.com/performers.php

By MoniCa STarK 
editor@valcomnews.com 

Some of  the best banjo players 
in the country, if  not the world , 
wil l  descend upon the Clari-
on Inn April  11-14 for Banjo-
Rama 2013. 

Right now, organizers Bonnie 
Harris and Rex Inglis are getting 
the word out on America’s only in-
strument that’s native to the U.S. – 
the banjo.

Proud of that fact, they are set 
on bringing the best to town (in-
cluding The Banjo Man) not just 
for their lively performances, but 
also for them to lead workshops 
and jam sessions, which have 
been known to go really late into 
the night. 

“Once they start playing, they 
don’t stop. They play for hours. It is 
so much fun. And it’s not one or two 
people. It’s 10, 15, sometimes 20 or 
more and they just sit around and 
play songs,” Harris, President of the 
Sacramento Banjo Band, said.

The Sacramento Banjo Band has 
at least three members who reside 
in the Pocket — Ben Dale, Carol 
Hood and Wes Nakasora. 

Inglis said some of the banjo stars 
will head up the workshops, one of 
them being an introduction to the in-

strument for someone who has 
never played but who wants to 
learn. They also might dis-
cuss how you would play ban-

jo in a jam session and know-
ing proper etiquette (ie: Don’t 

hog the jam session and don’t call 
all the songs!) Plus there will be 
break out sessions, where leaders 
will practice what they learned in 
the workshop. 

Organizers said they might have 
a “battle of the workshop band” 

with the added prize: If you 
win, you won’t have to listen 

to the other banjo players!
At one year’s Banjo-rama 

event, the Sacramento Ban-
jo Band donated more than 

$12,400 to children’s 
charities, including 
Shriners Hospitals for 
Children, the Make-
A-Wish Foundation, 
W.E.A.V.E., Sacra-
mento Children’s 
Home, Red Cross, 
Salvation Army and 
other charities.

“We’re all volun-
teers — no one gets 

paid,” Harris said. “We 
meet because we like the 

banjo and like to play 
banjo together. It’s 

a culture. You don’t know it’s 
there until you’re in it,” she 
said.

According to their website, the 
Sacramento Banjo Band plays 4-
string banjos, with clear melody 
supported by strummed chords, like 
you would expect to hear on a riv-
erboat or in Dixieland jazz bands. 
In 1960, banjoists in the Sacramen-
to area were concerned that “Ameri-
ca’s unique instrument” and its mu-
sic could be lost.  

“ They couldn’t allow this to hap-
pen!  They put an ad in the local 
paper inviting banjo players to meet 
for a jam session.  They were aston-
ished when a very large number of 
banjo players showed up! This in-
tense interest led to an active group 
that became the Sacramento Ban-
jo Band, a charitable, nonprofit or-
ganization governed by a set of by-
laws,” states the website.

Inglis said the Sacramento Banjo 
Band members come from “all walks of 
life” including a retired nuclear physi-
cist who owns a banjo worth $50,000, 
a retired attorney from the State of 
California, retired teachers. We’re a 
bunch of retired people,” he said. 

“It’s not just a guy chewing tobacco 
and wearing overalls,” Inglis said. 

Harris’s love for the instrument 
came after the passing of her broth-

er, a Dixieland musician in Ger-
many who willed her his banjo. 
“I found somebody to teach me. I 
didn’t even know what a fret was. I 
had no idea—none.”

Meanwhile, Inglis learned to play 
the banjo from a friend in his ro-
tary club. “I heard him one time at 
the rotary club and thought it was 
pretty cool. He said he teaches ban-
jo and it turns out he is a pretty 
good banjo player,” Inglis said.

Asked if he thinks there’s a new 
generation eager to play the ban-
jo, Inglis said he’s heard it’s mak-
ing a comeback, mentioning Taylor 
Swift and Steve Martin as famous 
banjo promoters. 

But asked how the Sacramen-
to Banjo Band has changed over 
the years, Inglis said: “ It’s got-
ten old. The average age is 75 … 
Here’s what happens. Young kids 
— they like the banjo. They get 
fascinated by it, but then they 
get into high school and say, ‘oh, I 
need to have a rock guitar ’. Most 
people don’t pick it up again un-
til their 40s or 50s.” 

