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Pocket News
W W W . v a l C o M n e W S . C o M

By Councilmember Darrell Fong

Great work by SPD
Captain Dave Peletta’s team deserves a huge 

thank you. Starting in January of this year, sever-
al iPads and laptops were being stolen from pa-
trons at Starbucks, some in the Pocket Green-
haven area. SPD Detectives along with Elk 
Grove Police Department detectives have been 

actively investigating these thefts. We are pleased 
to inform you that an arrest has been made in 
the investigation and that the suspect confessed 
to several of the thefts in the City of Sacramen-
to. SPD is continuing the investigation,  in the 
hopes that other suspects will be identified. 

2014 Food Truck Expo
Our monthly Food Truck Events have returned 

to Garcia Bend Park! We kicked off the season on 
Friday, March 21 with another successful and de-
licious event. Join us Friday, April 18 for some de-
licious freshly prepared food from Sacramento’s 

Darrell’s Notes

See Darrell’s Notes, page 9
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Brenda L Boyte, DDS 
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

SPRING SPECIAL 

$59Exam, x-rays, and cleaning
For new patients only
Without insurance
Expires 5/15/2014

We accept most ppo insurance plans.
Call us today to schedule an 
appointment for your spring 
cleaning!Always accepting new patients!

916.393.7095
930 Florin Rd., Suite 202
Sacramento, CA 95831

 brendalboytedds.com

916.393.7095

By JEFF DominGuEz
jeff@valcomnews.com

The way my wife, Lisa, 
greeted the news that she’d 
been approved as a chaper-
one for our daughter’s class 
trip to Sly Park, you’d have 
thought she’d won Power-
ball. OK, maybe not Pow-
erball, but you’d have def-
initely thought she’d hit a 
couple grand on a scratcher. 
Me, personally, I had mixed 
emotions. I mean, it was 
great that Gabby wouldn’t 
be hundreds of miles away 
(alright, 68) for a week, 
having to fend off the mis-
deeds of the two-and-a-half 
despicably mean girls in her 
grade all by herself, but Ms. 
Johnson’s acceptance of Li-
sa’s application also meant 
that I’d be doing something 
that I hadn’t done in the last 
25 years of our marriage. I’d 
be spending three days and 
two nights… completely 

alone. Twice since we were 
married, I’d been compelled 
to spend a night away from 
home on business—once in 
San Diego and once in San 
Francisco—but I’d never 
stayed home alone while ev-
eryone else was gone. And 
the night I was in San Fran-
cisco for a company con-
vention, I ended up driving 
home to sleep, then driving 
back to the convention ear-
ly the next morning.

Weird, I know. I guess. 
Most everyone I spoke to 
about my apprehension at 
the prospect of being home 
alone replied with increduli-
ty, though in varying measure. 
Some seemed downright en-
vious, while others at least 
strained to appear a bit empa-
thetic. But, I mean, come on, 
it may be unusual for a guy 
to be so attached to the com-
pany of his immediate fami-
ly, but is it really a bad thing? 
Anyway, the core issue for me 
wasn’t sleeping in an empty 
house and waking up to noth-
ing, it was the heart wrench-
ing fact that I was about to go 
an entire week without see-
ing my 11-year-old daughter. 
That prospect petrified me, 
and whether or not people 

think that’s weird, well, I just 
don’t care either way. It’s been 
11-plus years since I’d gone 
a day without seeing that lit-
tle face, and I didn’t relish the 
thought of breaking that par-
ticular streak.

Don’t get me wrong about 
this next point. We love 
Gabby’s school. Our son, 
Ruben, had gone all the way 
through middle school there 
before Gab had even started 
kindergarten. We’re dedicat-
ed volunteers—I chair the 
school’s annual crab feed—
and we’re always willing to 
provide any other support 
that’s needed. But, with re-
gard to the whole Sly Park 
fiasco, we skipped from the 
announcement of the dates 
of the trip directly to deal-
ing with it as best we could, 
when, really, there’s a ques-
tion that deserved to be 
asked and answered before 
we, like sheep, proceeded:  
If and when I feel like my 
daughter would benefit from 
extended time away from 
our family, shouldn’t that 
be my decision as a parent? 
My kid is 11 years old, and 
if it’s not obvious that this is 
too young an age for a child 
to spend a week away from 
her parents with no con-
tact, it certainly isn’t a slam 
dunk that it’s not. I mean, 
the point is, at the very least, 
debatable, isn’t it?

Isn’t it a bit presumptuous 
of all of these schools that 
ship their 6th graders off to 
Sly Park for a solid week at 
some point during the school 
year to assume that every-
one is fine with the timing 
of this milestone in our chil-
dren’s lives and just go ahead 
and schedule it without a 
discussion? I know it’s been 
a tradition, at least locally, 
for many years. My friend, 
Lisa Golden, responded 
to my outcry on Facebook 
with a reminder that our 
class at Clarksburg Gram-
mar School went in the 8th 
grade. “But not me,” I retort-
ed. I’d read The Lord of the 
Flies in the 7th grade, so the 
last place I wanted to be in 
the 8th grade was in some 
remote mountain camp with 
Jerry Fairly and Steve Slater 

calling the shots. I opted out 
of the trip, stayed home that 
week, and chopped down a 
grove of locust trees with 
my grandpa on the levee just 
south of Merritt Landing. 
This was a much better fate 
to me than ending up with 
my head on a stick.

Before she left, I offered 
Gabby $500 to stay home 
that week. I was totally se-
rious, but she laughed at me. 
She knew all too well that 
she didn’t want to be the one 
kid who missed everything 
to stay behind because of 
her weird parents. How did 
she know this? Her brother 
told her. How did he know? 
Well… because… I refused 
to allow him to go to Sly 
Park when he was in the 
6th grade, and I still haven’t 
heard the end of it. That de-
cision totally came back to 
haunt me. 

Determined not to make 
the same mistake twice (even 
though I’m not entirely con-
vinced that the first one was 
a mistake), I didn’t force the 
issue with Gabby. Over the 
past few months, like a dark 
cloud looming out there 
on the horizon, that fateful 
week grew closer and clos-
er. When it finally arrived, 
here’s how it went:

Day 1
Awkward drop off. Tear in 

eye. Lump in throat. At a time 
when I need as much human 
contact as I could get, I avoid 
it to the fullest extent that I’m 

able. Still, I know one or two 
parents have seen me. They 
probably think I’m an idiot. 
What’s new? 

Immediately after my 
girls drive away, a windy 
rainstorm fittingly hits the 
Pocket. “We may see snow 
this week in Pollock Pines,” 
a weather girl on TV with 
two distinctly different col-
ors of hair proclaims with a 
broad smile. There are three 
things I can’t bear to think 
of my children being: lone-
ly, hungry, or cold. An order 
of Edokko spicy chicken 
for dinner for me, although 
the joke I made with our 
friend, Melissa Sanders, at 
last week’s volleyball tour-
nament crosses my mind. 
We were talking about me 
being home all alone, when 
I wondered aloud, “What if 
I choke on something?” She 
erupted in laughter and sug-
gested an all-Jello diet until 
Lisa comes home. Though 
he usually spends Mon-
day and Tuesday nights in 
Stockton at school (UOP), 
Ruben comes home and 
spends the night with me. 
No Jello necessary.

Day 2
Grouchy all day. Lisa’s 

cell reception at Sly Park is 
sketchy, to say the least. The 
only contact we’ve had so far 
is a couple of fuzzy phone 
calls and a texted picture of 
Gabby with a snake around 
her neck. I can’t stand snakes. 
Or mice. With an appalling 
indifference, Weather.com 
informs me to expect 6-18 
inches of snow at Sly Park 

in the next 24 hours. Ruben 
calls to tell me he has a late 
newspaper meeting and won’t 
be able to make it home from 
school tonight. I become dis-
traught. Ten minutes later, 
he bursts through the front 
door and yells, “April Fools!!!” 
I love my son. We go to OZ 
Korean barbecue for a cele-
bratory dinner. 

Day 3
Lisa comes home today. 

She’s being relieved on her 
chaperoning shift by our 
good friend, Martha Cruz. 
I drive to Pollock Pines to 
pick her up, but I’m not sure 
that I’ll be able to see Gab-
by, because, from what I can 
pick up from Lisa’s cryptic 
texts, the way the camp is 
run is a tad reminiscent of 
the old TV series, Hogan’s 
Heroes. During the entire 
trip up, I imagine myself 
making a big scene de-
manding to see my daugh-
ter. I foresee myself punch-
ing Sgt. Schultz in the face. 
Fortunately, no such theat-
rics are necessary in reality. 
Long lost Gabby appears in 
the parking lot shortly af-
ter I pull up. Again I offer 
her a substantial amount of 
money to come home now, 
and this time I video the 
exchange and later post it 
on Facebook. The follow-
ing comments posted in re-
sponse to that video tell 
you everything you need 
to know about the qual-
ity of  many of  my Face-
book friends, these two 
of  whom I ’ve known since 
grammar school:

Steve Gardner: “Of course 
she doesn’t want to come 
home; she probably met a 
cute boy up there!”

John Elmore: “Hey, is that 
a hickey???”

Day 4
Having just been transferred 

from the front lines, Lisa is 
magically receiving crystal clear, 
blow-by-blow descriptions of 
Gabby’s activities in her ab-
sence, complete with pics, in a 
series of texts from her former 
chaperoning partner, Jennifer 
Chappelle. Here’s Gabby build-
ing a shelter; here, she performs 
a skit; here, she’s making a t-
shirt; here is the night hike. It’s 
comforting on one level, but the 
overall emotion I’m experienc-
ing is extreme anxiety. I want my 
daughter home now. The house 
is eerily silent all evening. Lisa 
and I don’t really speak to each 
other. Is she mad at me? Wait. 
Am I mad at her? I think we’re 
both just in a state of suspend-
ed animation until our family is 
whole again. The silence in our 
room that night is broken only 
by my snoring, the existence 
of which I refuse to admit as 
staunchly as a Koch brother on 
climate change.

Day 5
I barely remember any-

thing I did to kill the time 
before Gabby’s bus arrives—
Lisa’s parents arrive in town 
to welcome the snow queen 
back from her voyage—ev-
ery minute that passes seems 
like five. Finally, it’s time to 
fetch her from the school. 
It’s quite a scene. Obvious-
ly, I’m not the only par-
ent who desperately missed 
his kid. Soon, we’re all back 
home again. Gabby showers 
and plops on our bed with 
the dog, the cat, and the re-
mote. Within minutes, she’s 
out like a light. Ruben and 
Lisa enter, along with Mum 
and Pop, and the five of us 
stand there around the bed, 
looking approvingly at sleep-
ing beauty. “Hey dad,” whis-
pers Rube. “Yes?” I respond. 
“Only two more years till 
the 8th-grade trip to Cata-
lina!” he chortles.

