
Pock et News
May 15, 2014 | www.valcomnews.com

— Bringing you community news for 23 years —

Pocket 
community 
celebrates Father 
Marty’s silver 
anniversary

See page 10

Meet your 
neighborhood 

movie critic: 
Matías Bombal

See page 20

School News....................................................2 

The Pocket Watch............................................4 

Darrell’s Notes.................................................6 

Lance Armstrong history feature.....................7

Calendar......................................................... 24

Cougars 
clinch 
Metro Title

To read about the historic game, see page 3



� Pocket News • May 15, 2014 • www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc. �www.valcomnews.com • May 15, 2014 • Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Pocket News is published on the first and third Thursdays of the 
month in the area bounded by Interstate 5 on the east and the 
Sacramento River on the north, west, and south.

Publisher........................................................................ George Macko 
General Manager.......................................................... Kathleen Egan 
Editor............................................................................... Monica Stark
Art Director........................................................................John Ochoa
Graphic Designer..............................................................Ryan Wunn
Advertising Executives........................................................Linda Pohl 
	 Melissa Andrews, Jen Henry
Distribution/Subscriptions.......................................... George Macko

E-mail stories & photos to: editor@valcomnews.com Vol. XXIII • No. 10

2709 Riverside Blvd.
Sacramento,
CA 95818
t: (916) 429-9901
f: (916) 429-9906

Photo by:
Stephen Crowley

Other photos by:
Stephen Crowley
Hank Daniel

Copyright 2014 by Valley Community Newspapers Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part without written permission is prohibited.

Pocket News
w w w . v a l c o m n e w s . c o m

Those words in the headline have launched 
Greenhaven/Pocket residents into the 4th of 
July holiday for the past 19 years at the an-
nual 4th of July Fun Run organized by Mat-
suyama Elementary School, 7680 Wind-
bridge Dr. Starting at 8 a.m. on July 4, the race 
takes walkers and runners from the school en-
trance through the neighborhood, along the 
greenbelt path, on both 5-K and 8-K routes.  
Winners in each category receive awards, but 
the main objective of the day is simply to en-
joy physical fitness and fellowship, and to raise 
money for the incoming 6th graders at Mat-
suyama to attend Sly Park Environment Sci-
ence Camp in the spring.

“The entire registration fee for the event 
goes toward sending kids to a week of camp,” 
explained Judy Montgomery, principal at Mat-
suyama. “Thanks to a number of corporate 
sponsors, our race costs have been covered. 

Participants can either designate a specific stu-
dent on their registration form to receive the 
registration money, or they can allow us to se-
lect a student who needs the financial help.”

Community members of all ages can par-
ticipate in the Fun Run. To register, pick up a 
form in the Matsuyama office or print one at 
http://matsuyama.scusd.edu/. Then return 
the form to the school with the check made 
out to “Matsuyama Student Activities – Sly 
Park.” All pre-registrants (received by May 30) 
will receive a t-shirt and pay $15.  After May 
30, registrants will pay $20 and will not re-
ceive a t-shirt.  On-site registration takes place 
July 4 from 7-7:45 a.m.

After the race, participants can stay on-site 
to grab a snack and watch the Pocket Parade, 
which travels right by the school. Don’t miss 
this great way to begin the 4th of July and sup-
port our local kids!

Start the Fourth of July with some exercise and community support

‘On your marks, get set…GO!’

By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

A flurry of green and yel-
low ignited a fire of excite-
ment amongst Kennedy 
baseball fans for a historic 
game against Burbank High 
School on Wednesday, May 
7. The Cougars were one win 
away from winning the Met-
ro League title – an oppor-
tunity that hadn’t come into 
play for roughly 20 years. 
Led by a talented group of 
seniors who have flown un-
der the radar, the team did 
it. After the fifth inning, the 
Cougars led Burbank High 
School 18-0 and the game 
was over. The added excite-
ment prior to the game clear-
ly didn’t deter the players; 
the boys stayed focused and 
played really good ball. 

“The team did really 
well; they were focused and 
played a really good game. 
They wanted to reach that 
goal, accomplish that feat 
and put all the efforts they 
could into winning,” Head 
Coach Marcos Pineda told 
the Pocket News. 

Pitcher Adam Takeuchi 
threw a no-hitter with nine 
strike outs. But that was noth-
ing out of the ordinary for the 
star player. “Adam has been 
very consistent for the team,” 
Pineda said.

After the big win, the Cou-
gars are on to the playoffs 
with the first game against 
Fairfield-based Vanden High 
School held at American Riv-

er College and set for May 15 
at 4 p.m.

After two wins against the 
rivals, the C.K. McClatchy 
Lions, and a win against 
Rosemont early on in the 
season, the team’s confi-
dence soared. After the first 
win against the Lions where 
they won 1-0, the Cougars 
began to play with a sense of 
leadership. “From that time 
on, we saw good baseball, 
then we got another victory,” 
Pineda said.

The quality of sportsman-
ship between the two teams 
has remained at the highest 
caliber.

“(C.K.M. Head Baseball 
Coach) Mike (de Necochea) 
is a great guy over there. 
Even though we have this 
rivalry, with the baseball, he 
has well-coached teams and 
to get the upper hand this 
year, our kids really enjoyed 
it. We piled up so many vic-
tories. (C.K.M.) was the 
team to knock off. They 
had won quite a few Met-
ro-win titles. Getting those 
wins against them helped 
us set the tone to win the 
league and the champion-
ship,” he said. 

Congratulations to coach 
Pineda for coach of the 
year, and the following play-
ers: Adam Takeuchi, Met-
ro League Player of the Year; 
Chad Riley, 1st Team All 
League; T.J. Hicks, 1st Team 
All League; 

Mason Fong, 1st Team 
All League; Joey Hernan-

dez, 2nd Team All League; 
Thomas Sharer, 2nd Team 
All League.

To Sonny Fong, parent of 
freshman baseball player Ma-
son, winning the Title means 
a lot to the parents and base-
ball community that has come 
before players today. “The path 
to winning the Metro League 
Title had many hurdles over 
the course, however the in-
dividual and collective team 
grit and effort was reward-
ed with winning the Title.” 

Fong said Mason has inspired 
not only his younger brother 
who plays in the Pocket Lit-
tle League but also his grand-
father, whose older brother 
was a standout baseball play-
er for C.K. McClatchy High 
School and the Nisei and Jap-
anese Baseball Leagues before 
being interned during World 
War II. 

Suffice to say, the game has 
been inspiring to the Kenne-
dy baseball community past 
and present. 

Kennedy Baseball 
Hall of Fame 

To pay the community of 
Kennedy baseball players 
before them back for paving 
the way for their success to-
day, the Kennedy Baseball 
Team just announced they 
will be starting up a Ken-
nedy baseball Hall of Fame. 
Honorees will be awarded at 
golf tournament fundraiser 

Cougars baseball clinches Metro title

See Kennedy baseball, page 11
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By Jeff Dominguez
jeff@valcomnews.com

What is the difference, 
I’ve been asking myself, be-
tween my son, whom I re-
cently watched with utter 
elation walk across a stage 
to receive his diploma from 
one of the finest universi-
ties on the west coast, and 
the two boys he grew up 
with, whose parents, just a 

few weeks prior, endured 
the nightmare of watching 
their sons being slowly low-
ered into the ground and 
covered with dirt? How is it 
that I get to throw a gradu-
ation party, while they have 
to host a wake?

It can’t be anything notable 
that I did differently. I know 
these other parents. They are 
very good people who loved 
their sons, I’m absolutely 
sure, every bit as much as I 
love mine. The boys attended 
the same schools, played on 
the same sports teams, went 
to the same birthday par-
ties, walked in virtually the 
same footprints for the first 
20 years of their lives. Like 
me, their parents volunteered, 

they coached, they taxied, and 
they interceded swiftly to ad-
dress any situation that need-
ed it. From my perspective, 
they weren’t just good par-
ents; they were great parents. 

How did it come to be, 
then, that, within months 
of each other, one boy dies 
face down in a driveway on 
the wrong side of the tracks, 
killed from gunfire returned 
during a drive-by shooting 
that allegedly stemmed from 
a drug deal, and the other 
dies in a tiny home in a faded 
neighborhood of South Sac-
ramento from an overdose of, 
unbelievably, heroin? How 
did they fall into this fate? 
How did my son avoid it?

At any point in time, we 
can all look back and retrace 
the steps we took that got 
us where are. It’s easy to tell 
which moves had positive re-
sults and which ones had 
negative, but it only works 
when you’re looking back-
wards. “Hindsight is 20/20,” 
my grandpa used to say. A lot 
of good that does us when, 
facing forward, all we have 
is our best guess, based on a 
combination of our life’s ex-
periences, the lessons we’ve 
learned, and the wisdom, in 
whatever measure, that has 
been imparted to us along the 
way, as we confront the mul-
titude of options that come 
up over the course of rais-
ing a child. The misfortune 
of making a bad turn, then, 
seems like it can befall us al-
most randomly as we make 
our way through life. We nev-
er know for sure if our deci-
sions have been good or bad 
until it’s, well, too late.

So this is all we have, as 
individuals and as parents: 
our best. And, quite clearly, 
sometimes our best isn’t even 
good enough. I guess that’s 
why none of us can afford to 
offer anything but our abso-

lute best when making par-
enting decisions. Because, 
even when you’re convinced 
you’re doing the right thing, 
it can ultimately turn out to 
be a bad decision. Though 
no one can fault you when 
you’ve done your level best 
in a situation, “The road to 
Hell is paved with good in-
tentions,” is another popular 
old adage.

If you believe, as I do, in 
a divine creator, whatever 
form that creator takes, per-
haps you’re inclined to think 
that we all have a predeter-
mined path laid out for us, 
and our ultimate fate has 
already been established, 
no matter what we do. But 
where’s the living in that? 
If we’re going to end up in 
the predetermined place no 
matter what we do in our 
lifetime, personally, I think 
that absolves us of too much 
of the responsibility for our 
choices along the way. I like 
to think that there’s some-
one out there who may have 
a destination in mind, but 
that the plan is rendered 
only in the boldest strokes. 
The detail work, the paint-
ing with the little brushes, 
is done by us. Anyway, I’ve 
never been one to turn the 
wheel over willingly, a “wake 
me up when we get there!” 
kind of guy. 

Last week, Ruben and I 
were going to Hughes Stadi-
um. He wanted to jump on 
the freeway at 43rd and get 
off at Sutterville. But I ended 
up taking 43rd to Freeport. 

The Pocket Watch

Parenthood and the Fine Line 
between Joy and Sorrow

Either way, we would have 
ended up at the college, but 
the route made a big differ-
ence to me, because I wanted 
to stop at 7-11 for a Slurpee. 
Our lives are flavored greatly 
by the little choices we make. 
I may ask for direction from 
time to time, but I’m not at 
all inclined to defer to any-
one else to make the ultimate 
decisions in my life. This may 
be my failing as a Christian: I 
can’t bring myself to surren-
der the wheel entirely. I think 
I have too much of my grand-
pa in me.

In raising my kids, I’ve 
prayed a lot, especially with 
Ruben, because these mo-
mentous decisions come up, 
and you think, “I don’t know… 
I’ve never done this before!” 
With Gabby, the decisions 
still come at me nonstop, but 
at least I’ve had a little on-
the-job training, courtesy of 
her brother. I figure that, if 
I’d had seven or eight kids, 
I’d have had the job down pat 
by the time the last couple of 
them left the house.