It’s as though young kids like the 
upbeat sound but teenagers can’t re-
late to it. It’s been said you can’t play 
a depressing song on the banjo. 

Banjo-rama! 
Pocket residents partake in annual festival 
celebrating America’s only native instrument

IF YOU GO: 
What: The Sacramento Banjo Band Banjo-Rama 2013
When: April 11-14
Where: The Clarion Inn, 1401 Arden Way, Sacramento, 922-8041 
(Formerly Red Lion)
Cost: 4-day registration $39; 1-day registration: $20.
Contact: Bonnie Harris 412-3020 or Rex Inglis at 209-955-2452
on the web: www.banjo-rama.com; sacramentobanjoband.com

“At one year’s Banjo-rama 
event, the Sacramento 

Banjo Band donated more 
than $12,400 to children’s 
charities, including Shriners 

Hospitals for Children… 
and other charities.”

Greenhaven Soccer 
Opens Online 
Registration

Warm weather in the Pocket signals a return of 
the Greenhaven Soccer season. Open registration 
for players ages four to 18 is now open. This year, 
the club has implemented a new online registration 
system. Registration fees vary depending on the age 
group, from $70 to $120.  Club President Shane 
Singh adds, “I am very proud of our dedicated group 
of volunteer board members that have worked hard 
to keep registration fee increases to a minimum while 
the costs of our program have significantly escalat-
ed.”  Greenhaven Soccer also introduces a new logo 
for the 2013 season.  New “Club Wear” merchandise 
will be available in the next few months. Visit www.
greenhavensoccer.com for more details.

By MoniCa STarK
editor@valcomnews.com

Keith Wilson from Land Park won the 
A division (180-199 handicaps) in the 
AMF $700,000 Tournament at Land 
Park Lanes on Saturday, March 9 and 
now he is set to compete for $50,000 
against other league bowlers at the 
world’s largest bowling tournament, the 
AMF $700,000 National Finals, in Las 
Vegas on April 12-13. 

The tournament was open to all adult 
10 pin sanctioned or non-sanctioned 
league bowlers. Wilson paid the $4 entry 
fee and he earned himself  an all expense 
trip to the National Finals at the Or-
leans Hotel and Casino. $50,000 is the 
first prize; $25,000 is second, $15,000 
is third and $10,000 is the fourth prize. 

Andy Voong, manager of  Land Park 
Lanes said even if  Wilson places last at 
the April 12-13 finals, he would have 

earned about $600-1,000 (with the all 
expense paid trip). 

As Stephen Borasi, District manager 
of  AMF, put it: “Even pros don’t make 
that much money.” 

Land Parker advances to world’s 
largest bowling tournament in Vegas
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By MoniCa STarK
editor@valcomnews.com

All aboard!? Beautiful weather was 
expected at 19 dogs took flight on Fri-
day, March 29. They were probably go-
ing to be euthanized at Front Street, 
but they got on a plane and flew to Boi-
se, Idaho. 

Seventeen of them are small dogs and 
two are rottweillers. They all fit onto a 
tiny-two-seater plane and flew out of 
Executive Airport at 10:30 a.m. They 
were scheduled to arrive in Boise at 
12:30 p.m. our time. Non-stop flight to 
a no-kill rescue! 

“What this does is opens up all these 
kennels at the shelter so now. I have 
160 dogs today, so I get them evaluat-
ed and move them up for adoption. It’s 
constant. It’s an inventory change all the 
time. The more I can get out faster, the 
more lives I can change,” Gina Knepp, 
Animal Care Services Manager for the 
City of Sacramento, said. 

“When we found out that Idaho Hu-
mane was willing to accept little dogs, even 
Chihuahuas, we knew a great opportuni-
ty was available to us,” Knepp said Knepp. 
“We contacted Yehuda Netanel, found-
er of Wings of Rescue, and began flying 
dogs to Boise on a monthly basis.”

Knepp said small dogs are in high de-
mand in Idaho because Idahoans have 
traditionally liked large dogs, but peo-
ple there have wanted lap dogs lately 
and haven’t had access to them. “There’s 
a population that wants littles and we’ve 
got ‘em. It’s economics. It’s supply and 
demand,” she said. 

Knepp said Netanel has larger planes 
than the one used on March 29, includ-
ing one that fits 40 dogs. 