Suddenly I’m not feeling so 
bad about keeping that one 
home from Sly Park.

The Pocket Watch appears in 
every issue of the Pocket News. 
Jeff Dominguez can be reached 
at jeff.dominguez@yahoo.com

The Pocket Watch

Sly Park and a Wreck

See Pocket Watch, page 5

Pocket Watch:
Continued from page 4
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By LAnCE ARmSTRonG
Lance@valcomnews.com

As the dust continues to 
take flight on the 5-acre, fu-
ture Brookfield School site 
behind The Trap bar at Riv-
erside Boulevard and 43rd 
Avenue, the topic of history is 
also in the air.

For instance, until Friday, 
March 21, the 90-year-old con-
crete stairs and foundation of 
a building could be seen a few 
hundred feet north of the bar.

Many Riverside-Pock-
et area residents recall when 
a house was once located on 
that foundation.

Although many people 
might imagine that the house 
was demolished, it was actu-
ally moved in two sections 
in 2004 by the Fisher Bros. 
House Moving Co. of Mante-
ca, Calif.

According to the Portuguese 
Historical and Cultural Soci-
ety, the structure was trans-

ported to a lot somewhere on 
T Street in Sacramento.

A request by this publica-
tion for additional details re-
garding that move from the 
Manteca company were not 
yet fulfilled upon the deadline 
for this article.

The house was built in 1924 
for Tony Pimentel, then-own-
er of the bar, which would later 
become known as The Trap.

Tony resided in that home 
with his wife, Margaret “Mag-
gie” (Valine) Pimentel, who he 
married on Jan. 21, 1916, and 
their children, Lloyd, Kath-
ryn and Geraldine.

All three of the Piment-
el children attended Sutter 
School on Riverside Boulevard, 
about a half-mile south of Sut-
terville Road. The old school-
house still stands at 4605 Kar-
bet Way and is presently home 
to Cabrillo Civic Club No. 5.

Although many people to-
day would identify the 5-acre 

site that includes The Trap as 
being located in the Pocket, 
the site is actually part of the 
historic Riverside area.

The northern boundary of 
the Pocket is located at the 
sharp “S” turn of Riverside 
Boulevard at 43rd Avenue.

The Pocket lies on the south 
side of the boulevard, while the 
Riverside area (which includes 
the 5-acre site where The Trap 
sits) is located on the north 
side of the boulevard.

Incidentally, historic school 
districts in those areas used 
the same boundaries.

Schoolchildren residing 
in the Pocket area attended 
schools of the Lisbon School 
District. Those schools were 
the Upper Lisbon School and 
the Lower Lisbon School.

The aforementioned Sutter 
School was attended by chil-
dren of the Riverside area, 
thus coinciding with the pre-
vious trivia that the Pimentel 
children attended that school.

The left hand side of a c. 
1912 photograph accompa-
nying this article shows a por-

tion of the Pimentels’ original 
house on the property, which 
has become the future site of 
Brookfield School.

Although the house had a 
rural, county address during 
its early years, it would later 
acquire the address of 6115 
Riverside Blvd.

Tony and Maggie resided 
in their Riverside Boulevard 
home until about 1960, when 
they moved into a 1935 Tu-
dor-style house at 2622 14th 
St. in Land Park.

After Tony died at the age 
of 74 on Aug. 26, 1968, Mag-
gie continued to live in the 
14th Street house, which still 
stands about two blocks south 
of Broadway. 

Maggie continued to reside in 
Sacramento until her death at 
the age of 97 on Sept. 3, 1991.

As for the Pimentels’ for-
mer Riverside Boulevard 
home, Tony and Maggie sold 
the house to Don E. Gar-
wood (1907-1980) and his 
wife, Edith E. (Noland) Gar-
wood (1914-1996), in 1968. 
The Garwoods were the orig-

inal proprietors of The Pocket 
Club at 5043 Freeport Blvd.

The more dominant structure 
shown on the right hand side of 
the aforementioned c. 1912 pho-
tograph is the building that would 
become The Trap, and was then 
known as Ingleside Inn.

Despite its misleading name, 
the business was not a place des-
ignated for offering overnight 
accommodations for guests.

Eventually, the name of the 
business was changed to Pi-
mentel’s Ingleside Café and was 
unofficially known by many lo-
cals as Pimentel’s Saloon.

In addition to the building’s 
use as a bar, which was locat-
ed on the larger, north side of 
the structure during its ear-
ly years, groceries were dis-
played in the building’s small-
er, southern section.

There were two entrances 
to the building, so that wom-
en and children did not have 
to walk through the bar.

Originally, the bar and gro-
cery store in the building was 
owned by a single, Italian man.

Estimated by some people 
to have been built in the 1860s 
but at least before 1885, the 
building, like most other early 
historic sites of the area, was as-
sociated with the Portuguese.

The bar and grocery busi-
ness became a Portuguese-
owned place in 1912.

It was then that Tony’s 
mother, Anna Leonora Gar-
cia Pimentel, who was then 

a widow for the second time, 
bought the bar and liquor li-
cense, so Tony could have a 
business of his own.

Since Tony was 19 years old 
at that time, and thus too young 
to legally work in a bar, he es-
tablished a partnership with his 
non-Portuguese brother-in-
law, Ernest “Alvin” Savoie, who 
was married to Tony’s half-sis-
ter, Ana “Annie” Garcia.

Tony supervised the grocery 
area in the building, while Al-
vin worked as the bartender.

Two years later, when he 
was of legal age to work in the 
bar, Tony became the busi-
ness’ bartender.

During that era, the bar had 
an area with tables and chairs 
for relaxing or playing cards.

Because of the high con-
centration of Portuguese who 
were residing in the area at 
that time, the bar was main-
ly a place of socialization for 
Portuguese men of the area.

When the old bar and gro-
cery store building was relo-
cated to its present location, 
it was placed in an easter-
ly to westerly position, as op-
posed to its former northerly 
to southerly position.

It was also at that point in 
the structure’s history that the 
smaller grocery area became 
the bar, and groceries were no 
longer sold in the building.

As for the greater sized area 
of the structure, it began to 
be used as an even larger sit-
ting area, and occasionally on 
Saturday nights, it was used 
for dancing the Portuguese 
chamarrita with two musi-
cians playing their string in-
struments.

Sometime after the bar 
building was moved, it was al-
tered when a bedding space 
and kitchenette was added to 
the structure.

Eventually, Alvin became 
ill, at which time Tony pur-
chased his interest in the bar. 
Alvin died at the age of 67 on 
Aug. 15, 1954.

Tony and Maggie later pur-
chased an additional 15 acres 
adjacent to the bar and their 
home, and Tony began farm-
ing on that site.

As Tony’s interest in farm-
ing increased, he hired two 
of the Barsanti brothers, who 
lived in the Riverside area, 
to run the bar. And in 1930, 
Tony sold the bar.

In speaking about the op-
eration of the bar during the 

years of Prohibition, Pock-
et historian Dolores (Silva) 
Greenslate said that Prohi-
bition had little affect on the 
bar.

“(The bar) was way out here 
in the Riverside-Pocket area 
with all the farmers and no 
inspectors came around here,” 
Greenslate said. “They had 
bigger fish to catch, plus this 
was just a beer and wine bar. 
(Inspectors) were more con-
cerned about people bootleg-
ging whiskey and things like 
that.”

Since Tony’s ownership of 
the bar, which was eventually 
known as the Ingleside Club, 
the business has changed pro-
prietors several times.

One of those owners was 
Eileen Strange, who renamed 
the bar, The Trap.

As the story goes, in 1964, 
Strange decided to rename 
the bar after she had invited 
her friends to visit “the trap” 
that she acquired.

Strange, who was a former 
West Sacramento resident, 
lived at 4221 South Land 
Park Dr. during her propri-
etorship of The Trap.

The last owners of the bar, 
while it was operating un-
der the name Ingleside Club, 
were Manuel and Ernie Simas, 
who were relatives from an old 
Pocket Portuguese family.

Manuel Simas, who resided 
at 7594 Pocket Road, and Er-
nie Simas, who lived at 7572 
Pocket Road, purchased the 
bar in about 1959 from the 
bar’s previous owner, Jer-
ry Andrews, who made his 
home in the upper level of the 
bar building.

In about 1967, Martin 
L. and Iona Kroeker, who 

were residents of the near-
by town of Freeport, be-
came the new proprietors 
of The Trap.

Other later owners of the 
bar were Glen Kelly (1968-
69), Don M. Redmond and 
Donald Hart (1970-72), Jack 
L. Pugh (1973-77), West 
Yeargin (1978-79) and Mou-
sa Tayyeb (1980-83).

Many longtime patrons of 
The Trap fondly remember 
Kathi Acquah, who owned 
the bar from about 1984 until 
her death in about 2005.

A later owner of The Trap, 
Rich Crudo (1947-2010), 
was the father of the estab-
lishment’s present owners, Jen 
(Crudo) Kelly, Veronica Cru-
do, Matt Crudo and Melissa 
(Crudo) Jimenez.

As presented in the last 
edition of this publication, 

Veronica Crudo expressed 
her concern regarding the 
future existence of The Trap 
in relation to its proximi-
ty to the soon-to-be-con-
structed school.

Although people direct-
ly associated with the bar 
and the school have stat-
ed that they intend for 
both places to coexist, of 
course, only time will tell 
if  The Trap, which is one 
of the few pioneer struc-
tures in the area, will be-
come a longtime neighbor 
of the school.

And whether future gen-
erations will have the op-
portunity to view the pos-
sibly 150-plus-year-old bar, 
one thing remains indisput-
able: it is obvious that the 
new Brookfield School site 
is a place of much history.

New Brookfield School site is a place of much history

Photos courtesy of PHCS
This house, above, shown 
in its original location 
on Riverside Boulevard 
in March 1998, was 
constructed for the 
Pimentel family in 1924.

(left) Tony and Maggie 
Pimentel are shown in their 
wedding photograph on 
Jan. 21, 1916.