But as it was, we only had 
two kids. So without much 
trial and error, they’re stuck 
with nothing more than the 
best that I can do. We hope 
our decisions are right more 
often than wrong, and, if 
that’s not the case, that our 
children will take into con-
sideration in their hindsight 
evaluations the fact that ev-
erything we have done with 
them has come from a place 
of indescribable love and a 
fervent desire for nothing 
but the best for them.

I think, initially, I looked 
around at the people I knew 

Pocket Watch:
Continued from page 4

who were having children at 
the same time that we were, 
and, with the aforemen-
tioned lack of experience in 
mind, came to feel like we 
were all in one big boat on 
this voyage together. These 
were my shipmates, more 
or less partners in this ad-
venture. We participated in 
the same activities and fre-
quently compared notes. 
Invariably, the course of our 
day-to-day activities varied, 
but we were still aboard the 
same vessel. To see one of my 
shipmates lose a child over-
board is crushing for me. I 
can’t help but think, “ That 
could be me.” I experience 
a twinge of guilt—“Survi-
vor’s Guilt,” I’m told—at 
these tragedies and wonder 
why I am so lucky. I pull my 
kids closer, hold on just a 
bit tighter.

For someone such as my-
self, with somewhat more di-
vine core beliefs, the ultimate 
conclusion is that luck has 
little to do with it. “Grace” 
becomes the more appropri-
ate term, as in “There, but for 
the grace of God, go I.” This 
explanation works for me. 
More importantly, it gives 
me someone to thank. It also 
provides a set of core values 
to follow and consult in every 
decision I make. And some-
one to turn to in the face of 
great suffering. God bless my 
friends and bring them com-
fort in this time of unimagi-
nable grief.

The Pocket Watch appears in 
every issue of the Pocket News. 
Jeff Dominguez can be reached 
at jeff.dominguez@yahoo.com

See Pocket Watch, page 5
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By City Council member 
Darrell Fong

City Manager releases fiscal 
year 2015 budget 

Revenues exceed expenses 
for first time in seven year; 14 
police officers being added

This week Sacramento City 
Manager John Shirey released 
the Fiscal Year 2014/15 Pro-
posed Budget. The proposed 
$383 million General Fund 
portion of the $872 million 
balanced budget represents 
the first time in seven years 
revenues are expected to ex-
ceed expenses and does not 
include any reductions in ser-
vices, programs or employees. 
The City will be in the black 
by an estimated $2 million. 
The budget also includes the 
addition of 14 police officers 
as a result of the Measure U 
half-cent sales tax.

“The City is on a path to re-
covery from the worst recession 
in recent history. We do expect 
to be in the black the next two 
years. Additionally, we’ve been 
able to budget for a few new 

measures that will initiate or 
improve services for residents,” 
explained City Manager John 
Shirey. Among the proposed 
initiatives: additional resources 
to help address homelessness, 
and food and medical needs at 
the animal shelter.

The City Manager’s Pro-
posed Budget also includes a 
spending plan for the Measure 
U half-cent sales tax approved 
overwhelmingly by voters in 
November of 2012. Thanks 
to Measure U an additional 
$31 million per year is being 
generated to restore the police 
force, eliminate fire company 
“brownouts”, open City swim-
ming pools, reopen communi-
ty centers, and restore senior 
and youth programs.  

While the City Man-
ager is pleased the City 
should be in the black for 
two years, he warns of a fis-
cal cliff that looms over 2017 
through 2020. In the fiscal 
year 2016/17 budget, grow-
ing pension costs will result 
in at least a $2.3 million def-
icit that is projected to grow 
to $41 million by fiscal year 
2019/20. Revenue attribut-
able to the loss of Measure U 
which ends March 31, 2019 is 
estimated to be $36.3 million. 
Pension costs for employees 
will have risen to $4.75 mil-

lion per year. The employer 
share of pensions is going to 
increase by 66 percent.

The entire proposed bud-
get totals $872 million and 
supports 4,146.37 full time 
equivalent positions, as com-
pared to 5300 positions prior 
to the recession. Besides the 
$383 million for the Gener-
al Fund, there is $489 million 
for Enterprise and other fund 
operations and capital proj-
ects. The Proposed Budget 
adds $400,000 to the Gen-
eral Fund Economic Uncer-
tainty Reserve. The fund will 
then total $29 million, or 7.5 
percent of General Fund rev-
enues, for emergencies or fu-
ture economic downturns.

The public hearing process 
begins at City Council on 
Thursday, May 8, with final 
adoption of the budget ex-
pected on Tuesday, June 10. 
All community members are 
invited to attend the budget 
meetings. Please visit http://
portal.cityofsacramento.org/ 
for regular budget updates 
and current information.

Food Trucks
Our monthly Food Truck 

Events have returned to Gar-
cia Bend Park! We kicked off 
the season on Friday, March 
21 with another successful and 
delicious event. Join us Friday, 
May 16 for some delicious 
freshly prepared food from 
Sacramento’s top-rated food 
trucks. Bring your wallet, lawn 
chair, and your appetite.

This month, part of the pro-
ceeds from the food trucks 
will help to fund the annual 
Matsuyama Fun Run, which 
raises fund for the 6th grade 
Sly Park trip.

Please note that we have 
changed the Food Truck 
Expo to the third Friday 
of the month to accommo-
date your busy schedule. All 
food truck events begin at 5 
p.m. We look forward to see-
ing you on May 16, and again 
on June 20, July 18, Aug. 15, 
Sept. 19, Oct. 17. The trucks 
are out until 8 p.m. and until 
9 p.m. in the summer. 

Sacramento Police 
Department Neighborhood 
Watch Program

Connected communities 
are simply safer communi-
ties. The Sacramento Police 

Darrell’s Notes
Department needs your help 
in being the “eyes and ears” in 
your community. If you see 
something, say something! 
And, please join us at one of 
our monthly trainings. To-
gether we can “Make Sacra-
mento the Safest Big City in 
California!”

May 2014 Topic: “Personal 
and Home Security”

The first step in crime pre-
vention is to be the “eyes and 
ears of the police.” The next 
is to know who, what, why, 
when, and how to call to for 
service.

Coloma Community Cen-
ter ∙ 4623 T Street ∙ Gold 
Run Room ∙ First Tuesday of 
each month

Salvation Army ∙ 2550 Al-
hambra Blvd ∙ First Wednes-
day of each month

Police Headquarters ∙ 5770 
Freeport Blvd ∙ Hall of Hon-
or (park in main lot) ∙ Second 
Monday of each month

Natomas Police and Com-
munity Resource Center ∙ 
2701 Del Paso Road, #140 
∙ Second Tuesday of each 
month

Southside Park Communi-
ty Center ∙ 2115 6th Street ∙ 
Second Wednesday of each 
month

Kinney Police Station ∙ 
3550 Marysville Blvd ∙ Third 
Wednesday of each month

Power Inn Alliance ∙ 5310 
Power Inn Road, Suite A 
∙ Fourth Tuesday of each 
month

Valley Hi North Laguna 
Library ∙ 7400 Imagine Park-
way ∙ Fourth Wednesday of 
each month

*All meetings are scheduled 
from 6:30 to 8:30 PM

RSVP to Barba-
ra Falcon at mfalcon@
pd.cityofsacramento.org or 
call 916-548-4435

Movie Night
Please join us for a free 

Movie Night on Saturday, 
May 17 at Marriott Park. 
This free-of-charge, family-
fun night will feature Disney’s 
“Frozen,” which is sure to be 
a hit! Bring your lawn chairs, 
blankets, and enjoy free re-
freshments courtesy of Local 
522, Neighborhood Services, 
and my office. Marriott Park 
is located at 1235 Grand Riv-
er Dr. Movie starts at 8 p.m.

D7’s ‘Hot Spot Continues
The “Hot Spot” contin-

ues on May 16 at Jackman 
Middle School for boys and 

girls between the ages of 13 
and 19. The “Hot Spot” of-
fers a safe, fun place on Fri-
day nights between 7 and 11 
p.m. Call 808-6789 for more 
information.

1,159 names on unclaimed 
property list

City releases this year’s list 
of people or organizations 
owed money from the City; 
June 24 is deadline to submit 
claim.

Today the City of Sacra-
mento published a list of un-
claimed property held by the 
City and instructions to claim 
it. The City first published 
the list in 2012 and releasing 
the list is now an annual pro-
cess. To review the unclaimed 
property list, instructions 
and claim form, please vis-
it: http://portal.cityofsac-
ramento.org/finance/un-
claimedproperty

Property owners will have 
60 days from the date of the 
first publication to submit a 
valid claim.  The deadline to 
submit a valid claim is June 
24, 2014. Valid claims will re-
quire proof of ownership.  The 
City expects the claims ad-
ministration process will take 
several months. At the end of 
this process, any unclaimed 
property will be added to the 
City’s General Fund. 

The unclaimed property list 
consists of 1,705 unclaimed 
items including uncashed 
vendor and employee checks 
and utility account credit bal-
ances.  Utility account cred-
it balances occur when a cus-
tomer overpays their account 
and does not request a re-
fund.  The total dollar amount 
of items on the list is approx-
imately $286,000 and the av-
erage amount per customer is 
approximately $170.

Last year, the City re-
leased a list of more than 
10,000 unclaimed items to-
taling about $1.77 million. 
One hundred twenty claims 
for over 1,950 items were 
approved and paid totaling 
$467,000. The remaining 
money was transferred to 
the General Fund and added 
to the Economic Uncertain-
ty Reserve by City Council.  

Where can teens volunteer?
City joins forces to publish 

guide to community service 
and volunteer opportunities

Just in time for students to 
get in the last of their required 

See Darrell’s Notes, page 23

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Note: This is part one in a series about 
1970 John F. Kennedy High School 
graduate Steve Masone.

Steve Masone has been involved 
in many projects since he graduated 
from John F. Kennedy High School 
in 1970. And his latest project is to 
bring new dinner theater produc-
tions to Sacramento.

With Steve’s assistance, the musi-
cal, “Starry Evening,” which will be 
performed by the Phoinix Players of 
Eugene, Ore., will be presented in 
the grand ballroom of the Red Lion 
Hotel at 500 Leisure Lane on July 
11 and 12.

Steve said that the theater group 
from Oregon will be performing in 
Sacramento “with their eye on relo-
cating here to establish a permanent 
home.”

“Phoinix Players are internation-
ally acclaimed and known for their 
ability to mount seven or more mu-
sicals a season,” Steve said. “ This is 
good news for Sacramento, if  they 
are welcomed and supported. Word 
is they may also perform at Tom-
my T’s (comedy dinner theater at 
12401 Folsom Blvd. in Rancho Cor-
dova), and are negotiating with a 
Pocket-Land Park venue for shows 
at the end of summer. They also will 
be performing at the (Clarion Inn 
at 1401 Arden Way) next to Arden 
Fair mall, July 18 and 19 through 
Aug. 3 on weekends.”

During an interview with this 
publication last week, Steve spoke 
about details of his life that led to 
his current efforts to present din-
ner theater productions in the Sac-
ramento area.

Steve, who was one of the six chil-
dren of the Phoenix, Ariz.-born 
Rita Campbell, and Michael Lou-
is Masone, a second generation Ital-
ian-American, explained that he be-
came part of a broken family during 
his childhood.