City of Sacramento Animal Care 
Services, The Sacramento SPCA, and 
Sacramento County Animal Care and 
Regulation are participating in the 
ASPCA’s (The American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) 
Carroll Petrie Foundation Dog Res-
cue Project, a new $1 million initia-
tive that will fund much-needed treat-
ments and services for shelter dogs, 
ultimately preparing them for trans-
port from overcrowded shelters to give 
them the best chance of finding perma-
nent homes. The project is being made 
possible thanks to a generous donation 
from Mrs. Carroll Petrie, a respected 
international philanthropist. 

Since beginning the program in Sep-
tember 2012, the three Sacramen-
to shelters have transferred more than 
1,000 dogs to other shelters and res-
cue groups, including shelters in Ore-
gon, Washington, and Idaho. In Janu-
ary 2013, the City of Sacramento found 
a new transfer partner at the Idaho Hu-
mane Society. 

“We hope to work with Wings 
of Rescue to do a mega transport 
of 40 dogs in the near future,” said 
Knepp.  “Without the ASPCA, the 
Petrie Grant, and Wings of Rescue 
none of this would be possible.” All of 
the pilots with Wings of Rescue vol-
unteer their time. Grant money is used 
primarily for fuel.

 The ASPCA, through The Carroll 
Petrie Foundation Dog Rescue Project, 
aims to save 16,600 dogs through a per 
dog or puppy subsidy for each animal 
transferred out through the following 
types of programs:

·Transfer to rescue groups;
·Transfer to other shelters;
·Adoptions through “Foster Adop-

tion Ambassador” programs; or
·Adoptions through permanent off-

site partner locations.
The subsidy per dog or puppy can be 

used for anything from crates and gas-
oline purchases for transport vehicles 
to “make-ready” veterinary services for 
the dogs (i.e. spay/neuter, health certif-
icates, vaccines) that will prepare them 
to leave the shelter.

 

Now at the city shelter: 
Free microchips to City of 
Sacramento kitties

In 2012, 3955 cats ended up at the 
Front Street Shelter.  Of those cats, 
only 92 were reunited with their 
owner.  Unfortunately, the vast ma-
jority of owned cats rarely have any 
form of identification.  They arrive 
without a collar and very few are ever 
micro-chipped. 

In the hope of changing those num-
bers, during the month of April, the 
City of Sacramento-Front Street shelter 
will be offering a “complimentary” mi-
cro-chip to any owned cat living with-
in the city limits.  City residents may 
bring their cat to the shelter Wednes-
day through Sunday from noon to 5 
p.m. for a free micro-chip. A suggest-
ed donation of $5 would be greatly 
appreciated.  Proof of City residency is 
required.  Life time micro-chip registra-
tion is included.

Bowling for Bullies on 
Front Street!

The Front Street Shelter is at it again! 
During the month of April, anyone 
adopting a bully breed dog will have 
a chance to strike some pins to defray 
adoption costs.   Roll the ball, knock 
down the pins and get a discounted 
adoption. $5 off adoption fees for each 
pin successfully knocked over! We have 
a wide variety of bully breeds all waiting 
for a new home.

All aboard?! 
Dogs take flight to no-kill Idaho rescue

Photos courtesy of SactoMoFo
Pocket neighbors enjoyed dinner at Garcia Bend courtesy of 10 SactoMoFo food trucks. There was live music by 
Sandra Dolores Swanfeldt, kid friendly entertainment, and funds were raised for the Matsuyama PTA. 

Pocket neighbors enjoy food trucks

Romeo, wherefore art 
thou Romeo? 

This black Pomeranian and Chihuahua mix 
named Romeo has been missing since March 
5. He was last seen on Rush River Drive near 
Greenhaven. He’s about 10 pounds and will be 
7 years old on April 21. Romeo is not micro-
chipped but he did have a gray and black col-
lar with a dog tag on it Romeo is described as 
a loving dog, though he gets scared easily. If  he 
feels safe, he’ ll bark at other dogs. If  you have 
any information about Romeo’s whereabouts, 
call 541-3456. There is a cash reward.

Mark your calendar to 
spend Memorial Day Week-
end celebrating four decades 
of amazing world-class mu-
sical entertainment during 
the 40th Anniversary of the 
Sacramento Music Festival 
happening May 24-27.