Photo courtesy of PHCS
Pimentel’s Ingleside Café – now known as The Trap – is shown in this c. 1912 photograph. Part of the original Pimentel 
family home is shown on the left hand side of the photograph. The people standing in front of the bar and grocery business 
building are, left to right: Anna Savoie, Ernest Garcia (child), Joe Prady, Mamie Koch (child) and Ernest “Alvin” Savoie.

See Brookfield, page 7

Brookfield:
Continued from page 6
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For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

real estate services

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primrosealz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

legal services

in-home health careyour ad Should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

in-home fitness training

Your services are needed
call melissa todaY 
to place Your ad

(916) 429-9901

your ad Should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

top-rated food trucks. Bring your 
wallet, lawn chair, and your ap-
petite. Please note that we have 
changed the Food Truck Expo to 
the third Friday of the month to 
accommodate your busy sched-
ule. All food truck events begin at 
5 p.m. We look forward to seeing 
you on April 18!

Councilmember Bonnie 
Pannell announces 
retirement effective June 23

It is with mixed emotions that 
I share the news that Council-
member Bonnie Pannell an-
nounced her retirement from 
the Sacramento City Council 
effective June 23, 2014. It has 
been an honor and a privilege 
to serve with Bonnie.

Bonnie’s tenacity and dedica-
tion to her constituency has re-
sulted in a number of projects that 
have improved our city, including 
the Regional Transit Light Rail 
South Line, the Pannell/Mead-
owview Community Center and 
the Valley High Library. Creating 
and sustaining thriving neighbor-
hoods has always been her prior-
ity. Whoever is elected to her seat 
will have big shoes to fill.

Please join me in wishing 
Councilmember Pannell the 
best in her retirement.

Help Front Street Animal 
Shelter win KCRA’s A List 
for best local charity!

The City’s Front Street Ani-
mal Shelter is in the running to 
be ranked as the best local char-
ity/animal shelter in our region 
for KCRA’s A-List contest. Your 
votes are needed to make this 
happen. We know we have the 
best Animal Shelter, let’s make 
sure the rest of our community 
does as well! You can help by vis-
iting the KCRA A-List website 
at http://kcra.cityvoter.com/ 

Rush River drive flashing 
beacons

Some of you may have no-
ticed the new pedestrian cross-
ings near the canal along Rush 
River Drive. The City’s Traffic 
Engineering Division will soon 
install two flashing beacons (one 
for each direction) in advance of 
the canal to alert motorists of 
the crossings. Additionally, the 
signs will switched to the multi-
trail signs which show a pedes-
trian figure as well as the bike. 

our City like you’ve never 
seen it before

Sure, you’ve seen plenty of 
videos from within Sacramento. 

Quality work is being produced 
in this city all the time, though 
every now and then a piece of 
work pops up that seems to re-
new the way we see the City of 
Trees. Recently featured by Vis-
it California and chosen as a 
Vimeo Staff Pick, area local Jus-
tin Majeczky’s video “Sacramen-
to Timelapse” does exactly that. 
Exploding sunset colors, lush 
countrysides, thriving, pulsing 
nightlife and gorgeous cityscapes 
are all captured here.

“Over 20,000 individual pho-
tographs and 18 months of 
hard work went into creating 
this timelapse journey around 
the Sacramento area.” he says on 
his page, “Two years ago my wife 
and I relocated to Sacramen-
to, California so she could at-
tend school. While here, I have 
learned to love the vast ethnic 
and scenic diversity of the area.”

http://sacramentocityexpress.
com/2014/04/01/our-city-like-
youve-never-seen-it-before/

Drought busters out in force
Following a week of spikes 

in water usage on Thursday 
and Friday (no watering days 
in the City of Sacramento) 
the Department of Utilities 
launched an increased enforce-
ment of its watering rules.

These efforts, which shifted en-
forcement officer working hours 
to earlier start times or later end 
times, resulted in more than 350 
first notices of violation and one 
second notice of violation.

The first notice of violation 
issued by the City is a written 
warning with an explanation 
of the City’s watering rules 
and water conservation codes. 
The second notice of viola-
tion is a $50 fine. Further vio-

lations result in fines for $200 
and $1000 and $1000 for 
each subsequent fine.
As a reminder, the City’s 
watering rules are:
• Properties with addresses 

ending in ODD numbers 
(1,3,5,7,9) may water on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays.

• Properties with addresses 
ending in EVEN numbers 
(0,2,4,6,8) may water on 
Wednesdays and Sundays.

• Watering must take place be-
fore 10 a.m. or after 7 p.m. 
on scheduled watering days.

• No watering is allowed on Mon-
days, Thursdays or Fridays.

• No over-watering is permitted.

“We did not make this effort 
simply to boost our numbers of 
notices of violation,” said Dave 
Brent, Director of the Depart-
ment of Utilities. “We made this 
effort to help educate customers 
that because of the drought, their 
watering days have been reduced 
to two days per week and Thurs-
days and Fridays are no longer wa-
tering days. Our customers were 
notified of this change in their 
utility bills and in the media.

“While many people have 
gotten the drought conservation 
message, it’s pretty obvious there 
are still many customers who are 
not aware of the new watering 
limitations that have been put in 
place to address the drought.”

The Department plans to 
continue its increased enforce-
ment efforts of Thursdays and 
Fridays, targeting the areas with 
the highest number of water 
misuse calls. These are calls re-
ported to 3-11 by customers 
stating that they see watering 
on the wrong days and times or 
over-watering.

More information on the City’s wa-
ter conservation program can be 
found at www.SpareSacWater.org.

Water Conservation meeting
Join the District 7 Team, 

the Department of Utilities, 
and Pocket Nextdoor.com 
for a meeting to discuss Wa-
ter Conservation Tips, City 
Rules, and Water Meters

When: Wednesday, April 
23, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Where: Robbie Waters 
Pocket Greenhaven Library, 
7335 Gloria Dr.

Water Detection Leak Kits 
will be available for free to the 
first 50 meeting attendees. 

District 7’s “Hot Spot” returns
Starting next week, the “Hot 

Spot” opens at Jackman Middle 
School for youth between the ages 
of 13 and 19. The “Hot Spot” offers 
a safe, fun place on Friday nights. 

Sacramento named nation’s 
no. 2 City for open Data

The City earned national rec-
ognition recently as one of na-
tion’s top cities for Open Data.

Sacramento is No. 2 in the 
U.S. City Open Data Census, a 
collaboration among Code for 
America, The Sunlight Foun-
dation and The Open Knowl-
edge Foundation that ranks the 
cities’ openness according to the 
number of data sets they have 
made available online.

“We’re committed to transpar-
ency. The open data portal en-
sures that public City data can 
be easily found and used by cit-
izens,” said Maria MacGuni-
gal, chief information officer for 
the City of Sacramento. “It is im-
portant to support and encour-
age innovation in our City. Pro-
viding access to information in 
a reliable consistent format en-
courages residents and business-
es to find new ways of using pub-
lic data. We will continue to add 
useful data and are encouraging 
the community to work with us 
and tell us what they need.”

Last year the city made the 
commitment to provide impor-
tant public data online as part of 
an effort to increase openness, 

Darrell’s Notes:
Continued from page 2

See Open Data, page 16

By monCiA STARK
editor@valcomnews.com

Students at John F. Kennedy High 
School and Sacramento Community 
College joined forces with the Pock-
et/Greenhaven Rotary and the Sac-
ramento Fire Department Station 11 
for a very special community service 
project on Saturday, April 5. They re-
placed smoke alarm batteries for about 
20 of their neighbors. 

“What an extraordinary day it 
was!” said Keiko Wong, Pocket/
Greenhaven Rotary president. “It 
was such an honor to have the cap-
tain and firemen of Sacramento Fire 
Department’s Station 11 meet us 
morning at JFK High School, roll-
ing up in their beautiful bright red 
fire engine. Their admin office even 
requested that they come in full uni-

form just for this event. Can you be-
lieve that? Wow!”

The Kennedy students are mem-
bers of a campus club, called JFK In-
teract, and the SCC students from a 
club called, SCC Rotoact. “We had 
a great time changing smoke detec-
tor batteries for residents of Green-
haven/Pocket, Freeport Manor, 
Hollywood Park and Florin/Mead-
owview,” continued Keiko.  

“The residents were so surprised 
that this service was available to them, 
and on top of that, at no expense to 
them, thanks to the generosity of the 
fire department and Energizer.  They 
were very appreciative.  It was so grat-
ifying, for as you know, a working 
smoke detector saves lives!”

“Our Rotoract and Interact vol-
unteers happily stepped up and 

worked well as a team.  It was es-
pecially rewarding working side by 
side with these bright young lead-
ers of tomorrow.  We are so very 
proud of them. Yes, this is what life 
is about!” Keiko said.

Sam Trumbly, JFK senior and vice 
president of Interact, said with his 
sub group, they were able to hit up 15 
houses, noting the club publicized the 
event around campus and Rotary did 

a lot of work to publicize and reach 
out to the community. 

In explaining how he felt about his 
time volunteering, he said, “I liked 
helping people. Just going into their 
houses and knowing that you could 
be potentially saving someone here – 
that’s what really mattered. He said 
Interact will be hosting a dodgeball 

People helping people: 

Rotary, Interact, Rotoact 
replaced smoke detector 
batteries for their neighbors

Photo courtesy
Students at John F. Kennedy High School and Sacramento Community College joined forces with 
the Pocket/Greenhaven Rotary and the Sacramento Fire Department Station 11 for a very special 
community service project on Saturday, April 5. They replaced smoke alarm batteries for about 20 of 
their neighbors. 

See Rotary, page 13
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Photos by moniCA STARK

Children filled their Easter baskets 
with candy-filled eggs on Saturday, 
April 12 at the District 7 spring egg 
hunt held at Garcia Bend Park. The 
Easter bunny made an appearance 
and volunteers offered face painting 
for the children.

Photos by LinDA PoHL and moniCA STARK

The Easter bunny also made an appearance at the Greenhaven Lutheran Church Easter egg hunt and car-
nival to a large crowd of children on Saturday, April 12. The event also featured a petting zoo.

Happy 
Easter!

Faces and Places
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Bonsai Sekiyu Kai 
held its 37th annual 
Bonsai Show
Photo by moniCA STARK
editor@valcomnews.com

The Sacramento Bonsai Club, a non-profit organization with 
the mission of promoting and introducing the art of Bonsai 
and Suiseki to the Sacramento community, held its 37th Annu-
al Bonsai Show on Saturday, April 5 and Sunday, April 6 at the 
Sacramento Betsuin Buddhist Church, 2401 Riverside Blvd. 
An array of bonsai varieties were shown as well as a transplant-
ing demonstration. According to its website, the Sacramento 
Bonsai Club, established in 1946, is the oldest club in the Unit-
ed States and is an active club with active members. The club 
has special guest instructors and “hands-on” workshops led by 
instructors or members at our monthly “second Monday eve-
ning” meetings. There are also scheduled Saturday transplant-
ing workshops held at Maruyama Nursery in Sacramento.