“(Michael Louis) got on with the 
Army as a civilian because my great-
grandfather was also working for 
the Army, and they came from Fort 
Huachuca, Ariz. to Sacramento to 
Sharpe Army Depot (then Sharpe 
General Depot) in Stockton,” Steve 
said. “ They (later) came to the Sac-
ramento Army Depot, and that’s 
where my mother and father part-
ed ways.”

Steve, who was born in French 
Camp, just outside of Stockton, re-
called that his life suddenly became 

more difficult following his parents’ 
separation.

“It got tougher because my stepfa-
ther talked my mother into putting 
me and my brothers into an orphan-
age,” Steve said. “We went back to 
a church-run orphanage in Phoenix, 
Ariz. It belonged to a church that 
my family had attended. We were 
there for two years.”

Following their time in the orphan-
age, Steve and his brothers came to 
Sacramento to live with their grand-
mother, who was then employed at 
the Sacramento Army Depot.

In speaking about his schooling, 
Steve said , “ I was in Sacramento 
in the f irst grade, second grade, 
third grade, went to Arizona for 
fourth and fifth (grades) and came 
back for the rest. I  attended Wil-
l iam Land (elementary) School 
(at 1116 U St.), and then Free-
port Elementary (School at 2118 
Meadowview Road), and also Eth-
el  I . Baker (Elementary School 
at 5717 Laurine Way). I  went to 
(Baker) for a minute. I  went to 
reform school during my fresh-
man year to get straightened out. 
And, of  course, I  went to Kenne-
dy (High).”

Steve recalled his early interest in 
music and theater, saying, “ I was in-
volved in music in high school, in 
theater and drama. I sort of led a 
double life. I would go out with the 
guys and then I would disappear 
and not tell them I was involved in 
theater and dance. My mom had put 
me in ballet and jazz when I was re-
ally young, too, so, I did that, but 
I didn’t tell the guys that I was in 
community theater.”

Steve also mentioned that while 
he was attending Kennedy, he was 
a member of the Raw Jam Blues 
Band.

“I started playing with them 
in 1968, but then in 1969, I went 
through a windshield in an auto-
mobile accident,” Steve said. “ I was 
playing trumpet with them and I 
lost my trumpet lip. And so, then I 
picked up the harmonica. That’s why 
we phased over into a blues band be-
cause I went blues. Between the or-
phanage and a few other life diffi-
culties, I learned about the blues. I 
could relate. I got turned on to a few 
blues artists (such as) Sonny Boy 
Williamson, the harmonica player, 
of course, and B.B. King, of course. 
And even though she was blues-
jazz, Billie Holiday was a favorite 
of mine. Just a lot of them (blues 
artists). Little Walter on harmoni-
ca was another one. I styled my har-
monica playing after him.”

After graduating from Kennedy, 
Steve was drafted into the Army.

And in recalling that time in his 
life, Steve said, “Of course, it was at 
the tail end of Vietnam. My duty 
station was in Fort Kobbe canal 
zone down in Panama. I went to ba-
sic training at Fort Ord. I went to 
my advanced training at Fort Polk, 
La. That’s called AIP – Advanced 
Individual Training. And I went to a 
specialized (training) down in Pana-
ma. I was with the JOT – Jungle Op-
erational Training. It was run by the 
(Army) Special Forces. That’s where 
we taught jungle warfare, jungle sur-
vival to all the guys going overseas, 

Kennedy High alumnus discusses new 
local dinner theater, other endeavors

Photo by Lance Armstrong 
Steve Masone is enjoying his role in bringing new dinner theater productions to the Sacramento area.

See Armstrong, page 7
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For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups 

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

cas@primrosealz.com
www.primrosealz.com

Special alzheimer’S living

legal services

in-home health care your ad Should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Senior care available

insurance

Your services are needed
call melissa todaY 
to place Your ad

(916) 429-9901

your ad Should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Do you have a story? 
Tell it to us. 
Call Monica Stark at 916-429-9901

and we also taught South 
American friendlies. I 
went over there, not ac-
tually in Vietnam, but in 
Laos and Cambodia. I was 
three and a half  years in 
the Army.”

After leaving the mili-
tary, Steve became involved 
in playing music again.

Steve also became in-
volved in managing and 
booking bands.

He fondly recalled work-
ing as a stringer for the 
local deejay Bob Cas-
tle (1949-2007), aka the 
“Blue Whiz” on radio sta-
tion KROY 1240 AM.

Additionally, Steve 
spoke about eventually 
working with Castle at a 
local concert featuring the 
popular Sacramento band, 
Redwing.

“My first major con-
cert as a concert promoter 
in Sacramento (was with) 
the band called Redwing,” 

Steve said. “ They were pret-
ty popular. They had that 
big hit called ‘California 
Blues.’ I got (Castle) to be 
my co-host and I produced 
(the) concert with him (in 
the ballroom above) the old 
Fox (Senator) Theatre (at 
912 K St.), and it was pret-
ty successful.

“ I started having some 
success after that, and the 
next thing you know, I 
joined George B. Hunt and 
Associates (of Los Ange-
les) as a licensed booking 
agent, which you had to be 
to work with the (Amer-
ican Federation of Musi-
cians Local No. 12 in Sac-
ramento). And so, I became 
the only licensed union 
booker in Sacramento. 
Anybody that was working 
a union gig in Sacramento 
had to go through me. And 
back then there were a lot 
of union gigs. And that’s 
where I got into the din-
ner theater business, also 
because of my background 
in theater.”

Armstrong:
Continued from page 7

By Angela Wood
Special to the Pocket News

Happy 1,000th Pocket 
Nextdoor Neighbor! Well...
technically, 1,010 as I type 
this, but I digress. How awe-
some is that! What a neat 
tool we have to use in our 
community. 

How have we used this 
valuable tool? 

Pets have snuck out and 
gone on adventures. A lot 
of those pets have thank-
fully been reunited with 
their families because of 
diligent neighbors with 
watchful eyes. 

Recommendations for all 
types of services have been 
given. Items for sale and 
items that are free. 

Fundraisers for our schools 
and community events. 

Crimes have been post-
ed, and, most importantly, 
called in. We’ve posted en-
tries from SacPD’s log to 
keep everyone informed. 
We’ve fostered a wonder-
ful relationship with our 
SacPD officers who protect 
and serve our community. 
We’ve had potlucks, Cops 
and Coffee. 

We’ve picked out inspira-
tional words to paint at our 
library and school, a meet-
ing about water meters and 
conservation, a contentious 
meeting about a new school 
moving in while trying pre-
serve a beloved 150-year-old 
historic landmark, a politi-
cal forum for our district’s 

City Council and State As-
sembly candidates, and our 
Pocket Politics subgroup, 
which is pretty quiet until 
election season gears up. 

Someone commented the 
other day, “It wouldn’t be 
Nextdoor if someone didn’t 
complain!” Truer words 
have never been spoken. 
Yes, we complain. We vent. 
We share our frustrations. 
We argue. But we also share 
our joys and good news. 

New friends have been 
made. I have to say, I was a 
little surprised when Kathi 
Windheim asked if I would 
like to be a lead — sur-
prised because I thought I 
probably came off a little 
crabby. I know I do. 

I wasn’t too sure about it. I 
knew the parents of the kids 
that my girls went to school 
with, and the teachers; I’ve 
served on a PTA board and 
co-chaired events and com-
mittees, but I didn’t know 
all of the other people who 
lived in our area. I hadn’t 
yet gone out into the actu-
al community to do “stuff.” 
I didn’t know Kathi or most 
of the neighbors before 
joining Nextdoor. 

Now that I have ventured 
out into the community to 
do “stuff,” I really do enjoy 
it and I get meet a lot of 
wonderful neighbors in our 
area. While we do live in the 
Pocket, we’re not some odd 
utopia that people think we 
are. We all have our ups and 
downs, good days and bad. 

Just like everybody else. But 
at the end of the day, we are 
concerned, we care, we have 
each other’s back. 

I’m not going to lie. There 
are days when I think about 
running for the hills be-
cause sometimes things can 
get pretty contentious over 
hot button issues. With over 
1,000 neighbors that’s to be 
expected. There is a learn-
ing curve; knowing when to 
intercede and when to let it 
go. Sometimes, the ability 
to “reply” has to be disabled. 
It doesn’t happen very of-
ten, but quite a handy fea-
ture to have when things 
start to get too heated. 

Then, I’ll get an inbox 
message — someone telling 
me thanks for the job we’re 
doing, help we’ve given, 
or writing a message like: 
“ That was a rowdy conver-
sation and you did a great 
job handling the situation.” 
That makes it worthwhile, 
knowing at the end of the 
day, we have helped some-
one.

We have five leads on the 
site, myself included. I love 
being a lead. Besides being 
able to help people in the 
community, we are able to 
keep up on events and any 
crime that occurs in the 
area. As a single mom of 
two daughters on the brink 
of adulthood, I want them 
to know there is more going 
on than what is in their little 
bubble of existence. There 
is a whole, wide world out 

Pocket Nextdoor surpasses 1,000th member
there and it starts right here 
in their community. 

Richard Markuson, who is 
the founder of Pocket Next-
door, Kathi Windheim, a 
community activist who has 
done so much in our area, in-
cluding being an integral part 
of getting the Didion Gym 
and the Robbie Waters Pock-
et-Greenhaven Library built. 
She is proud of the amazing 
partnership with SacPD, our 
many neighbors, each a valu-
able resource, and the helpful-
ness of Nextdoor Field Rep 
Jimi Hardy have made being 
a lead in Pocket Nextdoor a 
very worthwhile endeavor. 

Mark Ltg is extra help-
ful during the late night 

hours keeping an eye on 
things. He found the site 
to be a good tool to use to 
keep up with the good and 
bad things going on in the 
community. 

Will Cannady, a teacher 
at the School of Engineer-
ing and Sciences here in 
the Pocket, participates as 
a lead because he believes 
strongly in using Nextdoor 
to keep Pocket area resi-
dents aware of what is hap-
pening in their community. 

Angela Wood is a lead for Next-
Door Pocket, an online social 
networking site for neighbor-
hoods. Neighbors can sign up at 
https://pocket.nextdoor.com

It’s the time of the year again – time to 
get dancing and eat corn dogs, and if you’re 
small enough, to compete in the annual di-
aper derby. It’s all happening at the Sacra-
mento County Fair, which will be held on 
May 23-27 at Cal Expo. Kids younger than 
12 years old enjoy free admission to the fair. 
Currently the fair is now accepting applica-
tions for its various contests. Applications 
are available at www.sacfair.com. For ques-
tions, call 397-8655 or 263-2975.

Saturday, May 24: Kid’s Talent 
Auditions

Young performers are wanted from 9 a.m. 
to noon at the community stage. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to showcase your talent 
and compete for cash and prizes at the first 
Sacramento County Fair’s “Kid’s Talent Au-
ditions.” Auditions begin at 9 a.m. Anyone 
age 14 and younger can participate. Bring a 
2-minute audition piece, all music must be 
on a CD. Twelve finalists will be selected 
and move on to “Kid’s Showcase,” which is 
held at 1 p.m. on Sunday, May 25. The win-
ner will receive $150, Corn Dog on a Stick, 
a stuffed animal, ride tickets and more. First 
and second runner ups will also receive cash 

and other prizes. Reserve a slot in advance 
at tnovoa@sacfair.com.