Complete with a high-
energy Friday night kick-
off and a vibrant Saturday 
morning parade, the musical 
celebration will take place 
on 24 venues throughout 
Sacramento with headliners 
that include Los Lobos, The 
Blasters, John Lee Hook-
er Jr., The James Hunter 
Six, Dan Hicks & The Hot 
Licks, and Wanda Jackson, 
Ben Taylor, the Beer Daw-
gs and Mick Martin and 
the Blues Rockers. In addi-
tion to lively street enter-
tainment, the annual event 
offers a variety of musical 
venues that range from cozy 
club settings and inside lux-
ury hotels to large-scale out-
door stages and even aboard 
the picturesque Delta King 
river boat. In fact, four of 
Sacramento’s luxury hotels 
will offer musical entertain-
ment including the Holiday 
Inn, Embassy Suites, Sher-
aton Grand and Hyatt Re-
gency.  And, new this year, 
the main stage will be po-
sitioned on the iconic and 
sprawling grassy area offi-
cially known as the “1849 
Scene” in front of the Cal-
ifornia State Railroad Mu-
seum located in Old Sacra-
mento State Historic Park.

Originally known as the 
Old Sacramento Dixieland 
Jazz Jubilee, the event has 

evolved over the years to em-
brace and offer a wide vari-
ety of musical styles in addi-
tion to classic jazz and swing. 
In fact, this 40th anniversary 
community celebration will 
showcase Rockabilly, soulful 
blues, rockin’ blues, country, 
zydeco, rock, bluegrass, rag-
time, jazz, swing, street beat, 
cajun, Latin music, big band, 
orchestras, dance bands and 
more.  Plus, a high-energy 
“Next Generation Band” per-
formance site will feature tal-
ented youth jazz bands from 
near and far that always draw 
a young and spirited crowd.  

On Friday through Sunday, 
Sacramento Music Festival 
activities are scheduled from 
11 a.m. until midnight and 
on Monday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.  With lower ticket prices 
this year, regular event prices 
vary from $10 to $110 for a 
four-day event badge.  And, 
along with a variety of public 
transit options, ample park-
ing is available and free shut-
tle buses run between venues 
all weekend long on a first-
come, first-served basis.  

The 40th Anniversary Sacra-
mento Music Festival is proud-
ly presented by the Sacramen-
to Traditional Jazz Society with 
support from the Sacramento 
Convention & Visitors Bureau.  
Proceeds from the event support 
the preservation of traditional 
jazz through STJS Jazz Edu-
cation Programs.  To purchase 
tickets or for more information 
about the 40th Anniversary 
Sacramento Music Festival, call 
916-444-2004 or visit www.
sacmusicfest.com.

Celebrate 40 Years of World-
Class Music During 2013 
Sacramento Music Festival
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CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

FENCING

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

ADDITION SPECIALIST

VENTURA CONSTRUCTION

Lic# 329932

SMALL JOBS ~ BIG JOBS
• Custom Concrete Work • Pool Decks • Walks • Tile Work

• All types of Handyman work • Painting • Hauling • Cleaning
• Custom Wrought Iron • Fence  Work & Repairs

• Yards • Gutters • Rug Installation • Electrical work
• Pressure Washing • Window/Screen Washing In & Out

Call  (916) 826-2534

CONSTRUCTION/HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN

FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE

Licensed and Insured #152902

I specialize in all areas of home improvement !

Carpentry - Electrical –Sprinklers - Plumbing
Accepts All Major Credit Cards 

“Senior Discount”

Quality work the fi rst time, guaranteed!

NO JOB TOO SMALL! Call Eric (916) 470-3488

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HAULING/SPRINKLER REPAIR
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 16 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

  SPRING CLEAN-UP SPECIALS! 

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231 

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 
• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

ELECTRICIAN

CONCRETE/LANDSCAPE

All Areas, All Phases
Lowest Price Guarantee

Free Estimates
Bonded & Insured
916 349-9634

CSLB Lic# 780126

Vergara 
Construction

www.concrete4less.com

Painting

COOK PAINTING
Full Service Company − Start to Finish

• Custom Painting    • Super clean, neat & fast
• Interior/Exterior    • Cabinets

Specializing in custom trim & moulding!
Color Consultants • Free Estimates

Freshen up
for Spring!
VCN Special

(916) 591-5056 In business since 1982
 CSL# 432951

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

FULL SERViCE PLUMBing

PLUMBing

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

ROOFing tREE SERViCE

PLUMBing

MIDTOWN
PLUMBING

Licensed
Plumbing Contractor
Since 1973

Reasonable Residential Work • Repairs  •  Re-Pipes
Sewers • Water Heaters  •  Drains  •  Disposals Etc.