Got News?
e-mail editor@valcomnews.com

tournament at Kennedy to raise money for 
Polio Plus, a Rotary sponsored campaign that 
has helped save children around the world 
from the crippling effects of Polio. “I haven’t 
played in a real long time and  I’m hoping to 
get out there and bring home a win for In-
teract, but in the end, it isn’t about who wins 
or loses, it’s just to make money for polio re-
search,” Sam said.

Alex Chung, a senior at JFK, said it was nice 
to meet the people who wanted the smoke de-
tectors because they were grateful for them. 

“They clearly weren’t people our age, they 
were the older generation. They were real-
ly happy to see people our age doing some-
thing for the world and the community. They 
thought we were just apathetic teens but they 
were actually interested in what Rotary and 
Interact was.” He said his most rewarding ex-
perience yet with Interact has been his involve-
ment with My Sister’s House where we donat-
ed books. “It was nice to see people pick up 
books,” Alex said. 

Rotary:
Continued from page 8
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F o r  o v e r 
3 6  y e a r s

w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

1112 SILvERLAKE DRIvE •$309,000
ED DANIELS • 204-6702

7677 RIvER vILLAgE DRIvE • $309,000
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

528 vALIm WAy
This is a 10 - outstanding home like 
a model. Great curb appeal from the 
outside with brick entry to court-
yard-new landscaping, new lawn. 
Remodels include new fixtures, 
upgraded tub, lighting,whole house 
fan. $499,000  
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

1177 FAy CIRCLE
Fabulous SLP one story home on 1/3 
acre. Quiet cul de-sac location with 
nature area behind for total privacy. 
Perfect family home w/4 bdrms, 
separate fam and liv rooms. Home 
has newer roof, heat and air and 
windows.  $495,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494 

7614 KAvOORAS DRIvE
Very spacious and nicely appointed 
home in highly desireable, quiet 
neighborhood. Great backyard for 
spring and summer entertaining. 
Remodeled master suite with huge 
master bath and large walk-in closet. 
Vaulted ceilings. $340,000 
TAmmy NOvOA • 628-8530

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ Low inTRoducToRy coST
★ STaRT anyTime
★ LiVe cLaSSeS

Call: Ed Daniels •451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ monTHLy caSH FLow
★ TenanT ScReeninG
★ mainTenance

Call: brittany Naucke• 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

1147 FAy CIRCLE
many upgrades in this classic ranch 
property.Beautful back yard with 
pool, large trex deck, and pool/guest 
house with bath and kitchenette.  
$549,500
ATCHAN vAN PELT 813-5919

2373 CORK CIRCLE
Beautiful home in the charming 
neighborhood of Fuller Town by ex-
ecutive airport. 4 spacious bdrms, 
2.5 baths, family & living rooms 
w/double sided frplc. $259,000.
KATHERINE HOWES 548-3632

975 CObbLE SHORES DRIvE
Stunning custom home on the 
Lake! Very open floor plan that 
takes great advantage of the lake 
views. unique home and lot with 
views and privacy. $799,000 
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494 

S O L DS O L D

5609 SURF WAy
dreaming of a move-in, magazine 
showcase home? mid-century 3/2 
remodeled to perfection by current 
owner. Sophisticated, tasty, yet com-
fortable. Great room w great natural 
light, artful night lighting, perfect 
blond oak floors, fireplace. $379,000 
JAmES WALKER • 607-0519

PENDING PENDING

PENDING

PENDING

2014 Masters Club Annual Awards Luncheon
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transparency and accountabili-
ty in government. Sacramento 
partnered with a Silicon-based 
company, Junar, to provide the 
data in a one-stop format that 
allows visitors to view data as 
charts, in dashboards or in sort-
able spreadsheets.   Now avail-
able on the site are datasets for 
311 service requests, finance 
and budget, police department 
statistics, citywide contracts, 
building permit numbers, cen-
sus data, housing and educa-
tion statistics and much more.

To view our Open Data Por-
tal, visit: http://portal.cityof-
sacramento.org/opendata

FREE Catalytic Converter 
Etching

Join the Sacramento Police 
Department for the “Etch & 
Catch” free catalytic convert-
er etching event on Saturday, 
May 3 at A Auto in East Sac-
ramento. Reservations are re-
quired. To RSVP, go to http://

Open Data:
Continued from page 9

spdcommunityevents.event-
brite.com
Your suggestions needed to 
improve our 311 app

In an effort to improve the us-
ability and functionality of the 
Sac 311 App, the City of Sacra-
mento is conducting a research 
study to help us identify services 
and information that residents 
of the City  would like to have 
more readily available through 
their smartphones.  Please take 
a moment to complete the sur-
vey at the link below.  It should 
only take you two to three min-
utes to complete.

Take the survey now! Your 
input is very important to us!

Fix 50 – upcoming Construction 
on Highway 50 (“WX Freeway”) 
begins April 22

Caltrans announced that the 
Fix50 W/X Viaduct project on 
Highway 50 near downtown 
Sacramento will begin April 
22—two weeks earlier than 
originally planned—and reduce 
congestion by keeping more 
lanes open during construction. 

“We listened to hundreds of 
local community groups, pub-
lic officials and law enforcement 
and incorporated the commu-
nity’s best recommendations 
into this new plan for the Fix50 
project,” said Caltrans District 
3 Director Jody Jones. “Driv-
ers should still expect signifi-
cant congestion on Highway 50 
near downtown from April 22 
through June 25, but this new 
plan keeps more lanes open to 
traffic during construction.”

Rather than closing one side 
of the freeway at a time to do 
the work, at least two lanes on 
the construction side will stay 
open. All lanes in the opposite 
direction of the construction 
will stay open as well. This new 
plan increases the total number 
of open lanes during construc-
tion on Highway 50 from 5 to 
8 available lanes.  Ramp clo-
sures will also be reduced.

Eastbound construction will 
take place April 22 through 
May 21, with no work dur-
ing Memorial Day Weekend. 

Westbound construction will 
be May 27 through June 25.  

The Fix50 project website, 
www.fix50.com, will contin-
ue to provide daily updated in-
formation regarding construc-
tion and project status. Follow 
@Fix_50 on Twitter and on 
Facebook https://www.face-
book.com/Fix50WX

Thanks to u
One year following the start 

of collection of Measure U, 
police and fire, park mainte-
nance and other essential ser-
vices that were cut between 
2008 and 2013 are in place. 

The City estimates about 
$27 million in revenue per 
year is resulting from Measure 
U’s passage. The sales tax took 
effect April 1, 2013 and will 
expire on March 31, 2019.

For a complete list of servic-
es restored, please visit http://
portal.cityofsacramento.org/
City-Manager/Major-Proj-
ects/MeasureU 

Some highlights 
Parks and Recreation – 

$4.7 million per year               
•Edging, blowing, weeding and 

pruning – from once per 
month to twice per month 

•Irrigation repair response time 
from five days to two days with 
the additional irrigation techs.

•High use periods of April thru 
October – restroom cleaning, 
park site inspections and lit-
ter removal from once per day, 
seven days a week to twice per 
day, seven days a week.

•Seven sports programs and 
activities for kids, teens and 
seniors at six community 
centers are filling. Since re-
launching the classes in Janu-
ary, seven of 11 youth sports 
programs are at or near ca-
pacity. After school programs 
are greater than half filled. 

•Opened 11 pools and five 
wading pools last summer. 

Police – $11.8 million 
•From a low of 653 sworn offi-

cers in fiscal year 2012-13, the 
department now has 694. 

•Retained 60 police officers 
whose positions where pre-
viously funded by federal 
grants, which are expiring. 

•10 police officer positions have 
been filled with full-time career 
officers in Field & Operations. 

•Added a crime analyst and 
four forensic investigators 
and four dispatchers.

Fire – $8.5 million per year
•Three of the four rotating fire 

company brownouts have 
been restored. The last fire 
company will return to ser-
vice on or about May 15. 

•Additionally, Fire was able 
to maintain 27 grant-fund-
ed positions with Measure 
U. The positions would have 
been eliminated in Decem-
ber of 2013 without it.

•Restored a Senior Fire Preven-
tion Officer to provide more 
oversight and more business 
inspections with an associat-
ed higher level of revenue. 

Animal Care $85,000
•One Animal Control Officer 

was added. 

Sacramento Public Library 
$506,000
•Partially restored services

For a complete budget of Measure 
U budgeted expenditures, please 
visit page 15 in the budget over-
view of the FY2013/14 approved 
budget here. http://portal.cityof-
sacramento.org/Finance/Bud-
get/ApprovedBudget
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Candidates for Sacramento City Council District 
7 and California Assembly District 9 have confirmed 
their presence at the political forum at John F. Ken-
nedy High School, which is set for Monday, April 
28 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the large, 465-seat, 
state-of-the-art theater. Moderated by Sacramento 
City College communications instructor Jared An-
derson, and hosted by the Pocket News, Nextdoor 
Greenhaven, JFK High School, and Access Sacra-
mento, the event is an informational, community 
building political forum. It is not a debate. 

Students at Kennedy and City College have been 
invited to attend and ask questions – some instruc-
tors are offering students extra credit for attending, 
and volunteers from the League of Women Voters 
will have a table for voter registration. Candidates 
will be given two minutes to provide a biography be-
fore questions are asked. City council candidates will 
go first at 6:30 p.m. and assembly candidates will go 
second. We will also do a plug for Measure B.

If you have any questions you’d like me to save 
for the forum, email them to me at editor@valcom-
news.com. What follows is some information on 
Measure B and biographies along with top issues 
our candidates will be addressing at the forum. 

Vote YES on Measure B – For the 
Libraries
The following measure is approved for the June 3, 2014 
ballot. Measure B—Pertaining to a Parcel Tax for 
Core Library Services:

“Should library services for all City residents in-
cluding children, teens, adults and seniors, be pre-
served, including after-school reading programs, 
homework assistance, library operating hours, 24/7 
online access, programs for seniors, and other servic-
es, by enacting a new $12 per year single-family resi-
dential parcel tax for 12 years, and specified amounts 
for other uses, adjusted for inflation, that the State 
cannot take, with independent financial audits to en-
sure funds are spent only on City of Sacramento li-
braries?” No argument against was submitted.