Saturday, May 24: Corn Dog 
Eating Contest – Sponsored by 
Milo’s Corn Dogs

Do you have what it takes? Join in on the 
fun at the annual Corn Dog Eating Contest, 
which will be held on the main stage from 5 to 
5:30 p.m. Contestants will go head to head in 
a 4-minute timed event competing for $500 as 
well as bragging rights as champion. Entry fees 
before May 19 are $10, $15 afterward. Must 
be at least 18 years old.

Monday, May 26: Annual 
Diaper Derby

Ready, set, crawl! Pre-register your little 
athlete for the Annual Diaper Derby, which 
will be held at noon on the community stage. 
All babies must be younger than a 1 year old, 
born after May 27, 2013 and not walking. Ba-
bies will crawl to the finish line from one fam-
ily member to another, driven by the spirit of 
competition and the promise of a beloved pac-
ifier or stuffed animal.

Sacramento County Fair contest announcement
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In spite of the suffering from a 
head injury that took place about 
20 years ago, Father Martin Brusa-
to continues to the community, in-
spiring all who know him. 

Celebrating his silver jubilee an-
niversary at St. Anthony Parish on 
Sunday, May 5, he was joined at a 
special Mass and community meal 
afterward with about 700 people, 
including his father Ronald Brusa-
to, his four sisters, and their fam-
ilies, Sacramento Diocesan Bish-
op Jaime Soto and 25 fellow priests 
from the diocese. 

Born on July 14, 1958, Father 
Martin and his family were parish-
ioners of St. Anne Parish in South 
Sacramento and he attended St. 
Anne Parish grammar school.

After high school he joined 
the Oblates of St. Joseph reli-
gious community in Santa Cruz 
to study for the priesthood but 
eventually left that communi-
ty. He later was accepted by the 
Diocese of Sacramento to study 
for the priesthood and attended 
St. Patrick Seminary in Menlo 
Park. He was ordained a priest on 
April 22, 1989 by Bishop Fran-
cis Quinn in the Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament, Sacramento.

Father Martin’s first assignment 
was to Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish in Sacramen-
to as parochial vicar or assistant 
priest. His next assignment was as 
parochial vicar at St Joseph Parish 

in Elk Grove. He was then assigned 
as Bishop William Weigand’s sec-
retary and worked with the bishop 
at the Diocesan Pastoral Center in 
Sacramento.

During the time he served as 
secretary to Bishop Weigand, Fa-
ther Martin lived in residence at 
the Cathedral of the Blessed Sac-
rament in downtown Sacramento. 
One night in the early hours of the 
morning a man suffering from an 
overdosed of drugs broke into the 
residence at the cathedral through 
an unlocked window on the sec-
ond floor of the house. In the pro-
cess of the break-in, he attacked 
Father Martin who was asleep in 
his room by smashing a bottle on 
Father Martin’s head. The attack 
did serious neurological damage 
to Father Brusato’s brain which 
began a serious of  consequences 
that affect him to this day.

After his initial recuperation 
from the attack, Father Martin 
worked in the Diocesan Marriage 
Tribunal for a short time and then 
was appointed pastor of St Chris-
topher Parish in Galt where he 
served from 1996 to 1999. In 1999 
he had to give up his pastorate be-
cause of health related issues from 
the cathedral attack.

Father Martin was on medical leave 
until 2010 when he returned to part-
time parish ministry for a few years. 

Pocket residents 
celebrate 25 years 
of priesthood by 
Father Martin

Photos by Stephen Crowley
About 700 people attended the silver jubilee celebration for Father Martin Brusato at St. Anthony’s Church in 
the Pocket area on Sunday, May 5. 

in September for their accomplishments. “We want to get 
them all out there and pay them the proper respect for all 
they’ve done,” Pineda said. 

In other sports news, if you’ve been to campus lately, 
you’ve undoubtedly seen the progress of the school’s stadi-
um. Contractors are working full force; their trailers have 
taken root; the offices are in and excavation equipment 
has been used. “Everything has been on schedule. We’ve 
been working with all the groups. Hopefully if everything 
goes smoothly, we’ll have a very nice facility beginning ear-
ly next year. It’s coming along really well. There’s a big air 
of excitement. Both the faculty and the students are happy 
to see it,” Pineda said.

Kennedy baseball:
Continued from page 3

See Father Martin, page 17

All photos by Stephen Crowley
The Kennedy Cougars varsity baseball beat Burbank on 
Wednesday, May 7, paving the way for the playoffs. The 
air of excitement was contagious with crowds of alumni 
and families showed their support.
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Pocket youth Austin Updegraff re-
ceived the principal nomination from 
Congresswoman Doris Matsui to at-
tend the United States Military Acad-
emy, West Point. Departing July 1, his 
parents, Dennis and Linda Updegraff 
couldn’t be more proud. 

In a joint statement sent to the Pocket 
News, they wrote: “Austin has been given 
an opportunity to excel far beyond the av-
erage 18 year old, and with that opportu-
nity comes a responsibility to accept that 
which lies before him. We hope he ac-
cepts both and grabs that challenge with 
the same gusto and intensity he’s become 
accustomed to.  If he does, there truly is 
no limit to what he might achieve.”

Austin said the honor means a lot to 
him. “It means that the next four years of 
my life won’t be spent partying or sleeping 
in, but instead, as a cadet, as an officer in 
training. It means that when people look 
for a leader to guide them, they’ll look for 
me. I look forward to improving at West 
Point, physically and mentally. I want to 
hone my leadership skills, but first I need 
to learn how to be lead,” Austin said.

He currently plans to study civil en-
gineering with the ultimate goal of be-
coming a pilot, first in the army, flying 
helicopters, followed by flying a fixed-
wing aircraft. Then, when or if he wants 
to leave the army, he wants to work for 
a commercial airline company.

Living in the Pocket really nurtured 
a love of community for Austin. He ac-
tively looks to help his community like 
through volunteering at Emeritus at 
Greenhaven, a senior citizen home on 
Riverside Boulevard (previously Mer-
rill Gardens at Greenhaven).

His parents said Austin has always been 
a very focused young man when it comes 
to his school work,  athletics, and music. 

Austin has been a straight A student 
throughout school and has been on the 
Principal’s Honor Roll for four years. 
After transferring to West Campus, he 
jumped right into football as a wide re-
ceiver and wrestled for two years while 
never having participated before. 

Austin’s favorite sport is wrestling 
for a number of reasons. “You get in re-
ally good shape, you learn cool moves, 
and you get to basically beat up your 
friends while doing so. Our team was 
small enough that I got to have a spe-
cial connection with everyone,” he said. 

With a music background, he ex-
cels at piano while being virtually self 
taught and is also in the West Campus 
Blues Band. While he took guitar les-
sons for about a year, he enjoys the pi-
ano most. “Piano is really where it’s at 
for me. I love being able to come home 
after a long day and just jam out for 
a couple hours. Piano’s also really cool 
cause I can write a song and then ‘give’ it 

to my girlfriend as a gift for Valentine’s 
day or her birthday,” he said.

In addition to music and sports, he has 
enjoyed robotics and was the president of 
the chemistry club his sophomore year. 
Austin was on the First Robotics Compe-
tition, Team 3598, which placed second in 
regional competition. About working on 
the team, he said, “I really liked robotics be-
cause I got to learn a ton of stuff about ro-
bots while still having fun with my friends, 
and I got to make a lot of new friends at all 
the competitions we went to.”

His attention to detail, coupled with 
enjoyment, really came to fruition in 
Boy Scouts when he reached the rank 
of Eagle Scout, a rank he earned on 
Dec.18, 2013. 

The Updegraffs encouraged each of 
their children to think about and ex-
plore different things they might like to 
do when they grow up. They said while 
never pushing their children in any one 
direction, they’ve tried to instill a sense 
of “future” into their young lives. 

Their desire for Austin, as it is for 
each of their children, is to maximize 
the gifts that God has given them while 
honing those skills through a disci-
plined lifestyle. 

“It proved to him how hard work and 
determination while having fun could 
produce an outstanding result. All toll, as 
his parents, we see an outstanding young 

man, with the strength of character, who 
loves his country and now wants to pur-
sue a career in flying while serving his 
country in the military,” his parents said.

Austin’s siblings are also success stories. 
His older brother Barrett, 20, is also an 
Eagle Scout and is currently pursuing a 
degree in Civil Engineering from the Uni-
versity of the Pacific. Austin’s younger sis-
ter Kendra, a piano player and trumpet 
player for West Campus Band, is a soph-
omore at West Campus High School, a 
Venture Scout and a highly sought-after 
counselor in the National Youth Lead-
ership Training organization. All three 
have excellent academic records. As par-
ents, Dennis and Linda, said they have 
always been involved in their children’s 
school lives.

Pocket youth Austin Updegraff to attend West PointBargain books: 
Library book sale to start this Saturday

The monster book sale starts this Saturday at the Rob-
bie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Public Libraryfrom 9 to 
10 a.m. (members only), then from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. (open 
to all). The sale will continue Tuesday, May 20-Thursday 
May 22 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. will conclude with a Bag 
Sale on Friday, May 23, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Adult pa-
perbacks are 50 cents; large paperbacks, $1; hardcovers, 
$2; audiobooks and DVDs, $2; CDs and VHS, $1; chil-
dren’s paperbacks, 25 to 50 cents; children’s hardcovers, 
$1; premium books are priced as marked. The library is 
located at 7335 Gloria Dr., Sacramento.
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F o r  o v e r 
3 6  y e a r s

w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

7674 RIvER vILLAgE DRIvE • $335,000
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

1065 SILvER LAKE DRIvE • $309,500 
ED DANIELS • 204-6702

528 vALIm WAy
This is a 10 - outstanding home like 
a model. Great curb appeal from the 
outside with brick entry to court-
yard-new landscaping, new lawn. 
Remodels include new fixtures, 
upgraded tub, lighting,whole house 
fan. $499,000  
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

1177 FAy CIRCLE
Fabulous SLP one story home on 1/3 
acre. Quiet cul de-sac location with 
nature area behind for total privacy. 
Perfect family home w/4 bdrms, 
separate fam and liv rooms. Home 
has newer roof, heat and air and 
windows. $474,900
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494 

7614 KAvOORAS DRIvE
Very spacious and nicely appointed 
home in highly desireable, quiet 
neighborhood. Great backyard for 
spring and summer entertaining. 
Remodeled master suite with huge 
master bath and large walk-in closet. 
Vaulted ceilings. $340,000 
TAmmy NOvOA • 628-8530

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ Low inTRoducToRy coST
★ STaRT anyTime
★ LiVe cLaSSeS

Call: Ed Daniels •451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ monTHLy caSH FLow
★ TenanT ScReeninG
★ mainTenance

Call: brittany Naucke• 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

5609 SURF WAy
dreaming of a move-in, magazine 
showcase home? mid-century 3/2 
remodeled to perfection by current 
owner. Sophisticated, tasty, yet com-
fortable. Great room w great natural 
light, artful night lighting. $379,000 
JAmES WALKER • 607-0519

2373 CORK CIRCLE
Beautiful home in the charming 
neighborhood of Fuller Town 
by executive airport. 4 spacious 
bdrms, 2.5 baths, family & liv-
ing rooms w/double sided frplc. 
$259,000.
KATHERINE HOWES 548-3632

7345 L ARbRE WAy
wonderful one owner home, 
beautifully maintained. down-
stairs master with access to 
backyard .  K i tchen has large 
granite island and tile floors. 
$479,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

S O L DS O L D

24 gREEN mIST COURT
cul de sac location...4 bedroom with 
large yard. newer roof and furnace. 
Fresh exterior paint. original but well 
kept condition.. $330,000 
ATCHAN vAN PELT • 813-5919

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING
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He served at St. James Parish in 
Davis from 2010 to 2011 and then 
at St. Clare Parish in 2011. He was 
forced to return to medical leave 
again in 2011 to the present.