CSL # 284755 • Fully Bonded & Insured • Accepts all major credit cards
916-393-2109 Cell 275-8236

BAXTER TILE
EXPERT INSTALLATION
REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic • Marble • Granite
Floors • Counters • Walls

33 Years Experience • FREE Estimates

916-213-4669
License #668100

tiLE WORKREaLtOR

gaRy’S Painting
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

PaintingPainting

haRdWOOd FLOORing LandSCaPing

lic # 880049

Painting

soliD eXPeRienCe sinCe 1994

(916) 380-0787

ARis PAinTing

ComPleTe inTeRioR oR eXTeRioR
FRee esTimATes –– ReAsonAble RATes

your ad should be here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

haRdWOOd FLOORing

specializing in installing, sanding, 
and finishing hardwood flooring 

or repair and refurbish your current floors.

Call michael – (916) 383-8742
lic # 544159/References Available

Hardwood Flooring
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COMPUTERS
GOT COMPUTER PROBLEMS? 
Pocket Computer Technician. I do on-site visits in 
the Pocket area. $45/hr. Outside the Pocket area,  
travel charge will apply. Problem not fixed? No pay! 
Free estimates/consultation. Call cell# 296-7161

dESk fOR SaLE
GERMan CUSTOM-MadE dESk

German custom-made desk. Stained wood. Top 
dimensions 56” X 22”; 26” high. 3 small drawers; 
2 deeper drawers on each side. Excellent condi-

tion. $500. Call (916) 698-5209.

ESTaTE SaLE
ESTaTE SaLE
ESTATE SALE 3/22 & 3/23, 4/5 & 4/6 TIME: 9-3. 
70+ years of treasures. Large & small, we have it 
all. 6579 Willowbrae Way, Sacto. 95831

#1 BOOkkEEPEr
30 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info

BOOkkEEPinG

#1 Tax PREPaRER
30 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax 
returns including Corp & Partnerships. We pre-
pare expertly all past tax returns including all 
State returns. Get the most deductions allowed 
to you by law. CTEC registered & Bonded. 
Please call for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 
640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. Same low 
1990 rates. www.taxirene.info

Tax PREPaRER

advERTiSE  yOUR REnTaLS

Call 429-9901

fURniTURE
fURniTURE

Twin Bed with mattress for sale. Has foot board 
and head board. (916) 457-3367.

GaRdEninG
GaRdEninG
fuji Gardening Service–Monthly service-basic or 
complete care. 1 time clean up. Sprinkler repair. 
Medium Tree service or bonsai shaping. Please 
call kousei (916) 921-5992 or leave message. 20 
years experience. 

handyMan
handyMan SERviCES
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, repairs and remod-
eling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call Steven 
at 230-2114.

SPRinG CLEan-UP SPECiaLS
Rain Gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) rain gutter cleaning, 
pressure washing/power spray, hauling, yard work,  
painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-up, fence re-
pairs, light tree trimming, & more. ref avail. Call Les 
at 838-1247.  Specials for seniors. Licensed.

haRWOOd fLOORinG
haRdWOOd fLOORinG
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring. Or repair 
and refurbish your existing flooring. Call Michael at  
(916) 383-8742. references available/Lic#544159

MOBiLE hOME fOR SaLE
MOBiLE hOME
ready-to-move-in mobile home located in desirable 
senior park, Elk Grove. 2 Br/2bath, sunny bonus 
room off spacious master Br. Central HAC. New 
gas stove. Includes washer/dryer/refrig/microwave. 
$22,500. good size outdoor shed. Large space. 
Owner resides in park. Call (916) 685-7590.

PET PORTRaiTS
ORiGinaL PET PORTRaiTS
Original Pet Portraiture. realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! reason-
able prices. Submit photograph–turn around 7-10 
days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com or call 
447-4441. See www.MelissaAndrews.com-Stop 
by Valley Community Newspapers, you can meet 
Melissa and see her artwork in our offce at 2709 
riverside Blvd. 