The following is taken from www.bethereforlibraries.org: 
Measure B augments the existing city parcel tax by 
just one dollar per month and requires independent 
yearly audits to protect tax payers. Measure B re-
quires that all funds be spent exclusively for local li-
brary services within the City of Sacramento. 

measure B is needed to:
Keep three new libraries operating, provide for the 

increased demand for online services, ensure that all 
libraries stay open evenings and weekends so people 
can actually use our libraries, maintain the library’s 
after-school homework and reading programs for 
our school children and story time for preschoolers, 
provide quality books, library materials, and free 
children’s programs, protect library operating hours 
and 24/7 online access to library resources, preserve 
library services for seniors and families who are try-
ing to improve their lives, allow people who don’t 
have computers at home access to the internet, con-
tinue to make quality library materials, programs, 
and services available at all libraries. 

City Council District 7 candidates
JuLiuS CHERRY

Julius Cherry retired from the Sacramento Fire 
Department at the rank of Fire Chief in 2007 af-
ter more than 30 years of service. Prior to becom-
ing Chief, he held the ranks of firefighter, captain, 
battalion chief, assistant chief, and Deputy Chief 
of Support Services. Julius has also been a practic-
ing attorney for 22 years, handling a variety of civil 
matters. He is the CEO of The Cherry Consulting 
Group, which provides advisory services to fire pro-
tection organizations. 

Julius chairs the Community Advisory Board for 
Dignity Health (formerly Catholic Healthcare West). 
He is past chair and current board member of Good-
will Industries of Sacramento Valley and Northern 
California. In 2011, he chaired the Sacramento Re-
districting Citizens Advisory Committee, charged 
with advising the city government on reshaping the 
eight council districts after the 2010 census. From 
1994 to 2001, Julius served and chaired the Sacra-
mento County Project Planning Commission, assist-
ing the commission in making entitlement decisions. 
He is a past board member of the Sacramento Coun-
ty Fair Board as a governor appointee.

A veteran of the United States Air Force, Julius at-
tended night school to earn a Juris Doctorate from 
the University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of 
Law and a bachelor of science in public administra-
tion from California State University, Sacramento. 
Julius is married with three daughters, one son, and 
four grandchildren.  

´´´´´´´´´´´´

RiCK JEnninGS
Why I’m running for City Council? I love this 

district and this city, where I’ve lived and raised my 

family since 1986. I believe I have the skills, experi-
ence and drive to make this district and city the best 
they can be.

Running for this office is a natural progression of 
what I’ve done over the last 28 years in this com-
munity. In 1996, I was recruited by then-Mayor Joe 
Serna to run for the Sacramento Unified School 
Board and to restore the community’s trust in the 
school district. I was proud to serve our kids for 
12 years, focusing on rebuilding our neighborhood 
schools and improving student achievement. 

I have also been the Executive Director of the 
Center for Fathers and Families, a non-profit or-
ganization dedicated to strengthening families and 
building communities in Sacramento, for nearly 20 
years. The Center currently serves over 1,700 young 
people daily in before and after school programs 
and 400 adults with parenting classes and other 
comprehensive services. 

Through the years I have volunteered as a coach for 
youth sports, served on various boards and commis-
sions and been involved with many neighborhood 
groups. From the relationships I’ve developed, I am 
proud to be endorsed by neighborhood leaders like 
Supervisor Jimmie Yee, May O. Lee, Kathi Wind-
heim, Shane Singh, Lee Dumas, Willie Caston, Did-
ion Elementary School Principal Norm Policar, and 
the Sacramento Police Officers Association. 

It is my commitment to this community and its 
continued prosperity that has always been my im-
petus to be involved and I can think of no better 
manifestation of my experience than to serve on the 
City Council.

My Priorities in Office: A Strong Economy & 
Strong Neighborhoods

The City needs to improve its service delivery. From 
2007 to 2012, the City cut staff, reduced services, and 

Meet the candidates
Political forum at John F. Kennedy High School set for Monday, April 28

See Meet the candidates, page 20

Dance to the music of Lat-
in Touch and Mariachi Los 
Gallos at the annual Cinco de 
Mayo celebration at the Elks 
Lodge, No. 6, which is set for 

Friday, May 2 from 5 to 11 
p.m. Latin Touch performs 
from 8 to 11 p.m. and Ma-
riachi Los Gallos from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. Dinner will be 
served at 7 p.m. and includes: 
carnitas, rice, beans, salsa, 
chips, guacamole, sour cream, 
pico de gallo, with Mexi-
can ice cream bars for des-
sert (paletas). There will be a 
money raffle through out the 
evening, as well as jello and 
tequila shots. Dinner, mu-
sic, and fun for everyone! The 
cost is $22 per ticket. Tickets 
are available in the

Elk’s office. The Elks is lo-
cated at 6446 Riverside Blvd. 
Call 422-6666 for more in-
formation, or visit:

http://www.elks6.com/im-
ages/ep.pdf

Sacramento Elks Lodge No. 
6 annual Cinco de Mayo 
celebration set for Friday, May 2

Art by Ryan Wunn
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laid off Police Officers to deal with continued budget 
deficits. This has hurt our neighborhoods.

As our economy recovers and more resources 
are available, we must restore city services to their 
pre-2007 levels and ensure that revenues generat-
ed from Downtown revitalization are returned for 
neighborhood services.

Specifically i will:
Promote public safety by fully staffing police, in-

creasing neighborhood patrols, and supporting and 
re-establishing initiatives like Cops and Clergy and 
the Gang Task Force;

Expand neighborhood watch programs and make 
sure every neighborhood has the support it needs to 
keep our streets safe;

Encourage small business expansion and job cre-
ation by creating local business incubators and en-
suring that Delta Shores is built responsibly with 
jobs for our community and opportunities for small 
businesses;

Partner with schools and libraries to expand com-
munity programs through grants, partnerships and 
private sector fundraising to provide new opportu-
nities for youth and seniors.

´´´´´´´´´´´´

ABE SnoBAR
I have been a longtime resident of Sacramento 

and spent all of my formative years being raised 
in, and by, District 7. As a youth I attended Sam 
Brannan Middle School in the Pocket Area and 
later graduated from Valley High School in the 
Valley Hi area. From Valley High, I went on to 
earn my bachelor’s degree in kinesiology from 
California State University, Sacramento. In short, 
I truly am a “Sacramentan.”

I spent my early professional career as a Special 
Education teacher and a high school and college 
football coach. As an employee of the Elk Grove 
Unified School District for 14 years, I was involved 
with the district’s success in raising the API scores 
from the mid-500s to 744, where they sit current-
ly. My passion for teaching is paralleled with my 
passion for leading. Today, I am part of the Delta 
Ducks Minor League football team as an assistant 
coach, a voice in the Entertainment Sports Com-
plex, and I am a member of the Sacramento Metro 
Chamber as a small business entrepreneur.

My passion for leading, listening, and learning 
comes second only to raising my two lovely daugh-
ters, Sophie and Ella. Vote for Abe.

´´´´´´´´´´´´

CA Assembly District 9 candidates
Jim CooPER

Jim Cooper has served his community for more 
than 29 years – as a highly decorated law enforce-
ment officer, a mayor, a city councilmember, and 
volunteer working with at-risk youth. 

Cooper is currently a captain in the Sacramento 
County Sheriff ’s Department, where he commands 

the Court Security Division. As a former command-
er of the Sacramento Valley High Tech Crimes Task 
Force, focusing on apprehension of child predators 
and identity thieves, he oversaw dramatic increases 
in prosecution and arrests of child predators. 

His law enforcement career includes nine years 
working undercover to fight gang violence and 
drug trafficking. He has earned numerous awards, 
including the Bronze Star Bravery for heroic ac-
tions during the 1991 “Good Guys” hostage cri-
sis. He also served two years as the Sheriff ’s De-
partment’s spokesperson.

Cooper is a lifetime member of the California 
Narcotics Officers Association and is well-regard-
ed for his youth drug prevention teaching curricu-
lum, to teach students about the dangers of narcot-
ics and educate parents about the warning signs of 
drug use. He has also taught Criminal Justice at lo-
cal community colleges and universities. 

Cooper has spent the past 13 years serving the 
people of Elk Grove, as the city’s first mayor, with 
a total of two terms as mayor and four terms on 
the city council. 

As the city’s first mayor, Cooper helped establish 
the governing values of fiscal responsibility, trans-
parency, accessibility and regional partnership that 
the city still tries to live by. The fiscal foundation 
laid by his administration as mayor was critical to 
achieving 10 consecutive balanced budgets, build-
ing a healthy reserve, and avoiding the police layoffs 
that have plagued neighboring communities. 

Cooper also worked to make Elk Grove one of 
the region’s greenest cities, and has prioritized bal-
ancing growth and preserving the community’s 
quality of life by tackling issues like traffic, hous-
ing, and job creation. 

At the same time, he was critical in setting up 
the city’s first gang/narcotics unit and a local 9-11 
Communications Center, and put more police offi-
cers on the street. 

Cooper has had a lifelong passion for communi-
ty service and young people, and has served on the 
boards of the Boys & Girls Club, Big Brothers & 
Big Sisters, WIND Youth Services, and the Sacra-
mento Children’s Receiving Home. 

Cooper grew up in Sacramento, is a graduate of 
the West Point Leadership Academy and FBI Na-
tional Academy and earned a Master’s degree in Or-
ganizational Leadership from St. Mary’s College. 

´´´´´´´´´´´´

DARRELL FonG
Darrell Fong was born and raised in Sacramento, 

California and has lived in the Pocket Greenhaven 
area for nearly 30 years.  Darrell attended C.K. Mc-
Clatchy High School, Sacramento City College, 
and Sacramento State University.  

Darrell was elected to the Sacramento City Coun-
cil, representing the 7th District, in 2010.   Darrell 
has been a vocal advocate on finding a comprehen-
sive statewide water policy and opposing the delta 
tunnels, creating jobs through economic develop-
ment, and keeping neighborhoods safe in the City 
of Sacramento.  Darrell started a community dis-
cussion to begin connecting the Sacramento River 
Parkway to the 119-mile American River Parkway.  
A strong supporter of working families, Darrell has 
provided representation to previously underserved 

communities in the district, providing after-school 
sports programs for kids.  