In an interview with the Pocket 
News, retired St. Anthony’s Par-
ish Father John Boll described the 
extent of the consequences as fol-
lows: “He suffers still greatly. He’s 
had a number of surgeries. Since 
the attack, he began to be affect-
ed by the damage to his brain. It 
initiated a series of consequenc-
es that makes him unable to serve 
in a parish at this time. So he suf-
fered greatly for that. It’s been 

very unfortunate because he loves 
to serve in the parish communi-
ty. Because of his limitations, it’s 
very hard for him to do it.”

“Sometimes he does very well. 
Other times it hits him. He’s had 
a number of surgeries for his 
back. It’s just set up a whole series 
of sad and serious consequences 
for him. He tries to move forward 
but it’s caused a great dealing of 
suffering for him.” 

Some of these setbacks are due 
to the medication, which can 
cause him to fall asleep in the 
middle of the day. He also has 
fallen in his home. Due to occa-
sional seizures, he’s not been able 
to drive, so he relies on his family, 
including his four sisters and fa-

ther. His mother died some years 
ago. So he has to depend on them 
to get them where he needs to go, 
further curtailing his freedom.

Despite the trauma that still af-
fects him today, Father John has 
made a heroic effort to serve the 
people of God in the Church of 
Sacramento in spite of the terri-
ble setback he suffered when bru-
tally attacked at the cathedral. 

Father John said the Church is 
praying that God will bring heal-
ing to Father Martin and restore 
him to health once again. “Be-
cause of his great desire to serve 
the community in spite of his 
physical setback, Father Martin 
is an inspiration to all who know 
him,” he said.

Father Martin:
Continued from page 10

Merryhill students presented the 
Sacramento Zoo with $13,000

On May 3, preschool and elementary students from 16 Merryhill Schools in Sac-
ramento and Roseville presented a $13,000 check to the Sacramento Zoo for the re-
building of its Small Wonders of Africa exhibit. Merryhill School students have been 
learning about the six species of animals featured in the exhibit while holding fundrais-
ers such as t-shirt and artwork sales to donate to the zoo’s reconstruction project. Ani-
mals living in the completed exhibit will include straw-colored fruit bats, banded mon-
gooses, aardvarks, Wolf ’s guenons, red-billed hornbills, and crested guineafowl.

Merryhill Schools in Sacramento and Roseville are part of Nobel Learning Com-
munities, Inc., a national network of more than 185 nonsectarian private schools, in-
cluding preschools, K-8 and high schools in 17 states across the nation. For more 
information on Merryhill School, or to find a school near you, visit http://www.mer-
ryhillschool.com/. Merryhill School students pose with Sacramento Zoo Director Mary Healy during a check 

presentation at the zoo’s “Small Wonders of Africa” construction site
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By: Jean Bell
Special to Valley Community Newspapers

Editor’s note: In celebration of its 
40th anniversary Casa Garden Res-
taurant held a fashion show during 
lunchtime on Wednesday, May 7. 
Sporting the fashions of days past, 
current volunteers surely put on a 
show that was humorously present-
ed by one of the servers today, Jean 
Bell. What follows is Bell’s speech 
with accompanied photos taken by 
Art Scotland. 

It all started back in 1974.  Af-
ter much discussion and probably 
some arguments, the decision was 
made for the first Casa restaurant 
uniform. Brenda sported an outfit 
made of indestructible double knit 
polyester in an “attractive” choco-
late brown, with a brown and white 
striped apron. For those of you who 
don’t know about double knit poly-
ester, it has a shelf life of plutoni-
um. It never wrinkled and kept all 
the volunteers nice and warm, espe-
cially in the summer.  

As presented by Fayne, the co-
ordinator at this time didn’t have 
to wear the apron, but did get two 
pockets and a belt. Carol Wil-
liams, a longtime Casa volunteer, 
told me that when she wore this 
uniform in the summer, she almost 
had heat stroke!

Rebellion took place as a slight-
ly “cooler” uniform was adopted.  

The coordinator, as presented by 
Judy during this period wore a 
“coordinated” dark brown/milk 
chocolate wrap dress so as to be 
differentiated from the sweaty 
servers.

After much discussion, crying 
and wailing, a new uniform was 
designed – something that was a 
bit cooler for the volunteers, more 
lightweight and comfortable. So 
they reused the striped apron ma-
terial, to make (ta-dah) our “pris-
on matron uniform” as elegant-
ly worn by Charlotte.  It did not 
come with a stun gun.  It was a 
more comfortable outfit, and 
that’s about the one good thing I 
can say about it!

Another choice was made, a light-
weight, but still ugly “dirt” colored 
outfit, because hey! Who doesn’t 
look good in a dirt color? Sheri 
donned the coordinator outfit, a 

brighter dirt colored uniform, en-
hanced with a princess cut.

Polly is shown in a choice 1980s 
outfit, as at that time a new im-
proved uniform was voted in. In 
honor of Little House on the Prai-
rie and Laura Ingalls, volunteers 
chose the “apron-uniform,”  a waist-
to-toe outfit that came complete 
with a “back air vent,” which neces-
sitated servers to wear a slip and 
white blouse. It took several volun-

teers to help each into this contrap-
tion. The crossover apron straps 
were not the easiest thing to climb 
into, and the term “watch your back” 
had a whole new meaning!

Next uniform change. As shown 
in the outfit Nancy is wearing, a 
decision had been made to move 
away from the brown, dirt and rust 
colored uniforms. Hello, faded red 

Check out these 
server outfits: 
40 years of restaurant service uniforms

See Casa Garden, page 26

See Solution, page 25

“So, there you have it.  
From then until now 
– 40 years of service. 
It doesn’t make any 
difference what we 

wear…it’s what we do 
here to help the children 

“over the fence.”  
-Jean Bell
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The Sacramento Regional Coun-
ty Sanitation District (SRCSD) 
and its partners invite the public to 
the 19th annual Walk on the Wild-
side on Saturday, May 17 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. This free, family-ori-
ented day in the country includes 
lively entertainment and up-close 
views of many wildlife species. 

This event celebrates Internation-
al Migratory Bird Day, Endangered 
Species Day and highlights local 
efforts in protecting and restoring 
native Central Valley habitats and 
wildlife. Visitors can enjoy tours of 
restored wetlands and rookeries on 
SRCSD’s Bufferlands while shop-
ping for native plants, art and pho-
tography, and checking out conser-
vation exhibits.  

To Pocket resident Jim Houpt 
and one of the exhibitors repre-

senting Friends of the Sacramen-
to River Parkway, events like Walk 
on the Wildside provide oppor-
tunities to FSRP to promote the 
completion of the parkway.  Pri-
vate fences and gates on the le-
vee in the Pocket and Little Pock-
et neighborhoods have stalled the 
parkway’s completion for almost 
40 years.

“Many Pocket and Little Pocket 
residents are aware of the parkway 
issue, but folks from other parts 
of town don’t know much about 
it.  Because Walk on the Wildside 
draws a large contingent of school 
kids, we see parents from many 
neighborhoods.  That gives us the 
chance to tell residents from oth-
er parts of the city and even the re-
gion how the parkway will benefit 
them,” he said.

Our parkway is the first link 
in the coming Great California 
Delta Trail – a bike trail and 
bike lanes connecting Sacra-
mento to the San Francisco Bay 
Trail.  The day is coming when 
you can ride a bike – protect-
ed from automobile traffic from 
Sacramento to San Francisco.  
Without a completed parkway, 
most of  Sacramento will have no 
bike-friendly route to the Del-
ta Trail. 

Highlights of the event 
include the following:
•Wild animal presentations by Wild 

Things, Inc.

•Falconry demonstration by Karl 
Kerster

•Folk music by Horse Sense 
•Children’s puppet show by Jason 

A’dair- 
•Guided and self-guided tours of 

wetlands and heron rookeries
•New – 3 mile nature hike
•Environmental exhibitors 
•Children’s activity center, games 

and prizes hosted by local Girl 
Scouts

•Ollie Otter & Blue Goose Mascots
•Outdoor barbecue hosted by Elk 

Grove High School FFA and Ro-
tary Club

•Event and parking are free

19th annual Walk 
on the Wildside 
returns to Freeport
Pocket residents participate in day’s event

If you go: 
What: Walk on the Wildside is a 
FREE, outdoor festival celebrating lo-
cal conservation efforts
When: Saturday, May 17; 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m.
Where:	 Beach Lake Park, Freeport, 
CA
Who: Hosted by the Sacramento Re-
gional County Sanitation District 
(SRCSD)

Event Directions:  From Sacramen-
to, travel Interstate-5 south and exit at 
Pocket/Meadowview Road and head 
east. At Freeport Blvd., turn south and 
continue two miles on the river road 
through the town of Freeport. Turn 
left at the signs just opposite Cliff ’s 
Marina and continue until you reach 
the Beach Lake Picnic Area.

For more information, visit www.
bufferlands.com or call (916) 875-
WILD. To learn more about Inter-
national Migratory Bird Day and Na-
tional Endangered Species Day, visit 
www.birdday.org and www.stopex-
tinction.org. 

Event sponsors include: Sacramento 
Regional County Sanitation District; 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service; Califor-
nia Department of Water Resources; 
Sacramento County Regional Parks; 
and Stone Lakes National Wildlife 
Refuge Association.

By Matías Bombal
matias@valcomnews.com

Letter of Introduction:
No, not the classic 1938 film of that name that 

starred Adolphe Menjou, Eve Arden and Edgar 
Bergen, but my own introduction to you here in The 
News.  I warmly greet you from these pages of Val-
ley Community Newspapers with the greatest plea-
sure, for this is news from your own neighborhood 
and a city you call home.  It has been my home since 
1976. I may have been born in Santiago, Chile, and 
spent some formative years in Berkeley, California, 
where my parents were teaching and working, but 
for the most part I’ve been in this pleasant Sacra-
mento neighborhood, following my elusive dreams 
of the cinema.  

As a boy, I wanted to make movies, so I watched 
and read everything I could, beguiled by being there 
in the dark.  A chance trip after school one day to 
downtown and the K Street mall opened my eyes 
to the still standing derelict theaters there, includ-
ing the Crest.  Then the theater bug got me.  I start-
ed a 25 year career as a film exhibitor, showing oth-
er people’s movies.   I worked in several of the last 
standing great theaters in Sacramento, and then 
went on to radio and television work, introducing 
movies on TV 58 and few years as a jazz announc-
er on Capital Public Radio.  The movie exhibition 
world in which I worked in the last days of motion 
picture film has now been lost in the swirling mist 
of time, and my skill set of 25 years, with it.   

It hit me that in this new digital movie age, my 
experience and amassed knowledge of the movies 
could be channeled into movie criticism, and I could 
remain relevant to a modern world.   