Classified ads work

CALL AND PLACE YOUR 
EVENT TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

Crockett-Deane Ballet Company 
& Deane Dance Center

“ Sleeping Beauty”
May 11 at 7 p.m.
May 12 at 2 p.m.

Tickets at the door: $15 general
$12 students/seniors; $10 kids

The Center, 2300 Sierra Blvd, Sac
deanedancecenter.com

Local nonprofit giving 
away van and mini-bus 
for first anniversary

 
For its first anniversary, Destinations Mobility is giving away 

a wheelchair accessible van to any California or Nevada resi-
dent who is disabled and also a mini-bus to any California or 
Nevada organization that can use the wheelchair accessible ve-
hicle for its clients.  

The contest opens March 20, 2013 and runs through 
May 20, 2013. No purchase or donation is neces-
sary.

Entry forms for contest vehicles are available at the Destina-
tions Mobility website, www.destinationsmobility.com.

Although winners will be selected by random drawing, the 
form does include a section on how the van would change the 
person’s life or, for the business, nonprofit or church, how the 
bus would help the people it serves. 

Winners will be announced at noon May 31 at the nonprof-
it’s open house. 

Entry forms must be received by May 20 at Destinations 
Mobility, P.O. Box 23100, Sacramento, 95822.

An adult can enter for a family member who is dis-
abled. Only one entry per household or organiza-
tion. 

The van and bus can be seen at Destinations Mobility, 2501 
Florin Road, Sacramento Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

For more information on the contest details, visit www.des-
tinationsmobility.com.  

A division of the nonprofit Paratransit, Inc., Destinations 
Mobility sells wheelchair accessible vehicles for people with 
disabilities and businesses.

Crowd forms for the 3rd Annual Seussical Story Hour including the 
LaPlaca triplets.

Sacramento Public Library Director Rivkah Sass and her husband Abe Sass delight the audience.

Steinberg Seussical Story 
Hour one for the storybooks
Photos courtesy of KaThi WindheiM

Youngsters and the young at heart came to enjoy the 
work and wisdom of Theodor Seuss Geisel at the third an-
nual Steinberg Seussical Story Hour at the Robbie Waters 
Pocket-Greenhaven Library on Saturday, March 9. Special 
guest readers included: Senate pro Tem Darrell Steinberg, 
Assemblymember Dr. Richard Pan, former Councilmem-
ber Robbie Waters, and Sacramento Public Library Direc-
tor Rivkah Sass. The Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven 
Library is located at 7335 Gloria Dr., Sacramento.
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* Per public records or other sources deemed reliable, but has not been verified by agent or broker; interested parties to verify.

“In such a competitive market, we were so fortunate to have 
Bill guide & advise us through the whole process. Our needs 
required a top level of experience & professionalism and from 
Bill we received that and more...”

Kent & Jennifer Woodward, Buyers

See More Photos & Open House Schedule for my “Featured Homes” at:

GreenhavenPocketHomes.com

“In such a competitive market, we were so fortunate to have 
Bill guide & advise us through the whole process. Our needs 
required a top level of experience & professionalism and from 
Bill we received that and more...”

Kent & Jennifer Woodward, Buyers

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.
 

OngOing:  
Sacramento Public Library offers 
passport service at its Central 
Library
The library can now process U.S. passport 
applications at its Central Library, 828 I 
St. Passport photos can be taken at the li-
brary office for an additional $15 fee, and 
checks or money orders are accepted. Hours 
are Tuesdays, 3 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.; Fridays, 
noon to 4:30 p.m.; Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.; and Sundays, noon to 4:30 p.m. 
Appointments are encouraged by calling the 
library at (916) 264-2920. Visit www.travel.
state.gov for information on processing fees, 
proof of citizenship and required passport 
application documents.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Sacramento Rose Society 
Meets the second Thursday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Shepard Garden & Arts 
Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd., in East Sac-
ramento. For more information, visit www.
sactorose.org/sacramentorosesociety.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Sacramento Chapter of the 
Women’s Council of Realtors 
Meets every third Thursday of the month 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Sacramento 
Association of Realtors 2003 Howe Ave. It 
is a luncheon and features various speakers 
and topics that impact business locally. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Travel club meetings slated at 
Arcade Library
The Sacramento Public Library invites 
all travelers to its monthly “No Reserva-
tions Travel Club” meetings at 7 p.m. on 
the first Tuesday of each month at the Ar-
cade branch, 2443 Marconi Ave. The free 