Darrell, retired in 2009 from the Sacramento Po-
lice Department.  Where he worked his way up the 
ranks, retiring as a captain.  Darrell held various po-
sitions in the police department including, gang de-
tective, patrol sergeant, narcotics and vice sergeant, 
Internal Affairs sergeant, lieutenant, Watch Com-
mander, Metro Executive Lieutenant, Special Ops 
lieutenant (K-9, SWAT, EOD).  As captain, Darrell 
served as Captain of the Special Investigations De-
tail, which includes the gang and narcotics units.  

Darrell’s focus on alternative policing meth-
ods with kids began while he was supervising the 
School Resources Officers that provide security 
for the Sacramento City Unified School District 
(SCUSD) and Natomas School District.  He no-
ticed that if kids were given alternatives options 
and positive direction, they performed better in 
school and stayed out of trouble.  Darrell was the 
first officer from the Sacramento Police Depart-
ment to attend and graduate from the Los Angeles 
Police Department West Point Leadership Pro-
gram.  Darrell has been recognized with resolu-
tions from the California State Senate and Assem-
bly for his work on investigating and suppressing 
Asian gangs in Sacramento.   

A firm believer in community engagement leading 
to positive outcomes, Darrell has worked to organize 
monthly community food truck events, which have 
engaged thousands of constituents.  An advocate for 
Sacramento’s food culture, he worked with members 
of the Sacramento food community to proclaim Sac-
ramento America’s Farm to Fork Capital. 

In addition to his distinguished service to the 
community as a Council Member and police cap-
tain, Darrell has spent innumerable personal house 
supporting organizations including the Council of 
Asian Pacific Islanders Together for Advocacy and 
Leadership (CAPITAL), My Sister’s House Do-
mestic Violence Shelter, Sacramento District At-
torney Citizen Academy, and the Organization of 
Chinese Americans.  

Darrell is married to his wife Joy, who works for 
the State of California, and has three children that 
have attended local schools.  Darrell’s twin brother, 
Derrick, is a prominent local restaurateur. 

As a candidate for Assembly, I committed my-
self to expand college opportunity by stopping tu-
ition increases. I committed myself to protecting 
the Delta and the water supplies farmers in our re-
gion need. I remain clear on my commitment to 
closing tax loopholes that result in misery for those 
who rely on public services and harsh cuts to the 
public servants who provide those services.

´´´´´´´´´´´´

Tim GoRSuLoWSKY 
Tim Gorsulowsky was raised in Shreveport, Lou-

isiana where he learned, and continues to live with, 
the highest level of moral character.  While in Lou-
isiana, Tim graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
Business from East Texas Baptist University with 
continuing education in the MBA program.

In 1987, after graduating from college, Tim 
moved to California to assist his brother with 

organizing a new dermatology surgical prac-
tice. While in California, the opportunity arose 
to open a security services company in San Jose. 
This company started in 1994 ultimately expand-
ed into a 165-employee operation with more than 
$4 million in annual revenue.

Tim’s philosophy offered in the business sec-
tor was to always treat the employees with high 
regard, while continually giving the client per-
sonal attention to detail.  It was unusual to 
maintain an employee and contract base for an 
extended five to 10 years,  but Tim’s philoso-
phy and business technique proved this longevi-
ty could actually be accomplished.

Tim moved to the City of Saratoga, California in 
1997 until transitioning to the beautiful City of Elk 
Grove in 2012.

If entrusted with your vote, Tim will provide a 
sincere effort to address all issues and concerns, re-
gardless of political party, within the district.

He said, “political party agendas are not my con-
cerns, but the issues and needs of the people I rep-
resent are my number one priority.  It is my duty 
to handle these matters with a fair and honest ap-
proach, and work diligently for the betterment of all 
citizens within California.”

Tim’s primary goal is to exceed your expectations 
during the term by increasing the current socio-
economic status in California.  This will be accom-
plished by offering a five- and 10-year tax incentive 
plans to major companies that will successfully pro-
mote new business in California. The reduced busi-
ness tax revenue will be offset by the revenue re-
ceived from employment taxes.

Education is a major concern in District 9 
that must be addressed by the Legislature. Pro-
moting the longevity of our educators will be 
accomplished with improving the level of com-
pensation. The plan will require a third party 
auditing of California school district budgets 
that will focus on reducing unnecessary expens-
es, then apportion the funds as a designated in-
crease to our educators.

Many Californians have noticed the increase in 
DMV fee structure over the last few years. The 
programs offered by DMV should continue to be 
automated. This process will be promoted under 
Tim’s plan for the purpose of reducing the fees 
charged to residents.

´´´´´´´´´´´´

mAnuEL mARTin
My name is Manuel Martin and I am running 

for the 9th State Assembly district because I want 
Californians to prosper.  For too long we have been 
voting for the same politicians to go to Sacramen-
to. Year after year the people of California feel as 
though nothing changes. The truth is the difference 
between California’s 8 percent unemployment rate 
and North Dakota’s 2.6 percent unemployment rate 
is not Washington DC, it’s Sacramento.

I decided to run for office because I’m tired of the 
same old politicians who get elected just to make 
friends and cozy up to the lobbyists.  While the pol-
iticians are in Sacramento networking and dining 

with special interest lobbyists, it’s the people who 
suffer. The people of the 9th district deserve a hard 
working representative.

That’s why I pledge to my constituents, when 
elected I will have monthly town hall meetings 
to meet as many people as possible. It’s time we 
elect representatives who actually want to meet 
the people and find out what the people need. 
Your representative should be meeting you, not 
the lobbyists.

Each Assembly representative receives an annu-
al allowance worth about $30,000 on top of their 
annual salary. Since I live locally, I don’t need the 
allowance. I am going to use it to help students 
achieve a quality education by using my allow-
ance for college scholarships. Education is very sa-
cred to me, and I want to help as many kids pros-
per as possible. Education is the cornerstone of 
the American way of life; I will fight to preserve 
equal opportunity to a quality education for all 
students. That’s why I am offended by SCA-5, a 
bill presented by the Democrats in the State Sen-
ate which would have allowed California universi-
ties to deny students admittance based of the col-
or of their skin.  My friends, we should never judge 
someone according to the color of their skin, yet 
Democrat Senators wanted to legalize discrimina-
tion.  It’s horrendous to think we have elected rep-
resentatives who are living in the Jim Crow era and 
legislating racial discrimination.

I decided to run for office to preserve the Amer-
ican dream that my family immigrated to the 
United States for.  I am a first generation Amer-
ican whose family came here from the Azores 
Islands. Like many first generation Americans, 
English was not my first language I was raised 
speaking Portuguese. I grew up on my grandfa-
ther’s dairy farm and started working at the age 
of 12. I started a jelly company when I was 19 
and was in about 15 stores with my product. I 
shut down the company to go back to school. I 
earned an A.S. degree in Business Management 
from Delta College. I was going to further my ed-
ucation with a degree in economics when I got 
hired by Hewlett Packard.

“Let us not seek the Republican answer or the 
Democratic answer, but the right answer,” as John 
F. Kennedy once said. I’m here to be your represen-
tative not your politician. Feel free to call me 572-
9241, or email manuelmartin2014@gmail.com. 
www.manuelforassembly.com

´´´´´´´´´´´´

DiAnA RoDRiGuEz-SuRuKi
Diana Rodriguez-Suruki has a long record of 

proven leadership at all levels of government. 
She has served as a manager for both county and 
state government. In 2008 she was overwhelm-
ingly elected to serve as a Trustee for the Sac-
ramento City Unified School District with over 
66% of the vote.

Diana has been a leading advocate against harm-
ful school closures. She has fought for transpar-
ency, accountability and proper spending of the 
school district’s $480 million budget. While serv-
ing as president of the school board, she uncov-
ered wasteful spending and worked to redirect 
those funds into the classroom. She has advo-

cated for the best teachers in our classrooms and 
closing the achievement gap.

Diana also has a long record of community ser-
vice including serving in the following capacities:
• Distinguished member of State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson’s Transition 
Advisory Team

• Past Board Member and Secretary for the nation-
wide Parent/Teacher Home Visit Program

• Chair, Sacramento 2010 US Census Latino Com-
plete Count Committee

• Delegate Assembly Member, California School 
Boards Association (CSBA)
Diana has also participated in the White House 

Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispan-
ics, President Obama’s White House Hispanic 
Policy Summit, and as a guest commentator on 
National Public Radio. She is a long-time pub-
lic servant with a combined 15 years of work ex-
perience in the public sector. She has worked in 
all branches of local government – school, city, 
county and state.

In her experience, Diana has adopted spending 
priorities and managed county budgets. She has 
provided oversight and direction for various proj-
ects including multi-million dollar health care ser-
vice contracts and computerized system upgrades. 
She has analyzed and built state department bud-
gets and has experience identifying potential bud-
get misappropriations. She has also analyzed and 
researched collective bargaining agreements that 
ensure public workers are fairly compensated and 
taxpayers’ money is spent responsibly.

Diana completed the National Economic Policy 
Institute from the Kellogg School of Management 
at Northwestern University and has a degree in fi-
nance from DeVry University. She lives in Sacra-
mento and has three daughters – Ezra, Taja, and 
Alana. She enjoys cheering for her two youngest 
daughters at their weekend swim meets where they 
compete for the Parkway Dolphins swim team.

Three main issues she’ll be focusing on:
1) Strengthening Public Education
2) Improving government efficiency and account-

ability
3) Cracking down on the influence of big money 

and special interest groups in politics

Meet the candidates:
Continued from page 19

See District 9, page 21

District 9:
Continued from page 20

Bring your 
questions 

JFK High School’s large theater
Monday, April 28 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Sponsored by the Pocket News, Nextdoor 
Greenhaven, JFK, and Access Sacramento 
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Painting

tree servicePlumbing

MIDTOWN
PLUMBING

Licensed
Plumbing Contractor
Since 1973

Reasonable Residential Work • Repairs  •  Re-Pipes
Sewers • Water Heaters  •  Drains  •  Disposals Etc.

CSL # 284755 • Fully Bonded & Insured • Accepts all major credit cards
916-393-2109 Cell 275-8236

BAXTER TILE
EXPERT INSTALLATION
REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic • Marble • Granite
Floors • Counters • Walls

33 Years Experience • FREE Estimates

916-213-4669
License #668100

tile WOrK

tree service

Painting

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

Full service Plumbing

Plumbing

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

gary’s Painting
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

mcclatchy ‘67

“member bbb”

Painting your ad should be here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

nOW is tHe PerFect time FOr
HOme imPrOvements

 call melissa at (916) 429-9901!