“Matías Bombal’s Hollywood” was born from this 
idea, and I started first on the internet (at www.
mabhollywood.com) with reviews that you may see 
and hear, like a newsreel, with clips of new mov-
ies and me speaking from an old radio studio set, 
a familiar location for me and my past work.  We 
branched out to Facebook (Matías Bombal’s Hol-
lywood) and Twitter (@MABHollywood) and re-
cently, radio, on KAHI AM 950, Auburn, where 
I have a dialogue with Mary Jane Popp about each 
week’s new movies on Thursdays and Fridays on the 
air.  My movie reviews in visual form are now shown 
theatrically in movie theaters in Australia instead of 
previews before feature films.  

Local boy makes good- internationally.
How fitting then, that my very first movie re-

view column should then appear exclusively here, 
from my own home town and neighborhood.  
There will be times that we may not agree, and 
other times where I may just find the right turn 
of phrase to motivate you to go out and enjoy a 
movie again.  The reviews here will be short and 
to the point. For additional information, and for 
a chance to see and hear scenes from the same 
films to help you make up your mind if you want 
to see it, I’ll invite you to find more in-depth and 
up-to-the-moment, exclusive-to-you information 
on my website.  It’s also the home of the MAB 
Archives, years of rare film and television trea-
sures from my career in the world of radio, mov-
ies and television. I’m also happy to answer your 
movie questions.  Reach me at mabhollywood@
gmail.com.  To paraphrase a line from “Casablan-
ca”- This looks like it’s going to be the beginning 
of a beautiful friendship…

Short takes on 2 movies in theatres now: 
Godzilla  The MPAA has rated this PG13

The latest movie reframing of the famous monster 
Godzilla, first introduced in 1954, which has now 
appeared in 28 movies, has appeared in many forms, 
most often as a metaphor for nuclear weapons.  Now 
from Warner Bros. in 3-D, and directed by Gareth 
Edwards, this “tail” of Godzilla relates the story of 
malevolent creatures known as “Mutos” who slowly 
surface from their hiding places buried underground, 
to feed on nuclear energy.  Of course, our favorite 
monster is not going to let that go on, and the battle 
is on!  When I was a kid, the reason we really want-
ed to see Godzilla was to enjoy the mass destruction 
that lay waste in Tokyo or other cities.  

There was a mental disconnect that was clearly un-
derstood that this was definitely fantasy and could 
not happen. The clever artists and model makers 
would delight us with the tiny detail work needed 
to make us think this massive terror and mayhem 
was realistic in appearance.  If you view this latest 
version with that same eye, you’ll have loads of fun.   

Alexandre Desplat gives us a very good musical score, 
and I’m so encouraged to find him working so often. 
His tasteful use of music in his scores is subtle and 
well crafted.  In the picture:  Ken Watanabe, Elizabeth 
Olsen, Juliet Binoche, Sally Hawkins (who you may 
remember from “Blue Jasmine”) and Bryan Cranston. 
The male lead, a maturing Aaron Taylor-Johnson, who 
got his start in the “Kick Ass” movies, has turned in a 
very good performance. Here’s hoping he gets meati-
er roles. I had a terrific time enjoying the massive bat-
tles and adventures with destruction everywhere. I was 
13 again, waiting to see to those models being crushed.  
You’ll have fun with Warner Bros.’ Godzilla.  

Fading Gigolo  The MPAA has rated this R
Millennium Entertainment and QED Interna-

tional brings us a picture directed, written and star-

ring John Turturro: Fading Gigolo.  Right at the out-
set I’ll say this is now my second favorite movie so far 
this year, following on the brilliance of “The Grand 
Budapest Hotel” Set in the Chasidic neighborhood 
of New York City, Turturro plays Fioravante, who in 
the opening scene is sadden to learn that his friend 
of many years, Murray, played by Woody Allen in a 
good acting role, is closing his book shop.  

In order to help Murray out, he’s convinced to 
become a gigolo to entertain Dr. Parker, radiantly 
played by Sharon Stone, and Murray‘s own derma-
tologist.  At first hesitant, becomes encouraged, Mur-
ray and Fioravante form a business partnership. In 
due course, he encounters sexy Sofia Vergara.  He 
also meets a soulful Chasidic Rabbi’s widow, Avigal, 
stunningly rendered by Vanessa Paradis, who is the 
suppressed desire of a neighborhood security patrol-
ler, Dovi, played by Liev Schreiber.  Both Murray and 
Fioravante do their part to comfort and support this 
widow, resulting with Dovi tracking the activity of 
Murray and Fioravante obsessively.  The photogra-
phy is by Marco Pontecorvo who creates indelible 
images      and marvelous uses of color.  The popular, 
jazz and continental tunes selected for the soundtrack 
show the most exquisite musical taste.  The dialogue 
is witty and sophisticated. The depth of the character 
development is splendid.  I was moved by this touch-
ing movie and find it to be a high water mark for 
the year in outstanding production values all around.  
You must, absolutely must see it! 

Until next time, this is your pal, Matias Bombal, 
bidding you a fond farewell.

For more in-depth, complete reviews of these same movies 
and many more in theatres now, with scenes shown from 
the movie reviewed, you may see and hear “Matías Bom-
bal’s Hollywood” at: www.mabhollywood.com .  Find us on 
Facebook or follow us on Twitter: @MABHollywood

-Exclusive to Valley Community Newspapers

Meet your neighborhood movie critic: Matías Bombal

Photo by Hank Daniel
Matias Bombal at age 21 at the Crest Theatre in 1988
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tree service

plumbing

MIDTOWN
PLUMBING

Licensed
Plumbing Contractor
Since 1973

Reasonable Residential Work • Repairs  •  Re-Pipes
Sewers • Water Heaters  •  Drains  •  Disposals Etc.

CSL # 284755 • Fully Bonded & Insured • Accepts all major credit cards
916-393-2109 Cell 275-8236

BAXTER TILE
EXPERT INSTALLATION
REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic • Marble • Granite
Floors • Counters • Walls

33 Years Experience • FREE Estimates

916-213-4669
License #668100

tile WOrK tree service

painting

Rooney’s 
Plumbing

Full service plumbing

plumbing

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

LANDSCAPING

patiO cOvers/ sun & Family rOOms

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• rain gutter cleaning
• rOtOtilling/& sOD placement
• cOncrete remOval
• Hauling/sprinKler repair
• pressure WasHing

specials FOr seniOrs/*serving tHe area FOr Over 17 yrs*

lic#128758/Ref

SPRING CLEAN-UP

lanDscape
HanDyman

• SHub reMovAL
• tree rootS

• De-tHAtCHING/LAwN MuLCHING

Free eStIMAteS
612-3601

lanDscape HanDymanYour AD SHouLD be Here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

your services 
are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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Call today!

Call  429-9901
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are needed.

your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

ADDITION SPECIALIST

HANDYMAN 

CONTRACTOR/REMODELS

FIREPLACES & STOVES

FENCINGCREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

CLEANING

CABINETS - KITCHEN & BATH

COOLING & HEATING YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901
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are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.
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hours of community service, the City 
is releasing an important resource for 
parents, teachers and students looking 
to find high quality community ser-
vice and volunteer opportunities. 

The publication is available free here 
from the City’s Volunteer Program and 
Directors of Volunteers in Agencies 
(DOVIA). The “Youth Volunteer Di-
rectory” provides a comprehensive guide 
to non-profit organizations and govern-
mental agencies that welcome youth as 
volunteers in the Sacramento region.

The City of Sacramento Volun-
teer Program has a wide variety of 
volunteer opportunities for adults, 
teens and youth.  These include on-

going volunteer positions as well as 
short-term activities.  For opportu-
nities with the City of Sacramen-
to, contact Mary Lynn Perry, Volun-
teer Coordinator at (916) 808-8317 
or email:  mperry@cityofsacramento.
org or go to the City’s web site:  www.
sacvolunteers.org.  You can also find 
us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/
sacvolunteers and follow us on Twit-
ter:  www.twitter.com/sacvolunteers

DOVIA (Directors of Volunteers 
in Agencies) of Sacramento provides a 
forum for exchange of information on 
relevant issues facing professional vol-
unteer managers. Through collabora-
tive efforts DOVIA is committed to 
promoting services and emphasizing 
professional growth and development 
of the volunteer administration pro-

fession.  DOVIA Sacramento hosts 
monthly luncheons featuring relevant 
topics in the field and also semi-annual 
training seminars.  For more informa-
tion visit:  www.doviasacramento.org  

Pocket Parade
The annual 4th of July Pocket Parade 

returns to our community once again! 
Starting at 10 a.m. on Friday, July 4, the 
route follows Windbridge Drive from 
Yav Pem Suab Academy (old Lisbon El-
ementary School) to Garcia Bend Park. 
After the parade, come to the park for 
a parade awards ceremony, local busi-
ness community fair, and a hot dog eat-
ing contest. The City Animal Shelter 
will have an adoption event. Call the 
Pocket News at 429-9901 for more in-
formation. Parade entries are available 

at the Valley Community Newspapers 
office, 2709 Riverside Blvd., and at Riv-
erside-Wesleyan Church, 6449 River-
side Blvd. Parade entry deadline is June 
28. Download entry forms at www.
cityofsacramento.org

Sun, Fun and Hard Earned Cash
Spend your summer learning valu-

able skills, making friends and mon-
ey!

The City of Sacramento Depart-
ment of Utilities is currently looking 
for excited and motivated high school 
students to become a part of its sum-
mer Utility Worker Program.

You can earn $9 or more per hour 
and learn about career opportunities 

Darrell’s Notes:
Continued from page 6

See  Neighborhood, page 27
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“The Story of Noah’s Ark”

Crockett-Deane Ballet & Deane 
Dance Center present...

Saturday, May 17th at 7 p.m.
Sunday, May 18th at 2 p.m.

The Center @ 2300 Sierra Boulevard, 
Sacramento 95825

Adults $15, Seniors/Students $12, Kids $10
Tickets – at the door or (916) 453-0226

DeaneDanceCenter.com

The event will be held at a private residence. For more information contact: 
Janis (Chapman) LaBella (916) 704-9464 or janis.labella@att.net

Dennis Baer (916) 393-7839 or dbaer1@pacbell.com

50 - YEAR REUNION
FOR THE CLASS OF 1964  – FROM LUTHER BURBANK

September 20, 2014
2 to 7 p.m.

$35.00 includes catered food/beverages/music
Casual Attire

Soroptimist International of 
Sacramento South meetings
A service organization dedicated to insure 
the status of women and girls, the group 
meets at Aviator’s Restaurant, 6151 Free-
port Blvd. for lunch and to discuss the day’s 
topic. Meets the second and fourth Tuesday 
of each month at 12:15 p.m. The meetings 
discuss our fund raising Projects and Com-
munity Service, often with speakers from 
our community. 