adult meetings feature a speaker, plus time 
for exchanging travel information within the 
group. 264-2920 or visit www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Finding the Right Path art exhibit 
Through out the month, an art exhibition of 
landscape paintings by local artist Jo Anne 
Marquardt will be held at Sacramento City 
College library, third floor. Hours of the library 
are 7:30 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday through Thurs-
day, 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. on Fridays and 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.  Saturday. It is closed Sunday except for 
a reception from 1-3 p.m. on Sun. March 10.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael clothes drive
Now-April 13 For every pound received 15 
cents will be donated to Sacramento Area 
Creeks Council to support Creek Week. 
Drop off at Carmichael Recreation and 
Park District, 5750 Grant Ave., Carmichael, 
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(April 13 at Carmichael Park Band Shell). 
Bring clothes in plastic bags.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fairytale Town presents its 
annual puppet festival
Thursdays - Sundays, May 2 - June 16, 
Weekdays at 10:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. & 
12:30 p.m. Weekends at 12:30, 1:30, 2:30 
p.m. Children and adults can enjoy live pup-
pet show performances inside Fairytale 
Town’s Children’s Theater. Puppet show 
performances from May 2 through June 2 
will be performed by Puppet Art Theater 
Company. The festival will end with the pre-
miere of Fairytale Town’s original puppet 
production of “Rumpelstiltskin” from June 
6 through 16. Tickets are $2 for nonmem-
bers in addition to park admission, and $1 
for members. www.fairytaletown.org, 808-
7462. 3901 Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

City of Sacramento announces 
summer youth jobs
deadline for application, april 1: The 
City is hiring approximately 60 youth be-

tween the ages of 14-17 for the position 
“Youth Aide” which pays $8 an hour, Fri-
day – Tuesday, 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. (6 ½ 
hours per day - includes ½ hour unpaid 
lunch).   Applications must be returned 
to the Belle Cooledge Community Center 
(5699 S. Land Park Dr.) by 4 pm, Monday, 
April 1.  Program runs June 21 to Aug. 11 
with training scheduled for June 19 and 20. 
All paperwork must be submitted for ap-
plications to be considered.

April

Rotary Club of Pocket/
Greenhaven
april 4: Guest speakers address local, re-
gional and international topics. Visitors 
welcome. 7:30 a.m., every Thursday. Avia-
tors Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd. (916) 
684-6854. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Family/all ages art for all: 
recycled creations
april 4: At 3:30 p.m., join us for our 
monthly Art for All as we celebrate 
Earth Day by making Recycled Cre-
ations! There will be activities and 
projects appropriate for all ages. Belle 
Cooledge Library, 5600 South Land Park 
Dr. 264-2920, www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Introduction to Powerpoint
april 4:  Microsoft PowerPoint is a soft-
ware program for creating and showing 
presentations that include slides, outlines, 
speaker’s notes and audience handouts. In 
this course designed for beginners, you will 
learn the fundamentals of PowerPoint start-
ing at 4 p.m. This course will consist of a 
series of four sessions that will be held on 
Thursdays: April 4, April 11, April 18 and 
April 25 at 4 p.m. at the Central Library.  
264-2920, www.saclibrary.org. Central Li-
brary, 828 I St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Bi-Polar Anonymous
april 5: Free 12-step program/support 
group, for people who have Bi-Polar and 
those who love them. Meets every Friday, 7-
8:30 p.m. 4300 Auburn Blvd., Room 106. 
(916) 889-5786.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Elks Lodge #6 presents The 
Comedy Machine
april 5: 6:30pm ~ No-Host Cocktails; 
Show ~ 7:30pm; Advance tickets $14; $19 at 
the door 6446 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Artz for Alzheimer’s tour at The 
California Museum
april 5: A tour of The California Muse-
um will start at 10:30 a.m. for people with 
Alzheimer’s. Focusing on art allows them 
to experience something meaningful and 
beautiful, without challenging areas of the 
brain that have been affected by the dis-
ease. ARTZ Museum Tours are designed 
for people with dementia and their care 
partners, and strive to enrich the lives of all 
involved.  Events are free.  Registration is re-
quired by contacting Tiffany Paige at 916-
792-3281 or paige@artzalz.org. The Cali-
fornia Museum is located at 1020 O St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