GardeninG
GardeninG
Fuji Gardening Service–Monthly service-basic or 
complete care. 1 time clean up. Sprinkler repair. 
Medium Tree service or bonsai shaping. Please 
call Kousei (916) 921-5992 or leave message. 20 
years experience. 

handyman
handyman SerViCeS
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheet rock ,P las ter,  S tucco,  Repai rs  and 
Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call 
Steven at 230-2114.

adVertiSe  your rentaLS

Call 429-9901Sell your car
in the classifieds!

harWood FLoorinG
hardWood FLoorinG
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring. Or repair and 
refurbish your existing flooring. Call Michael at  (916) 
383-8742. References available/Lic#544159

#1 BOOKKEEPER
31 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Me-
chanics, Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, 
Doctors, Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, 
Martial Arts, Barber, Construction, Whole-
sale, Investment Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, 
Sm Business. We are experts in General 
Ledger, Payroll, Profit & Loss & Quarterlies. 
Call for yr specialized appt. Same low 1990 
rates. Ask for Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, 
Nevada (775) 410-3422. www.taxirene.info
taxireneinfo@gmail.com

bookkeepinG

Advertise in California Kids! 
Serving Greater Sacramento 

For more information, 
call Jen

at (916) 429-9901
Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

A monthly publicationfull of activities, mazes, 
word search, party ideas, travel, book reports, 

and a lot  more! 

Sell your furniture
in the classifieds

call Melissa at 429-9901

SprinG CLean-up SpeCiaLS
rain Gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, 
pressure washing/power spray, hauling, yard work,  
painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-up, fence re-
pairs, light tree trimming, & more. Ref avail. Call Les 
at 838-1247.  Specials for seniors. Licensed.

heLp Wanted
door to door deLiVery
Openings for individuals to deliver community 
newspapers door-to-door in Sacramento neighbor-
hoods every week. Must have a car. Call George 
(Tues & Wed only)  at (916) 429-9901 for more 
information.

pet portraitS
oriGinaL pet portraitS
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

Check out the
Home Improvement Guide 

 in the Pocket News.
Call Melissa at 429-9901 

for ad rates.

tax preparer
#1 tax preparer
31 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax 
returns including Corp & Partnerships. We 
prepare expertly all past tax returns includ-
ing all State returns. Get the most deductions 
allowed to you by law. CTEC Registered & 
Bonded. Please call for yr appt. today. Irene 
Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-
3422. Same low 1990 rates. www.taxirene.info
taxireneinfo@gmail.com

ADDITION SPECIALIST

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

BUILDERS CONTRACTOR

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HAULING/SPRINKLER REPAIR
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 17 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

SPRING CLEAN-UP 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HANDYMAN

PRIME QUALITY MAINTENANCE

(916) 417-4231 

CLEANING

Call Jesse       

•WINDOW CLEANING (inside/out/screens washed)
• Pressure Washing (house ext/walkways/all concrete areas)

• Rain Gutter Cleaning 
• Hard Water Stain Removal
• Landscape Maintenance

 Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

LANDSCAPE
HANDYMAN

• SHUB REMOVAL
• TREE ROOTS

• DE-THATCHING/LAWN MULCHING

FREE ESTIMATES
612-3601

LANDSCAPE HANDYMAN

FIREPLACES & STOVES

LANDSCAPING
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“The Story of Noah’s Ark”

Crockett-Deane Ballet & Deane 
Dance Center present...

Saturday, May 17th at 7 p.m.
Sunday, May 18th at 2 p.m.

The Center @ 2300 Sierra Boulevard, 
Sacramento 95825

Adults $15, Seniors/Students $12, Kids $10
Tickets – at the door or (916) 453-0226

DeaneDanceCenter.com

The event will be held at a private residence. For more information contact: 
Janis (Chapman) LaBella (916) 704-9464 or janis.labella@att.net

Dennis Baer (916) 393-7839 or dbaer1@pacbell.com

50 - YEAR REUNION
FOR THE CLASS OF 1964  – FROM LUTHER BURBANK

September 20, 2014
2 to 7 p.m.

$35.00 includes catered food/beverages/music
Casual Attire

CALL AND PLACE 
YOUR 

EVENT TODAY!
(916) 429-9901

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

OngOing

AARP tax aide seeks volunteers 
for 2014
The nation’s largest free, volunteer-run 
tax assistance and preparation service 
is seeking volunteers for tax assistance/
preparation and leadership coordinators.  
Volunteers of all ages and backgrounds 
are welcome.  Each year from Feb. 1 
through April 15, AARP Tax-Aide vol-
unteers prepare federal, state, and local 
tax returns for low and middle income 

taxpayers, with special attention to those 
age 60 and older.  Volunteers are espe-
cially needed to assist with electronic fil-
ing of tax returns.  You do not need to be 
an AARP member or retiree to volun-
teer. For more information on how you 
can join the AARP Tax-Aide team in 
Northern California, contact Ron Byrd 
at NoCalTaxAide@Outlook.com or visit 
website at;  www.aarp.org/taxaide’
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mahogany Urban Poetry Series 
- Queen Sheba - poetry readings
Each Wednesday from 8-11 p.m. at Queen 
Sheba in Sacramento, local talent makes it 
way to the restaurant for weekly open-mic 
events. $3-$5. 1704 Broadway. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Brain Gymnasium
Exercise your mind and have some fun at 
this on-going Brain Gymnasium class! In-
viting all seniors to Eskaton Monroe Lodge, 
3225 Freeport Boulevard, 9:20 a.m. Thurs-
days. $6 per class. Call 441-1015 for more 
information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Women with Good Spirits 
monthly meeting
Women With Good Spirits is a networking 
group that engages women in the Sacramen-
to community with non-profit organiza-
tions that make contributions to our qual-
ity of life and care for our fellow residents. 
Each month, Women With Good Spirits 
invites a community non-profit to present 
on its mission work. The meeting is held at 
Revolution Wines on the second Tuesday of 
each month and starts at 6:30 p.m. The pre-
senter will start their presentation prompt-
ly at 7:15 p.m. and will last 15-20 minutes 
with an open question and answer forum af-
ter. RSVP is appreciated as well as a $5+ 

donation per person that will go directly to 
the non-profit presenting that month. Rev-
olution Wines is located at 2831 S St. Vis-
it www.womenwithgoodspirits.com or find 
the group on Facebook. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Davis Art Center invites teen 
girls to write and publish
The Davis Art Center is offering a six-week 
creative writing class for girls ages 13-18 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Tuesdays starting February 
11. The class will offer a positive, support-
ive space for girls who love reading and writ-
ing and are interested in discovering and de-
veloping their individual voices. Participants 
will use short stories by a diverse range of 
contemporary women writers as jumping off 
points for their own writing sessions. Each 
student will pick her best writing to include 
in a class-produced literary magazine. The 
class will be taught by Elise Winn Pollard, 
who earned her M.A. in creative writing 
from UC Davis. The fee is $95 for Art Cen-
ter members and $105 for the general pub-
lic. To enroll, stop by the Art Center at 1919 
F. St., call (530) 756-4100 or register online 
at www.davisartcenter.org. Students must be 
registered at least two weeks before the first 
class session.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Gentle Qi Gong
Learn powerful relaxation techniques reduce 
stress, reduce physical pain and emotional suf-
fering, lower blood pressure, increase immune 
response and improve balance.  Inviting all se-
niors to Eskaton Monroe Lodge, 3225 Freeport 
Boulevard, 3 to 4 p.m., Wednesdays.  $7 per 
class.  Call 441-1015 for more information.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

California Youth Basketball 
League taking applications
CYBL is a non-profit year round league for 
ages 4 through 18 that prides itself on be-
ing well organized that aims to develop bas-
ketball skills, sportsmanship and self-esteem 
through coaches, gym official and organizers. 
Visit www.cybhoops.com or call 391-3900. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Kiwanis Club of East 
Sacramento-Midtown
Visitors Welcome, weekly breakfast meeting on 
Fridays at 7 a.m. Topical weekly speakers and 
‘first meal for visitors on us’.  Meet at The Ki-
wanis Family House,  (at UCD Med Ctr/ 50th 
St & Broadway) 2875 50th Street Sacramento, 
CA 95817.  www.eastsacmidtownkiwanis.com. 
Meeting/Membership info: 916-761-0984, vol-
unteers always welcome!
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Attn. students: Submit now for 
water efficiency video contest 
High school students can win cash priz-
es and the chance to view their video on the 
Raley Field Jumbotron by entering the 2014 
Water Spots Video Contest.  The contest, 
sponsored by the Regional Water Author-
ity (RWA) and the Sacramento Bee Me-
dia in Education (MIE) program, challeng-
es teens to create compelling and original 
25-second Public Service Announcement 
(PSA) videos on a select water efficiency 
topic. The 2014 water efficiency theme is: 
Don’t be a gutter flooder: Prevent overspray 
and runoff. Judging will be based on creativ-
ity, entertainment value, accuracy, original-
ity and incorporation of the water efficien-
cy topic. Finalist videos will be displayed on 
the Raley Field Jumbotron screen and win-
ners announced at a Sacramento River Cats 
game in April 2014. Winning students and 
their teachers will also get cash prizes. The 
grand prize winner’s spot may become part 
of RWA’s 2014 television ad campaign. Sub-
missions due Feb. 28. Visit www.BeWaterS-
mart.info  for more information and tips 
on using water more efficiently and to sub-
mit entries or get more information about 
contest rules, judging and prizes, visit www.
sacbee.com/water-spots 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Sacramento Capitolaires 
meeting
A men’s Barbershop Harmony group, 
meets every Tuesday night at 7 p.m. at Pil-
grim Hall (Sierra Arden United Church of 
Christ), 890 Morse Ave., Sacramento.  Info: 
www.capitolaires.org, call 888-0877-9806, 
or email info@capitolaires.org 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Artisan holds Food Drive
Artisan Salon is participating in the Spirit of 
Giving Food Drive. Over the last 17 years, 
the Spirit of Giving (SOG) drive has helped 
Sacramento Food Bank collect and distribute 
over 4.6 million pounds of canned and non-
perishable food items for local families in 
need. Help support families in need by par-
ticipating in this year’s drive! Artisan Salon is 
located at 3198 Riverside Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimist International of 
Sacramento South meetings
A service organization dedicated to insure the 
status of women and girls, the group meets 
at Aviator’s Restaurant, 6151 Freeport Blvd. 
for lunch and to discuss the day’s topic. Meets 
the second and fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 12:15 p.m. The meetings discuss our fund 
raising Projects and Community Service, often 
with speakers from our community.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