May

May is Bike Month
May 1-31: May is Bike Month. 10th Annu-
al Sacramento Region monthly challenge. 
Nicely complements Fix 50 vehicular traffic 
jams. Events run all month long. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mental Illness Walk
May 3: Northern California National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness Walk. 8 to noon, Vil-
lage Green. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Derby Day 2014: Hats On For the 
Kids Benefiting Lilliput Children’s 
Services
May 3: From 1 to 5 p.m. at Mulvaney’s 
B&L,1215 19th St., the “Derby Day 
2014:  Hats On For the Kids” fund-
raiser will be celebrating the 140th 
Kentucky Derby, while raising aware-
ness and resources for vulnerable chil-
dren and their families. For more than 
30 years, Lilliput Children’s Servic-
es has been helped abused and neglect-
ed children by connecting them with a 
safe, loving and permanent family. Lil-
liput completes more than 500 foster 
adoptions each year, the most of any 
private agency in California. Event fea-
tures: Live broadcast of the Derby rac-
es on multiple big screen TVs, delicious 
authentic Southern food by Mulvaney’s, 
hosted wine and beer, ladies’ hat con-
test, live jazz band featuring Frankie 
Sorci, unique and exciting live auction 
items and convenient valet parking, $5 
per vehicle. This is the one signature 
event that Lilliput has to raise unre-
stricted program dollars and to promote 
community awareness.  All net proceeds 
will be used to augment community ser-
vices that are otherwise unfunded or 
underfunded through our government 
contracts. Ticket cost is $60 per person. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carmichael community yard sale
May 3: Clean out your office, household 
items, collectibles, toys, and other items. 
Location is La Sierra Community Center, 
5325 Engle Road, Carmichael. Booth space 
is 10 feet by 10 feet and the cost is $20 per 
booth or two for the price of $30. Can’t buy 
a booth, but want to donate stuff? The Car-
michael Chamber will have a booth. All 
proceeds to benefit the Carmichael Com-
munity Beautification Program. The Salva-
tion Army truck will be available after the 
event. For booth space, call 485-5322, ex-
tension 23.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Yoga Seed Collective fundraiser
May 6: Join The Yoga Seed Collective 
for a celebration of 400 regional non-
profits participating in this 24-hour giv-
ing campaign with matching funds! Ev-
ery dollar raised for the studio will be 
partially matched (by Give Local Now) 
on May 6. So stop by The Yoga Seed 
Collective, 1400 E St., Suite B, and ex-
perience a day of of self care events and 
activities! All donations are tax-deduct-
ible. Visit http://www.theyogaseed.org/
workshops-trainings/ for more informa-
tion on the day’s events.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

16th Annual East Sac Garden Tour
May 10 and 11: Tour seven beautiful 
East Sacramento gardens. Enjoy a de-
licious catered luncheon at the histor-
ic Sutter Lawn & Tennis Club, Shop at 
the unique artisan boutique with 25 ven-
dors. And take a break at the Sweet Stop 
and Sactotomatoes food truck. Tickets 
for the tour are $20 through May 9 and 
$25 for the weekend. The luncheon is 
$15.  Visit www.eastsacgardentour.com. 
All proceeds benefit the students of Da-
vid Lubin School. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Scottish Music Workshop and 
Concert
May 10: Learn to play in the Scottish 
style from a world-famous master mu-
sician; Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, As-
sembly Room (upstairs in the annex 
building); 2620 Capitol Ave. Workshop 
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Concert  at 7 p.m. 
Space is limited so register early to se-
cure your place! Advance registration re-
quired. Contact Janet Kurnick at 446-
4404 or jkurnick@pacbell.net for more 
information. Workshop Only: $20. Con-
cert Only: $20. Workshop and Concert: 
$35. (discount!)
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Libertarian Party of Sacramento 
County presents State Assembly 
District 9 Candidate Forum
May 15: Meet the candidates: Manuel 
Martin,Tim Gorsulowsky, Jim Cooper, 
Darrell Fong, Diana Rodriguez and 
enjoy some pizza and beer. Round Ta-
ble Pizza, 1307 Florin Rd. Sacramen-
to; 6-9 p.m.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Community Concert 
Association performance
May 17: Starting at 7:30 p.m., this will be 
a FREE (non-ticketed) Bonus Concert at 
Westminster Presbyterian, 1300 N St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Angelman Syndrome Walkathon 
May 17: 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Village 
Green 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Movie Night at Marriott Park
May 17: Councilmember Darrell Fong 
presents movie night at Marriott Park 
with “Frozen”, starting at 8 p.m. There 
will be free admission, barbecue, and 
popcorn. Marriott Park is located at 
1235 Grand River Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Deane Dance Center presents 
“The Story of Noah’s Ark”
May 17-18: Deane Dance Center’s spring 
production is coming up on Saturday, May 
17 at 7 p.m. and Sunday, May 18 at 2 p.m. 
The center is located at 2300 Sierra Blvd.,  
95825.  The ballet is entitled,” The Sto-
ry of Noah’s Ark.”  Original music by Hen-
rik Jul Hansen.  Adults $15, Seniors and 
Students $12 and children $10. Tickets are 
available at the door or by calling 453-0226. 
Visit deanedancecenter.com for more infor-
mation.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Buzz Oates No Excuses 5K,
May 24: Buzz Oates No Excuses 5K, 7 to 
11 a.m., Village Green. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

International Kids Festival
May 24: International Kids Festival, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Land Park Amphitheater

June

The Beatles commemoration at 
The Crest
June 6-7:  “Come Together–A Tribute to 
the Beatles,” incorporating the sights and 
sounds of the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s, at 8 p.m. 
will hit The Crest Theatre on Friday, June 6, 
and at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. on Saturday, June 
7. In commemoration of the 50th anniver-
sary of The Beatles’ historic appearance on 
“The Ed Sullivan Show,” “Come Together” 
will feature the chorus’ interpretation of The 
Beatles favorites against an original compila-
tion of vintage still photos and video footage 
of Beatle-mania and U.S. popular culture 
of the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s, as well as his-
torical images of Sacramento’s LGBT com-
munity. Photos and video will be projected 
on a stage backdrop of six 70-inch screens 
mounted on a steel frame. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Doggy Dash
June 7: Doggy Dash,7:00 am - 1:00 pm, 
Village Green.  
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

Women of Life Picnic and Songs
June 7: Women of Life Picnic and 
Songs, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm. Land Park 
Amphitheater. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

Steve Walker

handyman
handyman SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheet rock ,P las ter,  S tucco,  Repai rs  and 
Remodeling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call 
Steven at 230-2114.

SpRIng CLEan-Up SpECIaLS
Rain gutter cleaning– Concrete removal 
(Patio, driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter 
c leaning, pressure washing/power spray, 
hauling, yard work,  painting, tree & shrub 
removal, clean-up, fence repairs, light tree 
trimming, & more. Ref avail. Call Les at 838-
1247.  Specials for seniors. Licensed.

adVERtISE  yoUR REntaLS

Call 429-9901Sell your car
in the classifieds!

haRWood FLooRIng
haRdWood FLooRIng
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring. Or 
repair and refurbish your existing flooring. 
Call Michael at  (916) 383-8742. References 
available/Lic#544159

#1 BOOkkEEPER
31 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info
taxireneinfo@gmail.com

bookkEEpIng

Advertise in California Kids! 
Serving Greater Sacramento 

For more information, 
call Jen

at (916) 429-9901
Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

A monthly publicationfull of activities, mazes, 
word search, party ideas, travel, book reports, 

and a lot  more! 

Sell your furniture
in the classifieds

call Melissa at 429-9901

hELp WantEd
dooR to dooR dELIVERy
Openings for individuals to deliver community news-
papers door-to-door in Sacramento neighborhoods 
every week. Must have a car. Call George (Tues & 
Wed only)  at (916) 429-9901 for more information.

pEt poRtRaItS
oRIgInaL pEt poRtRaItS
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

#1 tax pREpaRER
31 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax re-
turns including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including all State 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTEC Registered & Bonded. Please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, 
Nevada (775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info  taxireneinfo@gmail.com

tax pREpaRER

for a box 
ClaSSified ad

Call Melissa
429-9901

A Taste of Land Park
June 8: VIP Member Hour, 3 to 4 p.m.; 
general 4 to 7 p.m., 14th Street between 
Vallejo and Markham ways. Neighborhood 
eateries, live music, wall of wine, regional 
wineries and breweries, artist’s corner. 21 & 
Over only. Check LandPark.org for tickets.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

Juneteenth Festival
June 20-21: Juneteenth Festival, 7:00 pm - 
9:00 pm Friday; 8:00 am - 6:00 pm Saturday. 
Village Green, Expect 3,000 in attendance. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sacramento Shakespeare Festival
June 23-August 8: Sacramento Shakespeare 
Festival, Land Park Amphitheater.  

July

Matsuyama 4th of July Fun Run
July 4: This event, which takes place immediate-
ly before the annual Pocket Parade, helps raise 
money for incoming 6th graders at Matsuyama 
Elementary School to attend Sly Park Environ-
mental education camp the following spring.  It’s 
also a terrific community event and a way to pro-
mote family-friendly fitness. Registration costs 
$15 between now and May 30, and $20 for on-
site registrants. Runners/ walkers can register by 
visiting the Matsuyama Elementary School office 
(7680 Windbridge Dr.) or printing out a form 
at http://matsuyama.scusd.edu/ and mailing it 
to the school with payment.  On-site registration 
will take place July 4th at Matsuyama starting at 
7 a.m.  The race begins at 8 a.m.

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

Ongoing

AARP tax aide seeks volunteers 
for 2014
The nation’s largest free, volunteer-run tax as-
sistance and preparation service is seeking vol-
unteers for tax assistance/preparation and 
leadership coordinators.  Volunteers of all ages 
and backgrounds are welcome.  Each year from 
Feb. 1 through April 15, AARP Tax-Aide vol-
unteers prepare federal, state, and local tax re-
turns for low and middle income taxpayers, 
with special attention to those age 60 and old-
er.  Volunteers are especially needed to assist 
with electronic filing of tax returns.  You do 
not need to be an AARP member or retiree to 
volunteer. For more information on how you 
can join the AARP Tax-Aide team in North-
ern California, contact Ron Byrd at NoCal-
TaxAide@Outlook.com or visit website at;  
www.aarp.org/taxaide’
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mahogany Urban Poetry Series 
- Queen Sheba - poetry readings
Each Wednesday from 8-11 p.m. at Queen 
Sheba in Sacramento, local talent makes it 

way to the restaurant for weekly open-mic 
events. $3-$5. 1704 Broadway. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Brain Gymnasium
Exercise your mind and have some fun at 
this on-going Brain Gymnasium class! In-
viting all seniors to Eskaton Monroe Lodge, 
3225 Freeport Boulevard, 9:20 a.m. Thurs-
days. $6 per class. Call 441-1015 for more 
information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Women with Good Spirits 
monthly meeting
Women With Good Spirits is a network-
ing group that engages women in the Sac-
ramento community with non-profit or-
ganizations that make contributions to 
our quality of life and care for our fel-
low residents. Each month, Women With 
Good Spirits invites a community non-
profit to present on its mission work. The 
meeting is held at Revolution Wines on 
the second Tuesday of each month and 
starts at 6:30 p.m. The presenter will start 
their presentation promptly at 7:15 p.m. 
and will last 15-20 minutes with an open 
question and answer forum after. RSVP is 
appreciated as well as a $5+ donation per 
person that will go directly to the non-
profit presenting that month. Revolution 
Wines is located at 2831 S St. Visit www.

womenwithgoodspirits.com or find the 
group on Facebook. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Davis Art Center invites teen 
girls to write and publish
The Davis Art Center is offering a six-week 
creative writing class for girls ages 13-18 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Tuesdays starting February 
11. The class will offer a positive, support-
ive space for girls who love reading and writ-
ing and are interested in discovering and de-
veloping their individual voices. Participants 
will use short stories by a diverse range of 
contemporary women writers as jumping off 
points for their own writing sessions. Each 
student will pick her best writing to include 
in a class-produced literary magazine. The 
class will be taught by Elise Winn Pollard, 
who earned her M.A. in creative writing 
from UC Davis. The fee is $95 for Art Cen-
ter members and $105 for the general pub-
lic. To enroll, stop by the Art Center at 1919 
F. St., call (530) 756-4100 or register online 
at www.davisartcenter.org. Students must be 
registered at least two weeks before the first 
class session.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Gentle Qi Gong
Learn powerful relaxation techniques re-
duce stress, reduce physical pain and emo-
tional suffering, lower blood pressure, 
increase immune response and improve bal-
ance.  Inviting all seniors to Eskaton Mon-
roe Lodge, 3225 Freeport Boulevard, 3 to 4 
p.m., Wednesdays.  $7 per class.  Call 441-
1015 for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Attn. students: Submit now for 
water efficiency video contest 
High school students can win cash priz-
es and the chance to view their video on the 
Raley Field Jumbotron by entering the 2014 
Water Spots Video Contest.  The contest, 
sponsored by the Regional Water Author-
ity (RWA) and the Sacramento Bee Me-
dia in Education (MIE) program, challeng-
es teens to create compelling and original 
25-second Public Service Announcement 
(PSA) videos on a select water efficiency 
topic. The 2014 water efficiency theme is: 
Don’t be a gutter flooder: Prevent overspray 
and runoff. Judging will be based on creativ-
ity, entertainment value, accuracy, original-
ity and incorporation of the water efficien-
cy topic. Finalist videos will be displayed on 
the Raley Field Jumbotron screen and win-
ners announced at a Sacramento River Cats 
game in April 2014. Winning students and 
their teachers will also get cash prizes. The 
grand prize winner’s spot may become part 
of RWA’s 2014 television ad campaign. Sub-
missions due Feb. 28. Visit www.BeWaterS-
mart.info  for more information and tips 
on using water more efficiently and to sub-
mit entries or get more information about 
contest rules, judging and prizes, visit www.
sacbee.com/water-spots 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

California Youth Basketball 
League taking applications
CYBL is a non-profit year round league for 
ages 4 through 18 that prides itself on be-
ing well organized that aims to develop bas-
ketball skills, sportsmanship and self-esteem 

through coaches, gym official and organiz-
ers. Visit www.cybhoops.com or call 391-
3900. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Kiwanis Club of East Sacramento-
Midtown
Visitors Welcome, weekly breakfast meeting 
on Fridays at 7 a.m. Topical weekly speak-
ers and ‘first meal for visitors on us’.  Meet 
at The Kiwanis Family House,  (at UCD 
Med Ctr/ 50th St & Broadway) 2875 50th 
Street Sacramento, CA 95817.  www.east-
sacmidtownkiwanis.com. Meeting/Mem-
bership info: 916-761-0984, volunteers al-
ways welcome!
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Sacramento Capitolaires 
meeting
A men’s Barbershop Harmony group, 
meets every Tuesday night at 7 p.m. at Pil-
grim Hall (Sierra Arden United Church of 
Christ), 890 Morse Ave., Sacramento.  Info: 
www.capitolaires.org, call 888-0877-9806, 
or email info@capitolaires.org 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Artisan holds Food Drive
Artisan Salon is participating in the 
Spirit of Giving Food Drive. Over the 
last 17 years, the Spirit of Giving (SOG) 
drive has helped Sacramento Food 
Bank collect and distribute over 4.6 mil-
lion pounds of canned and non-perish-
able food items for local families in need. 
Help support families in need by partic-
ipating in this year’s drive! Artisan Salon 
is located at 3198 Riverside Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Drive safely: 
Goslings crossing
Photo by Monica Stark 

These goslings were kept safe by 
their mom’s watchful eye and hiss. 
They’ve been out and about on the 
lawn by the apartments on Shoal 
Court. 
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Say goodbye to 
springtime misery!
At Sutter Express Care we can help you get 
relief from allergies, sinus infections and more. 
Don’t suffer. Visit us today. No appointment or 
insurance needed.

Mon. – Fri.  9 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Sat. – Sun.  10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sutter Express Care is open 
7 days a week inside Rite Aid at:
Natomas
2751 Del Paso Rd.

Greenhaven 
980 Florin Rd.

Roseville
4004 Foothills Blvd.

1-800-972-5547

sutterexpresscare.com

in the City while participating in a variety 
of activities that help to build valuable skills. 
Work may be in the office or in the field, al-
lowing you to learn about everything from 
welding to machining to the water treatment 
process. Best of all, you will be working with 
great City employees and other high school 
students who will help make the summer one 
of your best ever!

If you are interested in becoming a Department 
of Utilities Utility Worker, please email psanger@
cityofsacramento.org for an application. Applica-
tions can also be picked up at 1395 35th Ave. be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

You must be at least 16 years old, a City of 
Sacramento resident, and a current student re-
turning to high school in the fall of 2014 to 
qualify. Graduating prior to summer 2014 is 
not considered a current student. Positions are 
up to 40 hours a week. Only the first 30 quali-
fied applications will be accepted.

Opening on the Community Racial 
Profiling Commission

The City of Sacramento Community Ra-
cial Profiling Commission is in need of anoth-
er Board Member to represent Council Dis-
trict 7. 

Neighborhood Association Meetings
Charter Pointe Neighborhood Association 
meets as needed

Deerfield/Mesa Grande Neighborhood Asso-
ciation meets the third Thursday of the month 
at 7 p.m., Union House Elementary School 
7850 Deer Creek Dr.

Lake Greenhaven Homeowners Association 
holds its annual General Meeting in April, lo-
cation changes

Marina Oaks Homeowners Association meets 
quarterly on the second Saturday of the month 
at 11 a.m., location changes.

Park Place South Homeowners Asso-
ciation meets the second Tuesday of the 
month at , 7:00 PM, rotation of board 
members’ homes

Park Rivers Oaks Estates Homeowners Asso-
ciation meets the last Tuesday of the month, 
time varies, meet in Clubhouse. 

Reith Park Neighborhood Association meets 
the first Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
at John Reith Elementary School, 8401 Val-
ley Lark Dr.

Riverlake Community Association meets the 
third Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. at 
799 Lake Front Dr.

Riverwind Place Owners Association meets 
the first Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Li-
brary, 7335 Gloria Dr.

Sacramento Roundtree Homeowners Associ-
ation meets the third Tuesday of the month, 
time varies, 601 Roundtree Court. 

South Pocket Homeowners Association meets 
quarterly, the second Thursday of the month 
at 7 p.m. at Bergamo Preparatory School, 82 
Pocket Road. 

Valley Hi Neighborhood Association meets 
the second Thursday of the month at 6:30 
p.m. at Hope United Methodist Church, 6161 
Valley Hi Dr.

Confirm with each organization. Meeting 
information can be found on the Neighbor-
hood Services website.

Neighborhood:
Continued from page 23

jumper! To add to this attractive color, a dress 
pattern was used to make sure no one looked 
good in this – nothing like wearing a “tent” to 
serve in.  Added, a lovely sash to help with the 
tent and possibly cut off circulation.

We don’t want to leave out the kitchen staff !  
During this time, all the volunteers in the kitch-
en were asked to wear this cobbler’s type apron. 
As worn by Sue, a nice coverall in red and or-
ange tones supported the faded red tent dress 
of the servers.  We were so coordinated!

During the 1990s, our new uniforms came from 
the blending of the “Age of Aquarius” and a square 
dance group! The dress, fashioned after a milk-maid 
outfit, was enhanced with the psychedelic plaid 
apron.  Prototypes choices were Easter Egg Yel-
low, as worn by Chris, or lipstick pink as worn by 
Judy. Also, the dark turquoise was chosen, as worn 
by Ginger.  A note about this uniform.  Carol and 
one other volunteer had to make an emergency run 
to the grocery store during serving hours and the 
check-out clerk wondered if they were on a dance 
team….or part of a Sweet Adeline’s quartet!

One more apron, as worn by Carol, shows the old 
name of the restaurant: “Casa de Los Ninos.”  We 
changed to the Casa Garden Restaurant because 
customers though we only served Mexican food.

Our most current uniform is white shirt, black 
pants and the Casa apron (which Jean is shown 
wearing).  Many of our volunteers waited until 
this uniform became the norm before joining!

So, there you have it.  From then until now – 
40 years of service. It doesn’t make any difference 
what we wear…it’s what we do here to help the 
children “over the fence.” 

Casa Garden:
Continued from page 18



for current home listings, please visit:

DunniganRealtoRs.com

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

EXCEPTIONALL HALLFPLEX
You owe it to yourself to check out this lovely and well 
equipped home. The only shared wall is in the garage. 4 
bedrooms, 3 full baths and a .14 acre lot.  Check out the 
granite counters, wet bar with wine fridge, and downstairs 
bedroom and bath. $345,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

A REAL GEM!
Hidden away in Old Land Park. This home is stunning … can 
you believe this kitchen? WOW! All new - including plumbing 
and electric. Only one original wall. Quality features throughout 
plus super deep lot (.20 acres). Constructed to 2012 building 
codes. 4 bedroom 3 bath home! $985,000

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

QUIET S LAND PARK
Seller is the original owner of this custom home in a 
South Land Park cul-de-sac.  3 bedrooms 2 baths on 
.27 acre lot.  Updated baths, original kitchen, hardwood 
floors under carpet.  Newer roof, windows, HVAC. Call 
to see. $349,000

JAMIE RICH 612-4000

CUTE SLP CONDO
Lower level 2 bedroom 2 bath cutie; spacious and open. Walk-
in closet in the master bedroom, detached 1-car garage with 
opener. Pool and spa with clubhouse. Lush landscaping. Great 
value. Private patio. Inside laundry closet. Convenient location 
close to shopping, restaurants, library. $124,000

LISA MCCAULEY 601-5474

SOUTH LAND PARK TERRACE
Spacious 3 bedroom 2½ bath home is light and bright through-
out. The kitchen has lots of storage and a great eating area 
with views to the backyard. The well-manicured yard is ready 
for your personalization in the flower bed areas. Meticulously 
maintained for your enjoyment. $469,000

TIM COLLOM 247-8048

QUIET CUL-DE-SAC
Nestled in a popular Greenhaven neighborhood, a comfortable well-
maintained 3 bedroom 2½ bath home, with a functional floor plan 
with living room, separate family room with fireplace and a screened 
patio to enjoy warm summer nights. Spacious rooms, 50 year roof, 
dual pane windows and built-in pool with solar heat. $345,000

STEPHANIE GALLAGHER 342-2288

HOLLYWOOD PARK
Unique long-time family owned home offers more than you can 
imagine! Classic features like a brick fireplace, curved built-ins 
and hardwood floors in one bedroom along with unique features 
like a large, open kitchen. $299,000

PAULA SWAYNE 425-9715
KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458

FREEPORT VILLAGE CUTIE
Completely remodeled 3 bedroom 1½ bath home. New windows 
and blinds; new kitchen - including cabinets, stainless steel 
appliances and solid surface quartz; new energy efficient LED 
lighting; new paint (in and out); new bathrooms.  Central heat 
and air and whole house fan. $220,000

LISA MCCAULEY 601-5474

RIVERGATE HOME
Wonderful four bedroom home on a quiet street. This home 
has a great floor plan with lots of light! Private living room, 
kitchen family room combination and spacious master suite. 
Sliding glass doors in family room and master suite leading 
to generous sized backyard. $299,000

PAM VANDERFORD 799-7234

PENDING

PENDING