California Writers Club meeting
april 5: Sacramento Branch presents Mar-
gie Yee Webb, author of Cat Mulan’s Mind-
ful Musings: Insight and Inspiration for a 
Wonderful Life.  She will address the Writ-
ers Network breakfast meeting attendees 
about the value of networking, face-to face 
the old-fashioned way (not social network-
ing—no computer necessary). Margie is 
an expert on finding people with an inter-
est in writing.  She will share her success-
ful networking techniques and offer tips for 
attendees to build their personal and pro-
fessional connections.  The monthly break-
fast meetings are held at the International 
House of Pancakes (IHOP), 2216 Sunrise 
Blvd., Rancho Cordova, 9 a.m. Meetings are 
free. Attendees pay for their own breakfast.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

American Sewing Guild annual 
fabric sale
april 6: The Sacramento Chapter of the Amer-
ican Sewing Guild is having its annual Fabric 
Sale at the North Highlands Community Cen-
ter, 6040 Watt Avenue, North Highlands, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Bargain prices, free entry.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fight for Air Climb
april 6: Join the American Lung Associa-
tion in California Fight For Air Climb at the 
Wells Fargo Center in downtown Sacramen-
to to experience the climb of your life. Fight 
For Air Climb is the only event in Sacramen-
to where individuals & teams walk or stride 
up all 34 floors to reach the rooftop of the 
Wells Fargo Center, the tallest building in 
Sacramento. We climb because everyone de-
serves to breathe clean air and because no one 
deserves to die from lung disease like asthma 
and lung cancer. For more information or to 
register, contact Nicole Francl at 585-7666 or 
visit http://action.lung.org/sacramentoclimb
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Teen mock SAT test 
april 6: Prepare for college admission by 
practicing with the real SAT test under real 
test conditions at noon. Kaplan Test Prep 
staff will administer the Mock SAT Test 
on Saturday afternoon beginning at noon. 
Please be prompt. Open to all high school 
students. Be  sure to attend the follow-up 
session on Tuesday evening, April 16 for test 
results and valuable test-taking tips. Carmi-
chael Library, 5605 Marconi Ave. 264-2920 
or visit www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Spring Show, “Harmony!  
Barbershop to Baroque”
april 6: The Sacramento Capitolaires Bar-
bershop Chorus announces their spring 
show, starting at 3 p.m. at the St. Ignati-
us Center, 3235 Arden Way, Sacramen-
to, featuring the Capitolaires Chorus and 
special guests:  The Ambassadors Quartet, 
Sweet Adelines Quartet “Anticipation,” and 
the Davis High School Madrigal Singers.  
Snacks included.  Desserts, beer, wine & 
soft drinks available for purchase. Cost:  $20 
General Seating; $30 VIP (best seating & 
incl. two free drink tickets).  For more info 
or to order tickets:  www.capitolaires.or-
gor (888) 877-9806.  Contact: Doug Vestal, 
(916) 601-6198, doug5265@aol.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

SAT practice test
april 6: Starting at 8:30 a.m., practice for 
the SAT with a real SAT test, under real test 
conditions-just as if you were taking the actu-
al SAT! Kaplan Test Prep will administer the 
practice test. The SAT practice test is open to 
all high school students. Central Library, 828 
I St. 264-2920, www.saclibrary.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Children’s Theater Festival at 
Fairytale Town
Saturdays & Sundays, apr. 6 – 28: Show 
times at 12:30 p.m. & 2:30 p.m. Introduce 
your children to the magic of theater! Dur-
ing the month of April, Fairytale Town 
showcases a diverse selection of theater per-
formances each weekend in the Children’s 
Theater. Performing companies include the 
Fairytale Town Troupers, Shadow Puppet 
Theatre, Boxtales Theatre Company, Rose-
ville Theatre Arts Academy and more. Tick-
ets are $2 for nonmembers in addition to 
park admission, and $1 for members. Tick-
ets can be purchased at the Fairytale Town 
main gate or at the entrance to the Chil-
dren’s Theater 15 minutes prior to show 
time. www.fairytaletown.org or 808-7462.  
3901 Land Park Dr., Sacramento, 95822
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––