April 
Rotary Club of Pocket 
Greenhaven’s annual Spaghetti 
Feed Fundraiser
April 19: The annual spaghetti feed fundrais-
er will be held at Aviator’s Restaurant at Exec-
utive Airport, starting at 6 p.m. with a no host 
bar and a 7 p.m. dinner; $20 per person for 
dinner. Music and Dancing courtesy of DJ Ra-
zor and Egroup. Raffle prizes and more! 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Elks Lodge No. 6 parking lot sale
April 19: Parking lot sale. $15. 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 6446 Riverside Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael egg hunt and 
pancake breakfast
April 19: Egg hunt starts at 10 a.m. sharp. 
Arrive 30 minutes early and bring your 
own basket. Age groups divided by 2 and 
younger, ages 3-4, 5-6, and 7-8. Pancake 
breakfast goes from 7 to 11 a.m. Adults 
are $5 and children 12 and younger are 
$3. Vendors, arts and crafts, the Easter 
Bunny, children’s activities, golden eggs 

and more. Call 485-5322 or visit www.
carmichaelpark.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Spring Eggstravaganza at 
Fairytale Town
April 19, 20: Egg hunts, prizes, spring-themed 
arts and crafts, and Peter Cottontail. Egg Hunts 
at noon, 1 p.m., and 2 p.m., separated by age 
groups from 0 to 12 years. The Puppet Art 
Theater will perform Bunny Boot Camp. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Doggie egg hunt
April 20: Egg hunt, agility fun, games and 
prizes abound for dogs at Carmichael Park 
Vets Hall Lawn from noon to 1 p.m. Call 
485-5322 or visit www.carmichaelpark.com. 
Fee is $7 per dog. Pay at the event. Spon-
sored by Happy Dogs Training and Agility.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Eastbound Hwy 50 lane closure begin 
April 22: Expect heavy traffic delays 
throughout region as part of Fix 50 Project.   
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Race for the STARS
April 27: For details, visit www.raceforth-
estars.com, is a fun family event that rais-
es money for SJUSD schools. This year, the 
5K run/walk and kids race event will take 
place on Sunday, April 27th at Rio America-
no High School. The kids races take place at 
8 a.m. and the 5K run/walk will take place at 
8:30 a.m. The family festival with food and 
drink, music and activities for the entire fam-
ily will follow the race.  Adults are $30, Stu-
dents are $15, and kids under 12 are $10. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Garage Sale benefiting nonprofit 
daycare, Forever Young
April 26: Large multi-family sale featuring 
items from pre-school closure. From 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m., small furniture, clothes, sporting goods, 
books, toys, office equipment, tools, camping 
gear, seasonal and holiday decorations will all be 
out in the play yard, 1209 P St., Sacramento.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Community Concert 
Association performance
April 27: SCCA presents talented, young, 
local classical chamber musicians and The 
Mondavi Center/SF JAZZ High School All 
Stars at 3 p.m. at Westminst er Presbyteri-
an, 1300 N St. Coordinated by Susan Lamb 

Cook, these seven gifted students will play 
great works from the chamber music reper-
toire. Directed by Mike McMullen, the Mon-
davi Center/SFJAZZ High School All Stars 
are an elite high-school-age jazz performance 
ensemble selected by audition. As the pre-
mier jazz group for Mondavi Arts education-
al outreach, they perform an eclectic reper-
toire drawn from the giants of the jazz legacy, 
and original material composed and ar-
ranged by group members. In addition to the 
core ensemble, this concert will feature oth-
er notable young talent from the area. Reg-
ular subscription: $90, Group discount (8 
or more people): $75, Students subscrip-
tion: $45, Single Ticket: $25. For more in-
formation, contact Sacramento Community 
Concert Association www.sccaconcerts.org; 
info@scc.aconcerts.org; 400-4634
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pocket News, Nextdoor Greenhaven, 
JFK HS to host political forum
April 28: Meet the candidates for city coun-
cil district 7 and assembly district 9 at this 
community event, moderated by Sacramen-
to City College instructor Jared Anderson. 
Candidates will have the opportunity to pro-
vide their bios and you, dear reader, are wel-
come to ask questions afterward. 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. in the large theater at John F. Kennedy 
High School,  6715 Gloria Dr, Sacramento. 
For more information, call Monica 429-9901. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

SCUSD workshops help parents 
understand new online tests
April 29: Students across California are 
getting ready to participate in a trial run 
of the state’s new online assessment pro-
gram which will eventually replace paper-
and-pencil testing. The new Smarter Bal-
anced Assessments will be field tested in 
SCUSD schools beginning April 7. To help 
parents learn about the new tests, SCUSD 
is sponsoring a series of parent workshops 
that focus on the assessments and the learn-
ing standards to which they are tied. Work-
shops are scheduled for 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, April 29 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at 
Nicholas Elementary, Will C. Wood Mid-
dle School, Hiram Johnson Middle School, 
Matsuyama Elementary, California Middle 
School and Lut her Burbank High School. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Cook Realty to host free shred day on Saturday
Protect yourself from identity theft. Destroy these items: 

bank statements, billing and credit information, tax re-
turns, any confidential material. No appointment neces-
sary at this free shred event on Saturday, April 19 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Cook Realty is located at 4305 Freeport 
Blvd., Sacramento. Optional check or cash contribution 
can be sent to Cook Realty Charitable Foundation, Inc. 
For details call, Ed Daniels, 204-6702. 
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Say goodbye to 
springtime misery!
At Sutter Express Care we can help you get 
relief from allergies, sinus infections and more. 
Don’t suffer. Visit us today. No appointment or 
insurance needed.

Mon. – Fri.  9 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Sat. – Sun.  10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sutter Express Care is open 
7 days a week inside Rite Aid at:
Natomas
2751 Del Paso Rd.

Greenhaven 
980 Florin Rd.

Roseville
4004 Foothills Blvd.

1-800-972-5547

sutterexpresscare.com

The Arbëresh of Sacramento was formed in 
the 1990 to promote, study and preserve the 
Arbëresh culture and heritage. The purpose of 
the organization is to provide a social organi-
zation for the Arbëresh-American immigrants 
and their descendants from the provinces of 
the region of Sicily and Italy, who reside in 
United States.

The club will hold a genealogy luncheon on 
Saturday, May 3 at the Dante Club, 2330 Fair 
Oaks Blvd. The cost is $25 per person. Reg-
istration starts at 11:30 a.m. and will be fol-
lowed by a buffet lunch at noon and a work-
shop after the meal.

The workshop will emphasize Arbëresh gene-
alogy and culture, including general genealogy. It 
will ask the questions: Who were my ancestors? 

Who am I related to? So, come and finding your 
family roots, as Arbëresh genealogy experts Josie 
Plescia Vaughn, Leita Spoto, and Joni Saunders 
will be there to help you explore Arbëresh gene-
alogy and more. It should be a fun and interest-
ing time for all – the public is welcome!The cut-
off RSVP date is April 24.  Mail-in payments 
must be received by April 24. 

To attend the Arbëresh genealogy lun-
cheon, pay with your credit card via PayPal 
at arbereshofsacramento.org or mail in your 
checks payable to Arbëresh of Sacramento to: 
Arbëresh of Sacramento, P.O. Box 161858, 
Sacramento, 95816. Include the names of the 
people attending. Questions? Email info@ar-
bereshofsacramento.org or call  club president 
Jim Relles at 441-1478.

Arbëresh of Sacramento to present Arbëresh genealogy luncheon

Got News?
e-mail editor@valcomnews.com
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Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

SOUTH LAND PARK HILLS
Fabulous brick home in a wonder ful SLP Hills location! 
Quality built 3 bedroom 2½ bath home with spacious 
living room, cur ved family room fireplace, covered 
pat io, inside laundr y room and big 2-car garage! 
$399,500 

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

S LAND PARK HILLS AT ITS BEST
Amazing renovation features 3 bedrooms 2½ baths with 
open concept living! Fantastic kitchen and baths boast 
quar tz and custom cabinetry. Kitchen and living and dining 
combo connects to the yard through a beautiful wall of 
glass! $488,900 

JAMIE RICH 612-4000

CUTE SLP CONDO
Lower level 2 bedroom 2 bath cutie; spacious and open. Walk-
in closet in the master bedroom, detached 1-car garage with 
opener. Pool and spa with clubhouse. Lush landscaping. Great 
value. Private patio. Inside laundry closet. Convenient location 
close to shopping, restaurants, library. $124,000

LISA MCCAULEY 601-5474

EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTY
The “Didion House” in Poverty Ridge! 4 bedrooms 2 full baths 
and 2 half baths with 3rd floor media room that features state-
of-the art equipment.  Turn of the century woodwork and detail-
ing; new kitchen and full basement. Beautifully updated while 
reserving the home’s original quality and style! $1,495,000

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

GREENBELT CLOSE
Beautiful property was builder's own custom home.  3 bedroom 
2½ baths with professionally landscaped front yard, Pergo 
floors, remodeled kitchen and half bath. There is also remod-
eled laundry play structure, dual pane windows and custom 
curtains and blinds. $359,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

WONDERFUL HALFPLEX
Original owner has kept this home immaculate, 3 bedrooms 
2½ baths, its amazing! New flooring in kitchen and 1/2 bath, 
new Rhreem energy efficient A/C, new light fixtures, new ceiling 
fans, 2 inch blinds. Professionally landscaped yard with auto 
sprinklers. Quiet cul-de-sac! $236,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

BRIDGEWAY SOUTHPORT
Beautiful lake front single story home situated in West Sac-
ramento.  4 bedrooms 3 baths, ultra high ceilings and open 
floor plan beaming with natural sunlight.  Large dining room, 
arched doorways, expansive kitchen, cherry cabinetry, and 
custom tile floors. $449,000

JESSICA BILLER 761-6035

LOT ON THE RIVER
Must see this beautiful lot! A rare opportunity to build your own 
home on a riverfront lot in the Little Pocket area close to the 
freeway and downtown. Riverside Blvd close to 35th Ave. Go 
by, walk around the lot and enjoy the Sacramento River. Call 
agent if you have questions. $259,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

WALK TO DIDION SCHOOL
A rare opportunity to live close to Didion School.  Spacious 4 
bedrooms 2½ baths, 2264 square feet, with new interior paint, 
flooring, light fixtures, granite counter tops in kitchen and all 
3 baths, new dishwasher, and new gas range.  Huge family 
room is just waiting for fun and games! $349,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715

SOLD

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING


